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OUR TWENTY-SEVENTH VOLUME.

W lay before our readers to-day the first-number of the twenty-seventh
volume of this Magazine.

In a retrospect of twenty-six years since these volumes were com-
menced, the picture presented to the mind is necessarily one of alternate
lights and shadows, — lights, without whose cheering influences the path
of life would be but a dreary way, —shadows, too often so deep as
to darken for a season the whole phasis of the memory! Within the
period specified, we have witnessed many changes in the condition
of our Institution, and we have been called upon to mourn for many
distinguished and estimable brethren who have gone to swell the list of
departed worthies. The door of the tomb has closed upon many with
whom we were privileged to enjoy the sweet interchanges of friendship.
‘We miss their cheerful smiles in the Lodge-room, and we meet them no
more in the busy walks of life. Such is the dark shading of the picture.
The relief is in the assurance, alike of Masonry and Christianity, that
we shall meet them again face to face, in the glories of that world
whose mysteries we recognise as hidden truths, to be revealed only
when the veil of Isis shall be removed. )

Whatever may have been the opinions or the prejudices of our
brethren of a former generation in respect to’'mgsonic publications, the
utility of well-conducted periodicals, in advancing the interests and
elevating the character of our fraternity, is not now a debatable
question. Such publications exist, and are encouraged and patronized

by the best and wisest of our brethren, in all countries where Masonry
1

.
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occupies its proper place among contemporary institutions. In Eng-
land, France, and Germany, they hold a high rank in the periodical
literature of the day, and are regarded as essential to the maintenance
and prosperity of the Order. They are, indeed, found wherever the In-
stitution has a settled and permanent abode in the old world ; and in
this country most of the principal States have their masonic journals —
a circumstance which, perhaps, might be of greater benefit if it were con-
siderably modified. Such journals, under the control of inexperienced
and ambitious brethren, who have little respect for the precedents and
usages of the distant past, except as they may chance to favor their own
particular views or crude opinions, become dangerous. Their multipli-
cation is theretore to be regretted, because they are calculated to mislead
the young and uninformed, and thereby introduce disagreement and
dissension in the Lodges. An institution as comprehensive as ours,
which gathers into its fraternal embrace men from every nation under
heaven, and from all classes and ranks in the community, representing
almost every condition and sentiment of society, having diverse and
sometimes conflicting interests, can be honorably and successfully
sustained only by the vigorous application of the conservative power of
those great principles which have been hailed from the beginning as the
foundation of all its pretensions. When these are so far lost sight of
as to be regarded as of secondary importance, or of no importance at all,
—then the fruits of success will be transformed, with fearful facility,
into the elements of a sure, if not a violent dissolution. A prosperity
based on a culpable disregard of the laws and usages which have come
down to us from early times, must, as an inevitable consequence, sooner
or later result in a depreciation of the character, the influence, and
high social and moral position which the Institution has obtained and
pre-eminently enjoys. Its bitterest enemies can ask no more ample as-
surance of a speedy and certain realization of their hopes and desires,
than that the ‘““ancient barriers” which, century after century, have
protected and preserved its altar-fires unquenched, shall be broken down
and destroyed. If this calamity is ever to befall it, it can ouly happen
through the reckless instrumentality of a fanatical and misguided zeal.
While it has nothing to fear from the assaults of its enemies, it has
much to apprehend from the indiscretion of its friends. This truth
is emblazoned upon every page of its history, and should be received as
the voice of the past speanking to the present.

Our Institution is popular, and, as a natural consequence, is in-
creasing in numbers with unprecedented rapidity. But this must not
be received as any evidence of strength. On the contrary, many of the
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best and most sagacious minds among us regard it as an indication of
increasing weakness. That there are agencies at work, both in and out
of the Lodges, which, if left to themselves, or not carefully guarded
against, will result in consequences that it may be difficult to control, no
well-informed and observant brother can doubt. It is not necessary
that we should particularize, but we may remind our brethren that the
Xodge-room is no place for the discussion of any of the popular and
exciting questions of the day, whether sectional, political, or religious.
Nothing but harm can come of such discussions, and the Masters of
Lodges should not allow them. They are invested with plenary powers,
and should not hesitate to use them as occasion may require, either in
preserving harmony among the brethren, or in defence of the integrity
of the laws and usages of the Institution. And there has rarely been a
time when a judicious exercise of these powers was more important
than now. The popular world is full of extravagant ultraisms, mad
with impracticable schemes for the improvement of the moral, social,
and political condition of society ; and it would be a miracle if they
did not find their way into our Lodges, to become subjects of disagree-
ment and contention. Fanatics are found everywhere, and the Lodge-
room is scarcely less free of them than the church, or halls of legisla-
tion. They are a troublesome and dangerous class generally ; but are
especially so to the Lodges when they appear in the character of masonic
reformers.

In respect to the character of the forthcoming volume of the Mag-
azine we have nothing to offer, except that, as always, we shall say
and do whatever in our judgment will best promote the usefulness and
honor of the Institution.

WE fear that danger most which we uuderstand the least.

THE extent of mind-discipline is to be seen in the control of speech.

EvERY condition of the mind has its balance of compensation and
penalty. '

FarsE feeling often comes from a morbid condition of the system.

PassION, pride, and prejudice are the three elements of ruin in us.

THE heart (or feeling) is easier understood than the head (or reason),
because it is more ingenuous and natural.

IMPULSE in error can be self-corrected, but weakness in wrong rarely.
TriaLs of life have a tendency to impact interests together.
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A UNIVERSAL GRAND LODGE.

WE lay the following address before our readers, not with the
expectation that any such project as it ‘contemplates will meet with
favor in this country, but in compliance with what appears to be the
wishes of the parties with whom it originates. Such an organization
might, perhaps, operate usefully among the Grand Lodges on the conti-
nent of Europe, where there are greater differences in the workings of
the institution than in other parts of the world ; but tried on a broader
scale, it would, inevitably, wholly fail in any attempt to establish a
more general uniformity in ritual and practice than at present exists.
It is possible that, by some such plan, the Masonry of any one particular
nation or language might be brought up to a more uniform rule of
legislation or standard of practice, than at present obtains ; but beyond
this, such a result would not be possible, however desirable it might be.
A perfect assimilation between the Lodges of France and those of this
country or of England, for instance, would be found, on trial, to be
utterly impracticable, from the difference in the education and intel-
lectual training of the people of the two languages; and this difficulty
would increase as we advanced into other parts of the continent.

The intimation that the Grand Lodge of England ¢ has neglected

sufficiently to guard, in every direction, the unity of the institution,” may’

be, and doubtless is, to some extent, true, though the charge would lay
with equal force against most of the Grand Lodges in Europe and
America, while it would be greatly intensified in its application to the
Grand Lodges supposed to be represented by the Association of German
Masons, under whose authority the address given below is published.
Admitting, therefore, the existence of the evil complained of, and that
the Grand Lodges are all more or less responsible for it, the question
that first presents itself, is whether it admits of a remedy ; or, in other
words, whether it is not so thoroughly engrafted on the system as to
constitute an integral part of it? This strikes us as being very nearly,
if not quite, its present condition ; and any attempt to remove it would
probably show that a large majority of the changes which, from time
to time, have taken place in the organization and practical working of the
body, are now esteemed to be essentials, and of vital importance to the
welfare of the Order, by the peoples or Grand Lodges among whom
they originated and are authorized, each contending for the antiquity
and legitimacy of its own. A person at all acquainted with the usages
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of the Craft on the European continent, or even in England, may readily
conceive that there are certain things in their respective rituals, which
are regarded as fundamental and essential by them, that the Fraternity
in this country could neither sanction nor practice. And the converse of
this is equally true. In such cases concession would therefore be re-
garded by either party as a surrender of the original and true for that
which is modern and false ; and would, consequently, fail as a basis for
uniformity of ritual, or ‘‘internal unity.,” We think it very probable
that ¢ external unity,” which seems to be the second branch of the benefit
proposed, might meet with more favor, and perhaps obtain a temporary
success, but nothing more. Rules of practice which might operate well
and usefully in France would be very likely to entirely fail in their
application to the Fraternity in England or America. If the Grand
Lodges of the world cannot agree on the Constitutions of the Order which
have come down to us from the earliest times, as a rule and guide for
the general conduct and government of the Fraternity, we should de-
spair of any better success in the framing of a new code. We have not
seen the Constitution proposed by the Association, and referred to in
the address, but shall probably receive it in due time : —

ADDRESS TO ALL THE GRAND LODGES OF THE GLOBE.

Most Worshipful and Beloved Brethren,—If the Masonic Fraternity, to .
which we all adhere with enthusiasm and affection, has not hitherto been able
‘adequately to fulfil her sublime mission, which consists in the task of ennobling
and conciliating mankind, and advancing the happiness of man and the victory
of the good principle throughout the world, this want of success is obviously
due, .in the main, to the imperfect organization of the Craft as a whole.

¢« Freemasonry is universal, and all the Lodges and Freemasons spread all
over the world constitute but one Lodge.” This sublime thought, which clearly
and markedly expresses the fundamental idea of our federation, has not yet
been realized.

To the first of all Grand Lodges, the Grand Lodge of England, the Craft
is doubtless greatly indebted, and thankfully acknowledges its great and mani-
fold merits ; yet it is not to be denied that this Grand Lodge has neglected
sufficiently to guard, in overy direction, the unity of the institution. The
natural consequence of this is, that, while spreading and developing itself in
different communities, the Craft very soon assumed a variety of forms and
laws, nay changed its very character to a certain extent, by reason of local
circumstances and special requirements, as well as owning the influence of the
spirit of the day.

In the course of the last century centrifugal tendencies came up, which led
to the splitting up of the whole, and the isolation of the individual Grand
Lodges, to each of which a province, confined within geographical and political
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boundaries, was allotted. To this decentralization the fact is due, that at the
present day, the different Grand Lodges follow different systems and pursue
different objects, as regards constitution and doctrine, rituals and pragfice,
and that there exists hardly any but a very loose connection amongst them.

It is the object and the duty of the Masonic Craft to be a federation, allied
with mankind for the good of mankind; but such a federation it cannot be
truly and fully as long as its unity remains merely ideal, produced, as it has
been hitherto, by the mutual spirit of fraternity and the connecting link of a
few forms of worship common to all, as long as that unity does not recline in
the face of the outer world, in proper platform and adequate representation
by means of a joint federal law and joint institutions.

The Association of German Freemasouns, animated by the desire to realize
aggregation designed to promote unitarian tendencies in freedom and love, a
rational organization of the Craft and its development in conformity with the

_spirit and ideas of the time, has been seriously engaged, for several years past,

in working out the project of a general constitution, and at its annual meeting
at Worms, on the 8th and 9th of June last, it has adopted the draft of such
a constitution. The undersigned officers of the association have been deputed
to submit this fundamental law t6 your kind examination, and propose its adop-~
tion to you, honored and beloved brethren. It cannot escape your notice that
this platform, starting from actual facts, and aiming at nothing but what is
attainable, with due regard to the historical development of the Order, is not
designed to bring about unity in things essential only, but in everything else
adhere throughout to the masonic principles of liberty, equality, and fra-

_ternity, of local self-government and general worship ; and that it may conse-

quently be safely adopted by every Grand Lodge. .

We need not dwell upon the desirability of the establishment of inter-
national masonic congresses and the foundation of a Board of Management
( Verwaltungsausschuss), or universal Grand Lodge, for the whole federation,
and it is useless to expatiate upon the beneficial results the Fraternity and
mankind at large might derive from the foundation of such institutions.
However bold this idea may appear, its realization belongs no more to the
province of mere phantasms, by reason of the vast development of the
means of communication between all countries; nations being thus brought
nearer to one another, and the idea alluded to having alrcady received its
incarnation by international exhibitions of industry. What could be done
for the advancement of material interests, may and must be no less practicable
for the promotion of the intellectual and moral interests of mankind. The one
thing needful is that every individual and every corporate body evince a firm
goodwill, as due to this great and good cause, that everyone set about to work
courageously and without prejudice, and that personal inclinations and opinions
be freely waived in the interest of the whole.

Seeing that the influence of the Lodges has been beneficial hitherto, and
that, wherever they worked in the proper animus, they fostered and promoted
morality, brotherly love, and the good of mankind at large, this will evidently
be the case to a much greater extent if the individual links of the chain of the
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Order be drawn closer together, if they improve their institutions, breathe the
breath of new life into the masonic body, keep pace with the progress of the
centyry, and work throughout upon one plan and in one spirit.

In the confident expectation that you, honored and beloved brethren, will
gladly and freely join us in our endeavor to bring about internal and external
unity and a rational organization of the Craft and therewithall a new era of
the prosperity of Masonry, we earnestly entreat you to adopt the annexed
*¢ fandamental law ” (Grundgesetz ) which is drawn up in the spirit and upon
the ground of the *‘ ancient charges,” and to foster and promote all aspirations
calculated to establish an international tie amongst all Lodges and all Masons
of the world.

In this hope we bereby send you the greeting of the initiated.

Respectfully and affectionally yours,

By order of the Association of German Masons, The Directors :
Dr. Ruporer SEYDEL, of Leipzig, President,
ReINHARD Kamp, of Elberfeld, Vice-President,
J. G. FINDEL, of Leipzig, Sec. and K. of the A.
DR. CARL VAN DALEN, of Berlin,
HeINriCH WILHELM FLASCHE, of Barmen.

WorMS, WHITSUNTIDE, 1867.

THE WHITE STONE.

Now comes the other mystic promise of something nobler yet. The explana-
tion that I shall give of the White Stone, with the name which no man knoweth
saving he that receiveth it, will seem fanciful to you, unless you think of the
difference which there is on this subject between modern and occidental thought
and ancient and oriental thinking. But no one who is acquainted with the
sentiment of antiquity will think this explanation fanciful, for precious stones
were almost the very form of literature for the expression of the idea of
precious truths —so much so that God, when he wished to describe how
heaven itself was builded, instead of saying that it was a building whose tower
was justice, and whose foundations were mercy and love and sympathy,
said: *‘It is builded of sapphire and ruby and other precious stones.”
Precious stones were identified with great moral truths and qualities. Just as
we say ermine in referring to the office of a judge or magistrate, just as we
speak of white fur as signifying purity, so to the ancient, the oriental, a
precious stone was associated with moral truths and moral qualities. And God
always speaks in conformity to this use of precious stones in representing such
truths and qualities. In the description of heaven they were largely employed ;

whose walls, it was said, were of jasper, and whose pavements were likened to
a sea of ice.
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But more significantly, though less poetically, perhaps, precious stones were
set, and worn as breast-stones. All the priests wore them in the Jewish
economy. On the ephod they were placed. And the kings wore them. Now,
in modern times, they are worn merely for show ; but then they were worn to
signify moral and regnant qualities. Crowns carried them symbolically, much
as in coronets they still flame.

But more frequently than in any other way precious stones were made into
signet-rings, and as such they carried authority, becaunse they suggested the
personal identity of the wearer. Where precious stones were set as signet-
rings, they were worn, probably, in part on account of their brilliancy, and for
mere private and personal pleasure, or else they were presents, given, as tokens
of ordinary regard, by neighbor to neighbor, or friend to friend; or'else they
were bestowed as honors. Where a prince or a monarch desired to confer the
highest testimony of his appreciation of one that had served him or the
kingdom, he gave him a precious stone, with his name cut on it.

But, more preciously, these stones were used .as love-tokens, and, in
this case, they were cut with mystic symbols. As two lovers agree upon names
which no one but themselves knows the meaning of, or as they speak to each
other in endearing terms, which belong to them severally, not in baptism, not
in common parlance, but by the agreement of the heart; so it was customary
‘to *cut in stone names or initials, which no one knew but the one that gave
it and the one that received it. '

Now these list two uses of precious sténes — that by which monarchs con-
ferged honor upon their favorites, and that by which lovers gave token of their
affection for each other, with names inscribed, and known only to love—are
blended. And this, I apprehend, is the origin of the figure of our text : ** To
him that overcometh will I give a white stone, and in the stone a new name
written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.” God says: I
am the eternal King, and I am the universal Lover; and to him that is faithful
to me, and that overcometh, I will give, as a token of my love and honoring, a
white stone.” What is meant by a white stone I do not know; but I prefer to
think that it was an opal, the most human of all stones. The diamond is the
more spiritual; there is less of color and more of suggestion in it. But
the opal has in it more sympathy, more feeling, more wondrous beauty, more of
those moods that belong to the human heart; and, of all the stones that are
worn to signify human affection, none is to be compared to the opal. And,
methinks, when God makes this promise of the white stone, it is as if He said :
«I will cut your love-name in an opal, and, as your King and Lover, I will
give it to you ; and no man shall know the meaning of that name but yourself.”

That, it seems to me, is the explanation of the figure, and it is & most
beauteous explanation when it is brought out. That which love and power
bestow on their favorites, and which fills men with joy and rejoicing, God says
he will bestow on every soul that overcometh, and is true to itself and Him, in
the way of life. ‘To all those that are faithful in His cause, He promises the
name, engraved, by which He himself will call them — a new name, written ;
that is, etched, cut, ground. — Henry Ward Beecher.
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THE SOV. GR. COMMANDER OF THE SOUTHERN JURISDIC-
TION, U. S.,, ON THE INVASION OF HIS TERRITORY BY
THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF BELGIUM.

FroM the Grand Orient of Heredom at Charleston, in the State of South
Carolina, near the B.:. B.'., and under the C.-. C.-. of that gzenith, which
answers unto 32°, 46/, 83/, N, Latitude.

The Supreme Council (mother council of the world) of the Sovereigns, the
Grand Inspectors-General, Grand Elect Knights of the Holy House of the
Temple, Grand Commanders of the Holy Empire, of the 33d and last degree.of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States, whose See is at the Grand Orient afore-
said — By the Sovereign Grand Commander :

To the M.-. P. . Supreme Councils for the 33d degree, for the Northern
Jurisdiction of the United States, that for France, and that in the bosom of the
Grand Orient of France, that for England and Wales, and the Dependencies of
the British Crown, those for Ireland, Scotland and Italy, and those on the con-
tinent of South America, and for Cuba and the West India Islands, and to all
Grand Lodges and Grand Orients of both hemispheres, except the Grand
Orient of Belgium; and to all bodies and Freemasons of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite of our obedience.

It is known to 2ll the masonic world that this Supreme Council, having its
See at Charleston, was established on the 31st day of May, 1801, for the whole
of North America, and that from it, mediately and immediately, all the
legitimate Supreme Councils in the world have derived their existence. In the
year 1815, our said Supreme Council ratified the creation, by one of its
members, of the Supreme Council for the Northern Jurisdiction of the United
States, having its See at New York, whence it afterwards removed to Boston,
where it now has its Grand Orient, having jurisdiction over certain named
States; and our Supreme Council, which became, by the creation of that
for the Northern Jurisdiction, the Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdic-
tion of the United States, reserving unto itself all the other States and
Territories of the United States.

In the year 1839, a body claiming to be a Supreme Council for the State of
Louisiana was unlawfully established at New Orleans, and continued to exist
until the 17th day of February, 1855, when, by a concordat on that day
effected, it submitted to the Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction of
the United States, as the supreme authority of the Rite in all that Jurisdiction,
including the State of Louisiana, and its members became members of the
Grand Consistory of Louisiana, under the obedience of the Supreme Council at
Charleston.

After the surrender of its powers by the body claiming to be a Supreme
Council for the State of Louisiana, Jacques Foulhouze, once a member of that
body, but who had retired from it before the effecting of the said concordat, -

2
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associated with himself two or three others, who claimed to be 33ds, and set up
a body, which he styled ¢ The Supreme Council of the 33d Degree, for the
Free, Sovereign, and Independent State of Louisiana.” That State had always
been within the Jurisdiction of our Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdic-
tion, the necessary consequence of which was, that the body so established was
not only illegal and illegitimate, but spurious. Mons. Jacques Foulhouze re-
ceived his 33d degree from the Grand Orient of France, which then was and
still is in alliance with us, our Ill. Br. Albert G. Mackey, Sec.-Gen. H. E.,
being its Grand Representative, and Garant d'amitie near us. Consequently,
on the 4th of August, 1858, the Grand Orient of France addressed itself to the
said Jacques Foulhouze, apprising him of its alliance with our Supreme
Council, and its recognition of it ‘‘ as the supreme constituting and governing
authority of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the Southern Juris-
diction of the United States;" and, claiming his allegiance, sworn to itself,
invited him to dissolve immediately the organization which he had formed, on
pain of its condemnation and forfeiture of his rank as an Inspector-General.

The said Foulhouze, refusing to obey, was, by the Grand Orient, formally
divested of his rank and character of Inspector-General, and the body created
by him declared illegitimate.

Nevertheless, the said body, though thus denounced, condemned as spurious
by our Supreme Council, and acknowledged by no lawful masonic power
in the world, continued to exist, and still continues to maintain a precarious
and unlawful being, under the presidency of M. Eugene Chassaignac. From
the beginning it violated the Masonic Common Law of the United States,
by establishing and chartering Lodges of Master Masons within the Jurisdiction
of the M. W. Lodge of the State of Louisiana, and was, therefore, denounced
by the Sovereign Body, and all the Temples of Symbolic Masonry in the
United States were closed against all who, pretending to be Master Masons,
were members of the illegitimate Lodges created by the said spurious Supreme
Council.

The Suppeme Council of Belgium was created by authority from the Ill.
Br. Comte de Grasse, who derived his powers, in 1802, by commission from
our Supreme Council at Charleston ; and for it the Grand Constitutions of the
year -1786 are necessarily the supreme law, to obedience whereunto it is
irrevocably bound by the obligations of its original members. By these
constitutions the number of Supreme Councils for North America was limited
to two; and it is quite certain that, as the whole continent was originally under
the jurisdiction of our Supreme Council at Charleston, which has never ceased
to possess the re?uisite number of members since its origin in the year 1801, it
has always been impossible for any lawful Council to be established in any part
of North America, except by its consent and authority. Accordingly, one of
its first acts was to commission the TIl. Br. De Grasse to establish a Supreme
Council for the windward and leeward West India Islands.

