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Part 1:  More New Zealand Metal Spheres Under Project Moon Dust

© 2009 by Linda Moulton Howe

 

U. S. Department of Defense, Joint Chiefs of Staff Message Center,
from Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) concerning Project Moon Dust information

from New Zealand location received on November 13, 1978.

 

Timeline of Metal Spheres Discovered South of Ashburton, New Zealand:

1)  4 similar-sized titanium alloy balls 15 inches in diameter landed on John
Lindores farm about 10 miles south of Ashburton on April 3, 1972. Soviets
denied metal balls were remnants of Venus-bound spacecraft later renamed
Cosmos 482. But New Zealand authorities said Cyrillic Russian writing was
found, even though never photographed.

2)  2 other smaller titanium alloy balls, a larger piece of spacecraft and a
cylindrical structure were also found by other residents April 3, 1972, a little
further south of Ashburton.

Back row:  Group of four similar-sized titanium alloy spheres found on April 3, 1972, by
farmer John Lindores about 10 miles south of Ashburton. Front row: Two smaller spheres,
larger spacecraft piece and cylindrical structure found further south of John Lindores farm.

Photograph © Ashburton Aviation Museum.

 



Russian Space Web.com illustration of  “the Venera-D spacecraft approaching clouds-veiled
Venus. Shown configuration was only one of several designs envisioned at the conclusion of the
project's definition phase in September 2009. A ball-shaped capsule containing the main lander

can be seen at the top, with four mini-capsules carrying atmospheric balloons attached just
below it. Individual entry capsules for each balloon would allow to deploy scientific sensors

over much wider regions of the planet then it would be possible if they were all released from a
single descent vehicle.”

3)  Silicon-aluminum alloy sphere found October 24, 1978, by farmer John
Lovett also south of Ashburton.

4)  Silicon-aluminum alloy sphere found November 5, 1978, by New Zealand
DSIE (Defense Security Information Exchange) also south of Ashburton.

The triangle pattern of metallic spheres discovered between April 3, 1972,
and October 24 and November 5, 1978, were in a region about ten miles

south of Ashburton, South Island, New Zealand.

November 18, 2009  Albuquerque, New Mexico - On March 31, 1972, the Soviet Union launched a
Venus 9 spacecraft later renamed Cosmos 482 with the goal of making a Venus trajectory for
exploration. But four days later on April 3, 1972, the Venus 9 failed as it tried to move into the planned
Venus trajectory. At 1 AM on April 3, 1972, a farmer named John Lindores of Ashburton, New
Zealand, reported that four red-hot, metallic balls about 38 centimeters in diameter (15 inches) landed
on his farm near Ashburton. Two smaller spheres, a larger spacecraft piece and cylindrical structure
were found further south of John Lindores farm by other residents.

In 2002, declassified New Zealand government files contained correspondence from Sir Keith
Holyoake, New Zealand's Foreign Affairs Minister in 1972, who wrote that the spheres were “probably
gas pressure vessels of a kind used in the launching rocket.” But the Soviets denied the New Zealand
space debris was theirs and the Americans did not have any craft with a re-entry path that would have
gone over New Zealand.

 

Two More Metallic Spheres South of
Ashburton, New Zealand, in 1978

A Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) transmittal of a New Zealand message concerning Project Moon
Dust has been given to me by retired Navy Chief Yeoman (Ret.) Thomas Colman Sheppard, who I



interviewed in November 2006, about his 1976 experiences at White Beach, Okinawa, with highly
classified MJ-12-stamped photographs and documents concerning the crash of non-human vehicles in
Roswell, New Mexico, and the retrieval of non-human bodies. 

See:

• 03/17/2006 — Part 1: U.S. Navy Chief Yeoman Describes "Extraterrestrial
Biological Entities" in TOP SECRET/MAJIC Photographs

• 03/23/2006 — Part 2: U.S. Navy Chief Yeoman Describes "Extraterrestrial
Biological Entities" in TOP SECRET/MAJIC Photographs

After our interview about the MJ-12 classified photographs and documents that were vaulted on
Thanksgiving night of 1976 in a U. S. Navy White Beach safe, Tom Sheppard has continued to search
for reasons why such a sensitive TOP SECRET file would be stored at an American Navy base in
Japan.

