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in the Differtation at the end of this volume,
which was written to vindicate to fome of the
Autlior’s learned friends the explication he ventur-
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tions which is the fubje&t of the Fifth Difcourfe.










. DISCOURSES,

ILLUSTRATING THE PRINCIPLES, DISPLAYING
THE TENDENCY, AND VINDICATING
’ THE DESIGN,

( Copy right ﬁcvrd. )
' ANNO LUCIS,

!/ ¥8or.






492

PREFACE,

’

-

SeveraL of thefe difcourfes:
have been delivered before the
GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS
in the difcharge of my office of
GRAND CHAPLAIN. Some of them
have been already publithed, ina
pamphlet form, at the requeft
and for the accommodation of
the particular lodges at whofe
confecration they were deliver-
ed : but, as their circulation was

limited, many of the brethren
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who were defirous of perufing
them had not an opportunity.
To fatisfy the repeated applica-
tion of fuch, and to extend to
the public in general fome cor-
rect ideas of the facred charaller
and genuine principles of Free Ma-
fonry, I have been induced to
confent, to: the republication of:
. thofe difcourfes in_ which I en-
deavared to. obviate the mifrep-
refentations, confute the afper-
fious, and: allay the- prejudices
which hayve been fo induftrioufly
circulated to deftroy. the eredit
of the inftitution.

Some difcourfes are now added
- which I_declined publithing at
the time of their delivery; and
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others ave prepared for this vol-
unme to give it a fuitable variety
and: a refpeétable fize.

THE critic will doubtlefs find
thefe compofitions unequal and

defective. For this fome apolo-

gy muft be made. They were
written upon emergencies, upon
very fhort notice, and when there
was no leifure to fpare from the
prefling avocations, the laborious
duties, and the anxious cares, in
which their author was involved.

« Haecdcripfi, non otii abundantia, fed amoris.”

However they may be receiv-
ed by the Public, this I would
have remembered, that I have
endeavored in them to give a



viid INTRODUCTION. A
Jaithful delineation of the [pirit and
principles of FREE MASONRY ; ¢
fpeak that I do know, and teftify-
that I have feen;” and zhefe pages-
contain THE OPEN AND UNDISGUIS~
ED SENTIMENTS OF MY HEART.
N. B. In the hafte of tranferibing for the, prefs,
a note of interrogation was inferted at the end of the

fecond line of the 217 page, which the-reader will
pleafe to erafe.

e
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¢« Hec eft vera et indirupta FRATERNITAS, quee ani-
morum perfetione ac virtute conerefcit 5 cujus femel
initum feedus, nec defideriorum varietas, nec conten-
tiofa dirumpet contrarietas voluntatum : qua fratrem
veneratur devotum, corripit diflfolutum, praefentem
obfequitur, abfentem non rodit, fanum applaudit, in-
firmum non deferit, divitem gaudet, pauperum adju-
vat.” RaBANUS, fuper Matth. cap. ult.




DISCOURSE 1.

e ———————————respee
Meswvzasp AT BRIDGWATER, woveMaxk 3, 1797, AT TaER
CONSECRATION o¥ FELLOWSHIP LODGE.

PROVERBS xvir. 7. -

% 4 FRIEND LOVETH AT ALL TIMES ; AND 4
BROTHER IS BORN FOR ADVERSITY.”’

WHO does not know and feel
that man is ordained to converfe with his
brethren ; to impart to them what he is and
has ; to interchange his refletions and fen-
timents with theirs ? Who has not tafted the
pleafures of focial life, or been charmed with
the more intimate union of friendfbip ? There-
fore, who does not find in himfelf fufficient
impulfe to the ufe of the one, and the enjoy-
ment of the ather 2,

BoT whether this tendency to fociety pro-
cure us all the good it might ; whether there
be not fome forms in which a wife and
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benevolent man may derive from his compan-
ionable propenfities and affeGionate difpofi-
tions greater utility and more noble pleafures
than in their common application ; is a fub-
je& worthy of inveftigation.

Max is fond of focial life. But if the
fondnefs be without limitation it is extrav-
agant ; if it be not regulated it is unreafona-
ble. When the affections are diffufed indif-
criminately they become languid : When
confined to an individual objett they are
ftraitened and contracted. Like the rays of
light, if widely diverged, they are fcattered
and loft ; if concentrated in a very fmall
focus, they are intenfe : their real ufeis in a
due medium, where théy are collected fo as
to warm, to vivify, and te cheer ; not to
burn, effervefce, and confume.

¢ A FrIEND,” fays Solomon, * loveth at all
times.””  But how rare is fuch a friend !
‘When found, tried, and proved, how valua-
ble ! Well might an antient wife man advife
“ not to change a friend for any good, by no
means ; neither a faithful brother for the
gold of ophir.”* ¢ A brother is born for

® Ecclefiafticus vil. 18,
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qdverfity - but how feldom does he inherit a
difpofition for its duties !* So that the wife
man elfewhere advifes “ Go not into thy
brother’s houfe in the day of thy calamity,” {
adding, that there is greater reafon to ex-
pett afliftance from ﬁrangers than benefit
from relatives.

.

FrIENDsHIP wants not panegyrifts. Phi-
lofophers, hiftorians, orators, and poets have
made it their favorite theme, and dwelt upon
its praifes with enrapturing eloquence. There
have been found fome in all ages to decorate
its fhrine with the choiceft flowers of fancy,
and the moft exquifite ornaments of art.
And yet in all ages and at all times lamenta-
tions have been made of the felfifhnefs, the

® « Frater ne deferere fratrem, fratrum quoque rara gratia eft.”

By comparing the antient verfions, there is reafon to fuppofe
that the fame perfon is intended in both claufes of the fentence,
and that the real conftruction of the verfc is, Tax raiznp wao
LOVETH AT ALL TIMES, I3 BORN (tbat iz, .becomes, or proves) a
sroTHRR IXK apvemsiTy. This reading is fupported by Eszn
Ezna, MuNsTER, VATABLUS, and PaTaick. In like manner, it
has been obferved, that “though a Brether is not always a Friend,
y&t a Friead is always a Brother.”

The writer, in chooling the text, had reference alfo to the Chal-
dee paraphrafe, which is followed by the Targwm and the Tolwnd
Babylonicum, and adopted by the learned ScauLTENS. “ In omsi
tempore amat S0C10S werns ; ot ille IRATER off ad angufliam natus”

4 Prov. xxvii. z0.
B2
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infincerity, or the perfidy of profefled friends.
Few who have tried it have found it capable
of affording thofe high fatisfactions which are
attributed to it. Moft have fuffered from the
eventual worthlefsnefs of the bofom partner ;
or from his mean and interefted views, had
the fund of fenfibility and confidence with
which they commenced the attachment fairly
exhaufted. Their bleeding affections and in-
jured peace have given them too much caufe
to repent the truft they repofed with fuch
fond and implicit afiance. How many, too,
under the fpecious femblance of friendfhip,
¢ full of fair feeming,” have been betrayed
by their fond credulity, or precipitated by
their unfufpe@ting heedlefsnefs, into extrava-
gant attachments and pernicious intimacies !
And ah ! how many have been deceived and
undone by unprincipled companions, whom
they had cherifhed as virtuous friends |

THe fa& is, Friendthip, as it is known and
cultivated in the world, feldom arifes from a .
cool, difcriminating choice, founded on wortb,
and fanctioned by wirtue. Men revolt from
- fuch formal contradts, where the affections
muft wait for the flow approbation of the
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sudgment ; and the beart refirain its impulfes
or delay its regards, till reafon has been con.
fulted, and had opportunity to decide upon
the propricty of their fndulgence. Hence,
the connedtion of which we are fpeaking moft
commonly originates from cafual acquaint.
ance, the confequence, of a fimilarity of fen-
timents, fituations, or purfuits ; rendered
. more and more agrecable and intimate, as it
is found conducive to mutual convenience,
pleafure, or advantage. Sometimes it is little
elfe than the reciprocal negociations of inter-
eft, or mercenary exchange of fervices, which
the felfith employ to promote their advan-
tage. The intercourfe ceafes with the mo-
tive that gave it birth : as partnerfhips in
trade are diffolved when the fpecial obje& of
the firm has been effeted, or has failed.

TueRE are friends enough to be faithful, -
and brethren enough to love in the feafon of
profperity : to participate.our abundance, to
feaft on our plenty, and to rejoice in our de-
lights. But it is the moft deplorable: fate of
adverfity, that, when we are in the greateft
need of friends, it often puts them fartheft
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from us.* < Some men, fays the wife fon
of Sirach, are friends for their own occafion,
and will not abide in the day of trouble :
and there is a friend, who being turned to
enmity and reproach, will difcover thy re-
proach. Again, fome friend is 2 companion
at the table, and will not continue in the day
of aflition. In thy profperity he will be as
thyfelf, and will be bold over thy fervants ;.
but if thou be brought low, he will be againit
thee and hide himfelf from thy face. A friend
cannot be known in profperity ; and an ene-
my cannot be hidden in adverfity : in the
profperity of a man enemies will be grieved ;
but in his adverfity, even a friend will de-
- part.”’t ‘

In fhort, friendfhip is fo commonly found-
ed on felf-intereft, and in its utmoft purity is
fo much like felf-love ; it is fubject to fo many

* interruptions ; fo uncertain and fhort-lived ;
and withal is fo partial and limited an exer-
® Ut—comes radios per folis cuntibus umbra,
Cum latet hic preflus nubibus, illa fugit 3
Mobile fic fequitur Fortwnz lumina vulgus,

Quz fimul induci note teguntur, abit.
Ovi», Triff. 1.

4 Ecclus. vil. §—12. and xii. 8, 9. % In malis amicus deferit
amicum.” PravT.
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cife of the focial affe@tions and benevolent
difpofitions of our nature ; that we muft
abate much from the high praifes with which
it comes recommended to us, and expe& to
find it defective as a pure virtue. Hence,
perhaps, the total filence of the gofpel upon
this fubje@&. TFor it has been remarked that
¢ it is neither enjoined nor recommended in
any one fentence in the whole new tefta-
ment.” Chriftianity, to be fure, makes it
not a duty ; does not exprefsly inculcate it :
prefcribing, indeed, to its followers benevo-
"lence towards all, and univerfal kindnefs and
brotherly love, but not- difcriminate friendfbip,
which, ftrictly fpeaking, cannot be a perma-
nent obligation for a/l. It is not to be en-
joined, like juftice and general kindnefs. Its
rife and progrefs muft frequently depend on
circumitances and events that we. are not al-
ways able to influence or command. That
could not properly be made the objet of a
divine requifition, which is purely a matter
of free choice, and fo delicate in its nature as
to render the meeting of thofe who are qual-
ified for it altogether uncertain. So that
even very intelligent and worthy men, of a
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fweet and amicable difpofition, may and oft-
_en muft forego the attachments of this pecu-
Bar and appropriated alliance in their firicteft
intimacy and warmett cordiality ; not from
any fault of theirs, but from not finding eafi-
ly in others that perfe&t fimilarity of difpofi-
tion and coincidence of fentiment and regard
on which friendfhip is founded. And, in-
deed, “ to lavith on one obfe? that kindnefs
and affetion which ought to be diffufed a-.
mong the whole buman race, might well be
deemed a2 monopoly incompatible with that
free and general commerce of good offices
which the gofpel certainly meant to extend
to every quarter of the globe.”’*

On the other hand, though it be our in-
cumbent duty to love aLL and to do good
to ALL, even this is to be but as we have op-
portunity ; and it is fill to be underftood
that feme have a more fpecial claim upon our
efteem, and a more immediate need of our
afliftance. Widely as we extend the circle

® Bp. Poxtzus, in 2 fermon on John xiii. 23, has attempted
to prove, and he does it in a moft pleafing and ingenious man-
ner, that, although fricndfhip is not exprefsly enjoined in the gof-

pd, yet it is implicated in many of its precepts, and recommend-
ed in the ezamnple of the Savior.
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of our benevolent regards, univerfal and dife
interefted as our good will may be, yet it is
certain we can neither know the meed, noe
adminifter to the comfor?, of every individaals
- Ignorance of the former, and inability to the
latter, reftrain even our attempts. The very
circumftances of the cafe require 2 more
fpecial appropriation : while our reafon, our
inftin@s, and natural propenfities, lead us to
make choice of fome on whom to gratify
our kind inclinations and benevolent aQs,
‘where they may be induiged and applied
with dearer intereft and happier effe®. And
this may be done in entire confiftency with
that UNIVERSAL Law oF Love which the
gofpel enjoins.

It remains, then, that we inquire for fome
medium, where our affe@tions may be exercif-
ed without being partial and without being
indifcriminate. And how fhall we attain
this defirable mean between the diffufednefs
of general regard and the contractednefs of
. individual attachment, but in a jfeletion of
thofe among our acquaintance who poflefs
congenial hearts, mutual good difpofitions
and propenfities, and reciprocal ¢fteem and
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love ? Who are infpired with like ardor in
- the purfuit of wifdom, like zeal in the caufe
of virtue ? Of whom to form an affociation
which fhall partake of the liberal fpirit of
Philanthropy and the intimate union of Friend-
Jbip ; combining the benevolence of the one
- with the tendernefs of the other. And what
fociety anfwers fo exadtly to this defcription,
and unites {0 many of theft purpofes and ad-
vantages, as that of FRee Masons ? Founded
on a liberal and extenfive plan, its benigni-
ties extend to every individual of the human
race, and its adherents are colleted from
every nation under heaven. It invites to its
. lodges the fons of virtue, of love, and of
peace ; that it might conneét them by vows
of eternal amity in a moft facred, intimate,
and endeared alliance, and unite and invigo-
rate their beft endeavors for mutual and gen-
eral advantage.  Blending their refources in
2 common ftock, and forming a community
of interefts, it makes the profperity of each in-
dividual the objet of the whole, the profper-
ity of the whole the objeét of each individual.
How nearly does this approach the ftate of
the primitive Chriftians, who were  of one
heart and one foul, neither faid any of them
that aught of the things which he poflefled
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was his own, but they had all things com-
mon !” Were fuch the unanimity, love,
equality, generofity, and difintereftednefs, of
profefling Chriftians now, Free Mafonry
would be lefs neceffary among them. -

MoRrEeover, in the aflociation we are de-
feribing is alfo realized that conflancy of affec-
tion which friendthip boaftingly promifes,
but frequently fails to retain ; and that zen-
der fympathy which fraternal love ought ever
to exprefs. There is to be found < the

. friend that loveth at all times, and the broth-

er that is born for adverfity,”” And fuch are
the .mutual relations and conneétions which
compofe the fodality,* that ¢ if one member -
fuffer all the members fuffer with it, and if
one member rejoice all the members rejoice
with it.” '

THe order, though compofed of perfons
from various countries, feparated by all the
natural barriers which prevent men from
running into coherent mafles, yet feems to
be one body attuated by one foul. Thou-
fands and thoufands have one heart, one

ou meumw;-c dylce fodalitium !  CatuL.
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hand ; the heart of bencvo!ence, the hand of
charity.’

Swesy are its ufes in adverfity ! Then,
when the offices of general Philantbripy would
not reach us ; or our fbare in its benignities
be inadequate to our need : when Friendfbip
grows cold, and its moft zealous profeflor
forfakes us ; Mafonry triumphs in the exer-
cife of -its lovely charities. The mobleft
fphere-of its operation is in redreffing the ca-
Iamities of negle@ed, injured, merit ; invef-
tigating the wants and fupplying the need
of indigence, relieving pain, pitying and
foftening infirmity ; admiring and foftering
virtue. - Yes, the #tree Maofon (and all who
are not fo fhould not be numbered among
us,) the true Mafon looks as mwch to the
welfare of his colleague as to his own ; feels
more fatisfattion when he can give him af-
fifkance, when he can benefit him or fuffer
for him, than when he receives help or fa-
vars from him ; and is moft forward to re-
lieve him when his occafion is moft urgent
and his ability to requite the favor appears
the leaft. He is emphatically the ¢ brother
born for' adverfity.” ¥ his means of affift-
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ance are fmall, and his powers of relief lim-
ited, he will at leaft difcover thofe foft and
gentle attentions, and that tender and heart
Yelt compaffion, which footh the diftrefs he
cannot remove, and bathe with tears the
wound he cannot heal. He remains true
and faithful to his brother when he can pro.
cure him no more profit and afiord him no
more help, and has no tribute to make him
but fighs of fympathy and tears of pity. He
forfakes not his bed of languifhment. He
flays to fupport his drooping head, to catch
his expiring breath, and to clofe his eyes
with the laft offices of fraternal affeion.
Nor does hislove ceafe to a& in his brother’s
behalf becaufe his fpirit is departed, and his
perfon is no more an objec of neceflity. It
is fironger than death. It is the inheritance
of his family. It fympathr.zes in the forrows
of his bereaved relations, inquires out their
neceflities, and ftrives to be all that to them
which he was in kindnefs and in care.

Sucn are the offices of Free Mafonry in
adverfity. Such its affeftion and its fympa-
thy. What fweet cordials may thus be in-
fufed even into the bittereft forrows of life !
‘What cheering light fpread over the dark-
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nefles that furround it ! With what vigor
and courage will it infpire the weary and
heavy laden heart ! With what a lenient hand
will it bind up its wounds ; with what ani-
mating encouragements awaken its hopes !
To this kind end, what attention, what afli-
duity, what complacency, what indulgence,
what facrifice, is too inconfiderable or too
great ! And what repays and rejoices more
than when we fee the fuffering brother fuffer
lefs, fuffer more compofedly, or fuffer no
more ; when we can fee him reftored,
ftrengthened, cheered, and fatisfied ; again
in pofleflion of the comforts of life.

Tais, I am bold to fay, is the genuirre fpirit
of our inftitution. Thefe are its appropriate
fervices, its peculiar duties. In this philan-
thropic affetion, and in thefe benevolent
and gentle cares, does it endeavor, by the in-
culcation of forceful precept and the exhibi-
tion of affeting example, to inftru® and
exercife its attentive and faithful difciples :
exciting the generous difpofition of love ;
adding to brotherly kindnefs, charity ; con-
firming the habits of difinterefted benefi-
cence ; and prompting ¢ the capacious with
that pants for univerfal good.”
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Nor that I would by any means be un-
derftood to intimate that thofe who are not
of the fodality may not be as .confpicuous in
all thefe amiable regards as thofe that are :
but only that our inftitution adds to the law
.of our natures and the requifitions of our
moft excellent religion, another and prevail-
ing inducement to their obfervance. So
that to fay “ an uncharitable or unkind Pree
Mafon® implies a grofs contradittion : and if
fuch an one there be, he has dode violence
to his profeffion, and is an odious excrd'-
cénce on our fociety. -

Heae indulge me the freedpm of one re-
mark. Inafmuch 3s Mafonry is profeffed in
thofe nations which have not yet been con-
verted to the Chsiftian faith, and 3s it
enkindles benevalence and excites virtue
accprdant with the genius of the Gofpel, it
may eventually have no inconfiderable ten.
dency towards introducing and propagating
among them that moft glorious fyftem of
revealed truth ; at leaft by humanizing the
difpofition, foftening the mamners, and re-
moving the prejudices, may prepare the way

c
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for that moft defirable event.* -1 hazard
this obfervation; with more confidence from-
knowing that the suBLIME GRADES, tO
which all the initiated with fo much eager-
nefs-afpire, do in fa& imply the knowledge:
and cannot be attained but through “the ac-
knowledgment of Chriftianity.t '

FinaLLy ; with confiftent views of our
Society even the prejudiced will forego their
diflike. They muft acknowledge that the
blunders of its'ignorant or the vices of its
degenerate members do not indicate defe@ nor
prove bafenefs in the inftitution itfelf. Aswe
do not know the heart, we may be deceived,
and unhappily adopt the unworthy. As we
cannot alter the nature nor control the paf-
fions of men, there may be fome among us
whom our perfuafions have been ineffectual to
meliorate or our injun&ions to reform ; who
¢ remember not the brotherly covenant,”} or

® 8o 8t. John the Baptift, the firft Chriftian Mafon, was com-

miffioned to prepare the way of the Lord ; to fmooth the way
and remove the obfirnQions to the introduion of his truth, -~

4+ Particularly the % Companions of the Holy Sepulchre” and
the “ Koights of St. John of Jerofalem.”

‘ML9C
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difregard its bonds. We lament thefe un-
fortunate circumftances. We pity our weak,
and reprobate ourcorrupt brethren. We are
forry too, that the world is fo difpofed to
treat us céntemptuoufly on their account.
Still we comfort ourfelves with the hope that
the candid will fée where the error lies, and
not withhold honor from thofe to whom it is
due ; while we are affured that every friend
of enlightened reafon and re&ified humanity
will approve and patronize our focial plan,
Herein we this day indulge a livelier joy, and
felicitate the members of the newly eretted
lodge on the happy occafion.

Riglt Worfbipfl Master, Wor/bipfal WAaRD-
ENS, Refpecied OFricERs, and Beloved
BreTHREN of Fellowfbip Lodge,

Your joy is the joy of us all. Pure be
the pleafures of your union, increafing the
profperity of your lodge! Ever may you
exhibit for each other, and for every mem-
ber of the Mafonic family, that conffangy of
affection which fignalizes the friend who lov-.
eth atall times, and that zendernefs of fympathy
which defignates the brother who is born -
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for adverfity. In all that is affe@tionate and
all that is neble may you excel! ‘And let
your confpicuous virtues diffufe besuty and -
lufire over your own charadters and that of
the Society to which you belong !

Tue appearance of two Grand Lodges on
this occafion is an happy exemphﬁca,uon of
Mafonic union’ and harmony, and an addi-
tional fource of pleafure to us all.* Lef me
be honored as the organ of fraternal con-
- gratulation on the pleafing circumitance.

THe very large colletion. of refpectable
brethren gives a dignified afpect to the day.
I falute them all with fraternal affe&ion.t
May the honor our inftitution derives from
their patronage, and our feftival from their
prefence, be repaid in all thofe ats and
expreflions of refpect with which we delight
to venerate the worthy, the wife, the emi.
nent, and the good !

* The Grand Lodge of Maflachufetts, under the M. W. Pavr
Rzvere, Bfq. Grand Mafter, was joined by the M. W. Janxa
BowzN, Efg. Chancellor of the College, and late Governor uof the

State of Rhode-Ifland, at the head, with feveral members, of the
Grand Lodge of that'State.

+ ¢ Quon ego dilexi fraterno more fodales.”

-
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May we all love fervently as Chriftians
and as Brethren, walk as children of the
ight, keep the unity of the fpirit in the
bonds of peace, and by ative, graceful, and
exemplary virtue be trained up for, and
hercafter admitted to, tbe Society of the Perfect
in the Temple not made with hands eternal
in the hcavcns !

1

c2
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« Jam orator aderat—veniamque rogavit,
Pacifereque many xaxox pretendit OLiva.”
VIRGIL, En



DISCOURSE 1I1.

e S T AN

Dasiveasd a7 OXPORD, sxrTEMBER 33, 1798, AT THEZ COMSEr
CRATION or TBx OLIVE BRANCH LODGE.

LUKE 11. 14.

€€ GLORY TO GOD IN TNE HIGHEST, AND ON E4RTH
PEACE AND GOOY WILL YOWARDS MEN.”

THE Angelic hofts, bringing « good
tidings of great joy which fhall be to all peo-
ple,” defcended to earth from their fpheres
of celeftial glory to announce the arrival of
the long expected Meffiah ;  the defire of all
nations.” They came as the retinue of the
Heavenly Prince, to honor his miffion, and
congratulate mankind on his advent. Tranf-
ported with the happy'profpe&s which were
now opening to the view of the world, they
pronounced “ peace on earth and good will
towards men,” to be the defign and legit-
imate fruits of this new difpenfation. The

AN
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.words of our text form the choral fong with
which they celebrated an event fo glorious
to Gobp, fo aufpicious to man; exprefs the
matter, as well as ground and reafon of their
acclamations of joy ; and fupply a fit topic
of difcourfe before an inflitution which
breathes the fame fentiment, and co-operates
with the fame plans of benevolence and
. peace. In commenting upon them, we fhall
confider how they are indicative of the
defign and effe@ of the Chriftian Religion ;
and then apply them to the purpofes of the
prcfent aflembling, by fthewing how expref-
five they are of the pacific and benevolent
difpofition of Free Mafonry.

LET us, firf, examine the peaceful genius
" and tendency of the caersyian zELIGION.

THe many prophecies, in the Old Teffament,
‘which relate to the Meffiah, and intimate the
defign and foretel the effe® of his miffion,
uniformly fpeak of him as coming to re-
fore peace on earth, and to promote the -
beft temporal and fpiritual interefts of man-
kind. They give him the title of the
Prince of peace.”*. They declare, that ¢ of
the increafe of his government and peace

¢ Haiah ix. 6.



of Free Mafoury. 43
there thall be no end.”* They deferibe the
genius and sufpicious influence of that do-
minion which he will exercife, (after the
oriental manner) by a beautiful aflemblage
of exquifite and expreflive imagery ; com-
paring its effets in reconciling the moft

hoftile, and reforming and taming the moft
" favage difpofitions, to a foftening of brutal
natures ; to < the wolf and the leopard, no .
longer fierce, lying down with the lamb and
the kid ; the calf and the young lion led in
the fame peaceful band, and that by a little
child ; the hcifer and the fhe bear feeding
together, and lodging their young, of whom
they ufed to be fo jealous, in the fame place ;
and all the ferpent kind becoming fo harm.-
lefs that the fucking child may fafely put his
hand on the bafilifk’s den, and play on the
hole of the afpic.”f Finally, it was prom-
ifed that the Meffiah thould come to publith
peace,} and to eftablith with mankind ¢ the
covenant of peace.”]|

® Mai. ix. 7.
160 xi 6—9. * The Greck snd Latin Poets have painted

their Golden Age in very beautiful colors, but the exquifite ime
agery of Haish flands unequalled and inimitable.”

Surrn’s Susmmary View of the Prophets, page 39
1 1ai. i 9. N;l)mi. 15, § I liv. 20, Eaek.gniv. 10



46 Reigios Chorofler, W'.

by exxiting every virtue, and cherithing
every difpofition’ conducive to the mutual
interefts, and conciliatory of the mutual re-
gards of mankind. :

Onz great objed of chriftianity is to open
the heart, improve the focial affetions, and
render man benevolently difpofed towards
all his fellow beings ; to promote the moft
friendly intercourfc and kind offices ; to
citablith human fociety in peace and good
order ; and to contribute to the fecurity,
comfort, and truc enjoyment of this life, as
well as to lead men to eternal happinefs and
glory beyond the gravé. The fyftem itfelfis
univerfal benevolence and philanthropy. = Its
pacific nature and amicable tendency will
clearly appear, if we examine its general
firuQure, or confider the fpirit of its laws.
It recommends an affetionate temper and
demeanor, reprefles ill will and injuries of
every kind and degree, and forbids every a&
by which the peace or enjoyment of our
ncighbor may be interrupted. ¢ Follow
peace with all men ;”* «if it be poffible, as
much as licth in you live peaceably with all

* Heb. xii. 14.
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-men 3* “ have pesce one with another ;t
fludy the things which make for peace;”}
are familiar and frequent injunioms, are
leflons which perpetually recur in the writ-
ings of the New Teftament.

By enjoining it upon us to do unto others
as we would they thould do unto us, it regu.
lates the pradice of all the known focial du-
ties ; . prefcribes the proportion and afcertains
the meafure of juflice, mercy, or benevo-
lence which we ought to mete out to others
upon all occafions, and makes cven the prin-
ciple of felf-love the moft effetual means of
pointing .out and prompting us to afls of

" honefty, humanity, and juftice. By bidding
us love our enemies, blefs thofe who curfe
us, do good to thofe who defpitefully ufe us,
and pray for thofe who perfecute us, it re.
ftrains the refentful pafions, prevents retali-
ation and revenge, and leads to reconciliation

and peace.

So that in this religion there is nothing
hoftile to the peace of fociety, or the happi-
nefs of mankind : But, on the contrary, all its

® Rom. xii. 18. 4 Mark iz, s0. { Rem. xiv. 29,
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influence is on the fide of human felicity.
And it is certain, that, the mare chriftianity
is known and fdllowed, the more will men
become improved, and the fewer will be thedr
contentions, corruptions and crimes: The
more mild will be their governments, the
more equitable their laws, and the more fe-
‘cure and lafting their national profperity.

IN every country over which chriftianity
-has fpread its peaceful and conciliating influ-
ence, it has meliorated the whole conftitu-
-tion of focicty ; reftified its general codes and
inftitutions ; mixed with the civil arrange-
‘tnents and focial habits of life ; and difplayed
its effeftsin common tranfa&ions and private
intercourfe, im every fcene of public engage-
ment oxr domeftic enjoyment. ¢ It has foften-
-ed the tyranny of kings and the rigor of the
{aws’; and refirained the pride of ambition,
the horrors of war, and the infolence of con-
queft.”*  Thus has it been the caufe of genu.
ine and efficient benefit to mankind. And
we may confidently aflert, that, were the gof
pel univerfally received, rightly underftood,
and confcientioufly pra&tifed, under its mild

* PoxrTRUS,
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dominion, theze would be nowars nor fight-
ings; mo tyraney, civil or religious; no in-
juflice, envy, aor malice ; a0 public or private
wrongs : But peace and love, freedom and.
benevalence, would blefs the whole world.
What a change would takg place in the con-
dition of mankind, were chriftianity to obtain
fuch an extenfive influence, fuch a glorious
triumph ! How profperous and happy ‘would
all nations bein “ the abundance of peace !

Such is the peaceful genius and tendnncir )
of the chriftian difpenfhtion !

I'wiLL now clofe my difcourfe by obfer‘;’ing
that the language of our text is alfo the ex.
prcﬁion of FREE Masonzrr.

Tuis inflitution indpires its members with
the moft exalted ideas of Gop, and leads to
the exercife of the moft pure and fublimé
piety. A reverence for the fupreme Being,
the grand archite& of nature, is the ele. -
mental life, the primordial fource of all its
principles, the very fprmg and fountam of alt
its vn'tu:s

D
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It interefts us, alfo, in the dutiesand ene
gagements of humanity ; produces an affec-
tionate concern for the welfare of all around
us; and, raifing us fuperior to every felfihh
view, or party prejudice, fills the heart with
an unlimited good will to man.

Aww its plans are pacific. It co-operates
with our blefled religion in regulating the

tempers, reftraining the paffions, fweetening .

the difpofitions, and harmonizing the difcord-
ant interefts of men ; breathes a fpirit of uni-

verfal love and benevolence ; adds one thread

more to the filken cord of evangelical charity
which binds man to man; and feeks to in-
twine the cardinal virtues and the chriftian
graces in the web of the affeftions and the
drapery of the condué. " In its bofom flows

cheerily the milk of human kindnefs; and

its heart expands with love and good will.

It wears ¢ the ornament of a meek and quiet
fpirit.” In one hand it holds out #ke olive
branch of peace ; and in the other the liberal

donation of charity.

WHiLe Mafonry thus aids the caufe of vir-
tue by giving additional weight to moral ab-
ligations ; it promotes public happinefs, by
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enjoining a ready fubmiffion to the whole-
fome laws and regulations of civil fociety.

In all countries, and in all ages “ zhe true
and accepted” have been found to condué as
peaceable citizens, and acknowledged to be
the firm and decided fupporters of goed or-
der, government, and religion. How much,
then, are we fupprized to find oppofers to an
affociation whofe whole law is peace, and
whofe whole difpofition is love; which is
known to difcourage by an exprefs prohibi-
tion the introdudtion and difcuflion of politi-
cal or religious topics in its affemblies ; and
which forbids in the moft pofitive and folemn
manner all plots, confpiracies, and rebellions.
But, notwithitanding the ignorant miftake,
and the prejudiced cenfure the fociety, we
are perfuaded that its rea/ character is too
well known, and its-credit too well fupport-
ed, to be injured by their mifreprefentations,
or deftroyed by theirinve&ives. When they
charge us with demoralizing principles, we
will tell them that fome of the moft ortho.
dox and refpefable Clergymen are of our or-
der ; and when they impute to us diforgan-
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izing attempts, we. will remind.them that
WASHINGTON is our patron and friend.

« Lirtre thould we deferve the name of-
the fons of peage, if we violated our allegiance
as fubjets ; much lefs. thould we merit the
proteition of the legiflature, if we gave the
flighteft encouragement to machinationg
againft the national tranquillity, or the
poifonous breath of feditious calumny.”*
To depart from evil and do good ; uni.
formly to follow after the things that make
for peace, and things whereby we may edify
one angther ; and to promote, as far as we
can, the general welfare of the community
to which we belong, and of mapkind at
large ; is at once our chara&terifti¢ profeffion,
our duty, our intereft, and our praife. And
while we thus feel and a&, and.are thus
known to the world, we may be perfeQly
cafy about thofe unfriendly fuggeftions which
have been propagated againft the fociety. ;
which, however, none will believe who read

* Dr. WATKINS' chargc at the cxpulfion of a mafon in Eng-
land, who bad. « perfifted in declaiming on flate afairs, is a maa.

ner which was calculated to excite difaficction to Government,”
8vo. Lond. 2796.
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eur cosftitations, and none will fear who
fee our condudt.

ReMeMBERING, my beloved brethren,
that “ pieTy TowarDps GOD the glorious
mafter-builder of the univerfe, and rove 'ro
MANKIND, are the two grand immoveable pil-
hars which fupport the fabric of Mafonry,”*
mdy your hearfs ever glow with the warm-
eft emotions of piety and the nobleft fenti-
ments of bencvolence.

I saLuTE the officers and brethren of the
lodge this day publicly prgadized, with fra-
ternal affeGion. ¢ Peace be unto you, and
peace to your helpers.”f Pleafant be your
hours of private intercourfe ; bleft be their
tendency and happy their effects.

Unpzr the peaceful fhade of your flour-
ifhing oLIVE BRANCH may you find refrefh-
ment. Fair be its promifing flowers, and
plentiful its rich fruits! And may the falu-
tary oil it diftils, heal all the wounds which
care, trouble, or calumny may make in your
hearts ; and, like the precious ointment on

* Antient Mafonic Conftitutions, Chap. 1.§. 2. ¢ 1 Chron. xii. 18.
D2
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the head of Aaron, make your face to thine
with gladnefs, and diffufe far around you
the grateful and reviving perfume’ of honor,
praife, and glory ! '

Peace be within the walls, and profperity
to the interefts of every lodge ! Peace to the
brethren: And “ may the Gop of peace
himfelf give us peace always by all means 1’

AMEN!
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¢« Bleft are the soxs of PEACE, |
‘Whofe hearts and hopes are one,
Whofe kind defigns to love and pleafe
Through all their ations run.”

WATTS.
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Druverep ot WRENTHAM, ocTosEx 10, 1798, AT THE con-
SecRATION or MONTGOMERY LODGE or Frankiin,

= — e —— ..~ N
ROMANS x1v. 19.

€¢ LET US,“THEREFORE, FOLLOW AFTER THE THINGS
WHICH MAKE FOR PEACEy AND THINGS WHERE-
WITH ONE MAY EDIFY ANOTHER.”

. THE Apoftle, perceiving that fome
diflenfions had arifen between the jewith and
gentile converts with regard to the perpetu-
ity of the hebrew ritual and the obfervance of
its ceremonies, in this chapter aflumes the of-
fice of peace-maker. He attempts to allay the
uncharitable {pirit they difcovered, and warm.
ly recommends to the brethren the exercife
of mutual forbearance, candor, charity, and
love. And to reftrain their cenforioufnefs,
and thew them the impropriety of judging
and condemning each other, he reminds them
that they muft all ftand before the judg-
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ment feat of Chrift, to whom alone men are
accountable for their religious principles and

Tae paflage chofen for our text is one of
his friendly cautions. It calls them away
- from emulations and ftrife, and folicits their
utmoft ' endeavors in the premotion of mu-
tual peace and edification.

TrEe recommendation is proper, not only
for thofe to whom it was immediately ad-
drefled, but for chriftiansin all ages. Indeed,
fo long as men will think and a& different-
ly, and diflike and difpleafe each other for
doing fo ; fo long as jarring interefts and dif-
cordant paffions divide and difturb them ;—
fo long will it be neceffary to recal their atten-
tion to the duties of love, the advantages of
union, and the charms of peace. And fuch s
the humble obje&t of the prefent difcourfe.
In purfumg it, I fhall attempt to explain the
duty here recommended, in general terms ;
and then fhew how it belongs to »s in our
INDIVIDUAL, SOCIAL, CHRISTIAN, and MASON
1C charallers.
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1. To purfue the things which make for
peace and mutual advantage, is, in general
terms, to endeavor {fo to demean ourfelves,
in the various ftations and offices of life, as to
promote 2 friendly underftanding and corref-
pondence among thofe with whom we con-
wverfe ; and to prevent, as much as poffible,
all miftakes and jealoufies, all contentionsand
ftrife.

