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Part 4: Five Circle Pattern in Geneseo, lllinois, Soybeans

© 2006 by Linda Moulton Howe

September 6, 2006 Geneseo, lllinois - On Thursday, August 24, 2006, Ted Robertson
hired a fixed-wing airplane pilot to take him over the Jim and Chris Stahl soybean farm in
Geneseo, lllinois. One of his photographs sparked a question in the minds of Roger Sugden
and Jeffrey Wilson of the Independent Crop Circle Research Association (ICCRA).

Puzzling Soybean Circle Placement

Graphically superimposed blue line goes along sprayer lines;
red line goes along planting rows. Aerial image © 2006 by Ted Robertson
and graphic © 2006 by Roger Sugden and Jeffrey Wilson, ICCRA.

Jeff applied the red and blue lines to the photograph and wrote to me by email:

“Roger Sugden looked at Ted’s aerial photos of that site and it appeared at
first that the formation was aligned to the planting rows and not to the
tramline sprayer lines, but the actual planting rows. Those are at a different
angle than the sprayer lines are. Sprayer lines seem to be parallel to the road,
but for some reason — we don’t know why this is the case — when they planted
there, they planted sort of on an angle. So, Roger first looked at it and thought
it was aligned to the planting rows, rather than the sprayer lines.

"But in a better overhead aerial, | looked at it more carefully and it does not
appear to be aligned to either one, which is the photograph | sent you with the
two colored lines. One colored line (blue) is aligned with the tramlines. The
other colored line (red) is aligned with the planting rows. The formation is not
aligned to either one, which is somewhat significant in the sense that generally
when we are in a manmade formation, it’s aligned to some feature on the
ground like the sprayer lines or perhaps the planting rows or telephone poles
on the ground or some building feature that the people use as a marker when
they are laying out the construction on it.

"In this case, the Geneseo soybean circles are not aligned to any ground
feature, including the tramlines, the planting lines, the poles nearby, or even
the microwave tower off in the distance."

September 3,2006 email from Chris and Jim Stahl
in answer to my question about the sprayer and planting lines:

Jim Stahl: "The field is actually one big triangle. I planted the rows parallel to the fence
row on the north. | sprayed parallel to the fence row on the south."



Aterial showing 5-circle-formation not aligned to Middle Road on left.
Jim Stahl planted soybeans parallel to northern fence row to the right off camera.
Ted Robertson found, using GPS, that the formation was rotated 19 degrees east
of magnetic north. Photograph © 2006 by Ted Robertson.

Corn Test Farm Across Road

Ted Robertson's aerial photographs also showed a large rectangle of soil with strips of
plants growing in it across the road from the soybean circles. I asked Jim and Chris Stahl
for more information.

September 3,2006 email from Chris and Jim Stahl

Jim Stahl: "Wyffels seed corn company owns it (test farm). They have test plots there
every year. | believe they are testing different seed corn varieties."

Photograph above and photograph below of Wyffels seed corn company's test farm
across Middle Road from the Chris and Jim Stahl soybean farm
in Geneseo, lllinois. Photographs © 2006 by Ted Robertson.



Only Similar Previous U. S. Pattern
Was in Allen County, Ohio -1999

s O

Above and below: photographs Allan County, Ohio, © 1999 landowner
(name withheld for privacy) and provided by ICCRA.

Jeffrey Wilson looked in his ICCRA archives of American crop formations for any pattern
similar to the five circles in the Geneseo, lllinois, soybeans. He wrote to me: "Allen
County, Ohio in 1999 is the only formation in the USA database which is similar — we’ve
had very few Celtic Cross-type patterns reported in the USA." Jeff found that five circles
were "discovered near the center of a field of wheat while the landowner was harvesting
the field, and there were no sprayer lines/tramlines in the field.

Jeff Wilson: "In this Allen County, Ohio case, all five circles were tangent/slightly
overlapping, but the circle sizes were quite similar. | checked the measurements of the
formation, and it was slightly smaller overall than Geneseo, lllinois. There was also a crop



formation in Rock Island, Illinois back in the 1990s."