‘These, illustrious peers and brethren, are all facts of history, known to the
masonic world, and which no one can dispute. It is to be presumed that they

" were known to the Supreme Council of Belgium. Nevertheless, that body,
either in open disregard of the rights of this Supreme Council, and of the
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Grand Lodge of Symbolic Masonry of the State of Louisiana, or most im-
Providently, without inquiry and with a singular levity, has lately, upon
application made to it by the spurious body at New Orleans, over which Eugene
#Chassaignac presides, recognized and acknowledged it as a Supreme Body and
lawful Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and
appointed a representative near it, and accepted one near itself appointed by it,
thus violating the fundamental law and constitutions of the Rite, and with-
QArawing itself from fellowship with all lawful Supreme Bodies of the Rite, and,
in fact, illegitimatizing itself, by contracting an alliance, offensive and defensive,
with an illegitimate body, and recognizing as Masons and receiving as visitors,
in its Lodges and higher bodies, those who are demounced as clandestine
Masons by this Supreme Council and many of its peers, and by the Grand
Lodges of all the States of the American Union.

‘We do not appeal, by protest or remonstrance, to the Supreme Council or
Grand Orient of Belgium, against this indefensible violation of our rights and
those of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, inasmuch as we cannot have any com-
munication whatever with a body that is the ally of M. Eugene Chassaignac’s
illegitimate organization.

‘Wherefore, the Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United
States, placing this matter in the hands of its masonic peers, the other Supreme
Councils of America and Europe, invokes their prompt and decisive action in
the premises, and prays them at once to suspend all communication and
correspondence with the Supreme Council of Belgium, and to forbid the
recognition of any of its subordinates, or the individuals "of its obedience, as
Masons, by any of their subordinates or their brethren of their jurisdictions, as
visitors or otherwise howsoever, until it shall revoke its recognition of the said
spurious body, and recall its representative near it, and respect the just rights
of our Supreme Council from which it derives its existence.

And we do also invoke all the Grand Lodges and Grand Orients of the
United States, of Europe, and of South America, and those of all other
countries, by like prohibition of inter-communication, to vindicate the rights of
the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of Louisiana, un_]ustxﬁably
violated by the said Supreme Council and Grand Orient of Belgium.

And we do hereby command all Grand Consistories, and subordinate bodies,
and individual Masons, of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, of all the
States and Territories of our Jurisdiction, from the Atlantic to the Pacific
Ocean, not in any way to recognize or receive as Masons any who are of the
obedience of the said Supreme Council of Belgium ; and do invite our sister
Council for the Northern Jurisdiction to do the same.

In testimony whereof, we, Albert Pike, Sovereign Grand Commander of the
Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, do here-
unto set our hand, and cause these presents to be countersigned by our Ill.
Secretary-General of the Holy Empire, and the seal of our Supreme Council to

be hereunto affixed, at the Grand Orient aforesaid, on this first day of the
Hebrew month, —, A. M., 5627, answering unto the first day of September,
1867, V. E. Avrpert Pikk, 33°, Sov. Gr. Commander.

A. G. Mackky, 33°, Sec.-Qen'l. H. E.
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JACOB'S LADDER.

. 'S
Isaac had two sons, Esau and Jacob. When, in his old age, Isaac was
about to bless his eldest son, and so to communicate to him the blessings and
the promises which he had received from T. G. A. O. T. U., Rebekah, by an
unworthy stratagem, taking advantage of the dimness of Isnac's eyes, suc-
ceeded in getting the blessing given to her younger and favorite son Jacob.
The history of this, the deceit practiced on the old and infirm Isaac. is very
touching. In consequence of this, however, J acob had to flee from his brother
Esau for his life. He went to Padanaram to stay with Laban, his maternal
uncle. On his road, one night while asleep, he saw a vision— ** a ladder set
up on the earth and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of
God ascending and descending on it.” God from above the ladder deigned to
make a covenant with Jacob, and in the morning Jacob took one of the stones,
which he had used for a pillow, and set it up as a pillar, and called the name of
the place Bethel. This ladder is the original of the ladder depicted in our
Lodges. It rests upon the volume of the Sacred Law. It has innumerable
staves around, of which there are three principal ones, Faith, Hope, and
Charity, and its summit is concealed in heaven, symbolized by the cloudy
canopy.

We find this symbol universally adopted, but with seven steps. There
is much doubt as to whether Jacob’s ladder is the universal antetype, for the
Mexicans believed in an ascent to heaven by seven steps. “‘ In the midst of a
dense forest called Taxin, near the Gulf of Mexico, was the pyramid of
Papantha.” Humboldt tells us: ¢ It had seven stories, was built of stone, and
was beautifully and regularly shaped.” When, however, we remember that the
Mexicans certainly had traditions of the exodus of the children of Israel, it is
perfectly possible that, though we cannot now trace how, they originally knew
of Jacob’s vision.

In the Persian Mysteries, the ladder had seven gates, which were symbolical
of the soul’s approach to perfection. In the initiation the candidate had to pass
through seven caverns, each of which terminated.in a narrow orifice, which
also formed the entrance to its successor, and through which the candidate had
to squeeze his body. This was called the ascent of the ladder. Each round
was supposed to be of metal, increasing in purity, represented a state of
existence, and was called by the name of a planet. In the table at the end,
copied with slight additions from Oliver's ** Signs and Symbols,” will be found
the names of these. The mythological history of the Rustam also contains
references to this ladder, for we find him on a certain occasion going along the
road of seven stages, during which he passes through six trials.

In the Gothic Mysteries the neophyte met with seven obstructions.

In the Scandinavian Mysteries we have the great tree Torasil, which is sup-
posed to be similar to the ladder.

The Jews believed that the ladder had fifty gates. Moses ascended to the
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forty-ninth. Joshua could not get beyond the forty-eighth, and even Solomon
could not open the fiftieth, which led directly into the presence of T. G. A. O.
T. U. There was also an old tradition that the ascent to the Paradisaical
Mount of God was by a pyramid of seven stages.

The Essenes reduced the steps to seven, and called the ladder the Sephiroth.
There were afterwards added three more, called Intelligence, Wisdom and
Crown, the original seven being named Strength, Mercy, Beauty, Victory, or
Eterity, Glory, the Foundation, and the Kingdom.

There are several theories as to what was the universal origin of this seven-
staged ascent. One is that it arose from the sevenfold divisions in the creation
of the world. This is supposed by the fact that each step or stage was assigned
to a day in the week and to a planet. We know that in almost every country
the seven days of the week and the seven planets corresponded. A second
theory is that they referred to Noah and his seven companions, in support of
which is the fact that many nations worshiped seven hero-gods. A third theory
is that they represented the seven stories of the Tower of Babel, which were
completed before the dispersion. My own theory is that the idea arose simply
from believing that God was above us ; that reception into heaven would be the
reward of the righteous; and there were seven steps given to the means
of ascent, whether pyramid, pagoda or ladder, from the general belief in the
sacredness of the number seven. A general account of this number and of its
universal adoption as sacred would stretch this paper beyond the limits I have
proposed to myself.

In our Lodges this ladder is shown as resting on the volume of the Sacred
Law, baving innumerable steps, the three principal of which are called Faith,
Heupe, and Charity, and its summit concealed in the cloudy canopy. .

In the church of St. Maria Maggiore, in Rome, is depicted a geometrical
staircase having three gates, one at the bottom, one half way up, and one at the
top. This is, in fact, the equivalent of our ladder.

An explanation of our ladder, as given by Fellows, I quote from Br. Oliver,
and I add his remark at the end ; and I am sure most, if not all, of my readers
will cordially concur in his protest: *¢ Faith is the genius of spring; Hope of
summer, and Charity of autumn.—Faith of spring, because faith and work
mast always come together; Hope of summer, because from that point the sun
looks vertically down upon the seeds which have been committed in faith to the
fertilizing bosom of the earth; Charity of autumn, because then the sun
empties his cornucopia into our desiring laps. Faith is the Eastern Pillar;
Charity is the Western; and Hope the Keystone of this Royal Arch.,” To
which Br. Oliver adds: * It will be unnecessary to say that I differ in foto
from the above author in his appropriation of those sublime virtues, and
solemnly protest against the principle of making Hope instead of Charity the
keystone of the Arch.” —dnon.
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THE PERMANENCE OF MASONIC INSTITUTIONS.

WHEN Solomon had completed his temple, and, in the presence of the as-
sembled hosts of Israel, had invoked upon it the blessing of the Most High,
and in answer to his prayers the fire had descended upon the altar and con-
sumed the burnt offerings and sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the
house of God, he doubtless thought that he had erected a monument of his
magnificence which would last throughout all time. But that temple, for the
erection of which so great preparation had been made, upon which so much
treasure had been expended, the building and dedication of which were mark-
ed by so many evidences of Divine approbation, stood but about four hundred
years from its foundation.

Silently, under the shadow of that gorgeous edifice, like the processes of
nature, unobserved of men, was matured an institution built of blocks purer
than Parian marble, stayed with timbers more endurable than the cedars of
Lebanon, and supported by pillars more majestic than Jachin and Boaz. That
spiritual temple was destined to be a permanent monument. of its founder’s
greatness and glory. The flames which consumed and crumbled the matérial
building did not scathe it. The tide of conquest did not affect its sure founda-
tion. Captivity did not destroy it. Time has not diminished its strength.
Age has not impaired its beauty.

Freemasonry has survived the vicissitudes, the wars and revolutions of

Jnearly thirty centuries. It has‘‘stood by the cradle, it has walked by the
hearse " of societies which promised to last as long as the earth should revolve
on its axis. It has floated down the stream of time on the fragments of states
whose power knew no limits.

It witnessed the miraculous destruction of the host of the Assyrian king,

when,—
° “ Unsmote by the sword,

It melted like snow in the glance of the Lord,”

It saw the Babylonian, when he applied the torch to the temple and made
¢t Salem’s high places his prey.” It saw the rise of the Grecian and Roman
Empires, and stood upon their ashes. It was in existence when the northern
hordes came forth to destroy the civilization of the old world ; saw the sacked
and burning cities which they left in their march and the dearth and desolation
which marked the course which they traveled. When the wind bad dispersed
the dust of those countless armies, and the smoke of those burning cities had
ascended to the sky, the Fraternity was to be seen industriously employed in
repairing the ravages which had been wrought. Amidst the darkness of the
Middle Ages, which succeeded, its lights were not extinguished nor its labors
suspended. Magnificent works of Gothic architecture were crected by the
Fraternity in Europe during this period of the world’s history, and still stand
as mementoes of its artistic skill, patient industry and devout piety.
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Freemasonry has witnessed the rise and growth of all the civilized nations
now on the face of the globe. And to-day it looks, without the indulgence of
a single fear for its own safety, at the gradual decline or more rapid overthrow
of the social organizations and political institutions, from time to time, laid
prostrate around it.

The age of the Institution and the revolutions which it bas survived, should
inspire us with profound reverence for the wisdom of its goverment and a firm
resolution to adhere strictly to its ancient landmarks and approved ordinantces.
It has been truly said, ** that which wisdom did first begin, and hath been
with good men long continued, challengeth allowance of them that succeed,
although it plead for itself nothing. That which is new, if it promises not
mauch, doth fear condemnation before trial; till trial, no man doth acquit or
trust it, what good soever it pretend or promise. So that in this kind there
are few things known to be good till such time as they grow to be ancient.”

But antiquity is not its only distinction. It has been illuminated by the
brightest constellations of wisdom, talent, patriotism, and virtue. In every
age and country, history records the names of men, distinguished in all the
avocations and pursuits of life, who have evinced a sedulous attention to all the
duties arising out of their relation to the Craft. Let us strive to imitate their
éxamples and reproduce their virtues. — Anon.

THE ANCIENT ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE.

Tax Booxk of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, containing’

instructions in all the degrees, from the 8d to the 83d and last degree of the rite ;

together with ceremonies of inanguration, institution, installation, grand visita-

tions, restrictions, lodges of sorrow, constitutions, general regulations, calendar,

&c. By Charles T. l\chlenachan, 83° &c., &c. Fully illustrated. New York:

Macoy & Sickles.

So full a title cannot fail to give the reader a clear and definite idea
of the character of the work before us ; and if he be a member of the rite,
he will readily see that there canbe but little not treated of in its exoteric
division that would be of any use to him. It is, of course, designed to
be used by the members and different bodies of the rite, as a hand-book

_or monitor, and for this purpose it appears to be remarkably well
adapted. It is perhaps susceptible of improvement in the arrangement
of some of its general features, and might, without prejudice to its
usefulness, be considerably condensed ; but as a whole, it is probably as
well calculated to meet the wants of the bodies of the rite as any work
of the kind that has yet been given to the public. In the fulness and
variety of the information given, it is unequalled. Tt is beautifully
printed and finely illustrated. We acknowledge our.indebtedness to the
politeness of Br. Sickles for the copy before us.
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WILLIAM SUTTON LODGE.

Tu1s new and promising Lodge received its charter at the quarterly
communication of the Grand Lodge in September, and was constituted
in ancient form and with the usual ceremonies, on the evening of the 1st
of October ultimo. It is located in the village of East Saugus, and in
the midst of a growing and active population, affording a pretty certain
guarantee, under proper management, of its future success; and that it
will be so managed, the character and intelligence of the brethren com-
posing its membership are a sufficient assurance.

We judge there were present to witness the ceremonies of institution,
including the dedication of the hall and installation of the officers, not
much less than a hundred and fifty brethren, among whom were large
delegations from the two neighboring Lodges in Lynn, and in less
numbers from other Lodges in the immediate vicinity. At the con-
clusion of these ceremonies a procession was formed, and the brethrea
marched to one of the large halls in the village, where a bountiful
collation was spread for their refreshment, and where they passed
an agreeable hour. Brief speeches were made by the Master of the
Lodge, by the Grand Master, by Dr. Lewis, Gen. Sutton, (after whom
the Lodge is called), Brothers Moore, Dadmun and others. The com-
pany separated at a seasonable hour, all feeling, we doubt not, that
they had passed a pleasant and interesting evening. The officers of the
Lodge are as follows : —

W. Master, George H. Sweetser; Senior Warden, Everett H.
Newhall ; Junior Warden, Harmon Hall ; Treasurer, Jacob B. Calley ;
Secretary, Charles J. Hitchings ; Senior Deacon, George E. Stewart;
Junior Deacon, Alfred W. Libbey ; Senior Steward, Osgood Peabody ;
Junior Steward, Edward S. Kent ; Marshal, Enoch T. Kent ; Sentinel,
Edwin H, Foster ; Tyler, John W. Skinner ; Chaplain, Rev. P. Wood.
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GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS.

Tais Grand Lodge held its annual communication for the present year
at Springfield, on the 1st. of October last. The attendance was very

large, there being 440 officers, permanent members, and representatives
of Loodges present.

The Grand Master opened the session with an able and interesting
address, a few short extracts from which we find in the ¢ Trowel.”
Speaking of the dlstress in the South, and the necessity of immediate
relief, he says: —

DISTRESS IN THE SOUTH.

Masonry teaches a charity which is neither narrow nor contracted—not
confined to any sect or party, but as expansive as the **blue arch of heaven
itself, and co-extensive with the boundaries of the world "—and every Mason
should be governed by its teachings, in his actions and conduct towards a
brother.

We give the following, being all we have room for the present
month :

JEWELRY.

The use of masonic emblems for the purpose of advertising business, or
attracting, for show or excessive ornament, is becoming a great evil that
needs the regulating hand of this Grand Lodge. I recommend that the use of
masonic emblems as signs or modes of advertising, in business not exclusively
masonic, be forbidden under penalty of expulsion, and that the excessive or
showy use of masonic ornaments be discouraged.

AVOUCHMENTS.

The matter of .avouchments in Lodges is greatly abused. The law of this
jurisdiction is clear: that no visitor shall be permitted to sit in lodge until
some brother, known as such, shall vouch in open lodge, or to the Master at
the time of opening, that he has sat with him in open lodge, and, in addition
to this, the avouching brother should be able to state on what degree he sat
with him. I recommend that the Grand Master be requested to call t.he special
attention of all Masters and Wardens to this subject.

KEYS.

I am informed that certain parties are still operating in the manufacture and
sale of books in cypher. The matter must be effectually punished, and I
recommend that every Mason who shall manufacture, sell, buy, give or re-
ceive, lend or borrow, or in any way use anything written or printed, in
figures or characters, letters or words, as aids in the secret work, ritual, or

8
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lectures of Masonry, not authorized by this Grand Lodge, be expelled from
all the rights and privileges of Masonry, and that any lodge which shall fail to
perform its duty in this respect shall be liable to such punishment as the Grand
Lodge in its wisdom may see cause to inflict.

THE MASONIC TROWEL.

The ** Masonic Trowel " has been published among us for several years, and
has been conducted with such ability as to command the respect of all who
are in the habit of reading it. It has at no time *‘ trimmed its sails” to catch
the popular breeze, but has maintained an independence greatly to be admired.
Highly dignified and moral in its tone, it receives a hearty welcome into the
families of those brethren who have taken it. From its infancy it was a prom-
ising child ; now that it has grown up to mature manhood, our affections are
so twined about it that we feel that we can not do' without it. I cheerfully
recommend that it be taken by every Mason in this grand jurisdiction who is
able to do so—especially do I think that every officer of a lodge should read
it, particularly as it is, and in all probability will continue to be, the medium
through which the Grand Master must often speak to the Craft.

M.W. Br. J. R. Gorin, of Decatur, was re-elected Grand Master,
and R.W. Br. H. G. Reynolds, of Springfield, Grand Secretary.

REBOLD’'S HISTORY OF MASONRY.

We give the following from the report of the Committee appointed last
year by the Grand Lodges of Illinois to examine and report on the
character of Rebold’s ¢ History of Freemasonry in Europe,” as trans-
lated and published in this country by J. F. Brennan. The Committee
submitted their report at the session of their Grand Lodge at Spring-
field, last month; and it was accepted by a nearly unanimous vote.
We thank the Committee for the manly and decided stand they have
taken against the inroads of infidelity, and in defence of those purer
principles on which alone our Institution can be sustained in any moral
and religious community. We have much to fear from such sceptics as
Rebold, too many of whom are occupying high places in the fraternity
in this country : —

But your committee further find that said book contains matter which should
not, in their opinion, be suffered to circulate as the production of a masonic
scholar, without this Grand Lodge giving expression to its views regarding it
in the most emphatic and unequivocal manner.

Besides producing the facts of masonic history so far as the same seem to
him supported by satisfactory evidence, and such conjectures and opinions as
he entertains as to those things which are doubtful, he uses the opportunity
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sach s publication affords to make an onslaught upon every teaching which we
as Masons hold most dear in connection with the lodge, the Holy Writings,
and the Divine Being we are taught to worsbip.

Purporting to be the effort of an impartial mind to trace philosophically the
wvaried history of the ancient and honored Craft, the work, when examined,
stands out as the teaching of one who would willingly bring into odium and
contempt the truly masonic idea of the Living God, cover with shame the
volume of inspiration now open upon our altars, and confound the grand
teachings of prophet and apostle with the absurd and even disgusting myths of
heathen lore, and thus cut loose every system of morals from its fastenings by
reducing the whole, as to their source, from the law of the two tables to the
charge of a Master, to a common level with pagan superstitions and the con-
ceits of juggling impostors. .

How can the Grand Lodge do otherwise than speak, when a book purport-
ing to issue from the pen of a high dignitary of a masonic body begins by
snuffing out the first great light of Masonry, and goes on to mock the masonic
idea of God, by treating it as a myth, and teaches in effect, both openly and
covertly, that the God to whom the Lodge is erected is the creation of imagina-
tion and superstitution—the first great light consequently a lie, and a belief in
either as divine, a delusion and a snare.

The tendency of the book, in our opinion, is to fortify atheism, and over-
throw all respect for religion as taught by Hebrew or Christian—to wholly sap
the foundation of all masonic virtue, by destroying a belief in the divine sanc-
tions upon which it is built. If Masonry has no other foundation than this
book would allow, the jewels may as well be cast among the rubbish, and the
Lodges closed in confusion and despair.

It may be that the notions of M. Rebold are accepted as masonic in the
country from which he hails. It may be that the atheistical virus of what is
familiarily called French philosophy has penetrated the masonic body in that
jurisdiction, until the Holy Writings are no more in its estimation than a
bundle of ancient fables, and the god or goddess of reason, which M. Rebold
sets up, is the Deity recognized by the Masons among whom he is a dis-
tinguished member; but it is to be hoped that the time is far distant when
Masonry in this country can lend the least allowance to a system which is
simply a subversion of itself.

The masonic Lodge is erected to GOD — not the figment of the imagination
called a principle of Nature, but the God of Elijah and Saint John. The very
existence of the Lodge in three degrees is a denial of the so-called philosophy
of atheism. Unless there be three degrees of life—natural, spiritual, and
celestial—the Lodge has taught nothing by its symbolic form.

The masonic Lodge has, as its furniture, the ** Holy Writings,” which are
held by Masons to be frwe, and are received as the ‘‘moral trestle-board.”
Take away these two fundamentals of Masonry, the Omniscient God and the
inspired Word, and what is leR ? Manifestly nothing. This Masonry we have
received from our fathers ; unless we intend masonic suicide at a blow, we can
not think of giving any countenance to an- enunciation which repeats that
which the fool bath said in his heart, *¢ There is no God.”
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MISSOURI.