SucH are the imperfeions of our nature,
fuch the diverfities or prejudices of our educa-
tion, and in fuch different lights do we fee
'the fame thing, that it is not probable we ever
fhould concur exa&ly in the fame opinions.
Yet that we fthould make allowances for thefe
things, and exercife charity and candor for
cach other, is but reafonable and juft: ef-
pecially fince the things in which we all agree
are vaftly greater and of higher importance
than thofe in which we differ. Therefore,
to cenfure or condemn others, becaufe they
think differently from us in fmall or indiffer-
ent matters, is as unreafonable as to be dif~
atisfied with them becaufe they have not our
features or complexion.
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BUT, to be fmore partlcul'ar, ot

1. N order to promote the amlcable and
pecific. difpefition and conduét -our text
recommiends, ‘We ought, as INDIVIDUALS, ta
make it our habitual endeaver-to ouluvatc
ant® cherifh all thofe mild and friendly difpo-
fitions which bring ferenity imto our own
bofoms and diffufe it to all around us ; and
to fupprefs and reftrict all thofe inclinations
and paflioris * which inflathe our fenfe of
injuries, or excite a fpirit of refentment,
unkindnefs, ot amimofity. Evety Tuft, paf-
ﬁon, and inordinate affe&ion, tends to create
difcord and fow diflenfion. ~From pride
cométh ‘contention ; from ambition, warg
and fightiiigs : and difcontent, envy, anger,
" and malice, ate thofe roots of bitternefs
which fpring up and are fruitful in all the
diforders of private, fotial, and public life.

Waorver is not at peace with his own
félf, will never be at-peace with his fellow
creatures. ‘

Ir the heart be full of rancor, thé con-
dué will be full of malignity. '
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Bot he ‘who is kindly affe§ioned, who
hath tlie rule ower his:own- fpirit, will be
under:no temptation to difturdb the peace. of
his nrighbor.. His: carriage will be always
inoffepfivie;. his manners gentle, and his con-
du& oblging. And thus will ie' conciliate
wuniverfal efimation and love, aid the caufeiaf
general” harmony and peage, and edify. all
around hiorby his. goud dtfpoﬁuon, enmpk,
and condu®, . L

11. IN our seciaL chara&er ‘dand relatxons
we ought, alfo, to purfue the plans of peace
and, mutual edification.

Mex ave. bom for fociety, ind deﬁgned as
helps. and comfhrts to -each other. Strifes
and debates, refentment and wrath, are it
cordant with- this original deftination- and
intent. They unfociaize man They e
deftrudive of:all unian-and harmony

THE very ‘pature. and fituation, the fhtes-
efts and happinefs of minkind, fhew the im-
portance and neceflity of purfuing the things
which make for peace, and things wherethh
one may edify another.
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Tue duty itfelf implies mutual love and
charity. He who obferves it will be kind
and condefcending. His heart will glow
with benevolence.. His arms will be extend-
«ed to the large embrace of philanthropy, or
the liberal beftowment of generofity. In his
"intercourfe with his fellow men he will thew
the moft obliging attention to their concerns,
and the moft a&ive readinefs to promote their
welfare. He will not needlefsly give nor
take offence. He will ufe great compliance"
in all matters of indifference, and rather
fuffer inconvenience than excite uneafinefs.
He is not eafily provoked, but fuffereth long
and is kind. He expeéts to meet witht little
affronts, and to have to deal fometimes with
difobliging tempers. But he is not apt quickly
and upon every flight occafion to conceive a
difpleafure, or to take fire at every provoca-
tion or negle&t. He will pacify the refentful
by a foft anfwer, or difarm them by an
obliging courtefy. In fhort, he is defirous
and ready upon all occafions to make up difs
ferences, to re&ify mifunderftandings, to
foften prejudices and to reftore barmony
and good will between any perfons and in
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any cafes which fall within the compafs of
hisknowledge. -

Sucn is the charalter of him who endeav-
ors as much as lieth in him to live peace-

ably with all men, and ta promote their
"peace and welfare. |

As members of sivil _/‘oaay it beoomes us,
likewife, to lead quiet and peaceable lives;
to promote the public tranquillity and prof-
perity ; to pay a due'regard to the laws of
our country, to fhew a high refpect.to our
rulers, and a generous confidence. in. their
wife adminiftration, to avoid a faiious and
party fpirit ;* and, by. proving ourfelves at-
all times the friends of order and of peace, to
build up and fuftain our national fccunty
liberty, and independence.

1v. CHRISTIANS, more efpecially, fhould
follow after the things which make for peace
and tend to mutual edification. ley owe
this to the common caufe of the gofpel.
* # % Donare inimicitias Reipublice™—1ts facrifise al¥ privats -

mofties aad difcords to the puilic good, was the advice of the antient
Romans for the fecurity of their civil flate,
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They are by their profcflion all ¢ members of
one'body,” called * in onc hope,” fervants
of ¢ one Lord,” difciples of the fame heav-
énly teacher, inftructed in ¢ one faith,” in-
troduced in ¢ one baptifm,”” and confecrated
to the « one Gop and father of all ;” par-
takers of the fame promifes, and fellow heirs
to the fame glorious inheritance. 'What
bonds of union are thefe ! What confidera~
tions can prevail to divide thofe thus com.
‘need. together by the moft facred ties!
Shall they not always love with “ one heart
and one foul,” and ¢ koep. the unity of faith
in the bonds of peace !”” €onvinced of the

propriety of fuch a temper and conduét of .
love and charity, let us, my fellow chriftians,
make it the fixed purpofe of our hearts to
avoid all ftrifes and. contentions ; to facrifice
all little party diftin&tions for mutual edifica-
tion, for advancing the common intereft ;

to cultivate and cherith the kind affetions ;
and to do all in our power to promote and
preferve concord and unanimity, harmony
and peace, that we may  excel to the edify-
ing of the church,” and in the * love of the
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brethren  And be it remembered, that,
while we follow after the things which make
for peace, we adorn the holy religion we
profefs, as well as evidence to the world that
we belong to that Jefus who is ¢ the Prince
of peace,” and who has faid that all men
may know his difciples by the love they bear
to one another. So that Love’is the badge
and mark of the true chriftian: prace is his
difpofition,and EDIFICATION his defire.

AcxNowLEDGED and accepted in this chars
adter as the « children of Gop,” may we all
hereafter fhare ¢ the fruits of righteouinefs
which are fown in peace for them that make
peace,” in 2 world where goodnefs- flourifhes
in blifs etcmal‘ '

v. Lasszr. Aswmasonslet usnever neg.
le& to purfue the things which make for
peace and mutual cdification. The very
genius and defign of our inftitution affign us

® Pope Alexander, in aletter recommending Peace between thé
kinge of France and England, in 1163, bas the following excellent
semark : * Inter cmtera bona, que hominem amabilem proximis,
@ placidiam Deo reddunt, illud fpecialiter acceptum fore credi-
Tans, quod carmum«hbumfem,ummmcuhm

operatur.”
Rrmes, Paders, tom 1, p. 2.
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this duty : its credit and profperity demand
it of us. Recolle&t for one moment, my
brethren, the peculiar {pirit, the appropriate
objeét of our affociation. Is it not to form
us to the habits and the moft liberal exercife
of charity and candor, forbearance and placa-
bility, humanity and peace ? Are we not in-
ftructed to wear ¢ the ornament of a meek
and quiet fpirit,” and to retain ¢ the law of
kindnefs in our mouth * Are we not in-
ftructed not orily to « dwell together in uni-
ty,” but to  follow peace with all men :"
not only to ¢ bear one another’s burdens,”
but to « fulfil the whole law of love :” not
only to make the kindeft allowance for a
brother’s infirmities, but to condefcend to
the peculiarities of other men, excufe their
imperfetions, and apologize for their fail-
ings ? Yes ! We are taught to fupprefs pri-
vate prejudices and party fpirit; to forget
animofities and to liften to the voice of rec-
onciliation 3 to foften into gentlenefs and
complaifance, fympathy and love ; and to
prepare for all the duties of univerfal benevo- _
lence. And muft not the cultivation of
fuch difpofitions and habits have the moft
happy influence on general fociety ? Muft
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not men thus inftru@ted be the friends of fo-
cial tranquillity and public happinefs ? Cer-
tainly ! And FREE MAsSONs have always prov.-
ed fo. For ages they have maintained this
charaGer and merited this praife. And we
may be affured that all fufpicions or declara-
tions to the contrary, are unfounded, unde~
ferved, and unjuft. Be it your care, my
beloved brethren, to thew that they are fo,
by a condu& that will refle® honor upon
the order. Shun whatever would fix a ftig-
ma on its chara@er, or raife a doubt of its
worth. ¢ Walk in wifdom towards them
that are without.” Do not needlefsly excite
their jealoufies, nor willingly provoke their
difpleafure. Convince the world, by an
amiable deportment, a wife demeanor, and a
good example, that while Mafonry difcour-
ages all imprudence and forbids all vice, it
affifts the progrefs and the perfetion of hu-
man virtue and happinefs.

Tue officers and brethren of the lodge
this day confecrated will be pleafed to accept
my affe@ionate falutations.

I coNGRATULATE you on the aufpicious
occafion ! May all joy and happinefs ever
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attend you | May the beauteous edifice* you
are crefling, be the fanQuary of rzsyy, the
afylum of rzzrus, the delightful sbode of
-#ove ! There may wispom exalt ber throne <
there “ reign szzsnvcs and rPracs I And
may you improve the infiru@live ledures of
the craft 1o the beft pnrpofes, and with the

_bappict offet ; till, having pafed the trials of
this probationary flate, you fhall be raifed to
the temple not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens, where all is harmony, and love,
and blifs, uninterrupted and eternal !

¢ FinaLry, brethren, farewell. Be pers
fe&, be of good comfort, be of one mind,
live in peace ; and the God ‘of love and
peace be with you I”  Amen,

* The members of Montgomery Ledge havy ore@ed and are

finithing 3 large’ and bandfome building for their Affcmblics, in
the town of Franklin,
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" DISCOURSE 1V.

Ow THE resTIVAL Or St, JOHN THE EVANGELIST ; Yox TEE
purrosz or CHARITY,

4

REMOTE from thofe contefts and
revolutions which make Europe one vaft
aceldama, we, my brethren, have opportu-
nity, in thefe happy retreats of liberty and
peace, to unite in thofe mild plans whofe
unoftentatious objeét is charity, and whofe
humble effe& is individual and focial benefit.
And we now affemble to celebrate the fefti-
val of ¢ the difciple whom JESUS loved *’—
HOLY 34INT y0HN, the patron of our order;
with the more exprefs purpofe of calling into
exercife the wirtues wbhich JESUS lwed ; pe.
NEVOLENCE AND cHARITY ; the diftinguithing
chara&eriftics of the mafonic inftitution.

WEeRe there nothing congenial in the
fentiments of the liberal, were there noth-
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ing affimilating in the tempers of the be.
nevolent, that mind muft furely be warped
from every generous impulfe of humanity,
which is not gladdened at the fair accafion
the prefent offers of copgratulating the

- progrefs of a fociety formed with the exprefs
defign of leflening the aggregate of human
mifery and increafing the fum of human
happinefs,

Tris is your folemn, yet joyous feftival,
my brethren. Not the feal in which appe-
tite is pampered or fenfuality indulged ; but
where the moral tafte is grauﬁcd and the
bowels of mercy refrefthed: the feaft tg
which the poor and the affliGted are invited,
that their wants may be fupphcd; and theig
hearts comforted

So well am I affured of your readinefs to
every good work of hofpitality and benefi-
cence, that I have little elfe to do than ta
aflit your kind offices and fecond your en-
deavors. Ir my prefent addrefs, I pretend
pot to inflru® youin a duty already familiar
and in happy operation; but fhakt only take
the liberty of “ ftirring up your pure mipds
by way of remembraace,” and of pointing



o Free Mafuary, - 7

out thofe channels in which your baynty
will flow with the moft cerfain advantagg
and permanept effel.  As a text to my dif
courie, (if it be not too late to intraduce
oae,) I would yle thofe words inferted in the
85th veple of the xxvth chapter of LEVITh
CUs, :

—t¢ Iy THY BROTHER BR WAXAN POOR-AND
FABEEN INTO DECAY WITH THEE, TROU SEALT
RBLIRVE HIM ; TE4 TROUGH HE BE 4 STRANGAS
OR SOFOURNER, THAT HE MAY LIVB WITH
THEB. »

Tuis is the -admirable mjun&wn of the
jewith legiflatoy. Fe had been flating the
law for the inftitution of the jubile, or year
of liberty. This was to take place every
fifdeth year. It was a feafon of national
reft, ,feftivity and jay. Care ceafed and
labor was fufpended,. The ground remained
untilled, and whatever it fpontancoufly pro.
duced helopged to the poor and needy.
Slaves were manumitted, i:aptives releafed,
and prifonexs fet free. All debts were can.
celled, all controverfies adjufted, alt law-fuits
terminated. Mortgaged and alienated eftates
reverted back to their original owners; for
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thefe were fo entailed that the right heir
could never be wholly excluded from his
patrimony. - This law was intended to pre-
ferve a perfe& diftin&ion of tribes and fami-
les; to fix the Jews in-Canaan, and attach
them to the country; to cut off the means
and' fupprefs the greedinefs of heaping up
wealth ; ta prevent the rich from opprefling
the poor ; and to preferve, as much as poffi.
“ble,. .the equality of their fortunes and con«

dition.*

‘Bur to guard againft the uneafinefs fuch a
liquidation of debt and reverfion of property
might occafion ; or rather, to prevent any
from the neceflity of incumbering or alienat-
ing their eftates to get a livelihood; it was
made a folemn requifition that the more
fortunate and opulent fhould exercife the
utmoft charity and compaffion to their
brethren under decay; contribute to their
relief by every means in their power; and

® For this erid their genealogical records, were, of neceflity, to be
carefully kept, that they might be able to prove their riglit to the
inheritance of their anceftors. By this mean, in after times, the
family of the Meffish was readily and fully afcertained, to be, as.
the prophets had foretold, “ of the tribe of Judab and lineage of

D‘“ ”
Cunzus, dr Repub. Hebr. lib. 1. c. 3.
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lend them money, if they defired it, to be
repaid as they could make it moft conve-
nient, and without demanding any thing for
its ufe.. - They were bidden to extend their
affiftance even to firangers and. fojourners, as
well as neighbors and fellow citizens : for
the exercife of benevolence fhould not be
conflned to kindred nor limited to place ;
every human being who needs, has a claim
to its regards.* '

SoME of the beforementioned regulations,
to be fure, were peculiarly accommodated to
the jewith- commonwealth, and are not ap-
plicable to any other condition of civil foci-
ety : but the difinterefted and generous prin-
ciples on which they are founded belong to
THE pxamz'rum, CODE OF HUMANITY. ‘

ALTHOUGH an equalization of property.
and a2 community of goods was attempted
among the ﬁrﬁ: chriftian converts, yet it is

#« Charity is a complete and confiftent thing. It is not a fegmens
but a circle. Its affeCtions ftream from Gov, as their ctre ; all
mankind. compofe their circumference : they go forth, not only in
onc, but in all d;r@ommards the pxoduaxon of others good.™

. FawceT?,

t A&sii. 44,453 andiv. 32
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gvident that it was not intended that the
circumftances of mankind in after ages
fhould thus be adjufted, Special reafons
made it expedient then, which would never
operate again. -

In fa&, a perfe& equality of ftation and -
pofieflion, however pleafing in theory, is not
reducible to practice. Mankind are too
corrupt and felfith for fuch a condition to
continue long, were it once introduced,
The fifong woeld foon take advantage of
the weak, and filch by power a larger fhare
from the epmmon flock: Cupidity weuld
atcomulate, and avarice prevent diffufion,
And, while- the induftrious increafed theip-
property; the indolent would become poor.

BuT even were this equalization poffible,
it would not be defirable: for it would be
incompatible” with improvement and un-
favorable tu vittue. There would be na
ftimulus to mental application; and no ufe
for mtelleétudl improvement. Indufiry and
indolence wouwld have the: fame fuccefs,
Merit would fail of promotion ; and perfor.
mance, of reward. The chain. of mutual
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dependence; which renders us according to
the expreflion of St. Peter, “ fubje& one to
anothet,”” would be broken: There would
be no reom for a teciprocity of kindnefies,
Ao opportunity for the beftowment of
charity, and nothing to call into exercife
thofe bengvolent affeftiofis and tender fym-
pathies which are the ornamest of out
fpecies and the prolific caufes of individual
and focial happinefs.

InsTEAD, therefore, of making any vain
Attempt to bring the conditions of mankind
to a2 common ftandard ; or indulging any
idle withes that they were more upon 2
level; it is much more expedient, com.
mendable, and proper, that the rich and
the poor, by a mutual interchange of. good
offices, fhould contribute to ecach other’s
accommodation and comfort ; that the abun.
dance of the one fhould be freely and gen-
eroufly beflowed to fupply the wants of the
other ; and that fhw, as Saint Paul enjoins,
 there may be in fome fort an equality.”*

Have we been fortunate in the labors of
induftry, or fuccefiful in the enterprizes of

¢ 3 Cor, viii, 14
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bufinefs ; have our ftores been increafed by
the fucceflive feafons of produétive years
have our riches been rolled in with the pro-
pitious tide, or wafted home by the favoring
gale? This is under the aufpices of heaven.
. Not our hand, nor our might hath gotten
us this wealth.” It is beftowed by 2 bleffing
we did not deferve, and fecured from contin-
gencies we could not control ; that in its ufe
we might be happy, and make others fo too.
It is conferred on us by the fupreme Propri-
etor, not to fupport dur indolence or pamper
our luxury, not to be hoarded by our ava-
rice, or fquandered by our profligacy ; but
that we might be made ¢ ftewards of the
manifold grace of Gob,” and almoners of
his bounty to the poor. ‘

BurT, as it cannot be expected, that, while
the claims are fo repeated and the claimants
fo numerous, even the beft difpofed and
moft liberal individual can fatisfy all their
wants ; it has been found advifable to form
an affociation, which, uniting the means of
the provident and the bountiful, might col-
lect their contributions and their alms into
a ftore houfe” of fupplies for numbers. And
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this, my hearers, is one main defign of the
fociety whofe anniverfary feftival makes this
day the jubilee of humanity.

. TroucH the manner and the meafure of
our charity be a profound fecret, yet it is
generally known that our inftitution eftab-
lithes a fund for charity, and provides
refources for the unfortunate ; and that it
fuperadds to the common law of our nature

and the exprefs injun&ions of religion anoth-_
er reafon for the exercife of benevolence, and
another motive to the beftowment of gene-
rofity. And you, my brethren, have often
felt with what engaging and perfuafive em-
phafis the importance *of szoTHERLYT LOPE,
RELIEF, AND TRUTH, are inculcated in our lec-
tures. The firk renders us affeftionate, the
fecond generous, the third ju2. To brotherly
kindnefs is added charity ; and both are
crowned with fidelity, and fecured with
juftice.

Our excellent Boox oF consTITUTIONS has
afferted,* what I am fure your own hearts

witnefs, that, ¢ to afford fuccor to the dif-
treffed, to divide our bread with the induftri-

¢ Chapter i. Se&ion 3.
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ous poof, and to put the mifguided traveller
into the way, ate duties of the craft, fuitable
to its dignity and expreflive of its ufefulnefs.

But, though a Mafon is never to fhut his ear

unkindly againft the complaints of any of
the human racé, yet, when a brother is op-
prefled or fuffers;, he is in a more peculiar
manner called upon to open his whole foul
in love and compaffion to him, and to re.
liove him, without prejudice, according to
his capacity.”

Tue prefent occafion, which reminds yéu .

of the benevolent purpofes of our affociation,
prompts you to inqyire if any brother be wax-
en poor through misfortune, or fallen into decay
through ficknefs, that you may repair his
loffes or relieve his diftpefs ? If any firanger
ox fojourner from a foreign land need the wel-
come of your hofpitality or the affiftance of
your bounty, that be may live with you ? If the
defolate widow of fome deceafed member be
in neceflitous circamflances, or his helplefs
orphans require prote&ion or maintenance 1
Thefe are the tender inquiries of the day.
Here are the channels opened for the tur.
rent of your affeftion, and the beftowment
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of your charity. Here  your compaflion
may operate without reftraint, and your
benefaétions be applied in the worthieft man-
ner. You may have the pleafing refle®ion
that you fupply the neceffities of thofe who
are aflied to you by the moft endearing ties,
and difcharge one of the chara&eriftic duties
‘of the mafonic inftitution.

WHEREFORE, my brethrem, do you carry
eorn, wine, and ol in your proceflions, but to
remind you, that, in the pilgrimage of hu,
wan life you are to impart a portion of your
éread to feed the hungry, to fend a cup of
your wie ta cheer the forrowful, and te
pour the healing oi/ of your confolation into,
the wounds which ficknefs hath made in the
bodies or afflition rent in the hearts of your
fellow travellers 2

HasTeN, then, to perform thefe affeionate
fervices ; and  thus fulfil the whole law of
love !”” ¢ The blefling of thofe who are ready
to perith will come upon you,” accompanied
with the approbation and followed by the
xeward of the DIVINE PHILANTHROPIST.
< Then, in that awful day, when the fecrets

E

>
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of all hearts fhall be difclofed, the gazing
multitnde who have curioully inquired our
fecret fhall be aftonithed to know that the
greateft deep of Mafonic fecrecy was THE UNPUB-
LISHED ACT OF DOING Goop !”’* The memorials
of your beneficence will prove your paflport
to the blifsful feats of eternity ! You will be
received to that glorious fociety where there
will be no neceflitous objeéts to excite com-
paffion ; but where your bounty to fuch on
earth will meet a liberal recompence, and
the divine principle of charity forever re.
main a facred band to unite us to one anoth-
er and to THE Gop or Love who is the
fpring of immortal joy !

* Rev. Jeruno Inwoon's Sexmons, p. 247«
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Brroas A CHAPTER o» ROYAL-ARCIE MASONS.

HE TH4T HATR 4N 243 TO BRAD, [XT BrX
#aag, what the great bigh Prieh of wur prefef
Jion hath pramiled,

REVELATIONS 11. 17.

T0 HIM THAT OVERCOMETH WILL IGIVE TQ AT
OF THE HIDDEN MANNA, AND I WILL GIVE HIM
4 WHITR STONE, AND IN THE STONE A NEW

NAME, WRITTEN, WHICHE NO MAN ENOWETH

-+ SAVING HRE THAT ucunu' oo ORI
THIS foblime promife has a pequlm
fignificance to thofe whe have besn admmcd
within the vail of the mafonic ¢ :

With that caution which bei;oﬁleip me in
addrefing 2 mixed audience, I will take the
Eberty of explaining the paffage, for the pur-
pofe of pointing out thofe motives which

F2
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it fuggefts to a patient perfeverance in the
ways of well doing.

Trovon this chapter of the Apocalypfe,
and the one preceding, be particularly ad.
drefled to the churches of Afia, yet the
threatenings and the promifes they coptain
are introduced with a folemnity which be-
fpeaks them intended for the caution and
encouragement of chriftians in general in all
fucceeding ages, fo long as the vices they
reprove and the virtues they commend
thall be found in the world.

¢Eyz hath not feen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man,
the things which Gop hath prepared for
them that love him. But Gop hath re-
vealed them unto us by his fpirit : for the
fpirit fearcheth all things, yea the deep
things of Gon.?® Thefe inconceivable glo-
¥ies are defcribed to us in a way conform.
able to qur narrow intello@ts. Were fpirit-
~ual and heavenly joys reprefented as they
really are, and defined by their own proper
names and qualitics, we fhould be utgerl_y .

*rCor.ilg 100

- |
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unable to comprehend them, and therefore
very incompetent judges of their value. In
condefcenfion, therefore, to our limited fac-
ulties, fuch metaphors are ufed in the holy
fcriptures in revealing to us ¢ the hidden
myfteries” of the future life, as are within
the comprehenfion of the human mind, and,
in fome fort, accommodated to the feclings
and withes of the human heart. Among
thefe is the promife of oyr text, which I fhall
now proceed to explain,

" WiTHOUT quoting the various conje&ures
of commentators and critics into its mean-
ing, all of which-1 fhall take the liberty to
reject as contradiory or inapplicable; I
fhall at once ftate what I conceive to be the

import of the paffage.

1. THe firk part of the promife has up-
doubtedly a reference to that miraculous
provifion made for the children of Ifrael in
the wildernefs by the immediate hand of
Gop. The * hidden manna” alludes to that
fample of this bread which was laid up before
the Lord in the ark of the covenant :* and
by it is intended ¢ that meat which endureth

® Campase Exod. xvi. 33. Heb.ix 4
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unto everlafting life,” that fpixituhl food
with which the foul {hall bc amply fupplied
in the heavenly ftate, where all its refined
defires fhall be fully gratified,

“ Lorp evermore give us this bread !”
Wheri the laborers fhall be called from work
to tefrethment, and the Grand Mafter fhall
tlofe the earthly lodge to open upon the firft
ftep of eternity, may we be admitted to the
privilege and raifed to the honer of eating
and drinking with him at his table ;* and
be abundantly fatisfied with the goodnefs of .
his houfe, even of his holy temple !t

1. Tue other claufe of the verfe we are
confidering relates to a particular cuftom
among the antients with which they com-
menced and perpetuated a refined friendfhip.
For this purpofe the contraéting parties took
a {mall piece of bone, ivory or flone, and
dividing it into equal and fimilar parts, one
of the perfons wrote his name upon one
of thefe, and his friend upon the other ;
and they made a2 mutual exchange. This
little ticket, or ¢ keep-fake,”’ was retainad as
a facred pledge and remembrancer of an

® Luke xiii, 30. t Pfal Ixy. 4.
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entive and permanent, that could be formed.
Including the word, fgn, and whken of an em
deared fraternity, it was the mean of afcer.
taining the obje& of the heart’s affeions
after many years abfence, and of fecuring fo#
him a welcome to the privileges and a fhare
in the endearments of hofpitality and love,
Of coutfe the token was.carefully preferved.
Though, in ftfelf confidered, of fmallef}
worth ; yet, as the memorial of a highly
efteéemed friend, as it renewed thofe kind
emotions of which he was the obje&, and
called up a hiftory on which the heart de.
Eghted tb dwell, its value became ineftimable.
And left fome one elfe fhould take the ad-
vantage of it, the poffeffor kept it with great
privacy, and cautioufly concealed from every
one the hame or mark engraved upon it.

SuProsIiNG our text to relate to this cufs
tom ; what a delightful train of ideas does it
fuggeft !

IN a fpiritual fenfe, the promife is to this
effe@, that 7#E MaN oF TRIUMPHANT PIRTUE
SHALL BE REWARDED BY THE FAVOR AND FRIEND-
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&HIP OF HIS DIVINE REDEEMER. - This - traly
pleafing’ affurance is alfo given or implied in
feveral other paflages of the New Teftament,
¢ not in the language of mere affirmatiqy
only, but in a great variety of figurative,
animated expreflions, fo as to convey to the
imagination as well as to the reafon and
judgment, the livelieft and deepeft impref-
fions of its truth and import.”* Here we
perceive the affetions of the heart dire&ed
to the fcene of their nebleft exercife ; and
the virtues of the chriftian charaiter ripening
for a fphere of exalted blifs. And here we
are affured that in another and better world
the true follower of Jefus fhall be admitted
to a friendfhip, the pledges and the privic
leges, the fatisfattions and the glories of
which, can be felt, underftood, and realized
only by the bonored and highly favored receiver.

To ufe the words of Do&or Tou~ne, on a
fimilar fubje@ ;: « Is not this almeft toe
much for human modefty to mention, for
human frailty to credit ; and oh! is it not
far too much for human gratitude to leave

* Confult John xv. 1,2 xxii. 30. Rom. viii 29. 2 Cor. iii,
38. 1zl 17. Rev.iii 20. zix ¢



Free Mafomry glorified. o1
anproclaimed, unadored! O 'blefled revela-
tion that opens fuch wonders !> What en-
coutagement and hope are here! Who would
#xchange the frame of mind which even the
bare anticipation of fuch happinefs produces,
if nature could fupport it, for any other ?
Who is there that would not with to be of -
the number thus diftinguithed ? Who but
wonld be glad te have his fidelity thus ac- .
knowledged, his virtue thus rewarded, his
eternal interfts thus fecured ? What joy will -
tranfport thy heart, caassrrax, at this pleaf-
ing tranfadion ! How will the fons of Gop
congratulate thee upon this moft honorable
teftimony to thy integrity and fidelity!
How will thy fellow faints rejoice with thes
in mutually fharing the commendation and
frisndfhip of the beft of beings !

In this view, how great, how excellent, is -
the chriftian profeffion ; how high and dig-
nifying the work of life! What can be a no.
bler objed of purfuit than the friendfhip of
Jefus ! What more worthy method of pur-
* fuing it than by ftedfafinefs and perfeverance
in the ways of well doing !
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- Tuz niutual operations of fincerd and vin
tgous affeGtian, even in this world, though
pften weak and intermitting, are accompan-
ied with fo much fatisfaltion, that, next g
the confcioufnefs of doing well, affurancs of
the divine spprobation, and the bope of
heaven, it is the greateft enjoyment we
have. But, fweet and endeiring as it may
prove, it partakes fo much of baman imper-
fedtion, is fo kiable to interruption, and may
fo fooni be fufperded by death, that we can-
not reft in  any earthly conne&ion, 33 com-
pletely fatisfying, undifturbed, or fecure.
But the heavenly union has mone of this
allay, none of this uncertainty ; it is perfeédh
indifioluble. = The joy hercafter to be r¢-
vealed” is fubftantial and fincere ; large a9
the capacities of our immortal fouls, and lafs
ing as the duration of eternity !

Ir there be fuch a fiate of future happinefs
as we have been defcribing, fuch a fublime
conneftion with all that is perfett and great
in the univerfe, there is nothing worth a
fingle thought compared with making provi-
fion for it. Highly neceffary is it to begin
to be that which we hope to be forever, and
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0 enter upon that wuy of living in which
we hope to live to all cternity. « Every
oum who hath this hope purificth himftif 2
@hrifk the Lord is pure.”

Assurzp that he acknowledges thofe only
as his friends who do whatfoever he com-
mandeth ;* thould we not be ready to yicld
» conftaat obedibpee to all dis reguircrsénts,
¢ ang follow afl his will ’ Kndwing that
¢ the fecret of the Loed is with them that
ferve him ;*t thoukl we net sas cultivete
the favor, apd fecure ap intevelt in the love
of that Being, whoft Fetore friendthip is the
ambition of our fouls, ¢ the prize of our
high calling #* How ought we to maintain,
in the whole of our depdbrtment, that purity
and dignity which become an expeQation fo
noble ! How defirous fhould we be of a
nearer aflimilation with ear exalted friend,
rememberipg that * be ‘who is joined with
the Lord is of one fpirit.$ '

- May Gup teach s move of Yot hidden
o which they only kasow who ame

.

. *Joh xv. .u. + PLal. xxv. x4

$ 2 Cor. v1. ‘17.
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truly initiated into real chriftianity ! < that
our hearts might be comforted, being knit
together in love, and unto all riches of the
full affurance of underftanding, to the acknow-
ledgment of the myftery of Gop the father,
and of Chrift, in whom are hid all the treaf~
ures of wifdom and knowledge.”* .

To you, my beloved and venerable com-
panions, who are acquainted with the mean-
ing and ufes of the diftinguithing fymbol of
the rmas7Tzr MaRK Mas0N, the explanation of
this paffage and the antient cuftom to which
it alludes, will be very infiru&ive and encour.
aging,

« Mark Maflers all appear

Before the chief Perfeer 3
View there the flone,

On which appears the nome

That raifes high the fame

Of all to whom the fame .
L truly known P

Tue ftone which bears ¢ the myftic word"
is legible only by thefe who have been
taught the interpretation : by others it is

¢ Colofs. ii. 2, 3.
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rejofted as infignificant, or confidered as < a
flone of ftumbling and 2 rock of offence.”

THovucH, therefore, you fay to the inquifi-
tive, as the angel to Manoah, “ Why afkeft
thou after my name, feeing it is fecret ¥’ to
you it is known as the fymbol of your ex-
pe&ed reward. You learn the honor of
having “ your names written in heaven.”’*
You indulge the cheering hape, that, though
diftance divide or death interrupt the union,
of virtuous minds, it will be renewed in 2
more improved form when you fhall meet
again in 742 MosT HOLY PLACE, and be com-

panions forever.

OrTeN let us think of that glorious fociety
amongft whom we are enrolled as members ;
rejoice in the privileges and honors which
refult from fuch a relation to it ; and afpire
to the dignity and felicity promifed to thofe
who fhall feaft upon < the heavenly manna,*”
and be “ called by the new name which the
mouth of the Lord fhall name !t Then
fhall we not only ¢ have fellowfhip with one

® Lukex. 30 t lai kil &
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anather,® but * gur fellowfhip will be with
the Father, and with his Son Jefas Chrift.”>«

Lat the hopes of meeting with this great
reward, animate us in all our teils and labors
through the wearifome pilgrimage of this
life, and encourage ws in the pradtice of
thofe duties and to the acquirement of thofe.
virtues that may render us meet to be par.
takers of it. Let s rife from the love of
man to the love of Gob : and let us {0 cultiy
vate human friendthip as at length to be,
came worthy of the divine |
‘ * 1 Johi 32,
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DISCOURSE VI.

Dzriverep szroxx Tax Oryicizs aAnp Mzumarzs or KING

S8OLOMON’s LODGE iN CuarLEsTowN, Junx 24, 1796,
3RING THE FRs71vAL OF §T. FOHN TaE Bartisy.

e
MATTHEW x. 16.

BEHOLD I SEND YOU "FORTH AS SHEEP AMONG
#OLVES: BEYE THEREFORE WISE 43 swsma
AND HARMLESS AS DOVES.

IN thefe words our Saviour addrefled
his apoftles, whom he fent forth into the
world to teach and to recommend his relig-
ion by their inftru&tion and example. At
the fame time he very frankly warned them
of the dangers to which they would be ex-
pofed, and counfclled them how to condué&t
fo as to fhun, or to hear, the oppofition they
muft expe&t. Making a ftrong and expref-
five allufion to the known qualities of fome
of the inferior animals, he bid them take a
hint of the expediency of patience from the
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theep, a leflon of wifdom from the ferpent, 2
recommendation of harmlefsnefs from the
dove. Such allufions to fenfible objets was
one of the earlieft, the eafieft, and moft en-
gaging methods of inftruting mankind in
moral and divine truths. Aflembling ima.
ges from nature, it {peaks to the underftand.
ing by the fenfes. Thefe pleafing illuftra.
tions lead us, by an eafy procefs, to form the
moft important, and often times the moft
fublime ideas, from things moft familiar and
intelligible. Hence the loftinefs of ftyle and
fentiment, the rich imagery, the animated
defcription, the enchanting grace, which per-
vade and embellifh all the productions of the
Ealt. And hence the admirable tiffae of al.
legory and metaphor with which they deco-
rated wifdom and virtue. . This method of
imparting the moft fage and falutary leflons
was, by our Lord, repeatedly ufed with the
happieft efficacy. Our text is a pleafing in-
ftance. The purport of the advice it cone
tains is, that his difciples fhould a& with
prudence, caution, and mildnefs ; and exhib-
it fuch traits of inoffenfivenefs, wifdom, and
innocence, as to give no occafion for any
thing to be alledged againft them or their
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dodrine, nor any handle for their being il}
uied. Thefe admonitions, my hearérs, arg
fiill important and falutary. Ne individual
perfon, nor any body of men, can be beyond
the neceflity of their fervice. Apd there is
fcarcely a day but calls for their exercife and
difplays their utility. Let me affure myfelf,
then, that this large and refpeftable aflembly
will not be difpleafed if I:dwell, a little, up-
on the important qualities enjoined and rec-
emmended in our text : while my beloved
_brethren of the rrer MasoN socieTy ac-
knowledge my obedience to their commif.
fion, in my public defence and illuftration of
thels primary and favorite principles.

Since e who is * the Mighty Counfellor”
hath thought fit to fet forth this inftruction,
to which I would lead you, under the ex.
preflive emblems of the sugge, the SERPENT
and the Dovg, it may be very proper for us
to obferve what there is in thefe animals
that affords matter for our imitation with
peference to onr condu&ing of ourfelves ig
she world:

1. Prom the fbeep we may learn paTiENCE

and siLence. Thefe are, on many occafions,
812
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very becoming, difcrect, and laudable, but
pre-eminently requifite in fituations expofed
to difingenuous -oppofition or taunting re«
proach. In fuch circumftances. the blefled
Baviour gave thefg qualities the expreflive
recommendation of his own example. < He
was led as a lamb to the ﬂaughter and as
a fheep before her fhearers is dumb, fo he
opened not his mouth.” .

1. Our Lorp, defigning to join wispom
and INNOCENCE together, propofes the fer-
pent for the one, and the dove for the other s
to let his difciples know that he allows them
fo much wifdem as is confiftent with inno-
cence, and perfuades them to no more fim.
plicity than is confiftent with wifdom. A
reference is made to the commendable qualities
of both ; that what was wanfing in one
might be fupplied from the other ; and that
from their conjun&ion might refult a per-
fet wildom free from all guile, and a wel
guarded innocence without the leaft mixture
of indifcretion. This would produce a char-
after at once fuperior to the iniquitous con-
trivance of fraud and the yielding timorouf-
nefs of mental imbecility ; too generous to
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impofe uponothen,mdtooa‘ﬂois to be
impoded upon.