August 22-25, 1991: Circles in Blue Grass, lowa Corn

Tai Mound |} & Malon [
ol o ) = Tiew
ek
[ n prican il o
Bt A i oG .
Sun|
3

-

N
Libe 5 i CLil Long 2 fPark iew| 2t
[ LCON [P Grove[WlscoTT -
77 | 280 P4 [Eldridge ncetor, bl 3
5 3 W% Mafsville ™S 28 Mount Pleasan a-: 1
o uraft | 284, g x :
~ : alenl 2Tl o s A
" | *Baveport .
B} Pleasant Plairi b P L > n
6
4 22 ' - 1 = :
Zos i rsonir Lol ) 1
“ A
AT ang- ~ [32 2 L

The top arrow points at corn circle measured 46 feet, 5 inches in diameter near Coon Hunter Road,
Blue Grass, lowa. On August 22, 1991, farmers Delmar and Carol Meyer found that circle of corn
swirled counterclockwise. Three days later on August 25, 1991, a local pilot (deceased Blue Grass
mayor) flew over and found the second circle near old Highway 61, now called 140th Avenue.
That counterclockwise circle also measured 46 feet in diameter.

Aerial image courtesy Carol and Delmar Meyer.

Delmar "Snowball" Meyer standing at the center of the counterclockwise corn circle
(46 feet 5 inches in diameter) near Coon Hunter Road, Blue Grass, lowa.
Photograph © 1991 by North Scott Press.




Coon Hunter Road corn circle nearest cattle corral. Carol Meyer said,
"Those cattle would have raised a ruckus if someone had tried to come in
our corn field. But no one ever heard or saw a thing."
Photograph courtesy Carol and Delmar Meyer.

Cornccircle nearest cattle corral and Coon Hunter Road, Blue Grass, lowa,
discovered by farm owners Carol and Delmar Meyer on August 22, 1991. Small circle near
barns is bail feeder. Aerial photograph courtesy Carol and Delmar Meyer.

Interview:

Delmar Meyer, Farmer, Blue Grass, lowa: “It was fifteen years ago back on August 22,
1991, probably around 6 p.m. I did custom bailing and | was going down the road (Coon
Hunter's Road) with a tractor. | looked up there on the hillside and I could see a circle. |
went down and finished bailing and came back and got the wife (Carol) and said, ‘Let’s go
look at the hole in the ground.” A couple of weeks before, there was a (limestone) quarry
over about three miles and they had a hole that fell in. So | thought maybe it was another
one in my corn. But then, when we got out there, it was no hole. It was just a complete
circle in our corn.

SO IS YOUR FARM ON A LOT OF LIMESTONE?

I’m not certain — the quarry is at least three miles away — but at the time | didn’t know



what else it could be.
WHAT EXACTLY DID YOU SEE IN THE CORN?

I just went out there and it was all counterclockwise. Jim Stahl’s in Geneseo was all
clockwise, wasn’t it?

RIGHT.

Mine was counterclockwise and it was just like something set on top of it and just went
down. There were no cornstalks scuffed, no ears of corn knocked off. There wasn’t a stalk
outside that 46-foot-diameter circle! Everything was inside the circle. You know if you
knocked corn down, it would fall into different rows. But this was neatly inside that
48-foot-diameter perfect circle. Actually, it was measured it at 46 feet, five inches.

[ Editor’s Note: Carol Meyer sent me an aerial photograph taken by local pilot
on August 25, 1991, which showed a second corn circle near old Highway 61

that ran in front of their farm house. She said it also measured 46-feet and was
put down as someone's hoaxed copy of the first circle. "We decided not to talk
much about the second circle because we were afraid of being called crazy." ]

IT WAS LIKE YOU PUT A COOKIE CUTTER DOWN AND EVERYTHING INSIDE
WAS SWIRLED COUNTERCLOCKWISE?

Yes.
HAD YOU EVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE THAT BEFORE?

No, but we had heard about a crop circle over in Illinois around that time (Milan, Illinois,
1990 - see report below.)

DID YOU HAVE THE SHERIFF COME OUT TO LOOK AT THE CIRCLE?

Yes. | called the Scott County Sheriff’s office right away and they came out and said about
the same thing that Jim Stahl in Geneseo, Illinois, said now. The deputy called his dispatch
and said, 'l don’t know how we’re going to report this. There’s a circle out here and there’s
no signs of anything — not of anybody walking to it or anything like that.” So, that was all
they had and eventually they called it a hoax.

