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Original Bedication,

TO

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS AUGUSTUS FREDERIC,

DUKE OF BSUSSEX AND INVERNESS, BARON ARKLOW,

' M. W. GRAND MASTER OF MASONS, &C., &C.

May 1T PLEASE YoUR Rovar HieuNEss,

I 7axE the liberty to dedicate a Book on Masonry to

you. Your rank at the head of the Fraternity, and high

_station in society, distinguish you as the fittest personage
to patronize such a work. - It will, I expect, prove in-
structive and profitable to Masons in particular, and
induce men in general, who read it, to appreciate the
Masonic principle in its truth and virtue. My intention
in writing it is to supply a desideratum, viz., a volume
containing the instructions, documents, and discipline of
the Masonic Economy, in all its bearings, The use of it
must be obvious. It will plainly and completely tell
the Craft their eternal and temporal obligations, and
afford the uninitiated a fair review and estimate of Ma-
sonry, as much as it can be universally known in the
reflection and effect of its benefit and beauty.

It argues well for your Royal Highness’s head and
heart, that you are warmly interested in promoting Ma-
sonry. Your presiding with ability, as you do, in the
Chair of the Grand Lodge, (in which the Prince Regent
presided before, and a popular nobleman at present

going to shed lustre on his Majesty’s Eastern Empire,
' (3)
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sat as an applauded Substitute,) superadds a bright
advantage to the cause, and promises a better era to
Masons. Masons already look up to your Royal High-
ness as their MEcENas. Your presidency is hailed as
the day-spring from on high to dissipate the darkness
which obscures Masonry, and to develope its learning
and benevolence. Masonry, we know, is calculated to
ameliorate man in the world—to make him imitate the
Divine Architect’s attributes, and so to superinduce the
Maker’s image in the human mind. Its progress and
encouragement, if 8o, is very good. From the common
- condition of man in the multitude, and its own peculiar
Constitution, Masonry must be confined and limited at
all times. However, if it be judiciously managed, it will
tend to humanize and bless mankind. So the occult
operation of elementary fire insinuates its powers, and
feeds all nature,—its fostering heat is every where, and
its fervent force is found in each material substance.
May the warmth and light of Masonry be regulated and
directed by means of your Royal Highness, diffusing
solid comfort and satisfactory entertainment in the com-
munity, assisting the advancement of the Arts and Sci-
ences, and inspiring your own illustrious breast with the
consolations arising from a consciousness of doing good.
In the faithful spirit of this sacred sentiment, I beg to
subscribe myself,
May it please your Royal Highness,
Your very obedient Servant,
And truly devoted Fellow-Member of
The Fraternity of Freemasons,

JONATHAN ASHE, D.D., M.M.

Bristol, Nov. 1, 1813.



T0
THE ANCIENT FRATERNITY

OoF

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.

WorTHY BRETHREN,

I feel it necessary to address you in editing a new
work on Masonry. Many among you are aware that a
Masonte Manvan was wanted, both for Lodges and
individuals, in order to supply a summary of the princi-
ples and duties of the Brotherhood, as much as the
economy of Masonry can or ought to be explained in
such a manner. I humbly hope that I have succeeded
in contracting and combining the spirit and provisions of
Masonry, so as to present the analysis and interest of it
in an unperplexed and undivided body of obligation and
ethics. In the progress of this interesting task, which I
found more arduous than I expected, I had to consult
the recorded history and detached writings of Masons in
every age and era of the world. As I disclaim originality
I shall not be accused of plagiarism, and it might be
even prolix to enumerate the sources and authorities
from which I derived and took my materials. I do
think it right, however, to mention the respected names
of PrEsToNn, SmiTH, FurNovsH, and Carcorr,! as au-

1 It is rather extraordinary that our worthy Brother should have
omitted the name of HUTCHINSON, when enumerating the authors to
whose labours he had been indebted in the compilation of his work ;
because he has borrowed more matter from * The Spirit of Masonry,”
than from all the rest combined.—ED1TOR. ©)
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thors to whom I am particularly indebted for enabling
me to preserve a regulated arrangement in setting forth
the doctrine and discipline of Masonry.

A member, as I am, of the sacred profession, some
blame may be attached to me for writing on Masonry.
I have been an admirer of it for many years; and I hope
that my illustration of it in this book will exculpate me
from the charge of profaneness in being a Mason, and
continuing to admire its principles. If its economy be
sometimes subject to abuse, it may be well asked, what
system or institution of human society can be kept
entirely incontaminate? My book cannot fail to have
some tendency to disabuse Masonry, and tescue it from
the unfair obloquy frequently cast upon it by individuals,
however gifted they might be, who possessed neither
opportunity or candour duly or truly to appreciate its
merits. A few men of talent have attacked it with some
apparent success, but I need not observe to Masons that
they were, after all their efforts, impotent assailants.
Truth may be aspersed and traduced, but it cannot be
destroyed, or put down from the adamantine basis on
which it stands. In kingdoms and dynasties of despot-
ism, Masonry was always watched with jealousy, if not
excluded by tyranny. But the Government of England
was never hostile to it, because, being founded in the
genius of civil liberty, it always made truth its ally.
In France, at any time, Masonry could not be tolerated
by the ruling powers.? Arbitrary sovereignty extinguishes

* The French Masons, during the last century, spoke of English
Freemasonry in the most absurd and improbable terms, classing it
amongst societies of a ridiculous tendency, which they ignorantly
affirm we call coteries. ¢ Les Cotteries de Gras et de Maigres, des
Rois, de St. George, des Voisons Logés dans une méme rue; des
Nigauds et des Buveurs de Bierre de Brunswick, des Duellistes, de
Deux Sols, des Laids, des Gauds au frange, des Amoureux; la Cot-
terie Eternelle, ot nombre d’autres. La Cotterie Eternelle, qui n’a
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the spirit of discussion, whenever individuals presume to"
erect themselves into a private or secret body. And
should even the story which the Abbé Baruel published
with such sounding solemnity, be founded in truth, the
charge cannot come home to British Masons, composed
as they are of the sovereign himself, the sons of the
sovereign, and the nobility of the realm, as well as the
most loyal and excellent supporters of the Constitution
and Commonwealth. Indeed, Baruel sufficiently invali-
dated his own allegations against Masons. It is plain
that every Masonic Lodge to which he was admitted,
(without taking the necessary obligations which guard
Masonry, as if by *“ a flaming sword,”) constituted merely
a secret club of Jacobins, as sanguinary as the original
conspirators who met in the Rue de St. Jacques. His
charges thus fall to the ground; and it is evident that
he is an enemy to British freedom, and also ignorant of
Masonry, to all its intents and purposes.

Baruel’s book is, no doubt, not only a libel on Mason-
ry, but insidiously libellous to the civil and religious
polity, which Britons support as the pure eternal head-
- spring out of which all their benefits and blessings flow,
and to which Masons never cease to wish prosperity in
the sentiment of Father Paul—Esto Perpetua!!!

The writer of this work will be sorry, indeed, if it
frustrate his expectations of utility in its circulation.