THE ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE GRAND MASONIC BODIES.

TaE Grand Lodge of A.F. and A.M., of Missouri, closed its annual session at
St. Louis, on Thursday evening, the 17th October. There was a full attend~
ance, and representatives were present from a large majority of the subordinate
Lodges in the State. The Craft are represented to be in a flourishing condi-
tion. The annual election of officers took place on Wednesday last, and the
last business of the Grand Lodge was their installation.

OFFICERS.

M.W. Wm. E. Dunscomb, Jefferson City, Grand Master; R.W. C. A.
Rowley, St. Joseph, Deputy Grand Master; R.W. Thos. E. Garrett, St.
Louis, Senior Grand Warden ; R.W. Wm. D. Muir, Boonville, Junior Grand
Warden; R.W. Wm. N. Loker, St. Louis, Grand Treasurer; R.W. Geo.
Frank Gouley, St. Louis, Grand Secretary; Rev. P. M. Pinckard, St. Louis,
Grand Chaplain; Rev. JJas.J. Wyatt, St.Joseph, Grand Chaplain; Rev. J.
H. Luther, Palmyra, Grand Chaplain; Rev. Josiah M. Carey, Warrens-
berg, Grand Chaplain; Rev. T. E. Shepherd, La Grange, Grand Chaplain;
Rev. G. W. Horn, Jefferson City, Grand Chaplain; W. Geo. R. Keill,
Sedalia, S.G.D.; W. J. A. H. Lampton, St. Louis, J.G.D.; W. Chas. Levy,
St. Louis, Grand Steward; W. James B. Coff, St. Louis, W. N. G. Elliott,
Fayette, Grand Marshalls; W. Jno. A. Gilfillan, St. Louis, Grand Sword-
Bearer; W. Allen McDonell, Greenfield, Grand Purguivant; Br. Thos. Harris,
St. Louis, Grand Tyler; R.W. Geo. Frank Gouley, St. Louis, Ch. Com.
on F. Cor.;» RW. Thos. E. Garrett, St. Louis, Grand Lecturer; W. Jno.
S. Phillips, Sedalia, Grand Orator; W. Silas Woodson, St. Joseph, Grand
Orator. .

The Grand R.A. Chapter met at Masonic Hall, October 9, 1867; R.E.
Martin Collins, Deputy G.H.P. and acting M.E.G.H.P., presiding.

OFFICERS ELECTED.

M_.E. Martin Collins, St. Louis, G.H.P. ; R.E. Rufus E. Anderson, Palmyra,
Deputy G.H.P.; R.E. James E. Drake, Carrollton, G.K.; R.E. Louis F.
Weimer, St. Joseph, G.S.; R.E. John D. Daggett, St. Louis, Grand Trea-~
surer; R.E. Geo. Frank Gouley, St. Louis, Grand Secretary; Comp. Rev.
P. M. Pinckard, St. Louis, Grand Chaplain; Comp. W. E. Glenn, G.C. of
the H.; Comp. John Glenny, St. Louis, G.R.A.C; Comp. George C. Brua,
St. Louis, G.G.

The Grand Council, R. and S.M., met at Masonic Hall, October 11, 1867,
Comp. James A. H. Lampton, Grand Thr. 1lls., and Acting Grand Puissant,
presiding. .
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OFFICERS ELECTED.

M _¥. Thomas E. Garrett, St. Louis, G.M.; R.P. James A. H. Lampton,
St. L.ouis, Deputy G.M.; Thr. 1ll. L. R. Ringo, Weston, G.M.; Il J. G.
Foss, Xannibal, G.P.C.W.; Comp. William N. Loker, St. Louis, Grand
Treasurer; Comp. George Frank Gouley, St. Louis, G. Recorder ; Comp. Rev.
. M. Pinckard, St. Louis, Grand Chaplain; Ills. Jno. Glenny, St. Louis,
G.C.G.; Comp. D. T. Wainwright, Monticello, Grand Marshall; Comp. B.

F. Newhouse, Weston, Grand Steward.
‘The Grand Commandery Knight Templar met at Masonic Hall, October 7,
1867, R.E. Sir George Frank Gouley, Grand Commander, presiding.

OFFICERS ELECTED.

R.E. Sir George Frank Gouley, St. Louis, Grand Commander; V.E. Sir
L.ouis F. Weimer, St. Joseph, Department Grand Commander; E. Sir James
¥. Aglar, St. Louis, G.G.; E. Sir James Carr, Hannibal, G.C.G.; E. and
Rev. Sir P. M. Pinckard, St. Louis, Grand Prelate; E. Sir William N.
Loker, St. Louis, Grand Treasurer; E. Sir A. B. M. Thompson, St. Louis,
Grand Recorder; Sir Samuel Hardwick, Liberty, Grand Standard-Bearer;
Sir William Bosbyshell, St. Louis, Grand Sword-Bearer; Sir William H.

Stone, St. Louis, Grand Warder; Sir George Brua, St. Louis, Grand
Sentinel.

THE MASONIC GENTLEMAN,

He is above a mean thing. He cannot stoop to a mean fraud. He invades no
secrets in the keeping of another. Ile betrays no secrets confided to his own
keeping. Ile never struts in borrowed plumnage. He takes selfish advantage
of no man’s misiakes. He uses no ignoble weapons in controversy. JIle never
stabs in the dark. He is ashamed of innuendo. He is not one thing to a man's
face, and another behind his back. Ifby accident he comes into posession of
his neighbor's counsels, he passes upon them an act of instant oblivion. He
bears sealed packages without tampering with the wax. Papers not meant for
his eye, whether they flutter in at his window, or lie open before him in the
unguarded exposure, are sacred to him. He professes no privacy of others,
however the sentry sleeps. Bolts and bars, locks and keys, hedges and
pickets, bonds and securities, notices to trespassers, are none of them for
bim. He may be trusted, himself out of sight, nearest the thinest partition,
anywhere. He buys no office, he sells none, he intrigues for none. lle would
rather fail of his rights than win them through dishonor. He will eat honest
bread. He tramples on no sensitive feeling. He insults no man. If he have
rebuke for another, he is straight-forward, open, and manly. e can not de-
send to scurrility. Billingsgate don’t lie in his track. ¥rom all profane and
wanton words bhis lips are chastened. Of woman, and to ber, he speaks with
decency and respect. In short, whatever he judges honorable, he practices
toward every wan.— dnon.
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WAVERLY ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER.

TaE installation of the officers of Waverly Royal Arch Chapter took place
at Masonic Hall, Melrose, last month, Richard Briggs, Grand High Priest of
the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, occupying the chair, and performing its
duties (with the assistance of the officers of the ‘“ Grand Chapter™) in his
usual pleasant and acceptable manner. Thomas Winship, of South Reading,
was installed High Priest ; John W. Chapman, of Malden, King; C. C. Dike,
of Stonebam, Scribe; G. W. Heath, of Melrose, Treasurer; and W. Little-
field, of Melrose, Secretary.

The ceremonies were interesting and impressive, commanding the close at-
tention of the large audience that was present. At their conclusion, Rev. J. W.
F. Barnes presented, in behalf of the Chapter, to the retiring ** High Priest ™
Comp. F. J. Foss, a superb gold watch and chain. In his usual vein of
eloquence, (the memory of which yet lingers in our mind, though our pem
is unable to give it adequate expression,) Mr. Barnes alluded to the different
official relations that had existed since its formation, between the ‘¢ Chapter ”
and Brother Foss; to the progress it had made under his guidance; to the
improvements he had inaugurated ; to the superior manner in which, not only
his own special work, but also that of all the officers had been performed. He
also took occasion to call the attention of the members to the fact, that the
duties of the presiding officer did not begin or end with his occupancy of the
chair, nor did they even mainly consist in conferring the degrees, but de-
manded constant thought, and daily, unflagging attention; and it was simply
the performance of a duty for him to recognize and acknowledge,— which
duty, as a memberof, and in justice to, the Chapter, he gladly and heartily
discharged,— that the evidences of Brother Foss’ fidelity to his obligations,
and faithfulness to his responsibilities, can be seen in the prosperity of the
Chapter, and the eminent position it has gained in the ¢¢ Order.”

Mr. Barnes proceeded at some length to enforce the practical observance of
the duties that devolve on each member of the Institution, and the benefits
that resulted to each, from his allegiance to the principles and tenets of his
profession. Congratulating the members, that, though the official relations
existing between them and Brother Foss were now severed, they would
not lose the benefit of his counsel and experience ; congratulating Brother Foss,
that his actions had nobly merited the testimonial which it was the speaker's
privilege to tender him, in behalf of the Chapter, as a slight expression of their
respect and esteem, he closed by expressing his personal satisfaction, that there
had been chosen as his successor in office, a Brother who, in the various
positions he had already adorned, has given abundant evidence of his peculiar
fitness for the position to which he has been advanced by the unanimous
suffrages of the members of the Chapter.

Though evidently taken by surprise, Brother Foss made a feeling and suita-
ble response to the remarks of Mr. Barnes. He ignored special praise for
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anything he had accomplished, giving large and cordial credit to the officers as-
sociated with him, who had made his duties a pleasure, and who had given him
the benefit of their advice and active co-operation.

He was indebted to the members, who had one and all extended to him
their generous sympathy and kind indulgence, and returned them hearty thanks
for the many evidences of their favor and kindness with which they had
repeatedly honored him, and the memory of which would never be eradicated
from his mind. For this entirely unexpected and munificent token of their
regard, he had not fitting words to express his feelings and gratitude. He
should ever cherish it with pride, and value it among his choicest possessions.
Though he could not claim to bave in any degree, deserved this expression of
their esteem, yet he should be unjust to himself, as also to them, if he did not
admit that his endeavors had always been for the prosperity of the Chapter,
and his actions been influenced for their welfare and success. Regretting that
he had not been able to realize his own desires in this respect; and to have
more successfully answered their expectatxons, he concluded his remarks, (of
which we have given a faint and feeble abstract,) with his renewed thaunks to
the officers and members of Waverly Royal Arch Chapter, for their unvary-
ing courtesy and consideration.

The watch and chain are of the most expensive chamcter, and the best
product of American manufacture. The watch is of Waltham make, and is con-
sidered the best specimen of their skill— internally as well as externally —
that bas yet been produced. No labor or expense have been spared, in order
that it should maintain, and if possible enhance, the enviable reputation its
manufacturers have already gained.

Brother J. H. Waitt was thc committee for procuring this testimonial,
and all who are acquainted with the practical judgment and exhaustive knowl-
edge in mechanics possessed by the genial and jovial rotundity that answers to
this name, are assured that every requirement that the most fastidious taste
can demand has been fully answered.

At the conclusion of the presentation, an elegant and abundant collation
was served in the banqueting hall, to which full justice was rendered ; and the
* feast of reason and flow of soul,” enlivened with brilliant wit, and expressions
and evidences of friendship, furnished a fitting termination to a very pleasant
evening.— Malden Messenger.

IMMORTALITY.

WitaoUT, however, endorsing all these ideas, Freemasonry everywhere recog-
nizes the IMMORTALITY OF MAN; and immortality implies that man will be
identically the same through all eternity : death cannot rob him of any of those
prerogatives or attributes which are necessary to that identity. In the future
life, man will be essentially the same as in this. He will remember the past,
recognize and love those whom he had known and loved here ; and he will also
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retain the noble attribute of freedom, and the capacity for progress. The
future life is a life of activity and advancement,—a life of affection and
sympathy as well as retribution ; and being separated from this only by the
veil of flesh, it penetrates and flows into it, and is forever connected with it
by mysterious bonds that cannot be broken.

It follows, therefore, that the great, the wise and good of the past time,
— our brothers and companions departed, the Illuminators of all men of all
nations and ages,— are still moving among us, fulfilling each day their various
ministries of beneficence and love. They overshadow us when we meet in our
Lodges of mourning and remembrance, and envelop us in their undying sympa-
thy. Being dead in the flesh, they are alive in the spirit, the true apostles and
benefactors of man, and are unceasingly present as helpful divinities, in the
examples they have set, the truths they have uttered, and the lives they have
lived.

““They fell, devoted, but undying;
The very waves their names seem sighing ;
The waters murmur of their name,
The woods are peopled with their fame,
The silent pillars, lone and gray,
Claim kindred to their sacred clay ;
Their spirits wrapt the dusky mountain,
Their memory sparkles o’er each fountain;
The meanest rill, the mightiest river,
Rolls, mingling with their fame, forever.”

OBEDIENCE.

SuBMissioN to the constituted authorities, both in the State and in the Craft,
is a quality inculcated upon all Masons. With respect to the State, a Mason
is charged to be a peaceable subject to the civil powers, wherever he resides
or works, and never to be concerned in plots or conspiracies against the peace
and welfare of the nation, nor to behave himself undutifully to inferior magis-
trates.” And with respect to the Cralt, he is directed ¢ to pay due reverence
to his Master, Wardens, and Fellows, and to put them to worship.” And
another part of the same regulation directs, that the rulers and governors,
supreme and subordinate, of the ancient Lodge, are to be obeyed in their
respective stations, by all the brethren, with all humility, reverence, love, and
alacrity.”

This spirit of obedience runs through the whole system, and constitutes
one of the greatest safeguards of our Institution. The Mason is obedient to
the Master ; the Master and the Lodge to the Grand Lodge; and this, in its
turn, to the old landmarks and ancient regulations of the Order. Thusis a
due degree of subordination kept up, and the Institution preserved in its
pristine purity.— Anon.
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FREEMASONRY AND CHRISTIANITY.

Brother White, in the ¢ London Freemasons’ Magazine,” attempts to prove
that Christianity is the foundation and cope-stone of Freemasonry. This he
does mainly by references to the New Testament and the Old Lectures, which
were in vogue before the union of the two Grand Lodges of England. He
wishes the brethren clearly to understand that he does not assert that all the New
Testament references go to prove the necessary connection between Masonry
and Christianity ; the main portion of them do, but some of them are usefully
brought to mind by the language of the Ritual, whilst others are merely coinci-
dences between that language and the language of the Sacred Volume.

He continues : —

In making the references my object is, if possible, to raise the science of
Masonry to a Divine level, not to bring down the precepts of Christianity to a
par with a human institution ; and in so doing, I believe and hope that I am
altogether actuated by a spirit of reverence and humility.

I will proceed by first referring to portions of our ceremonies, and illustra-
ting them in the manner before mentioned. I have no doubt my style will ap-
pear to be somewhat unconnected, but for the reasons I have already suggested,
this cannot well be avoided.

FIRST DEGREE.

BaLLoT. — *“ Give not that which is holy unto dogs, neither cast ye your
pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet.” — Matt. vii., 6. -

¢ Many are called but few are chosen.” — Matt. xxii., 14.

PREPARATION. — “ I was a stranger and ye took me in, naked and ye clothed-
me.” —Matt. xxv., 86.

Take nothing for your journey, neither staves nor scrip, neither bread,
neither money.” &c. — Luke, ix., 3.

ApyssioN. — ‘“Ask and it shall be given unto you; seek and ye shall find ;
knock and it shall be opened unto you.” — Matt. vii., 7.

‘I am the door; by me if any man enter in he shall be saved.” —John,
x., 9.

*Thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor and blind, and naked: I
counsel thee to buy of me gold, &c., and white raiment that thou mayest be
clothed, &c., and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve that thou mayest see, &c.
Behold I stand at the door and knock.” — Rev. iii., 17. )

RECEPTION. — ** Are you free?” &c.— Ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.”” — John, viii., 32.

¢« If the Son, therefore, shall make you free, ye shall be free mdeed L —
John, viii., 36.

LicaT.~ ** The people which sat in darkness saw great light, and to them
which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.” — Matt. iv.,
16.

4
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‘¢ Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Fatber, which is in heaven.” — Matt. v., 16.

* In him was life ; and the life was the light of men, &c. That was the true
light which lighted every man that cometh into the world.” — John, i., 4, 9.

‘‘Iam the light of the world : he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness,
but shall have the light of life.” — John, viii., 12.

T an come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should
not abide in darkness.” — John, xii., 46.

*« But ye brethren are not in darkness, &c. Ye are all the children of light.”
—1 Thess. v., 4, 5.

¢ He that saith he is in the light and hateth his brother, is in darkness even
until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light.”—1 Jobn, ii,
9, 10.

FouxpaTtioN STONE. — N. E. Corner. ‘‘ And from the foundation, &c.,
may you.” — ** The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the
head of the corner.” —Matt. xxi., 42. '

*Now, therefore, ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-
citizens, &c., and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone.” — Epbes. ii., 19, 20.

“Behold I lay in Sion a chief corner-stone, elect, precious, and he that
believeth on him shall not be confounded.” 1 Peter, ii., 6.

*¢ According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master
builder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let
every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. iii., 10, 11.

¢tAs ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him,
rooted and built up in him.” — Col. ii., 7.

CHARGE. — *‘Let me recommend,” &c. — *‘Search the Scriptures ; for in them
ye think ye have eternal life and they are they which testify of me.” — Jobn,
v., 39. :

“‘Duty to neighbor citizen of the world.” — See Romans, xii., 9 — 18. and
xiii.,, 1—8.

G.A. O.T. U.— *“In the beginning was the word, &c. All things were
made by him, and without him was not anything made that was made.” — John,
i, 1.—3.

¢t For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, &c. ; all things were created by him and for him.” — Col. i., 16 — 17.

BROTHERLY LOVE, — ‘‘ A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love
one another asI have loved you, that ye also love one another By this shall
all men know that ye are my disciples if*ye love one another.” — John, xiii., 34,
85. .

*¢ Let brotherly love continue.” — Heb. xiii., 1. See also 1 John, ii., iv.

ReLiEr. — *“To do good and to communicate, forget not.” — Heb. xiii., 16.

+*Whoso hath this world's good, and sceth his brother have need, and shutteth
up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?
—1 Jobn, iii., 17.
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TRUTH. — ** Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth and the life.” —
Jobn, xiv., 6. :

Fartn, Hope AND CHARITY. — ** And now abideth Faith, Hope and Charity,
these three; but the greatest of these is Charity."—1 Cor. xiii., 18. See
also 1 Cor, xiii., 1 —8, and xiv., 1.

FROM THE OLD LECTURE.

Q. Our Lodges being thus finished, furnished and decorated, to whom are
they dedicated? A. To King Solomon. 'Q He being a Hebrew, and
dying long before the Christian era, to whom do we as Christians dedicate
them? A. To St. John the Baptist. Q. Why to him? A. He, being the
forerunner of our Saviour, preached repentance, proclamed that salvation
was at hand, and drew the first line of the Gospel. Q. Has St. John the
Baptist any equal? A. He had, St. John the Evangelist. Q. Why is he
equal to the Baptist? A. He, coming after St. John the Baptist, finished by his
learning what the other began by his zeal, and drew a line parallel to his.
We acknowledge the testimonies which he gives, und the Divine Logos which
he makes manifest. —( End of fourth Sec., 1st Lecture. )

Q. How is prudence depicted in a Mason’s Lodge? A. By a blazing star,
&c. We may apply the emblem to a still more religious import: it may be
said to represent the star which led the wise men to Bethlehem, proclaiming
to mankind the nativity of the Son of God, and kere conducting our spiritual
progress to the author of our redemption. (end of Sect., 1st Lecture.)

FroM THE ** Pocker ComMPaNION aND HISTORY OF FRrEEMASONS," 1764.

A prayer to be used of Christian Masons at the empointing of a brother,
used in the reign of Edward IV.: —

**The mighty God and Father of Heaven, with the wisdom of His glorious
Son, through the goodness of the Holy Ghost, that hath been three persons
in one Godhead, be with us at our beginning, give us grace to govern in our
living here that we may come to His bliss that shall never have an end.”

So far I have in this first degree of Masonry, by few out of very many
references to the New Testament, and otherwise, sought to show that true
Masonry is founded on Christianity ; in the third degree, the same Scripture
references are, in many cases, applicable, whilst, in the old Lectures, as I hope
hereafter to be able to show, the Christian references are, in that degree, much
more numerous.

‘We are taught that the three grand principles on which Masonry is founded,
are brotherly love, and relief, a charity strictly enjoined and accurately de-
fined ; whilst there can be but one truth, taken as a whole, and our blessed
Saviour bas declared that He is ¢* the way, the truth and the life.”

.
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GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

At a semi-annual communication of the Grand Commandery of
Knights Templars recently held in Concord, the following officers
were elected and installed for the ensuing year: M. E. Grand Com-
mander, Sir Charles A. Tufts, Dover; V. E. D. Grand Commander,
Sir John H. George, Concord; V. E. G. Generalissimo, Sir Henry
O. Kent, Lancaster; V. E. G. Captain-General, Sir William Barrett,
Nashua ; V. E. G. Prelate, Sir J. D. Patterson, Manchester; V. E. G.
Senior Warden, Sir Simon G. Griffin, Keene; V. E. G. Junior
Warden, Sir Wm. W. Taylor, Concord; V. E. G. Treasurer, Sir
Jobn Knowlton, Portsmouth ; V. E. G. Recorder, Sir Horace Chase,
Hopkinton ; E. G. Standard-Bearer, Sir J. D. Chandler, Manchester ;
E. G. Sword-Bearer, Sir Lyman J. Graves, Claremont ; E. G. Warder,
Sir D. F. Straw, Manchester; E. Gr. Captain of the Guard, Sir
Edward Savage, Lancaster. The Order throughout the State was
represented to be in a very flourishing condition. During the past year
about one hundred Sir Knights have been created, and thrée new Com-
manderies established, as follows: Sullivan at Claremont, Hugh de
Payens at Keene, and St. George at Nashua. It was voted to have a
grand parade of all the Knights Templars in New Hampshire at the
next annual meeting of the Commandery in Concord in June, 1868.

