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"One of the many unanswered questions is how long was there
an American military order to shoot down the discs described

as 'enemy weapon systems?'"   - J. Andrew Kissner

 Return to Part 1

Trouble All Over the World

The most controversial research finding will undoubtedly generate argument from both
proponents and skeptics of the flying disc phenomenon. But it appears that flying discs
very possibly behaved aggressively in 1947. It's also possible there was aggression before
that year, but certainly after the May 29 detonation in Juarez, Mexico, and second
explosion near Mt. Franklin in New Mexico.

This possibly explains one reason why the U. S. government will not admit that UFOs and
their occupants exist. Aerial events reported and explained away as the result of "natural
causes" do not appear to have been "natural" in any respect. Have you ever wondered
why in all of the instances that military units have been observed in association with this
phenomena, no report has mentioned that military personnel shot at the objects? This
author believes we definitely did in the summer of 1947. One of the many unanswered
questions is how long was there an American military order to shoot down the discs
described as "enemy weapon systems?"

A lengthy series of mysterious and unexplainable civil and military air disasters occurred
after the May 29, 1947, Juarez incident. My research in several local and national
newspapers from that time period show that more than sixty U. S. Army and Navy aircraft
- B-29s, B-17s, Corsairs, P-80s, P-84s, AT-6s, P-51s, C-47s, F-7s - were lost over a two
month period beginning on May 29, 1947. One hundred twenty Army and Navy airmen
were killed and 74 others injured in these incidents. Most of those airplane accidents
occurred over the continental United States.

By June 15, 1947, President Harry Truman commissioned a blue ribbon panel of experts
headed by Civil Aeronautics Board Chairman, James Landis and Dr. Jerome Hunsaker
(MJ-7), Chairman of the National Advisory Committee on Aeronautics (NASA) to
investigate.
On May 29, 1947, at La Guardia Field, New York, at 8:10 p.m. EST, a United Airlines
DC-4 used all of the runway to take off, but failed to gain altitude, flipped over and
exploded at the end of the runway. Thirty-eight people died. It was the largest commercial
airline disaster in U. S. history at that time. [ The New York Times, May 30, 1947.]

In the NYT's article, an assistant New York district attorney who interviewed the injured
pilot at the hospital reported: "He said that he tried to get it off the ground, but nothing
happened. The plane continued on through a wire fence and across a highway and crashed
into a ravine. The next thing he knew, there were flames all around him."

Further, a reporter at the scene said: "Flames shot fifty feet or more into the air, forming a
torch that could be seen for miles. The heat from the burning gasoline in the big plane's
tanks was so intense that would-be rescuers on the scene ... could not help with their
handheld fire extinguishers."

A subsequent Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) investigation concluded that as the pilot was
taking off and approaching 100 miles per hour:

 



the aircraft's engines were operating normally

the flight controls were free

all systems on the plane were functioning

but the airliner did not develop enough lift to gain altitude

As the airplane neared the end of the runway, the pilot ordered the first officer to cut all
power while the pilot applied the brakes, but could not stop suddenly enough. The Vice
President of Operations for United Airlines said:

"A study of weather conditions which prevailed at the time indicates the
probable cause of the accident was a wind shift (change in the direction of the
wind) of almost unbelievable suddenness, which changed from the south
blowing at 19 mph only a few minutes before takeoff to a northwest wind
blowing at 23 mph.

"It is believed that a freak gust of wind, slightly in advance of an approaching
squall line, was responsible for the accident. To my knowledge, this has never
happened before to a plane of this type; or, in fact, to any large transport
plane. Take-off accidents in themselves are extremely rare. This particular
type in a transport is unheard of." [ Ibid.]

Less than twenty hours later on May 30, 1947, an Eastern Airlines DC-4 flying above
Aberdeen Proving Ground (another U. S. Army Ordnance/OSRD test site) at Port Deposit,
Maryland, crashed. Fifty-four passengers and crew members died. According to
eyewitnesses, the airliner: "...fell apart in the air and nosedived into the ground," exploding
on impact. That second crash then became the worst U. S. commercial airline disaster at
the time.