été instituée que vers la fin du gunerres civiles d’Angleterre, et qui a
souffert quelques interruptions, avoit pourtant déja consommé au
commencement de ce sidcle, cinquante tonneaux de tabac, trente
mille pidces du bierre, mille bariques du vin rouge du Portugal, deux
cens pipes d’eau-de-vie,” &o. The author adds, that by Freemasons
“la bouteille s’appelle baril; il y a qui disent darique, cela est in-
different.. On donne au vin le nom de poudre, aussi bien qu'a I'eau;
avec cette différence, que 1'un est poudre rouge, et 'autre Poudre
blanche. On n’a que de gobelets, qu’on appelle canons.” (L’Ordre
des Frane Masons trahi; par I’Abbé Perau, p. 13, 41.) What
superlative trash is this ! —EDITOR.
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For the entertainment of Masons it was chiefly made,
and it is fondly hoped it will afford them a considerable
degree of information and use. In this laudable expec-
tation it is submitted by the author, who begs te sub-
seribe himself, with faithful good wishes for the success
of Masonry, and the honour and advantage of all its
members, .
Their truly Obedient Servant,
Friend and Brother,

JONATHAN ASHE, D.D., M.M.

Bristol, Nov., 1818.



THE EDITOR’S ADDRESS.

Tee appearance of a New Edition of the Masonic
ManuaL, demands a few. observations from its Editor.
It bas undergone a thorough revision, and many verbal
amendments have been introduced, as will appear from
& comparison with the former editions. And this is not
the only improvement which has been attempted. Ex-
planatory notes have been added; and it is hoped the
inquiring Brother may derive some important information
from these desultory appendages.

The work contains much of the morality which had
been interwoven into the Lectures of Masonry, as they
existed at the time when it was written; and many
céremonial details have also been incorporated into its
pages. And although considerable alterations have been
made in the Lectures, since that period, they have not
materially affected those portions of the symbolical sys-
tem which have been here introduced. With indefatigable
industry, our author has selected the most valuable illus-
trations from all the authentic publications on Masonry,
and has arranged them in such a manner as to form a
consecutive series of Arguments which may be delivered
from the Chair of a Lodge with benefit to the hearers.
He has succeeded in stringing together a constellation
of gems, against the purity of which the most inveterate
sceptic can find nothing to object.

It is true, and I make the admission with regret, that
some of our own Brethren—men of rank, talent, and

(©)
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virtue—appear to entertain a repugnance to the promul-
gation, through the press, of Masonic writings. This is
undoubtedly an error in judgment, although it may ori-
ginate in the purest feelings for the prevalence of truth
and moral rectitude. Had it not been.for the influence
of recent publications on Masonry, delineating its moral
tendency, its science, and its philosophy, I am persuaded
the Order would not now have been in existence. Half
a century ago public feeling was in arms against it;—
prejudice had arrayed it in the garb of vice, irreligion,
and atheism ;—it was represented as a monster of ini~
quity, brooding in its occult Lodges over the contemplated
destruction of civil and religiéu order amongst mankind,
whilst writers of character and talent denounced it from
the press.! Their confident assertions were received
with avidity at that awful period of political agitation,
and excited against the Craft the bitterest feelings of
hatred and ill-will; and, if they had remained unan-

! Thus, Le Franc, who wrote shortly after the French Revolution,
designated Freemasonry as ‘a hidden and emblematical system of
Equality and Deism ; and undertook to demonstrate that ‘¢ it menaced
approaching ruin both to Church and State.” The Abbe Baruel was
still more plain and pointed. He professed to *explain the means
and succours which Freemasonry afforded to the modern sophisters
in the French Revolution, and to show how much it threatened the
social orders of the world,” (vol. ii., p. 262). A little further on he
says, ‘‘those did not mislead us who, formerly initiated into those
mysteries, at length owned that they had been dupes; that all that
equality and liberty, which they had treated as mere play, had already
proved a most desperate game for their country, and might bring
ruin on the whole universe. And I have met with many of these
adepts since the revolution, both in France and elsewhere, who had
formerly been zealous Masons, but latterly confessing with bitterness
this fatal secret, which reduces the whole science of Masonry, like
the French Revolution, to these two words, Equality and Liberty,”
(p. 268). These charges, and others of a still more serious nature
and tendency, were re-echoed by Professor Robison and others, to the
great detriment of the Order.
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swered, through an injudicious aversion to publications
on Freemasonry, the Order would have been in danger
of total annihilation. It was saved by the zeal of a few
intrepid Masonic authors.

What is the state of Freemasonry now? Since her
cause has been advocated from the press, the charges
urged against her with such pertinacity and confidence
‘have been discovered to be groundless and untrue; the
torrent which threatened to overwhelm her has exhausted
its force; numerous flourishing Lodges existed where Ma~
sonry was formerly a by-word and a reproach; the
numbers of the Brethfen have doubled and trebled; her
charities are abundant; her members yirtuous and hap-
py; and never was there a time in the annals of Masonry,
when she was such a blessing to the Brethren at large;
and in such general estimation amongst those who have
not been admitted into her communion. All this amount
of good I have no hesitation in attributing, almost solely,
to the judicious publications on the subject of Masonry
which have appeared during the present and the latter
end of the last century; and much of it to the leading
periodical and organ of the Craft—the ¢ Freemason’s
Quarterly Review.”

As an evidence of the accuracy of this deduction, the
present state of Freemasonry in America, (notwith-
standing a most unfavourable occurrence which was
calculated to throw it into the shade a few years ago),
may be safely cited. It has a Grand Ledge in every
State; and at least one periodical under the patronage
of every Grand Lodge. Prizes are offered annually for
the best Essay on the true principles of the Craft, which
is published by authority ; and the transactions of Grand
Lodge are distributed in the form of a printed pamphlet
throughout the world. In consequence of these judi-
cious proceedings, I am told that almost every third
male adult throughout the whole population, eligible
for admission into the Order, is a Mason, and, as we learn
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from the printed Trensactions of the Grand Lodge of
New York,> Dec. 2, 1840, “the Institution flourishes
in all the States with vigour and beauty.”