MASONIC BENEVOLENCE.

Tais is a theme on which Masons are reluctant to dwell, especially in public;
and yet it is sometimes necessary. To entitle a stranger to assistance from
this source, there are some preliminaries required. First, the stranger must
satisfy the brother of the Lodge to whom he applies, that ke is a Mason: that
he has been regularly initiated, passed, and raised. There are many who
seem to think it is necessary only to present themselves and say that they are
Masons, to ensure the assistance they nced. Many have said they were
Masons, who could not prove it ; and we have even known them to present a
stolen diploma, in evidence of their right to recognition. The person applying
for aid should be able to prove, in a masonic way, that he is a Mason. Second-
ly, he should be able to show that he is in good standing in some regular
Lodge. He may have been a Mason, but is now expelled ; or he may not be
a member of any Lodge, though he may not have been expelled. In the first
case, he can have no claim upon masonic charity, and a very little more in the
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second. Our Grand Lodge of Ohio discourages the bestowment of charity
upon Masons who deliberately remain non-affiliated, on the principle that ¢ he
who will not work, neither shall he eat.” Such drones have no claims upon us:
the industrious shall not be taxed to feed the idle. Thirdly, he should apply
at a time appropriate, and in a manner not offensive. It is presumed that all
Masons are gentlemen, and in making application for aid, they should at least
be respectful and courteous. From a forgetfulness in this respect, some are
turned away empty who might otherwise have received the needed assistance.
They come with an imperious demand, instead of presenting a polite request,
and in this way give offence which no necessities can molify. We sometimes
hear complaints that strangers applying for assistance are not treated as they
had a right to expect. We have no allusion to any particular case, as we have
no knowledge of any facts to justify us, but we are persuaded that any Mason
presenting himself properly as to time, place, and manner, will have nothing to
complain of ; especially if he is prepared to give such satisfactory evidence of
his claims as we have suggested. In the foregoing remarks we have no refer-

ence to any place or persons: the application is designed to be general.— Cincin-
nati Masonic Review. ‘

DE MOLAY ENCAMPMENT.

Ar the snnual assembly of De Molay Encampment of Knights Templars,
held October 23, the following Sir Knights were elected officers for the
year ensuing: Rev. John W. Dadmun, Eminent Grand Commander ;
8. J. M. Homer, Generalissimo; Marlborough Williams, Captain
General ; Rev. George H. Hepworth, Prelate; John Mack, Senior
Warden ; Alfred F. Chapman, Junior Warden; Joseph M. Russell,
Treasurer ; Frederick A. Pierce, Recorder; Seth J. Dame, Sword
Bearer ; William J. Plaisted, Standard Bearer; J. N. M. Clough,
Warder; J. W. Ward, Horace Jenkins, Wm. S. Anderson, Encamp-
ment Committee ; Eben F. Gay, Armorer ; G. H. Pike, Sentinel.

ONE of the finest expressions in the symbolisms of masonic orders is that of
*“my will anHl pleasure.” It refers the mind to the royal origin of Masonry,
and to the respectful relation between the private member and the Master
which is impressed upon his mind at his earliest initiation and so powerfully
impressed at the installation of the Master. It is the language put by the
Monitors themselves into the mouth of the Secretary, whose duty it is * to
observe the Worshipful Masters will and pleasure.”
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ST. ANDREW’S R.A. CHAPTER.

At a large and enthusiastic meeting of St. Andrew's R.A. Chapter of this
city, on the 2d of October, the following Companions were elected to office
for the ensuing year: M.E. High Priest, Alfred F. Chapman ; Excellent King,
Charles W. Romney ; Excellent Scribe, J. M. N. Clough; Captain of the
Host, William 8. Hills; Principal Sojourner, William F. Pierce; Royal Arch
Captain, Joseph N. Pierce, Jr.; Master Third Veil, John S. Sherburne;
Master Second Veil, Gideon T. Mansficld ; Master First Veil, W. B. Mayhew ;
Treasurer, John McClellan ; Secretary, Thomas Waterman; Chaplain, Rev.
Jobn E. Robinson; Senior Steward, Edward A. White; Junior Steward,
Seranus Bowen ; Tyler, George H. Pike; Committee on Charity, Edward A.
White, John McClellan, M. Williams, A. T. Whitney, and W. U. Moulton.

After the election and installation of officers, the past M.E. High Priest,
Lyman B. Meston, who had declined a re-election, was most agreeably sur-
prised by receiving an elegant and valuable present of a large box of silver
ware, containing forks, knives, spoons, etc., the whole valued at $350. The
money was given by the Companions of the Chapter, and was raised through
the exertions of that energetic Companion, Alderman Edward A. White, who
made the presentation speech in his bappiest vein. The present was useful as
well as valuable, and a most deserving Mason received it.—Flag of our Union.

INFLUENCE OF MASONRY.

AT the battle of Bull Run, July, 1861, a member of the Highland Regiment,
79th N. Y. Volunteers, became separated from his comrades in the general
disorder which existed towards the close of that eventful day. He bore the
proof in various wounds that his had been no inactive part in the drama just
closing. A disabled arm, a wounded side, and disfigured face showed that he
had been where the carnage of battle raged, and shot and shell had marked
their sanguinary track. With the spirit of a true soldier, he had retained his
gun and accoutrements, and was epdeavoring to find his way %o the main body
of the Union army. Wearied with the long march on that burning July day,
fatigued with the exertions incidental to a battle-field, dispirited at the knowl-
edge of defeat, and faint from the loss of blood, he plodded on his weary way,
as he thought, in the right direction towards rest and safety. When on turn-
ing a curve in the road, he beheld one of the Black Horse Cavalry charging
at full speed towards him. He then knew he had taken the wrong road. All
the horrors of a prison life passed rapidly before him, He looked around, there
was no escape, the horseman was within a few rods of him, with carbine brought
to shoulder, a keen eye glancing along its death-dealing tube, while ifi his ears
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rang those ominous words, ¢ Halt ! surrender !” He could offer no resistance,
as he was unable to use his weapons. What should he do? The thought flash-
ed through his mind: ‘‘He may be a brother of the Mystic tie.” Acting upon
the suggestion, he gave the well-known signal, when to his surprise and joy,
the carbine dropped to the side, the eye no longer gleamed with hate and
passion, and the countenance of the warrior was covered with the smile of a
friend and brother. With hand extended il} love and friendship, the cavalry-
man rode to his side, and in quick tones gave the challenge, to which response
was made, and each knew that the other had knelt at the altar of truth and
wisdom. A few words soon sufficed to put the wounded soldier on the right
path back to his regiment and friends, and with a hearty ‘ God bless you”
from each, they parted, never more perhaps to meet in this world. In the
hurry and excitement of the moment, neither asked the name of the other. But
should the brave cavalryman have passed through the contest with life, and this
should meet his eye, it may be a source of pleasure to him to know that the
wounded brother, following his directions, found himself about midnight in his
own camp; and that he often relates to his brethren when gathered in the
mystic circle, the story of his escape from death or imprisonment through the
inﬂuenc? of Masonry. '

WHAT FREEMASONRY IS NOT.

It is not merely a convivial society. And yet, paradoxical as it may appear,
Freemasonry is a society social; charitable, and secret. It eminently cultivates
the social virtues, and affords ample opportunities for their exercise in the
hours of relaxation and refreshment. I care not for the taunts of those not of
our Order, who are opposed to — nor have I any sympathy with those within
our pale who would dispense with —the social enjoyments attached to our
meetings which, agreeable in themselves, tend, by the amenities they en-
courage, to reconcile animosities and smooth asperities which may have arisen,
and which I fear are inseparable from every society, however exclusive, owing
to the innate frailty and weakness of our poor humanity. It is certainly nota
benefit to society, as the qualifications required in its members at once militate
against any such idea; and yet its charities are noble and munificent to a
degree. It is a secret society only in regard to the means by which its mem-
bers are bound one to another for the purpose of recognition and the preven-
tion of fraud and imposture. Its influence is widely extended, its usefulness
co-extensive with civilization, its sympathy and aid cordially extended and
cheerfully rendered wherever misery and distress are to be found.—Binckes.

MasoNRY itself is something more than ceremonies, forms, and symbols. It
is & spirit — the spirit of God manifesting itself in purity and power, through
the beautiful language and material emblems, divided by man with His
almighty aid and council.
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MASONIC CHIT-CHAT.

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACHU-
SETTS.—The Grand Encampment of Massa-
chusetts and Rhode Island held its annual
session at the New Masonio Temple in ¢his
city, on Wednesday, 30th ult. There was
very little business of general interest before
the body. A Charter was granted for the
* Connecticut Rlver Valley Encampment,”
at Greenfleld, and the usual reports were
received. From that of the Finance Com-
mittee it appears that the Treasury is in a
g800d condition, having about $10,000 in cash
and investments. About 500 Knights have
been created the past year, and the whole
number of members on the rolls of the
different Encampments in the jurisdiction is
twenty seven hundred.

The election of officers took place in the
evening, and resulted as follows, tho M.E.
Rev, Charles H. Titus having declined a re-
election as Grand Master, viz.: Sir William
W. Baker. Boston, M.E. Grand Master;
Benjamin Dean, Boston, D.G.M.; William
B. Blanding, Providence, Generalissimo;
William 8. Shurtleff, Springfield, Grand
Captain-General ; Rev. John W, Daad-
mun, Boston, Grand Prelate; Charles A,
Stott, Lowell, Senfor Grand Warden; Nicho.
las Van Slyck, Providence, Junior Grand
Warden; Willlam Parkman, Boston, Grand
Treasurer; Solon Thornton, Boston, Grand
Recorder ; Tracey P. Cheever, Chelses,
Grand Sword-Bearer; William Sutton, Sa-

into custody, the Lieat.-Governor of Sagua
being prominent among them. Al the offi-
cers were discharged. The Havana Lodge
took the precaution on learning of the raid
to suspend its meetings.

AT the seventh annual Grand Commanfoa-
tion of Grand Lodge of Colorado, held at
Denver, October 7 and 8, the following offi-
cers were elected for the ensuing masonic
year: M.W. Henry M. Teller, of Central
City, G.M.; R.W. O. A. Whittimore, of
Denver, D.G.M.; R.W. Aaron M. Jones, of
Nevada, 8.G.W.; R.W. Webster D. Anthony,
of Denver, J.G.W.; R.W. Richard Sopris,
of Denver, G.W.; R.W. Pede Parmelu, of
Central City, Grand Secretary.

GODEY for November has arich table of
contents, and is, as usual, beautifully illus-
trated. Among the former, are a-continua-
tion of Marion Harland’s admirable story,
“ The Bafe Side;” °** Maggie Leonard;”
“ The Parish of 8. Burybetty’s in search of a
Rector;” ¢ The Two Thanksgiving Days; ”
and others, all well written and interest-
ing papers. The * Novelties for Novem-
ber” will interest the ladies, as will the
“ Work Department,” ¢ Receipts,” &c. The
illustrations are very fine.

DEATH OF BR. JAMES HERRING.— We
learn from the New York Courier that the
R.W. Br. JAMES HERRING, past Grand
y of the Grand Lodge of New York,

lem, Grand Standard-Bearcer; Henry W.
Warren, Boston, Grand Warder; Henry W.
Perkins, Lowell, Grand Captain of Guards;
Eben F. Gay, Boston, Grand Sentinel.

The annual address of Grand Master Titus
was a highly interesting and well prepared
document, as were also the reports of the
Deputy Grand Master and Captain General,
a more particular reference to which.we
shall make In a future number.

LAYING OF A CORNER-STONE.— The
corner-stone of the new City Hall, on the
corner of Fayette and Holliday streets,
Baltimore, was laid with masonic cere-
montes, on Friday, 18th October. Br. John
H. Latrobe was the orator of the occasion.

HAVANA, Cuba, October 17. The police
to-night surprised a Masonic Lodge while as-
sembled for business and took the members

and one of the most intelligent and dis-
tinguished Masons of his time, died recently
at Parls, France, where he had been re-
siding for a few years past. The Courier
says: ‘ No one, that we know of) occupied
a more prominent position in the Fraternity
of New York than he did, and his memory
will ever be cherished by the true and faith-
ful, and by us, while life lasts will be as an
evergreen. We shall have more to say
about our deceased Brother and friend next
week.”

MABONRY regards no man on account of
his worldly worth or honors. It i§ the in-
ternal, and not the external qualifications
that recommend a man to be a Mason. No
matter what may be the distinctions of
place or office, the humblest shall receive as
full a reward as the highest, if he has
1abored faithfully and effectively.
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S. D. & H. W. SMITH'S
AMERICAN ORGANS.

For sweetness, expression, and volume of tone, the most perfect and beautiful
instrument in the world, for public or private use. Finished with from two to
twelve Stops. Prices from $100 to $600. For illustrated Catalogues address

8. D. & H. W. SMITH,
March 1, 1865. Tremont, off Waltham Street, Boston, Mass.

C. W. MOORE’S
Pocket Trestle-board and Digest of Masonic Law.

For the Use of Lodges and Learners.

’

Appended to, and making a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and com-
prehensive DicesT or THE Laws or THE LoDGE, which, it is believed, will be
found to be of great practical value, not only to the officers, but to the individual
members of the Lodge who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if placed
in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted that his
ability for usefulness would be thereby materially increased.

The work is neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) form. The price is 76 cents
a single copy, or $8 a dozen.

It is believed that at the above prices, and in view of the amount of matter
given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of
tho most reliable Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Fraternity.
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Magical.

It is an Unfailing Remedy in all cases cians; and I can assure you, —and I do
of Neuralgia Facialis, often effecting a | so with great pleasure — that in no in-
perfect cure in less than 24 Rours from stance, a8 yet, have they failed to relieve
the use of no more than v or three Pills, the patientimmediately — -frequently as by

No other form of Neuralgia or Nervous maoqe ; and after the use of the number
Disease has failed to yield to this Won- | contained in from one to four boxes, effec-
derful Remedial Agent. Even in the se- tnally to remove the maludy, much to the

verest cases of C ic Neuralgia and delight and astonishment of the sufferers,
general nervous derangements — of many | as invariably expressed.

years standing — afecting the entire 8y8- Very truly, yours,

tem, its use for a few days, ora few weeks | 0. 0. JOHNSON, M. D.

at the ;:ltmost.h a}wayds affords thle mo?: FRAMINGRAN, July 18, 1854,
astonishing relief, an very rarely fai M ;
rman r.J. M. R. Story, for many years
tcx:"groduw a complete and pe ent an Apothecary in Boston, and for three
1t contains no drugs or other materials ' Years during the war in the Hospital De-
in the slightest degree injurious, even to | partment under the United States gov-
the most delicate system, and can always | ernment, speaks of it: .
be used with perfect safety. ! “I have known Dr. Turxer’s Tic
It has long been in constant use_by | Douloureux or Universal Neuralgia Pill
many of our most Eminent Physicians, | for twenty years. I have sold it, and
who give it their unanimous and unquali- ! used it, personally, and have never known
fied approval. of a case, where it did not give relief,
! Customers have told me they would not

The following.are specimens of the | be without it if each Pill cost $10.00.
many thousand testimonials we are con. | I think it the most reliable and valuable

i 1toi ler. | Temedy for Neuralgia and nervous dis-
%"}l:ﬁzc‘;f""g e toits W eases in the world.”

Dnr. T. LA‘RKIN TurNER, Bostqn, Mass. “ Having used Dr. TurNer's Tic Dowl-

DEAR Sir:—1I have prescribed the ourenzx, or Universal Newalyia Pill, per-
Pills prepared by you, and designed as a sonally and in numerous instances re-
specific ,fOl‘ the cure of Nelm}lgla Facial- commended it to patients suffering with
is or Tic Douloureux, during the last | Neuralgia. 1 have found it, without exr-

Jifteen years, to a large number of patients | jon, t lish al/ th i
a'licted by that painful and tormenting ;eﬁneqr;momzc(;omp ‘shall the proprietors
condition of the nerves which has hither. J. R. DILLINGHAM, Dentist.
to perplexed and bugled the skill of Physi- | 12 Winter Bt., Boston, Feb. 18, 1867,

23 Sent by mail on receipt of Pprice and postage.
One Package . . . $1.00 Postage 8 cents.
Six » . . .. boo » 21,
Twelve,, N . . 9.00 » 48
Sold by all Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Drugs and Medicines throughout
the United States, and !

TURNER & CO., Sole Proprietors,
120 Tremont Strect, Boston, Mass.

Oct, 1,1807. 1y. ,
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GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

The Anoual Communication of the M.W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts will be held at
the New Masonic Temple, on Wednesday, the 11th day ol December, at Two o’clock, P.M.,
for the transaction of such busincss as shall regulurly come before it.

The Grand Lodge will also axsemble on the following day, December 12, at 9 o’clock, A.
M., for the exemplitication of the Ritual by the Grand Lecturer.

Secretaries of Lodges will please communicate this notice to the Masters and Wardens
of their respective Lodges.

BesToN, Dec. 1, 1867,

CHARLES W. MOORE, GRAND SECHETARY.

GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OF MASSACIIUSETTS.

The Quarterly Convocation of the Grand M.E. Royal A1ch Chapter of Massachueelts, will
Le held at the New Masonic Temple, Boston, on Tuesday, December 10, 1837, at Seven
o'clock, P.M., for the transaction of business.

You, being.-a member, are requested to give your punctual attendance. .

The Work and Lectures of the severul Degrees will be exemplificd by the Gran | Lec-
turer on the day above named, commencing at half-past Nine o’clock, A.M. This carly
notice is issued that every Royal Arch Mason derirous of witnessing the Work as anthorived
by the Grand Chapter may be enabled to make his arrangemecut to be present.

By direction of 1the M.E.G. High Pricest.
THOS. WATERMAN, G. SECRETARY.

BOSTON, Dec. 1, 1867.
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THE ANTI-MASONIC MOVEMENT IN CUBA.

By recent intelligence from the Havana, we learn that the Lt.-Gov-
ernor of Sagua d’Antonia, M. Poras, was sent to Spain on the first of
November, under arrest, for having permitted and participated in the
formation of a Musonic Lodge in that city, in connection with several of
the, most distinguished inhabitants of the place. The Director of Public
W orks at Sagua, has also been sent to Spain for the same offence, and
the Civil Magistrates, the Members of fhe Secretary’s Office, the
Officers of the Volunteer corps, and the Director of the city schools,
have also been deprived of their official places for the same cause. The
Lodge was working openly and with perfect confidence, under the im-
pression that the Government tolerated its existence ; but its members
should have learned from the record of the past, that there is no con-
fidence to be placed-in tyrants, or religious bigots. It is not, however,
in view of all the facts in the case, very surprising that our brethren at
Sagua should have been deceived by a misplaced confidence; for
Masonic Lodges are by no means confined to that city ; nor have the
brethren in other parts of the island been particularly careful in con-
cealing their meetings from the civil authorities ; believing that their
only danger was from the Priests, who are undoubtedly at the bottom
of the present movement.

T" . suppression of a single Lodge it Sagua, is not, of itself, of much
irportdnce, as affecting the continued existence of the Order in the
Island, for there are other Lodges, and two rival Supreme Councils of
the thirty-third degree, with their subordinates, in active operation in
other places. But the presumption is, that the persecution having been

b
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commenced, it will be pushed by the church to its greatest extremity,
and may result disastrously to the brethren and to their organizations,
at least for some time to come; or, to take the most favorable view of
which the case apparently admits, they may be driven to hold their meet-
ings with so much secrecy, and under such embarrassing and dangerous
circumstances, as to render their temporary dissolution expedient as a
matter of personal safety.

Masonry cannot exist where Catholicism is in power. The two are
as opposite to each other as religious toleration and sectarian bigotry.
It is indeed true that Masonry lives and flourishes in many parts of
Europe where Catholicism is in the ascendant, but the religious senti-
ment of those countries is, at the bottom, rank infidelity ; and the masses
care no more for the church and its fulminations, than they do for the
whistling of the winds. The Pope has recently had a trial of his
ecclesiastical thunder on the Masons of France, and the result should
have taught him a lesson. He and his priests might now profit by a
careful comparison of the present status of the Order in Italy, with its
condition before the Revolution. But tyrants and bigots never profit by
experience.

While the Catholic Church has everywhere, during the last six
hundred years, been the uncompromising enemy of Freemasonry, as the
exponent of liberal principles and religious toleration, Spain, of all the
nations in Europe, has been its most relentless persecutor. The Order
has never been able to achieve anything more than a temporary foothold
in the kingdom proper, since the time of Ferdinand and Isabella, and
the establishment of that infernal instrument of papal cruelty, the In-
quisition. Its friends indeed met with occasional successes in introducing
it into South America, before the separation of those States from the
mother country; though even in them it had, as it now has, the
opposition and bigotry of the church to contend with, and not un-
frequently, that of the civil authorities also. But 'in Spain proper, it
has met with the steady opposition of both. The first attempt to
establish a Lodge there, of which we have any certain knowledge, was
made by Lord Coleraine in 1727, in which year he gave a charter to
certain English brethren then residing at Madrid, who opened a Lodge
in that city, which maintained a nominal existence for about fifty
years, when it was abandoned. The next, and a more successful
attempt, was made after the conquest of Spain by Napoleon 1., and the
gseuting of his brother Joseph upon the vacant throne. Some Spanish
Masons, who had probably been admitted to the Order in France, united
with the French brethren attached to the party of Joseph, and or-
ganized a Grand Orient for the Kingdom. This gave an impulse to the
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Order, and for a time the number of brethren increased rapidly; but
imprudently interfering with the political affairs of the State, its use-
fulness and popularity were greatly impaired. At about the same time,
and soon after the promulgation of the Constitution, the patriots, or
liberals, as they were termed, at Cadiz, who belonged to the Order,
formed a Lodge at that place ; but it was soon after broken up by the
falmination of the following decree : —

¢ 'We (Our Holy Father, the Pope, Holy Inqulsltors, and beloved
Ferdinand,) henceforth offer to receive with open arms, and all that
tenderness which has always characterized our ministry, those who,
within the space of fifteen days from the date of this decree, shall spon-
taneously and voluntarily denounce themselvesto us ; but if any person —
which God forbid ! — persist in following the road to perdition, we shall
employ, to our great regret, rigour and severity, causing the pains and
penalties of the civil and canonical laws to be inflicted on the offenders.”

