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MOB{EROF NI.THIN

(ike many Gods and Goddesses in the Indian pantheon, Lma is often more
known by her various associations than for herself. Also called Parvari or
Shakti, Limd is variously identified as the consort of Shiva, the destrover,
the sister of Vishnu, the preserver, and the mother of Ganesh, the lord of
knowledge. Her linkage to these iconic GOds is, however, no coincidence
because amongst A vast mytholoay, Lima is regarded as the ultimate divine,
the primal force in the Liniverse of femininity, the mother of all things.




It is Lima's connection to Shiva that in my estimation is most relevant to us
toddy. For Shiva is the lord of destruction and it is sid thar all living
things find their end with him. With wars raging all across the globe and
wedpons of mass destruction proliferating in every direction, it's not
far-fetched to say thar we live in the age of Shiva. However, according to
Indian mythology, this is not the first time we find ourselves in this
predicament. For ar any time, when Shiva ie without Lma, his base
instincts take over, his temperament flares, and the rest of us can find
ourselves amidst his unruliness. It is Lmd's core artributes of grace and
aentility, of maremnity and renunciation thar balance and nurture <hiva.
[eft alone, Shiva's power ledds to & barrenmess in which there is no fertility
while rejoined with Limd, their combined synergy credtes & more wholesome
equilibrium, regeneration where previously there was only degeneration.

We need more of Limd's presence in our world. We need more of her
nurturing impulse, her instinet for sderifice and selflessness. The point is
not to pray to her or worship her idols, but to remind ourselves of what lima
stands for, to celebrte the primordial forces of the Lniverse that pulse
through her. IHWMHWMMMMWMM
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