8 At the above Grand Lodge, the M. W. Grand Master made the
Solbwing gratifying communication to the Brethren. He said, * The
duties of the Miasonic governments correspond with those of the
civil governments of states; they are to promote the peace, security,
prosperity, and happiness of the people; in times of danger to afford
protection, by the wise application of their own powers, or by the
powers of their allies; im periods of prosperity, to give the best
direction to the current of popular activity, by the elevation of the
standard of knowledge end virtue, and by caltivating foreign relations
" and internal improvements. Such has been the course pursued by
this Grand Lodge, steadily and undeviatingly, through the whole
period of the present Grand Mastership. Amongst the means which
have been adopted to strengthen and secure the union, integrity, and
purity of the Order, is tho system which is now gradually going into
operation, and which, when fully developed, will concentrate in this
body every facility for the communication and reception of intelli-
genoce, and for the cultivation of those fraternal relations throughout
the world which constitute the UNITY, USEFULNESS, and GLORY of
our Imstitution. Everywhere within this jurisdiction there exists a
strong desire for information, not only as to what this Grand Lodge
is doing, but what all otber Grand Lodges are doing. This desire
after information on all subjects relating to the progress and state of
the Order, affords & sure evidence that the spirit of the Institution is
vigorous and active; and it is the duty, and has been the determination,
of the Grand Officers to afford every encouragement to the increase
and diffusion of useful knowledge. Our foreign correspondence has
been largely extended, and is stil advancing in extent and interest,
and the result bas been an increased demand for the publications of
this Grand Lodge, so that the very large editions of the T'ransactions
usually printed will now scarcely suffice. At the same Grand Lodge,
the Grand Secretary asked permission to present the prospectus of a
work which he contemplated publishing, under the title of ‘a Portrait
Gallery of Eminent American Freemssors, and History of the Ma-
sonio Institution in the United States.’” The proposed address to the
Fraternity and the prospectus was then read; whereupon the follow-
ing Resolution was unanimdusly adopted :—¢ That this Grand Lodge
highly approve of the proposed work of the Rt. W. Grand Secretary,
entitled the Portrait Gallery of Eminent American Freemasons, and
recommend if to the patronage of the Fraternity.’"
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From these facts and arguments the conclusion is-
inevitable, that a discouragement of judicious publica~
tions on the subject of Masonry is decidedly prejudicial
to the Order; because it would have a tendency to pre-
vent the dissemination of Masonic principles, and obstruct
their certain effect—the amelioration of public morals,
and the diffusion of a genial system of science and philo-
sophy, which would essentially conduce to the best
interests of religion and virtue.

Scopwick Vicarage, Aug. 14th, 1843,






PROGRAMME OF THE MASONIC MANUAL.

Tue author of the ¢Masonic Manual” ventures to
invite the attention of the public to a subject, which has
for several years excited considerable curiosity, but no
profound or solid investigation.

In accompanying him through this arduous duty, he
trusts the reader will not expect from him a rhetoric to ’
admire, or an eloquence to applaud; these are endow-
ments which the Mason has neither leisure to cultivate
nor to acquire; therefore, he has aimed at nothing but
simplicity and truth, and has even divested himself of
such technical terms as might perplex the reason of thosa
who are not desirous of entering into useless refinements,
and tedious abstractions.

Long has the greater part of mankind laboured under
prejudices against Masonry, which might have been
avoided by an acquaintance with the manners and prin-
ciples of that ancient Society. During the study of
most sciences, we notice improvements unknown to the
majority of the people; and in no one instance have they
become more conspicuous than in the study of Masonry,
and particularly that portion of it which relates to the
origin and progress of that truly sublime establishment.

Since the wild conjectures of deluded men were ban
ished from the annals of Masonry, the study of Masonry
has become one of the most useful and pleasing to all of
an enlightened understanding. In the ¢ Masonic Manual”
the science is characterised by a manner hostile only to
the pride of the pedantic scholar. The author has the
honour to open some of the most extensive scenes—let
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their magnificence lead the intelligent. An entrance is
desired, that the wonderful greatness and wisdom dis-
played in the system of Masonry may be contemplated
with rapture, in parts neglected by the vulgar as a
¢ dreary void.” For his part, although imperious circum-
stances frequently compelled him to suspend his views,
still he brought with him an undecayed sensibility to
their attractions, and a determination to perform his duty
with all the assiduity and zeal he was capable of exert-
ing on so grand and important an occasion.

It is not a little to the honour of the present age, that
80 many gentlemen of liberal fortune and respectable
families have dedicated much of their time, and not a
little of their wealth, to sustain the cause of Masonic
science and Masonic character. This observation will,
undoubtedly, from the association of ideas, recall the
names of Preston, of Smith, of Furnough, and of Calcott,
to familiar recollection.

Of the writers on Masonry, the author mentions the
names of those who have endeavoured to make them-
selves acquainted with the object of his immediate inves-
tigation. And yet how imperfect was the information
they obtained! However, his object i8 not to criticise,
but to inform. What others have not done he has
endeavoured to do. And if the sublimity of a subject
can exalt an author, he flatters himself his Dissertation
on Masonry will raise him to the top of the compass.

That the Society of Free and Accepted Masons.pos-
sess a grand secret among themselves, is an undoubted
fact; what this grand secret is, or of what unknown
materials it consists, mankind in general, not dignified
with the Order, have made the most ridiculous supposi-
tions; the ignorant have thought that we confer with
the devil, and many other contemptible surmises have
been promulgated, too tedious to mention and too dull
to laugh at; while the more polished part of mankind
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puzzle themselves with reflections more refined, though
equally absurd. To dispel the opinionative mist, is the
author’s intention; and, however. rash the step may be
thought, that he, a mere atom in the grand system,
should attempt so difficult, so nice a task, yet he flatters
himself that he shall not only get clear over it, but also
meet with the united plaudits both of the public and of
his Brethren.

Religion, morality, Masonic polity, in fine, every thing
important and interesting has been carefully selected, to
add to the illumination of the ¢ Masonic Manual.” But
while the affairs of Masonry have been its prominent
trait, no pains were spared to render it worthy the peru-
sal of the classic and the statesman; nor is it so silent
on science in general as not to be capable of contributing
to the information and amusement of all classes. Teo
detect sophistry, to denounce cabal, are its unremitting
endeavours. In defeating the designs of the disaffected,
in frustrating the machinations of the ill-disposed, in
unmasking the factious &pirit of an organized opposition
to Masonry, its utmost efforts are constantly exerted. It
forms upon the whole, a standard of Masonic principles,
adapted not only to subdue a spirit of opposition, but
also to check the progress of error, as likewise to infuse
throughout the Order a true Masonic ardour, with a
refined sense of honour, a rigid regard for discipline,
sound principles of science, and an exalted notion of
independence, with a becoming. reverence for the Insti-
tution. In the exposure of error, in the pursuit of pre-
judice,it endeavours to aid the energies of the Brethren;
and for the overthrow of licentiousness, which otherwise
must effect the abridgement of Masonic liberty, it never
relaxes in its efforts to excite the resources of the
Society.

It has been the peculiar province of this work to offer
many ideas that have escaped its contemporaries ; and

2
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amongst its proud features of distinction are those of
virtue, consistency, and principle.

Such is the nature of the ¢ Masonic Manual.” .By
the unadulterated purity of its principles it must ulti-
mately command the admiration of all parties, and can-
not fail to extort a degree of approbation from the
candour even of those whom it reluctantly condemns.
Though it may be the object of others to divest public
opinion of all respect for Masonry—of all love for that
illustrious Order, it has been the endeavour of the author
to guard them against the consequences of such conduct,
so sedulously broached for the poisoning of their minds,
" the corruption of their manners, the contaminating those
sources of comfort and distinction which gladden and
adorn social life. In the exposure of misconduct, in the
reprobation of imposture, his only aim has been to cor-
rect error, and to work amendment. That he has not
altogether failed in his attempts, may be collected from
a reference to the work, and for which the author solicits
the patronage of the public and the Fraternity.
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THE

MASONIC MANUAL.

ARGUMENT 1.