This decree was followed by numerous arrests throughout the
Peninsula, and many innocent persons were unfortunate enough to fall
into the ¢ open arms” of the Holy Inquisitors, whose embraces were
like the loving coil of the boa-constrictor. The Grand Orient at
Madrid, to which reference has been made, and which was established
but a few months before, also fell a sacrifice to the Holy Decree. Some
months after this, an eminent individual, of the name of Beramendi,
formed the plan of establishing at Granada, a new Grand Crient, in
order to strengthen the ties of union among those brethren who had for-
tunately escaped falling into the ¢ open arms” of the Inquisition. The
attempt was at first attended with considerable success ; but the exist-
ence of the body was not of long duration.

In 1815, the famous mandate of M. Miery Campillo, Inquisitor-
General, was published and ordered to be read in every church in
Spain, on the first Sunday in Lent. It reads as follows: ¢ His Excel-
lency, the Grand Inquisitor, enjoins all confessors, under pain of ex-
communication, to denounce to the Holy Office such persons as may
have confessed themselves to belong to the Order of Freemasonry.”
Many brethren failing to denounce themselves, were seized and thrown
into prison, and subjected to torture and punishment.

In 1819, another decree of similar import was issued; and in
1826, still another. In the latter case, the Inquisitors attempted an
exposition of the principles of Masonry, and adduced many sage argu-
ments to show that Masonry and Judaism were synonymous, and had
the same end in view! Attempts were also made at this time to sup-
press the growth of the Institution in the Island of Cuba, where it had
been introduced by some brethren from France; and these attempts
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were so far successful, that they had the effect to drive the Lodges inte
greater concealment. And such will be the result of the present move-
ment at the suppression of the Order in the Island. Less than a century
ago, the brethren who have now been sent to Spain, as above stated,
on the charge of being Freemasons, would have been subjected to the
fiercest tortures of the Inquisition, and probably sentenced to the hor-
rors of the Auto de fe; but there is little danger of such a termination
to their present offence. The age is too far advanced in civilization,
and the power of the church is too uncertain to justify any such extreme
measure. Official disqualification, or fine and limited imprisonment,
will probably be the extent of their punishment.

Since writing the above, the following has appeared in the ‘ New
York Times.” It is from the Havana correspondent of that paper,
under date of Nov. 4: —

‘ The Anti-Masonic movement on the part of the Government still
continues. On the 28th ultimo, the rooms occupied by the Masonic
Lodge in Puerto Principie, were visited by agents of the Government ;
but, as the brothers had received information of the proposed visit long
previously, no papers or documents were found ; and, although it was a
regular stated meeting night, only four persons could be found in the
building. Male visitors in the houses around the Lodge were very
plentiful that evening. The four gentlemen found were taken into cus-
tody by the guardians of the public peace and morals, and liberated
again after a confinement of three hours. What the end of this will
be nobody knows. The Government is alienating from itself the sym-
pathies and good will of a large body of its most influential citizens,
and without the least possible chance of gaining a friend, except
among the ignorant.”

The movement is at present ostensibly directed solely against the
Masonic Lodges ; but this is deceptive and falls far short of the ulti-
mate intention of its authors, which is the extermination, by means of
the civil and ecclesiastical powers, of the liberal principles and pro-
gressive ideas in religion and politics, which, for the last ten or fifteen
years have been rapidly increasing and spreading among the people of
the island : and which, if not suppressed (and this will not be an easy
task), will, at no very distant day, work out an entire separation from
the mother country, and escape from ecclesiastical bondage and oppres-
sion. The authorities see and fear this result, and hence the present
persecution of the Lodges, which embrace in their memberships the lead-
ing minds and influential men of the island. But the result is inevita-
ble, and the course now being pursued will only hasten it on.
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A NEGRQ MADE A FREEMASON,

THE following is from the, Boston ¢ Commonwealth’ of last week, and while
the making of Mr. J. B. Smith, a colored man, a Freemason, is a mere matter
of taste, and does not, if he has the necessary qualifications, violate any land-
mark, yet the hope expressed in the latter part of the paragraph, that it may
prove the first step towards hringing the clandestine Lodges of * fellow citizens
of African descent’ into relations with the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, we
should opine is so far distant as not to be within the vision through the mast
powerful telescope. The ¢ Commonwealth’ says: —
“““We are gratified to record that our well-known citizen, Mr. Joshua B.
* Smith, wasinitiated a Mason in St. Andrew’s Lodge, of this city, on Thursday
evening last. The ceremonies were unusually dignified and solemn, the ac-
ceptance of the candidate being by the unanimous vote of that ancient and
highly respectable Lodge. The event in itself, aside from the parties im-
mediately concerned, bas no particular interest, save that it is the first time in
the history of Masonry in this State that a colored man has been admitted to
white fellowship, which, we sincerely trust, is the dawn of a new era in
fraternal association, and the first step towards bringing the African Lodges
of this State into harmonious relations with the Massachusetts Grand
Lodge.'”

We find the above in the ** New York Courier ” of the 2d Novembez
last. The ocase not being one af common occurrence, will be likely to
excite in certain quarters a more than common interest. It may not,
therefore, be improper or out of place here, in order that there may be
no misapprehension of the facts, to say a few additionsl words in re-
ference to it.

Mr. Smith is undeniably a ¢ colored man,” though maternally de-
scended from one of the moat respectable white families in Virginia, —
an accident, it is believed, not without its precedents or sequences.
But be this a8 it may, young Smith was at birth assigned to the care of
s faithful nurse, and in due time sent to the western part of the State of
New York, where he was educated and fitted to fight the battles of life
on his own account. He has fought them manfully and successfully,
and now occupies a social position, not less indicative of his imdustry
than of the high estimation in which he is held as a citizen. The color
of his skin, though a shade darker than the Caucasian, is not of any
decided African type, nor are his features. We are told he has a white
wife and a family of fine promising children, who are undistinguishable
in their complexion from the white children with whom they associate
in school and on the play-ground, and by whom they are respected as
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equals. It may be to his credit or otherwise, according to the re-
publican notions of the reader, that neither Mr. Smith nor his family
look for intimate associates among the class to which his paternal ances-
tor belonged. We state the fact, and give these particulars to show
that the case is not an ordinary one, nor Mr. Smith a common ** negro.”
He is a well educated, intelligent and respectable man, with wealth
enough to enable him to do good among his poorer neighbors, and a
heart generous enough to prompt him to do it. His initiation, there-
fore, does not strictly furnish any precedent for the admission of persons
of the African race, however worthy they may be. It leaves that
question untouched. And it only remains for us to add in this con-
nection, that Mr. Smith, though born in a slave State, is himself a free-
man by birth, the civil condition of the mother determining that of
the child.

It is not quite true that ¢ this is the first time in the history of
Masonry in this State, that a colored man has been admitted to white
fellowship.” About the year 1880, certain Spanish refugees arrived in
Boston, and were soon after received into Masonry, on the recom-
mendation, and through the influence of certain officials who were
interested in their welfare, and regarded them as patriots and martyrs
in the cause of civil liberty. They were educated ‘ colored men,” who
had occupied places of official distinction and influence in their own
country. Isolated cases might also be quoted from the history of other
Grand Lodges in this country ; but, as a general rule, the initiation of
this class of our citizens has been discountenanced by the fraternity
here, though they are admitted in many other countries without any
objection to them on account of class or color. There is no masonic law
of general application, either ancient or modern, against their reception.
The question is therefore wholly one of expediency, which every
masonic jurisdiction may settle for itself.

Such a thing as the recognition of the existing African Lodges in
this city, or anywhere else in this country, by the Grand Lodge of this
State, is among the impossibilities, except through such an utter dis-
regard of the laws of the Institution and of masonic obligation as is
not to be anticipated. All the existing African Lodges in the coun-
try, without a single exception, are self-constituted or without legal
authority. The first colored Lodge in this city, was opened about the
close of-the last century, under a charter granted by the Duke of
Cumberland, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of England; but the
grant was in violation of the jurisdictional rights of the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts, and therefore an illegal act and void. The Lodge
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was never recognized by any Grand Lodge in America ; and, in 18138,
the Grand Lodge of England erased it from its books. Its charter
should then, at least, have been returned to the body from which it was
originally received ; but it was not so returngd, and has since been held
by different parties as quasi authority for their irregular proceedings.
It is entirely worthless.

NAVAL LODGE, WASHINGTON.

‘WE are indebted to the courtesy of R.W. Br. Benjamin B. French
of Washington, for a copy of an interesting historical address delivered
by him before Naval Lodge, No. 4, on the 17th October last ; the occa-
sion being the dedication of its new hall, or rather the modification
and enlargement of its old one, which, from the description of it given
in the address, we judge to be a very complete and convenient edifice.
The entire building is the property of the Lodge, and the lower part
of it is designed for school and store purposes. Br. French notices
with approbation — and in this, all well-informed brethren will join
him —the action of the Lodge in 1825, when its original hall was
first opened, in resolving * that it is highly improper that the Lodge-
room should be used at any time as a ball-room;” and that ¢ the
Lodge-room shall not be used for any purpose whatever other than
those strictly masonic.”

Our brother thinks it a ¢ curious fact that Naval Lodge elected its
officers for many years semi-annually ;”” and says he has ¢ never known
or heard of such a practice elsewhere.” It was, nevertheless, a not
uncommon practice 'with the Lodges in the early days of Masonry
in this country, including some Grand Lodges. The practice, however,
is not a commendable one. We should rather be inclined to elect tri-
ennially. There would be less disgraceful electivneering by two-thirds,
and a chance for better officers secured.

We extract the following, on the Secrecy of Masonry, as an insti-
tution : —

¢ The great bug-bear that Freemasonry has had to encounter, has been the
cry of *a Secret.Society.’

¢ T have said, long ago, and I say again, that the masonic society is no more
* 2 secret society ’ than hundreds of other societies which exist.
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“ Where do we find a family without its secrets ? And the great Family of
Freemasoury is not an exception to this rule. We do not open our doors pro-
miscuously to all; if we did our Order would at once become valueless.
Those who enter pass through certain forms and ceremonies which we do not
choose to divulge; but they are forms and ceremonies which tend to improve
the mind, impress the reasoning faculties, and make men better. And among
the first impressions we seek to make in the strongest manner, is an implicit
trust in the Supreme Architect of the Universe. Like the trusting pilot amid
the storm, we should answer the fearing passenger as he did : —

¢ Oh Pilot, ’tis a fearful night,
There’s danger on the deep!
T'll come and pace the deck with thee,
1 do not dare to sleep.

¢ Go down, the sailor cried, go down!
This is no place for thee;

Fear not, but Trust in Providence,
Wherever thou may’st be.”

¢ But the principles of the Masonic Institution are as patent to all as is the
meridian sun. The great moral obligations that we are under to each other,
and to each other's families, the world knows as well as we do, and we believe
the world appreciates them. Our charities find their way.unheralded into
places where want and penury prevail ; and, although we boast not of them,-
they are no secref, and often, perhaps, too often, become known.

¢ No one comes amongst us unless it be of his own free will, and he cannot
come unless his character as a man and a citizen is above reproach; and how-
ever good he may be, we seek to make him better, Such, in brief, is our soci-
ety, and its very foundation is ¢ Faith, Hope, Charity — these thrée, but the
greatest of these is Charity.)”

BIBLE PRESENTATION.

The ladies of East Washington availed themselves of the occasion offered
by the dedicatory ceremonies to present to the Lodge a copy of the Holy Bible,
of unusal cost and elegance, with a cushion for its support; which, upon their
request, was presented through Alderman Donald McCathran, in the following
words : —

¢¢ As a representative of the Ladies of East Washington, I have the pleasure
of presenting to you this beautiful copy of God’s Holy Word, and finely
wrought cushion. In presenting this, their offering, to the members of Naval
Lodge, No. 4, they feel confident that the beauties of its promises, its sacred
teachings, and the profound truths therein contained, will be duly appreciated
by its members. I, myself, am happy ‘in knowing that I am placing it in the
hands of those who will endeavor to keep untarnished its sacred words, and °
seek to live up to its precepts.”

James C. Dulin, Worshipful Master of the Lodge, received the offerings
with the following reply : —
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*¢ On behalf of Naval Lodge, it is my agreeable duty to receive this beautiful
volume of Divine revelation, with its no less beautiful accompaniment. The
Bible is to Masonry what the sun is to the natural world — its greatest, purest
light. It is the unextinguishable fire upon the alter; the everlasting light of
the temple, the boly Shekinah, the glory of the Lord in the midst. Speaking
for Naval Lodge, when I say to the kind donors of these precious gifts, we
thank you, I cannot but realize how weak are words when the well-springs of
the heart are gushing forth; and yet I say we thank you. From the hands of
such fair bestowers, a common gift, expressive of their approval, were rich ‘ as
the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even
Aaron’s beard, that went down to the skirts of his garments,’ fragrant and
precious; but you have given us an offering from heaven, whence the pure
emotions of your hearts have come, and whither the beautiful and pure of
earth shall return. Your generous gift will long be cherished by our Lodge,
and it shall be our aim to seek to be guided in our work by the teachings of
the Supreme Grand Master.”

THE DUTIES OF A MASON TO HIS BROTHER.
[Extract from an address by De Witt Clinton, Dec. 34. 1783.]

A Masox is bound to consult the happiness and to promote the interests
of his brother ; to avoid everything offensive to his feelings; to abstain from
reproach, censure, and unjust suspicions; to warn him of the machinations of
his enemies; to advise him of his errors; to advance the reputation and wel-
fare of his family ; to protect the chastity of his house; to defend his life, his
property, and, what is dearer to a man of honor, his character against unjust
atacks; to relieve his wants and his distress; to instill into his mind proper
ideas of conduct in the department of life in which he is called to fill; and,
let me add, to foster his schemes of interest and promotion, if compatable with
the paramount duties a man owes to the community. If such are the obliga-
tions which & man owes to his brother, they are precisely the duties -that one
Freemason ought to preform to another. Our Order enjoins them as rules
from which nothing can justify a deviation, and considers their infraction
a violation of honor, conscience, and religion: a prostitution of all that is
deemed sacred and venerable among men.

But Masonry does not confine the benignity of her precepts to her followers ;
she rises higher in the scale of excellence, and enjoins the observance of honor,
honesty, and good faith to all men ; she espouses the cause of universal benevo-
lence and virtue ; she declares as unworthy of her patronage those who vio-
late the laws of rectitude, and her votaries exemplify in their lives the truth
of the remark that, although there be vicious men in the Fraternity, yet that
they are better than if they were not Masons.

8
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FIVE POINTS.

FIVE POINTS.

I wiLL be swift to serve thee, Brother,
Whene'er thy need demands;

Nor rest my foot shall know, nor other
Employment find my hands,

Until thy want relief hath known,
For thou art bound to me

By Mystic tie, that doth postpone
The love of self for thee.

I will remember thee, my Brother,
When, on my knees my prayer

To God ascends, and I must smother,
Before his righteous ear,

All selfish wish, all evil thought, —
For, truly, are not we

Children of one house? and I ought
Daily to pray for thee.

I will think well of thee, my Brother !
The secret ihoa wo. 1d'st keep,

Concealed with caution from all other,
Safe in my breast shall sleep

As in thine own it lay, ere thou
Imparted it to me, —

Thus will I justify my vow,
And bear me true to thee.

I will speak well of thee, my Brother,
Present, or absent, still

A good report unto another
Of thee, my tongue shall fill ;

For we are near, and thy good name
Is ever dear to me,

Through evil and through good the same,
I will be true to thee.

’

I will defend thee alway, Brother,
And at my prompt rebuke

The slanderer his tale shall smother,
And shame suffuse his look.

If danger threaten, I will warn
In time for thee to flee,

And thus my actions will adorn
And show my love to thee.
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THE LATE BROTHER J AMES HERRING.
[From the “ New York Courier.”]

Our deceased friend and brother was born in London, England, on the 12th of
Janunary, 1794, and was educated under the watchful eye of his father, after
whom he was named, and who instilled into him the feeling of interest for the
American Republic, then just called into existence, which he himself felt for her
institations. At the house of his father, in London, lived, for some time,
Jobn G. Eitchorn, well known as an antiquarian and critical writer on the
Bible, and it was him who first called the attention of the son to the masonic.
fraternity, of which he was himself an active member.

In 1805, the family emigrated to New York, and the subject of our sketch
finished his education at an academy in Flatbush, Long Island. In 1816, he
was initiated in Solomon’s Lodge, Somerville, New Jersey, and once a member
‘of the fraternity, he soon made his influence felt. He removed to New York
in 1822, and was soon actively engaged as an officer in the different masonic
bodies. He was Master of Clinton Lodge, No. 143, in 1834, which Lodge,
in December of that year, he united with St. John’s Lodge, No. 1. On the
3d September, 1828, he was appointed Assistant Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodge of the State of New York, and June 3d, 1829, was elected Grand Secre-
tary, which office he retained until 1846 ; and from 1849 to 1858 he acted as
Grand Sccretary of the Grand Lodge of which Isaac Phillips was Grand
Master, and commonly known as the ** Phillips'” or * Herring Grand Lodge "

His reports on Foreign Correspondence, which he originated, form an im-
portant part of the printed transactions of the Grand Lodge, and were read
with instruction.

In 1832, he was elected General Grand Secretary of the G. G. Chapter of
the U. S.; and in the G. Encampment of New Nork, he filled the following
offices : Deputy Grand Master, 1829-32 ; Grand Master, 1834 ; Grand Prelate,
1836-39. At the Grand celebration on the occasion of the presence of the G.
G. Encanpment in New York, in 1842, he officiated as Grand Orator of the
Grand Lodge. He was General Grand Recorder of the G. G. Encampment from
1829 to 1835, and G. G. Generalisaimo from 1835 to 1841. He was present
as a delegate at several meetings of the G. G Encampment, and also a8 member
of the Supreme Council, 33° (Cerneau), and one of the founders of the Lodge
of Strict Observance, No. 94, in 1844.

In appreciation of his great merits, the Grand Orients of France and of
Brazil named him their representative near the Grand Lodge of New York.
He was also honored with honorary membershlp in numerous Lodges and
Grand J.odges.

In 1821, he delivered an oration at Flemington N.J., taking as his text
the Bible verse 1 John, iii. 13, which drew down upon him the attacks of the
more orthodox portion of the fraternity, who took offence at his having drawn
the Holy Writ into a masonic discourse.
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The great Anti-Masonic movement brought out in full force all the mental
energy of our deceased friend. He stood firm as a rock, while the hurricane
of ‘destruction levelled the greater number of the Lodges in the State; and the
Lodges in the city, as well as the Grand Lodge itself, are indebted to him for
their salvation during that stormy period. In spite of threats and dangers, he
managed to induce the Lodges not to cease their regular meetings; he en-
couraged the subordinate Lodges, keeping alive the connection with other
Grand Lodges that wgre more particularly exposed to persecution, while he
bravely combatted the most ferocious attacks of the press.

The troubles within the Grand Lodge in 18387, which were the cause of the
creation of St.Jobn's Grand Lodge, found Brother Herring the Grand Secre-
tray of the former body, and as such, playing an important part during that
eventful period, a part which caused him many enemies. In the same year, June
7,1837, he delivered the Eulogy on Grand Masters Elisha W. King and Jacob
Morton, in St. Matthew's Church, Walker street, N.Y., at which we were
present. It was about this time our late brother organized that extended
system of correspoudence with foreign Grand Lodges, in particular with those -
of Scotland, Hamburgh, Frankfort-on-Main, Saxony, Switzerland, France, the
Netherlands, Prussia, &c., and which has since become of so much benefit
and importance, its usefulness being almost universally acknowledged.

On the 24th June, 1840, Brother Herring pronounced the Oration on the
Festival of St. Jobn the Baptist, before Apollo Lodge, No. 13, Troy, in the
Second-Street Presbyterian Church of that city, which was shortly afterwards
published.

The rapid increase of Lodges made it appear desirable that a hall
should be built, to be devoted exclusively to the purposes of Freemasonry.
Brother Herring, in 1842, originated a plan to collect funds for that object,
in connection with the founding of an Asylum for indigent Masous, or their
widows and orphans. The Grand Lodge adopted the plan, and since then the
fund has reached over $200,000, chiefly through the care and watchfuloess
which be extended over it, and which he did not relax, even during the term
of the separation from 1849 to 1858.

On the 23d February, 1847, Brother Herring delivered the Oration in a
Lodge of Sorrow convened by St. John's Lodge, No. 1, in memory of their
deceased members, Past Grand Masters Morgan Lewis and A. H. Robert-
son and others, which has been published; and ten years later, he officiated
on a similar occasion, the Sorrow Lodge being convened in memory of the de-
ceased Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Saxony, Karl G. T. Winkler,
the transactions of which were published in English and German.