Front page, The New York Times, May 30, 1947.



Front page, The New York Times, May 31, 1947.

Staff of the Civil Aeronautics Board, returning from La Guardia Field after investigating
the earlier United Airlines crash, "watched helplessly" as the Eastern Airlines DC-4, flying
three to five miles ahead of them, "nosed down," crashed and exploded. CAB investigators
landed at Aberdeen Proving Ground and rushed to the crash scene. [ Ibid.]

According to an eyewitness, "I saw the plane in a steep glide and several gleaming things,
like metal, fell away from the plane as it hurtled down." Were those "gleaming things"
more peculiar phenomena?

In the newspapers reviewed for this manuscript, I found worldwide that twenty-nine
aircraft were destroyed within 72 hours of the "Juarez Incident" and 198 people died.
Other air crashes included:

A U. S. Army Air Forces B-29 bomber which crashed around midnight at the end of the
runway at Ladd Field, Alaska, on May 29, 1947, when it failed to gain altitude on take off.
Three died. The bomber lifted several feet off the ground and flew over a low rise right
into a swamp next to the Chena River. [ Las Cruces Sun-News, June 1, 1947.]

"3 Still Missing In Alaska," The New York Times, May 30, 1947, page 5.

On May 29, two Dutch "Army planes" collided in mid-air at Tillburg, The

Netherlands, killing twelve. [ Ibid.]

On May 29, an Icelandic Airways DC-3 "crashed into a mountain top" in northern

Iceland killing 25. [ Ibid.]

On May 29, a Junkers transport plane, operated by the French government, crashed

into a mountain in southern Algeria 650 miles south of Algiers, killing three. [ Ibid.]



On May 30, a U. S. Army C-54 (DC-4) transport crashed into a mountain ridge,

reportedly miscalculating its altitude by less than 100 feet outside Tokyo on final

approach to Tachikawa Air Field. Forty-two people died, including the Deputy

Commander of Kimpo Air Field, Korea, and a reporter from the Detroit News. [

Ibid.] If this would have been a commercial flight, it would have replaced the La

Guardia United Airlines crash as the largest air disaster in U. S. history at the time.

On May 30, a Royal Air Force Liberator bomber blew up as it sat on the runway.

Four civilians were injured. No explanation was given for the blast. [ Ibid.]

On May 30, a China Air Transport DC-3 made a forced landing after fire broke out

in one of its wings shortly after take off. [ The New York Times, May 30, 1947.]

On May 30, 1947, The New York Times reported that a DC-4 operated by the

Colombian government was forced down shortly after takeoff due to a "blown out

windshield" and twelve people were injured.

On May 31, a Piper Cub and a Navy DC-4 operated by the Office of Naval

Research collided in mid-air at Red Bank, New Jersey. The DC-4 (related to the

Naval Research Lab at WSPG) returned to base after the light plane ran into it and

crashed killing two. The New York Times reported on May 30, 1947: "The Navy pilot

said that he first saw the light plane flying about 500 feet above and 1,000 feet to his

left ... and then he lost sight of it. When he saw it the next time, it was in an almost

vertical attitude, diving straight into the path of his plane." [ The New York Times,

June 1, 1947.]

On May 31, an aircraft mechanic was killed and his passenger critically injured

when the light plane he was flying could not maintain altitude and crashed into a

field at Hemet, California. [ The Arizona Republic, June 1, 1947.]

On May 31, a U. S. Army "twin engine training bomber" with four on board

disappeared on a flight between Barksdale Field, Shreveport, Louisiana, and Brooks

Field, San Antonio, Texas. [ Ibid.]

The New York Times reported on May 31, 1947, that a former Army BT-13 failed to

come out of a steep dive t an air show in Westfield, Massachusetts and crashed into

trees. The wreckage then burst into flames and killed one person.