ON THE NATURE AND NECESSITY OF THE MASONIC
SOCIETY, AND THE DUTY INCUMBENT ON MASONS TO
ACT AS UPRIGHT AND HONOURABLE MEN.

Ip we duly consider Man, we shall find him a social
being; and, in effect, such is his nature, that he cannot
well subsist alone: for- out of society he could neither
preserv'e life, display nor Perfect his faculties and talents,
nor attain any real or solid happiness. Had not the God
of Nature intended him for society, he would never have
formed him subject to such a variety of wants and infir-
mities. This would have been highly inconsistent with
divine wisdom, and the regularity of divine omniscience:
on the contrary, the very necessities' of human nature
unite men together, and fix them in a state of mutual
dependence on one another. For, select the most per-
fect and accomplished of the human race,—a Hercules
or a Sampson, & Bacon or a Boyle, a Locke or a Newton ;
nay, we need not except Solomon himself,—and suppose
him fixed alone, even in this happy country, where
Nature, from her bounteous stores, seems to have formed
another Eden, and we should soon find him deplorably
wretched ; and, by being destitute of social intercourse,
deprived of every shadow of happiness.

Therefore, for the establishment of our felicity, Provi-
dence, in its general system, with regard to the govern-
ment of this world, has ordained a reciprocal connection
between all the various parts of it, which cannot subsist
without a mutual dependence; and, from the human
species down to the lowest parts of the creation, one
chain unites all nature. This is excellently observed,
and beautifully described, by a celebrated poet, in the
following lines: )
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God in the nature of each being founds

Its proper bliss, and sets its proper bounds ;
But as he formed a whole, the whole to bless,
On mutual wants built mutual happiness.

So from the first eternal order ran,

And creature link’d to creature, man to man.—POPE.

N

Under these circumstances, men must of necessity form
associations for their comfort and defence, as well as for
_their very existence. Had revelation been altogether
silent on this point, yet we might, by the mere light of
nature, have easily Xiscovered 1t to be our duty to be
kindly affectioned one to another. No system can be
more agreeable to the common sentiments of mankind,
nothing built upon surer terms of equity and reason,
than that I should treat my fellow-creature with the
game candour and benevolence, with the same affection
and sincerity, I should expect myself. It is true this
was not delivered in express words till the time of Moses,
nor so fully explained and understood as at the toming
of the “prophets. Yet we have great reason to believe
that this was the first law revealed to Adam, immediately
upon his fall, and was a genuine precept of uncorrupted
nature. That every one is naturally an enemy to his
neighbour, was the malevolent assertion of the late

hilosopher Hobbs, one, who, vainly thinking himself

eeper versed in the principles of man than any before
him, and, having miserably corrupted his own mind by
many wild extravagancies, concluded, from such acquired
corruption, that all men were naturally the same. How
to reconcile a tenet of this kind with the justness and
foodness of a Supreme Being, seems a task too difficult
or the most knowing person to execute ; and the author
himself was contented barely to lay it down without the
least show of argument in its defence. That God should
be a being of infinite justice, creating us in a necessary
state of dependence on, and at the same time bring us
into the world with inclinations of enmity and cruelty
towards each other, is a contradiction so palpable as no
man can assert consistently with a reverential notion of
his Maker. And were there no sufficient proofs against
it, even from our imperfect ideas of the Creator, the very
laws of nature would confute it. By the law of nature,
I would be understood to mean, that will of God which
is discoverable to us by the light of reason, without the
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assistance of revelation. Now nothing is more evident
than this grand maxim: that whatever principles and
actions have an inseparable connection with the public
happiness, and are necessary to the well-being of society,
are fundamental laws of nature, and bear the stamp of
divine authority. -

This will more evidently appear from the fdllowing
consideration. When the Grand Architect of the uni-
verse had, with the greatest wisdom, and most exact
proportion, formed this globe, and replenished it with
every thing necessary for life and ornament, he, last of
all, created man, after his own image, endowing him with
rational and immortal powers, adequate to the present
and future happiness for which he was designed.

But though he found himself in Paradise, where every
thing abounded for his sustenance and delight, yet, for
want of a creature of the same rational nature with
himself, his felicity was incomplete; so much did the
innate ideas of society possess and influence the human
mind from its first existence, that the highest enjoyments,
without participation, were tasteless and unaftecting; a
strong proof that, even in the original state of human
nature, selfish and narrow principles had no share ; and
that to communicate blessings was to increase them. To
gratify his wishes, enlarge his mind, and establish his
before imperfect happiness, God created an help-mate
for him, ¢ Woman, his last, best gift;”’ thereby enabling
him to exchange the solitary for the social life; an im-
perfect for a perfect bliss! Now the human mind
began to expand; a nmew train of ideas and affections
succeeded ; its joys were increased, and its wishes accom-
plished. These dispositions were continued with the
species, and man has ever since had recourse to society
as an essential means to humanize his heart, and amelio-
rate the enjoyments of life.

But, alas! he being created free in the exercise of the
faculties, both of body and mind, and these faculties
being vitiated by sin in our first parents, the taint became
hereditary, and soon. broke out in symptoms which fore-
boded destruction to the peace and happiness of the
world. Cain furnished an early and terrible instance of
the truth of this assertion, when, of the first two broth-
ers that ever were on earth, one fell a victim to the
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envious fury of the other, and demonstrated that a train
of new passions had taken possession of the human
heart. -Envy, hatred, and revenge now made their
appearance, and bloodshed and discord followed. Ties
of consanguinity first cemented mankind; but after the
sons of Noah had rendered the earth more populous, and
the confusion of languages had separateg one family
from another, vice and impiety boldly reared their heads.
Therefore, to remedy these dreadful evils, and avert their
consequences, the uniting'various men, and different
orders, in the bonds of friendship, seemed the best and
surest method; and was, indeed, the greatest and most
effectual defence against the universal depravity of cor-
rupted human nature: it was here alone protection could
be had from the attacks of violence, or the insinuations
of fraud, from the forCe of brutal strength, or the snares
of guilty design. '

Further to promote these ends, and secure such bless-
ings, laws were now necessarily introduced for the safety
and advantage of every individual; and of their good
effects, we in this nation, ought to be better judges than
the whole world besides, for ours we may extol, as St.
Paul expresses himself, ¢ in confidence of boasting.”

If we confine ourselves to particular parts of society,
and treat the bodies of men, who, though members of,
and subordinate to the general system, unite themselves
into distinet communities, for their own immediate
advantage, and relatively for the public benefit, we shall
find some entering into such associations upon different
views to answer various purposes. We, of this nation
in particular, fear no enemy at our gates, no violence
from our neighbours, and I hope no treachery from our
friends; but assemble with men of similar opinions
and manners, not out of necessity for the preserva-
tion of our lives, but to render them more beneficial
to others, and pleasing to ourselves; by enabling us to
perform those duties, and afford that assistance to each
other in a united capacity, which, as individuals, we
were unable to do.

To this kind of associations I shall confine myself in
the following work ; and shall treat on the ancient insti-
tution of Free and Accepted Masons in particular, an
establishment founded on the benevolent intention of
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extending and confirming mutual happiness, upon the
best and truest principles of moral and social virtue.!