During the agitation of the question as to the prerogatives of Past Masters,
which caused'so much trouble between the City Lodges on one side, and those
from the rural districts on the other, Brother Herring was one of the leaders
of the former, adhering firmly to the letter of the law ; and, when, in 1849 the
separation into two Grand Lodges took place, he still stood up firmly for his
views of the case, and happily defended the same against all attacks. The
Grand Lodge whose cause he espoused was frequently called after his name.
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Of his polemic writings, the following merits particular attention ; — ¢ Histori-
cal Narrative, Explanation and Vindication of the course pursued by the Grand
Lodgeof New York, in relation to the unmasonic and unconstitutional attempt
of a portion of their body to revolutionize the organizationt hereof;” which
was published and forwarded to their sister Grand Lodges throughout the
world by his Grand Lodge.

Since the re-union of the two Grand Lodges in 1858, our deceased brother
had rather retired from active masonic life though on several occasions prior
to his departure for Paris, France, where he died at his daughter's residence,
Oct. 8th, he gave the benefit of his ripe experience to his brethren in Grand
Lodge, and which was always listened to with respect, even if his wise and
conservative views were not, as they might with advantage, have been adopted.

In 1842, he commenced a work, ‘“‘An introduction to the study of Masonic
Jurisprudence,” but was prevented from completing the same by others appro-
priating the plan he had conceived. A portrait painter by profession, he publish-
ed ** The National Portrait Gallery of distinguished Americans” in 1832, the
portraits and part of the biographies were by himself. Some public masonic
tribate is due to his memory, otherwise the Craft in New York will fail in

their duty.
““ Peaceful he sleeps, with all our rites adorn’d,
For ever honored, and for ever mourn’d.”

PROCEEDINGS OF GRAND LODGES, ETC.

PRrOCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF OREGON AT ITS SEVENTEENTH
ANNUAL SESSION, HELD AT PORTLAND, JUNE 24TH, A.L. 5867. — We
have before us a pamphlet copy of the proceedings of this body, contained in
150 pages.

The M.W. A. W. Ferguson, Grand Master, was unavoidably detained from
attendance, but forwarded his annual address, which was read by the R.W.
C. H. Lewis, Deputy Grand Master, presiding.

In that he says, *‘ While we have some reason to doubt whether, with the
increase of members in our jurisdiction, the broad fields of masonic charity
and brotherly love have been expanded, enriched and beautified, commensurate
with that increase, we are pleased to note that a higher regard is being paid by
many, if not all of the Lodges, to the proper qualificationd and character of
the applicants for our sacred mysteries.

*t The reports from the various Lodges within our borders, indicate that more
care is being exercised by the craft in the selection of the material for the
Masonic Temple, and that a desire, at least, prevails among the most of them
that the custodians of our sacred mysteries in future, shall be ¢ good men and
true.’
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While such a spirit actuates the craft, we need not be anxious about the popu-
larity of Masonry. Ifwe will exclude from our mysteries the ignorant and bad,
the good intelligent and will seek light at our altars, and the Star of Masonry
will shine more brightly, diffusing more abundantly the light of love and good
will to all mankind — to all within its circle.

¢ Then let us hedge about our Lodges with all due caution, tyle them more
closely, and sce to it that none pass except such as are *duly and truly
qualified,’ and that will make good Masons, and true, men with hearts and
souls, and minds, who by their lives and examples reflect honor and credit on
the fraternity.

‘¢ With such a membership, united in the bonds of love, by the indissoluble
chains of sincere affection, we will be able to surmount any obstacles however
difficult, and concentrate our energies as one man in the accomplishment of
the one great object we have in view — the elevation of the character and the
amelioration of the condition of mankind.”

He says, *‘ It becomes my painful duty to announce to you the decease of
P.G.M. Amory Holbrook, for many years chairman of the Committes on
Foreign Correspondence, in which his services were of inestimable benefit to
this Grand Lodge and the fraternity throughout the entire jurisdiction.
Past Grand Master Amory Holbrook was a native of Rowley, Mass. He
was born August 15, 1820, and died in Portland, Oregon, Sept. 26, 1866.
He was an active, zealous Mason, who commanded the respect and esteem of
his brethren.”

We are glad to hear so good a report of a son of Massachusetts, and trust
that the New States may be favored by many of equal merit and usefulness.

R.W. Dept. Gr. Master, C. H. Lewis, read a very practical business report,
showing that he had been a workman that needeth not be ashamed. This with
that of the M.W. Grand Master, were referred to a committee.

During the last year dispensations have been granted for four new Lodges

Au election was had for Grand Officers, R.W. C. H. Lewis, Deputy Grand
Master, was elected M.W. Grand Master. After tendering his thanks to the
Grand Lodge, he declined to accept the position. Another ballot was taken
with the following result, viz. : —

A. A. Smith, M.W. Grand Master; W.D. Hare, R.W. Deputy Gr. Master;
D. G. Clark, R.W. Sr. Gr. Warden; A. B. Richardson, R.W. Jr. Gr.
Warden; B. F. Brown, R.W. Gr. Treasurer; J. E. Hurford, R.W. Gr. Se-
cretary ; Rev. J. H. Wythe, Grand Orator; Rev. R. C. Benson, Grand
Chaplain; W. Br. John Myers, Grand Marshal; W. Br. Henry Saxer, Senr.
Grand Deacon; W Br. S. B. Hughes, Jr. Grand Deacon; W. Br. Jacob
Conser, Gr. Standard Bearer; W. Br. Hiram Smith, Gr. Sword-Bearer Ww.
Br. A. G. Williams, Grand Sen’r. Steward; W. Br. J. L. Louden, Jr. Grand
Steward ; W. Br. F. Naucke, Grand Tyler.

ARKaNsas. — The thirty-fourth annivarsary of this Grand Lodge was held

at Little Rock. Though there were melancholy memories, there was much
to excite encouragement and gladness on the occasion.

I~
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M.W. C. H. English, Grand Master, in his excellent annual address, refers
to their former dgpressed condition, and present prospects, and arouses the
Fraternity by wholesome words of encouragement.

He says, *“ Out of one hundred and seventy chartered Lodges upon our
Register, bat fiky were represented at our last annual communication. . .
A number of Lodges had been plundered of their charters, records, furniture,
and jewels. The Masters and Wardens of other Ludges were dead. The
membership of many of the Lodges were also dead, or scattered. Com-
munities were broken up, houses left tenantless, and abandoned fields uncul-
tivated. The destitute widow and the helpless orphan were in want of bread ;
and, in many instances, there was but little to supply them.

** But at the close of the war, no class of our population returned more
readily, quietly, and cheerfully to the peaceful pursuits of life, than the
Masonic Fraternity. During the past masonic year, Lodges have been rebuilt
and refurnished, charters duplicated, and the surviving craftsmen have re-
assembled and resumed their labors. . . . . The number of new -Lodges
established during the year, will doubtless equal the number that surrendered
their charters. The masonic tree revives again! There is no permanent
decay — no death to Masonry! . . Her date is from the year of Light!
She was present when the Morning Star shouted over the new-born earth. She
saw the Sun make his first march through the heavens, and will witness his last
setting, when the Angel of Death shall sound the last funeral knell of Time.”

The interesting report of the committee on Foreign Correspondence, by
Br. C. B. Morse, contains some choice gems, that will be valued highly by the
reader. He says: ‘* When we reflect that the proceedings which we have
received, embrace the utterances of men from onec extreme of our land to the
other — of men of all shades of politics, from the ultra-radical of the North to
the ultra-secessionist of the South; and in many instances, of those who were

_ prominent military leaders on both sides of the late quarrel, we are lost in
admiration at finding so little of politics intermingled with their address, re-
solutions, and reports. . . . Frequently do we meet with allusions to
deeds of charity, and acts of love and kindness performed by Masons of one
section towards brothers of the other— of feats of moral heroism, more sub-
limie and infinitely more honorable, than any laurels gained on the bloody field
of death and destruction.

¢ Much did the gentle genius of Masonry do to soften the asperities of the
war. The record of its acts are, for the most part, unwritten history, and
will never be read until that day when the sccrets of all hearts shall be re-
vealed, and when in the mansions of the blessed, the brother whose dying
hours were soothed, or whose wounds were bound up and healed, shall re-
cognize the brother who thus administered to his necessities, and shall make
him known and intreduce him to the assembled Grand Lodge above. All hail,
beloved Masonry! We rejoice to be able to proclaim the truth, that thou art,
to day, more prosperous than ever before, and that thy destiny is grandly
and triumphantly being fulfilled, as the hand-maiden of religion, in bestowing
¢ peace on earth, good will towards men!’" R.W. W. D. Blocher is Grand

Secretary.
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CaL1roRrNIA. — The Grand Lodge of this flourishing State, held its seven-
teenth annual communication at San Francisco. One hundred and twenty-six,
out of one hundred and seventy-six chartered Lodges, were represented on
the occasion.

The M.W. Grand Master says general prosperity hasbeen vouchsafed to the
craft as citizens and Masons, for which they should be grateful to the Supreme
Grand Master. He exhorts that they do not let their charities slumber, in view
of the privations and sufferings caused by war, pestilence, and famine, in our
own country or abroad. He proposes that the ¢ Masonic Board of Relief” of
San Francisco, should be aided from the Treasury of the Grand Lodge, which
proposition we think very proper to be adopted and carried out, as that worthy
accessory to the Grand Lodge bas already expended fifty-three thousand
dollars to the several Lodges of the city, in their works of charity. Over one
fourth of which amount was for brethren residing out of the city or strangers;
and this large sum is independent of what the Lodges have expended for the
same purpose, in behalf of the sick and needy of their own membership, and
the widows and orphans of Masons. The aggregate membership in that juris-
diction was seven thousand and twenty. G. B. Claiborne, is M.W. Grand
Master. R.W. A. G. Abell, Grand Secretary. Grand Secretary's Office, San
Francisco, Cal.

ConnecticuT. —M.W. E. 8. Quintard, says in the address before us,
*Masonry has ever been the encourager and promoter of peace; always
striving to promote harmony and union among men. Its teachings have ever
been to unite in one common bond of benevolence and love, yielding only to
that stern necessity which calls us to defend our national honor. Those of our
brethren who have differed with us, let us not condemn, but throw the mantle
of charity over their foibles and failings, and bury in the grave all remem-
brance of the past, ever remembering that indiscretion in them should not
destroy humanity in us.” This we regard as timely and wholesome advice.

There are eighty-one Lodges in this State, all apparently in a prosperous
condition, and every one represented. The number of members, 9,989. R.W.
John W. Paul is Grand Secretary.

KexTucky. — M.W. M. J. Williams, Gr. Master, in his address, says:
¢ Sixty-six years ago a feeble band of brothers organized the Grand Lodge of
Kentucky, the Pioneer Grand Lodge of the West. The seed then sowed, like
a grain of mustard seed, was small indeed ; but time, the beneficent principles
of the Craft, and above all, the favor of our Supreme Grand Master, have
caused it to flourish, until it has spread out like a mighty tree, under whose
pleasant shades thousands of our brethren delight to dwell.

. . . *“The past year has been one of great activity among the Craft, not
only in this, but in other masonic jurisdictions. In this State many of the
old altars that had been thrown down, and for years lay scattered and in ruins,
during the commotions occasioned by the unhappy war which lately raged so
fiercely, in which our State was so frequently the battle-ground of contending
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armies, since peace has extended her wings over us, have been rebuilt, and
the fires that had been so long extinguished, have been rekindled, and are
burning again, even more brightly than before. Denied so long the privilege
of meeting together for the observance of their ancient rites, with renewed
ardor our brethren have erected new altars, dedicated to the practice of
universal benevolence."

Thirty dispensations for new Lodges had been granted during the year,
which looks as-though *‘ the brethren were erecting new altars.”

MixNESOTA. — Gr. Master Geo. W. Prescott, thus speaks of the condition
of the Fraternity : * Nothing has occurred to mar the peace and harmony
of the Lodges; increased interest is evidenced to become not only proficient
in the work and lectures, conversant with the jurisdiction of the Order, but
well versed in its symbolism, traditions, and history."”

Where such interest prevails, under the direction of a wise leader, as we
know Br. Prescott to be, there will be growth in masonic knowledge and
virtaes, zeal in the cause of the Order, and the craftsmen will enjoy peace and

prosperity.

NeBRasEA. — Our last report from this distant Grand Lodge, represents
the Order steadily increasing; and what is gratifying is that ¢ among the
initiates are some of the best men in that whole region, such as we always
welcome, and such, too, as we doubt not, give and receive honor by association
with us.”

SourHE CAROLINA. — During the several years of the late war, the Lodges
of Charleston City and the Grand Lodge, kept up their organization, and their
meetings were, under the condition of things, well attended.

Rev. Br. John H, Honow, the excellent Grand Treasurer, of over twenty
years’ standing, declined a re-election in 1862. We knew him well, as a faith-
ful and zealous officer in Lodge, Chapter, Encampment, and Supreme Council.

The Masonic Hall, corner of King and Wentworth Streets, was struck by
shells fired from the batteries on Morris Island, though not materially injured,
and the Grand Lodge removeil to another building more distant from the Is-
land, and, as they thought, out of range of the guns, but even this latter hall
was not exempt, for it was subsequently struck twice by shells, and the danger
was so great, that many of the brethren took of themselves dispensations to
dispense with attending the meetings.

Yet, during those years of strife and blood, it is gratifying that the brethren
surrounded the altar, bore up the Ark of the Covenant, and caused many a
brother, and many a widow and orphan, to rejoice in the benevolent and sus-
taining care and comfort of Freemasonry.

Georara. — From the report of the correspondence made at the annual
session of the Grand Lodge, we take the following: ‘‘ During the late war,
the glorious countenance of Masonry has shone upon the battle-field, in the

7
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hospital and prison. Incidents the most affecting, of holy sympathy and
fraternal assistance, appear on this dark page of our country’s history, in
letters of light, There is a truth in Masonry, brethren, and she bas asserted
it by her acts — giving meat to the hungry, drink to the thirsty ; the naked she
has clothed, and those who were sick and in prison, she has visited and
ministered to. Not among friends has this been done, but among those who
by force of circumstances were estranged and were arrayed in deadly conflict —
regardless of this, when the cry of distress was heard, relief was given, even at
the peril of life.”

How many instances of this kind are related by the living officer and soldier,
and yet it may be presumed that not one half is told us; for many on both
sides, very many of those who received a masonic brother's aid, attention, com-
fort and blessing (a brother they only knew in the language of Masonry),
were not permitted to live and tell the tale of masonic ministrations they en-
joyed, and the true brother knew not the name of the suffering, nor boasts of
his attentions, for it was in the language and character of Freemasonry that he
gave the outpouring of a benevolent heart, warmed and enlivened at our altar
of Masonry, for the comfort and relief of a brother. The incidents during the
war, and the constant acts of love, relief and care, in every day life, on the
part of the.fraternity, has overcome all opposition and gained the respect and
good will of the whole community, in so much, that mothers, wives, and
sisters, throughout the land, are inviting and beseeching their sons, husbands,
brothers, and friends, to seek and obtain admission to our altars. Not merely
on account of relief in times of physical danger and suffering is this entreaty
made by females, but also because of the moral and benevolent workings of the
Institution, whereby man is made a brother by choice, and regarded and treated
as such, in prosperity and adversity, in sickness and in health, in suffering and
in joy. It throws around him the arms of protection, it ministers to his wants,
whether of a physical or moral nature, and it teaclies him how to live in ac-
cordancé with the religion of the cross, and it teaches him how to die, and
inspires him with a hope of a final acceptance in the Grand Lodge Supreme,
where the Almighty Architect forever presides, forever reigns.

Missrssiepr. — The forty-ninth annual communication of the Grand Lodge
of Mississippi, was held at the Templars’ Hall, Vicksburg, in January 1867.
George W, Perkins, M.W. Grand Master; D. P. Porter, R.W. Grand Sec-
retary.

The pampblet before us consists of three hundred and forty pages, two
hundred and forty-two of which are filled with the names of Lodges, their
officers and members, and the list of past and present officers of the M.W.
Grand Lodge. It is an interesting volume, and we should like to see each
Grand Lodge in the Union furnish such a table as often, at least, as once in
three yvears.

'The address of M.W. Grand Master Perkins, is congratulatory, comforting,
wise, and encouraging. After speaking of the condition of the people, con-
sequent on the ravages of war, the internal political commotion, and the
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blighted crops, he continues: ¢ At such a time as this, the ancient institution
to which we belong, though taking no part whatever in politics, comes forward
with its kindly and charitable offices, its peaceful teachings and fraternal ten- .
dencies, to pour the oil of comfort and consolation upon the troubled waters,
and to remind all men, both by precept and example, by good words and
works, that they are brothers, and that bitterness and strifc can end only in
universal disaster and ruin. To assuage suffering, by the well-directed hand
of unobtrusive charity, and to preach peace and good will to men by all those
quiet acts of brotherhood and benevolence, which are more eloquent than
words, are among the chief ends and aimns of Masonry, and they come into play
with eminent appropriateness in troublesome times like these.

*¢ Be it ours, my brethren, to further these aims as efficiently as shall be
within our power on this interesting occasion. Never has there been so
pressing a call for the active employment of that universal benevolence as well
as those special charities, which have in all ages been the grand characteristics
of our time-honored Order. Be it ours, here, to put the ball in motion— to
begin the movement which shall result in opening a way out of all our troubles,
And, to come from: generalities down to details, let us begin the work of be-
nevolence and reform among ourselves.”

He calls attention to certainjoffences, saying: ¢* Now brethren, we have good
and wholesome laws against drunkenness, gambling, and profane swearing —
laws which, if faithfully executed, would relieve our Order from much, nay all,
of that reproach which the outside world is so prone to heap upon it ;" and re-
commends that the Grand Lodge will pass a special resolution relative to the
rules against these offences.

In conclusion, the Gr. Master says: . . * It is the duty and privilege of
Masons to move forward as a Brotherhood in their accustomed orbit, with-
out fear, and with a manly resolution to do all that men may do to relieve the
safferings and soften the asperities existing among their fellow-men, and
particularly among brother Masons.

. ¢ Ever bear in mind that your ancient and venerable Order, next to're-
ligion, is the prescriptive peace-maker, the acknowledged comforter and
consoler of mankind in civilized lands, and has been for thousands of years.
Let us, then, gird ourselves right manfully, and with renewed energy and in-
spiration from the altars of ¢ Friendship, Love, and Truth,’ for the great
battle of life; and when we go forth from our deliberations here, let us go
with the determination ‘fixed as fate, immovable as the centre,’ to prove to
the world, by all our words and acts, in season and out of season, that
Freemasonry, properly understood and faithfully practised, is as good and
noble a thing as even its most enthusiastic votaries have proclaimed it to be,
and which its history, through thirty centuries truthfully written, does in no
particular gainsay.”

Gr. Secretary D. P. Porter, presented a valuable report, showing the
number of Lodges chartered, and a vast amount of labor performed at his
office.

A highly interesting report on Foreign Correspondence, was presented by
Br. C. T. Murphy, from the committee to whom that matter was referred.
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In the notice of our own Grand Lodge, the committee gives the principal
items of business, and the whole of the interesting letter of Old Colony
Lodge, of Hingham, to St. Mary's Lodge, at St. Mary's, Georgia, on the oc-
casion of the return of the charter and gavel of St. Mary's Lodge, which had
been ‘* observed and preserved” by a young Mason of this State, who in time
of war, visited a hall that had been used by the Lodge, but had been broken
open and rifled. He discovered these properties and gave them in charge to
Old Colony Lodge, which returned them to St. Mary's Lodge, through our
Grand Lodge, with a true masonic letter, by the committee, consisting of Brs.
Joseph Young, Enos Loring, and Bela Whiton.

There are three hundred and one Lodges in the State, two hundred and
twenty-five had made their annual returns. Initiated within the previous
year, 1,215. Total number of Master Masons, members of Lodges reported,
9,618.

There was a great amount of business done in a harmonious spirit, and after
a session of four days, the Grand Lodge was closed.

P.G. Warden, John I. Lamkin, M.W. Gr. Master; Thos. S. Gathright
R.W. Gr. S. W.; Jas. Watts, R.W. Gr.J. W.; L. M. Lewis, R.W. Gr.
Chaplain; A. P. Barry, R.W. Gr. Treasurer; D. P, Porter, R.W. Gr. Sec.;
F. C. Mercer, R.W, Gr. Sr. Deacon; W.H. Stewart, R.W. Gr. Jr. Deacon;
D. R. Corley, R.W. Gr. Tyler.

The address of G.M. J. T. Lamkin, is Holmesville ; and of Gr. Secretary
D. P. Porter, Jackson, Miss.

GRAND LoDGE OF VERMONT. — The annual communication was held at
Montpelier, on the 9th and 10th of January, 1867. M.W. Grand Master
Leverett B. Englesby, presiding.

An invitation was extended to all Master Masons of this and other Muomc
Jurisdictions to take seats in the Grand Lodge as honorary members, and a large
number attended. The committee on credentials reported, and their report was
adopted.

The M.W. Englesby, Grand Master, delivered his address, After con-
gratulating the Grand Lodge and Brethren, ¢ that heaith and prosperity are
in our jurisdiction ; that no disturbing cause of any kind has occurred to mar
the present greeting ; that pestilence has been averted, and the shadow which
darkeneth at noon-day, has not brooded over us. With other jurisdictions,
barmony and the kindest fraternal relations exist. In our own, peace and
great prosperity prevails. The number of Lodges is being added to; mem-
bership within them multiplies.

1 congratulate you upon all these evidences that the principles of our
Order are steadily progressing in outward manifestations, and trust that they
are no less so, in the hearts of those who profess to be guided by those
principles.

«¢] trust the time is far distant when from your Grand East shall come an
announcement that the practice of those principles is falling from amongst us;
that the pure white banner of our Order is threatened with spot or blemish ; is
in danger of being lowered by enewies that were enlisted for its protection.
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Let every brother consider himself one of the sacred color-guard, solemnly
pledged one to another. that it shall ever float fearless and free, sheltering
under its folds those whose only contention is, * Who shall best work and
best agree;’ who are proud to reckon themselves among those who are patrons
of the liberal arts, to whom virtue and intelligence, brotherhood and kindly
charity, in short, every place of progressive humanity is dear.”