This year of 2009 while searching the Defense Intelligence Agency website, Tom Sheppard came
across the following 4-page message dated “Received 13 NOV '78” from (U.S. Defense Attaché
Office)  USDAO/Wellington, New Zealand to RUEKJCS/DIA, Washington, D. C., PRIORITY
information for Air Intelligence Group, Ft. Belvoir, Virginia; Foreign Technology Division (FTD)
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio; Headquarters ADCOM (Administrative Command) Peterson AFB,
Colorado Springs, Colorado; and Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.  Source:  Pages 78 on,
http://www.dia.mil/publicaffairs/Foia/ufo2.pdf

The context is Project Moon Dust (retrieval of foreign/E. T. technologies) and two different discoveries
are described: one on October 24, 1978, and November 5, 1978. The two 1972 impact areas were
approximately 10.5 miles apart. The apparent 1978 impact area is about 5 miles south of both the
previous 1972 impact areas, forming a triangular pattern.

 

DIA distributed the following number of copies to the following recipients:

1)  J3 (14 copies): Joint Chiefs of Staff Command Systems Operations Division

[ Editor's Note:   

JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//J3/J4/J4-HSSD//J5



The JCS J-3 Command Systems Operations Division manages the operations of
the J-3 information system facilities and maintains operational control of the
Crisis Management Automated Data Processing System for the National
Military Command Center. On a worldwide basis, the division maintains
operational control of the Worldwide Military Command and Control System
and has primary responsibility within J-3 for the development and
implementation of the Global Command and Control System and the Top
Secret Support System. Source:  National Military Command Center
(NMCC). ]

2)  J5 (2 copies): Joint Chiefs of Staff Strategic Plans and Policy

3)  J3: NMCC (1 copy) 

[ Editor's Note:  National Military Command Center (NMCC) - The National
Military Command Center (NMCC) is located in the Joint Staff area of the
Pentagon. The NMCC is responsible for generating Emergency Action
Messages (EAMs) to launch control centers, nuclear submarines, recon
aircraft and battlefield commanders worldwide.

The NMCC staff provides continuous operation monitoring, reporting, training,
maintenance management, and coordination for all communications-
electronics activities and systems supporting the NMCC to ensure minimum
essential National Military Command System (NMCS) connectivity for the
Single Integrated Operational Plan execution, worldwide situation monitoring,
and crisis management. It also provides Joint Staff with ADP operations,
support and information relating to operational capabilities of the United States
in the area of nuclear command and control, primarily missile warning systems
of the Integrated Tactical Warning and Attack Assessment (ITW/AA) network.

The more than 300 people in the NMCC have responsibilities that are
operational in nature, and thus it is not funded and maintained by the Joint
Staff. The Air Force, as the executive agent for NMCC support, provides
logistical, budgetary, facility and systems support.]

Emergency Conference Room (ECR) of National Military Command Center (NMCC), located
in the Joint Staff area of the Pentagon, Washington, D. C.

4)  Secretary of Defense (7 copies)

5)  Secretary of Defense: ASO:ISA (10 copies):  Air Support Operations: International
Standardization Agreement

6)  DIA (5 copies):   Defense Intelligence Agency

7)  DIA NMIC (26 copies): Defense Intelligence Agency National Maritime Intelligence
Center, Office of Naval Intelligence, Suitland, Maryland.