For, among many instances of the above truth, appar-
ent to every intelligent person, let us reflect that in all
societies and governments there are some indigent and
miserable, whom we are taught to regard as objects of
our compassion and our bouaty ; and it is our indispens-
able duty to aid such with our counsel, commiserate
their afflictions, and relieve them in their distress.

*Tis what the happy to th’ unhappy owe,
For what man gives, the gods on him bestow.—PopE.

This principle is the bond of peace, and the cement
of Masonic aﬁl;action. Freemasons esteem it a virtue of
the most diffusive nature, not to be confined to particular
persons, but extended to the whole human race, to admin-
ister assistance to whom it is their highest pride, and
their utmost wish, establishing friendships, and forming
connections, not by receiving, but conferring benefits.
As soon might the builder alone work through each
tedious coursetf an edifice without the assistance of his
fellow-craftsmen, as poor, helpless, unassisted man toil
through each chequered stage of human life.

The Almighty has, therefore, furnished men with dif-
ferent capacities, and blessed them with various powers,
that they may be mutually beneficial and sorviceable to
each other; and, indeed, wherever we turn our eyes and
thoughts, we shall find scope sufficient to emgloy those
capacities, and exercise those powers, agreeably to the
celebrated maxim of the great Socratic disciple, that
we are not born for ourselves alone.

That we may not be too much elevated with the con-
templation of our own abundance, we should consider, no
man comes into this world without imperfections; that
we may not decline being serviceable to our fellow-
creatures, we should reflect, that all have their portion

1 To use the words of an elegant writer, Freemasonry is an insti-
" tution, not as the ignorant and uninstructed vainly suppose, founded
on unmeaning mystery, for the encouragement of bacchanalian
festivity, and support of mere good fellowship; but an institution
founded on eternal reason and truth, whose deep basis is the civiliza-
tion of mankind; and whose everlasting glory is to have the im-
mo;:'able support of those two mighty pillars—science and morality.
—EDbi1TOR.
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for improvement ; that we may not be remiss nor reluct-
ant in good offices, we should remind ourselves, however
affluent our fortune, we are not entirely independent ofj
others, and where much is given much will be required.
-We are commanded to be fruitful in good works; and
throughout the whole creation we shall find no precedent
for inutility or indolence, for he that contributes neither
study, labour, nor fortune to the public, is a deserter of
the community. All human affections, if directed by
the governing principle of reason, tend to promote some
useful purpose. Compassion, if properly exerted, is the
most beneficial of all human virtues, extending itself to
-a greater number of objects, exciting more lasting degrees
of happiness, than any other. Some affections are,
indeed, more fierce and violent, but their action, like a
sudden explosion of combustibles, is no sooner begun
than its force is spent.

The rational, the manly pleasure, which necessarily
accompanies compassion, can only be known to those
who have experienced its effects; for who ever relieved
the indigent, and did not at the same time receive the
highest gratification? To see a fellow-creature labour-
ing in agony and pain, or struggling under the oppres-
sive burthen of helplessness and want, presently raises
pity in the human breast, induces us to sympathise with
the object in his distress, and inspires us with the tender
dispositions of charity and assistance.

f our pleasure were to be estimated in proportion to
its extent and duration, that of doing good must rival
and outshine all others of which the mind is susceptible,
being both from its nature, and the variety of objects on
which it acts, greatly superior to the fleeting and unsatis-
factory enjoyment arising from the gratifaction of our
sensual appetites. Hence compassion, both on account
of its duration, from its pleasing effects. and its un-
bounded utility to the world, ought to be highly valued
and duly cultivated by all who consult their own felicity,
or the prosperity and interest of that country or people
to whom they belong. ) )

It would be absurg to dwell longer on this head, as I
am addressing a body who in every age, from the earliest
times to this present day,® have been justly celebrated

$ ¢ Solon, Plato, and Pythagoras, and from them the Grecian
literati in general, were obliged for their learning, in a great measure,
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for their disinterested liberality, and whose proceedings

have been constantly directed by the desire of doing
ood to, and promoting the happiness of, every indivi-
ual.

From the foregoing considerations, the necessity of
constituting %artlcular societies is strikingly obvious;
for, next to the veneration of the Supreme %eing, the
love of mankind seems to be the most promising source
of real satisfaction; it is a never-failing one to him who,

ossessed of this principle, enjoys also  the means of in-

ulging it; and who makes the superiority of his for-
tune, his knowledge, or his power, subservient to the
wants of his fellow-oreatures. It is: true, there are few
whose abilities or fortunes are so adapted to the neces-
sities and infirmities of human nature, as to render them
capable of performing works of universal beneficence;
but a spirit of universal benevolence may be exercised
by all: and the bounteous Father of Nature has not
groportioned the pleasures to the greatness of the effect,
ut to the greatness of the cause. Here let not my
meaning be mistaken. I would not be understood to
insinuate that we are so obliged to be bountiful that
nothing will excuse ugs; for it is an universal maxim
among Masons, that *justice must precede charity;”
and, except where the exigencies of the distressed call
for immediate relief, we should always recollect our
natural connections, and debts to the world, when-
ever our disposition may prompt us to bestow any
singular bounty. And, give me leave to observe, it is
not the idle, indolent, or extravagant, but the indus-
trious, though distressed Brother, who has a just title
to our extraordinary beneficence; a circumstance that
ought always to direct the exertion of the above
virtue. :

Having thus, in some measure, deduced the nature
and necessity of society, and in part shown the duties
incumbent upon us as members oflit, may we, as upright
men and Masons, faithfully discharge the duties of our

to Masonry, and the labours of some of our ancient Brethren. They
fetohed their knowledge from afar, and borrowed their philosophy
from the inseriptions of Egyptian columns, and the hieroglyphical
figures of the sacred pillars of Hermes.” (Sermon at Gloucester,
1752.)—EDITOR. ’
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various stations; and above all, be ever ready to do to
others as we would in their circumstances reasonably
wish to be done unto!®

They who move in a higher sphere, have, indeed, a
larger province wherein to do good; but those of an
inferior degree will be as eminently distinguished in the
mansions of bliss, if they move regularly, if they are
useful members of society, as the highest. He who
performs his part best, not he who personates an exalted
character, will meet with applause. For the moon,
" though it borrows its light from the sun, also sets forth
the glory of God; and the flowers of the field declare a
providence equally with the stars of the firmament.

To conclude, then, let me exhort all my worthy
Brethren to be diligent in the cultivation of every moral
and social virtue; for so long do we act consistently
with the principles of our venerable Institution. Then
what has been said, though on an occasion far more im-
portant to mankind, may not improperly be appropri-
ated as the badge of our respectable Order, ¢ By this
shall all men know that you belong to the Brethren, if
your hearts glow with affection, not to Masons alone, but
to the whole race of mankind.” And well, indeed, ma
ours be called a happy Institution! whose supreme wis
is founded on the truest source of felicity, and whose
warmest endeavours are ever exerted in cementing the
ties of human nature by acts of benevolence, charity,
and social affection; and who, amidst the corruption
and immorality of the latter ages, have maintained in
our assemblies the genuine principles and unsullied
reputation acquired and established in the first.

hilst qualities like these direct your proceedings,
and influence your actions, Freemasonry must ever be
revered and cultivated by the just, the good, and the
exalted mind, as the surest means of establishing peace,
harmony, and goodwill amongst men.