On May 31, a British Vampire jet operated by the Swedish Air Force in Stockholm,

Sweden, flew into a brick wall of an industrial building when it lost altitude in flight

and exploded killing one. [ The New York Times, June 1, 1947.]

On May 31, a former Army AT-6 monoplane coming in for a landing

"miscalculated" its altitude and struck the cab of a moving truck, killing the truck

driver and then crashed into a moving car at Connellsville, PA. [ Ibid.]

Front page, The New York Times, June 2, 1947.

On May 31, a pioneer St. Louis aviator, explorer and balloonist was killed with his

son in an airplane crash at Bourbon, Missouri. [ Ibid.]

On May 31, a glider being towed by a "two seat monoplane" at approximately 65



mph nosed over into a dive at the moment of release and crashed after a 200-foot

descent which killed the pilot instantly at Mastic, Long Island. [ Ibid.]

On June 1, a former Army BT-13 "stalled on take off" fifty feet above the runway

and crashed at Gallup, New Mexico. [ Las Cruces Sun-News, June 3, 1947.]

Front page, Las Cruces Sun-News, June 2, 1947.

On June 1, a seaplane landing in the St. Lawrence River next to the Fairchild

Aircraft plant "miscalculated its altitude" and dropped fifty feet moments before

landing and killed three.

On June 1, a U. S. Navy Seabee trainer was destroyed as "a freak wind" prevented it

from gaining altitude on take off at Lee Airport, Annapolis, Maryland (U. S. Naval

Academy.) [ The New York Times, June 2, 1947.]

Front page, The New York Times, June 2, 1947.

On June 1, The New York Times reported that a light plane carrying two people "was

shattered" and burned in Hernando, Argentina, and two Army pilots were killed

when their Fockewulf 182 trainer hit a tree top as it was coming in too low for a

landing and crashed near Mendoza, Argentina, killing four. [ Ibid.]

On June 1, the NYT also reported that an A 2 seat Luscombe trainer crashed ten

miles from Reykjavik, Iceland, killing two.



"Toll In Iceland Is 25," The New York Times, May 30, 1947, page 5.

On June 1, five thousand spectators at an air show witnessed a light plane

demonstrate a spin that went directly into the ground at Raleigh, North Carolina,

killing two. [ The New York Times, June 2, 1947.]

On June 1, a U. S. Navy drone spun into the ground during an air show in

Philadelphia. [ Ibid.]

Five days after the May 29, 1947, "Juarez V-2 Incident," Hanson Baldwin reported as
military affairs editor for The New York Times about the National Antiaircraft Artillery
School in Ft. Bliss which had established "the first operational antiaircraft missile battalion
in the U. S. Army, although it still remains somewhat experimental." Baldwin had been
with General Homer at the May 29th V-2 launch at White Sands. [ The New York Times,
June 4, 1947.]

On June 4, 1947, President Truman requested an immediate extension of the Second War
Powers Act from Congress. He said that "the conditions requiring the War Powers Act still
exist." [ Las Cruces Sun-News, June 4, 1947; The New York Times, June 5, 1947.]

Front page, The New York Times, June 5, 1947.

The extension was justified on the basis of the government's need to retain control of
commodity prices and supplies of critical raw materials. It also extended the federal
government's ability to censor news reports that could be viewed as having a potential
damaging effect on United States national security interests. On June 4, 1947, twenty days



before the first public sightings of flying discs during the "great flying disc scare of 1947,"
the ability of the U. S. government to censor the national media was intact. [ Ibid.]

 

      
Front page, Las Cruces Sun-News, June 1, 1947.

 

Big Spike in Air Accidents Within 72 Hours of Juarez
Incident

Over eighteen days between May 15 and June 1, 1947, there were about 80 reported
airplane crashes/accidents,  with a big spike within 72 hours of Juarez incident.



Graph prepared by Andrew Kissner from 1947 newspaper research.

Continued in Part 10 - White Sands and OSRD: The Atomic Bomb and V-2s
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