He has constituted eight Lodges during the year, all of which are in a sound
and healthy condition. This is the fifth annual gathering over which Br. En-
glesby has presided.

¢ Masonry is, Labor, Love, Charity. Let us labor, then, with earnest
purpose, with love and charity toward all. The fields of labor lie all about
us, awiting our ploughshares. Let us so cultivate that the product be bright,
golden wheat.”

A letter was received from Br. Phillip C. Tucker, P. Gr. Senr. Warden,
dated Texas, Dec. 25, 1865, acknowledging the receipt of Gr. Master En-
glesby’s address, from which he learned that the Grand Lodge in token of its
‘* veneration for the memory of Phillip Tucker, P.G.M., the father, and the
esteem for the writer, Phillip C. Tucker, P. Gr. Senior Warden, the Gr.
Lodge had been pleased to create the latter an honorary member. He learned
for the first time, also, that the Grand Lodge had erected a monument at his
father's grave, and performed other acts of kinduess to the father's family, at
times when it was impossible for him, the son, to communicate with them ; for
all of which he returns his grateful acknowledgments.”

The next session of the Grand Lodge is to be held on Wednesday, after the
second Tuesday in June, 1868. The reports of committees were received and
acted upon in a masonic spirit. Amendments to the by-laws were made, and
vumerous matters of interest to the Grand Lodge and the Craft were acted
upon.

We find frequent mention made in the proceedings of our lamented Brother
N. A, Haswell, formerly Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Vermont, whose
words and works will ever influence the brethren in the Northern State.

The work and lectures in the three Degrees were exemplified by Brothers
Gamaliel Washburn, Gr. Lecturer, and Joseph K. Edgerton, Dept. Gr. L.

There is a general desire that the Grand Lodge shall have a permanent
location, and a temple in which to erect an altar, around which all can bow in
barmony. The Grand Lodge needs such a temple, and the time has come for
its erection. Brethren you want it ; let it be erected !

The reports of D.D. Gr. Masters, are encouraging, and the tables showing
the condition of Lodges, are instructive and encouraging.

The Grand Lodge transacted a large amount of business, and closed on the
10th inst. The Grand Officers for the carrent year are — M.W. Leverett B.
Englesby, Burlington, Gr. Master; R.W. Geo. M. Hall, Swanton, Dept. Gr.
Master; R.W. R. M. Clarke, Brattleboro’, Gr. Sen. Warden; R.W. B. H.
Dewey, Waterling, Gr. Jr. Warden; R.W. C. W. Woodbridge, Burlington,
Gr. Treasurer; R.W. Heory Clark, Rutland, Gr. Secretary; R.W. Henry
Powers, Morrisville, Gr. Senr. Deacon; W. William H. Johnson, Bellows
Falls, Ge. Jr. Deacon; W. Gabriel Washburn, Grand Lecturer; W. Joseph
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K. Egerton, Assistant Grand Lecturer; W. Danforth Mott, Assistant Grand
Lecturer; W. Rev. Israel Luce, St. Johnsbury, Grand Chaplain; W. Rev.
Edwin Wheelock, Cambridge, Asst. Grand Cbaplain ; W. Pitt W. Hyde, Hyde-
ville, Grand Marshal; W. Geo. L. Deming, Shoreham, Grand Sword-Bearer;
W. Jobn Bacon, 2d, St. Johnsbury, Grand Pursuivant.

VIRGINIA. —The Grand Chapter met in Richmond. M.E. George W.
Dame, G.H.P., in the chair; sixteen subordinates were represented. But
little business is reported as done. Geo. W. Dame was re-elected Gr.H.P.,
and our old friend and brother, Comp. Jobn Dove, Gr. Secretary.

TrNNESSEE. — Grand Chapter met at Nashville. M.E. John E. Frizzell,
G.H.P., presiding. In his address, he says: —

‘* We have cause to congratulate ourselves, that in this sacred retreat we
meet to consult upon the interests of our beloved Order, without encountering
any of the elements of discord and confusion which rage around us; that we
meet here as brethren, earnestly engaged in the promotion of those principles
of morality and virtue, which are the distinguishing characteristics of this in-
stitution ; eschewing partisan politics and denominational differences.

Comp. Charles A. Fuller made the Report on Foreign Correspondence, and
it is an able and finished document. He says: —

It is a matter of gratification to know that during the continuance of the
late horrible strife, Masonry sustained its character as an institution of mercy,
‘of peace and good will,” even in the midst of contending armies, and in
spite of difficulties and dangers, pouring oil upon gaping wounds, and reliev-
ing those in sore distress. Many well attested facts of the benefits bestowed
upon suffering brethren, regardless whether they were friends or foes, have
come to your committee, and would form an interesting chapter in the history
of our institution; and we sincerely trust that some one competent to the
task, may be induced to devote time sufficient to gather up and perpetuate, in
permanent form, these instances of brotherly love and kindness, before the
actors have passed away.”

A good suggestion ; and we are preserving the record of such masonic in-
stances, with the names of the actors, for a future report. A volume may
thus be made, which will be of great interest.

Inprana. — The fiftieth annual communication of the M.W. Grand Lodge
of this State, was held in Masonic Hall. Indianapolis, on Tuesday, May 28,
1867, and the two following days. The M.W. Harvey ;. Hazelrigg, Grand
Master, presiding. In his annual address, M.W. Grand Master says: —

¢ Fifty years ago, the representatives of six chartered Lodges, and three
under dispensation, assembled in the town of Corydon, and resolved to organ-
ize a Grand Lodge.

¢ Of this little band of faithful Craftsmen, all but four have passed the por-
tal where death is tyler, and entered the Grand Lodge where Jehovah alone

presides.
¢ Brothers Jeremiah Sullivan, Stephen C. Steveans, Nicholas D. Grover, and
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John B. Rose, arc permitted still to behold and contemplate the expanded re-
sults of that day’s labor. We honor and venerate them. May the evening of
their days be as glorious and happy as they were full of hope and promise in
their morning. They yet move among us, with the reliance and firmness of
the ‘brave old oak,’ that has resisted the storms and blasts of centuries. As
their sands of life are exbausting, may they enjoy the happy reflection conse-
quent upon a well-spent life ; and, finally lie down to rest in the full hope of a’
glorious immortality.

**Since 1834, our progress has been uninterruptedly onward and upward,
until every city, town, and hamlet, sees and feels the happy influence of a well
directed organization, whose grand aim is to impress upon the minds of its
votaries the important principles of brotherly love, relief, and truth, temper-
ance, fortitude, prudence, and justice, obedience to the laws of God and
man. ... We now number three hundred and thirty-four Lodges under
charter, and twenty-eight under dispensation, with a constituency of almost -
twenty thousand.”

He refers to the proceedings of the Grand Lodges of the United States,
and they encourage him to say, — ** There has, at no period since the first ad-
vent of Masonry upon the American Continent, been a time when such univer-
sal peace, harmony, good will, and fraternity of feeling, existed among the
Craft, as there does at the present time.”

The M.W. Grand Master has been a constant worker; the present being
the twenty-fourth consecutive session that he has met with the Grand l.odge,
during which time ‘“ I have ceased to be Master of a subordinate Lodge.”

The reports of the R. W. Grand Secretary, and the Grand Treasurer, are
concise and able, and show the fraternity in that State to be emineatly vigor-
ous and prospering.

... *“At our last annual communication, charters were granted for
nineteen new Lodges, all of which were regularly constituted.”

** Since that communication, dispensations have been granted for the forma-
tion of twenty-seven Lodges™; and then, as if aware that Lodges multiplied
altogether too rapidly, the Grand Master says: —

“If there is any remedy to prevent this too rapid increase of Lodges, I
earnestly invoke its application.

. - . *“ At no time since the organization of our Grand Lodge, has that peace
and harmony which should always characterize Masons, been more universal
than at present; scarcely a wave of trouble to disturb our peaceful labors.
Like Gray's virtuous peasant, it keeps the noiseless tenor of its way, and re-
joices in the unsullied happiness of doing good. Its moral standard is becom-
ing more elevated, and better understood every day; and I trust the day is
ot far distant when to say of a man that he is 2 Mason, will be synonymous
with saying that he is a Christian of the pure and undefiled class. Its teach-
ings lead to this. Should not its practice tend the same way ? *

The venerable Brothers Nicholas D. Grover and John B. Rose, who were
members of the Grand Lodge at its organization in 1818, were announced as
present, and they were invited to a seat in the East. The Grand Master in
appropriate terms addressed the ancient brethren; to which Br. Grover re-
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plied in a brief address, surveying his long masonic life, thankful that he had
lived long enough to see Masonry triumph thus gloriously.

Br. Rose also spoke feelingly of his love for the institution. ‘¢ I came here,”
he says, ¢ fifty years ago — before most of you were born, and assisted at the
organization of that which you are here to commemmorate. . . . From that
meeting of five Lodges and twelve members fifty years ago, we now have three
hundred and fifty Lodges. . . . During the fifty years of my masonic life, the
Bible has been my chart, my guide, and companion. It will make any man a
good wason and a good citizen.”

M.W. Thomas Sparrow, Grand Master, and R.W Jobn D. Caldwell,
Grand Secretary, both of Ohio, were present and added to the interest of the
occasion.

M.W. Harvey G. Hazelrigg was re-elected Grand Master, and R.W. Mar-
tin H. Rice, Deputy, R.W. Wm. Hacker, Grand Secretary.

Wednesday, the 29th, was the time selected for the ceremonies of the semi-
centennial anniversary of the organization of the Grand Lodge.

A vast concourse of brethren and citizens assembled at the Grand Masonic
Hall, and after they were called to order by Grand Master Hazelrigg, the ex-
ercises were had, in accordance with the programme adopted at the morning
session.

The R.W. Br. Hou. Richard W. Thompson delivered an eloquent, inter-
esting, and logical address, and the assembly adjourned.

On looking over the address of Br. Thompson, we are gratified with its
historical gleanings, and its force and power. The learned brother elaborated -
the subject in a very able manner.

AraBama.— The fortieth convocation of this Grand Chapter was held at
Montgomery, in 1866, Comp. Peleg Brown, as Gr. H.P. Forty-eight chap-
ters were represented. The address of the Gr. H.P. did not reach the Grand
Chapter in time for action to be had upon it.

Comp. George D. Morris was elected Gr. H. Priest, and Comp. Daniel
Sayre re-elected Gr. Secretary.

CaLmForNIA.— The thirteenth annual convocation of the Grand Chapter
was held at San Francisco, Oct. 15, 1866. M.E. John Kirkpatrick in the chair.
Thirty Chapters were represented. The business was mostly of a local nature.
Charles Marsh was elected M.E. Gr. H. Priest, and R.E. Lawrence C. Owen,
re-elected Gr. Secretary.

Arkansas.—The seventeenth annual convocation of this Grand Chap-
ter was held Nov. 1, 1866. Seventeen Chapters were represented. M.E.
Luke E. Barber, presided.

A good report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by Comp. 8. W.
Williams, who says, ¢ for five long, weary years of watching, we have had no
light from the East, or tidings from the West.”

Comp. W. D. Blocher, Gr. Secretary.
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TuraNoms. — Grand Chapter met at Chicago, in annual session. M.E.
Loyal L. Munn, G.H.P.,presiding. The very name of the Gr. H.P., denotes
that this is & ** Loyal " body. It cannot see how Indiana could lawfully secede
from the Grand Chapter of the United States ; put in any shape, it is secession,
nothing less, and that too, in the face of well known obligations.”

As the committee hoped, the Grand Chapter of Indiana has rescinded * its
illegal action,” and returned to its allegiance to the Gen. Gr. Chapter.

M.E. Orlin H. Mioer was elected Gr. H. Priest, and our very excellent Br.
and Comp. Reynolds was re-elected Gr. Secretary.

Om10.— The thirty-eighth annual communication of the Grand Council of
Royal and Select Masters of Ohio, was held on the 10th, 11th, and 12th of
October, 1867. Comp. Wm. M. Cuoningham, presiding. There was a full
attendance of Officers, P.G. Officers, and representatives.

The Gr. Master, says: —

** Companions, I congratulate you upon the present condition of Cryptic
Masoury within our borders. . . . Never since the organization of this Grand
Council, has its prosperity been so continuous and uninterrupted as during
the past twelve months; and if harmony continues to prevail, no dissension
permitted to arise among our companions or subordinate Councils, this state
of prosperity will undoubtedly continue. It, therefore, behooves us to con-
tinually set a watch at the door of our lips, and to see that none but the wor-
thy are permitted to pass the ¢ Circle of Perfection.’”

Nine dispensations for new Councils have been granted.

Comp. J. Moody Smith, in behalf of the Regular Royal and Select Mas-
ters, residing at Washington, D.C., addressed this council, inquiring, ‘“ as to
best method of procedure for having the Council Degrees conferred in a
legitimate manuer, by regular Councils within that jurisdiction.” He also in-
forms us that ** the newly established Grand Chapter of the District of Colum-
bia, proposed no jurisdiction over the Degrees of Royal and Select Masters.”

The Puissant Gr. Master answered as follows : —

¢ Upon the recognition of the Grand Chapter of the District, by other
Grand Chapters, their application for a dispensation for a Council at Wash-
ington, signed by a constitutional number of companigns, and accompanied
with the regular dispensation fee, would meet with prompt response from this
jurisdiction.”

Mississippr.— In his address, the M.E. Comp. George T. Stainback, Gr.
H.P., remarked, — *‘The terrible war just closed, has left the land full of
widows and orphans. Those to whom they formerly looked for support now
sleep in their bloody graves, and the eyes of their surviving ones are turned
to you. Shall they look in vain? O, no, they will not! To see that they are
fed, clothed, and educated, you will esteem, I am confident, your duty as well
as inestimable privilege.

*¢1 urge you, companions, and through you, the subordinate Chapters, to the
discharge of this godlike mission by the remembrance of that munificence of

8
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our noble Order which has so often contributed to the relief of the hungry,
the naked, and the homeless ; by that charity which forms the brighest jewel in
our Order's diadem, and which, from its immortal character, will beam res-
plendent rays through all eternity.

*¢ Lastly, by the memory of our fallen companions, whose spirits, I trust,
have ascended that mystic ladder which leadeth to the Chapter above, I con-
jure you to take care of their widows and orphans. To these we owe true
friendship, love serene, each home-felt joy life inherits here.”

The nineteeth annual convocation was beld at Jackson. Fifty-five Chapters
were represented. Total number of members, three thousand one hundred
and seventy. The M.E. William S. Patten, made a report from which we
take the following: —

*“ There is an inexpressible charm in the word Companion or Brother, that
dispels all formality where hand humedly meets hand, while the warm hearts
respond as though it was but the renewing of acquaintance of former days.
It is the vitalizing principle that renders it so desirable to meet in Grand
Council, to pledge ourselves for the proper discharge of all obligations.

*“ May these our principles continue to stand forth in bold relief, to guide the
weary sojourner in the celestial road to the temple of happiness.”

W. D. Ferris was elected M.E. Gr. H. Priest, and Oscar T. Keeler was re-
elected Gr. Secretary.

LouisiaNa. — At the annual meeting of the Grand Chapter, Comp. Henry
R. Swasey, M.E.G.H.P., presided, and in his address, said, ** Let us endeavor
80 to conduct the deliberations of this Grand Body, that it may be remem-
bered, and referred to as an example for the conduct of its constituents and
its members. Let us discard all party or sectional spirit. There can be, in
this place, but one party, the self-sacrificing, enthusiastic Mason, who regards
the prosperity of the Order paramount to all personal and selfish considera-
tions; and I conjure you, companions, to watch and guard against party spirit.
It is good to be zealous in the holy cause of charity.” Eight chapters were
represented. Comp. J. Q. A. Fellows’ report on Foreign Correspondence.

- M.E. Henry Regenburg was elected G.H.P., and M.E. Samuel M. Todd
was re-elected Gr. Secretary.

InD1ANA. — The twenty-second annual communication of the Grand R. A.
Chapter of this State, wasbeld at Indianapolis, May 22d and 23d, A.D. 1867,
A.-.I.-.2897. M.E. Thomas Newby, Gr. H.P., presiding. Sixty-six Chapters
were represented.

The M.E. Gr. High Priest, delivered an able and interesting address, in
which, after a grateful acknowledgement of the Divine protection and bles-
sing, he says: ** We rejoice to herald not only the return of peace, but also
the return of healthy and vigorous capitular life everywhere in the South.”

He bas granted dispensations for six Chapters. He recommends that the

‘Gr. Chapter recede from its action at the last session, whereby it seceded from
the Grand Chapter of the United States. He says, ** that action of our Grand



PROCEEDINGS OF GRAND LODGES, ETOC. 59

Body is not approved by all her subordinates, and I find some of our leading
and influential companions are not willing to submit to the taint cast upon our
heretofore good and loyal standing among the entire Craft of the world.”

The committee on the address reported the following, which was adopted,
viz : ** Resolved, That the action and proceedings of this Grand Chapter in sece-
ding from the Grand Chapter of the United States be, and is hereby repealed.”
So the Gr. Chapter of Indiana, has placed itself right under the Gr. Chapter of
the United States.

¢« In conclusion,” the M.E Gr. H. Priest says, ** As Symbolic Masonry has
its duties and lessons, so has Capitular Freemasonry its peculiar duties, theo-
ries, and instructions. They commence with the serious, and close with the
joy of the chosen people; symbolizing life, death, resurrection, teaching res-
traint, and pointing to the haven from whlch we should go, cleansed from
moral deformity.”

The business of the session was performed in a masonic spirit. The officers
were elected as follows, viz: —

Thomas Newby, Grand High Priest; Rees. J. Chestnutwood, Dept. Gr.
H.P.; Hugh Hanna, Grand King; George V. Howk, Grand Scribe; Charles
Fisher, Grand Treasurer; William Hacker, Grand Secretary; John Leach,
Grand Chaplain.

Inp1aNa CouxciL of High Priests met on the 31st May, 1867 ; William
Hacker, presiding. There were present a large number of High Priests from
different parts of the jurisdiction. Sir William Hacker, President, presen-
ted each member present, with a copy of ‘“‘A Monitorial Ritual of the Order
of High Priesthood,” neatly bound, and the following resolution was
adopted : —

Resolved, ** That the text-book of the Order of High Priesthood, presented
to the members of this Council, by our Most Excellent President, be, and the
same is hereby adopted, as the official text-book for this Grand Council.

The following officers were elected : —

Comp. William Hacker, President; Comp. Thomas Pattison, Vice Presi-
dent; Comp Caleb Schmidlapp, Chaplain; Comp. Hugh Hanna, Treasurer;
Comp H. G. Hazelrigg, Recorder; Comp. Eden H. Da%s, Master of Cere-
monies ; Comp. Thomas Newby, Conductor Comp. Henry L. Beale, Her-
ald; Comp. Rees. J. Chestnutwood, Steward.

BostoN GranD Lopge oF PerrecTION. — This Lodge will meet
for work at the Masonic Temple on Thursday evening next, Dee. 5,
at 7 o’clock.
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A NEW SO-CALLED DICTIONARY OF FREEMASONRY.

W2 learn from our intelligent cotemporary, ** The Keystone," that the ¢ Amer-
ican Cagliostro,” Rob Morris, has published a so-called ** Dictionary of Free-
masonty.” To the end of the alleged author’s name, is appended the
post-fix of LL.D., a title which he conferred on himself, as President of the
Masonic College at La Grange, Kentucky, (imitating the great Napoleon,
who placed the crown on his own head) ; and which distinction of LL.D., he
sent broadcast throughout the United States, merely asking in return the fee
of $10 from those who were selected by him to be the recipients of such
honorary (?) distinction. '

We are much pleased to find that the Editor of ¢ The Keystone,” — whose
paper is ever welcome, —has fathomed this new emanation from the pen of
the ** American Cagliostro,” and, we, therefore, the more readily transfer it to
our columns, especially as he pifches in to that great humbug, ‘* Adoptive
Masonry.”

¢ The Keystone™ says: * The work is very handsome in its appearance,
and will prove very interesting and valuable to the masonic student. On its
title-page we note that it comprises ‘all topics proper for public explana-
tion,” &c. And in the preface, in noticing the plan on which the work is
prepared, in paragraph third, it reads:—

¢ To avoid, with that sensitiveness which grows out of solemn obligations,
all headings and definitions that would expose the Masonic Esotery.’

‘ We think that the author must have written the title-page and preface
before he wrote the bogk, for we notice many things that should not be written
or printed. We will not particularize. We also question very much the in-
troduction into a work, professing to be a Masonic Dictionary, of the so-called
*Adoptive or Ladies’ Masonry.” This is not Masonry, nor has it anything to
do with Masonry. Freemasonry needs none of these so-called female degrees
to ‘ win to the advocacy of Masonry, the virtuous, intelligent, and influential
lady members of oyy families.” True Masonry stands on its own foundations,
needs no propping up. The author himself does not exactly know how to termn
this Adoptive Masonry, for in parenthesis he entitles it ¢ Unsystematized
Masonry.” Why not give us pure Masonry alone, and then if there is light
wanted on ‘ the other,’ give us a book on the Adoptive.

*“That is exactly, what is the matter. Why not *give us a book on the
Adoptive.”” — N. Y. Courier.

No intelligent Freemason can be a proscriptive bigot, either in religion or
politics. The lessons of universal brotherhood, taught in the lodges, impress
him with the conviction that forbearance, forgiveness, liberty and charity are
indispensable to the maintenance of catholic brotherkood.
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THE GRAND LODGE OF MISSOURI.