8)  CMC CC, Washington, D. C.:  Classified Material Conversion

http://www.nsa.gov/cmc/_files/cmc_procedures.pdf

http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/iraq/gulflink/removed/95071933.htm

9)  CSAF, Washington, D. C.:  Chief of Staff U. S. Air Force

http://www.af.mil/information/csaf/index.asp

10)  CNO, Washington, D. C.:  Chief of Naval Operations

11)  CSA, Washington, D. C.:  Chief of Staff Army



12)  CIA, Central Intelligence Agency, Langley, Virginia

13)  NSA, National Security Agency, Ft. Meade, Maryland

14)  File

 

The message is about an incident in Ashburton, New Zealand, on October 24, 1978, in which “a space
fragment, known locally as a ‘space ball,’ was picked up by farmer John Lovett in his paddock about 20
kilometers south of Ashburton on New Zealand's South Island. It was turned over to the New Zealand
police who in turn delivered it to the National Radiation Laboratory in Christchurch for a radioactive
check (negative finding). The object has now been delivered to the DSIR (New Zealand Department of
Scientific and Industrial Research) for detailed examination and analysis.

“On November 5, 1978, a second ‘space ball’ was found by DSIE (Defense Security Information
Exchange). R. O. believes that a U. S. techncal team would be welcome to examine the objects,
although their R. O. has not discussed that possibility with any New Zealand authorities.”

Included in the Defense Intelligence Agency's Moon Dust message was the following comment from the
Embassy Scientific attache:

“The two spherical space objects and other apparent space debris, which were found in April 1972,
were located in virtually the same area south of Ashburton. (The two 1972 impact areas were
approximately 10.5 miles apart. The apparent 1978 impact area is about 5 miles south of both the
previous 1972 impact areas, forming a triangular pattern.)

“The statistical likelihood of two separate spacecraft decaying in a way, which caused them to impact
in virtually the same spot on the globe was considered to be so small as to make the 1978 objects
suspect. The suspicion was reinforced by advice from Lt. John Baker-Nunn Tracking Station that they
had not been alerted to space craft decay during the October 23 to 24 period.

“The Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR)'s advice to the science officer November
3, 1978, that the sphere was a silicon-aluminum alloy with a melting point of less than ??? degrees
caused doubt that a space object with such a low melting point could survive re-entry in such a
surprisingly complete condition, even if shielded (There are no evidences of shielding other than the
magnetic spattering.)

“The discovery of the second sphere on November 5, 1978, however, seems to increase the likelihood
that the objects are indeed space fragments and, because the alfalfa field had been worked earlier this
year, it would seem to eliminate the possibility that the spheres were connected with the 1972 findings.

“Also, from the observation of the first ball, it was too clean inside and out to have been laying about
since 1972, or even for several months. (The New Zealand police say they did not clean the ball.) The
interior of the ball is covered in a fine, light brown dust, which has not yet been analyzed. Through the
holes in the sphere, the equatorial weld can be ovserved, and it is apparent the weld was external only.
The weld bead did not penetrate the joint, and a fairly wide reach between the two hemispheres is 
observable. DSIR will continue to cooperate with full analysis information. End of scientific attache's
comment.”





Source:  Pages 78 on, http://www.dia.mil/publicaffairs/Foia/ufo2.pdf
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MULT                                                                                                                        53557
                                                                                                  SECT 01 OF 53557
ACTION
             DIA:
DISTR
            J3 (14)  J5 (02)  J3:NMCC  SECDEF (07)  SECDEF: ASO:ISA (10)
            :DIA: (05)  : :DIA (26)  NMIC
-             CMC CC  WASHINGTON DC
-            CSAF  WASHINGTON DC
-            CNO  WASHINGTON DC
-             CSA  WASHINGTON DC
-             CIA
-             NSA WASH DC
            FILE
(058)

 

TRANSIT/080141Z/080221Z/080:40TOR3120212                        STAMPED NOFORM
DE RUEHBAZ  #6108 3126151
ZNY CCCCC
P 080141Z NOV 78
FM USDAO/WELLINGTON
TO RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHDC PRIORITY                        STAMPED   REC’D  13NOV ‘78
INFO RUEAAIG/7502  AIR INTELLIGENCE GROUP  FT BELVOIR VA
RUCIAEA/FTD  WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB OH
RUWRNLB/ HQ ADCOM PETERSON AFB CO



RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC
ST
BLACKED OUT / SECTION 01 OF 02 USDAO/WELLILNGTON #6108

DIA FOR DT-3 INFO DC-4/ 7602 AIR INTEL GP FOR INCO:
FTD WRIGHT-PAT AFB FOR TDANO; ADCOM FOR J-21: SECSTATE FOR
INR AND GRM OR GPM OR GFM?
THIS IS IR 6 869 8186 78