" Waarever fkill or prudence we may pof-
fefs feparate fiom inoffenfivenefs, our fkill is
dangerous, and our prudence ineffe&ual :
the former may terminate in de&ru&wc mif-
chief, and the latter degenerate into con-
tracted felfithnefs. Wifdom without inno-
cence turns into craft and cunning, and fim-
plicity without wifdom is mere folly.* So
hazarddus, alfo, is our fituation amidft the
corruptions of the world, that even blame-
lefsnefs yields not fecurity :1 it will only ex-
pofe us unlefs it be guarded by difcretion.
The chriftian fathers often infit upon both
of thefe, and join them together. * Let no
man impofe upon you, faith Ignatius,} and
fee that you do not impofe upon any' one.”
Jerom thus recommends ;|| ¢ have the fim.

® «8cientis, que a juftitid et honeftate fejun@a eﬁ.cahdlta-
potius quam fapientia eft appellanda.” Ciceré de off L 1.

* Prudentia, ablque ﬁmphchﬁe. malitia eft : et fimplicivas,
abfque ratione, ftultitia nominatur.” Hizmon. fuper Ofcam.

+ « Parum tuta per feipfa probitas eft” Sariust.
{ lonaTips, epilt. ad Ephec; . ’

§ * Habeto ﬁmphadum columbz, ne cu..tqm machineris
dolos ; et ferpentis aftutiam, ne aliorum fupplantem infidiis.”
Hizzron. epift. ad Paulin.
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plcity of the dove, that thou mnayel not epni -
trive to cheat any one ; and. the warinefs
of the ferpent that thou mayeft not be fup-
planted by the fnares that others lay for
thee.” Gregory Nazianzen faid of his father
that  he neither fufftred the wifdom of the
ferpent ta degenerate into cunning, nor the
"innocence of the dave into indifcretion ; but
made up one complete kind of virtue from
the union of both together.”* This unian
he afterwards defcribes under the name of
< goodnefs combined with und'erﬁa'mding Bl
by Hilary it is called “ wife fimplicity.”t I¢
is this union of wispoM and INNOCENCE
which perfeQs the character of man, It gives
him all that commands refpe@ and conciliates
efteem ; all that is venegable, and all that iz
lovely. The injuntion, then, may bear rer
peating, that we blend the wifdom of the
ferpent without its malignity, with the inno.
cence of the dove without its fillinefs. In
fhort, to defignate our wifdom as coming
Jrom above, it muft be ¢ firft pure, then peace.
able, gentle, eafy to be intreated, full of

® Gaxcox. Naz1aNz, Orat. 19,

t ™ Sapiens fimplicitas.
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mercy snd good fruits, without pertialicy
and without hypocrify.”

Trese hints for the better underftanding
of the text being premifed, let us proceed to
confider thefe things feparately ; that is to
fay, let us inftance wherein we may lawfully
imitate the wifdom of the ferpent, or advans
tageoully difplay the harmleflnefs of the
dove.

From remoteft antiquity .to the prefent
day the ferpent has been remarkable for a
peculiar penctration and artfulnefs,* This
rendered him, unhappily, a fit inftrument,
under the management of the malignant de-
ceiver, to effeGuate the fall of man. This
natural fagacity was not evil in itfelf, hows
ever the abufe of it, by the devil’s means,
was unfpeakably evil and deftru&ive.t

¢ 8ee fome remarkable ftories of the fagacity of ferpents, in Pr
»y, Nat. Hift. L. vii. . 23. 27,

+ The chara@er which is givea of thia animal by the facred
hiftorian, Genefis 3d chaptor, may denme rather ke gestle, fres,
and inflauating nature, than any ocigisal maliciouisels s that,
before the fali, the ferpent was nild, trakakie, and meve fangiliay
with man than any other creature; and ftrongly intimates that he
had won the attemtion and gained the goed liking of our firft
parcats. For when Gop fays he will put enmity betwen the fer-
pesit and womaa, the implication muft be chat there was foe
fort of kindnefs s friendthip betwopn themn befsve. This mag
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- From this difaftrous perivd enmity irrec-
oncilable has fubfifted between the ferpeat
and man. It is natural for us to dread even
the tool by which we have been wounded,
though we cannot predicate guilt of the in-
ftrument, or rationally account for our aver-
fion. But this need not prejudice us againft
the inftruétion we may hence derive. Let
me make the creature which was inftru-
mental in teaching our progenitor evil and
mifery, inftrumental in teaching us, his de-

 fcendants, good and happinefs.*

1. Tue firft leflon of wifdom we may learn
from the ferpent is that of prubENCE. This
animal is faid always to endeavor, when af-
faulted to defend his head ; he'fecures that, if
it be poffible, though the body be expofed:f

the fentiment of the antient and modern Jews, and of feveral of.
the Chriftian Fathers. [See Joszrmus, aatig. lib. 1. ¢. 2. Rabbi
Isaac Asansinzi. R. MAIMONIDEY, more aevochim, p. Xi . 30.R.
Manacaen. Basir, bomil de paradife. Damascen. de fide, L 2,
¢ 10] And it may be well to recolled that the Hebrew word
[gnervm, whence.the Latin word gnarss] here tranfated fubtil docs
not fignify crat, or infidioufnefs, but isewisg ; and fo the Seven-
ty Interpreters have rendered it : and they employ the fame greek
word which our Saviour ufes in the text we are explaining.

® « Fas cft ab bofte doceri.”
4 « In prafeatiffimo vits periculo totum corpus i@kibus objici-

est, ut caput occultent atque imtegrum fervent.”
PLIN, nat. Bifh.
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it becomes us, in imitation of this, when
éxpofed to danger, to take care to defend
and fecure the capital, the principal, the chief
concern.*

2. WE may learn from the ferperit pzaspi-
cacrry and circuMsPECTION. The antients
have celebrated all the fpecies for quicknefs of

JSight.t Hence the poets have pliced them as
keepers of the garden of the Hefperides.}
He who has joinéd prudemce to his wifdom will
acquire zbefe alfo. He will look about him :
efpy both his advantage and his danger ;
efpecially if by difcerning the latter he may
know how to bring about the former. ‘His
watchfulnefs will eithet prevent the evil
© # The pradeat mam fosefceth the evil snd bideth himfdt™
Prov. xxii. 3.
§ So the name of the ferpent in greck comes from the verd
which fignifies #o fer.
e/’ tgm cernis acutum

Quam aut aquila, aut ferpeas epidaurins”™

. Hon. L. 1. fat. 3.

. N M

" §Diod. 4 OVID, metaw. iv. 637. ix. go. Hromw, tab 30. Aror-
gop. iiirc. 5.  Heston. thygn.wsa1s. - .

It is firange that thofe who have pretended to explain the ane
tient mythology have not difcovered in this fable the lincaments
of refemblance to the hiftory which Mofes gives of the fall d¥
man, One can furely fec here the prohibited apples, the guarded
res, and the ferpent, . . .
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which is defigned againft him, or to which
be is expofed, or it will enable him to pro.
wide againft it effeGtually.

3. WE are taught by the example of the
ferpent, the advantages of secrecy and RE-
TIREMENT. He owes to them his fafety and
vepofe. In them we may find fecurity, tran,
quillity, and peace, In the facred filence of
retreat from the world the mind colle@s its
powers and vebraces its energies. There we
find eifure, opportunity, and inclinatien to
think and to refolve : and there acquire the
ability and the vigor to perform. There,

too, we efcape from temptation, difembarrafs -

our perplexities, and get beyond the veach of
care. There we acquire the knowledge of
outfelves ; hear the ¢ fill fmall voice” of
reafon and of confcience which was drowned
n the noife and buflle of life ; and there we
find accefs to the Divinity, * The eye which
feeth in fecret” beholds us with complacea.
cy : while the benignity of his love hides us
with fheltering fafety in the recefles of ‘his
pavilion,

! 4 Tug ferpent is faid to evade the force
of the enchanter by laying one ear clofe te



Mafomic emblems explaineds $od
the ground, and fopping the other by the
extreme end of his body.* Let us hence
take a hint of caution to fhut our ears to the
enchantments of pleafure and voluptucufnefs,
the fpells of wealth, the delufions of ambi.
tion, and the temptations of fin. If we give
ear to them we may be feduced from the fe.
cure condition of innocence and duty, to the
ruinous one of guilt and apoftacy.

8- It is obferved of ferpents that they calt
off their old fkins in the fpring, and 2 mew
one fucceeds them, and they grow, as it were
young again.t It may be proper for us, in
imitation of this, to throw afide our rongh
exterior, and become {fmooth, pliant, and in-
finuating. Morofity and aufterity are no
parts of the wildom we are recommending.
They are ¢ the fuperfluous matter which
muft be knocked off.” External embellifh.
ment is not to be difregarded. Maay people
form their opinion at firk fight. The out.

© BocRART. Bievos. dem. 2. L 3. ¢. 6. Carmrer, diffort. in Pfed, Ivitl,
45 :
4 Ernrrnarrvs, fpeaking of this property of the ferpent, fays, he
pots off Bis old age.  Sec alfo Ar1sToT. biff. an. L 8. So the antients
Zfculapius with & faake m his band, to figaify his
&ill in renewing men's bodies which had been difcafed,
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ward depertment fhould be prepoffefling : -
it thould have a polithed grace. Then it will
prove a kind of letter of introdu@ion to the
good opinion of thofe who have not better
means of knowing us. By becoming more
agreeable we may render ourfelves the more
ufeful. But the map of roughnefs will be
cither ncglc&ed or defpifed.

THeRE is an inference yet more inftrudive
and important to be derived from this pecu-
liar circumftance in the hiftory of the fer-
_ pent. Weareby it reminded of that moraL

neNovaTioN of life our religion enjoins.
Would we become ¢ wife unto falvation,”
we muft “ put off the old man, be renewed
in the fpirit of our minds, and put on the
new man which is created in righteoufnefs
and true holinefs,”

Axp, then fill farther may we extend the
metaphor to that more perfe® transforma-
tion, when -our vile bodies fhall be changed
after the fathion of Chrift’s moft glorious
body, and this mortal fhall be clothed with
jmmortality.

THESE three flages of advance, from un.
formed roughnefs to complete perfection,
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are underftood by my brethren of the lodge
in 2 manner emphatically clear and import.
ant. Here they involve fome of the fublim-
cft myfteries of Free Mafonry. But here a
folemn awe pervades my foul : nor would
my trembling hand prefume to draw afide
the veil which hides the bright tranfcenden-
cy of wifdom.

n1. LeT us turn, my brethren, from inef-
fable wonders and overdazzling fplendors to
the contemplation of thofe mild and lovely
graces prefigured to us in the fymbol of the
dove. Thus we ceafe to gaze at the glorious
magnificence of the fetting fun, to view the
tempered radiance of the ftarry fky.

WitHouT dwelling upon particulars, it
will be fufficient here ta enumerate fome of
thofe qualities afcribable to the dove proper
for odr imitation. At the head of thefe are
HARMLESSNESS, MILDNESS, and INNOCENCE.
The bird has always been the emblem of
thefe. Indeed it is fo remarkable for being
placid and gentle that the antients fuppofed
it had no gall.* Doves are, alfo, FAMILIAR,

* Puw. act. bif. L 30 ¢. 34 OVID maemorp. L 7, v. 369.
CrEMeNs Arrx. gadag.l 1.c. 5. TarTUL. de Baptifime, c. 8. lst0~
DOR. erig. L x2. Cmsamius, dial 4 sp. 193, Homarorrims.

Bicrogl. L 3. c. 48.
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srizwDLY, and Praceaste. They talpe in.
juries rather than offer them. They arc like.
wife fignalized for being Puxs and chastx,
very LoviNe and very CONSTANT in affec-
tion. They feem to have A sociaL DisPosI.
TI0N, and go in flocks. And they are faid
to be riTiFuL and compassionaTs.* Such
lovely qualities have always infured them the
prote@tion and endeared them to the partial-
ity of man. Lodges are erefted for them neag
our houfes ; and refrefbment furnithed them
from our own fupplies. And with fuch pleaf
ing monitors, my friends, before our eyes,
fhall we not be prompted and allured to ev-
ery thing amiable, endearing, and kind 2
Shall we not foar above each low and fordid
fcene of vice and wanton folly, and firetch
our éager pinions towards the fky ? And,
tired with carth and vanity, take to our. -
felves wings as a dove, and fly away and be:
at reft ! )
THus, my hearers, have I efideavored to
convey to you fome of the ideas which pre-

O'rhcfequwoweahddtohlfumu lix. 12
Nah. i 7.
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fented themielves in contemplating our text.
I hope the leflons of wispoax and rynocaNes,
will be allowed a general application, although
the enumerated qualitids of the one and the
other are purely Mafonic. Not that they
are the prevuhng features in . -every Mafon’s
charadter 3 for there are bad ‘men among ws,
2 well 2s ‘amongRt chrifans, and other
sfociations for virtue, - Thefe are fpots in
our, and in their, feafts of charity. But
the moralities'pointed out are the acknow-
ledged, appropriate, articles of every Mafon’s
ereed. In our lodges they are illuftrated by
the moft expreflive fymbols, recommended
by the inoft engaging examples, and enforc.
ed by the moft patbetic leures : while the
fignet of heavenly TruUTH ftamps them, on
every yielding, receptive heart, in charadters

delible. This folemn declaration ] mgke

'the fear of Gon, as well as love of the
brethren, “ Let us, therefore, as many a§
be perfed, be thus minded ; and, if in any
thing ye be. otherwife minded, Gon fhall re-
veal even thxs unto you.” s

hd Plnlxpplm iii. 15,
H
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. I conclufiori, allow me to. cbferve to yoit
that though yom fhould underftand alt myfe.
ries and all knowledge, and have nat cHARe
¥TY; it will profit-you nothing. In vain is it;
my brethren, that you lrave been illuminated
by a fun more glorioys than that which rules
the day, if its kindly beams have not warm-
ed and melted your heart to foftenings of
love and generofity. * To do good, then,
and tQ communicate forget not, for. wisth
fuch facrifices Gop is well pleafed.” An opy
portunity is now offered for that liberal be:
ftowment of alms fo grateful to the indigens
receiver, fo honorable te -the generous bes
flower, and fo acceptable to the Lord of
mercy, who acknowledges: the {fmdlieftine
ftance of relief ‘done for one of the leaft of
thefe his brethren as beftowed on hunfelﬁ ’s

In pleading for the poor of t.hls town I
can ufe all the emphafis which opnfratermgc
in alliance and affe@tion excites. Here are
my deareft kindred and friends. Here firft
I drew the vital air ;" and with it inhaled 3
fentiment of partiality for native place
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which: his bidnded itfelf with all the affec-
tions 'of my heart, and breathed in all my
prayerd to heaver, Having, with my-belov-
ed parents, fhared. deeply in the diftrefles
and defolations which war occafioned hers,
moft fenfibly can T feel for thofe who yet
fink under the accumulated preflure of dif-
appointed expefations and penurious cir-
cumftances. And devoutly do I hope that .
thofe who fhare a kindlier fate will now be
excited tenderly to commiferate and bounti-
fully to relieve their unfortunate brethren.

PerMIT me, my fellow townfmen, on this

day confecrated to the memory of worth departed,
to tender you the condolences of my fympa-

thy upon the recent death of two moft valu-. = -

ed members of our community. A RUSSELL
and 2 GorHaM aré loft indeed to earth,
though gained to heaven. To the circle of
private relations and extenfive friendthip
they were defervedly and invaluably dear :
their removal from thefe is felt with all the
poignancy of remedilefs grief. To the inter-
efts of their country, of humanity, and of
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virtue, they were patrons whofe lofs is irrep:
srable. ‘But they have Jeft us the bright
iegacy of their cxample. et us all firive tg
emulate their never to be forgotten excedlons
¢es ; and our names fhall Be recorded with
theirs in the regiftry of ilnmortyl glory..

fe mae -~ iewm

.
. —— it B o e,
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DzrLivRRID AT THE yoiugn‘nou or Tex MERIDIAN SUN
ZODGE 1v BrooxrizLD, SEPTEMBER 12, 1798.

MATTHEW v. 16.’

$¢ LET MUR LIGHT SO SHINE BEFORE MEN THAT
| THEY MAY SEE YOUR GOOD WORKS, AND
. GLORIFY TOUR FATHER WEO IS IN HEAVEN.”

AS the su~x, when he retires from
- the horizon, is fucceeded by the planets and
the ftars, which irradiate the hemifphere he
has quitted with a luftre, though more
feeble, yet fuch as fhews they partake of his
brightnefs and fupply his place: fo when he,
who is emphatically ftiled THE 5UN OF RIGHT«
BOUSNESS, was about to leave this earth, he
ordained that the faithful thould rife in his
ftead to enlighten the world in the knowl.
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edge of his truth, and diffufe its falutary
wfluence through every region and every
ay. . "

WHEN, at the firft creation, Gop faid, zzr
¥HERE BE LIGHT, AND TMERR W48 LIGHT ,-'it
was to the end that the darknefs might be
difperfed, and his works become vifible and
his perfe@ions manifeft : and when, at the
fecond creation our Lord Jefus Chrift fays,
LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFoRE MEN; he intends
that thofe whom. be had juR called “ zbe
kight of the world” fhould endeavor to diffipate
- the moral darknefs of mankind by inftrué.
ing them in the doétrines of his gofpel and
by difplaying the happy effe@ts of his religion
in the purity of their lives and the lufire of
their virtues.

Tuere is great propriety and beauty in
the metaphor which he here ufed. Nothing
is more apt to attra& the eyes and enliven
the countemance than light ; efpecially that
which fhines in a dark place : So nothing
can more excite the obfervation, engage the
attention, or gladden the hearts of beholders,

than a fair, bright, and excellent chatades,
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appearing in the midit of s difiolute, ‘wid -
forropt. generation. And, as alt luminous
bodies, in proportion to the degree of théle
own brightnefs, diffufe their light around
them, and at a diftance enlighten other bod.
fes ; fo, in a moral and religious fenfe, x
good example is a light thining in darknefiy
fpreading its influence every way, diffufing

' infiru@tion and knowledge, motives to ref.

ormation and encouragements to virtue.®

" Tuere is obfervable in human nature a pe,
culiar pronenefs to imitation. Hence fome
of our earlieft habits are formed. In infancy
we catch the ideas and conform to the man.
ners of our ‘parents and acquaintance. As
we progrefs forward in life, we learn to fol-
low and to copy thofe whom we refpe&t as
fuperiors, venerate as inftructors, or love as
friends. We affimulate to our affociates,
imbibe their opinions, and imitate their cons
éud : We even take their mode of fpeech
and tone of voice. Indeed, example hasa

® Cicero obferves that the resfon why we are formed; pleafed
and able to admire the beauty aad regulasity in the heavenly bad-
ies, was to admonifh us to imitate their coaflancy and order in
Be nobler beanty of o werthy Nbevier,
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kind of fafcination or charm which. it is
ajmoft impoffible to refift. It carries with it
bbth infirution and encouragement. Whilft
sdvice or precepts make only a flight impref-
fion on the mind, and one which lafts for a
wery fhort time, example is a conftant and
‘ erful call to imitation.* It works,
h gradually and‘ imperceptibly, yet
more powerfully and fuccefsfully than we are
aware of ; like light, filent in its operation,
but wonderful in its effetts. It has an elo-
quence which reaches the heart. No lan-
guage is more perfuafive or inftrudtive. It
admonithes without exciting refentment,
and corre@s without giving offence, and
thus pofieffes all the utility without the for-
mality of reproof. '

. As a good picture ftrikes us more farcibly,
and gives a more adequate, lively, and im-
preflive idea of the obje& reprefented by it,
than any defcription by words could do ; fo
goodnefs or excellence of any kind, reprefent.
ed by precepts does not fo powerfully move
the affeions as when we fee it delineated in

‘o "'di;&fd Jant exempla quam verda, et fkuu gpere docetur qeam
W." * * °
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the lifé. Nor is there any "thing Wwhich daa
fo effectually recommend any fyfteni, and

render it worthy of all acceptation, exclufive.

of its own intrinfic worth, as” its beneficial
and happy effets made vifible in the charac.
ters of its advocates. Thefe carry with them
undeniable evidence of the valie of thefe
principles from whence they flew, and Wwhofe
tendency is thus confpicuoufly good.

~ In farther difcourfing on the paffage undex
confideration, 1 propofe to thew, in the firft

place, to my hearers in general, the import-

ance of a good example as exhibiting and
vindicating the principles of CHRISTIANITY ;
and, Jecondly, apply the fubje& to the prcfcnt
occafion, by recommendmg to my brethren
of the masonzc family, a condu@& which fhall
refle& luftre and honor upon the inftitution
to which they belong.

§. It is the iar honor. and glory
of CHRISTIANITY i firfk promulgation
that the behavior of its profeflors was agree-
able to the heavenly precepts they incul-
cated ; that the integrity of their morals
was anfwerable to the purity of theip faith ;
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and that the gomineds of their example and -
the holimels of their converfation, the isres
proacksblencis of their condu®, and the
amiablenefs of theit 'mmanners, adorned the
daitriy they taoght and gave it peculiar luf.
tre in the eyes. of the world. Prophecies had:
famztold .its intent, and miracles announced
mdivimqr, bat the life of its author and its.
followers exhibited the religion in its genu.-
ine influence and fhew its intrinfic excellency,
And it feems to have been the defign of our
Lord that in every after age it thould extend
itfelf by the internal evidence of its admira.
ble precepts and the external difplay of its.
benign effe@ts. And, if its profeflors did but
2& up to their principles, an appeal might be

. made to their lives for the beft recommenda-

tion of their faith ; and lefs would need be .
written in defence of the gofpel : For every
doubt and every objeition muft yield to the
Iovelinefs of example agd the eloguence of
prafticc. When the gaces of chriftianicy
adorn the charaiter, and its virtues dignify
the condud, its beauty muft attrad every
eye and its worth gain on every heart. Men
&om admiring, will infenfibly be induced to
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tmidrste fioch illufirious models; which, ¢ bds-
tering all preoept, thine before the warld the
fiiveft call to good.” Such bright difplays
will not only be feen, but felt ; and may kit
die, ovenin the coldeft and moff infenfible
dearts, 2 noble emulation. For a good ex-
Ample, as has been alveady intimated, has nrt
only in itfelf 2 tendency to Sorm the tempas
and marals of others to an affimylation ; but
it allo places religion in a very engaging
Jight, and naturally begets an eftcem, love
and choice of it in every obferver. '

WrrH the utmof} propricty, thea, did eue
Lord recommend to his difciples an enoms-
plary condu&, both as befitting the. high and
honorable office he had afligned them, and as
eminently condicive to its fuccefs in the
world. -

WHAT was fheir duty as teachers, is be-
coming w, my hearers, as difciples. Efpec-
fally as we live at a period in which infidelity
in opinion and proffigacy in manneérs are
very prevalent. It is, therefore, highly ex-
pedient that we give to our religion all the
authority of our ackmowledgment, and all
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4h¢ ‘recommendation:of our example : That
by our converfation and condu® ‘we may
¢« exhibit Incid proof that we are honef in
4he fycred caufe ;”” and that it may be ap=
parent in our ¢ good works,” that chriftjan.
ity produces the happieft effedis, contributive
2o the improvement and felicity of man, and
o the honor and glory of Gop.

-

" Be ye, therefore, fhining profcﬁ'dré and
bright examples of religion in a dark and
’mfgmded age ! Thus adorp the dufrine of
Gop your faviour, making your lives i faith-
ful éimmentary dpon it, and a high recom-
amendation of it ! Thus win it admirers. and
pinit profelytes' “ s

1.51' it be rcmembered that our good‘
"works ' may be confpicucus without being
oftentatious. The genuine and uniffected
agipearances refulting from righteoufnefs and
piefy, may be exhibited without the danger
of lising cven fufpetted ofphypogrify.. We
noed- not fpeak ‘great things; but. /ive' theps
We fhould, however, manfully avow what
“we fincerely believe ; and, by am open’ and
-vifible 3ttachmient to duty, exprefs our re- °
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gard tothie honor of Gop, and give refpleml
encytoshet:}mﬁunmm )

CIris true, that many of t,he good c&'e&s 1’
our religion are the pnvate exercifes and fatf
isfations of the heart, and known only to
the Deity and our own fouls : But yet thcrf
~ are many things which are made vifible in
- the life; #befe our acquaintance will notlce,
and from them judge of our real charader.
Thefe, therefore, fhould be fuch as will exem-
plify the excellent principles by which we
are governed, fuch as men may behold with
the grcatcﬁ: pleafure and follow with thg
greateft advantage ; fuch as may render us
friendly luminaries, ferving at once both to
enlighten the paths and kindle the emulation ,
of all around us. 'And it' may rea.fouably be
cxpc&ed that fuch an experimental re?refen.
tation of goodncfs as this, will mducea gtcal'

many to ()ecome profelytes to rehglon ' :

- Twue natural tendency. of .a gdod: emmpl.
to-induce thofo who obferve it to an imitay
tion ; and the great probability there is thaj
it will have this effe&, upon fome-at jeaft, if
not upon all who fee it, is a very powerful
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indvuctmcnt te the falthfnl difchatge of the
duty we are recommending. - Begaufe, if it
bave tj_ns eﬂ'e& we fhall do the greateft kind-
nefs to our nelghbor, obtain the moft ample
Tatisfadion and reward for ourfelves, and
i)rmg glory to G6b in the diffufion of his
truth : Any of which confiderations alone is,
and therefore, much rather are they alto-
gether, fufficient to ftimulate all our endea-
vors, and to demand our beft conduét. Let
us not decline, then, giving fufficient out-
mrd proofs of being ourfelves moved and
a&nated by a true fpirit of godlinefs ; and
lct us ftrive, by all pradticable and prudent
‘methods to propagate the fame in others.
jLe: us impart freely. our knowledge ; and,
like the glorious luminaries of heaven, re-
fle@ the light we receive ; and not be like
thofe opaque fubftances which abforb or in- -
tercept every ray of brightnefs, and even aft
a thade on each furrounding body. Let us
* fhine a8 lights in the world ; guiding
others by the refplendence of our wifdom,
and winning them to virtuc by the lufire of
our example |
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Taese obfervations and - counfels, “are
equally applicable to us all, my refpe&ed
hearers,. both as Chriftians and as Mafons :
And I feel a peculiar pleafure in affirming the
intimate connection between the .two char-
atters, 'We are alike “ built upon the foun-
dations of the prophets and apoftles, Jefus
Chrift himfelf being the chief corner ftone ;
in whom all .the building fitly framed to-
gether, groweth into an holy temple in the
Lord.” Indulge me, however, while I apply
the fubjed, as I propofed, in the fecond place,
by recommending to my brethren of the
MASONIC FAMILT, in addition to the general
duty of exemplarinefs as chrifians, the exhi-
bition of fuch a conduét as thall reflett luftre
and honor upon their own inftitution ; dif-
playing its venerable charater and illuftrat-
ing its benevolent defigns.

Since many of our forms and operations
are neceffarily fecreted from common infpec-
tion, the generality of mankind will make
up their opinion of the fociety from the de-
portment of its members. This ought to
ferve as a very powerful call to every one
of us, uniformly and openly, to difplay thofe

‘1
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qualities and virtues fo ftrongly inculcated
and warmly recommended in the lodge. Te
little purpofe fhall we commend the inftitu.
tion and boaft the excellence of its principles
and purpofes, if our lives give not corrobora-
tive evidence to our aflertions and prove not
the propriety of our encomiums. If we ap-
pear neither wifer nor better than the unin-
itiated, the world will begin to fufpe& the
efficacy of our tenets ; and if no good effeds
are apparent, they will doubt whether any
are produced. How neceflary is it, there-
fore, my brethren, that ye < be blamelefs
and harmlefs, the fons of Gopo without re-
‘buke in the midft of a crooked and perverfe
nation, among whom ye fhine as lights in
the world !”’s

Tae condu& of thofe on whom fo many
eyes are fixed, muft infenfibly have a very
confiderable influence. Asit is juftly requir-
ed that they fhould live up to the high char-
atter they aflume, fo their defe@s and ill
condu& will difappoint the expectations they
have excited, and eventually bring difcredit
upon their order. < If the light that isin .

* Philip. ii. 15,
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them be darknefs, how great is that dark-
acfs |’*

AT the fame time there is no propriety in
taxing us with every unreafonable prejudice,
or making us accountable for every unfound-
ed fufpicion. If people will condemn our
principles without examination, and decide
upon our deeds without candor or juftice ;
we have no refource but in the inward con-
fcioufnefs of integrity and good intentions,
and the outward difplay of fuch conduét as
fhall prove their cenfures unjuft. And we
will hope “ by well doing to put to filence
the ignorance of foolith men.” Yes, my
brethren, be it your care to confute all fuch
illiberal cenfures as modern alarmifts have
belched out againft Free Mafonry, by fhew.
ing the good influence of the inflitution
upon your tempers and lives. In fpite of all
their fneers, and all their inve&ives, it will
fill infallibly fecure public approbation and

. private efteem, if your condu& elucidate its

principles and is modelled by its precepts.

¢ Matth. vi. 23.
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As light is not held forth merely to manifeft
itfelf, but to thew fome other ufeful thing
which, without it, might have remained in
obfcurity ; fo your confpicuous worth will
not only thew the brightnefs of your own
chara&ters, but lend a luftre to your fociety
whereby it may be better underftood and its
nature more advantageouily difplayed.

- WaiILST unitedly difpofed to defend your
order, be unitedly determined to preferve it
worthy of defence. Carefully guard againft
all innovations. ¢ Remove not the old land-
marks ‘which your fathers have fet.”. They
are rendered wenerable by antiquity, and fz-
cred by religion.  Preferve unaltered the dig-
nity of its antient conftitutions; and unadul-
terated the primitive fimplicity and pure
morality of its laws ; and Mafonry will flour-
ifh in its priftine honors.

Mav the LopcE this day confecrated, be

~ beautiful as the Suz in its brightnefs, cheer-

ing and enlivening as its kindlieft influences,
clear and glorious as its noon-tide beams !
May the orricers fill their fpheres with light,

- and the MEMBERS be radiant orbs around
N
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their centre ! May the sRETHREN be glad-

dened by their enlightened courfe, and re-
fle& and diffufe on all around, their fplendor !,

Long, bright, and profperous, be the fair
and hopeful day which now fhines upon
you ! May no mifts of prejudice obfcure, no
envious difk edipfe its glory.

Frnvarrr. Let us all my hearers, be ac-
tively and eminently good. May our exam.-
ple and condud in life prove a high recom-
mendation 2nd a fair illuftration of our prin-
ciples, and refle® the brighteft honor upon
our profefion and charatter. May our
¢ light fo thine before men, that they may
fee our good works and glorify our Father
who is in heaven ;”* and may we, (having
been wife, and happily inftrumental in turn-
ing many to righteoufnefs) hereafter ¢ thine
as the brightnefs of the firmament and as the
ftars forever and ever !”

12
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DISCOURSE VIII.

ON PRESERVING THE CREDIT OF THE

INSTITUTION.
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. DISCOURSE VIIL.

DEILIVERED AT TEE CONSBCRATION o8 HIRAM LODGE, 1w .
LexiNoTON, OcTOBER 17, X798

>

ROMANS x1v. 16.

'LEY NOT THEN TOUR GOOD BE EVIL SPOXKEN 0!:

Tue Apoftle had been fuggefting fome
advice to the brethren with regard to their
behavior in matters of indifference. He af-.
ferted the full extent of chriftian Liberty ;
but at the fime time cautioned them not to
abufe this liberty fo as to give “offence or -
occafion of ftumbling to any man. In the ‘
words fele&ed as our text, he enjoins it upon
them fo to order their condud that their
profeffion might never be reproached as coun-
tenancing improper freedoms. He advifes
them, therefore, to abftain altogether from
things, which, if not unlawful, were never-
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thelefs inexpedient ; and that what was too
good to be given up, in condefcenfion to pop-
ular opinion or prejudice, they muft vindi-
cate from mifreprefentation and guard from
abufe. '

You perceive, my hearers, that the pre-
cept refpe@s all ages of the world ; and will,
unqueftionably, be wife counfel, fo long as
mifapprehenfions and miftakes, want of can-
dor and want of caution, remain amongft men.

To with to be well fpoken of for what we
do well, is natural and reafonable. Merit
fhould obtain this reward. Exertion needs
this encouragement. Neverthelefs, ¢ if do-
ing well, we yet fuffer reproach, to endure it
. patiently ‘is acceptable before Gon.”* At

the {ame time it is poffible that fomething in
the manner or circumitances of our copdu@
_may take off from its beauty or leflen its
credit, Againft this it becomes us to guard,

I wiLL mention a few inftances.

3. W=z expofe our good to being evil fpoken
of, if we are too fond of difplaying it ; and

® g Pet, ii. 300
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it may fuffer from too great referve. The
firlt will be ridiculed as oftentation j the
Iaft, ftigmatized as inexcufable timidity.

2. AusTERITY of manners, on the one hand;
and levity, on the other, may bring reproach
upon our virtue. The former is forbidding,
and produces averfion ; the latter renders our
fincerity fufpicious. :

3. Our good may be evil fpoken of, if we
difcover in its defence too much, or toe little
zeal. ¢ It is, indeed, good to be zealoufly
affeted always in a good thing.” Yet, if
our zeal be without knowledge, or be not
duly tempered with prudence and charity, it
will grow extravagant and rafh, and will
really injure the caufe it profefles to defend.
At the fame time not to thew any zeal, will
appear like indifference.

THERE is 2 certain medium in thefe cir-’
cumftances which is to be aimed at and fol-
lowed, if we would avoid giving offence.

It would be impoffible to point out every
particular in which we may expofe our good
to be evil fpoken of. Even {mall gatters

" may induce fufpicions or increafe reproaches.
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A little inadvertence or negle, a trifling im-
propricly or indifcretion, may tarnith the
luftre of the higheft virtues, and prevent the
ufefulnefs of the beft of chara&ers.

How prudently, how cautiouily, then,
fhould we behave ! How circumfpeély thould
we walk! How carefully fhun whatever
wears the refemblance of a fault or may be
conftrued into a crime : Left our very excel-
lences pafs under an ill name, or fome flaws
be found in our good qualities, which, though
candor might be willing to overlook, ill-na-
ture will not know how to fpare. So that
we muft not only avoid evil, but the very
appearance of evil : not only take care that
our condué be right, but that whit is good
in itfelf be not, through our inadvertence or
fault, difadvantageouily exhibited to others.

It is true there are forde perfons of fo cap-
tious and uncharitable 2 make, that it would
be impoflible for the moft cautious to avoid
their remarks or efcape their cenfures. The
exceptious may lay hold of fome unguarded "
circumftance or other, mifreprefent what is

good, gnd by giving it a wrong turn or
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appellation, fpoil both its credit and effedt.
While the envious and malicious will be fa-
gacious in difcovering the weak fide of every

charaéter, and dexterous in making the moft
and the wortft of it.

Taus circumftanced, how are we to con-
du& ? How is it poffible to fteer clear from
blame ? It may not be. But if we cannot
efcape reproaches, we may avoid deferving
them. :

WHILE we exercife every precaution to
keep our good a&ions from any fuch fpots
or defeits as thofe who.watch for our halt-
ing may wifh to fpy in them ; we fhould,
alfo, more efpecially, beware left we give any
reafonable perfons juft caufe to cenfure or
condemn us. While we are careful not to
furnith our enemies with any pretence which
might juftify their criminations, we fhould
prudently refrain from every thing which
would needlefsly difpleafe our friends.

THE rule we have been illuftrating con-
cerns focieties, no lefs than fingle perfons:
focieties of an order, in particular, who are
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more expofed to obfervation, and whofe rep.
utation is of more fpecial importance to
_themiclves and to the public.

Ar the prefent day when every thing is fuf~
pe&ted which is not fully known ; when the
-very circumftance of myfteries in chriftianity
is made an excufe for infidelity ; when all
antient eftablithments are become obje&s of
jealoufy ; and the very beft things in the
world are cither negleted or contemned ;
who, ar what, fhall be certain of exemption
from ¢ the firife of tongues ?* and how can
we be furprized that the inftitution of szzs
Masonzy has met with fecret and open ene-
-mies ; that the ignorant miftake, and the pre-
judiced defame it ?

CoNvINCED a8 you are, brethren, of the
purity of your principles, confcious of having
the warmeft withes for the benefit of man.
kind, and of exerting yourfelves in the caufe
of charity and virtue ; to meet with calumny
inftead of commendation, and reproaches in-
ftead of thanks, is 2 mortifying difappoint-
ment. Hitherto you have patiently born the
infults and theinve&ives with which the order
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-has been unjufily loaded ; hoping “ by well

doing to put to filence the ignorance of fool-

ith men.” But the *accufers of the brethren”

have brought forward new accufations, and

attempted to render fufpicious your princi-

ples, your intentions, and your condu&. To

let thefe criminations circulate unanfwered,

unrefuted, would ill become you. The noble

fpirit of confcious innocence rifes indignant.