BUT HOW COULD THAT BE IF THERE WERE NO TRACKS?
I know, but they put it that way so they don’t have to go further and investigate it.
THIS WAS AFIELD THAT DID NOT HAVE ANY TRAMLINES?

Right, it didn’t have anything. The deputy and I looked around the outside edge of the
circle for any foot marks and didn’t find anything. There were no footprints in there
whatsoever, and there were no corn leaves pulled on the ground or anything.

HOW WERE THE CORNSTALKS SWIRLED COUNTERCLOCKWISE?
I don’t know. They just looked like they fell over.
WERE THEY STRAIGHT? OR SWIRLED SOMEHOW?

They were pretty straight, but there was not a one of them outside the edge of the circle.
So there had to be some curve to it to stay inside.

ALL THE PLANTS LEFT STANDING AROUND THE CIRCLE SEEMED
UNTOUCHED?

Yes, they were.

WERE ALL OF THE CIRCLE STALKS LIKE THEY HAD FALLEN TO APOINT IN
THE CENTER?

Well, in the center, there were a couple of bare spots, just like the plants were turned out
from there and the dirt was all there was. It was like they were all put down at one time.
There weren’t stalks on top of another. It’s just like something sat down on the stalks and
put them down neatly, but the leaves weren’t torn up or ears knocked off. But something
took those plants down.



Center of corn circle nearest Coon Hunter Road found by Delmar and Carol Meyer
on August 22, 1991. Photograph courtesy Carol and Delmar Meyer.

THERE WERE NO PHYSICAL ABRASIONS ON THE CORN?
No.

IT SOUNDS AS IF THEY WOULD HAVE TO HAVE SOME SWIRL TO THE STALKS
TOFIT IN THE CIRCLE.

Yes, it was just so neat.

DID YOU NOTICE ANY PURPLE-REDDISH DISCOLORATION ON ANY OF THE
LEAVES OR CORN, LIKE JIM STAHL HAS HAD IN HIS SOYBEANS?

There was nothing that anyone ever found.
HOW CLOSE WAS THE CORN TO HARVEST ON AUGUST 22, 1991?
You don’t harvest corn until around the end of September.

WAS THERE ANYTHING UNUSUAL ABOUT THE CORN LAYED DOWN INSIDE
THE CIRCLE COMPARED TO CORN IN THE REST OF THE FIELD?

No. It all looked like normal corn that something had set down on it in a circle — without
touching it! (laughs) Can you believe that?!

THERE HAVE BEEN OTHER CORN CIRCLE REPORTS AND EVERYONE ASKS:
HOW DO YOU TAKE THOSE THICK STEMS AND SWIRL THEM?

All the corn root system in that circle was not broke off either.

WHERE THE STEMS WENT INTO THE GROUND TO THE ROOTS, WERE THEY
CURVED OVER WITHOUT CRACKS OR BREAKS?

Yes.

VERY CLEANLY CURVED TO THE GROUND?

Yes. Those stalks should have broken off!

LIKE YOU WOULD FORM A PIPE TO CURVE TO THE GROUND?

Yes.

WHO MEASURED THE 46 FEET, FIVE INCHES?

We had our tape measure and measured it. And some people came down from lowa City
and they were in the field for quite awhile and they measured it over and over. [ Paranet
investigators - see 1991 report below.]

WHAT DID THEY SAY?

They said it was unexplainable. They took samples and all that and they could not figure
anything out.

DID YOU HARVEST THE CORN IN THOSE 1991 CIRCLES?

Yes.



Unusual Lights Reported in Sky

One witness saw an unidentified light moving over nearby fields around 9:30 p.m.

A second witness on a road adjacent to the field reported seeing a classic saucer

descending toward the field as if preparing to land between 12:30 and 1:00 a.m.

A third witness heard an unusual ‘'rumbling, bumping sound' between 2 and 3 a.m."
- "'1991 Paranet Information Service Field Investigation Report™ (below)

DID ANYONE REPORT HEARING OR SEEING ANYTHING UNUSUAL IN THE SKY
AT THAT TIME?

Two or three people said they saw something. It's in that report (see below).

DID YOU HEAR FROM ANY OTHER FARMERS HAVING CIRCLES IN THE
SUMMER OF 1991?