® Baron Biclfield, Chancellor of the Prussian Universities, when
considering the propriety of becoming a Mason, says: ** One reflec-
tion that dissipated my scruples, and hastened my reception, was,
that I knew this Order to be composed of a great number of very
worthy men; men who, I was sure, would never have twice entered
a Lodge, if anything had passed there that was in the leas! incom-
patible with a character of the strictest virtue.”—EDITOR.




ARGUMENT II.

ON THE ORIGIN, NATURE, AND DESIGN OF THE MASONIC
INSTITUTION, AND A CONFUTATION OF THE MANY
SHAMEFUL AND IDLE FALSEHOODS WHICH ARE IN-
DUSTRIOUSLY PROPAGATED BY ITS ENEMIES.

Tue antiquity and utility of Freemasomz being gene-
rally acknowledged in most parts of the habitable world,
it would be as absurd to conceive it required new aids
for its support, as for him who has the use of sight to
demand a proof of the rising and setting of the sun.
Nevertheless, in compliance with the requests of many
worthy Brethren, I shall lay before my readers some
strictures on the origin, nature, and design of that Insti-
tution; and, with srudent reserve, confute and avert the
many shameful and idle falsehoods which are industri-
ously progagated by its enemies, the better to inform
the candid and well-meaning Brother, who might not
readily know how to investigate the truth, or want leisure
and opportunity for that purpose.

With this view I have made it my business to collect
a great number of passages from writers eminent for
their learning and probity, where I thought they might
serve to illustrate my subject. The propriety of such
proceeding is too obvious to need any apology.

If our first parent and his offspring had continued in
the terrestrial paradise, they would have had no oceasion
for the mechanical arts, or any of ‘the - sciences now in
use; Adam being created with all those perfections and
blessings which could either add to his dignity or be
conducive to his real welfare. In that happy period
he had no propensity to evil, no perverseness in his
heart, no darkness or obscurity in his understanding;
for, had he laboured under these maladies, he would not
bave been a perfect man, nor would there have been any
difference betwixt man in a state of innocence and in a
state of degeneracy and corruption. It was, therefore,
in consequence of his wilful transgression, that any evils
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came upon him. And, having lost his innocence, he in.
that dreadful moment forfeited likewise his supernatural
lights and infused knowledge, whereby every science, so
far as human nature is capable of, was rendered familiar
to him without the tedious labour of ratiocination, requi-
site to men even of the greatest abilities, whose ideas,
after all, remain weak and imperfect. .

From this remarkable and fatal era we date the neces-
sity and origin of the science. First arose divinity,
whereby was pointed out to fallen man the way and
will of God, the omnipotence and mercy of an offended
Creator; then law, as directing us to distribute justice
to our neighbour, and relieve those who are oppressed
or suffer wrong. The royal art was beyond all doubt
coeval with the above sciences, and was carefully handed
down by Methuselah, who died but a few days before the
Greneral Deluge, and who had lived 245 years with Adam,
by whom he was instructed in all the mysteries of this
sublime science, which he faithfully communicated to
his grandson Noah, who transmitted it to posterity: and
it has ever been preserved with a veneration and pru- .
dence suitable to its great importance, being always con-
fined to the knowledge of the worthy only. This is
confirmed by many instances, which men of reading and
speculation, especially such as are of this Society, cannot
suffer to escape them.

At first, mankind adhered to the lessons of Nature;
she used necessity for the means, urged them to inven-
tian, and assisted them in the operation. Our primitive
fathers, seeing the natural face of the earth was not suf-
ficient for the sustenance of the animal creation, had
recourse to their faithful tutoress, who taught them how
to give it an artificial face, by erecting habitations and
cultivating the ground: and these operations, among
other valuable effects, led them to search into and con-
template upon the nature and properties of lines, figures,
superficies, and solids, and by degrees to form the sciences
of geometry and architecture, which have been of the
greatest utility to the human species. Hence we were
first taught the means whereby we might attain practice,
and by practice introduce speculation.

From the Flood to the days of King Solomon, the
liberal arts and sciences gradually spread themselves
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over different parts of the globe, every nation having
had some share in their propagation; but, according to
their different manners, some have cultivated them with
more accuracy, perseverance, and success than others;
and though the secrets of the royal art have not been
indiscriminately revéaled, they have, nevertheless, been
communicated in every age to such as were worthy to
receive them.

But I am not at liberty to undraw the curtain, and
publicly descant on this head; it is sacred, and ever will
remain so : those who are honoured with the trust will
not reveal it, except to the truly qualified Brother, and
they who are ignorant of it cannot betray it.

I shall, however, observe, that this art was called
royal, not only because it was originally practised by
Kings and princes, who were the first professors of it, but
likewise on account of the superiority which so sublime
a science gave its disciples over the rest of mankind.

This supreme and divine knowledge being derived from
the Almighty Creator to Adam, its principles have ever
since been, and still are, most sacredly preserved and
inviolably concealed. For as all things, in process .
of time, are liable to decay and corruption, the ancient
professors, wisely foreseeing the great abuses which their
exalted mysteries might sustain, if generally made known,
determined to confide the knowledge of them only to
select Brethren; men whom they had found by long

.experience to be well versed in the general principles of
the Society, and who were eminent for their piety, learn-
ing, and abilities.

Hence it is, that a man may be sufficiently able to
aequit himself in every test that is laid down by our pre-
sent Institution, to prove his regular initiation therein,
and also to show that he is not unacquainted with its
general principles, and yet at the same time he may be
totally ignorant and undeserving of the more valuable
parts of the ancient Society.! These, like the adyta of

1 After the revival of Masoury in 1717, the Order was deterlorated
in public opinion, by the practice of some few unworthy Brothers,
who had been excluded for transgressing the general laws. They
opened Lodges without the requisite authority, and made Masons for
a small fee, without any regard to private character. Dermott
observes, “ When these men, by the assistance of Masonry, are
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of the ancient temples, are hid from vulgar eyes. It is
not every one who is barely initiated into Freemasonry,
that is entrusted with all the great mysteries thereunto
belonging—they are not attainable things, of course, nor
by every capacity; for, as Mr. Locke very justly observes,
speaking of this society, “Though all have a right and
opportunity, if they be worthy and able to learn, to
know all the arts and mysteries belonging to it, yet that
is not the case, as some want capacity, and others indus-
l:r{' to acquire them.” Nevertheless, such is the real
felicity necessarily resulting from a knowledge and prac-
tice of the general principles of this Fraternity, as alone
has been ever foundP sufficient to entitle it to a preference
of all other human institutions. From the earliest ages
of antiquity, the royal art was ever taught with the
greatest circumspection,—not in schools or academies to
. a promiscuous audience, but it was confined to certain
families; the rulers of which instructed their children or
disciples, and by this means conveyed their mysterious
knowledge to posterity. )
After the Flood, the professors of this art, according
to ancient traditions, were first distinguished by the
name of Noachidz, or sons of Noah; afterwards by that
of sages, or wise men—men instructed, like Moses, in all
the wisdom of the Egyptians, Chaldeans, philosophers,
masters in Israel, &e.—and were ever venerated as sacred
persons. They consisted of persons of the brightest
garts and genius, who exerted their utmost abilities in
iscovering and investigating the various mysteries of
Nature, from whence to draw improvements and useful
inventions. Men, whose talenis were not only employed
in speculation, or in Frivate acts of benevolence, but
who were also public blessings to the age and countryin
which they lived; possessed of moderate desires, who