And you delegate me, your humble advocate,

this day, to plead your caufe, to vindicate

your tenets, and to refute the cavils and ex-

pofe the abfurdity apd injuftice of the charges

brought againft our order. I undertakeit;’
regretting only that it will not be in my

power to do juftice to the fubje&, or to your

expe&ations ; but hope that my franknefs
and fincerity will in fome meafure compen.
fate for any deficiences in the execution.

THE MoraL Good of Free Mafanry is evil [pok-
en of.  How unjuftly will be evident from
the ftatement I will now give you of its ten-
ets on this fubject.

¢ To have faith and hope in GOﬁ, the fu.
preme archite®, and charity towards man, the



144 On preferving the credit

mafter.workmanthip of his hands,” is amoﬂg-

its firft injun@ions.* This is the key-ffone of
the arch, on which every other bears ; which

unites all to itfelf, and cements the feveral

parts into one folid, firong, and beautiful

whole. But, as every one is accountable on-

ly to the Derrv for his religious principles,
and, as Mafons are colleted from various

countries where they have been educated un-

der diﬁ'c_rent forms and eftablifhments, only
thofe great eflentials and leading truths are

infified on in which all men agree ; contefts’

about modes of faith are forbidden in the
lodge ; and each one is left to his own con-
fcience. At the fame time it is well known
that in all chriftianized countries Mafons
have proved the warm friends, admirers,

and advocates of the cospeL. But their ad-

verfaries have taken exception at this liber-
ality of fentiment and condu&®, and have
charged the inflitution with demoralizing
principles. Becaufe Mafons were neither

bigots nor enthufiafts, they have inferred -

that they muft be libertines and atheifts.

@ See the Boox or ConsTrruTioNns, publithed by the Grand
YLodge of Maflachufetts, part 1. chap. 1. § 1. % Of Gop aad Re-
L1GI0K.”

»
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¢ To be guided by temperance in our pera
fonal habits ; to have for#itude to refift temp-
tations and to check improper defires; to
let prudence be the ruler of our aftions, and
suftice inftru@® us to render to every one
his due ;” is another of the moral leflons
of Free Mafonry. There can be nothing,
furely, exceptionable in this. But the warm
and frequent inculcations of charity, brother-
ly-love, and general benevolence, are evil
fpoken of by thofe who are difpofed to find
fault. They ridicule them as “ wire-drawn
differtations on the focial duties ;” inform-
ing us that ‘“all declamations on univerfal
philanthropy are dangerous :* and thus the
- socraz Goop of Free Mafonry is evil fpoken of.
But what then will be faid of Chriftianity,
for teaching the fame doérine of loving our
neighbor as ourfelves ; which extends this
charity fo as even to include enemies in the
fphere of its beneficence ; and which denies
the participation of its affections to none ?
A pious divine hath remarked, that, « Phi-
lanthropy owes much. of its perfection to
Revelation, which has enlarged its limits,
® See Mr. Romison's book about confpiracies, &e. page. 17,
and 345
X
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exterided its views, defined its degrees, and
increafed its obje®s. Human benevolence
is heightened and finifhed to the laft degree
and in the utmoft extent in the comprehen-
five fcheme of chriftian charity.”*

Besipes ; the univerfal benevolence which
Mafonry infpires is fo far from being incon-
fiftent with the indulgence of the private af-
fections and the obfervance of the lefler char-
ities, that thefe are the very materials of
which it is compofed.’ ¢ The top-of the ch-
max of affe@ion cannot be reached without.
advancing through each intermediate ftep ;
mor is it poffible to remain at the top, with-~
out refting on the ladder by which we have
afcerided.” '

Because mafons are filed free, and becaufe
in the lodge they ftand upon a /evel, an im-
putation is brought againft them as favoring
the modern notions of ¢ Liberty and Equal-
ity.”t Now, the freedom which we profefs
is perfeily confiftent with order, with fub-
ordination, and with allegiance. And as to

® Bipraxe’s fermons, vol 1. p. 37, and more largely p. 194
t See ¥ La veile retire?, par M. Lk Franc.”
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the equality we cultivate, it is only that vol-
untary and temporary condefcenfion of fupe-
riors to inferiors which takes place during
the meeting of the lodge ; where it is con-
fidered as effential to unanimity and promo-
tive of brotherly love.* When the members
depart to mix again with the world, each
man refumes his proper place in fociety, and
retains that honor and refpe& to which he is
entitled by his ftation, his talents, or his vir-
tues. Perhaps this cannot be better exprefl-
ed than in the words of our conftitutions :t
“ You are to falute each other in a courteous
manner, as you will be inftruted, calling
each other brother ; freely giving mutual
inftru@ion, as fhall be thought expedient,
without encroaching upon each other, or de-
rogating from that refpet which is due to a
brother were he not a mafon : for though
all mafons are, as brethren, upon a level, yet
mafonry divefts no man of the honors due to
him before, or that may become due after,

* ¢ Love fubfifts oply by mutual kindaefles and compliances :
its bafis is that principle of equality which ought ever in fome de-

gree to reign between man and man, however unequal be their
condition in hfe.” Dz. ENFIELD'S fermons, vol. 3, p. 17.

4 Chap.iw
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he was made a Mafon. On the contrary, i
increafes refped, teaching us to add to all hip
other honors, thofe which as Mafons we
cheerfully pay to an eminent brother ; dife
tinguifhing him above all of kis rank and
ftation, and ferving him rudnly accordmg vy
our ability.” .

How ftrangely perverfe muft that judg-
ment be, which infers from fuch premifes
that the inftitution has an unfavorable afpe&
upon fociety, as alevelling fyftem, deftrudtive
of the grades and diftin&ions of civil life,
and fatal te the very exiftence of government
and order !}

THis leads me to obferve, in the laft phce,
that, the poLrrrcaL Goop of Free Mafonry is,

alfo, evil fpoken of.

IN vain is it proved that the primary and
effential laws and regulations of the Frater-
nity, require of the members allegiance and
fubmiffion to the government of the country
in which they live ; and forbid, in the moft
pofitive and folemn manner, their engaging
in any plots, confpiracies, or cabals.* In vain

*® Sce the book of Conftitutions, chap. 1. Se&. 2« 0f Gov-
ernment aad tbe Civil Magiftrate.”
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i8 it proved that in all ages and countries the
Free Mafons have been found to be good and
peaceable citizens, the friends of order and
public tranquillity. Prejudice rejecs all evi-
dence, and is deaf to every plea. Bribery
and corruption fuborn falfe witnefles againft
the inftitution. Minifterial jealoufy commen.
ces the profecution, and a ftate penfion pays
the fees.*

Nav, the Free Mafons are taxed with the
plans and enormities of 2 German club, with
which they had no conne&ion and no ac-
quaintance : and whofe principles and prac-
tices are diametrically oppofite to theirs, and
acknowledged to be fo even by their moft
zealous oppofer.t

Tuus, my hearers, have I briefly enumerat-
ed the popular prejudices of the prefent day
againft Free Mafonry. I need not attempt a

® = See fcribblers to the charge by inferefl led,
‘The fierce North-Briton thundering at their head,
Pour farth invedtives, deaf to candar’s call,
Agd, injur'd by one alien, rail at all I”
Cuuxcuire.,
4 See the various paffages in Mr. Romson’s work in which he
makes a0 abatement io favar of sbe Eaghip Mafons : by which he
ingenioully contrives, while criminating ¢be wéol, to cxculpate a

port.
)
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formal confutation. It muft be appareat to
every candid examiner that they are illiberal
and unjuft. Time and experience will thew
that they are fo ; corre@t the miftakes that
are now entertained, and eftablith the credit
of the inftitution. Its pretenfions will appear
to be well founded. Its tendency to focial
' improvement, to moral virtue, and to politi-
cal tranquillity, will be feen and acknowledg-
ed. And it will emerge brighter and fairer
from the cloud with which ignorance and
prejudice feck to envelop and obfcure it.

In the mean time, my brethren, as the
world will have fomething to fay of us, it
. much concerns us for our own fakes and for
the inftitution’s fake that the report thould
be in our favor. For this purpofe let us
purfue the good that is effential to the order
and which it is eminently calculated to pro-
duce.

AND let me recommend to the brethren,
at whofe requeft I ftand here, that difcreet
behavior as men and as mafons which fhall
filence the tongue of reproach, remove the
fufpicions of prejudice, and fmooth the frown
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of contempt ; which fhall not only fecure
- their good from being evil -fpoken of, but
-gain it the trueft praife.
May the lodge this day conftituted main-
tain a high credit in the increafing lifts of
- Mafonry ! May its benevolent and peaceful
influence diffufe joy and gladnefs over thefe
plains, made memorable by the maffacre of
thofe who fell vicims of tyranny, but MARTYRS
TO LIBERTY ! From the fhuddering recollec-
" tion of that horrid fcene, let us turn to the
happy contraft this day prefents. Here are
" no inftruments of deftru&ion ; no clangor of
battle; nogroans of flaughter; no garments
rolled in blood : only the emblems of love
and the train of peace. A little band of -
brothers celebrate as a feftival of joy the day
which conftitutes them a regular fociety, and
confecrates thelr plans and purpofes of charity,
focial virtue, and happinefs. May thefe plans
and purpofes produce the moft beneficial ef-
fe&s ; evince the good of mafonry, redeem
its credit with the prejudiced, and eftablifh it
with the candid ! And may the fociety, in
every part of the world, be influential in dif-
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fufing the light of wifiom, aiding the frveagtd
of teafon, and difplaying the degsdy of virtue )
in leflening the aggregate of human mifery
and vice, and in extending the bounties of
charity and the bleffings of peace !
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DarIvERED AT THE CONSECRATION or ST. PAUL's LODGE 1
GROTON, AvousT 9, 1797.
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EXODUS, xvi 15.

* AND WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SAW IY
THEY SAID ONE T0 ANOTHER, IT I8 MANNA, FOR

THEY WIST NOT WHAYT IT WAS. AND msu
SAID UNTO THEM, THIS I8 THE BREAD WHICH
THE LORD HATH GIVEN YOU TO EAT”

"THE children of Ifrael, in their travels
through the deferts of Arabia towards the
land of Canaan, murmured againft Mofes
and againft the Lord becaufe the fcanty ftores
they brought from Egypt were nearly ex-.
haufted, and they were ignorant of the
means for a new recruit. In particular they
wanted bread. They were gratified by a
miraculous providential fupply. Bread was
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granted them, BREAD FROM HEAVEN ! myf

terious in its origin and charaéter, but highly.

agreeable in its relith, falutary in its nature
- and nutritive in its qualities.

THERE are circumftances, conneted with
its beftowment and reception, deferving our
particular notice ; and the fubje® will lead
to fome refle@tions applicable to the fociety
on whofe account we affemble. With this
view I propofe the following method.

1. To confider what notice was taken by
the Ifraclites of the provifion and refrefh-
ment, divinely furnithed them ;

2. SHEw what it really was ; and

3. AppLy the fubjeft to the prefent occa-
fion, by inquiring what is {aid of Frez Ma/in-
ry by thofe who know not what it is, and by
defcribing its real nature and characer.

WE are, fir/# then to confider what notice was
" saken by the Ifraclites of the provifion and refrefh-
ment furnifbed them by a fpecial divine providence
5 the deferts of Adrabia.

No fooner didthey fee it than they cried out
one to another it is manna, it is manna, for
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they knew not what it was.” Whether this
was an exclamation of furpriae, a queflion of
curiofity, or an expreffion of contempt, we
fhall not decide. Critics and commentators
feem at a lofs how to underftand it. One
fays it is ¢bis and another tat, for they know
not what itis.* However, it is plain enough
that mannd, let it mean what it will, was not
the proper definition nor defcription of the
admirable provifion.} ' And fo Mofes informs
ed them by telling them, ¢ this is the bread
which the Lord hath given you to eat.” Not.
withftanding, they perfifted in giving theit
own opinion of it, though they were unacs
quainted both with its name and nature.f

* Vide Pov1. fynops. criticoram, in loc.

. % The derivation of the word masna is varioufly given by learn-

ed men. Puito Junaus and Joszravs maks it to fignify wihet i
his ? sad fo do the Ixx. and R. Soromow, R. MzNacuey, and
ethers. Accordingly it is thus tranflated in MaTTarw’s, thé
Gznzva, snd Dowar verfions It is fo rendered, alfo, by the
celebrated Dr. Gepexs. But Covespane remders. it «sbis &
man’s ;" our tranflation “ it ir manna,” 'and others, « it is a Mn."
The declaration that « they knew not what it was,” aad the res
ply of Moszs, would Icad one to fuppofe that she phrale before
was a gueflion. Our only furprize is that it thould afterwards pafs
into a defcriptive wawe. Thus we ufe a very volgar phrafe in
fpeaking of fomething of which we bave forgotten the namo, and
fay © the what do you call it.” -

} Compare Deut. viii. 3. where Mofes exprefaly aflerts sbeir en-
tire igmerance of it,
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What a firange contradition ! But not
firanger than all are likely to fall into who
pretend to decide upon matters which they
do not underftand. ¢ They faid onc to
another it is manna ;’ and manna it has been
called ever fince. It is no eafy matter to al.
ter names. When people misjudge at firft,
it is very difficult to re&ify their opinion.
Ignorance is blind and perverfe ; prejudice is
pofitive and obftinate. What is mifconceived
and’ mifapplied feldom afterwards getrieves
its real eftimation. Men are apt to judge at
harge, refleét at random and condemn at a
venture ; without waiting for a patient ex-
imination or fatisfaltory evidence. Now,
nothing can be more contrary both to equity
and found reafon than fuch precipitate judg-
ments. Thofe who build apinions upon con.
jeCtures muft often be in the wrong. They
may make grofs blunders, and do great injuf-
tice. The apoftle Jude gives fuch a rebuke :
¢ Thefe, fays he, fpeak evil of the things they
know not.”” It has been the practice of vul-
gar ignorance to abufe what it could not com-
" prehend ; and to affert that there muft be

.
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faults, where it had not the fagacity to dif-
cover excellence.* !

1. Bur I proceed to inquire what this won~
derful provifion really was, about which they were
Jo ignorant.

TaaT there fhould no doubt remain in the
minds of thofe to whom it was fent, Mofes
informed them that it was the bread which the
Lord bad given them to eat. In like manner
David calls it ¢ the corn of heaven,” and
< angels’ food.”t The Scripture defcribes
particularly its appearance and properties,
and mentions its coming down with the
dew ; alike the gift of refrethment from
above. And it retains ftill its fame in the
‘Faft, being called * celeftial {weetmeat.”}

® « Trifles light as air,” often tried in the balance and found
wanting, fink as decply in unfurnithed minds, and make as much
impreffion there, as difficulties of 2 weightier nature 5 like feath-
¢rs defeending in a vpid with a farce and velocity equal to that

of much more fubftantial and maffy bodies.”
Szxn.

+ Pfal. Ixxviil 24, 85, Sce alfo its true name in Nejewiad ix. x3.

{ “ Les orientaux appeliént Is manne qui tomba sux Hebreux

. gans le Defert, a Dragée ou Confiture de 1a Toute Puiffance, ce

que les Arabes fignifient par Haluat al Kodrat, et les Tyrgs par

Kodret Kalvafi” HererroT, Mblioth. Oriestale. The Greeks call-
d it aeromeli, acrial boney. ATEZN. L11, and Dios. Lib. 2 cap. 101
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N can there be any propriety in denying.
to the gift its real charafler and intrinfig

value, becaufe its appearance was not prepof-
fefling. It is fufficient that its origin was
divine, and its ufes excellent. - If this could not
recommend it, we may expe& that the beft
things and richeft bleflings will be treated
with negle® or fmirned with contenpt.
THAT it poffeffed remarkably palatable and nu-
tritive qualities is evident both from the di.
vine defign of its beftowment, and from its
ufe. The aythor of the book of Wifdom
fays that it fo accommodated itfelf to every
one’s tafte as to prove agreeable to all. His
words are, ¢ thou feddeft thine own people
with angels food, and didft fend them from
heaven bread prepared without their labor ;
able to content every man’s delight, and
agrecing to every tafte. For thy fuften-
ance declared thy fweetnefs unto thy chil-
drem, and, ferving to the appetite of the eat-
&1, tempered itfelf to every man’s liking.”*

From modern famples of this fubftance, as
it is gathered in the Eaft, we perceive that it

¢ Wifdom xvi. 20, 3%
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has the dppearance of condenfed lioney, and
a tafte of agreeable fweetnefs. A late cele-
brated traveller into Arabia fays, ¢ it is ufed
now as fugar in feveral dithes ; it is nourith-
ing, and when newly gathered has no purga-
tive qualities.”® Its medicinal effe@s are
probably occafioned by its being left fome
time ; in. confequence of which it ferments
in a degree, becomes candied, and lofes its
relithing tafte and nutritive properties. Ta
the Hraclites, who were obliged to copfume,
each day, their given portion, it afforded an
agreeable, nourithing, wholefome repaft ;
and was their principal aliment during a pe-
riod of forty years.. Though liable to cor-
ruption, it did not become bad unlefs im-
properly ufed or unlawfully abufed.f And
the beft things are perverted and debafed by
ill ufage.

It is alfo worthy of remark that # bad
morel temdencies. IT was granted in daily
® NIERUAR, V. 2. P. 362 of #be tranflation, and Father P1inoro, de-
feribing that of California which falls as is fuppofed with the dew,

fays, that, without the whitenefs of refined fugar, it has all its
{weetnefs.

4 Exod. zvi. 20,
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" thowers, that they might be kept-in 4 con.
tinual thankful dependence .upon: divine
providence. It was in fuch {mall grains, and
was fo fcattered, that they. were obliged: early
and feafonably to begin their work of col-
ledting it, or they would fail of a fupply.
Thus were they taught induffry ; and learned
that their own endeavors were to be united
to the affiftance and to co-operate with.the
grace of Gop. And a double portion.on the
laft day of the week, and its non-appearance
on the fabbath, gave them a very-firiking
intimation that the inftitution of a day of
actual reft from labor was to be rchgwnﬂy
and devoutly obferved.

Twue manner too in which it was diftribut-
ed was admirably calculated to excite and
encourage a fpirit of /iberality and generofity, 2
willingnefs to impart to thofe whofe mduﬁry
had been lefs fuccefsful, or who were unable
to gather for themfelves : for in meafuring
their refpective gatherings before they went
to their tents, thofe who had colleéted a
greater quantity than fufficed for their imme-
diate need-or ufc freely gave the overplus to
thofe who had not enough. ¢ So that he




confidered and anfwered. 163

‘who gathéred much had nothing over, and
he that gathered little had no lack.” In
this fenfe the words are underftood by the
Apoftle. 2 Cor. viil. 14, 15. who ufes the
paflage as an apt illuftration of his moft ex-
cellent argument for that happy equality, in
the difiribution of the good things of this
life, which our mutual relation to each oth-
er and particular exigencies may require ;
that he who abounds fhould willingly im-
part of his fuperfluity, fo that he who is def-
titute may obtain a competent fupply.

" It would be eafy to point out the very
ftriking refemblance which FREE MAsONRY
bears to the moral qualities and purpofes here
cnumerated ; but it is too obvious to need a
more particular reference. I thall, therefore,
go on to make one more remark, in which
the analogy is alfo appareat.

* Arrer all, there were fome things in the na-
ture of this heavenly provifion which could not eafi-
Yy be accounted for. Where it was prepared,
and how it was made, they could not tell.

There they were in the dark. Why the,
fame fubfancé which melted and evaporated
in the heat of the fun when'it was left expof-
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¢d in the field, thould, only upom heing
brought inte the tent, become of fo condent-
od 3 confifienca that it might be beaten to
powder in a mortar or ground in a mill, and
baked ip an qven,* w3s beyond their com-
prehenfion. And why it fhould be endued
with fuch 3 religieus referencs to the obfar,
vation of the {abbath that nome fell an that
day, and a double quantity the day before,
was 2 circumftance that excited their fut.
prife. Surprife fometimas degenerates intq
ftupidity. Qftener than ancs they defpifed
" and loathed this miraculous and dchcxous
provifion.

SvcH is the pride of the human underftand.
ing that it has no great apinion of that which
it cannot fully comprehen®. Whatever has
any thing of myfery in it is very likely to
- be flighted. Though it poflefs all the char-

adters of excellence, and all the recommend-
‘ations of utility, yet if it elude inveftigation
and have fome fecret qualities * paft finding
out,” doubts will be immediately entertain-
ed whether it be “ worthy of all accepta-
tion ;” and opinions propagated tending

. Numb-xi.g.'
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to leflen its charadter and deny its import.
ance. This was the cafe with tegard to the
heavenly réfrefhinent furnifhed in the wil
dernefs to the Ifraclites. They valued it not
becdufe they lacked ¢ the onions, the lecks,
and garlicks of Egypt.” Hear their difcon-
tented dneers ! ¢ But now our foul is dried
away ; there is nothing at' all, befides this
manna, before our eyes.”* A like fpirit of
difapprobation and reje@ion the fame nation
diftovered of Gon’s moft precious gift. They
murmured at Jesus becaufe he fhid, <« your
fathers did eat manna in the wildernefs and
are dead. I am that bread of life which
cometh down from Heaven, of which ifa
man eat he fhall live forever,”t They rejed-
ed the Mefliah before they adverted to the
divine authority of his credentials, This,
and the former circumftance with which it
Was compared, could be only from PREJU-
Diex : for prejudice is a judgment formed
before hand without examination, How
unrealonable and unjuft muft fuch 2 Judg-

® Numb. zvi. 6,

t Johavi 41. ge.
L2
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ment be !* And how great a bar to all after
information ! For, if the mind be warped by
prepofleflions, free inquiry into the merits of
a caufe is prevented. Prejudice refirains all
candid interpretations of motives or princi-
ples. It difcolors every obje& ; or repre-
fents it in a falfe light. It leads to a deci-
fion equally ungenerous and unfair ; for it
often prefumes to confider the moft flight
and frivolous circumftances as fatisfactory
materials for confident aflertion and decifive
fentence. It is the immediate and copious
fource of evil furmifes and unkind fufpicions.
It gives rife to a caviling cenforioufnefs,
mean infinuations, and farcaftic fneers.—
Wherever there is a fecret bias of mind
previoufly formed, it wil catch readily at
every little incident and appearance ‘to in-
creafe its own propenfion : and turn every
current of abfervation into its own corrupt
channel. It perverts and mifreprefents the
very beft things : turns honor into difgrace,
merit into mifchief, chriftianity into fuperftis
tion, and virtue into vice. _
® « Qui ftatuit aliquid, parte inaudita altenl,

Zquum licet Ratuerit, haud zquus erit.”
Sencca in Medea,
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* "CAUTIONED and inftru&ed by our fubje&;,
and the remarks which it has fuggefted, let

us not, MY HEARERS, form our opinion cither
of perfons or things too haftily ; and never
proceed upon furmifes and precarious con-
jeQures. There is danger in making upa
precipitate judgment. Hafty conclufions are
the chief caufe of all our miftakes and er-
rors. Let us not forget to examine before
we judge; and to underftand before we
decide. To ridicule things we never took
pains to inquire into, would be unfair. To
condemn pradtices, the grounds and founda-
tion of which we never examined and know
nothing about, would be unjuft and cruel.
A difcreet perfon will avoid being preremp-
tory in his remarks, and decline hazard.
ing an opinion upon that of which he is
either totally ignorant, or but partially in-
formed. He follows the prudent counfel of
the antient wife man ;  blame not before
thou haft examined the truth. Underftand
firft, and then rebuke. Anfwer not before
thou haft heard the caufe ; and ftrive not in
a matter that concerneth thee not.” “He that
anfwereth a matter before he heareth it, it is
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folly and fhame unto him.” Upon the fime
principle of equity is that maxim in common
law, ¢ every man is prefumed to be inno.
- cent till he is proved to be guilty.” No one
is to be arraigned without evidence, nor con-
demned before he has made his plea of de-
fence. Verdi@ is never pafied upon a caule
unheard.

Ir is a good rule in all doubtful matters
to fufpend our opinion, at leaft till pofitive
proof is obtained on which to found it. Un-
til we have fully afcertained the real ftate of
the cafe, let us always be willing to put the
faireft conftruéion it will admit ; and even
to hope the beft of a thing where appearances
are againft it. Where doubt hefitates, let can-
dor prompt ; and where jufice balances, let
mercy prevail.  Even where we find ourfclves
obliged to blame the principles of a certain
fe& or party, let us not be fo uncharitable as
to confound all its adherents and followers
under one general indifcriminate cenfure.
Efpecially let us not charge them with fuch
confequences of their tenets as they difavow.

Lasrer : where we know .but in part,
and fec but in part, we will have the mod-
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efty not to prefume to decide upon. the
whole. Carefully will we avoid all prejudice,
and all afperity of opinion. We will be kind
and liberal both in fentiment and condué 3
encourage in ourfelves and approve in others
whatever tends to promote the interefts of
mankind and contribute to the refrethment
‘of life ; and will humbly hope by the exer-
cife of amiable difpofitions and' beneficent
a&ions towards each other, fan&ified and
perfected by piety towards Gop, to becoms
prepared for that glorious fociety on high,
where we fhall be permitted to eat of the
HIDDEN MANNA, and honored alfo with the
pofleflion of the wHITE sToNE in which is
the new and myfterious name written which
no man knoweth faving he that receiveth it.®

I nave dwelt the longer upon this part of
the fubject becaufe from prejudice, as well as
from ignorance, arife moft of the objections
againft FREE MASONRY, and all the mifrepre-
fentations of its principles and pra&ices.t As

* Revelations ii. 17.

4 « Of all focicties, antient or modern, the moft worthy and
refpe@ablc is the order of Free Mafons, which focicty has been
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the origin of fuch diflike to our inflitution
is fo well known, it might be deemed paying
too great refpeét to its cavils to take any no-
tice of them at all. In general it is beft to
defpife the inveétives of calumny and fmile at
the impotence of malice ; to difdain tak-
ing any notice of groundlefs furmifes ; and
not to give ourfelves the trouble of liftening
to the queries of the ignorant, or of confut-
ing the opinions of the prejudiced and cap-
tious. But left it thould be thought that we
are defirous of evading an anfwer: from an
inability to vindicate, we fhall now conde-
fcend, as was propofed,

111. To inquire what is faid of FREE MASONRY
by thofe who  know not what it is.”

THE opinion of the initiated is well known.
They all unite in commending the fociety
with a warmth that borders upon enthufi-
afm. They difcover an attachment to it, at
which ignorance wonders and prejudice {neers.
celerity into every corner of the world where arts and learning
have found a name. But their worth has alfe raifed them up ma-
ny epemics, who are the lefs to be pardoned, as the only motive
of their intemperate rancor is their 1IGNorANCE” See the Apogy

JSor the Free Mafons, eccafioned by their perfecution in the Camton of
Berne. Tranflated from tbe French. Frankfort, 1748. 12amo.
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One of the moft frequent objections urged
againft FREE MASONRY, is * the profound fecrecy
obferved upon certain parts of the inflitution.” It
is queried how it is confiftent with thofe.
principles of good will we profefs, to conceal
any thing from the world. We anfwer, that .
the principles and privileges of the inftitution
are open to all fuch as are qualified to receive
them : but of thefe qualifications we muft
referve the power of judging for ourfelves.*
To the wife and virtuous the arcana of the.
craft, under proper fanétions, are freely com-
municated. But to reveal them to the igno-
rant and vicious, would be proftituting their
purpofe and profaning their fanétity. To di-
vulge them in common, would be to annihil-
ate the fociety : becaufe they are its diftin-
guithing features, the chara&eriftics of the
order, and the means of its prefervation.

* & Buginiv Tivas ofpas dv3wy war Yeohoyav, weds
pev Tolg BeCidoig Tag dymateoxaguévas TouToIS Emie
voies pv wagayvpvovTwy, aAN év  Eder pulow
woonaTnyoivrwy. Tols 8¢ emoxlimuTegoi; nal. avauri-
¢wv evTéc, T FUgQPlow Twy ovTwv Aapmad, QaviTe-
v TehoovTwy, T8T6 T wes wsy, évpevia pev ely Tay
sigupeva, T pUsmaTege 3 apgvln aiyy TElipsdw.”

Hrvriononus, KEtbisp. lib. ix. p. 424 edit. 3619,




172 " Populab objections

Without them, therefore, it could not fub.
fit. Befides, were all men acquainted with
them, without regard to fele&ion or defert,
the peculiar obligation t good offices arifing from
the inftitution would revert back to the gen.
eral duty of all mankind, and be fubjeét to all
thofe deduions it now meets with in the
world at large, and againft which it is our
endeavor to guard.

HowEvER, to have fecrets is not peculiar
to FREE MASONRY. Every trade, every art,
and every occupation,” has its fecrets, not to
be communicated but to fuch as have become
proficients in the fcience conneted with
them, nor then but with proper caution and
;e&ri&ion ; and often times under the guard
of heavy penalties. Charters of incorpora-
tion are granted by civil governments for
their greater fecurity, and patents for their
encouragement. Nay every government,
every flatefman, and every individual, has
fecrets, which are concealed with prudent

care, and confided only in the trufty and
true'
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We only claim a like indulgence ; “ that
of conduéting ourfelves by our awn rules,
and of admitting to a participation of ong
fecrets and privileges fuch as choofe to apply
for them upon our own terms. So far from
withing to deprive any one of the light we
enjoy, we fincerely with all the race of men
were qualified to receive it ; and if fo, our
doors fhall never be fhut againft them, but
our lodge, our hearts and fouls, thall be open
to their reception.”**

- Notaine more furely, need be faid in
apology for the myftery and concealment
¥REE MAsONs profefs. I will praceed to an.
other objeétion allied to the foregoing, which
ignorance alfo has furmifed and prejudice prop-
agated. '

IT is pretented that  all who are initiated
muft fuwear to conceal certain fecrets before they are
communicated to them, or they have it in their
power to examine their nature and tendency : and
that this pradlice is unlowful.”’ There would
be fome force in this obje@tion were the obli-

® Rev. J. Mc Conocms's fermon before the Fraternity at
Pearith, 1796. p. 2%
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gation in itfelf immoral, or the communica.
tions and requirements incompatible with the

great laws of religion or civil fociety : the
very reverfe of which is the cafe.

. 'WHar the ignorant call « the .oath” is
fimply an obligation, covenant, and promife,
exatted previouily to the divulging of the fpe-
clalties of the drder, and our means of recog-
nizing each other ; that they fhall be kept
from the knowledge of the world, left their
original intent fhould be thwarted and their
benevolent purport prevented. Now pray
what harm is there in this ! Do you not all,
when you have any thing of a private nature
which you are willing to confide in a partic-
ular friend before you tell bim what it is, de-
mand a folemn promife of fecrecy ? And, is
there not the utmoft propriety in knowing
whether your friend is determined to con-
ceal your fecret defore you prefume to reveal
it ? Your anfwer confutes your cavil.

!t It is further urged againft rrez masons
that  Their fociety is not Sounded on univerfal
benevolence, becaufe they oblige themfelves to be
kindeft- and moft generous to their own members.”
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That our firft and choiceft fervices are paid
to our brethren, is true ; but then we think
it would be the greateft injuftice if it were
otherwife. Certainly a difference ought to
be made between thofe who have a claim
upon our affiftance and charity, and thofe
who have not. As our benevolence can reach
only a few of the infinite number that need
comfort and fupport, fome difcrimination is
neceffary : and what more proper than to
give a preference to thofe who are allied to
us by the firi&t bands of brotherhood'and
affeGtion ? So the apoftle exhorts the chrift-
ians to do good as they have opportunity to
all men ; but enjoing their fpecial and diftin-
guithing regards to fuch as are of the houfe-
hold of faith.*

* Yer though we give a decided prefcrence
to fuch as have been tried, and provcd and
found to be worthy ; and have, in confe-
quence, been made members of the ma-
fonic family ; we are known to profefs and
pra&ife charity unconfined and liberality un-
limited, and to comprehend in the wide cir-
cle of our benevolence the whole human race.’

* Galat. vi. 10,



176 Popular objeftions

It is, afo, frequeritly argued againfl raEe
MASONRY that “ fome of thafe who belong to it
are imtemperate, profligate, and vidous.” But
nothing can be more unfair or unjuft than to
depreciate or condemn any inftitution, good
in itfelf, on account of the faults of thofe
who pretend to adhere toit. The abufe of 2
thing is no valid objeftion to its. inherent
goodnefs. Worthlefs charalters are to be
found, occafionally, in the very beft inftitu.
tions upon earth. ¢ If the unworthinefs of
2 prafeffor cafts a refletion upon théf profef-
fion, it may be infered, by parity of reafon,
that the mifcondu& of a chriftian is an argu.
ment againft chriftianity. But this, is a con-
clufion which, I prefume, no man will allow ;
- and yet it is no more than what e muft fub-
fcribe who is {0 unreafonable as to infift on
the gther.”* Nor is it any evidence that
civil laws and political inftitutions are hurt.
ful or unferviceable becaufe there are corrupt
citizens and diforderly members of a come
munity.

Tre fa@ is, the beft things may be abufed.
The bread of heaven grew corrupt when ufed

¢ Sce the excellent fermon of the Rev. Brother Brocxwzil,
preached at Bofton, 1749.
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indifcreetly. The common bleﬂings of life
are turned into curfes if mifapplied.

. WHEN you fee bale and unworthy men
among the FREE Masons, depend upon it,
the fault is not in the inftitution, but in
themfelves. They have deviated from the
principles of the craft. They have counter-
ated their profeflion, and are as bad mafons
as men.

Tur greateft precautiox;s are ufed to pre-
vent the admiflion of unworthy characters.
If from want of proper information, or from
too charitable conftruions, fuch are intro-
duced, we deeply regret the miftake, and ufe
every proper method to remedy the evil.

Nor do we pretend to fay that thofe only
. inwhom we were deceived bring difcredit
on the inftitution. There may be in mafon.-
ry, as there has been in chriftianity, a falling
away, or a fading in the once famed good-
nefs of many of its members.* Some there
are who have been admitted with the beft
proofs of a good, a faithful, and a well fub-

* Rev. J. Inwoon’s ferm. at Dartford, G. B. 1796.
M
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ftantiated charater. Their name was beau-
ty; and their a&ions praife. Their familic§
were happy, their neighborhood fatisfied,.
and the community honored, by thei; vir-
tues and their worth : and mafonry itfelf
boafted the uprightnefs, conftancy, and in-
tegrity with which they were diftinguithed.
But now, alas! all, perhaps, have reafon to
lament, « that the fine gold is become dim,
and t{xe moft pure gold changed.”

Such defe@tipn, you muft be fenfible, are
not unfrequent in all focieties : for, in this
fallen world, focieties are formed of men ;
and men are fallible, 1mperfe& frail. But
whether fuch difafters, fuch apoftacy, ﬂlO\lld
reafonbly difgrace the inftitution, or be
thought proofs of its immorality, judge ye
but « Judge rlghteous judgment.”

‘WE do not hefitate to appeal to the world
in juftification of the purity of our mora__i
fyftem. Qur confitutions are well known.
We have {fubmitted them fre;fy to general
inveftigation. We folemnly avouch.them as
the principles by which we are governcd, the:
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foundation on which we build, and the rules
by which we work. ‘We challenge the moft
fevere critic, the moft precife moralift, the
moft perfe& chriftian, to point out any thing
in them inconfiftent with good manners, fair
morals, or pure religion. We feel affured
that every one wRo will take pains to confult
the book muft be convinced that the inftitu-
tiop is friendly to the beft interefts of man-
kind, well calculated to meliorate the difpofi-
tion and improve the charaéter, and to adorn
its faithful adherents with every natural, fo-
cial and moral virtue.

. THis remark leads me to thew as I
propofed, in the laft place, what FREE MAsON-
RY really is,

It is @ moral order of enlightened men,
founded on a fublime, rational, and manly
PIETY, and pure and a&ive vIRTUE; with
the praife-worthy defign of recalling to our
remembrance the moft interefting truths in
the midft of the moft fociable and innocent
pleafures,* and of promoting, without often-

@ ¢ mifcuit utile dulci,
~——dele&ando, pariterque monendo.” Horace.
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tation, or hope of reward, the moft diffufive
BENEVOLENCE, the moft generous and exten-
five PHILANTHROPY, and t}le moft warm and
affetionate BROTHERLY Love. The mem-
bers are united together by particylar obli-
gations, and acquainted by certain fgns and
tokens preferved with inviolable fecrecy, from
remoteft ages. Thefe were originally adopt.
ed in order to diftinguith one another with
eafe and certainty from the reft of the
world ; that impoftors might not intrude
upon their confidence and brotherly affec.
tion, nor intercept the fruits of their benefi-
cence. They become an univerfal language,
which, ¢ notwithftanding the confufion of
foreign tongues, and the forbidding aliena-
tion of cuftom, draws from the heart of a
ftranger the acknowledgment of a brother,
with all its attendant endearments.”