No, nothing, until a couple of years ago, there was a farmer up by Tama, lowa, who had a
circle in his soybean field. I don’t know who it was.

HOW FAR IS THAT FROM BLUE GRASS?
150 miles northwest. | believed him, too, when he said he had a circle he couldn’t explain.
WAS IT IN SOYBEANS?

Yes. Another soybean circle about ten years after our corn circles.”

1991 Paranet Information Service Field
Investigation Report, August 29, 1991

sisgmoee  GOE 1

Field Investigation Report
[excerpts]

{c) Copyright 1661 Paraiiet Information Service. Al Rights Reserved.

CASE NUMBER: FPN-91-0001
REPORT NUMBER: FN-91-0001-1 (20 Aug 91)
INCIDENT DATE: Wed,/Thu, August 21/22, 1991
INCIDENT TIME: 9:30 pm to 3:00 am Central Time
INCIDENT LOCATION

Blue Grass, lowa (90 deg 45 min W, 41 deg 30 min M)
WEATHER AND ASTRONOMICAL CONDITIONS

Clear skies. no precip, temp in low 70s, wind < 10 mph

Sunset T:57 Wednesday, sunrise 6:21 am Thursday

Moonrise 5:58 pm Wednesday, moonset 3:34 am Thursday

Saturn 8.5 degrees from moon. Ne other planets visthle

Lunar fllumination 91%,
FRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS

James Roger Black, lowa City, lowa (author of this report)

Robert W. Atwood, lowa City, lowa (photegrapher and associate)
SUMMARY
A 46.5-foot circle appeared n a corn feld east of Blue Grass, lowa, on the
night of Wednesday/Thursday, August 21-22, 1991, One witness saw an
unldentified light moving over nearby fields around 9:30 pm. A second witness
on a road adjacent to the field reported seeing a classic saucer descending
toward the feld as If prepacring to land between 12:30 and 1:00 am. A third
witness heard an unusual "rumbling, bumping sound” between 2:00 and 2:00
am. A second circle appeared in a different field on the night of
Saturday,/Sunday, August 24-25, 1991, but it appears to be a hoax perpetrated
in response to the first circle.
BACKGROUND
Blue Grass, Iowa, Is a farming community of approximately 1400 people near
the lowa/Illinais border. It sits astride U.5, Highway 61 between Davenport (4
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miles east of Blue Grass in the "Quad Cities” area) and Muscatine (20 miles
southwest of Blue Grass): Interstate 80 Hes about 7 miles to the north and the
Mississippd River about 4 miles to the south. Despite its proximity to a major
metropolitan area, Blue Grass suill has the feel of an isolated rural community,
and the gturrounding corm and sfuybes.n fields can be quite dark and forbidding
in the dead of night.

As in most small towns. evervone knews everybody and their business. which
leads leads to sone interesting relationships among the witnesses in this case.
For example. M.A.'s husband regularly Elaya cards with Snowball Meyer: and
C.5., who helps care for M.AL's husband because of his chronic medical
problems, is the brother of 3.5, In a larger community such inter-relationships
would immediately raige questions of collusion; in a town like Blue Grass, it is
merely an inevitable part of the local cultare,

The Blue Grass area, ke much of eastern lowa, has been a hotbed of UFO
actvity for years, One sightseer we encountered during our investigation told
us that she had been “chased home” In her car by a brightly lit UFO in 19586,
and we were told that another Blue Grass resident’s vacation campsite in
southern lowa had been burzed by bright lights earlier in the year. Last year a
similar erop circle (n a corn field near Milan. [linols, just across the
Missisaippi River, was examined by MUFON investigators, and several UFOQ-
related incidents were reported in the press. Two of the witnesses in the
present case reported frequent nocturnal lights and close encounters during
the past two years, culminating in the events which are narrated In this report.

SNOWBALL MEYER'S CROP CIRCLE

On Friday, August 23, 1991, ParaNet Investigator Robert W, Atwood of lowa
City. lowa, learned from a co-worker that a crop circle had appeared in a field
owned by the co-worker's father-in-law, Delmar "Snowball” Meyer of Blue
Grass, lowa. Mr. Atwood immediately contacted me by telephone and together
we drove to Blue Grass. armiving at Mr. Meyer's farm at about 5:30 pm,

Snowball has been a farmer ever since De left the Marines in 1854; he has been
at his present location for 20 years. He is 57 years old. with three children,
and remarried after the death of his first wife. He has no religious afliaton
and no hobbies--"|ust this erazy farming” and a few rounds of golf "when 've
got the time", He is respected by his neighbors and described as "ot ane to
draw attention to himsell.”