THis body held ite annual communication for the present year, at St.
Louis, on the 14th of October last. Charters were ordered to be issued
to forty-three new Lodges, and five were restored to old ones. Thir-
teen dispensations were also issued. This should be evidence of great
prosperity, and we trust, is so. The whole number of Lodges in the
State is two hundred and fifty, with a membership of twelve thousand
five hundred. — One hundred and six Lodges were represented, and a
large amount of business was transacted.

The question which elicited the most interest, was that relative to the meet-
ing of the Lodges. After a debate of about one day, the following section,
83 of By-Laws, viz.: ‘*No Lodge shall be opened for the transaction of any
business, unless there be present at least seven Master Masons, nor shall a bal-
lot or vote be taken upon any subject whatever unless there be present seven
members of the Lodge,” was explained by the following resolution, submitted
by Bro. S. H. Saunders, P.G.M.: —

Resolved, That it is the order of this Grand Lodge, that a Lodge of En-
tered Apprentices and Fellow-Crafts are Master Masons at work on those de-
grees; and as the Grand Lodge bas decided that a Lodge cannot meet and
open with a smaller number than seven Master Masons and members of the
Lodge, this definition of a Lodge empowers any Lodge, when seven Master
Masons are present, to open on the Entered Apprentice or Fellow-Craft de-
grees, and close upon those degrees, without opening on the Third degree.

This resolution was ordered to be sent to all Lodges in the jurisdiction by
circular letter, in advance of the published proceedings.

Bro. D. N. Burgoyne was restored to good Masonic standing by the
Grand Lodge.

M.W. William E. Dunscomb of Jefferson City, was elected G.M.
and Geo. F. Gouley of St. Louis, G. Secretary.

TBe GRAND CHAPTER of the State held its annual session at the
same place, on the 9th of October. The annual address was delivered
by Comp. Martin Collins, D.G.H.P., and is spoken of as an excellent
paper, Comp. Collins was subsequently elected G.H.P., and G.F.
Gouley, G. Secretary. Six new charters were granted and several dis-
pensations ordered.

THE GRAND COMMANDERY met op the 7th, and was presided over
by Sir G. ¥. Gouley, G.C. There seems not to have been any special
business before the body, except the appointment of a committee to
make arrangements for the reception of the Grand Encampment of
the United States in September next.
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A CURIOUS INCIDENT.

In the ¢ Explorations in Australia,” by I. M. Stuart, published in
London, in 1864, we find the following rather singular fact, p. 218.
The author, in the centre of this country ¢ never before explored,”
in speaking of his travelling suite, three of the aborigines, says: —

¢ One was an old man, and seemed to be the father of the two fine young
men. He was very talkative, but I could make nothing of him. I have en-
deavored by signs, to get information from him as to where the next wa'er is,
but we cannot understand each other. After some time, and having conferred
with his two sons, he turned round, and surprised me by giving me one of the
masonic signs. I looked at him steadily ; he repeated it, and so did his two
sons. I then returned it, which seemed to please :hem very much, the old
man patting me on the shoulder, and stroking down my beard. Tley then
took their departure, making friendly signs until they were out of sight.”

THE WITNESSES FOR MASONRY.

MasonNRY, like every other social organization, must appeal for a vindication
of its claims to the testimony and character of its members and friends. As
an Institution existing in and organized for the benefit of society, it must be
measured by human standards, and its claims tested by the application of the
same laws that we apply to other Institutions claiming the confidence, and
demanding the respect of men.

The evidence upon which Masonry proposes to rest its claims to be regarded
as 2 moral and benevolent association laboring for the elevation of society,
must be tested by the application of the same rules and principles as are applied
to other evidence. We do not, as Masons, shrink from the most rigid scrutiny
nor shun the most thorough and sifting investigation. Who are our witnesses,
and wbat is their testimony ? .

The witnesses for Masonry belong to two classes ; ¢.e., the members of our
Lodges, and the friends of the Institution who have been close observers of
s practical working in society. The Masons themselves are certainly com-
petent witnesses, for they have had every opportunity to make themselves
acquainted with the teaching, theory, principles, and practice of Masonry.
They know it as presented in the Lodge-room, as taught in the degrees, and as
illustrated in its benevolent operations in society. They all testify to the purity
of its moral teaching and to the benevolence of its aims and purpeses.

Who are these menP’ Are not their honesty, integrity and veracity un-
impeached and unimpeachable? Do we not reccive their testimony on all
otber subjects and in reference to all other interests? Do we not everywhere
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give decisions on just such evidence, involving, annually, thousands of lives and
millions of property? How then can we reject it when offered in vindication of
the claims of the Masonic Institution, to morality and benevolence ?

To do this would be practically to reject all human testimony as affording
reliable evidence, on any subject, or in regard to any interest.

What is the testimony of the friends of the Institution, who ground theu-
opinion of Masonry upon a careful observation of its practical workings?
They universally regard it as an organization that has done and is still doing a
great deal for the moral elevation of society, and the alleviation of the suffer-
ing sorrow and want that affects humanity. — Square and Compass.

OBITUARY.

'REV. AND W. BR. GEORGE M. CHEVERS.

PORTSMOUTH, R. L., Nov. 6. 1867,

WHEREAS, on the 813t day of October last, it pleased the Grand Artificer of the
Universe, who shapes our destinies, to take from us our esteemed Reverend and
W. Bro. P.M. George W. Chevers, Chaplain of this Lodge, it is, —

Resolved, By Eureka Lodge, in Regulir Communication, Tuesday Evening,
Nov. 5, A.L. 5867, that in the death W. Bro. Chevers, we recognize the work of
the Divine Artist, and reverently bow before his will, that the Order of Masonry
has lost a true friend, and this Lodge a firm supporter.

Resolved, That as a mark of respect for the deceased brother, we will wear the
badge of mourning on the left arm for thirty days.

Resolved, That we extend the sympathies of this Lodge to the family and friends
who have been thus heavily afflicted, and that the Secretary is hereby instructed to
forward a copy of these resolutions to the family of the deceased brother, signed by
W.M. and Secretary, and also to the “ Freemasons’ Magazine "’ for publication.

E. F. AxTHONY, Secretary.

EXPULSION.

GeAND SECRETARY’S OFrice,
BALTIMORE, September 28, 1867.
At a meeting of Doric Lodge, No. 124, held on the 26th inst., Wm. H.
Richardson and John B. Rose, Proprietors and Publishers of the ‘* Masonic.
.Review and Keystone,” were expelled from all the righta and benefits of Ma-
sonry, for gross uomasonic conduct in publishing and endorsing an article in
Vol. ii. No. 21, of said paper, entitled ** Walks and Talks about the Temple,
or the Veil Uplifted ;™ grossly false and defamatory of the character of the
Grand Lodge, Grand Master, Building Committee of the New Masonic Tem-
ple, and Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Maryland.
Jacos H. MEpaIry,

Grand Becretary Grand Lodge of Maryland.
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MASONIC JEWELRY.

GUILD & DELANO,

No. 2 Winter Street, Boston.

Masonic Jewels for Lodges, Chapters, and Encampments ; also for Past ('fficers ;
and all Jewels used in the different orders of Masonry, made to order. M :mbers’
Badges, Consistory Rings, and Masonic Jewelry of all kinds, kept on hand (r made

to order.

Designs and Estimates furnished by mail  Orders from all parts of the United

States or the Provinces will receive prompt attention.
Jan. 1, 1868. 1y




T. C. SAVORY,
BANNER AND DECORATIVE PAINTER,

No. 13 Tremont Row, Boston.

Lodge, Chapter, and Encampment Painting executed at short notice.
Jan. 1, 1865.

MASONIC FURNISHING STORE.

SASHES, APRONS, COLLARS, JEWELS, SWORDS, GAUNTLETS,
BELTS, GLOVES, CHAPEAUX, CAPS, CHARTS, DIPLOMAS.
ALSO,

MASONIC BOOKS, WORKING TOOLS,

And all the variety of Clothing for Encampments, Councils, Chapters, and Lodges,
constantly on hand, or made to order.

BANNERS made to order, and painted in the neatest and best style.

POLLARD & LEIGHTON,

No. 6 Court Street, Boston, Mass.
Jan. 1, 1867.

Deafness, Catarrh, Consumption,
and Cancer Cured.

A ‘Treatise on Deafness, Catarrh, Consumption and Cancer; their causes,
means of speedy relief, hnd ultimate cure. By a Pupil of the Academy of Medicine,
Paris. Sent to any address for 10 cents.

Letter from Robt. McMurdy, D.D., LL.D., Grand Prelate of Grand Encamp-
ment of U. S., and Editor of the “ National Freemason.”

New York, Sept. 17, 1867. — Dr. STiLweLL was in charge of Grace Church -
Hospital, Alexandria, Va., during the war. I frequently, almost daily, for months,
visited this Hospital, and had every means of knowing his reputation for EFFICIENCY
and sx1LL. It was of the most creditable character, and his success in the treatment
of patients was remarkable. — Rost. McMuRrpY.

OCRGANIE VIBRATORS.

It fits into the ear, is not perceptible, removes singing noises in the heud, and enables
deaf persons to hear distinctly at church and public assemblies. This instrument
will often produce results almost miraculous, and indeed in most case of long stand-
ing deafness, it will relieve in a short time. It may be adjusted with the ease of
spectacles.

Dr. STiLwELL will be &)rofessiona.lly at 81 East Washington Place, University
Buildings, N. Y., Daily, 10 to 4, except Tuesdays, when he will be at his rooms
1032 Pine Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Dec. 1,1867. 1y.




THE

NEW TRESTLE-BOARD,

.

FOR THE UBE OF

LODGES, CHAPTERS, COUNCILS, AND ENCAMPMENTS.

By CHARLES W. MOORE,

EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE.

TaE above is the most popular Masonic Manual ever published in America, and
is more extensively used, both in this country and Europe, than any similar work
in existence. It has received the approval and recommendation of nearly every
Grand Lodge and most distinguished Masons in the United States. It gives in sys-
tematic arrangement, and in a clear and comprehensive manner, all the aid that such
a Manual can properly give, in the work of all the degrees of the Lodge, Chapter,
Council, and Encampment; together with full Installation Services for each grade ;
he ceremonies for all public occasions; and the various forms of petitions, &c., re-
quired in Masonic proceedings. Its extensive use has contributed more the last ten
years to produce uniformity of work and ceremonies among the Lodges, and other
bodies throughout the country, than could have been effected by any other means.

The work is beautifully illustrated with plates, and is sold at $14 a dozen, $1.40
single copy. Orders addressed to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge, No. 10
Summer street, Boston, willlreceive prompt attention ; or it may be had through any
of the principal Booksellers.

The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of California recommended, in his ad-
dress before that body in May last as a Text-book, the “New Masonic Trestle-
Board,” remarking, “I will not go so far as to say that it has no equal, but I feel no
hesitation in recording my belief that is has never had a superior.”

RECOMMENDATION.

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of M husetta recom d the * TRESTLE-BOARD ”?
as a work embodying all the essentials of a Manual of Ancient Craft Masonry; and in pre.
ference to all other similar works, it especially sanctions to the subordinate Lodges under
its’jurisdiotion the use of this most excellent compend of the principles and ceremonies of
the Order.




W. TOUSSAINT & CO.

DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF

RICA A0S 22430 FORMTIRE,

526 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON.

For a specimen of their work they respectfully refer to the rich furniture, con-
sisting of Chairs, Settees, Desks, &c., in the Sutton (Corinthian) Hall of the New
Masonic Temple in this city, all of which were designed and made by our firm.

Particular attention given to the manufacture of Masonic Furniture of every
description.

- Dec. 1, 1867. 1y.

S. A. STETSON & CO.,
GAS FITTERS,

DEALERS IN GAS AND COAL OIL FIXTURES, LAMPS, ETC.
ORNAMENTAL BRONZES IN GREAT VARIETY.

Particular attention given to furnishing Masonic Halls with Fixtures and
Emblematic Shades. Also, Masonic Candlesticks.

Boston, Jan. 1, 1885. No. 352 Washington Street.

C. W. ROETH,

PRACTICAL UPHOLSTERER
AND DECORATOR,

ELEGANT FURNITURE, DRAPERIES, CURTAINS, &e.,

Rooms, No. 554 Washington Street,

ODPD FELLOWS' BUILDING, UP ONEB FLIGHT, BOSTON.



LOCKWOOD & LUMB,

PLUMBIRS
(Vi &) 3 3

(ESTABLISHED IN 1848,)

48 School Street, directly opposite New City Hall.

BOSTON.

Substantial Plumbing of every description done in any part of the United

States and Provinces.
- Plumbing material supplied to the trade at market rates..

Nov. 1, 1867.
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S. D. & H W. SMITH'S
AMERICAN ORGANS.

For sweetness, expression, and volume of tone, the most perfect and beautiful
instrument in the world, for public or private use. Finished with from two to
twelve Stops. Prices from 3100 to $500. For illustrated Catalogues address

S. D. & H. W. SMITH,
March 1, 1865. Tremont, off Waltham Street, Boston, Mass.

C. W. MOORE’S
Pocket Trestle-board and Digest of Masonic Law.

For the Use of Lodges and Learners.

Appended to, and making a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and com-
prehensive DicesT or Tne Laws or THe LopGE, which, it is believed, will be
found to be of great practical value, not only to the officers, but to the individual
members of the Lodge who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if placed
in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted that his
ability for usefulness would be thereby materially increased.

The work is neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) form. The price is 756 cents
a single copy, or 88 a dozen.

It is believed that at the above prices, and in view of the amount of matter
given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one ot
the most reliable Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Fraternity.

Sept. 1, 1865.
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though it seemed to raise hilarity in all around me, never failed to
bring a train of pensive imagery into my fancy. Yet, I then scarce
conceived what it meant, or thought of it as a reckoning that concerned
me. Not childhood alone, but the young man till thirty, never feels
practically that he is mortal.”

In all the writings of Lamb, it would be difficult to find a passage
more full of truth and pathos than the above. Tennyson takes np the
thounght, and continues it in the following beautiful strain : —

““ Ring out wild bells to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light;
The year is dying in the night ;

Ring out wild bells, and let him die.

“Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow :
The year is going, let him go;

Ring out the false, ring in the true.

“Ring out the grief that saps the mind,
For those that here we see no more ;
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,

Ring in redress to all mankind.

“Ring out a slowly dying cause,
And ancient forms of party strife ;
Ring in the nobler modes of life,
With sweeter manners, purer laws.

“Ring out the want, the care, the sin,
The faithless coldness of the times;
Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes,
But ring the fuller minstrel in.

-“Ring out false pride in place and blood,
The civic slander and the spite ;
Ring in the love of truth and right,

Ring in the common love of good.

“Ring out old shapes of foul disease ;
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the thousand wars of old,

Ring in the thousand years of peace.

“Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand ;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.”
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It has been a question, agitated by divines, whether it be proper to
appoint or keep any holy-days, the Sabbath excepted. The advocates
for such days, contend that they have a tendency to impress the minds
of the people with a greater sense of religion, that if the acquisitions
and victories of men be celebrated with the highest joy, how much
more those events which relate to the salvation of men, such as the
birth, death, and resurrection of Christ, &. On the other side, it is
contended that their observance is bringing us again into that bondage
to ceremonial laws, from which Christ freed us,and that such days,
upon the whole, are more pernicious than useful to society. Whatever
may be the merits of this controversy, it is not & matter of surprise
that an event so important and so affecting as the birth-day of the Som
of God, should be regarded by Christians as deserving of devout and
Joyful celebration ; and, it is with peculiar satisfaction we notice that
our Encampments of Knights Templars, Chapters of Rose Croix, and
other Orders of Christian Masonry, are, in common with the commu-
nity at large, more generally celebrating this interesting festival than
bas heretofore been customary with them. The setting apart of the
birth-day of the Saviour by the Encampments is not only consistent
with the sublime principles they inculcate in their ceremonies, but is a
beautiful manifestation of their belief in the truth of them, and of their
love and reverence for the memory of Him whom they regard as their
Great Leader. ) :

According to Buck, the first footsteps we find of the observance of
this day, are in the second century, about the time of the Emperor
Commodus. The Decretal Epistles, indeed, carry it up a little higher,
and say that Telesphorus, who lived in the reign of Antonius Pius,
ordered divine service to be celebrated, and an angelic hymn to be
sung the night before the nativity of our Saviour. That it was kept
before the time of Constantine, we have a melancholy proof; for,
whilst the persecution raged under Dioclesian, who then kept his
court at Nicomedia, that tyrant, among other acts of cruelty, finding
multitudes of Christians assembled together to celebrate Christ’s
nativity, commanded the church doors, where they were met, to be shut,
and fire to be put to it, which soon reduced them and the church to
ashes. We are told by other writers on the subject, that in the earliest
times of Christianity, the church was accustomed to set .apart a day
for the special commemoration of the birth of the Saviour. For a
time, no particular day was universally observed ; but the churches in

different countries, celebrated the nativity at such seasons as best
suited their convenience, or best accorded with their views of propriety.
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It was not until about the close of the fifth century, that the 25th of
December was agreed upon as the day to be thenceforward observed as
the festival, in memory of the birth of Christ. From that time, the
day now known to us as Christmas Day, was observed, with great de-
votion and sublimity, by all Christian people, until the period of the
Reformation, when it began, for the first time, to be disregarded by
some. The day is still observed and reverenced by the vast majority
of Christians; and is annually celebrated with a variety of suitable
religious services, and with many appropriate practices. Among
these, observes an intelligent anonymous writer, there is scarcely any
more striking, or more significant, than the custom of decorating the
churches with evergreen — appropriate emblem of the perpetuity
and unfailing glory of the spiritual dominion of that illustrious king,
whose nativity is celebrated. It was a tradition among the ancient
Jews, that the promised Messiah would make his entrance into the
world, at the season when nature wears the aspect of dreariness, and
no traces of vegetable life are to be seen, except in evergreens. They
-derived this impression from the passage in the Prophet: ‘¢ The glory
of Lebanon” (the cedar, which flourished so luxuriantly upon the
heights of Libanus,) *shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine
tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary.” ——
Isamam, Ix. 18.

And they looked. upon evergreens as emblems of the times of the
Messiah, when they believed all plants and trees would be perennial ;
and the earth be blessed with perpetnal fruitfulness and verdure.
Traces of this beautiful idea are to be found in some of the write
ings of even heathen authors. And it is very distinctly expressed in
Virgil's splendid Pastoral, called Pollio. Describing the happy effects
of the birth of the illustrious child whom he predicted, he says, —

¢ At tibi prima, puer, mullo munuscula cultu,
Errantes hederas passim cum bachcare tellus,
Mixtaque ridenti colocassia fundet acantho.”
Buc. EcL. iv. L. 182.

“ Unbidden earth shall wreathing ivy bring,
And fragrant herbe (the promises of spring),
As her first offerings to her infant king."”

And, again in the same poem, —

 Molli paullatim flavescet compus arista,
Incultisque rubens pendebit sentibus uva,
Et dure quereus sudabant roscida mella.”
s : - Buo. Ecr.iv. L. 28,
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* Unlabor’d harvest shall the flelds adorn, =
And clustering grapes shall blush on every thorn ;
The knotted oaks shall showers of honey weep.”

From these expectations, associated with the event of the Messiah,
the idea was taken by the primitive Christians of embellishing their
churches at Christmas. But, whatever may bave given rise to the
practice, when the emblem is understood, the custom appears to have a
most beautiful and edifying design.

Again, we wish our readers, all and every one, a ‘ MERRY CHRIST-
A8 AND A Harpy NEW-YEAR.”

IONIC LODGE.

Tais New Lodge, located in the pleasant and thriving city of Taunton,
was constituted with the usual masonic ceremonies, by the M.W.
Grand Lodge, on the 18th December. The ceremonies of constitution
took place in the afternoon; and, in the evening, the officers were
installed, in the ‘presence of about a hundred ladies and brethren. The
Lodge is a select one, and 8o was the company. We have rarely been
present on an occasion so entirely unexceptionable and elegant in all
its appointments. The services were admirably performed by the
Grand Master, and the music was excellent. At the conclusion of
them, the Rev. Br. CrarLEs H. Trrus, placing a rich and costly copy
of the Bible upon the pedestal, addressed the Lodge, as follows : —

Worshipful Master, Wardens, and Brethren of Ionic Lodge.

I am commissioned by the ladies of your Lodge, who grace your assembly
here this evening, to perform the very pleasant and agreeable duty of pre-
senting, in their behalf, this magnificent copy of the HoLy Scriprunes, for
the use of your Lodge.

By this generous gift they would express to you their affectionate interest
in your success and prosperity in conducting the affairs of this new Lodge;
and, at the same time, would thus acknowledge their own grateful apprecia-
tion of this Divine Truth, to which they are indebted for all that cultivates,
refines, ennobles, and elevates, to a true womanhood. For it is the power of
this Truth that has made them the lights of your dwellings, and made your
habitations homes of refinement and affection. It has proved the sure founda-
tion of their faith, the inspiration of their kope, and the sacred fountain of
that charity, which not only beautifies and adorns this life, but extends beyond
the grave, and makes glad the city of God.
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With this book they would therefore illamine your altar, and shed a true
light through all your Lodge-room. And as often as you meet here, for the
labor assigned you here to do, this sacred volume, thus bestowed, will remind
you of their affectionate concern for your moral and religious welfare, and
thus help you to a true and noble life.

The name you have selected as your distinctive title is not only easy of
utterance, pleasant to the ear, and of classic flavor, but is also suggestive of
the nature of the work in which you are here engaged. Ioxics are, or should
be, architects. You are here organized, for the noble purpose of building up
a eolumn of true manheod, based in wisdom of design, strong in the pri<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>