THE decorations and fymbols of the crafe
which are thofe of a very common and ufe-
fol art,* and the phrafealgy, which is box-
rowed from its higher orders, ferve to char-
acterize an inftitution which might juftly
claim more noble devices ; and at the fame

. ® ARCHITECTURE.
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time are ufed ecither as emblems or indica-
tions of the fimpleft and moft important
MORAL TRUTHS.

IT colles men of all nations and opinions
into one amiable and permanent affociation,
and binds them by new and irrefragable
obligations to the difcharge of every relative
and moral duty : and thus becomes the moft
effeGtual fupport and brighteft ornament of
focial life, and opens 2 wider channel for the
current of benevolent affe@tions, and a new
fource to human happinefs.

ITs laws are rReasoN, and EQUITY; its
principles, BENEVOLENCE, and LOVE; and its
religion, PURITY and TRUTH. Its intention is
PEACE ON EARTH; and its difpefition, cooD
WILL TOWARDS MEN,

“I THiNk (fays a fine writer*) we are
warranted in concluding that a fociety thus
conftituted, and which may be rendered fo
admirable an engine of improvement, far
from meriting any reproachful or contu-
melious treatment, deferves highly of the

* Rev. Dx. MiLus, Gdebapiain, in 3 fermon before the
Grand Lodge of England, 1788.

M2
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community ; and that the ridicule and af:
fected contempt which it has fometimes
experienced can proceed only from igno-
rance or from arrogance; from thofe, in
fine, whofe oppofition does it honor, whofe
cenfure is panegyric, and praife would be
cenfure.”

AssurepLy then, my hearers, you wilt
with me congratulate the members of Sr.
Pauvr’s lodge on the agreeable event of this
day.

RiGHT WORSHIFFUL MASTER, WOR-
siprut. WARDENS, resFeCTED OF-
FICEKS, anp BeLovep BRETHREN.

AccepT my affe@tionate falutations ; aecept
the felicitations of all the friends of mafonry.
We are pleafed with your harmony and,
zeal, and rejoice in your eftablifhment and
profperity. Your fuccefs is conne&ted with
the beft interefts of humanity. May the
focial virtues you cultivate and the heart-
felt pleafures you experience in the lodge, be
your companions through life ! Their mild
influence, their bemignant fpirit, will animate
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every fcene of duty, alleviate every cotrofion
of care, heighten every fenfation of joy; and
in the hour of diffolution fhed divine tranf-
port on your foils:

. Ler all my brethren prefent be willing I
thould remind them that in vain do we
" attempt the vindication of our moft excel-
lent fociety, or the commendatory defcrip-
tion of its purpofes and requirements, if our
condu& contradi@& our profefion. Let us
then be cautious to avoid all thofe impro-
prieties and vices which might tarnifh the
luftre of our jewels, or diminith the credit of
the craft. Mafonry will rife to the zenith of
its glory if our lives do juftice to its noble.
principles, and the world fee that our aétions
hold an uniform and entire correfpondence
with the incomparable tenets we profefs. .
Thus we fhall “obtain a good report of
them that are without:*” “and thofe who
fpeak evil of us will be athamed, feeing they
falfely accufe our good converfation” . and
mifreprefent our generous purpofe. - “For
fo is the will of Gop that with well doing
ye may put to filence the ignorance of fools
ith men.”
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Rensmpsr that we are THE ASSOCIATED
#RIENDS OF HUMANITY § that our facred un.
ion embraces in its philanthropy the amities
of the gofpel ; and that charity in its kind.
cft exercife and largeft extent is our diftin-
guithing charaQeriftic. Others wear the
warmth of fummer in their face, and the
~ coldnefs of winter in their heart ; but a Ma-
fon’s difpofition thould be mild as the breeze,
open as the air, and genial as the fun ; cheer-
ing and blefling all around him : and his
deeds pleafant as the clear thining after the
rain ; and refrefhing, as the dewy cloud in 2
harveft day.*

MaAv the affembly at large be convinced that
prejudices againft rREE Masonmy are ill
founded, and that the Society is worthy of
high encouragement and warm commen-
dation.

Finarry s let us all pray that the privile
éges of equal right may be widely extended,
.and all men become free : that wars and con-
tentions may be forever terminated: that
peace and happinefs may be the uninterrupt.
¢d enjoyment of all mankind : and to Gon
afcend the univerfal, united, unceafing afcripe
tion of love and joy and praife !

¢ Maiah xviii. ¢
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ROMANS x. 3.

WB BE SLANDEROUSLY REPORTED, AND SOME AF-
FIRM THAT WE SA4Y, LET US DO BRFPIL THAT
GOOD MAY GOMB.

WHEN partiality is fo bufily endeave
oring to render fufpicious the beft a&tions, and
prejudice fo artful in throwing out. infinua-
tions to the difadvantage of the worthieft
chara&ters, who can expeét to efcape  the
firife of tongues ** Efpecially as the ignorant
and the evil minded are ever ready to adopt
the furmife, however improbable ; and to
give currency to the imputation, however
llnj\iﬁs
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Even our blefled Lord, the holy and im-
maculate Jefus, “ was defpifed and rejected
of men.” Not all the wonderful works that
diftinguithed his miniftry, not the divinity
of his preaching, the difintereftednefs of his
condud&, nor the fanétity of his morals, could
fecure him from the oppofition of party and
the rage of malignity. He forewarned his l
difciples of a fimilar treatnrent ; and told
them that they muft expeé to meet with un.
kind ufage, bitter reproach, and violent per-
fecution, as well as he.* Accordingly ¢ in
every city they had trial of cruel mockings,
and fcourgings, yea moreover of bonds, and
imprifonments, and tortures.t They were
“ a fe& every where fpoken againft.” The
apoftles were reproached as being peftilent,
faltious, turbulent, and feditious fellows.}
They were not only accufed of confpiring
againft the government of their nation and
the peace of the world ;|| but alfo, of aiming
to overthrow the religious eftablithment of
their own country, and of all others.§

® Matth. x, 24—26. } Heb. xi. 36. } AQ@s xxiv. 5, 6.
| A&s xvii. 6. § A& vi. 13, 14. xvidi. 13.
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Not only were there imputed to them pradi.
ces that were dangerous, but prisciples that
were unjuft. So St. Paul intimates, in the
paffage feleCted as a text, that there were
thofe who charged him and his fellow labor.
ers in the propagation of the gofpel, with
holding tenets that he detefted. He fays no
more in confutation of the vile imputation
than that thofe who profefs and practife upon
fuch a principle deferve and will receive the
higheft condemnation : but to attribute to
him and his affociates fuch a motive, was a
falfe and infidious charge.

Trus we fec that the beft men and the
worthieft condu®@ may be mifreprefented
and flanderoufly reported : and that the pur-
et purpofes and the nobleft exertions in
behalf of virtue, humanity, and peace, have
been fligmatized by fome, and oppofed by
others.

THe moft unfair and difingenuous, need I
add the moft fuccefsful mode of attack, is to
wfinuate that the defign, however plaufible,
is mifchievous ; or, that the end, however
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‘commendable, is effefted by means reprehen,
fible and unjuft.

THE bafe and vile do&rine of * doing evil
that good may come,” or, in other words,
that * the end juftifies the means,” has alfo
been alledged againft the rzzz masons. Or,
rather, it is exprefsly aflerted of the Fefuits
and Iluminees* by authors who defignedly im-
plicate and involve our fociety with thofe
corrupt affociations : declaring it to be form.-
ed upon the fame plan, founded on the fame
principles, and furthering the fame defigns.t
To be fure they make fome referves and
abatements in favor of Free Mafonry ; but
ftill affert it to be the fatal fource to which
all thefe bitter and deftru&tive ftreams are to
be traced.}

* See Abbe BannvrL’s biflory of Facobinif, v. 3. New York
odition, p. 61, 93, and 189. Profeffor Rop1soN, Proofs of a m.@mu’
againfl the Religions and Governments of Eurepe, carried on in the fecret
meetings of Free Malons, llluminati, &c.”

o + Barnuxr, vol. 3, p. 12, aste, 91, 136, &c. Profeffor Romrsox,
Pliladelpbia edit. p. 83, 43, 72, 75, 343, &o.

$ Barrory, vol. 3. p. 11, 38, 41, 53, 87, 152, &e. Profefor Ro-
BIMON, P, 15, 165, 343, &e. M. Le FRANC, © ls voile rebiree”
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i doubt not, my brethren, but it will firike
your minds with' furprife and aftonifhment,
not unmixed with indignation and horror,
to be informed that qur venerable and antieng
Fraternity is implicated with the infidels,
atheifts, and diforganizers of the prefent day
in a charge of no lefs atrocity, than a preme-
ditated deﬁgn, a long preconcerted plan, to
deftroy the religion of Chrift, to fubvert eve-
fy eftablithed government upon earth, and
to overthrow every fyftem of civil fociety
which the virtuous ingenuity of man has
been able to invent, with a view to improve
and fecure the happmefs of the world !*

¢ The Abbe Buxnxr. has this 3ffertion : « Irreligion and un-
quahﬁcd Liberty and Equality are the genuine and original fecrets
©of Free Mafonry, and the ulttmatum of a regular progrefs through
all its degrees.” And Profeffor RosisoN declares, that « the Ma~
fon Lodges in France were the hot-beds, where the feeds were fown
and tenderly reared of all the pernicious doétrines which foon af-
ter choaked every moral or religious cultivation, and have made
the Society worfe than a wafte, have made it a noifome marfh of
human corruption, filied with every rank and poifonous - weed.”
And again ; “ Germany has experienced the fame gradual progrefs
from Religion to Atheifm, from decency to diffolutehefs, and from
loyalty to rebellion, which has had its courfc in France. And I
muft now add, that this progrefs has been cffeted in the fame
manner, and by the fame means 3 and that one of the chief, meany
of feduéhon lm been the Lodges of Free Mafons.”
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Lookino into yourfelves, my brethren,
and feeling confcious of the purity of your
own intentions ; referring, too, to the prin.
ciples of our antient and hitherto refpe&ted
inftitution you are at a Jofs even to con-
je€ure the motive for fabricating an allega-
tion fo unfounded, and bringing forward ar
imputation fo undeferved and fo unjuft.

By artful infinuations, forced conftruc-
tions, and palpable mifreprefentations, mod-
ern alarmifts have afcribed to the Free-
Mafons principles which they hold in detefta-
tion, matives to which they are ftrangers,
and aétions of which they were not authors.
They blend them with focieties to which
they bave no affinity ; mere political clubs -
whofe intentions and purfuits are diametri- -
cally oppofite to our’s, and altogether
inconfiftent both with our rules and difpofi-
tions.

For thofe excefles, thofe moral. and
. political evils which have of late not only
fpread war and confufion, and every evil
work through the kingdoms of Europe, but
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endangered the fcurity apd of the
world : the advocate for Free hag
no apelogy to offer. He contcndék only that
they are not the fruits of his {yftem, and
cannot with any truth or juftice be afcribed
toit: but muft be attributed folely to the
corrupt fchemes and wicked devwes of thofe
defigning and bad -men who weré their real
authors or abettors

it is poﬁblethat the zrtfulhnd daring
hoads of ¢ the -antichriftian, the antimos
marchical, and the antifocial comfpiracy,’” -
about whom 0 much has been written and
faid, inay have aflamed the namo of Mafons
and profefled to fheltar their fecret mectings
for plots and cabals under the pretence of
holding a lodge. But, God forbid! that the
innocent fhould .be confounded with the
guilty, or that Free Mafonry fhould be ac-
countable for projeéts or condemned for
praftices which it could never countenance.
Long and decply fhall we have to regret that
the opinion which the public had entertain-
ed of a peaceable and undefigning fociety
fhould be thus abufed. But the candid

N
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obferver will do us the juftice to acknow-
ledge that the harmlefs fold are not account-
able for the mean duplicity, the bafe defigns,
or the bloody ravages of the wolves in
theep’s clothmg «

THE wﬁpnary fancies which modern phi-
lofophifts {j may have annexed to Free
Mafonry, t‘he abfurd and extravagant errors,
they have attempted to father upon it, are
foreign and illegitimate. We difavow and
difown them. They bring difcredit upon
thofe who would incorporate fuch. vanities-
with our fyftem : but they debafe not the
purity of our original conftitution. They.
can be urged only to fhew .the arts and
wickednefs of intriguing men ; and impeach-

® «T¢ is fufficiently in proof that the founders of different con-
fpiracies, aware of the fecrecy permitted to the proceedings of
the fraternity of Mafons, have affumed that charaier, and avail-
ed themfelves of the credit given to that inftitution, in order to
render unfufpe@ed the tendency, and undeteed the progrefs of
their own abominable machinations. From what we have heard
and read, we are perfuaded, that the fundunental principles and
general pradices of Pree Mafonry are as oppofite to thofe of the'
llluminces, of the Propaganda, or of any other fec in hoftility to
good order and government, as light to darknefs, or good to evit®
Loxnpox Review, Aug. 1797.' ,

+ The Martinifts, Ecle@ics, Caglioftros, &¢.
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not the natural tendency of an eftablifliment,
whofe .every precept, form, anrd ceremony,
inculcates virtue, affifts order, and difpofes
to peace. And no one fuppofes it an argu-
meént againft. cHRISTIANITY, or that im-
peaches its divinity, ‘that the corruptions of
popery or. the fcandals of mahometanifm'
have been engrafted upon it : nor is it a re-
proach to .its frurh, that falfe profeflors and
. fale do@rines have abufed the fanétion of
s name. Such impoftures were prediGted
by the higheft authority; and, while they
have faded away, the permanency of that
fublime and rational fyftem has been a
firong proof of its divine origin and fupe-
rior excellence.. And we are affured that
genuine xzEs masoner will long furvive
the imitations of imopofture and the attacks‘
of mxfreprefentanop

"We capnot too often repeat, that, while
our inftitutian is known to require a firm
belief in the exiftence, a devout reverence
for the charater, and a cheerful obedience
to the laws of the SUPREME ARCHITECT OF
THE uNiversE, THE ETERNAL GOD;
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while it is evidently bmilt upon, and- venes
Fates THE HOLY acnrmins;* that - ‘cone
firuGion muft be a forced ane,  indeed,.
which imputes to it principles and plans of
irreligions tendency! If it were an immorak
or ‘antichriftian affociation, how happeas it
that fo many of the clergy are mot only
members, but zezloufly attached to it; net
only its apologifts, but its patrons ? Far my-
feif, I declare that fuch is my high reverence
for cmrisTIANITY, and my devotedach to
its caufe, that, did I believe rexs assivzr,
a8 it is known and cultivated among wus, and
as I have been acquainted with it, kad a. ten-
dency to weaken or deftroy the faith of the:
gofpel, I would openly and immedixtely re-
nounce the order, and fpurn with indigna-
tion its badges and its bonds! {

® Sec the Book of Conftitutions, Chapter L Se@ion & of Gop
end religion.
* ¢ % Thave had the honor (faid the Rev. Crarrxs BrockweLL)
of being a member of this antient amd honorable focicty many
yeams, havy fuflained many of its offices, and can,. and db aver in
this faered place, and before the GRAND ARCHITECT of tbe world,
that I ncver could obferve ought therein, but what was juftifiable
284 commendable according to the fricteft rules of focicty 5 this

being founded on the precepts of the gofpel, the doing the will
of Gop, and the fubduing the paffions, aad highly conducing te
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It is equally incredible to fuppofe it cale
enlated to effe® any change of pditical
opiniofi, much lefs to promote 2 revolution
in any government under which it may be
permitted to operate. For one of the moft
pofitive injun&ions impofed on a candidate
for our order, and, one of the admonitions
moft frequently repeated in our aflemblies,
s “to fulfil all civil duties in the moft dife
tinguithed manner and from the pureft
motives.”” This, it is well known, is among
our moft pofitive and binding regulations ;

every facred and focial virtue, But, not to infift on my own e2-
pericace, the very antignity of our conflitutions furnithes a fuflie
cient ground to confute all gainfayers. For no combination of
wicked men, for a wicked purpofe, ever lafted long. The want
of virtue, on which mutual trult and confidence is founded, foon
divides and breaks them to piccea.  Nor would men of gnqueft-
ionable wifdom, known integrity, firi& honor, undoubted veraci-
ty and good feafe, (though they might be trepanncd into a foolith
or ridiculous focicty, which could pretend to nothing valuable,)
ever continue in it, or contribute towards fupporting and propa-
gating it to pofterity.”  Serm. before the Grand Lodge a¢ Bofon,
1750, page 16.

It were cafy to quote other teftiimonies.  Were not this note
already too lengthy, I would have added #5at of the Rev. CrarLES
Jastz; 2 man eminent for his piety, and fameus for his mafbere
Yy writings in defence of Chrifianity againft the Deifts, &e. but
mult refer to bis difcourfe entitled « A vindication of Mafonry
aud its excellency danonfirated : " delivered before the Lodge of
Vernon Kilwinaing, , |
N2
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yet it feems as if our anceftors, fearful of not
fufficiently guarding the fraternity againft
the poffibility of being fufpeéted of difloyal-
ty, had judged it neceflary, in their general
laws, pofitively to prohibit the uttering of a
fingle fentence in our meetings on any politi-
cal fubje@® whatevet. In the < antient charges
colleCled from old records” is the following :
¢« No private piques or quarrels muft be -
brought within the door of the lodge, far
lefs any quarrels about religion, or nations,
or ftate policy : being of all mations, tongues,
- kindreds, and languages, we are refolved
againft all politics, as what never yet c¢on-
duced to the welfare of the lodge, nor ever
will,” Again; ¢as political affairs have oc
cafioned difcord amongft the neareft relations
and moft intimate friends, Mafons are en-
joined never to fpeak of, or difcufs them in
the lodge.”

How far Free Mafofiry interfetes with the
affairs of government will be beft afcertained
by one or two extra&ts from the book of
conftitutions. Such an appeal *to the law
and to the teftimony” is the more neceffary,
becaufe this has latcly become a fubje& of
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ferious alarm; and becaufe our inftitutes
and rules, orders and ceremonies, though
printed and publifhed, are feldom oonfulted
but by the brethren. Others. do not read’
them -from indifference; our enemies will
not, from contempt; or ele they fear to
bring their aflertions to this light, left they
fthould be reproved, or confuted. This vol-
ume, curious for its articles -of remote an-
tiquity, and interefting for its inflru@ive
documents, contains . the following princi-
ples: «“ Whoever would be a true Mafon is
to know, that, by the privileges of his order,
his obligations as a fubjeét and citizen will
not be relaxed, but enforced. Heis to be a
lover of peace, and obedient to. the civil
. powers which yield him protettion, and are
. fet over him where he refides, or works.
Nor can a real craftfman ever be concerned
in confpiracies againft the ftate, or be difre-
fpedful to the magiftrate ; becaufe the wel-
fare of his country is his. moft happy
objc& »*  No man can be invefted with the

* Conftitutions, chap. 1. fect. 2. of government and #he civil
magiftrate.
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officc of maficr of 2 lodge nntil he has
fignified his affent to thofe charges and regue
btions which point out the duty of that
flation, and promife to fabmit and fupport
them, “as mafters have dose in all ages.”
Among other particulars are thefe: “ You
agroe to be a peaceable fubje, and cheer-
fully to conform to the laws of the ¢ountry
in which you refide.”* “You promife not
to be concerned in plots or confpiracies
againfi government ; but patiently to fub.
mit to the decifions of the fupreme legifla.
ture.” “ You agree to pay a praper refped;
to the civil magifirate; to work diligently,
live in credit, and a& honorably with alt
men.”* Laftly, every candidate, upon ad-~’
miflion, is thus charged; “In the ftate you
are to be 2 quiet and peaceable fubje&. You
are never to countcmance difioyalty or rea
bellion ; but yield yourfelf, and encourage
in others, a cheerful conformity to the gov-
ernment under which you live.”’}

® Conflitutions, Part 11. Ceremony of conffituting and confierating a
lodge, inflelling tbe officers, &'c. page 84.

4 Conftitutions, Past 111. Charge af initiating Hn&ﬂiqm.
page 126
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. How firange is it, my hearers, that an
inftitution, thus guarded and fenced againg
political difebedience, fhould be fufpefied of
being “the hot-bed of fedition !” Or that
any one fhould think of imputing to mea
bound by thefe ties, governed by thefe laws,
and under thefe reftrictions, “plans of dif-
organization and rebellion ! Do thefe prin.
ciples lead to confpiracy? Are they not
diametrically appofite to all difaffe@ion to-
wards ¢ the powers that be; whether it be
to the king as fupreme, or unto gavernors?*
Do they not more refemble the good old
loyal do&rine of paffive obedience and non-refift-
ance?* We bluth for the ignorance, and
wonder at the perverfity of thofe who

® An aged and orthodox divine, in a fermon at the confecra~
tion of a lodge ar Ramfgate in Kent, Sept. 3, 1798, makes this
folemn proteftation ; * As an advocate both sealous and deter-
mined, as an advocate for ‘this order, from the ftrongeft conviction
of its excellency, botb in politics and patriotifim ; I fcruple net ta
challenge our bittereft reviler to fix upon onc fingle Mafon who
dare affirm that in any of our tranfa&tions, whether public or pri~
vate, there is 2 fingle trait cither fentmental or practical, in all
our mafonie order which beary not even-the very enthufiafm of
loyalty.” Inwoop, p. 266.
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declare that they  view the brotherhood as
a. hoard of confpirators, who have Iong
waited only for the baleful genius of a
‘Weithaupt to launch out into all the crimes
of a revolution.”*

TwuAT an inftitution which is founded on
love to GOD and loveto man ; whofe gloryis to
rewird in its members thofe peaceful virtues
© which are moft fnendly to their own inter-
nal tranquillity, and moft berieficent and hap-
Py to the world ; which declares and repeats
to all its candidates and in all its lodges, that
‘it can never countenance any thing contrary
to MoraLs, RELIGION, Or THE sTaTE ; which
expedts and requires the higheft reverence to
the Supreme Brinc, obedience to rulers, re-
fpeét to fuperiors, kindnefs to equals, and
condefeenfion to inferiors ; I fay, that fuch
an inflitution fhould be declared, or even
fofpe@ted to militate with religion, peace,

and focial order, is matter of aftonifhment.
It muft require the prejudices of an ex-jefuit
to draw.fo ftrange an inference from fuch

® BARRUEL, vol. 448, of the 2d. Englify cdition. p. 163.
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oppofing premifes ; or the faculty of 8cbtch
fecond light to fee things thus awry.® :

ARrEg not Mafons, as well as other men,
members of civil fociety ; equally interefted
in preferving its order and peace ? Do they
not owe their perfonal and their affociate fe-
curity to the laws ; their prote@ion to the
magiftrate ? What poflible inducement could
they have for endangering that fecurity, or
forfeiting that prote&ion ?

WHATEVER interferes with the profperity
of any nation, perfuafion, or individual,
forms no part of the mafonic theme. While
the real Mafon ads within his fphere he is a
friend to every government which affords
him proteition ; and particularly attached
to that country wherein he firft drew breath,

» « Nor lefs avails this optic fleight,
And Scottith gift of fecoad fight :
Which fees not only all that was,
But much that never came to pafs.
And optics tharp it needs, I ween,
To fec what is not to be feen.”

Trumavir'’s M Fingal.
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That is the centye of his circle ; the point
where his affeions are warmeft. His pbio
lanthropy i3 by po means incompatible with
patriotifm ; and when he fpeaks of being fre,
and of flanding on @ level with his brethren,
he advances no fentiment in militancy with
focial or political grades and dignities. He
admits, and is familiar with, the principle
-of due fubordination, He finds its expedi-
ency in his own inftitution ; and he knows
it effential to good government and order
in the community,  To be free is one of
the chara&eriftics of his profefion ; but it
is that fieady freedom which prudence feels
and wifdom diQates :” a freedom which
reafon honors and virtue fan&tions : a free.
dom from the dominion of paffion and the
flavery of vice.
Appeal we to fad, to the hiftory of all na.
tions ; and we thall find that Free Mafons
have always been peaceable and orderly

members of fociety.* Submiffive, even un-
der governments the moft intolerant and

¥ Sec * An apology for the Free and Accepted Mafons, eccafioned




éppreflivo, - they filently cultivated their bes
nevalent plan, and fecured it confidgnce and
prote@ion by exhibiting in their condu&
its' mild, pacific, and charitable tendencies.
They ecxcited ' no. -faftious refiffancs to
eftablithed authorities; confpired. in no turs
bulent and feditious - fchemes, exaggerats
ed no gricvances, nor even joined in the
clamors of popular difcontent, - Making ita
rule never to fpeak evil of dignities, aor ins
térfore: with the claiss of lawful authority,
they, at all times and in all places, fupgortod.
the chara&ter and obtained the pra.tfe of liege
fubjects, and good citizens.

Rrcur we to the- American hiftory.
Were: Price, -Oznard, Tomlinfon, Gridiey,.
leaders in rebellion ? ' Was Warren a feditions

by the perfecution of them in the Canton of Betne.” Prisied at Frane
Jort, 1748. 12mo0.

And © An impartial examisation of the a8 of the aflociate Synod
at Stirling :™ by tb¢ Rrv. CavrEs Lxsire.

‘ta a late Britith publieation is the following obfervation :
@ Were there even no other teftimony in favor of Frec Mafonry,
the public would not be cafily perfuaded to Jook upon z8af to be
big with fecret milchief, whichnopenlyeﬁunfdbym

Moina”
Public Cbarallers, of 1798 and 1799, vol. 1, p. 24.
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perfon? Or does Wathington countenance
confpu‘acy agamﬁ government ? Are not the'
members of the fraternity known ? Are they
fuch as are generally thought to harbor in-
imical defigns againft the civil ‘or ecclefiafli-
cal eftablithment ? Are the lodges principally
compofed of, er governed by, men fufpected
of diorganizing projets or demoralizing
views ! You will unite in anfwering No !
Scarcely an individual can be found in our
order who can be thought to favor. fuch
prmclples. ‘

BuT enough, ﬁ;rely has been faid to con-
vince every candid and unprejudiced mind
that thé members of the antient Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Mafons. are incapable
of a defign fo bafe and villanous as * a con.’
fpiracy againft religion, government, and
focxal order.”

" Anp we, my bretbran, know, and it is our
boaft, that a profound veneration for. the
chriftian verity ; and a dignified refpeét for
the government and a patriotic zeal for thc
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welfare of our cauntry, are among our fa-
cred duties and our deareft interefts. In this'
chara&er and condu& may we fill be known’
and refpected ; continuing to ¢ walk by the
fame rule, and to mind the fame thing.”.

-----

THE officers and mémbers of King Damd’:-
Lodge, this day to be inftalled and confecrat-
ed, will permit me, ere I retire, to congratu=
late their eﬂ:abh.{hment, and tender thcm my
beﬁ wxihcs

WHiLE your attachment to Free Mafonry
and zeal in its caufe demand the approbation
of all its friends, may your lives and virtues
confute the flanderous reports of all its ene-
mies. '

Mavy your lodge be beautiful as the tem-
ple, peaceful as its ark, and facred as its moft
holy place ! May your oblations of piety and
praife be grateful as the incenfe, your love
warm as its flame, and your charity diffufive
as its fragrance ! May your Abearts be pure as
the altar, and your whole condu acceptable
as the offering! May the approbation of




208, Examination. of the moder® projudices
Heaven be your encouragement ; and may-
that benignant Belng, “who foeth in fecret,
reward you opealy !”

Finally : May we all be accepted of Gob ;
workmen that need not to be athamed, right-
ly difcharging the duties of ife. May we
abbor that which is evil, and -cleave to that
which is good ; approving ourfelves to ev-
ry man’s copfcicnce in the fight of God :
and be conmtinually making approaclies to
that ftate where the credit of virtue is ef-
tablifhed and fecure, and its fatisfattions per-
fe& and eternal !
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DISCOURSE XI.

1 PETER, mn. 1 §, 16.

w® WITH WELL DOING TE MAY PUT TO SILENCE
THE IGNORANCE OF FOOLISH MEN. A8 FREE,
AND NOT USING YOUR LIBERTY FOR A CLOAK OF
MALICIOUSNESS, BUT AS THE SERVANTS OF GOD.”

I SHALL ufe thefe words, my brethren,
as the motto to a difcourfe, wherein I pro-
pofe, after adverting to the injuftice of thofe
imputations which are brought forward
againft Free Mafonry, briefly to confider the
way in which we can beft preferve it from
mifreprefentations, and beft defend it againft
cenfures. .

WaiLsT we feel our minds enlarged by
its difcoveries, our hearts expanded by its
charities, and our fatisfations incieafed by
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its influence, we cannot grow indifferent to
its interefts, nor hear the reproaches repeated
againft it with the coldnefs of unconcerned
auditors, without emotion and without re-
ply. With honeft zeal we come forward ;
not to conteft the fubjet in “ a war of
words ;" not to difcufs, but to demonftrate ;
not to defend opinions. againft thofe whom
no reafons will fatisfy and no arguments
convince ; but to vindicate our principles by
referring to their gffeé?s on our temper and
our condué.

MobesTy, which retires from obfervation;
diffidence, which ahvays entertains an hum-
ble opinion of its own merit, and avoids
oftentation as it does cenfure; have hitherto
reftrained us from fuch a plea: but our
enemies impel us to this iffue.

1. Free MasoNry, you know,is, at the
prefent day, viewed in an unfavorable light :
and we are confidered by fome as covenant-
ing on principles and alfociated f¥ purpofes
deftruftive of civil fubordination, and tend-
ing to diffolutenefs and infidelity ; to the -
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difavowal of all that is venerable in virtue or
facred in religion. In vain have we re-.
‘peatedly unfolded our fentiments to public
examination, in the moft honeft, ingenuous,
and explicit manner. Our proteftations are
difregarded : and while every paltry pam-
phlet or paragraph written in oppofition to
us is eagerly read and implicitly believed ;
what we publifh, particularly the soox or
consTITUTIONS, Which contains our /zws and
ceremonies, is never inquired after, never con-
fulted.

My brethren, our inexorable accufers ar-
raign us at the tribunal of the public, to de-
fend ourfelves, not againft what, they know,
but what they fiupe@? ; to anfwer, not for
what they have experienced, but what they
fear. ‘This is taking us at great difadvan-
tage: and the unfairnefs, as well as injuftice,
of fuch an allegation, will excufe our pafling
it by in filent contempt. We challenge
them to point out the inftances in which we -
have appeared the advocates or the abettors
of immorality or rebellion! We fubmit our
a&ions to their prying inveftigation ; hoping,

02
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befure, fome allowance for the ffailties and im.
perfeQions incident to humanity ; arrogating
to ourfelves no immaculate purity nor inde-
fe@ible virtue; but neither needing nor
afking apology for any thing that is peculiar

£O us as M4SONS.

Assurep that whatever follies or impru-
dencies may have injured our credit as men,
and that whatever vices have wounded our
charaQer as chriftians, it never juftified the
former nor allowed the latter, let us excul-
pate our inftitution; and frankly declare
that our errors and crimes are from another
fource, the weaknefs and depravity of human
nature, the incitements to evil and the cor-
ruptions of the world, to which all alike are
expofed. '

A pisTincTION muft be made between
what is attributive to Free Mafonry, and what
is not ; between what is within its influence,
and what is beyond its fphere. For though
we may fafely declare that it is impracticable
to afcend into thefe regions without improve-
ment of the heart and enlargement of the un-
derftanding, and without carrying along with
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us into the #world we are obhged to a&

- in, fomething to purify our condu& and

meliorate our condition : yet we do not

pretend that Free Mafonry was inftituted for
_the exprefs purpofes of teacBing morals.

And though all its rites, ceremonies and -
charges, imply the neceflity and exprefs the

importance of piety and virtue, and with im-

preflive folemnity inculcate their obferv-

ance ; yet it never profefled to be a fubftitute

for natural or revealed religion, nor to pre-

fcribe the faith, regulate the conicience, or

control the judgment of any. It has
enough liberality to allow ecach man to be

< free,” but fo much reftraint as to prevent
him from ufing his liberty for “a cloak of
licentioufn

We are the more particular. in making

this difcrimination, becaufe fome late writers

have fuggefted that Mafonry profefles to
fuperfede all religions, and to introduce a
moral code of its own in their ftead.

2. Many are fo uncharitable as to lay
the blame of every thing erroneous in the
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fentimeits ox veprehesfible in fhe conduét of
» Mafon, to the regulations: or principles. of
,the iiflimtion to which hebelongs ; falfely

segiing, o obliquely infinmating that bes

caufe be- wit veproachable, #hat st have
bafe and immoral tendendies. -

Now, .this mode of reafoning is not
perfedly juft. It is not fair to predicate
worthlefflnefs of that profeflion which may
have fome unworthy profeffors.

Bour if Free Mafonry has not made us
better, is it certain it has made us worfe?

Are we more loofe in our principles, more

unjuft in our a&ions, more niggardly in out
difpofitions, or more parfimonious in our
charity, than before we entered the lodge ?
Are we more fo than thofe who are not of
the fraternity? Are the moft thorough
Mafons confpicuaus as the moft notoridus
villains, the moft daring infidels, or the
moft infidious jacobins? Or are the bafe, the
atheittical, and the fa&tious always Mafons ?

WE confefs, with forrow, that there are
fome of our order who deferve not its pro-
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tection and @ifhomor its name. But would
. our oppofers with to conclude from' that 5
that all Mafons are fimilar to them ? Is it right
. to argue thus ? Are fuch inferences admitted
in. cftimating other profeffiors? Dbth the
perfidy of a fingle Judas give grounds to
conclude that all the other difciples were

faithlefs and traitors ¢ Why, then, is a

mode of reafoning which is never juftified
in any other cafes, only fupportable when
direQed againft Free Mafonry ?

BurT if we have been difgraced by fome,
who have walked unworthy of their pro-
feflion ; fo likewife have we been honored
~ by others, who would refle¢t luftre on any
fociety. Admitting that there may be feen
* among us fome whofe condu& deferves the
adium of all the wife and good ; are there

not others, whofe alions even prejudice

cannot cenfure, and whofe virtues cven
malignity dare not impeach ¢ If Mafonry be
made refponfible for.the ill conduét of #he
Jfew; ought ‘it not, in all reafon, to have
credit for the good conduét of the many?
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‘The greateft charalers in th& world have
%aid afide their dignities, and put themifclves
on alevel with us. Not that I would have
it imagined that Frec Mafonry can derive
any authenticity or importance from the
celebrity of thofe who belong to the fociety :
it being rather calculated to confer refpect-
ability, than neceffitated to borrow it. Yet;
when we find in every period of its hiftory
fome of the firft rate charatters in every
cftimable refpe, belonging to it and glory-
ing init, the conclufion cannot be confidered
extreniely arrogant, that the inftitution has
fome real excellence ; at leaft, that it is not
fo frivolous” or “dangerous” a combina-
tion as fome would fain reprefent it. It is
not to be fuppofed that the great, the wife,
and the good, of all ages, would have given
it their decided fupport, had they found it
containing any intrinfic principles repugnant
to the interefts of fociety, or hoftile to their
religious principles. Would they not, ra-
ther, have been the firft to have proclaimed
the evil of its tendency, ang to have avowed
their condemnation of its fpirit and defign ?
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Surrer mé now, in conclufion, my breth-
ren, briefly to point out what I confider the
beft, I might fay the only effetual method
of vindicating the principles and re-eftablith,
ing the credit of the order. o
To remove the veil which mifinformation
and prejudice have thrown over the eyes of
our enemies, it remains for us to convince
them by our lives of the truth of our decla-
rations ; and to let our condu& be a letter
of recommendation, * feen and read of all
men.”

Tuis is a kind of convition which muft
at length prevail over the moft obftinate and
unyielding prepolfcﬂions.

A coop life is an unanfwerable rcfutatxon
of every charge.

By a life and converfation regulated by
wifdom and fan&ioned by virtue ; by dif-
charging every duty with integrity and fidel-
ity ; and by exercifing to all around us every
friendly and terfler office of charity ; we

e
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fhall demonfiratively prove that our inflitu-
tion does not train us wp in demoraliving
principles ;. and that they are either ignorant
or foolith men who have faid that it did.

By piety towards Gop and faith in the

- Lord Jesus CHRIsT ; by a veneration for
the gopel, an exemplary obedience to its

precepts, and a regular obfervance of its infti-
tutions ; ‘we thall get clear of the charge of
being « Antichriftian Confpirators.”

Lasrrr : By our zeal for the interefts of
our country ; by maintaining, fupporting,
and defending its civil and religious rights
and liberties ; by paying all due allegiance,
honor, and fubmiffien to its magiftrates, fu~
preme and f{ubordinate ; by leading peace-
able lives in all godlinefs and honefty ; and
by endeavoring to promoté.harmony and
good will, condefcenfion and fubordination
among all orders of men ; we fhall put te
filence the opprobrious allegations of thofe
who firive to prejudice the public againft
Free Mafonry by infinuatilly that it is « the

/
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hot-bed of fedision,” ant] fraught with purs
poRs for the fubverfion: of all.governmens
and rule, all thnonespprind‘mﬁtiuapd pows

THUS, my brcthren,

“We’lldlﬂipatp “chdarkandthrcatenm;dm&

That prejudice and calumay can raife,, .
By radiant probity .of heart and life,

'And perfgvering deeds of love and peace.”