The farm is located approsdmately 1.25 miles east of Blue Grass amid gently
rolling hills, on the sontheast corner of the intersection of Highway 61 and
Coon Hunter Road, [ appears tidy and prosperous, with five major buildings
and some metal storage &ilos in addition to a large farmhouse. There is also
an older conerete silo standing by feself at the southeast corner of the
homestead.

PN-91-0001-1[excerpta] ] Blue Grass Crop Clrele

We were directed to the circle by Mr. Meyer's son and grandson: Snowball
himself was already at the circle with seme frends when we arrived, The cirele
was situated in a corn fieid about 150 vards south of the homestead, en a
slight Incline which slopes downward toward the northwest. The feld is
completely surmounded by an electric fence except for a large metal gate on the
north side. Mr. Meyer's family assured us that the fence was electrified
Wednesday night, and that due to its design (using line current instead of a
battery) it would deliver a particularly nasty jolt o anyone who came in
contact with it,

Local television station KWQC had already wisited the farm and carried a
"humorous” story about the eirele on their noon news report, prompting a
number of nelghbors to visit the site before we got there; but Sn

been careful to minimize damage to the circle and the surrounding fields, The
corm was well over our heads and clesely planted (about 3.5 feet between rows
and only 6 ches between individual plants within the rows), and we had to
walle earefully to keep from damaging the remaining crops. A pronounced trall
leading from the gate to the circle had been formed by the steady stream of
visitors and family members; two smaller tratls leading toward Coon Hunter
Road were attributed o sightseers who had eome that way after the fence was
turnied off. Snowball Insisted that hie had carefully examined the field
immetiately after finding the circle and that there had been no evidence of
trails or footprints at that time.

He explained that he first neticed the virels about 6 pm Thursday afternoon
while driving on Coon Hunter Road. He added that the circle was only
partially visible from the road, appearing from that vantage point as a
semicircle rather than a complete circle, but that from the moment he saw it
“something told me this is what 1 was going (o find.” He was ecrtain the clrcle
was not there at 6 pm Wednesday (which is corroborated by the fact that the
leaves of the fallen plants were still green when he first them
Thursday evening). He conecluded that the circle must been formed some tme
Wednesday night: but he could recall nothing unusual abourt that night. and
he conlessed that he was completely baflled by the whole thing. He also said
that he had never had any problems in the past with vandals, pranksters,
trespassers, thieves, or any other peculiar or troublesome events.

Snowball reported the ineident to the Scott County Sheriff's Department
almost immedlately [at 7:068 pm Thursday according to the offieial report), but
the investigating olficer had dismlissed the incident as an act of “vandalism®
despite an inability to find any footprints or any evidence of how it was
accomplished. Snowball said that the incident had left him “keyed up” and
nervous, and that he had trouble sleeping Thursday night: he sald it bothered
him to think that things like this could happen on his land without his
knewledge or consent.

Within the circle, the corn plants had been swirled counter-clockwise around

the center in a manner similar to the wheat cireles in England, with the
individual stalks lying at right angles (o the radius. With few exceptions the
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stalks were not broken off but rather had been simply pushed over at nst
the ground as if by a high wind, with the roots on one side pulled out of the
ground and those on the other still burted, (Those stalks that were broken ofi-
-we counted only four, all clustered together near the western edge of the
eirele--were broken cleanly just ahove the roots, and there was still
considerable moisture in the break.) There was no evidence of any damage to
leaves or stalks (both of which are very fragile due to the low rainfall in recent
weeks), and none of the ears had been detached. Four other plants which had
previously been pulled over and broken by foraging raccoons (as evidenced by
their gnawed and discolored ears] were stlll standing in varicus parts of the
ecirele: they measured between 19 and 30 inches tall and sh no evidence of
recent damage. [n one place--again on the western e-=the leaves seemed to
have been swirled around adjacent stalks somewhat like the "braiding” patterns
reported In English wheat clircles.