admitted into the company of their superiors, they too often act
beyond their capacities ; and, under pretence of searching for know-
ledge, fall into gluttony and drunkenness, and thereby neglect their
necessary occupations, and injure their families, who imagine they
have a just cause to pour out all their invectives against the whole
body of Freemasons, without considering or knowing that our Conati-
tutions and prinoiples are quite opppsite to such base proceedings.
Such men are totally unfit to be tted Freemasons, as they cannot
fulfil any of the dutiés of a Lodge; and if men are not persons of
fortune or property, they should be persons of science.”—LEDITOR.
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knew how to conquer their passions; who practised and
taught the purest morality, and exerted themselves to
promote the harmony and felicity of society. They were
therefore consulted from all parts, and venerated with
that sincere homage, which is never paid but to real
merit; and the greatest and wisest potentates on earth
esteemed it as an addition to their imperial dignities to
be enrolled among such bright ornaments of human

- mnature,

A principal excellence, which rendered them famous
among men, was taciturnity, which they practised in a
eculiar manner, and inculcated as necessary for conceal-
ing from the unworthy what few were qualified to learn,
and still fewer to teach.

In the first ages of the world, science was in a low
state, because the uncultivated manners of our fore-
fathers rendered them, in general, incapable of that
knowledge which their posterity have so amply enjoyed :
the professors of the royal art, therefore, found it abso-
lutely requisite, to exclude the more unworthy and
barbarous part of mankind from their assemblies, and to
conceal their mysteries under suchhieroglyphics, sym-
bols, allegory, and figures, as they alone coull()l explain ;?
even at this day it is indispensable in us, to prevent
future bad consequences, to conceal from vulgar eyes the
means used by them to unfold such mysteries. The
greatest caution was ever abserved at their meetings, that
no unqualified person might enter amongst them ; and
every method was employed to tyle them securely, and
conceal the real intent and design of their convocations.

In order torender their proceedings more edifying and
extensively useful, charges were delivered at certain
times, as well for regulating the conduct of the Fraterni-
ty as for preserving that mark of distinction which their
superior merit justly entitles them to.

Several of those ancient orations are still extant, by
which it appears that, among others, one of their princi-

3 According to the Marquis Spineto, all hieroglyphics, properly and
strictly so called, may be distinguished into three different sarts,
according to the greater or less degree of similarity they have to the
object they are intended to represent. These three sorts are, 1. Hiero-
glyphics proper; 2. Hieroglyphics abridged; 3. Hieroglyphics con-
ventional.—EDITOR. *
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ples was to inculcate by precept, and enforce by
example, a strict observance of the moral law, as the
chief means of supporting government and authority.
And it is evident that they thereby effected their purpose,
and secured to themselves the favour, respect, and esteem
of the world in general ; and,—notwithstanding the indo-
lence and ignorance of some ages, the various countries,
languages, sects, and parties through which Masonry has
passed, always subjected to the necessity of oral tradition,
and umder the numerous disadvantages with which the
masters of ‘the royal art had to struggle in the course of
many centuries,—still does it retain, in a great degree,
its original perfection : a circumstance that not only bears
honourable testimony of its intrinsic worth, but is highly
to the praise of those to whom this important trust has
been from time to time committed.

After this concise and general account of the ancient
professors of the royal art, and the sublime truths which
they were possessed of, and transmitted to posterity in
the manner before described, we will proceed to the
building of that glorious edifice, at which period this .
Society became a regular and uniform Institution, under
the denomination of Free and Accepted Masons, whose
customs and proceedings I shall describe so far as may be
necessary am? prudent.

Though the Almighty and Eternal Jehovah had no
occasion for a temple or house to dwell in, for the hea-
ven of heavens is not capable of containing his immensity,
yet it was his divine will that a tabernacle should be
erected for him in the wilderness by Moses, and after-
wards atemple, by Solomon, at Jerusalem, as his sanctu-
ary ; both of which were to be constructed, not according
to human invention, but after a pattern which the Lor
himself had given. The whole model of the tabernacle
was shown to Moses on Mount Sinai; and the pattern of
the Temple was likewise given to David, by the hand of
‘the Lord, and by him delivered to Solomon, his son.

The tabernacle might be considered as the palace of the
Most High, the dwelling of the God of Israel; wherein
the Israclites, during their journeyings in the wilderness,
performed the chief of their religious exercises, offered
sacrifices, and worshipped God. It was thirty cubits in
length, ten in breadth, and ten in height. It was divided
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into two partitions; the first was called the holy place,
which was made twenty cubits long and ten wide: here
was placed the table of shew-bread, the golden candle-
stick, and the altar of incense. The second was called *
the most holy place—whose length was ten cubits, and
breadth ten cubits—wherein, before the building of the
Temple, the ark of the covenant was kept, which was a
symbol of God’s gracious presence with the Jewish
church. The most holy place was divided from the holy
place by a curtain or vail of very rich cloth, which hung
upon four pillars of Chittim-wood, that were covered
with plates of gold.

The Temple erected by Solomon, which was built after
the model of the tabernacle at Jerusalem, had its founda-
tion laid in the year of the world 2993, before Christ 1008,
before the vulgar era 1012; and it was finished . 1.
3000, and dedicated 3001, before Christ 999, before the
vulgar era 1003. The glory of this Temple did not con-

_sist in the magnitude of its dimensions; for though it
was twice as long and capacious every way as the taber-
nacle, yet alone, it was but a small pile of building.
The main grandeur and excellency were in its ornaments,
the workmanship being every where exceedingly curious,
and the overlayings prodigious; in its materials, being
built of new large stones, hewn out in the most curious
and ingenious manner; in its outbuildings, which were

" large, beautiful, and sumptuous; but still more admira-

"ble in this majestic edifice, were those extraordinary
marks of divine favour, with which it was honoured, viz.,
the ark of the covenant, in which were put the tables of
the law, and the mercy-seat which was upon it: from
whence the divine orac{;s were given out with an audi-
ble voice, as often as God was consulted in the behalf of his
people; Shechinah, or the divine presence, manifested by
a vigible cload hanging over the mercy-seat; the Urim
and Thummim, by which the high priest consulted God
in difficult and momentous cases, relating to the public
interest of the nation ; the Holy Fire, which came down
from heaven upon the altar, at the consecration: these,
indeed, were excellencies and beauties derived from a
divine source, distinguishing and exalting this sacred
structure above all others. David, filled with the hopes
of building this temple, declared his intention to Nathan,