DerenpeD and illufirated by an edifying
example, Free Mafonry will yet triumph in
its mﬂucncc, and be refpected in its eﬁ'e&s.

. me.n we evinge in pradice thofe prindi.

.pIes we profefs in theory, our inftitution will

* have a good report of all men, and of the
truth itfelf ;** and thofe who ¢ fpeak evil of

us as evil doers, will be athamed,” fecing

they falfely accufe and mifreprefent us.

ReouLaTED by the precepts of wifdomy
fupported by the fireagth of virtue, and 2.
dormed with the bssuty of beneficence, our
aQions will efcape cenfure, if they. mect not
praife. If we live within compafs, a& upon
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the {quare, fubdue the paffions, keep a tongue
of good report, maintain truth and pradtife
charity ; we fhall not only difplay the prin.
ciples, but honor the caufe we have efpoufed.
Such an exemplification of its tendencies,
will do more to wipe away the unfavorable
fmpreffions which any have recelved againft
the inftitution, and will fore effeGually con-
ciliate their efteem of it, than all the reafon-
ing of labored argument, or all the eloquence

of verbal panegyric.

Tuewn, as we honor our profeflion, ouy
profeflion will be an honor to us.

) REMEMBER, brethren, that the interefts of
Free Mafonry are in yaur hands. Be careful
then, not to blend with it your weaknefies,
por to #ain it with your vices. Confider
héw much the world expe@s of you ; and
how unwilling to make you any abatements.
Confider with what dignity, fidelity, and
refpetability you ought to fupport the char-
adter you bear : and render the name of Free
Mafon illuftrious, as defignating worth and
virtue ‘of fuperior ﬁamp.
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. Ir is highly incumbent on you to « walk
in wifdom towards them that are without ;"
doing nothing that fhould render your prin.
ciples fufpicious, or difgrace your inftitution
in their eyes, nothing that thould give them
new occafion of diflike, or increafe their for-
mer prejudices.  For, < be affured that, if in
your condu& you forget that you are mzx ;
the world, with its ufual feverity will remem.
ber that you are Mafons,

" WiLe ambitious of obtaining the favor.
able opinion of mep, let us not be regardlefy
of the honor that cometh from Gon. His
approbation will make us ample amends for al}
we may fuffer from their evil furmifings and
unjuft i'eproaches. Let us, therefore, feck to
pleafe Gop rather than men. Remembering
that we are his fervants ; let us be fervent in
fpirit, ferving him with fidelity, conftancy,
and zeal. Let the fenfe of his adorable pref-
ence never, for a moment, be eftranged from
qQur minds. May all our condué be firictly
and invariably direted by his will and word,
May we “ walk worthy of the Lord unto all
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pleafing 2’ and “ wheh a man’s ways pleafe
the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be
at peace with him.””

" To CONCLUDE ¢

. Y¢, Beethren, we bave any true love for
Mafonry ; if we have at heart the honor and
the intereft. of this mafi antient and venera.
ble inflitution ; we fhall be careful, not. only
to rule and govern our faith, but to fquare
our a&ions by the holy word of Gop : and,
while with each other we literally walk upon
the level, may we keep within due bounds
with all mankind. Thus fhall we merit and
obtain the reputation, not only of ¢ good
men and true,” but of wife and fkilful, Free
and accepted Mafons.* And when ke who
is « the firft born among many brethren,”
fhall again appear “ to be glorified in his
faints and admired in all them that believe,”
may he pronounce our commendation and
defignate our reward by this declaration,
& thefe that walk with me in white, for
they are worthy '** .

’ ..3". Brxjasin Geen’s Orafien before th Phihntlu;opie »
Lodge, Fune 24, 1797, page 2%
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DISCOURSE XII.

et b A —————————
On axsieming Ter Orrice or CHAPLAIN to Tar GRAND

LODGE o MASSACHUSETTS, Drczmas 127, 1999,

- —

AsS the time has now arrived, my
brethren, when I am to retire from the office
with which I have for feveral years been
honored, 4nd fhall not again addrefs you in
public ; T am defirous of leaving with you,
now, my laft counfels and my beft withes.

As Chaplain to the GRAND LoDGE, I have
been repeatedly called upon, both to lead the
devotional exercifes, and to perform the pre.
ceptive duties on public confecrations and
feftivals. During the courfe of this fervice
T have endeavored, to the beft of my abilities,
to illuftrate the genius and to vindicate theé
principles of our inftitution ; and, while
inculcating upon the members a regard to
its duties, to imprefs the community at large



228 Valediétory Difeourfe.

with a favorable opinion of its defign and
tendency. And you have not only liftened
to my inftructions with attention, but have
exprefled, in the moft flattering terms, your
acknowledgment of my fidelity and your
approbation of my zeal. To have acquitted
myfelf, in any degtee, to youtr fatisfal®ion,
in my addrefles to you, and in my public vin-
dication of the Fraternity, is a circumftance
upon which I fhall refle¢t with grateful fenfi-
bility fo long as I live. _

Desirous of improving the intereft I have
obtained in your regards for the purpofe of
animating you to a fpirit and condué& becom. -
ing the antient and hohorable inftitution to
which you belong, I beg your attention to a
few parting counfels upon feveral topics of
great importance to your credit and your’
happinefs as am.asons.

WirH this view I have, according to cler-
ical cuftom, fele&ted a text for my difcourfe
from the facred fcriptures. As pertinent to
my fituation and my defign, I fhall make ufe
of that paflage inferted in the
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2 COR. xu1, 11,

FINALLY, BRETHREN, FAREWELL. BE PERFCT. BE
OF GOOD COMFORY. BE OF QNE MIND, LIFE IN
PEACE ; AND THE GOD OF LOVE AND PEACE
SHALL BR WITH TOU. )

THis is the affeCtionate farewell which the
Apottle Paul took of his chriftian friends at
Corinth. Its import is this : May all joy
and happinefs ever attend you ! That this
may be the cafe, make it your care to amend
whatever is amifs among you, and rife to
the greateft perfeQtion in virtue. . Support
and help oneanother in affliction : and may
you be yourfelves comforted with thofe
firong confolations which true chriftianity
fuggefts. Cultivate for each other an en-
deared attachment, and retain an intire
unanimity. And let me yrge it ppox{ yoy
that ye be peaceable in your demeanor, and
charifable in your fentiments ; for then the
Gob of love and peace will gracioufly own
and blefs you, and be your prcfcnt helper
and everlafting portiop.

In like terms, and with like cordiality,
would 1 apply this pathetic counfel to you,
P2
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my moft valued friends, and echo thefe pious
withes on your behalf. But, as your chrif-
#ion duties are inculcated on other occafions,
there is no propriety in my dwelling particu.
larly on them nsw ; I fhall confine myfelf
principally to thofe that are mafonic.

In the kowledge and ohfervance of thefk
alfo, Brethren, BE PERFECT. )

1. To be thoroughly inftruéted in the Zec-
tures, well acquainted with the ceremonies, and
complete in the degrees of rree amasonrr, is
the ambition of all. But by this very inclig
nation, laudable as it undoubtedly is, fome
are prompted to a more rapid progrefs
through its forms than is confiftent with a
clear and a "¢quate comprehenfion of ‘its prin-
ciples. Hence they gain but a fuperficial, or
at beft only a theoretical and fpeculative
knowledge of its fublime arcana,: and, not
applying to practice its fymbols and its rules,
they do not live in its influence nor exhibit
its effets. They miftake the procefs for
the refult ; and reft in the meons, without
attaining the end.
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~ MasoNRy i8 an ast of great compals and
extent. A knowledge of its myfeties is no
attained at ance, but by degrees. By much
inftradion 3and affiduous applicatian, ad.
vances are made. Every ftop is progreflive,
and opens new light and information. * Ac.
cording to the progrefs we make we limit
or extend our inquiries ; and, in proportion
to our capacity, we attain to alefs or a greats
er degree of perfetion.”* |

He who knows the names gpd under.
fands the application of the various tools
and implements of the craft, is, ‘to be fure, -
thereby thoroughly furnifhed to every good
work ; but he, only, who ufes and applies
them to intelle®ual, moral, and focial edi-
fication, is the workman that needeth got to
be athamed.

‘THEREFORE, in exhorting you to be pers
fet in masonrr, 1intend, not merdy that
you fhould be cxpert in the leltures, of

" eager to rife through its degraes; but that

! * PRxsTON,
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you fhould enter into the fpirit of its folethn
fites, and learn the full import of its inter.
ofting fymbols ; that you thould be perfe&
in the knowledge and in thé application of
its principles,” in the pofieflion of the virtues
it éxpels, and in the difcharge of the duties
it enjoins. - '

_ 2. MorEeovER, my brethren, BE OF coop
COMFORT.

THERE are, indeed, many troubles in the
lot of humanity ; and you, like others, are
expofed to them. But be not difmayed.
By our excellent inftitution ybu are furnifh-
ed with preventives or remedies againft
moft of them, and with fupports and folace
under all.  You have a retreat, over which
the changes of the world have not the leaft
power. They reach not its peaceful recefles :
they intrude not on its facred quiet. Your
cares, perplexities, and misfortunes, follow
you not into the lodge: You leave them
behind you, with the agitated fcene of
which they are a part; and come hither to
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partake the fweet comfort of brotherly love,
the bland alleviations of fympathy, or the
effetual relief of charity.and beneficence,
when that is wanted alfo.

- Here you are introduced to aflociates
whofe warm.and gencrous fouls, whofe en-
lightened and elevated minds, are drawn
tawards each other by wifhes the moft virtu-
ous and fentiments the moft fublime. Here
you enter into a faithful, tender, and refined
FrrEnpsgrp.” In this intimate and endeared
conne&ioxi, the inclinations are free, the
feelings genuine, the fentiments unbiafled.
And the undifguifed communication of
thoughts and withes, of pleafures and pains,
fhews that the confidence is mutual, fincere,
and intire. Advice, confolation, fuccour,
are reciprocally given and received, under
all the accidents and misfortunes of life.
And what. forrow can refift the confolation
that flows from an intercourfe fo tender and
fo kind ? The pains and troubles of a woupd-
ed beart will foon be alleviated or cured!
‘The clonds which overfhadowed the profpe&
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will quickly fade away. Light will break in
vpon the view, and hope a0d joy gild asd
gecorate the fcene.

Yes, my brethren, in coming hither you
gather refteration from the paft, refrefhment
for the profent, and refources againft the
fature : and you retura back to the world,
with a calm, refolute, and well fortified
mind, better fitted to moet the trials, and
better emabled to bear the burdens of life.

In fa&, in the very courfe of pafling
through the feveral grades, you acquire 4
firm and fieady refolution of mind, prepared for
every reverfe, fuperjer to every fhock. You
learn the difcipline of virtue; you liften to
the inftru&tions of wifdom ; 3nd, following
a faithful and wnerring guide, you pur your
truft in Gop, and fear npthing.

¢ WHEREFORE, we befeech you brethren,
comfort yourfelves together and edify ane
another, even as alfe you do:*’ and be par- -
ticularly attentive to the circumitances of
the afflied and the wants of the deRitute,
¢ that their hearts may alfo be comforted by
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being kit together in love?” with thefe who
‘have difpofitions to fympathize with their
forrows and willingnefs to fupply. their
need !¢

ON another fcoré, too, I would exhort
you to be of good comfort ; and that is, with re-
fpe& to the refle&tions lately caft upon the
order to which you belong.

Tx-mvon the ignorant fufpe®, and tl\q
prejudiced ftigmatize your views and labors,
¢ fear ye not their reproaches, neither be
afraid of their revilings.”” Notwithftanding
all their united attacks and pertinacious -op-
pofition, Mafonry will ftill retain its influence
and its credit ; and, like its own well com.
pacted arch, will even be readered more firm -
and firong by the préffwre and the weight it
bears. '

* «To rrlicve the diftrefled, is a duty incumbent on all meng
but particularly on Mafons, who are linked together by an indiffo-
Juble chain of {incere affeckion. To footh the unhappy, to fyms -
pathize with their misfortunes, to compaffionate their miferies,
and to reftore peace to their troubled minds, is the grand aim we
have in view. On this bafls we cftablifh our fricodtbips and
- form out conpetions.” EBxzsTow’s Wufiretions of Mafonry, p. St



236 Valedictory Difeourfe.

It is rendered fill more fecure if the
members grow morc and more united in
judgment and affeGion to each other, and in
their attachment to the antient conftitutions,
privileges and principles of the craft. This
is the more neceffary at the prefent day, be-
caufe one of our moft formidable opponents
commences the deduction of his * Proofs”
with an account of * the fchifms in Ma-

fonry.”
LeT me, therefore, in the third place, enjoin
it upon you to BE OF ONE MIND.

* Amonc the variety of duties incumbent
upon you, remember that there is none
more effential to the prefervation, none more
efficacious to the welfare of our inflitution
than onvanzmrrr. This makes the cement;
the great principle of cohefion, which gives
compaétnefs to all the parts and members ;
forms them into a regular ftru&ure, into one
uniform building ; and adds harmony and
beauty, firmnefs and ftability to the whole,
Or, it may be likened to the key.fone which
compaéts and ftrengthens the arch on which
the edifice is fupported and upheld,
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A corpiaL affe@ion is the life and foul of
all focicties, and muft-be much more fo of
thofe who pretend to aflociate together upon
the nobleft maxims of charity and friendfhip.

Unrry is the golden chain which binds
our willing hearts, and holds together our
happy fociety :. the principle on which de-
pends its internal harmony and its outward
profperity.

Jars and difcords among the brethren
will not only loofen the cement of the well
joined fabric, but fap its very foundation.
¢ Need I mention, fays a Rev. Brother, need
I mention the malicious triumph which any
{chifm or conteft among us would give to’
the enemies of our antient Craft ? A fa&ious
fpirit would foon check the progrefs of true
Mafonry, and firengthen every vulgar preju-
dice againft us.”*

As in the ereéting of the temple of Soromon
" every thing was fo prepared that * there was
neither hammer, nor axe, nor any iron tool
heard in the houfe while it was building ;”

® Dr. Jauxs Grant’s Sermon o Greenwich, Fune 24, 17744
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£5 of Free Mafons it hus dlways been the bdaft
that they perfe&t the work of edification by
duiet and orderly methods; “ without the
hammer of contention, the axe of divifion,
or any tool of mifchief.”

I speax then a language harmonious in
your ears and congenial to your hearts, when
I fay that you are * kindly affe@tioned one
to another.” and ¢ perfe&tly joined together
4 the fame mind and the fame judgment ;*
walking by one rule and following the fame
thing.

HaviNe but one intereft and one objeét 3
the benefit and the advancement of the
whole ;3 be perfuaded to purfue it with con.
curting harmeny and joint agreement.
‘While patticularly interefted in the welfare
of the lodge to which you individually be.
long, be regardful of the general welfare.
And let there be no other conteft among you
than that moft honorable of all contefts, who

Jhall db the moft good.

 BenoLp, how good and how pleafant
itis for brethren to dwell together in unity.
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Jt is like tho preciows ointmemt upon the
head, that ram dewn upon the beard, eveny
Aaron’s beard ; that wemt down to the
fkiwts of his garments. As the dew of Here
mon, and as the dew that defcended upon
the mountains of Zion ; for there the Loxn
dommanded the blefling, even life forevers
more | '

To bind you mare firmly together in the
bonds of wnity, and to firengthen the ties of
bratherly lowe, has been an aim evey Eept ih
view im my difcoprfes hefore the fraternity 1
and, in thig my final addreds, * | befeech you,
brethren, that ye all fpeak the fame thing,
and that there be mo divifions ameng yeu !"*
¢ Fulfil ye my joy that ye be like-minded;
having the famo love, being of one accorql,
of one mind.”

I have but one diye&ion more,

" LIVE IN PEACE,

Trus is 2 nataral efiecs, and will be the
certain refult of that vmanimity and coneord
of which I have juft fpoken,
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: 8o often have I, on former occafions, ex.
patiated upon the pacific genius of Free Ma-
fonry, and on. the neceflity and beauty of a
correfpondent conduét in its members, that I
need now only repeat my carneft defires
that you would invariably, unitedly, and
affe@tionately « follow after peace,” and
« ftudy the things that make for peace” and
are conducive to mutual edification.

~ It has been well obferved that, * no fplen.
dor of talents, no endowment of body er
mind, can be put in competition with thofe
humble but lovely virtues which ferve to
make us endearing and endeared. Abilities
alone may excite admiration, the tribute of
the unprrsTanDING ; but, joined with amen- ’
ity of manners, they never fail to conciliate
affection, the better tribute of the HEART.”

Let it always be known that wz bclo;xg
to a fociety, cemented by union, and edified
with peace : where all the members are invi-
olably attached to the gemeral good, and
barmonioufly confpire in its prometion ;
where unfeigned affeition prevails ; where
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évery man is the fincere frichd of every
man ; in a word, where all vigoroufly and
c¢heerfully exert themfelves in a@ts of kind-
nefs and labors of love. Such principles,
furely, will advance and eftablith the happi-
nefs of the whole, and the welfare of each
individual : and upon fuch principles our
fociety hath bidden defiance to oppofition,
and been fecured from diffolution or decay.

GroryY to Gop in the higheft, peace on
earth, and good will towards men, is the
difpofition and the defire of every Free and
Accepted Mafon. With fuch a temper,
brethren, you will enjoy the fatisfa@ion of
your own hearts, the approbation and con-
currence of all the wife and good, and TuE
GOD oF LOVE AND PEACE WILL BE WITH
vou. That divine Being, who is the author
of peace and the lover of coneord, will fen-
der your endeavors fuccefsful; and rewird
them with the bleﬂings of time and the glo- '
ries of eternity !

FiNaLvry, an'mnnn, FAREWELL ! Ac.-
cept the beft withes, as you fhare in the beft
affetions of my heart !

U
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THE fpecial relation in which I have ftood
to you will now ceafe; but the affetion
conneied with it, and the gratitude arifing
from it, will ever remain.

My particular thanks are due to the officers
and members of the GRAND LoDGE for the hon.
ors and the patronage with which they have
diftinguithed me. And I intreat them, wrry
Mr BRETHREN ALL, tO accept my warmeft
acknowledgments for their affiftance and
kindnefs. Their attentions have been fo
flattering, their benevolence fo difinterefted,
their bounty fo liberal, their fympathy fo ten-
der, that I muft be inexcufably infenfible not
to feel; and feeling, criminally ungrateful
not to exprefs, my many obligations.

Tae affeting adieu I am now taking, brings
forcibly to mind the laft folemn parting, when
peATH fhall feparate 'me from thofe whom I
have cordially loved; whofe fociety made
the charm of my moft privileged moments ;
and to whom, under Providence, I owe moft
of my earthly profperity.

Tenper and faithful friends ! Death is
haftening to interrupt, it cannet diflolve,
our union. No! Virtuous attachments are
cternal. They are renewed in Heaven. We
meet again there, 70 P4zT N0 MorE !




MASONIC EULOGY.

Druiverzp et WORCESTER, Junx 34, A L. 1794, ON Tas
Frstivar or ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, srroax Tar
OrricErs AND BarTaREN oF TRE MORNING
STAR LODGE,.IN TEBAT TOWN, JOINED BY
TRINITY LODGE yrom LANCASTER.

RESPECTED HEARERS,

You fee before yOou A BAND OF
BROTHERS, connected with each other by the
firmeft engagements and moft affetionate
ties. Warmed with the moft general philan-
thropy, they profefs o unite their endeavors
in the benevolent defign of affifting the per-
feGtion of the human charaéter, and the har-
mony and happinefs of fociety. Their infti-
tution boafts its origin in the earlieft ages of

e —mm
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the world ; and it retains its antient lswr
uncorrupted, its venerable rites and exprefs
five fymbols unchanged, and its, primeval cere-
monies intire. ''The ftupendous pyramids
which were raifed, the lofty obelifks infcrib-
ed, and the magnificent temples built, &y ma-
Jonic bands, have yielded to the ravages of
time ; but the inftitution itfelf has furvived
their overthrow, and outlived their glory.
It will countinue ftill, and flourifh, tilt

. « The great giobe ifelf,
And all which it inherit, be deftroyed,
And, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion,
Lcave not 2 wreck behind.”

Hap we leifure, it would be an interefting
and entertaining refearch to trace its progrefs
through the various ftages of fociety it has
fucceflivély improved and adorned : To fee

its early honors in Egypt ;* its CONSE-

* Thofe who have moft minutely favefligated amtient hiftory,
will have reafon to date the origin of the Egyptian myfteries at
the times of Josern ; who, not being able to fabvert the idolatry
and fuperftition of the country, and introduce his own purer faith,
eommunicated to fcle&t friends, under fuitable cautions, the
knowledge of the Divine unity and fpirituality, of the immor-
tality of the foul, and fome leading truths in the patriarchal ze-
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CRATION at Jerufalem ; its fubfequent glo-
" ry ; and its prefervation, and extenfion * in
ages long gone by.” It is true that in recur-
ring to fome periods of its remote hiftory,
we fhould have occafion to lament that the
unfounded and illiberal prejudices of too
many which it could not foften, and their
corrupt paffions which it could not fubdue,
at times denied the craft its merited honors,
\oppofed its caufe, and impeded its progrefs.*

ligion, Thefe dogmas were tranfinitted down ; but, thropgh the
lapfe of ages, became fomewhat obfcured and corrupted.

The Eleufinian and Gentile myfleries were probably branches
of this more antient eftablifbment ; and not diftin& inftitutions.
For an account of thefe, confult ARrian, Var. Hift. xii. c. 24,
PaAvUsaNIAs, X. ¢. 31. and Meursi Eleufinia : In tom., 7. GroNov,
Aantig. Gr.

« Nor did the pricfls of the myfteries negle@ to recommend
to the brethren a fpirit of friendfip and the love of virtue ; fo
pleafing even to the moft corrupt minds, and fo requifite to render
any fociety refpeétable in its own cyes.”

Giasen's obf on the viith bookoftle.&md,p. [

® Prepoffeflion hurries people to condemn what they will
ot have patience to naderftand.

Happily at the prefent day thefe prejudices lofe much of
their priftine obftinacy. “Time has allayed the viclence of par-
ty, and checked with a cool difcretion the tumults of oppofitian.
Mankind, fuperior to national predileGtion or the barriers of _
policy or priclteraft, begin to follow the gemuine dictates of rea-
fon, and honor the wife and the good vhatcverbctheu- countsy
or their creed.” , .

Q2
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Like the sun, its emblem, it has at times
been obfcured. Clouds and darknefs have
overfhadowed its luftre : The clouds of error
and the darknefs of ignorance. But from
the temporary penumbra it always emerged
~ with increafed fplendor. And though from
low minds mifts of prejudice may ftill arife,
and dim the clearnefs of its horizon, before
the meridian light of reafon, truth and wifdom,
theywill quickly difappear.

In the DARK AGES Mafonry yielded only a
faint and glimmering radiance : «“ A light
that fhined in a dark place.” But, when the
gloom of ignorance and barbarifm was dif-
pelled, it revived in its priftine confequence
and glory.

Trose who enter minutely into the
hiftory of this fociety, will find it eventful
and interefting. Various have been the
efforts wantonly ufed, even in later times, to
difturb its tranquillity and diminifh its im.
portance. Diffatisfaction has, however, been
obliged to yield to conviftion; and the
groundlefs imputations of enmity, have been
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filenced by a difplay of the virtues the infti-
tution recommends and excites, and the
laudable effets it produces. Among all na-
tions, at laft, its falutary influence is felt,
and its beneficial tendency acknowledged.
And, (though, like the common blefling of
light, unheeded in its filent operation,) men
are ignoraptly indebted to it, as a principle,
for fome of the moft difinterefted exertions
of generofity, and fome of the fweeteft inti-
macies of endearing friendfhip and focial life.

Free Masons have -always confidered
liberality as a virtue of the moft general obli-
gation and diffufive nature. To adminifter
relief to the needy, and confolation to the
diftrefled, is their moft conftant wifth, and
their higheft pride; eftablifhing friendfhip
and forming connetions, not by receiving
but conferring benefits; and diffufing the
conveniences and comforts of life with that
cheerful readinefs and benevolent impartial-
ity which heightens their value and fweetens
their poffeffion. Their bounty is not diffi-
pated among thofe who can return -the .
obligation ; but is frequently conveyed to.
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diftant lands and foreign cities, to the naked
and the hungry who fee not the hand that
reaches out the kind fupply, and can muake
0 acknowledgment to their. unknown
benefadors but the ardent benediGtion of
gratitude.
To communicate the bleflings of which we
are partakers; to contribute to the fuccefs
ful propagation of knowledge, virtue and
peace, of the fciences and the arts, and of
whatever cultivates and adorns focial life ;
and to affit the advancement of human
happinefs ; have ever been the great objeds
of this venerable aflociation. Imprefled with
a due fenfe of their obligation to the dif-
charge of thefe duties, the members of it
have fteadily purfued fuch means as were
apparently moft conducive to the accom-
plithment of fo defirable an end: Ard they
hope to furmount the obftacles and difcour-
agements which retard its more general

propagation.
- To refle@ on the rapid progrcﬁ and
prelent general diffufion of the Rovan
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ArT” throngh almoft every part of the hahi.
table world,} mueft be particularly agrecable
to all its friends, to every one fincerdy in-
terefied in the caufe of humanity ; the hap.
pincfs of his fpecies.

Ar the prefent, as in every former age
over which it hath fpread its principles,
Mafonry conftitutes the affetionate and in-
difloluble alliance which unites man in warm
cordiality with man. It forms the moft liber-

al and extenfive conne&ions. No private pre- -

&% This art was called reyel not only becaufe it was originally
pradiifed by Kings aid Princes, who were-its firft profeflors and
warmeft patrons, but likewife on account of the fuperiority which
fo fublime a fcience gave its difciples over the reft of mankind.”

SmxTs, p. 37,

+ Bomxwivs, fpeaking of the number of Mafons that went
over to the continent, about the beginning of the fourth century,
fays “even your city Autun, moft dewoted to your fervice, and in
whofe name I am efpecially to congratulate you, has been’ well
flored with architects and Mafons, fince your victory over the
Britons whofe provinces abounded with them; fo that it now
rifes in fplendor, by the rebuilding of antient houfes, eroQting
public works, and the inftauration of temples. Thus the antient
name of 2 Roman Brotberbood, which they long fince enjoyed, is
again reftored, by having your Imperia] Majefty for their focond:
founder.” Paneg. Emp. Maximian, Aug. di&.

Sec “ Notices of the hiftory of Free Mafonry, in all parts of the
world.” 8vo. Bofton, 1798

-



250 A Mafonic Eulogy.

pofieflion nor national predile@ion, no civil
policy nor ecclefiaftical tyranny, no party
fpirit nor diffocial paffion, is fuffered to pre-
vent the engagement, or interfere with the
free exercife of that brotherly love, relief and fi-
delity, it fails not'to produce. It has for ages
been lamented, that petty diftin@ions and
partial confiderations, irrational prejudices
and contrated fentiments, fhould fo much
obftru& the friendly intercourfe of mankind.
Mafonry breaks down thefe formidable bar-
riers. In its folemn affembly, around its fo-
cial altar, meet the inhabitants of different
countries with benignant looks of efteem and
fentiments of unfeigned friendfhip. Around
diftant lands it cafts Philanthropy’s conneét-
ing zone, and binds together in the fame fym-
pathies the whole family on earth.

By the ufe of the univerfal language of Ma-
Jans, members of the fraternity of all nations,
communicate eafily and freely with each
other.* On cvery quarter of the globe they

® ® Free Mafons poffcfs. what the learned have fought in vain,
ax invarioble cypber for general communication.”

Sce Faxe Masoxn’s Mao. Vol L p. 51,
Mr. Logxz's notes to the MS, Bodl
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can make known their withes, and be fure
of finding an attentive friend, a hofpitable
afylum, and liberal affiftance.

Wit RericioN, whofe fublime dofZrines
it cannot increafe, whofe noble precepts it can-
not improve, and whofe fantions it dare not
adjudge, Mafonry does not interfere. The
duties of piery muft be the voluntary and
fpiritual intércourfe of man with heaven.
Over them it ufurps no control and claims no
jurifdition. It is fatisfied with teaching all
the brethren to remember that ¢ THE EYE
WHICH SEETH IN SECRET”’ obferves all their
condu@ ; that they muft therefore “ live as
feeing him who is invifible,” and have their
fouls raifed fuperior to the grofs indulgences
of vice, and their affe@tions refined by the
fublime energies of virtue ; that they muft
be alive to all the engaging duties of benev-
alence, and be attached to their fellow men
by all thofe tender ties of friendfhip and
good will which hold the heart in the moft
permanent captivity.

SucH, my hearers, is the genius, the de-
fign, and tendency, of this inftitution.
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Bur faint and imperfed is the reprefenta.
ton I have given. Yet I cannot but hope
that, though it be but as the fun painted in
the dew drop, it will be found to have the
merit of refleting fomething of the fplendor
of its original. ‘

AT the door of Mafonry I ftand with my
taper. Would you view the glories of the
temple, enter in, and dwell there.

Tuz ingenuoufnefs of nature, my breth.
ren, kindles a blufh at the praife which comes
fo near to ourfelves. Yet, who, but one of
its own members, can fpeak the eulogy of
an cftablithment, all of whofe regulations,
and moft of whofe cffe&s, are not open to
general infpeftion, but defignedly concealed
from all but the initiated ? Determined by
his conviction, and in the caufe of TrUTH,
REASON and PHILANTHROPY, indifferent alike
toridicule and cenfure, the fpeaker aflerts the
high utility and value of this fociety, for the
encouragement and cultivation of thofe at.
tainments and qualities which are of vital
confequence to maral and Jwia! man. He
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honots from his foul its laws : Thofe laws
which foftening mature by humanity melt
mations into brotherhood. Happy would it
be for the peace of the world were they
more univerfally acknowledged. They would
give quiet to the nations. They would an.
nihilate the fpirit of martial glory, and ut-
terly debafe the pomp of war. They would
be infirumental in meliorating the difpofi-
tions of men ; in awakening and exercifing
their virtues ; in exalting their condition
and their happinefs.

SeEx ye a pure fource of joys to enliven
your profperity ? Afk ye for confolation in
adverfity ? Want ye relief from poverty ?
Enter our temple and fhare our bleffings.
Frienpsa1p will conduét your faultering ftep,
VIRTUE Will frengthen your refolutions, and
wispom enlighten your mind. There, alfo,
PiTY and cHARITY will dire& your benevo-
lence, and give value to the exercife of your
kindnefs. There nHore will brighten your
profpetts, and cLORY crown your deeds.

To this commendation of our fociety, my
beloved brethren, your knowledge and your -
& .
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hearts will bear willing teftimony. Let the
altions of your lives afford corroborative
evidence. Anfwer the raifed expe&ations of
the world. While ambitious of extending
the influence, negle& not to fupport the
credit of this antient and venerable fociety.
May the amiable fimplicity and goodnefs of
your manners produce fentiments of efteem .
in others for the principles from which they
arife ! Difgrace not your profeflion by any
unworthy ad&ion.* Mafonry may indeed
fuffer awhile from the fufpicions of the
ignorant and the cenfure of its enemies, but
it can be laftingly injured only by the im-
prudences and ill condu& of its members
and friends. Let me therefore enjoin it upon
you, while you treat with juft indifference
the infinuations and furmifes of the difingen-
uous and the perverfe, to filence the tongue
of reproach by the reétitude of your condu&,
and the brilliance of your virtues. Let it be
feen in you that our inftitution produces the
good effects we have fo openly boafted, and

* In the antient Mafonic charges is this injun@ion : % Ye fhall
do no villainie whereby the craft may be flandered.”
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the virtues we have fo frequently recom-
mended and warmly approved. Fix your
eyes fteadily on the important obje? of your
affociation. Let it open the affetionate em-
brace of large philanthropy, and lift up the
hands of rational devotion ! Let it exalt the
capacity of the mind, refine the focial fym-
pathigs, and form you for the nobleft pur-
pofes of reafonable life !

" RIGHT WORSHIPFUL MASTERS,

RESPECTED OFFICERS, AND BELOVED BRETHREN!

You this day affemble to celebrate the in-
creafed reputation and ufefulnefs of Mafon-
ry; and to pay the tribute of affeitionate
remembrance to its departed patrons and
brethren. Let hilarity therefore be temper-
ed with thoughtfulnefs. Forget not in the
cheerfulnefs of the day to retain decorum in
feftivity, and innocence in mirth. Let vir-
tue chaften your pleafures, and it will give
them a higher relifh.

WHILE you commemorate the wifdom and
glory of SorLomon, the fidelity of Hirawm,
and the virtues of ST. Joun, you will join
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alfo in celebrating the valor of Warren and
the wildom of Franxuiv. While you
praife départed worth, negle& not to- honor
fivimg virtue. And add to all your fongs the
chorus of acknowledgment and affe@ionate
refpe& to our furviving patron and brother,
W ASHINGTON, * the friend of szonry, of
his country, and of man.”

Arounb the altar of friendfhip do we thus
yearly affemble, and bring our votive incenfe
to that temple which our predeceflors found-
ed on the firm bafis of wirfue, and fupported
by the pillars of wifdom, frength and beauty.
We meet not to drain the bowl of intem-
perance, nor to indulge the excefles of glut-
tony: But to renew the cordialities of
friendfhip, the refolutions of love and good
will. We affemble not to difturb the peace
of mankind by the bufier plans of ambition,
nor to fabricate thofe arts of luxury which
but augment the miferies of life: Our obje&
is to enliven the kindly fenfibilities of human
nature, and all the fweet civilities of focial
intercourfe.
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CHILDREN OF LIGHT |

Tuz duties of your profeffion are intc.reftg
~ Ing and important. The duties of fociety and

of religion are alfo binding upon you. May
you difcharge them a4/l with fidelity and
honour ! Then, when the events of time fhall
be ended, and the retributions of eternity
begin, when the MorNING sTARs fhall again
fing together and the fons of Gob fhout for
joy, vE fhall join the animating chorus and
fhare the glorious triumph. Ye fhall be
deemed worthy to enter the doors of the
celeftial temple, to be adorned with jewels
beautxﬁed with 1mmorta.hty, and advanced
to glones incomparably more refplcgdcnq
;han any here below.

50 MOTE IT BE}



A
CHARGE.

S —————r R
Dauvayso ysror: THE GRAND LODGE o3 MASSACHU-
SETTS, Junt 34th, A. L. 5395.

IN fubmiffion to the appointment,
and in compliance with the requeft of the
venerable officers and beloved brethren of
this GrRAND LODGE, ! rife to give the cuftom-
ary mafonic cHarce. To make apologies
now, would be ineffeual. And to intreat
indulgence in behalf of what it is expeted I
thould enforce by autbority, would but dimin-
ifh the dignity of the precepts to be incul-
cated, and weaken the influence of the cau.
tion to be impreffed. I cannot doubt the
candor of the liberal ; and need not fear the
cenfure of the prejudiced. It will fuffice if
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this refpeted audience be but convinced,
from my honeft developement of the charac
ter and fimple ftatement of the duties of Free
Mafonry, that the principles upon which the
inftitution is founded are falutary, and that
the morals 1t enjoins are pure.

To give to thefe principles and thefe mon
als their proper force, recofle®, my beloved
-btethren, that I ftand in the place, and fpeak
by the authority of that Divine Mafon whofe
anniverfary, you celebrate. - On this occa-
fion you are to regard me as his reprefenta-
tive. To his counfels you are invited to
liften. ¢ THE SAME CAME FOR 4 WITNESS, To
BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT, THAT ALL MEN
THROUGH HIM MIGHT BELIEVE.”. As the her-
ald, commiffioned to awaken attention to
the glories of the brighteft {cene that ever
dawned upon the earth, he calls for the re-
formation of thofe prejudices which preclude
acknowledgment of the dodrines of heavenly
truth, and thofe corruptions which prevent
diffufion of the fyftem of unbounded love.

LeT your minds be open to conviction.
Examine with the utmoft freedom. Bewill-
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§ng to adopt what you find. to be excellent ;
and in the beft of caufes be the warmeft of
advocates.

Tue duties of pieTy claim your firft and
chiefeft attention. Their facred fpirit fhould
fandtify, pervade, and influence all your
thoughts and actions, ennoble all your pur-
fuits, and be both the beginning and the end
of whatever deferves the name of wifdom.

DemoNsTRATE by devout reverence and
habitual goodnefs, your homage, fidelity and
love to the ALMIGHTY ARCHITECT. Ever
a& as under the infpection of that ¢ Eye
which feeth in fecret.” Negle& not to im-
plore the affiftance of the Deity in your
building ; work by his perfett plans: and
confecrate the edifice ‘you finifh to his glory
and praife.