We measured the circle's diameter half a dozen times, and each time arrived at
the figure of 46,5 feet with an error of at most a couple of inches. The
investigating officer from the SherilTs office had examined the center of the
cirele and found no evidence that a apike or post had been driven Into the
ground there; we conducted our own scarch and found nothing efther. The
cireumference was clearly defined, again in the manner of the igh elrcles; a
plant inside the circle would be pushed over and lying perfectly flat, while
another plant only six inches away but outside the circle would be standing
perfectly straight and unteuched. The only irregularity was on the western
edge, where nwa or three plants outside the circle were slightly damaged; but
Snowball attributed this to the carclessness of the sightseers who had come
from that direction and insisted it had not been that way when he first arrived
on the scene.

The ground in this particular fleld is mostly elay and was extremely dry (3

due to the near-drought conditions), with I)'rll) evidence of any mnd_s{m?rax.%?.'l’?n
the first three or four inches of soll. Snowball informed us that the feld is
neither deeply tilled npr chemically fertilized; instead he prefers to tumn the
cows loose in it after the harvest and "let them fertilize it for me.” As a result,
the soil is quite hard and compacted. Mevertheless, the surface was covered
with a light, powdery layer of dust which was easily disturbed; a cooler carred
into the circle earlier in the day by one of Snowball's friends had leit clear
marks cverywhere i{ was set down, We found it was possible to walk through
the field without leaving footprints if one wore flat-bottomed shoes and took
great care, but ficld boots left characteristic marks everywhere,

There was no obvious difference between the ground inside the circle and the
ground outside of it and no evidence of desiccation (bevond the drylng and
yellowing one would nermally expect of uprooted plants in the hot summer
sun). Several grass plants were still green and standing amid the Rattened
corn, as were 4 number of shorter buttonweeds; but the taller buttonweeds had
been broken {altheugh not completely detached) and then knocked over n the
same spiral pattern as the corn. Near the center of the circle ane tall
buttonweed plant had been broken twice and left standing so that it formed a
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square with the ground about two feet on a side. The top edge of this
particular plant was a noticeably different color than the rest of [t [grey instead
0:’ dark green), but otherwise there was no unusual discoloration of any of the
plants,

As evening came on, we noticed a falr number of flies on the fallen cormn, but

was no other insect activity that we could find, Snowball did inform us.
however, that there had been some rootworm Infestation in the field, [Since
rootworm weakens the stalk near the base, it could explain the handful of
plants which had been broken off instead of uprooted,) We took pictures of
everything we could think of, but did not take any soil or vegetation samples
both because of the lateness of our arrival and because we have not yet
arranged for use of the necessary laboratory facilities.

On gur way out of the field we encountered a small herd of cattle, both eows
and bulls, penned up near the old silo. They seemed unusually attentive to us,
drawing up together in a mass and staring at us for as long as we stood still,
At the slightest movement, however, they "spocked” and ran some distance
away, then turned and stared again. Snowball's family said that their cows
have always been nervous and easily upset, so this is presumably “normal®
behavior for them, but it seemed very strange to us, We asked Snowball
whether there had been any mutilations or missing cattle in the area: he said
he was not aware of any, but that with cattle cften set free to forage in the
fields it might be days before anyone would notice if one did tum up missing.

DISCUSSION: CROP CIRCLE FORMATION

Muech of our discussion with witnesses and with other researchers about this
case has centered on how this ahd other erop circles could have been formed.

The easlest explanation, of course, is a hoax, And. indeed, there are some
elements that might be consistent with a hoax. The center of the circle fell
precisely between two rows of corn, which is where one would expect a hoaxer
to begin; and it was a bright meonlit night, which would have obviated the
need for antificelal illumination.

On the other hand, these who offer this answer will be hard-pressed (o come
up with any mechanism consistent with the rest of the physical evidence:

The clrele was perfectly round to within a few inches--about
one percent of the radius.

The individual comn stalks were precisely laid out at right
angles to the radius.

There were no signs of abrasion on the sides of the stalks, no
damage to the leaves, and no detached cars of comn,
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Small weeds and grass in the circle were not trampled, broken,
or atherwise damaged.

Stalks which had already been broken by predators were left
standing: anly tall-standing. intact stalks were knocked down.