1. (U)  COUNTRY:  NEW ZEALAND (NZ)
2. (U)  REPORT NUMBER: 6 869 8186 78
3. (U)  TITLE; (U) PROJECT MOON DUST
4. (U)  PROJECT NR:  NA
5.  (U)  DATE OF INFORMATION: 24 OCT – 5 NOV 78
6.  (U)  DATE OF REPORT:  781107
7.  (U)  DATE AND PLACE OF ACQ;  781187 – WELLINGTON, NZ
8.  (U)  REFERENCE:  CIR D-T38-49756 (CONTINUING)
9.  (U)  ASSESSMENT:  SOURCE A INFO 2

PAGE 1                        BLACKED OUT                        ??111?1?

 

PAGE 2                        BLACKED OUT                                                            53557
10. (U)  ORIGINATOR: USDAO  WELLINGTON, NZ
11. (U)  REQUEST FOR EVAL:  NO
12.             BLACKED OUT
13.             BLACKED OUT
14. (U)  SOURCE;  AMEMBASSY SCIENTIFIC ATTACHE
15. (U)  DIRC;  NO OF SCIENTIFIC
16. SUMMARY:  BLACKED OUT  THE NEW ZEALAND DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND
INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH HAS ADVISED THE EMBASSY’S SCIENTIFIC
AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH HAS ADVISED THE EMBASSY’S SCIENTIFIC
ATTACHE OF THE INVESTIGATION OF POSSIBLE FOREIGN SPACE
MATERIAL REENTRY. ALTHOUGH THIS STATION IS NOT CURRENTLY
ON A MOON DUST ALERT, THIS REPORT IS BEING MADE IAW REF
CIR TO INFORM ADDRESSES THAT POSSIBLE SPACE FRAGMENTS HAVE
BEEN LOCATED IN NEW ZEALAND.   THE EMBASSY IS REPORTING THE INFORMATION IN
ACCORDANCE WITH STATE DEPARTMENT INSTRUCTIONS.
22.  BLACKED OUT       THE FOLLOWING IS KEYED TO PARA 12, A
OF REF CIR.
12.A. (1)  SIGHTINGS:
(A)  POSITION OF OBSERVER;  ASHBURTON, NEW ZEALAND
(43-54S, 171-48E)
(B)  TIME OF SIGHTING;  APPROXIMATELY 1400 GMT, 781823
(C)  UNKNOWN
(D)  UNKNOWN
(E)  UNKNOWN
(F)  UNKNOWN
(G) UNKNOWN
(H) UNKNOWN
(I)  UNKNOWN
(J)  OTHER DATA ASSOCIATED WITH THE SIGHTING;  THERE HAS BEEN ONLY ONE
UNCONFIRMED OBSERVATION BY AN ASHBURTON MILKMAN WHO REPORTED A
SIGHTING ABOUT 1400 GMT ON A NORTH TO SOUTH TRAJECTORY.

(2)  GROUNDED MATERIAL:
(A)  LOCATION (44-04S – 171-44E)
(B)  CIRCUMSTANCES OF RECOVERY:  ON 24 OCT 78, A SPACE FRAGMENT, KNOWN
LOCALLY AS A ‘SPACE BALL’, WAS PICKED UP
BY FARMER JOHN LOVETT IN HIS PADDOCK ABOUT 20 KM SOUTH OF
ASHBURTON ON NEW ZEALAND’S SOUTH ISLAND. IT WAS TURNED
OVER TO THE NEW ZEALAND POLICE WHO IN TURN DELIVERED IT
TO THE NATIONAL RADIATION LABORATORY IN CHRISTCHURCH FOR
A RADIOACTIVE CHECK (NEGATIVE FINDING).   THE OBJECT HAS
NOW BEEN DELIVERED TO THE NZ DSIR FOR DETAILED EXAMINATION AND ANALYSIS.  
ON NOV 5 A SECOND ‘SPACE BALL’ WAS FOUND BY
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[ Editor’s Note:  Even though the following is a 3rd page it is marked again as PAGE 2.]
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DSIE.
(F)  TECHNICAL INVESTIGATION;  R.O. BELIEVES THAT A U.S.