WEIGH. well the powers of fimple PIETY |
Make it the bey-fone in your arch of virtue ;
And it will keep that graceful fabric firm,
Though all the ftorms of fortunic burft uponit.

ForGeT not that you have profefled your-
felves’ ¢ members of the great temple of the
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univerft, teady to obey the laws of the
Grand Mafter of all, in whofe prefence you
feek to be approved.”

Nexr cultivate and exercife the principles
of generous philanthropy and munificent
benevolence.. Your liberalities and affections
muft not be limited to kindred and neigh-
bors; nor circumfcribed within the narrow
confines of felfintereft or perfonal obligation ;
but, uniformly direfted to the general wel-
fare, muft be dilated into an exercife wide
and extenfive as human kind. “ You muft
affuredly know that in all the bonds by
which we are united; in all the leCtures
we receive ; and in all the exercifes by
which we endeavor cither to amufe, in-
firu&, or bencfit each other; firi& juftice
and univerfal charity form the principle, the
fentiment, and the labor of the Free and Ac.
cepted Mafon.”*

In the endeared and fublime friendthip
you have formed, you are to confider, more
efpecially, the interefts of a brother as in-
feparable from your own. And your’sis the

*InwooD’s fermons, p. 75,
R 2
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fweet fatisfa@tion of alliance with thofe, to
whofe bofoms you may confide the moft im-
portant and fecret thoughts, without diftruft
or fear; and in whofe hearts you may
always be fure to find an unfailing willing-
nefs to be interefted for you, to falace your
gricfs, calm your inquietudes, relieve your
ncceflities and lighten the burden of your
Iabors. Every member of this fociety is
happy in the enjoyment of that reciprocal
confidence and efteem which amply provides
for the mutual interchange of affeGionats
fervices and afliftance.

Reverence the laws, and conform to the
ufages of our venerable conftitution. Difs
countenance every deviation from its princi.
ples, and carefully avoid any innavation in
its long cftablithed pra&ices. In retaining
their primeval fimplicity, you approach
neareft to their origina] purity, and beft an.
fwer their original intent.

Trese are fome of your leading duties,
Buch is the excelling nature of our inftitu.
tion ; which, as it honors itfelf by its lef
{fons, fo may we honor it by oyr virtues,
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‘Let u$ on all occafions fupport its dignity
‘and maintain its credit. May our whole
condu@ prove our convittion of its excel-
lency, and bear evidence to its happy effeét.

Procrep, brethren, with firmnefs in the
Jucid path pointed out for your feps.

Bk the animating fpirit of our afociation
the incitement to your nobleft employment,
and the enlivener of your moft exalted
delights!

StiLL may your bofoms glow with the
ardor of kindnefs, and fill pofiefs the unfuf-
peQing fecurity and undiminithed tendernefs
of friendlinefs and love !

Surrzr no confideration to induce yom
to a&t unworthy the refpetable charaer
you bear. But ewer difplay the difcretion,
the virtue, the dignity and the hatmony,
which become you as the son$ of REasON,
the piscirLes of wispOM, and thé BRETHREN
of numantTy | Thus will your conde lend
diftinguifhed luftre to your profeffion, and
contradi& the fcoffs of thofe who éontemptu.
oufly overlook or fedioufly depreciate ia a
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"Mafon even the moft eminent inftances of
merit.

O vE, whom curiofity, or the purfuit of
amufement hath drawn into this aflembly,
Would to GOD that fuch fmiles of good
humor as fuffufe your cheeks, and fuch
beams of joy as irradiate your &yes, glowed
on the cieeks and brightened in the eyes,
of every fon and daughter of Adam ! And
that all might, like you, participate the hap-
pinefs which refults from the privileges of
freedom, is refined by knowledge, and per-
feQed in the reign of virtue and peace !

Bur confent to look abroad into the
world. It may interrupt, indeed, for one
painful moment, the cheerful flow of your
fpirits : But it will teach you fome moft im-
portant leflons. See the members of 2 moft
extenfive family ehgaging in perpetual con-
tefts. Man, who ought to be the friend, the
brother, becomes the enemy of man. The
luft of power and domination, every mean
propenfity, every turbulent paffion, excites
variance and leads to outrage. The crimfon
ftandard of war is ereéted. Nations furioufly
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prefs around it. And the moft populous
and flourithing countries exhibit the mofk
fanguinary fcenes of defolation. You fhud-
der at the painful view. You tremble for
the diftrefles of mankind, and anxioufly
inquire, What can mitigate the fufferings
thefe occafion ? What projeét for reconcilia-
tion can be devifed ! Who will communicate
a plan, eafy to be adopted and effeétual in its -
éxercife, which will reftore its rights to vio-
lated nature, and its fupremacy to deprefled
humanity : Which will banith entirely every
unfocial paffion, and eftablith perpetually uni-’
verfal peace ? With what animated pleafure
would we liften to the propofal which prom-
ifed fuch defirable effe@ts ! How would we
all rejoice in its ready adoption and genera.l'
diffufion !

AssurepLy, then, you will obferve with
pleafure the increafing progrefs of Mafinry.
At leaft you will not withhold your encour-
agement from an inftitution which has the
moft manifeft tendency to annihilate all party
fpirit, to conciliate all private opinions, and
by the fweet and powerful attractions of love
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to draw into one harmonious fraternity men .
of all nations and all opinions. Who can
remain unmoved and cold at the idea of the
manifold good that may and will be effected
by fuch an inftitetion ! What gencrous citi-
zen will hefitate at making it his duty and
joy to contribute what he can to the accom-
plifhment of fuch delightful hopes !

Ler us all join in the fervent wifh for
fuccefs to all fuch motives as enforce, and all .
fuch focieties as encourage philanthropy and
virtue. And may the whole brotherhood of
mankind be united in the harmony of love,
and blefled with the tranquillity of peace !
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* BEatered Apprentisec, at their making, are chargad that they foeuid travel
Boncfily, love their fellows as themfelves, and be faithful to the Lodge” *
Antient MS. in the reign of Edw. IIL

ADDRESS t0 a BroTHER at bis reception.

BROTHER.

I saLUTE you cheerily and affec-
tionately by this endearing appellation. The
communications made on our part, and the
engagements entered into on your’s, are
mutual pledges of comfidential truft and
agreement, and tokens of an attachment
facred and inviolable,

From this moment we fhall feel a fpecial
claim upon your friendfhip, and a fpecial
intercft in your welfare : and we hope you
will cultivate a warm attachment to that
family of love into which you are now
adopted ; the pleafurcs and advantages of
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which you are beginning to realize. And
we are certain that the better you underftand,
the more you will admire our principles and
practices.

Our good opinion of you induced us to
receive with pleafure your application ; and
vote, unanimoufly, to admit you into our
fociety. We have always withed to bring
into our alliance the wife and the good ;
that, while we attach them to us, by the
light we convey, we may borrow luftre for
our inftitution from their talents and their
virtues. Let our expe&ations of yox be all
accomplithed. Retain, we entreat you, that
" goodnefs of heart, that fair fame, that purity
of intention, and love of virtue, of which
we believe you now poflefled ; and of which
the fpotlefs vefiment wherewith you are now
girded, is at once ‘the emblem, the badge,
and the reward.

Be juft to yourfelf and to us, to your
profeflion and engagements ; and it will be
apparent to all that, in becoming a Mafon,
you become a better man.
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Now look around you! Thofe, whofe eyes,
" fparkling with joy, and countenances, drefled
in fiiles, are direted towards you, are your
BRETHREN. Ready to difcharge all the of-
fices of that intimate relation, they now bid
you welcome to their number and fellowthip,
to their affeCtions and affiftance, to their
privileges and joys: and through me they
promife to prote& you by their influence
and authority, to advife you by their abilities
and fkill, to aflit you in exigence by their
liberality and bounty, and to cheer you at
all times with their kindnefs and love. And
you will have the happinefs of experiencing
the truth of this antient remark that < Mafons
being brethren, there exif no invidious diftinc.
tions among them : ’* and that they ¢ love cach
other mightily, as bath been faid ; which indeed
may nat otherwife be, for good men and true,
knowing each other to be fuch, do akways love the
more as tbey be tbe more good,”t

THis, BroTHER, is the beginning of our art,
How fuccefiful is its progre/s, and how happy
® Antient Mafonic MS.

+ See the Bodlean MS., with thcnotandcxphnauomoﬁhc
celebrated Joun Logke, Efg,
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is its end, you may fully know if you are but
attentive, faithful and wife. Your diligence

. and a&ivity in work, your fkill in acquiring
" the inflractions, of your degree, and your
zeal in the caufe of Free Mafoary, will lead
you forwards to higher grades, to clearer

views, and to nobler privileges.®

¢« Mafonry is a progreflive fcience, and not to be attained in
any degree of perfe@tion but by time, paticnce, and 2 confiderable
degree of application and induftry ; for no one is admisted to the
profoundeft fecrets, or the higheft honors of this fraternity, till by
time we are affured he has learned fecrecy and merality.” :

Sec s fermon entitled * Mdafonry famded o Saripture,” by the
Beo. W. WiLL1aAMS. 1753.
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«TyrY THAT BE LABORING MEN, o’ CravsTMzN, o ' RULY.”
ANTIENT CHARGES, MS.

ADDRESS f0 @ BROTHRR, on his being crafied.

WE have now endeavored, BROTHER,
to reward your diligence by conferring on
you a higher rank in the fcale of Mafonry;
making to you new and interefting difcove-

ries ; and affigning you work in an elevated
apartment of the temple.

In behalf of the brethren, I congratulate
your preferment. I affure you that the ftep
you have taken is a fafe one; and with a
fingle eye you may fee that your ftagings are
firm, your fituation fecure, and your prof-
peéts brightened. '

Yovu will now be inftru&ted in the ufe of
tools of a more artful and ingenious con-
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firution. Be not regardlefs of their fym.
bolic application. By them you will learn
to reduce rude matter into form, and rude
manners into the more polithed fhape of
moral and religious reditude; becoming
thereby, yourfelf, a more fymmetical part of
the ftruGure of human fociety. By the
Jquare of juftice, learn to meafure your
a&ions. To the /eve/ of humility and conde-
fcenfion, reduce your difpofition and de-
meanor : And by the plumb line of re&itude
regulate all your moral condu&. )

. Tue grade to which you are now ad-
vanced has its appropriate fervices and
duties. It demands the exercife of Jerength,
intelleCtual and moral ; and it calls for the
extenfion of relief to your brethren, accord-
ing to your ability and their exigence.

WiiLe invincible as a Mafon, and brave as
a man ;. be fure to difplay the benignity of
the friend, and the kindnefs of the brother.

You are to learn, now, to encounter trials
with unyielding ftability ; and to endure
tribulation with fubmiffive patience. And
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you will find that Mafonry prevents the
pufilanimity of dejection, and filences the
murmurs of difcontent, by encouragements
and fupports peculiar to itfelf.* But fhould
2 lot be your’s in life, as we fervently hope,
exempt from the pains of affliGtion and the
preflure ~of adverfity, let the leffons you are
now acquiring teach you to help and relieve
all your deftitute and diftrefled brethren to

- the beft of your power. Be willing to diftri-
bute to the neceflitous a portion of thofe
bounties your profperity can fpare; and
ready to communicate to the afflited fome -
of thofe precious confolations which fympa-
thy prepares and kindnefs adminifters. And
your’s be all the blefings promifed the
merciful by the Gop of mercy ! ~

BROTHER,

Wz have feen with pleafure your im-
provement in our art; and are coavinced
that your indufiry and perfeverance wil
foon lead you to the acquirement of greater
knowledge and entitle you to greater honors.

* %« Maconnes teach the fkylle of becommynge gude and pare
fyghte, withoughten the holpynges of fere and hope.” s 3oD1.

3



THIRD DEGREE.

@ Every ane fball annfuvere thefe three queflions ; Hovw baff thow entered !
How beft thou wrought ? How baft thou lived ? And if be can affeils
thefe, and bath lawd thercin, be moy be raifed and bonoured and reward-
od” ANTIENT MS.

ADDRESS 70 @ BRoTHER at bis raifing.

BROTHER,

"THE arcana of our craft are imparted
gradually to its members, according to their
improvement. As you have acquitted your.
felf well as an expert and ingenious craftf{-
man, in reward for your diligence and
ingenuity we now admit you to our moft
confidential communications, and exalt you
to the fublime degree of MasTER MasON.

THis, brother, is a privilege which but
few obtain: and muft be the more grateful
to you as the badges with which you are
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now invefted, are conferred only on the wor-
thy and the wife.

THe affe®ing fcene through which yoy,
have juft paffed muft have deeply imprefled
your mind. Let the folemn cautions with
which it was accompanied, and the excellent
leflons it inculcates, be always remembered
and invariably obferved.

SupporT with dignity the refpeGable char-
acter you now bear.

Bk juft to your profeflion, and true to your
engagements. ~ Hold faft your integrity; and
let no offers bribe and no threats intimidate
you to betray your truft or violate your
vow. Be faithful unto the death, and the
acacian fragrance of a good report will em-
balm your -memory. At the SuPrEME
GRAND MasTER’S word your body- will be
raifed in honor, and your reward be glori-
ous in the region of light and life eterpal !



CHARGE,
AT THE OPENING OF 4 LODGE.

BRETHREN,

I BEHOLD you again affembling
together, with thofe complacent emotions of
affe®ion which animate the meeting of dear-
eft friends that have been fome time fepa-
rated.

Arter this interval you muft have acquired
an increafed relifh for the interefting exercifes
of this retreat ; and you undoubtedly return
with new alacrity to your labors of love.

Anp now, brethren, with that clofing
door, the bufy world is fhut out : and with
it, all its perplexities, and cares, and forrows.
None of them are fuffered to intrude upon
opr happy privacy. Here nothing -enters
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but ¢ innocent pleafures, pure joys, and
rational gaities.”

CouME, then, ye who are emulous to ex-
cel in the #rue, the good, or the great ! Enjoy-
ing the bright aufpices and emanations of
that glorious Sun, which now fheds around
you the cleareft, the moft cheering rays,
your underftandings will become more en-
lightened with wzspoar, your hearts more
warmed with pzvzricance. Come, you are
welcome guefts at the feaft of caarrrr and
the refrethment of zorz !/

Yg, Brethren, are not in darknefs. Walk
as children of the light. Obferve the firiGteft
decorum. Carefully attend to every inftruc-
tion here offered, and readily comply with
every requirement here enjoined, Be dili-
gent in the duties of your refpeitive fta-
tions : and may the joys of vazzrand reacs

prevail !



A

CHARGE,

AT THE CLOSING OF 4 LODGE.

BRETHREN,

YOU are now to quit this facred
retreat of friendfbip and wirtue, to mix again
with the world. Amidft its concerns and
employments, forget not the duties you have
heard fo frequently inculcated, and forcibly
recommended in this Lodge. Be, therefore,
diligént, prudent, temperate, difcreet. Re-
member alfo, that around this altar you have
folemnly and repeatedly promifed to befriend
and relieve, with unbhefitating cordiality, fo
far as fhall be in your power, every brother
who fhall need your affiftance : That you
have promifed to remind him, in the moft
tender manner, of his failings, and aid his
reformation, Vindicate his charaGer when
wrongfully traduced. Suggeft in his behalf
the moft candid, favorable, 'and paliating
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circumftances, when his condu& is juftly
reprehended. That the world may obferve
how Mafons love one another.

THEesE generous principles are to extend
farther. Every human being has a claim up-
on your kind offices. So that we enjoin it
upon you to “ to do good unto aLy,” while
we recommend it more ¢ efpecially to the
houfehold of the faithful.”

By diligence in the duties of your refpect-
ive callings, by liberal benevolence, and dif-
fufive charity, by conftancy and fidelity in
your friendfhips, by uniformly juft, amia-
‘ble, and virtuous deportment, difcover the
beneficial and happy effets of this antient
and honorable inftitution.

LeT it not be fuppofed that you have here
labored in vain, and fpent your firength for
nought ; for your werk is with the Lorp,
and your recompenfe with your Gob.

FinaLLy, brethren, farewell. Beyeall of
one mind. Live in peace. And may the
Gon of love and peace delight to dwell with
and to blefs you ! )



.ADDRESS,

AT THR INTERMENT (WITE MASONIC WONORS) OF BROTEER

SAMUEL PIERCE, yun.
OF DORCHESTER ;

WHO WAS UNYORTUNATELY DROWNED NEAR LONG-ISLANE,

ocrosrr 16, 1796. =. 30

IDEAR is eftimated the name of friend.
Lovely is the relation which cements con.
genial feuls. But dearer ftill the amity,
more intimate the conneion, my brethren,
which unites our hands and hearts. How
painful then the cataftrophe in which is dif-
folved an alliance fo clofe and fo affettion-
ate! Alas! how forcibly do we feel this now !
Death, regardlefs of thofe fweet engage-
ments, thofe pleafing intercourfes, and thofe
improving joys, which Mafons know, has
fuddenly fummoned away, in the midft of his
days and ufefulnefs the valued brother whofe
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yemainswehave juft lodged in the filent tomb.
We beheld his fun in its meridian, and rejoic-
ed in its brightnefs. Itis nowfet; and the
evening fhades of exiftence have dofed a-
round. Blefled be his reft, and foft and fafe
to him the mortal bed ! Sweet be the open-
ing flowers we plant around : fragrant the
caffia fprig that here fhall flourith !* While
we his memory cherith, his virtues imitate,
his death improve !

WitH bleeding’ha.rts we fympathize with
the difconfolate widow, the bereaved pa~
rvents, the affliGted friends. Their griefs are
our’s, for our’s the lofs they feel. But let
us look forward, enlightened by religion, to
the brighter fcene, when our brother, who
is now levelled by the firoke of death, fhall
be raifed from his proftrate ftate, at the So-
PREME GRAND MasTER’S werd, and be admit-
ted to the privileges of the Ladge Celeftial,
Let us comfort one another, with thefe
words. With thefe profpets let us confole
the widow and the mourners. And permit

® Alluding to the fowers and fewigs the brethren had firewed
around the entrance to the tomb.



282 Faneral Addrefi.

me, brethren, in their behalf to tender you
a tribute of lively acknowledgment for the
refpe@ you thew the deceafed. Your kind-
nefs, attention, and fympathy are peculiarly
grateful and foothing to their agonized
hearts. Their tears, their looks thank you,
though forrow denies their lips an utterance.

¢ Tuese laft offices we pay the dead ought
to be improved as ufeful inftruétions to the
living.” Let us all remember that, ¢ the
generations of men are like the waves of the
fea.” In quick fucceflion they follow each
other to the coafts of death. Another and
another ftill fucceeds, and prefles on the
fhore; then ebbs and dies, to give place to
the following wave. Thus are we wafted
forward. Now buoyed, perhaps by hope;
now finking in defpair : rifing on the tide of
profperity ; or overwhelmed with the billows
of misfortune. Sometimes, when leaft ex-
pected, the ftorms gather, the winds arife,
¢ and life’s frail bubble burfts.” Be caution-
ed then, nor truft to cloudlefs fkies, to placid
» feas, or fleeping winds. Forget not there are
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hidden rocks. Guard, too, againft the
fudden blaft. Be rarra your pilot; you
will then be fafely guided to the haven of
eternal blifs, ‘ '

¢ There may you bathe your weary fouyl
In feas of heavenly reft;

And not a wave of trouble roll
Acroft your peaceful breaft {




AN

ADDRESS.

DELivEReD AT TER REQUEST OF THE Orrrcras anp Mrmzsas
or COLUMBIAN LODGE, ox tar DEDICATION os
TRER Nxw HALL, Jone 34, 1800.

BRETHREN,

"THE ceremonies we are about to per.

"form are not unmeaning rites, nor the amu-

fing pageants of an idle hour; but have a

folemn and infiru@ive import. Suffer me to .

point it out to you, and to prepare your

minds for thofe important fentiments they
are fo well adapted to convey.

Tius Hall, defigned and built by wifiom,
fupported by firength, and adorned in ezsy,
we are firk to confecrate 1N THE NAME or
"THE GREAT JEHOVAH.* Which teaches us

® Scc the ceremony of dedication, in the Book of Conflity-
tions.
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in all our works begun and finifhed to ac.
knowledge, adore, and magnify him. It re.
minds us, alfo, in his fear to enter the door
of the lodge, to put our truft in him while
pafling its trials, and to hope in him fot the
reward of its labors.

LeT, then, its altar be devoted to his fer.
vice, and its lofty arch refound with his
praife ! May 7HE 8rE WHICH SEBTH IN SACREY
witnefs here the fincere and unaffeited piety,
which withdraws from the engagements of
the world to filence and privacy, thatit may
be exercifed with lefs interruption and lefs
oftentation.

Our march round the lodge reminds us of
the travels of human life, in which Mafonry
is an enlightened, a fafe, and a pleafant path.
Its 1affalated pavement of Mofaic work intimates
to us the chequered diverfity and uncertainty
of human affairs. Qur ftep is time ; our
progreffion, eternity.

FoLLowING our antient conftitutions, with
myftic rites, we dedicate this Hall To THE
HONOR OF MASONRY.
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Our beft attachments are due to the craft.
In its profperity we find our joy; and, in
paying it honor, we honor ourfelves. But
its worth tranfcends our encomiums, and its
glory will out-found our praife.

BRETHREN, it is our pride that we have
our names on the records of Mafonry: may
it be our high ambition that they fhould fhed
a luftre on the immortal page!

Tue Hall is alfo to be dedicated To vanbz.‘

'Tuis worthy appropriation will always be
duly regarded while the moral duties which
our fublime leétures inculcate with affeting
and impreflive pertinency, are cherithed in
our hearts and illuftrated in our lives.

As Free Mafonry aims to enliven the fpirit
of philanthropy, and promote the caufe of
charity, fo we dedicate this Hall To uNiver-
SAL BENEVOLENCE ; in the aflurance that
every brother will dedicate his affetions and
his abilities to the fame generous purpofe :
that while he difplays a warm and cordial
affetion to thofe who are of the Fraternity,
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he will extend his benevolent regards and
good wifhes to the whole family of man.
kind.

SucH, my brethren, is the fignificant
meaning of the folemn rites we are now to
perform, becaufe fuch are the peculiar duties
of every Lodge. I need not enlarge upon
them now, nor thew how they diverge, as
rays from a centre, to enlighten, to improve,
and to cheer the whole circle of life. Their
import and their application is familiar to
you all. In their knowledge and their exer-
ercife may you fulfil the high purpofes of the
mafonic inflitution ! )

How many pleafing confiderations, my
brethren, attend the prefent interview.
Whilt in almoft every other part of the
world political animofities, contentions, and
wars, interrupt the progrefs of humanity
and the caufe of benevolence, it is our dif-
tinguithed privilege, in this happy region
of liberty and peace, to engage in the plans
and to perfect the defigns of individual and
focial happinefs, Whilft in other nations
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our order is viewed by politicians with fufpi.
cion, and by the ignorant with apprehenfion ;
in this country, its members are too much
refpeited and its principles too well known,
to make it the obje& of jealoufy or miftruft.
Our private affemblies are unmolefted ; and
our public celebrations attraét a more general
approbation of the Fraternity. Indeed, its
importance, its credit, and we truft its ufe-
fulnefs, arc advancing to a height unknown
in any former age. The prefent occafion
gives frefh evidence of the increafing affec-
tion of its friends ; and this noble apart-
ment, fitted up in a flile of elegance and
convenience which far exceed any we have
among us, does honor to Mafonry, as well
as the higheft credit to the refpedable Lodge
for whofe accommodation and at whafe cx-
pende it iseveited. '

We offer our beft congratulations to the
worfbipful MASTER, WARDENS, OFFICERS and
MEnmBERS of the cozumsran robce. We
commend their zeal, and hope it will meet
with the moft ample recompenfe. May their
Hall be the happy refort of PIETY, VIRTUE,

/
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and BENEVOLENCE ! May it be protefted
from accident, and long remain a monument
of their attachment to Mafonry ! May their
Lodge continue to flourith 3 their union to
firengthen ; and their happinefs to abound !
And when they, and we all, fhall be removed
- from the labors of the earthly lodge, may we
be admitted to the brotherhood of the per-
fe@t, in the building of Gop, the hall not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens !



INVOCATION.

SUPREME ARCHITECT of all worlds !
vouchfafe to accept, the folemn dedication of
this Hall, 70 THE GLORY OF THY HOLT NAME!
Make its walls falvation, and its arch praife!
May the brethren who fhall here affemble,
meet in unity, work inlove, and part in har-
mony ! May Fidelity keep the door, Faith
prompt the duties, Hope animate the labors,
and Charity diffufe the bleflings of the Lodge!
May wifdom and virtue diftinguifh the Fra-
ternity, and Mafonry become glorious in all
the earth !

So mote it be !

AMEN!
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INFORMATION.
e ——

AS foon as the members could convenietly be
called together after the mournful intelligence arrived
of the death of their’ Hlufirious Brother GEORGE
WasHINGTON, they affembled to pay their funeral
honors to his memory.

Tue hall, the furniture of the lodge, and the
brétliren were all drefled in the badges of mburning :
and the apartment but dimly lighted.

THE following addrefs was delivered : an occa-

fional dirge was fung and a well adapted anthem
chanted, by the choir. :

APPROPRIATE teftimonials of refpe& clofed the
folemnities.



ADDRESS.

AH, my brethren, what a change do
we perceive ! Our lodge, the lightfome abode

of joy, how darkened with the gloom.of for-

row ! Inftead of the gay fplendor with which
it was irradiated, a pale fepulchral light dim.

Iy gleams in its recefles. The cheexful falus
tation with which we were wont to hail the
. beloved member or welcome the accepted
vifitant, is now exchanged for the look of
fadnefs and the condolence of fympathy. We
- forego the fprightly fong for the folemn
dirge, and the ¢up of pleafure for the chalice
of woe. The regalia are all veiled in black,
~ and every thing about us bears the tokens
of the lofs we have fuftained in the death of
WasHINGTON, the patron, the ornament,
the pride of our Fraternity. We affemble to
dwell in penfive recolletion on his fublime
virtues, to record his focial worth, and to

T2
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give vent in privacy ‘to our unaffe@ed for-
rows at his deccafe.

His modeft and unambitious fpirit, which
fhrunk from the pomp of life, and delighted
rather in the filent fatisfaition of doing well,
than in the loud applaufes.of the world for
having done fo, would not difdain the hum-
ble honors we pay : though artlefs, yet cor-
dial ; though unoftentatious, yet fincere.

IT is not in our power to make a parade.of
funeral obfequies, nor to ere& a pompous
cenotaph to his fame ; but what we can, we
do ; we infcribe his worth on our memo-
ries, and infhrine his virtues in our hearts.

WhueN we confider him as a General and
a Statefman, we are filled with admiration.
When we recognize in him the defender,
deliverer, and father of his country, our
bofoms glow with gratitude. But when we
behold him in the lefs majeftic but more en-
gaging charalter of a brother, his memory is
endeared to our affeGtions and has a peculiar
claim upon our love. ‘
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Possessing difpofitions congenial with the
genuine fpirit of .Free Mafonry, he early be-
came a member of the fociety. Habitually
defirous of enlarging the fphere of focial
happinefs and of promoting the caufe of
philanthropy, he difcovered in our order
means eminently conducive to thefe impor-
tant purpofes.* It gave a nobler expanfion
to his charity, a wider range to his benevo-
lence. Accordingly, he engaged in the plans
and aflifted the labors of the lodge, with a
high fatisfaition which thofe only can feel
whofe hearts are warmed with the fame dif-
interefted love, and enlarged with the fame
good will.

WaeN harafled by the fatigues of war or
the concerns of public life, he was fond of
fecking the refrefbment and enjoying the feren-
ity always to be found within the peaceful
walls of the lodge. There every perplexing
anxiety fubfided, and every tumultuous
thought was calmed. There he obtained

" ® See this moft beautifully alluded to, and moft happily exprefled
in his anfwer to the addrefs of the Grand Lodge of Maffachufetts
on their prefenting him a copy of the Book of Conftitutions.

’
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relief from his cares, or frength to rife above
them. There his fpirit was enlivened and
his joys reftored ; every cloud difperfed, and
a bright funfhine illuminated his profpeéts.

HEe pafled the various grades and filled the
feveral offices of the lodge ; and was tried,
proved, and accepted in them all.  And wheth-
er we contemplate him as exalted to the chair
of Solomon, to inftru and govern ; or re-
turning to the level of his brethren, to par-
take their toils and fhare their duties; we
have equal occafion to admire the dignity and
humility of his charaéter, the noble elevation
and amiable condefcenfion of his manners.*
So, when raifed to the higheft military and
civil honors his grateful country could be-
ftow, even when filling the rank of PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED sTATES he deemed it no
derogation of his diftinguithed eminence
and ftation to be confidered as 4 Mafon.t -

* In the courfeof the revolutionary war, this cxalted hero fre-
quently vifited a Lodge where a Sarjeant prefided as Mafler,

+ This is proved by his anfwers to the various complimentary
addrefles of moft of the Grand Lodges in America. His reply to
one from King David's Lodge in Newport (R. L) contains this dec-

-®
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In fhort, his love for the order,‘ his zeal
in promoting its interefts, and his teftimoni.
als in its favor, have not only revived its
priftine credit, but given it new confequence
and reputation in the world. i

Tuz honor thus conferred upon us has
been peculiarly ferviceable at the prefent day,
when the moft unfounded prejudices have
been harbored againft Free Mafonry, and the
moft calumnious impeachment brought for-
ward to deftroy it. But our oppofers bluth-
ed for their cenfures when we reminded
them that WasriNGTON loved and patron-
ized the inftitution.

WHEN the order was perfecuted by re-
ligious fanaticifin and political jealoufy, his
unfullied virtue was its apology, and his
irreproachable life its pledge: He advocated
its principles, becaufe he had found them to
be pure ; and commended its defigns, becaufe
he knew them to be generous.

laration : “ Being perfuaded that a juft application of the princi-
ples on which the Mafonic Fraternity is founded, muft be promo-
tive of private virtue and public profperity, I fhall always be hap-
py to advance the interefts of the focicty, and to be confider-
ed by them as a deferving brother.”
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'WHAT an irreparable lofs, to be deprived
of fuch a patron at fuch a time ! Ages, per-
haps, will pafs away, before our Fraternity
may boaft at its head-a chara&er fo great.

YET let not our enemies fuppofe they may
triumph now that he lives not to confute
their afperfions. The fuperior lufire of his
name will out-thine the flathes of their re-
fentment, and reflett a glory upon Mafonry
which can never fade.

Harpy in its original value and grateful
for its augmented fame, let us refolve never
to forfeit nor leflen the prefent high refped-
ability of the craft. Let our lives be adorn-
ed with thofe focial and moral virtues which
become us as the fons of light, and the broth-
ers of WasHiNgToN. We fhall honor him
by honoring the inftitution of his early at-
tachment, and lateft veneration. His vir-
tues illuftrated its principles, and his benev-
olence explained its tendencies. O might
our virtuous adtions and benevolent pur-
pofes, formed by the fame difcipline and

excited by the fame motives, emulate his!

o 2y
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And, though they fall, at laft, far, far be-
hind in merit and effe@; it will be to their
praife that they were modelled after thofe
that were fublime and perfe&.

IrLusTRIOUS WaAsHINGTON ! We lament
thee as mortal by nature, but we celebrate
thee as immortal by virtue ! We mourn thy
departure from earth, but rejoice at thy arri-
- val in heaven ! Having been faithful in all

thy courfe, thou art now raifed to the fub-
lime degree of LicHT INEFFABLE. Taught
by thy example worthily to pafs the proba.
" tionary grades of time, we will hope to fol-
low thee to the Grand Lodge of kindred
fpirits. :

FAREWELL, till the grand fummons : then,
brother, we will rife and meet thee !

ort .



THER

EXTEMPORANEOUS DIRGE

WHICH WAS SUNG ON THE OCCASION.

‘WHILE all our nation, whem!’d in grief,
Lament their General, Patriot, Chief,
Let us, his brethren, long revere
A name to Mafonry fo dear !

In myftic rites our Lodge difplays

Its forrows and its patron’s praife ;
And fpreads frefh garlands round the tomb,
‘Where the fweet caffia long thall bloom.

Look to the Eaft ; its fplendors fail !
The lefler lights grow dim and pale |
—The glory once refleted here

Now dawns upon a higher {phere !



MASONIC DIRGE.

COMPOSED AT THE REQUEST OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

[Set ta mufic by the R. W. Brother HovLDEN, and fung on the 11éb of
Feb. §800, the day fit apdrt by foc Grand Lodge o pay tbmfmul
berors to their Brother George WasmnaToN.]

WHILE every Orator and Bard difplays

The HERO’s glory and the PaTrIoT’S fame ;

And aLL the GUARDIAN OF THEIR COUNTRY praife,

Revere his greatnefs and his worth proclaim—

‘WE mourn the MaN, made our’s by tendereft ties,
T beir honor’d CHIEFTAIN, our lovd BRoTHER dies !

Come then, the myftic “rites no more delay ;
Deep filence reigus, the tapers dimly burn :
WispoM and FORTITUDE the requiem pay,
And BeauTy firews freth garlands round the urn.
A Mason, brothers ; 2 GRAND MasTEr dies !
The caffia fprig defignates where he lies.

As Love FrRaxerNaL leads our footfteps there,
Again to weep, again to bid adieu,

FarTH views the foul, releas’d from mortal care,
Through fpheres empyreal its bleft courfe purfue,

*Till it the LobGE or PErrecT LIGHT attam ;

There may we meet our WASHINGTON again




A

HYMN,

Suna AT TEE ConszcaaTion o UNION LODGE,
DORCHESTER, Juwr 34, 1797.
m
L '
GREAT fource of light and love,
To thee our fongs we raife !
O in thy Temple Lord above,
Hear and accept our praife |
1 8
Shine on this feftive day,
Succeed its hop’d defign :
And may our charity difplay
A love refembling thine.
118 /
May this fraternal band,
Now confecrated, blefs'd,
In unioN all diftinguifh’d ftand,
In pURITY be drefs'd !
Iv.
May all the fons of peace
Their every gi-acc improve 3
*Till difcord through the nations ceafe,
AND ALL THE WORLD BE LOVE !



TRANSLATION or Tae NOTES.

PAGE 17.

TH!S is genuine and indiffoluble rraTERNITY, grow-
ing out of the virtue and perfecion of minds ! whofe once form-
ed league neither the diverfity of defires nor contrariety of
wills can difannul : whofe principles lead to vencrate the worthy
and rebuke the diflfolute member ; to be obliging to ,the brother
when prefent, and not to fpeak ill of him when abfcnt ; to con-
gratulate him in health, and not to defert him when infirm ; to
rejoice with him if rich, and to affift him if poor.

PAGE 2I.
For a brother not to defert his brother, is alfo 2 rare honor te
sbat near relationthip. A

A true companion loves at all times : he is a brother born for

adverfity.
PAGE 24.

As when the Sun breaks forth with fplendors gay,
The thadow follows his all-guiding ray ;
But foon as clouds o’ercaft his happier light,
Follower no more ! She takes her faithlefs flight :
The world’s vain friends, ungenerous, thus recede,
‘When Fortunc’s glooms to brighter days fucceed.

In misfortunes the friend deferts his friend.

PAGE 29.
Dear Brother of the choice / A band more facred
‘Than Nature’s brittle tie! =

PAGE 36.
Companions, cherithed with fraternal love !
L)




304 Tranflation of the Notes.

PAGE 40.
Now came the Orator, and audience afk’d ;
Bearing the peaceful OLIVE BRANCH e

PAGE 65.

Among other good things which render men amiable to their
neighbors and pleafing to Gop, we believe shat to be moft accept-
able which infures charity in the heart and operates as & bond of
union to different minds. ‘This good is Pxace, by which hatred
is difpelled, rancor allayed, envy driven away, and anger reprefl-
ed ; which pacifies themind, conciliates the heart, afluages the
breaft, and renders concordant the affe@ions. ‘This is what we
feek to plant, to propagate, and to nourifh among the fons of the
church : this is what we with to bring to fruit among kings,
princes, and great men.*

PAGE I7I.

‘Thefe men, fkilled in divinc and human knowledge, do not
difclofe to the vulgar the hidden fignifications contained under
the patural appearances, but veil them under figures and em-
‘blems. Yet they are ready to reveal them, in a proper plice, and
with due ccremonies to thofe who are defirous and worthy of be-
ing initiated. So far I may bc permitted to fay with refpe@ ;
preferving a reverential filence as to what farther relates to thefe
myflic rites. [TBis note is extraBed from a work of Hevrionorus,

Bifeep of Tricca, who flowrifbed in the 1vib contury.]

MMof of the otber Latin motes are explained in the paffages to which
they are annexed. —_—

® 1 have taken the liberty to tranflate two or three fentences
more of this fine paragraph than what I had tranfcribed for a note.
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PROLOGUS.