There was no evidence of a central stake, footprints, or other
marks of human ntervention.

In general, force applied to the upper part of a mature corn stalk will cause it
o snap near that point; force applied to the lower stalk will break it off
between four and six inches abeve the fwnd' We found no evidence of either
kind of damage in the circle, All but a handful of stalks were partially
uprooted; the rest were snapped off within an inch of the ground. Bath are
consistent with a force applied evenly to the entire length of the stalk rather
than at a particular point, which would seem to rule out any mechanism
involving a rope or chain. The only hoaxing method we can’ envision would
require applying a slowly increasing pressure at the base of each individual
plant--within the first six inches or so above the ground--until the roots Eave
way and the plant toppled over. Such an approach would be [neredibly ume-
consuming; there are approximately *one thousand® individual plants in a
circle of this size. Several people might be able to do it in an hour or twe if
they never stopped to rest and never made a mistake: one person might do it in
hall the night. [f done with bare hands it would require a lot of kneeling and
crawiing around, which would almost certeinly have left marks in the dust: (f
dene with machinery it should have left some kind of marks on the stalks,
Further complicating the issue is the eleetric fence (which would have required
travel through the homestead area to reach the gate) and the fact that drag%tng
or carrying machinery through the close-standing stalks should have left tell-
tale signs, While a hoax can never be absolutely ruled out (people can, after
all, be extraordinarily clever when they want to be}, it seems extremely unlikely
in this instance.

I discussed weather as an explanation for the circle with both Snowball and
J.H., but both firmly dismissed this posstbility. Snowball admitted that the
fleld where the circle appeared Is “one of the worst for windstorms™ and that
"this hill catches it all the time.” But both he and J.H. insisted that never in
their many years of ce with wind damage had they ever seen corn
knocked over in a single perfect circle and the plants otherwise left undamaged.
Normal storm winds, they said. will uproot the stalks in a similar fashion. but
in a straight line instead of a clrele; furthermore, there is abways a considerable
amount of damage to the plants, especlally torn or detached leaves, and there
are generally a cant number of plants left standing in the midst of the
damage. A typical whirlwind, on the other hand--far from forming a single
perfect clrele--will "chew up” crops in a long, jagged scar, leaving them tangled
and tom but sl standing, Finally, it should be noted that the weather in the
BElue Grass area during the time in question was dry and clear, and the wind
was less than 10 miles per hour--hardly consistent with a violent windstorm,
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The “plasma vortex” explanation was Initially attractive, sinee this little-
understoed phenomenon allegedly forms near-perfict :A;I;u'e.ﬂ. within which the
kinds of high winds required by this case can occur, t line of thought fell
apart, however, when we learned that a erop circle formed last vear in Milan,
[llinots was also measured at precisely 46.5 feet. It seems extremely unlikely,
to say the least. that "plasma vortices” or any other natural phenomenan
‘would create two cireles of identical diameter within ten miles of each other in
two successive summers. This would seem to require some kind of intelligent
origin for both cireles, whether human or otherwise, It should also be noted
that this particular eircle formed in the middle of the only open expanse in an
area cluttered with trees, fences, roads, buildings, and farm equipment. One
waould expect a natural phenomenon to be a littie less discriminating,

Of course, in the Milan case the clrele was swirled clockwise Instead of
caunterclockwise, and most of the stalks were broken off at ground level
instead of uprooted. However, this is not so great a disc ancy as it might
seem. Whether corn will upront or snap off in high Mndr?cpmds on how
deeply it Is rooted and whether or not it is infested with insects which can
weaken the stalk. In the Blue Grass eircle, the roots of the corn plants were
only three or four inches deep (somewhat shallow for this late in the year)
which may have made them easler to uproot than normal. Furthermore, the
one place where we found some stalks broken off instead of uprooted was on
the western (i.e., down-slope} edge, where one would expect greater molsture
and deeper root systems. Finally, the roots of the plants in question were
tangled together more tightly than mest, and ¢ have presented greater
opposition to whatever force toppled the other plants.