TECHNICAL TEAM WOULD BE WELCOME TO EXAMINE THE OBJECTS
ALTHOUGH THE R. O. HAS NOT DISCUSSED THAT POSSIBILITY WITH
ANY NEW ZEALAND AUTHORITIES.

COMMENT:   BLACKED OUT      THE FOLLOWING COMMENT FROM THE EMBASSY
SCIENTIFIC ATTACHE IS OFFERED:

QUOTE  THE TWO SPHERICAL SPACE OBJECTS AND OTHER APPARENT SPACE DEBRIS
WHICH WERE FOUND IN APRIL 1972 WERE LOCATED
IN VIRTUALLY THE SAME AREA SOUTH OF ASHBURTON.   (THE TWO
1972 IMPACT AREAS WERE APPROXIMATELY TEN AND ONE-HALF
MILES APART.   THE APPARENT 1978 IMPACT AREA IS ABOUT FIVE
MILES SOUTH OF BOTH, FORMING A TRIANGULAR PATTERN).   THE
STATISTICAL LIKELIHOOD OF TWO SEPARATE SPACECRAFT DECAYING
IN A WAY WHICH CAUSED THEM TO IMPACT IN VIRTUALLY THE SAME
SPOT ON THE GLOBE WAS CONSIDERED TO BE SO SMALL AS TO MAKE
THE 1978 OBJECTS SUSPECT.    THIS SUSPICION WAS REINFORCED
BY ADVICE FROM MT. JOHN BAKER-NUNN TRACKING STATION THAT THEY HAD NOT
BEEN ALERTED TO SPACE CRAFT DECAY DURING THE
OCTOBER 23-24 PERIOD. DSIR’S ADVICE TO THE SCIENCE OFFICER NOVEMBER 3 THAT
THE SPHERE WAS A SILICON-ALUMINUM ALLOY
WITH A MELTING POINT OF LESS THAN ??? DEGREES CAUSED DOUBT
THAT A SPACE OBJECT WITH SUCH A LOW MELTING POINT COULD
SURVIVE RE-ENTRY IN SUCH A SURPRISINGLY COMPLETE CONDITION,
EVEN IF SHIELDED.   (THERE ARE NO EVIDENCES OF SHIELDING
OTHER THAN THE MAGNETIC SPATTERING.)   THE DISCOVERY OF THE
SECOND SPHERE ON NOVEMBER 5, HOWEVER, SEEMS TO INCREASE THE
LIKELIHOOD THAT THE OBJECTS ARE INDEED SPACE FRAGMENTS AND,
BECAUSE THE ALFALFA FIELD HAD BEEN WORKED EARLIER THIS
YEAR, IT WOULD SEEM TO ELIMINATE THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE
SPHERES WERE CONNECTED WITH THE 1972 FINDINGS.   ALSO, FROM
THE OBSERVATION OF THE FIRST BALL, IT WAS TOO CLEAN INSIDE
AND OUT TO HAVE BEEN LAYING ABOUT SINCE 1972 OR EVEN FOR
SEVERAL MONTHS.   (THE NZ POLICE SAY THEY DID NOT CLEAN THE
BALL.)   THE INTERIOR OF THE BALL IS COVERED IN A FINE,
LIGHT BROWN DUST WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN ANALYZED.   THROUGH
THE HOLES IN THE SPHERE, THE EQUATORIAL WELD CAN BE OBSERVED, AND IT IS
APPARENT THE WELD WAS EXTERNAL ONLY.
THE WELD BEAD DID NOT PENETRATE THE JOINT, AND A FAIRLY
WIDE REACH BETWEEN THE TWO HEMISPHERES IS OBSERVABLE.
DSIR WILL CONTINUE TO COOPERATE WITH FULL ANALYSIS INFOR-

PAGE  2                        BLACKED OUT                        ??111?1?