16 : , MASON1C MANUAL.

the prophet; but this was not permitted him, because
his reign had been attended with wars, bloodshed, and
slaughter; and he still had to contend with many power-
- ful enemies; but, though forbidden to execute this divine
and glorious work, he made considerable preparations for
that purpose ; which having done, and drawing towards his
latter end, he assembled all the princes and chief persons
of his kingdom, and ordered and encouraged Solomon,
publicly and in their presence, to pursue such his inten-
tion, and delivered the pattern or scheme of all the
houses, &c., the courses of the priests and Levites, and
likewise the pattern of the Cherubims; earnestly exhort-
ing his servants in regard to the tender age ofy his son,
Solomon, who was yet but very young, to yield him
their counsel and assistance in erecting a palace, not
designed for man, but for the Lord God.* David himself
gave towards the building of the Temple, out of his own
treasures, beside a vast variety of precious stones, three
thousand talents of gold of Ophir, and seven thousand
talents of silver.
The princes of his kingdom followed the glorious ex-
ample of their king, and gave five thousand talents and
ten thousand drachms of gold, ten thousand talents of

silver, eighteen thousand talents of brass, and one hun-.

dred thousand talents of iron, as also a great many of the
most precious stones.

3 He gave them to understand that he had made great preparations for
the work, and laid up immense.quantities 6f gold, silver, copper, iron,
and other materials, to the amount, as Dean Prideaux says, of upwards
of 800,000,000!. sterling; all of which, together with the plans and
models of the edifice, the order and disposition of the several branches
of divine service, the courses of the priests and Levites; of the mu-
sicians, singers, and lE)orters; the plan for establishing judges and
courts of justice; with many other religious, civil, and mﬂ]itary regu-
lations, he now resigned up to Solomon, to be perfected as his wisdom
should direct. He requested them to assist his successor in so desira-
ble a work ; and that those who were inclined to contribute towards
the building should bring their free-will offerings into the treasury.
This exhortation inspired such a spirit of munificence in the rich men
of Israel, that they vied with one another in the richness of their pre-
sents towards building the Temple ; so that David had the pleasure to
see an incredible quantity of gold, silveg, and other metals, besides
precious stones, marble, porphyry, and other rich materials, brought
to him from all parts of the kingdom. (Univer. Hist., vol. ii., p.
406.)—EbI1TOR.

—
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When David (the king) was dead, and Solomon was
established on his throne, he resolved to carry into execu-
tion his father’s design, and to erect a temple to his great
Creator.

For which purpose he applied to Hiram, king of Tyre,*
for assistance, and having readily obtained a promise of
what he desired, and procured from thence and other parts
men and materials sufficient for his intentions, he began
this great and majestic fabric; and as method and order
are known and confessed to be essentials requisite in con-
ducting all great designs and undertakings, Solomon like-
wise partitioned the fellow-crafts into certain Lbdges, ap-
pointing to each, one to preside as a master, assisted by
two others as wardens, that they might receive com-
mands in a regular manner, take care of the tools and
jewels, and be duly paid, fed, clothed, &c. These ne-
cessary regulations being previously settled, to preserve
that order and harmony which would be absolutely ne-
cessary among so great a number of men in executing so
large a work, he also took into consideration the future
agreement and prosperity of the Craft, and deliberated -
on the best means to associate them by a lasting cement.

Now, brotherly love and immutable fidelity presented
themselve to his mind as the most proper basis for an
Institution whose aim and end should be to establish
permanent unity among: its members, and to render them
a society who, while they enjoyed the most perfect feli-
eity, would be of considerable utility to mankind. And,
being desirous to transmit it upder the ancient restric-
tions as a blessing to future dges, Solomon decreed
that, whenever they should assemble in their Lodges to
discourse upon and improve themselves in the arts and
sciences, or whatever else should be deemed proper topics

»
.

4 Dius, the historian, says, that the love of wisdom was the chief
inducement of that friendship which existed between Hiram and Solo-
mon ; that they interchanged difficult and mysterious questions relat-
ing to their several systems of Freemasonry, for the purpose of mutual
instruction. Alexander, the translator of the Syrian annals into
Greek, also informs us that, when any of these propositions exceeded
the king’s capacity, he referred them to Abdomenus the Tyrian, who
was also called Aymon, and Hiram Abiff, who *‘answered every device
that was put to him,” and even challenged Solomon, though the wisest
of Ea.rthly potentates, with the subtlety of the questions he proposed.
—Ebi1ToR. .
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to increase theirknowledge, they should likewise instruct
each other in secresy and prudence, morality and good
fellowship ; and for these purposes he established certain
peculiar rules and customs to be invariably observed in
their conversations, that their minds might be enriched
by a perfect acquaintance with, and practice of, every
moral, social, and religious duty, lest while they were so
highly honoured by being employed in raising a Temple
to the great Jehovah, they should neglect to secure to
themselves a happy admittance into the celestial Lodge,
of which the Temple was only to be a type.

Thus did our wise Grand Master contrive a plan, by
mechanical and practical allusions, to instruct the crafts-
men in principles of the most sublime speculative phi-
losophy, tending to the glory of God, and to secure to
them temporal blessings here and eternal life hereafter,
as well as to unite the Speculative and Operative Masons ;
thereby forming a twofold advantage from the principles
of geometry and architecture on the one part, and the
precepts of wisdom and ethics on the other. The next

circumstance which demanded Solomon’s attention ‘was,
" the readiest and most effectual method of paying the
wages of so vast a body of men, according to their
respective degrees, without error or confusion, that no-
thing might be found among the Masons of Sion, save
harmony and peace. This was séttled in a manner well
known to all regularly made Masons, and therefore is
unnecessary, as also improper, to be mentioned here.

These arrangements being adjusted,.the noble structure
was began and conducted with such grandeur, order, and
concord, as afforded Solomon the most exalted satisfac-
tion, and filled him with the strongest assurance that the
royal art would be further encouraged in future ages,
and amon%st various amgtions, from the excellencies of
this Temple, and the fame and skill of the Israelites, in
tllne bgauty and symmetry of architecture therein dis-

ayed. .

P He was likewise sensible that, when this building
should be completed, the craftsmen would disperse them-
selves over the whole earth,® and be desirous to perpetu-

» We havo a tradition that after the temple was finished, two bro-
thovs of ITiram Abiff were commissioned by the king of Tyre to take
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“ate, in the most effectual manner, the harmony and good
fellowship already established among them, and to secure .
to themselves, their future pupils, and their successors,
the honour and respeet due to men whose abilities were
so great and would be so justly renowned; in conjunc-
tion, therefore, with Hiram, king of Tyre, and Hiram
Abiff, the Deputy Grand Master, he concerted a proper
plan to accomplish his intentions, in which it was de-
terminéd that, in conformity to the practice of the royal
art, general distinguishing characteristics should be es-
tablished for a proof of their having been fellow-labour-
ers in this glorious work, to des