©ne other polnt about the Bluc Grass circle needs to be emphasized. Whatever
acted to ereate it, it did not involve the kdnd of broad, erushing force that
would be generated by large planks or sheets of plywood--or. for that matter, by
a grounded {lying saucer. Some of the plants (the grass, smaller buttonweeds,
and previously broken com stalks) remained upright and undamaged, while
everything around them was being Oattened; consequently, if some kind of
vehicle descended toward the field as M.A. elaims, it could not have come
closer than about thirty inches to the ground. It would scem that the foree
which ereated the circle, whatever il was, acted on the stalks individually, not
callectively--and that fact must be paramount in any theory that attempts to
explain it

AFTERMATH

According to Snowball Mever, the mayor of Blue Grass went up in a small
plane over the weekend to get a look at the circle from the air, and immediately
spotted a second eirele in another one of Snowball's corn fields, This circle
was adjacent to Highway 61 (only about 40 feet into the field) and
approxamately the same size as the first: but unlike the first one, the stalks
had all been broken off about four to six inches above the ground--preeisely
whal one would expect from a hoax. Snowball was of the opinion that this
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circle was created by pranksters Saturday night afier news of the first circle got
around, and he was not at all pleased about it. "If it's a prank and it keeps
happening. somebody's going to get hurt.” he warmed.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Contaet James Roger Blaek, 1130 Church Street, lowa City, [A 52245
Home phone: (319) 338-5853. Office phone: {319) 335-3603
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More Information:

For further information about crop formations, please see reports below and going back to
1999 in the Earthfiles Archives and my book, Mysterious Lights and Crop Circles in the
Earthfiles Shop:

* 08/31/2006 -- Part 3: Five Circle Pattern in Geneseo, lllinois, Soybeans

* 08/28/2006 -- Part 2: Five Circle Pattern in Geneseo, Illinois, Soybeans

» 08/27/2006 -- Part 1: Five Circles in Geneseo, lllinois, Soybeans

« 08/17/2006 -- Military Helicopter Aggression Toward Red Sphere in U. K.

« 08/16/2006 -- Etchilhampton August 15, 2006, Wheat Formation

«(07/21/2006 -- U. K. 17 Crop Patterns Reported Between July 4 - 20

* 06/11/2006 -- Updated: Two Mysterious Circles in Wheat Baffle Kansas Farmer

» 04/07/2006 -- First 2006 Grass Circles in Conondale, Queensland, Australia

* 09/02/2005 -- Part 2: Mysterious Lights At Coles County, Illinois, Corn Circles

* 09/02/2005 -- Part 1: New York and Ohio Corn Circles "Flattened 2 to 5 Feet Above Ground"
» 09/02/2005 -- First 2005 Canadian Crop Circles Reported

» 08/09/2005 -- Three Extraordinary U. K. Crop Formations Reported August 9, 2005

* 08/07/2005 -- Mysterious Light Photographed in Canadian Woods

* 08/02/2005 -- Part 1: Anomalies Confirmed in Pennsylvania and Arizona Randomly Downed Crops
* 07/23/2005 -- Mystery of Six Grass Circle Formations in North Carolina

« 07/19/2005 -- Crop Formation in Czech Republic

» 07/18/2005 -- Garsington, Oxfordshire, U.K. Wheat Formation - Astronomical Orbit?
«(07/01/2005 -- U. K. Bicyclist Reports Mysterious, Low Hovering Objects Bending Wheat
* 06/28/2005 -- Crop Circles in Poland

* 05/26/2005 -- Phoenix Barley Mystery: Apparently Irrigation and Wind

« 05/20/2005 -- May 2005 Crop Formation Update in Six Countries

* 04/12/2005 -- First 2005 Dutch Crop Circles Reported in Hoeven, Holland Grass

Websites:

American Crop Circles, ICCRA: http://www.cropcirclenews.com/

English Crop Circles, Current and Archived: http://www.cropcircleconnector.com
Canadian Crop Circles, CCCRN: http://www.cccrn.ca/

German Crop Circles: http://www.kornkreise-forschung.de

Dutch Crop Circles, DCCA: http://www.dcca.nl

http://www.lucypringle.co.uk
http://www.members.iinet.net.au/~bwratten/ccc.html
http://lwww.cropcircleresearch.com
http://www.x-cosmos.it
http://www.bertjanssen.nl
http://www.swirlednews.com
http://www.heramagazine.net
http://mww.CropCircleAnswers.com
http://www.ukcropcircles.co.uk/?page=home
http://www.temporarytemples.co.uk
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