 

PAGE  3                        BLACKED OUT                        53559
MATION, UNQUOTE  END OF SCIENTIFIC ATTACHE’S COMMENT.
BLACKED OUT
??
#6108
ANNOTES
WH  117
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To be continued in Part 2

More Information:

For further information about similar 3-dimensional, structured, pulsing lights, please see Earthfiles
Archive of 2008-2009 reports below. Also, for other information about evidence for a non-human
intelligence interacting with Earth, please see my books An Alien Harvest; the 2-volume Glimpses of
Other Realities; Mysterious Lights and Crop Circles and my documentaries A Strange Harvest and
Strange Harvests 1993 now available in DVD format in the Earthfiles Shop.

• 03/12/2009 — More Odd, Changing Aerial Light Patterns, Now Over Beavercreek, Oregon
• 02/27/2009 — More Strange Aerial Light Patterns - Now in Wisconsin
• 01/29/2009 — Part 1: More Mysterious Multi-Colored Aerial Light Patterns Over Reno, Nevada, and Now
Over Empire, Ohio
• 01/29/2009 — Part 2: More Mysterious Multi-Colored Aerial Light Patterns Over Reno, Nevada, and Now
Over Empire, Ohio
• 12/19/2008 — Mysterious Multi-Colored Light Patterns in Sky Over Reno, Nevada
• 12/17/2008 — Erath County, Texas, Policeman Saw 600-Foot-Diameter Aerial Craft Over Stephenville



Court House
• 10/31/2008 — Strange Lights Chased by Jets Again October 29, Over Stephenville, Texas, and Crystalline
Triangle in Ohio
• 10/28/2008 — More Strange Aerial Lights Seen Over Stephenville and Dublin, Texas
• 02/26/2008 — Viewer Comments About Infrared Cameras, Aerial Symbols and Lights
• 02/22/2008 — Updated: Three Eyewitnesses in Selden, Texas, Saw Two, Large Rectangles of “White
Flames” in Sky
• 02/22/2008 — Updated: More Aerial “Symbols” Photographed Over Dublin, Texas
• 02/22/2008 — Abductee Jim Sparks Comments On Alien Symbol Technology
• 02/20/2008 — Updated Part 1: Viewer Comments About Aerial Flames and “Symbols” Over Dublin and
Stephenville, Texas
• 02/14/2008 — Update: Mysterious Symbols Projected in Night Sky by Aerial Disc Near Stephenville, Texas,
Local Airport
• 02/08/2008 — Law Officers Describe Unidentified Shape-Shifting Aerial Craft in Stephenville, Texas,
Region

White Mountains, New Hampshire

• 05/05/2009 — Part 7: High Strangeness Files about EBENs
• 03/20/2009 — Part 1: Unusual Animal Deaths from Half Cats to Mutilated Cows
• 08/31/2007 — Part 1: Betty and Barney Hill: Captured!
• 08/30/2007 — Part 1: Military Insiders Comment About Zeta Reticuli and EBENs
• 12/07/2005 — Zeta Reticuli I and II - Binary Home of Extraterrestrial Biological Entities?
• 12/02/2005 — Abduction by Grey ETs in Huge, Black Triangle
• 04/20/2002 — Canadian and American Officials In 1950s Collaborated on Study of Unidentified Aerial
Disks

Websites:

Defense Intelligence Agency:  http://www.dia.mil/

National Military Command Center (NMCC):  http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/facility
/nmcc.htm

Majestic-12 Documents:   http://www.majesticdocuments.com

Glossary of Military Acronyms:  http://www.militaryterms.info/acronyms/r.shtml

Coalition for Freedom of Information:  http://www.freedomofinfo.org/

Grant Cameron, Canada UFO Researcher:   http://www.presidentialufo.com/

UFO Evidence:  http://www.ufoevidence.org/welcome.asp

UFO Casebook:   http://www.ufocasebook.com/

NUFORC:   http://www.nuforc.org/

MUFON:  http://www.mufon.com/
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