¢« In THEOLOGO accuratum illud antiquitatis ftu~

dium, fi abeft, fortafle non requiram ; fi adeft, ve~

hementer amplectar. Nec folum quafi ornamentum,

fed etiam, fas fi dicere, adjumentum. Nam in hifto-

sia facra multa cfle, quorum penitior intelligentia

pendeat a moribus et literis antiquis, nemo negabit.”
J Lx‘rsws, Epift. L. 3. Ep. 10.



INTRODUCTION.

IN the following differtation I have
Jrequently ufed the term FRIENDSHIP for the latin

HosprrarLrtas. In juftification of which Iprefix
the following authorities.

< Hospes proprie dicitur qui privatim et
amicitia caufi, vel recipit, vel recipitur.
Unde et pro externo amico capitur, et bg/pi-
tium pro amicitia. Hine mosprrarrzas, facilitas,
vel benignitas in recipiendo ; et HOSPITALITER,
adv. benigne, ct faciliter.”’*

< VirTUus unde hoc proficifcitur, nobilif-
fima przftantifimaque eft ; qua nimirum
peregrinos et advenas, quocunque poflumus,
humanitatis, benignitatis, benevolentizque
genere perfequimur, illis ®des domofque
noftros patefacimus, cibum potumgque liber-
aliter przbemus.”t

% I bofpitium venire ;” id eft, inviolabilem
amicitiam introire.

* Lawoies, + STUCKIUS, antig. conviviales, p. 87.
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¢ HosprTALITY was that tic among the
antients which was ratified by particular
ceremonies, and confidered as the moft facred
of all engagements; nor. diffolved, except
with certain folemn forms, and for weighty
reafans.”

¢ HospiTaLITY was univerfally pradif-
ed in the earlieft times. It was almoft the
only thing that attached nations to each
other. It was the fource of the moft antient,
the moft lafting, and the moft refpected
friendfbip, contracted between families who
were feparated by immenfe regions.”’*

® Abbe RAYNAL, Hif. of the Indics.



CHAP. 1.

OF THE TESSERA HOSPITALIS.

SECTION I.
Method of contraling Friend/bip.

"THOSE perfons amorig the Greeks
and Romans who were defirous of perpetu.
ating their attachment, of ‘rendeting its
union more facred, and of infuring to it priv-
ileges more extenfive, ufed the followirig
method. They took a fall piece of bone,
ivory, or fione, and dividing it into equal
and fimilar parts, one of,them wrote his
name upon one of thefe, and his friend upon
" the other:'they then made 2 mutual ex-
change ; promifing to confider and retain
the little tally as a pledge of inviolable friend-
thip. - -

“ VETERES, quoniam non poterant omnes
fuos’ hofpites nofcere, feferam illis dabant,
quam illi ad hofpitia reverfi oftendebant .
prapofito hofpitii ; unde intelligebantur hof-
pites.”*

® LvctaTius in Stat,  ‘Theb. vii. 237
U2




310 Differtation, &'c.
Tre Scholiaft of Euripides® defcribes this
cuftom as it was ufed amongft the Greeks.

6 Os pev Bevepevo: Tigy acTeayahoy salaTepvov-
Teg, Baregov pev udlehipxavoy dwodekapévoss, fva el
Séos wadey duTsg, “w TG exevav emibsdas, wpoy aA-
AAgs exayopevos TO oy adloaydhiov avevevlo Tyv
Zeviv” That is; “They bad a cuftom,
when a friendfhip had commenced, to take a
white ftone and engrave thereon any word
upon which the parties had mutually agreed.
Then they brake the ftone in the midft, di-
viding the word, and one half was kept by
one friend, and the remaining half by the
other, as a conftant memorial of their friend-.
mip.,,

KemprER mentions the ufe of the teflera
in contraéting friendthips in Perfia.}

Tue particular fhape and figure of the
token, was fuch as was agreed upon by the
contraftors.

OF this kind of teflera feveral are preferv-
ed to this day in the cabinets of Antiquarians.

¢ In Medss,v. 633. 4 Amenit. Exot. p. 736.
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. Some of them, as defcribed by Thomafinus,
may be feen delineated in the. Frontifpiece

of this volume, A, a. B, b. C, c. reduced tq
about one fourth of their fize.

SECTION 11,
Tre ufe and facred nature of this Contralt,

THE producing of the teflera was a recog-
nition of the covenant of friendfhip. And
with it the traveller was fure to be received
with diftinguifhed marks of civility, and to
obtain a hearty welcome at the houfe of his
friend. !

So highly was this alliance efteemed, that
it was preferred even to relationfhip. To
exprefs, in the moft forcible terms, their
yeneration for it, and their fenfe of its facred
nature, the antient Romans gave to their
Sovereign of the Gobs the title of JurrTER
HospiTALIS.*

*Vizo. ZEn lib. 1. v. 935. So the Grecks ftiled him Hosr1r-
asir Jove, See Homex's Odys.lib ix. v. ¢69. and lib. xiv. v. 55,
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Tais excellent ufage eftablithed friendthip
even between individuals of different nations.
* Cicero recommended feveral perfons,
and promoted their intereft from this con-
fideration. Thus, in his letter to Sulpitius,
the governor of Achaia, he introduces Lyfo
to his favor, by faying, “ Cum Lyfone
Patrenfi eR mihi quidem hofpitium vetus,
quam ego neceflitudinem fancte colendum
puto.”’* '

EvEN war between their refpe@ive nations
did not difannul the union. Hiftorians have
recorded feveral inftances of combatants lay-
ing down their arms in the heat of battle, out
of a pious regard to the alliance of hofpitality
which had been entered into by their pro-
genitors.

Lest any one, befides the perfon to
-whom it rightfully belonged, fhould claim its
privileges, the little pledge was preferved
with the utmoft care and fecrecy: and no
one knew the name infcribed on it but the
poflefior.

® Bpif. ad Famil, 19. lib. 115,
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SECTION IIL

Tz connection was indiffoluble except by a pub-
lic difavowal.

THE engagement thus entered into could
not be difpenfed with, unlefs publicly difa-
vowed in a juridical mabner. One of the
ceremonies pra&tifed in this folemn a& of re-
nunciation, was to break the mark or fymbol
of hofpitality. By this act, he who came to
this open rupture, authentically declared, he
would for the future have no more com-
merce with him who had broken his faith
witht him, ’ |

“ A1, quzre ubi jurejurando tuo fatis fit
fubfidii ! Hic, apud nos, jam, Alfefimarche,
confregifti tefleram.”*

Sk, alfo, an inftance recorded by Livy,t
where Badius Campanus renounces the
friendthip of Q. Crifpinus.

Istoporus declares, ¢ Veteres quando fibi
promittebant, flipulam tenentes frangebant,
quam iterum jungentes fponfiones fuas ag-

nofcebant.”’}
® PLAUT. Cifferel. AQ ii. Sc. 1. ¥. 27. 1 Decad. iii. lib. 5. § Lib.v
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SEC. IV.
Difgrace of violation.

THIS conne&ion was founded upon all
that was honorable in chara&er, virtuous,in
principle, and generous and affetionate in
difpofition. Nothing, therefore, was confid-
ered fo bafe as a violation of it. ¢ Non de-
fuere tamen, qui ferarum more, non homi.
num, ab omni humanitate alieni erant, ut
non benigne hofpites ad menfam admitterent,
fed menfx apponerent.”'*

PruTArcH informs us that thofe who vio.
lated thefe bonds, were looked upon as wick-
ed and abominable both among Greeks and
Romans : and the moft injurious thing that
could be faid of a man Was to charge him
with having difregarded the laws of hofpital-
ity.  The vengeance of Jupiter, the patron
of hofpitality and friendfhip, vifited Philip
(fays he) for his breach of both, and purfued
him through life. For he was beaten by.the
Romans, and forced to yield himfelf to their

¢ Czsarivs, dial. 2.
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difcretion. In confequence of which he was
ftripped of all the provinces he had conquer-
. ed; gave up all his thips, except five ; oblig-
"ed himfelf to pay a thoufand talents, and de-

liver his fon as a hoftage. He even held
Macedonia and its dependencies oply at the
mercy of the conquerors. Amidft all thefe
misfortunes, he was poflefled only of one blef~
fing, a fon of faperior virtue ; and him he put
to death, in his envy and jealoufy of the hon-
ors the Romans paid him,”* .

Horace, fpeaking of a degenerate perfon,

to complete his charaéter, declares him
— et penctralia
Sparfiffe noQurno cruore
Hofpitis.”

Cicero, in his inveitives againft Verres,
among other crimes, charges him with hav-
ing been a frequent violator of the rights of
hofpitality. * Num te ejus lachrymz, num
fepe@tus, num hofpitii jus atque nomen, 2
fcelere, aliquam ad partem humanitatis revo-
care potuit? Sed quid ego hofpitii jura in
' hac tam immani bellua commemoro, qui

® PLurarca’s ves V. 6. p. 196. Langhorne’s franflation.
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Sthenium Termitanum, hofpiterh fuum, cujus
domum per hofpitium exhaufit et exinanivit,
abfentem in reos retulerit, caufa indiéta, capite
damnarit ; ab eo nunc ho(pmorum jira
atque officia quzramus * :
« Unpitied may he die

‘Who to z friend affiftance can deny;

Nor, to affli€ed virtue kind,

Unlocks she treafures of his mind |”*

S —————ept———
SECTION V.

Tax privikeges of this Friendfbip might be
claimed by the defcendants of the contralling
parties.

WHEN this Friendfhip was contra&ed
it became perpetual. The memorials of it
were tranfmisted from father to fon.

“ Eo prefente homini extemplo oftendit
fymbolum, Quem tute dederas ad eum, ufy
ferret filio.”t :

® Borirm. Medes. Potter’s tranflation.

4 Pravr. Bacchid. AQ IL Sc. 3.
'
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PLauUTUS, in his comedy entitled Pcenulus,
plainly intimates that the defcendants of
thofe who formed the friendly compa&,
miight challenge its rights. In the fecond
fcene of A& v, he, who had made * the
brotherly covenant” with Antidamus, comes
to his fon, not doubting of an affe&ionate
welcome ; for, faith he,

¢ Deum hofpitalem, ac tefleram mecum fero.”

Tue interview which fucceeds, is a pleaf-
ing illuftration of many of the preceding re-
marks. Pcenulus is introduced inquiring for
Agoraftocles, who thus replies,

¢ Siquidemz tu Antidam hic quzris adoptatitium,
Ego fum ipfus, quem tu_quszeris.

PEN. Hem ! quid audio ?
"AG. Antidam=z gnatum me cfle.

PC@EN. Siita eft, tefleram conferre fi vis hofpitalem,
Eccam attuli.
L]
AG. Agedum hucoftende | Eft par ? Probe.
Nam habeo domi.
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PGEN. O mihofpes, falve multun } Nam mihi tuus

pater,

Pater tuus ergo mihi Antidamas fuit.

Hz¢ mihi hofpitalis teflera cum illo olim fyit.
AG. Ergo hic apud me hofpitium tibi prabebitur.

PCEN. Diident tibi omnia que velis I”

THE antient Greeks, alfo, depofited thefe
tokens among their treafures, to keep up the
memory of their friendfhips to fucceeding
generations ; as we are informed by the com-
ment of Euftathius on that paflage of Homer
where Diomedes recounts to Glaucus the
gifts which their anceftors Oeneus and Belle-
rophron had prefented cach other.



Differtation, . 319

SECTION VI. |
A pracrck of this kind feems to have been in
ufe among the early chriftians. .

TERTULLIAN has thefe words : * Sic
omnes probant unitatem ; dum eft illis.com-
municatio pacis, et appellatio fraternitatis, et
contefleratio hofpitalitatis : quz jura non
alia ratio regit quam ejufdem facramenti una
traditio.”*

“THE teflera was carried by them in their
travels as an introduction to the friendthip
and brotherly kindnefs of their fellow chrif-
tians.t Afterwards, heretics, to enjoy thofe
privileges, counterfeited the teflera. The
chriftians then altered the infcription. This
was frequently done, till the Nicene council
gave their fanction to thofe marked with the
initials of the words Tleryg, Tiog, Aysov Tuevpe.
Thefe B. Hildebrand calls ¢ teflere cano-
nim”t ’

Tue impoftor Peregrinus, as we learn from
the particulars ftated by Lucian,§ feigned

* De Prafirip. cap.20. See alfo 5. Amsros. Lib. ii. offic. cap. 21,
and lib. iii. cap. 7. CERYs0sTOM. concione 2,ds Lazaro. AUGUSTIN.
Jerm. 70, de temp. CoNciL. TRIDENT. fof. xxV. €. 8.

4 C. CoxN a Larips, Comment. in Pauli Apoft. epifi. Hzbr. cap. xiii.
$ Col. in Alma Julia.
§ Luciant opera, tom. 1IL Jib. 9. p. 325. odit. Anf. 1743
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himfelf a chriftian, that he might not only
be clothed and fed by them, but affifted on
his travcls and enriched by their generofity.
Bat his artificc was dete@ed and expofed.

“ PrreGrINus, philofophus gentilis, lucri
cauf2 religionis chriftianz ftimulator, etiam
carcerem toleravit ; fed colle®a non parva
pecunia ex cleemofynis San&orum, defcivit,
fatis fibi aiens in hofpitalitate chriftianorum.*

THE procuring a teflera, asa teftimony of
evangelization, anfwered all the purpofes,
and faved the trouble of formal written cer-
tificates, and introducory letters of recom-
mendation. The danger of its being ufed by
impoftors, as in the cafe of Peregrinus, made
it neceflary to preferve the token with great
care, and never to produce it but upon fpec-
ial occafions. Notwithftanding the fimplicity
of this method, it continued in ufe until the
time of D. Burchardus, Abp. of Worms,
who flourithed A. p. 1020, who mentions it
in a vifitation charge.

® EDSEN. chren. anne xti. 78. See alfo the teftimanies of Autus

Garuivs, AxMianNus MARCRLLINUS, ATUENAGORAS, and Tare
TULLIAM.
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SECTION VII.

. Application.

'WE find from the foregoing fe@ions that
the teflera was the teRimonial and pledge of
the moft perfe friendfhip ; the obligations
of which were mutual, facred, and indiffolu-
ble, and the benefits perpetual. The little
token was carefully and privately kept, that
no one might claim and enjoy its privileges,
but he for whom they were intended. And
this euftom, I have thought, gives the moft
natural explication of the following paflage in
Raverarions ii. 17.  To him that overcometh
will I give a white fime, and in the flone a new
name written, which no man knoweth faving be
that receiveth it. Allowing the verfe to refer
to the beforementioned method of com-
mencing and perpetuating a fpecial Friend-
thip, the promife will be to this effect : To
him that overcometh will I give a pledge of
my 'affection which fhall conftitute him my
FRIEND,-and entitle him to privileges and

w
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honars, of which none elfe can know the
value of extent.*

Tae following apoftrophe in Dr. WaTTs®
Ixxviii hymn of the 1t book, is a happy illuf-
tration' of this paffage. It reprefents the
-Saint entreating his beloved Lord.

« O let my name engraven ftand
Both on thy heart and on thy hand,
Seal me upon thine arm, and wear
That pledge of love forever there !

Stronger than death thy love is krown,
Which floods of wrath could never drown
And hell and earth in vain combisie
To quench a flame fo much divihe.

But I am jealous of my heart,
Left it fhould once from thee depart ;
"Then let thy name be well impreft
As a fair fignet on my breaft I

¢ Sce more particularly Discovasz v;
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¢ SEC. VIIL.
Oljeﬂiom removed.

THE opinion of learned commentatars
upon this verfe in the Apocalypfe, fo far as
they differ from this explanation, will be
confidered as leflening its confequence ; the
och& of this feGion, therefore, is to make
fome remarks wpon the moft plaufible con-
ftructions of this paffage. The explications
which have been gcnerally adopted, are the
following.

1. THE text has been confidered as allud-
ing to the black and white ftones with which
the judges, among the antients, condemned
or acquitted the criminal.

¢ Mos erat antiquis, niveis atrifque lapillis,
His damnare reos, illis abfolvere culpa.”*®

BurT the latter part of the verfe convinces
us that it could not intepd this practice ; for
ont thefe teflerx there was no name written.

* Ovid,
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2. OTHERS have fuppofed it -an allufion
to the flone given to fervants when they
were liberated by their mafters, accompanied
by the name.of Freedman. Yet the benefit,
the honor, and the privileges of this eman-
cipation muft be conferred in vain, or rather
<ould not be given at all, unlefs knewn to
others befides him who reccived them.

3. It has again been fuppofed to allude
to the tokeh or ticket gleven to the con-
qucror in the olympic games, exprefling
his name and fignifying the reward he was
té receive for his achievements : but here
the name muft be Azown or the reward could
not be procured.
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* CHAP, 1.
. OF THE ARRHA HOSPITALE. -

THIS name was given to the pocket-pieces,
or keep-fakes, formed by breaking a piece of
money in two. Such broken coins are fre.
quently found at Rome, QOn one fide are the
heads of Aue. CEsar and M. Acriera;

. on the other a crocodile chained to a tree,

with the words COL. NEM. [(ioz,oma Nz.
mausus] a province of Gaul, with which
thofe Princes were rewarded after the con~
quelt of Egypt. Sec in the Frontifpiece, E, ¢, .

- PLatTUS introdqces.Palz&fio,in his com-
edy entitled ¢ Miles Gloriofus,” prefenting
a token of this name.

¢ Hunc arrabonem amoris primum a me

. recipe.”* The Romans, probably, obtained

both the word and the cuftom from the an-
tient Hebrews. The word is ufed, 1 Samu-

® A& IV. Scen. 1.
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vel, xvii. 18. where David is fent to the
camp to fee how his brethren fared, and to
- take their opomy [arrabon] pledge. The
Greek word agauv, g pledge, or furety, oc-
curs 2 Cor. i. 22. v. 5. and Ephes. i. 14. It
i3, allo, ufed in the Septuagint verfion of
Gen. xxxvii. 17, 18, 20, -where it anfwers
to the Hebrew pay.

Ix the Frontifpiece D, d. is copied, from a
plate of curlous articles, an antique, which
from its form, and the clafped hands engrav-
ed upon it, will be readily underftood to be-
long to this clafs of teflerz : and may be
¢onfidered as corroborative proof that the
cuftom we are clucidating came originally
from the Hebrews,
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CHAP. IIL

OF THE BACILLUS.

THE bacillus was a love-token entirely
refembling the tefera bofpitalis. It is thus
defcribed by Olaus Wormius : ¢ Bacillus eft
quadratus trium pollicum longitudine ; lat-
itudine tertia parte pollicis ; latera quatuor
chara&eribus infignita habens ; expruno fyl- .
veftri, ut videtur, fabricatus.”*

- A FIouRre of one he has given may be feen
in the plate, F, f. He fuppofes the letters to
be amatorial, and fo written as to convey in
an intricate, or anagrammatic, manner the
name of the {over, in a fentiment of attach-
ment intelligible to all.

THE words on the r¢ffera amatoria or bacillus,
which he has defcribed are :
Bynaffa vuet kierefle mina aff
Thenksftol inde Landumm,
<« Nomen meum novit amicifima mea
Ex amoris hac teflera Landum.”

® Monussenta Donicorum lib. xvil
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¢ Bleft be the pledge, whofe kind enchantment gives
To wounded love the food on which it lives |
Rich in this gift, though cruel ocean bear
The youth to exile from his faithful fair,
He in fond dreams hangs o’er her glowing cheek,
Still owns her prefent, and fill hears her fpoak.”

. - Hamay.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND APOLOGY

TO

SUBSCRIBERS. -

TO the refpeéted orricers and mMeM-
sers of the GRAND LODGE, and to my
beloved BrETHREN of the feveral lodges
throughout the Commonwealth, my grate-
ful acknowledgments are due for tlre kind
encouragement and liberal patronage they

have given to this work. This inftance of -

their benevolent attention, added to the
various other favors they have heaped upon
me, affets me fenfibly. I with I could bet-
ter exprefs and better repay my obligations.
T hope they will not be altogether difappoint-
ed in the volume ; -and that it may prove
4 MONUMENT OF MY GRATITUDE T0 THEM,
AND OF MY ATTACHMENT T0O MASONRY.

I reGrET that, fubfcription papers not
having been returned in’ feafon, the lit of
Subfcribers is fo very imperfe®. It com-
prifes but about half the lodges. I have
heard repeatedly of the encouragement this
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“work has met in lodges whofe returns have

not reached me, and from brethren whofe
names would do honor to my lift.

As a change of Officers. has taken place
fince the papers were fubfcribed, I found my-
felf not a little embarraffed in affixing proper
titles ; but, from the returns of lodges at
the quarterly communications of the Grand
Lodge, endeavoured to make the neceﬂ'ary
alterations.

For reafons, which will be apparent to
the Brethren, civil titles are omitted alto-
gether.

For any error or mifnomer in tranfcrib-
ing the lifts I muft beg pardon. The texture
of the fubfcription paper was fuch that the
ink fpread fo as to render fome of the names
fcarcely legible. ‘

T. M. HARRIS.
DORCHESTER, Mount-PoToss,

Frly 7, 1801,
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Worfhipful Joux ProcTer, Grand Secretary.
Worfbipful Amos Lincorn, S. G. Deacon.
Worfhipful Pavr Revers, F. G. Deacon.
Right Wo%bipfd Bexjamin Russsi, G. Mar/hal, 6
* Br. Epward Gooowin, G. Sword Bearer.
Br. Joun Epmonps,
Br. }omx RissroucH, } G. Stewards.
Br. Georce Gryer, G. Tyler.

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

M. W. Joun Warzex, P:g Grand Mafier, 2
M, W. Moses.Micuasy Havs, P. G. M.
M. W. Joun Curres, P. G. M.
M. W. PavL Revers, P. G. M. 2
M. W. Josiau BarTLETT, P. G.
R. W. WirrLiam Scorray, P. D. G
R. W. Perez MorToN, P. D. G. M.
R. W. Timoruy WHiting, P. §. G. W.
f 6
G. W.

ox

. 2

NUR

R. W. Isaian Tuomas, P. S.
R. W. Aarox Dextex, P. 7.
R. W. SamueL Pargman, P. 7. G.
. Joun Jacksown, P. G. Sec.
Br. Daxizr Oriver, P. G. §.
x2
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CLERICAL BRETHREN.

R. W. and Rev. Epwarp Bass, D. D. ( Newbury-Port.)
' . Rev. Bunker Gay, (Hinfdale, N. H.)
Rev. Joun Erior, D. D. (Bsfion.)
Rev. Ezza Rircsy, (Concord.)
Rev. Ricuanp Roszwert Euvory, (Watertown.)
Rev. MiLriam Benrtiey, (Salem.) Palt Grand Chaplain.
Rev. Joun Murzay, (Bgfon.) .
Rev. Esenezer Corrin, (Brunfwick.)
Rev. Asganam Lynsen Crarke, Paft G. Chaplain te
the G. L. of Rbode Ifland.
Rev. Joun Piron, (Taunton.)

Sr. JOHN’s LODGE, {BosTox.)

R. W. Samuel Wells Hunt, Mafler. .
W. Shubacl Bell, Senior Warden.
W. George Blake, Funior Warden.
R. W. Thomas Dennie, Treafurer, P. M.
Br. William Alline, Secretary.

R. W. Samuel Shaw, P. M.
R. W. Lewis Hayt, P. M.

MEMBERS and BRETHREN.

Fortunatus T. Allen Ebenezer Farley.
Afahel Bigelow John Ward Gurley.
Thomas Burley William Healey.
Cornelius Coolidge Ebenezer Niles.
Jofeph Coolidge Francis J. Oliver.
-Jofeph Dix, . 10 Thomas Paine.
David Everett. David Wier.

RISING STATES’ LODGE, (Bostox.)

R. W. Benjamin Ruflell, Paff Maficr.
W. Edmund Bowman, §. Warden, 6
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W. jonathan Willin y F. W
Br: Tobeph Clok S 2™ 3

ununnnimﬂnntrannm

Enoch Baldwin, 2 ¢ Job Drew, 2
Jofeph Clark, jun. . : Stephen Francis.
Benjamin Coolidge. ip R. Ridgway.
Adenton Davenport. § Samuel Williams.

Sm———————————py— '

TYRIAN LODGE, (Glucefter.)
By J. G. Fudger, Secretary, 18

MASSACHUSETTS LODGE, ¢Boflon.)

R. W. John Boyle, Paft Mafier.
‘W. Allen Crocker, P. S. Warden.
W. John Wheelwright, Funior Warden.
R. W. Jofeph Laughton, Treafurer.
Br. William Palfrey, Secretary.

R. W. J. Bradford, P. M. 2
." [
MEMBERS and BRETHREN )

onathan Amory, jun. 6 4 Daniel Sargeant, jun. 2
{Iaduniel Ag ! William Smith, ) 3
David 'W. Bradlee. Gideon Snow.
Thomas Brewer. Jeffe Sumner.
Rufus Davenport. John Taylor.
Simon Eliot, 6 ames Thwing, 2
Judah Hayes, 2 § Nathaniel Tucker.
Thomas K, Jones, 4 § R. D. Tucker.
John Mc. Lean, 2 § David Tyler, ’
Samue] Prince. ' Robert Wier, juar. 2

Jofhua Revere. 2
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Sr. PETER’s LODGE, (Newbary Povt*)

R. W. Jofhua Greenleaf, K. T. Mafter.
‘W. Stephen Howard, K. T. Senior Warden.

. W. Sanuel A. Otis, K. T. Tresfirer.

W. Abraham Petkins, K. T. Secretery.

MEMBERS oand BRETHREN. ~
Edmmlﬂm. W. Apdrew Frothingham,
unt.

Edmund M. jun. R, A,
W. S8amuel Cutler, K. T. Reuben Jones.
Jonathan Dalton. W. Jacob Perkins, K. T.
p———ee

TRINITY LODGE, (Lancafter.)
R. W. John Maynard, Mafler.
W. Eli Stearns, Sewior Warden.

W. Jacob Fither, Funior Warden.
Br. Jonas Lane, Treafurer.
Br. Jofiash Flagg, Szcretary.

R. W. Michael Newhall, P. M.
R. W. Abraham Hatkell, P. M,

MEMBERS avp BRETHREN,

Abel W. Atherton. Oliver Pollard.
Solomon Carter, J. D. hn Robbins.
Edward Goodwin, S. D. dward Stevenfon.
John Hunt. Robert B. Thomas.
Elnathan Polley. . Samuel Ward,

WARREN LODGE, (Machias.)
.. R, W. John Cooper, Mafier, 2
W. Ebenezer Inglee, Senior Warden.
W. Jacob Penmiman, Fumior Warden.

* For feveral of the fubferibers in this Lodge, fec the Reyal
Arch lift - &
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 Br. Samuel Ellis, Tragfarer..
R. W. Ralph H. Bowles, Seretary.

R. W. William Chaloner, P. M.

R. W. Marfhal Thaxter, P. M.
N Br. Phineas Bruce.
T E——

KING SOLOMON’s LODGE, (Charlsfiown.)

_ R, W. Oliver Holden, Maffer, s
W. David Goodwin, jun. Senior Warden.
W. Amariah Childs, Funior Warden.
Br. Melzar Holmes, Treafurer.
Br. William M. Englith, Secretary.

MEMBERS axo BRETHREN.

Nathan Adams. 4 Samuel Jaques.
William Bentley. . Peter Jones.
Amariah Childs. ThomasO. Larkin,P.S. W.
David Devens. Lot Meriam.

hn Edmonds. 9 William Newhall.

. M. Englith. William Pratt.
Edward Goodwin. Andrew Radplace.
John Goodwin. Thomas Robbins.
Benjamin Gorham. F. Siffon.

John Gorham. . Ammi R. Tufts.
Jothua Hooper. Ifaac Williams,
Frauncis Hyde.

.- S ———

ESSEX LODGE, (Sam.)
R. W. Benjamin Hodges, Maffer. * 2
W. James King, Senior Warden. )
W. Abel Lawrence, Funior Warden.
Br. Stephen Abbot, Treafurer.
Br. Edward Lang, Secretary.

R. W. Jofgh Hiller, P. M. 2
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MEMBERS axp BRETHREN.

Jobn Albree. 4 John Jenks.
Jobn Becket, Samuel Mafbury.
Cornelius Bri Jonathan Mafon.
‘Thomas Bowditch. James Odell.
Benjamin Carpenter. Jofiah Orne.
John Dabney. John Page.
Samuel Derby. Samuel Page.
James Devereux. David Patten, R. A.
Edward Dorr, K. T. William Patterfon.
H. Elkins, - Jonathan Perce.
Jofeph Eveleth. Daniel Sage.
Robert Fofter. Enoch Swett.
William Godfhall. M. Townfend.
ofhua Goodale. Robert Tucker.
omas Hartfhorne. Ifaac Very.
Daniel Hathorne. Jofeph Vincent.
Hugh Irwin, John Wefton. -
e A——

LINCOLN LODGE, (Hifafit.)

R. W. Abiel Wood, Mafler,
W. Jacob Brown, Senior Warden.
W. Jofeph Stevens, Funior Wardcn.
Br. Thomas W. Crate, Treafurer.
Br. Jofeph Tinkham, Secretary.

sy

R. W. Silas Lee, P.- M. 2
MEMBERS ano BRETHREN,

Samuel Adams. Ebenezer Gove.
Roylance Childs, 3 ¥ William Hedge.
J. Choate. Jeremiah W. Noyes.
Ezekiel Cutler, S. D. Migchael Ofborn.
John Duhon, 2 Mairiner Pearfon.
John Farley. Alexander Troupe, J. D.

John S. Faye.



4

Subferibers Names.

MORNING STAR ‘LODGE, (Worcefter.)

R. W, James Wilfon, Mafier,
M. Benjamin Andrews, Senior Warden.
W. Jedediah Healey, Funior Warden. .
Br. Jefle Craig, Treafurer. .
Br. John Green, Secretary.

R. W. William Caldwell, P. M.
R. W. Nathani¢l Paine, P. M,

MEMBERS axo BRETHREN.

!ofeph Allen, jun. 4 Daniel Goulding.
iel Boyter, " John Johnfon.
Thomas Chandler. George Merriam.
Zenas Crane. Ephraim Mower,

. Samuel Flagg. illiam White,

FRANKLIN LODGE, (Chefbire.)

R. W. Robert Walker, Mafter.
W. Chad Brown, Senior Waiden.

R. W. Jofeph Jarvis, P. M.

MEMBERS axdb BRETHREN,

Melanghon W. Wells, Barney J. Read.

R. A. Jotham Cufhman. -

REPUBLICAN LODGE, (Greenfield.)

R. W. John Stone, Mafter.
W. Amos Cornwell, Senior Warden. . -
"W. William Wait, Funior Warden.
Br. Calvin Munn, Treafurer.
Br. Caleb Alvord, Secretary.

R. W. John Long, P. M,

339
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MEMBERS amp BRETHREN. .

Elijah Alvord. Jofeph Henry.
Elijah Alvord, 2d. Robert Henry.
Daniel Afheraft. Elijah Lamb.
Jofeph Babcock 2d. Samuel Pickett, jun.

ohn W. Blake. - ¢ Jobhn Pioks. -
Laevi - Emin

: Stephen Taylor.
Samuel Flagy, Dtgid Wait.
Lemuel Fogr. Stephen Webfter, 2d.
Eli Graves. Elitha Wells.
Calvin Hall.
]

COLUMBIAN LODGE, (Bofion.)

R. W. John W. Folfom, Mafler,
W. Amafa Stetfon, Semior Warden.

W. Daniel Baxter,

Funior Warden.

Br. Samuel Stetfon, Treafirer.
Br. William J. Mc. Donell, Secretary.

R. W. Jofeph Churchill, P. M.

MEMBERS axp BRETHREN.

Samuel Albree.
Edward Atkins.
John G. Coffin.
Ammi Cutter, jun.
Mefor Davidfon.
William Farmer.
Thomas Feflendon.

John B. Hammatt.
William Ingalls.

Samuel Johns.

Peter Kennedy.

John Perkins,
Thomas Pons.

J. F. Sleeper.

Jolm Somes.
Benjamin Stetfon.

Elifba Tower.

John J. Volentine.
William Whittington.

]
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" CINCINNATUS LODGE, (New Marlborngh)

R. W. Dan Chappell, Maffer.
Br. John Budd.
Br. Benjamin Rogers.

WASHINGTON LODGE, (Roxbyry.)

R. W. John Ward, Mafler. -

W. Phinehas Withington, Sewior Warden.
W. Samuel Barry, Fumior Warden.
Br. Jofeph Ruggles, Treafurer.

Br. John Bowen, Secretary.

R. W. Ebenezer Seaver, P. M.
R. W. Simeon Pratt, P. M.

R. W. Nathaniel Ruggles, P. M. 2
MEMBERS ano BRETHREN.
David Dana. Mofes Harriman.
Ebenezer Davis. - Thomas Williams, jun.
Charles Durant. Enos Withington,
Samuel Gore.
EEnEE———

KING HIRAM LODGE, (Truro.)

R. W. Jonathan Cook, Mafler.
~  W. Jofhua Atkins Mayo, Semior Wardes.
. W. Jonathan Nickerfon, Funior Warden.
Br. Solomon Cook, Treafurer.
Br. Samuel Cook, Secretary

MEMBERGS axo BRETHREN.

Stephen Atkins, jun. 'S. Coxnate.
Edward Cook. ! Freeman Gozer.



342 Subferibers’ Names.’

HARMONY LODGE, (Northfidd.)
R- W. Solomon Vofe, Paft Mafler. 2
Br. Edward Houghton, Treafurer.
Br. Samucl Whiting, jun. Secretary.
Br. Obadiah Dickinfon.
Br. Elitha Hollifter.
Br. Mofes Howe.

UNION LODGE, (Dorchefler.)
- R. W. James Davenport, Maflcr.
W. Edward W. Baxter, Senior Warden.
W. Samuel B. Lyon, Funior Warden.
Br. Thomas Williams, Treafurer.
. Br. Nathaniel Minot, Secretary.

R. W. Ebenezer Withington, gd. R. 4. P. M. 2
R. W. Edmund Baker, R. 4. P. M, 4

MEMBERS axp BRETHREN.

Samuel Capen. John Holmes.
Henry Cox. Samuel How.
Samuel Crehore, R. A. Benjamin Jacobs.
Ebenezer Davenport, jan. § Lewis Leach.

Jofiah Davenport. George Manning.
Jofeph Fofter. John Mellifh.
Amafa Fuller, .2 § Samuel Richards.
Samuel Glover. John Sullivan. -
Jefle Goodenow. Edward Withington.
John Hawes. : {:)fcph W. Withington.
Bela Hearfey. emuel Withington.

[y C——

THOMAS’ LODGE, (Monfon.)
R. W. Samuel Guthrie, Ma/fer.
W. Ozem Blafhfield, Senior Warden.
W. Edec Whitaker, Funior Warden. ’
Br. Ifaac Holmes Treafurer.
Br. Joel Norcrofs, Secretary.
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MEMBERS axo BRETHREN.

Gideon Abbot. ' ¢ Alfred Munn.

Calvin Eaton. Amos Norcrofs.

Hezekiah Fitk. Clement Trowbridge.

John Hoar. Edward Turner.

Comfort Johnfon. Samuel D. Ward.
T

FELLOWSHIP LODGE, (ABridgewater.)
R. W. Simeon Dunbar, Maffer.
W. Haac Lazel, Senior Warden.
Br. Nathan Lazel, Treafurer.

Br. Daniel Howard, Secretary.
R. W. He&or Omr, P. M.

MEMBERS axo BRETHREN,

Seth Alden. . Sylvanus Lazell.
- John Ames, jun. Nathan Mitchel.
Elias Dunbar. Daniel Ripley.
Noah Fearing. _ Zenas Wathburn.
Daniel Howard, 3
e —————

CORINTHIAN LODGE, (Concord.).

R. W. Thomas Heald, Mafer. .
‘W. Reuben Bryant, Senior Warden.
W. Andrew Adams, Junior Warden.
Br. John Richardfon, Treafurer:

MEMBERS ano BRETHREN.

Nathaniel Adams. S. P. P. Fay.

Theodore Babfon. John Hartwell, P. S. W.-
Abel Barrett, P. J. W. Jonathan Hildreth.
Samuel Barrett. Jonathin Hoar.

Daniel Brooks. Cyrus Hofmer.
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Jofhua Brooks. Francis Jarvis.
Roger Brown. Henry Jones.
Horatio J. Buttrick. Thomas Mercer.
Jonathan Curtis. Samuel Tauttle.
SEAEETTpe——

St. PAUL’s LODGE, (Groten.)
R. W. Oliver Prefcott, jun. Mafler.
W. -Timothy Bigelow, Senior Warden.
W. James Prefcott, Funior Warden.
Br. Thomas Gardner, Treafurer.
Br. John Walton, Secretary.

R. W. James Brazer, Paff Mafler.
R. W. Thomas Whitney, Paff Mafler.
MEMBERS a0 BRETHREN.
Shobal C. Allen. i Wallis Little.

Abel Boynton. Abel Moore.
Tilly Buttrick. Samfon Woods.

Jofeph Cammings, jun.

OLIVE BRANCH LODGE, (0xferd.)

Rn Wo ]Onathan Ltamed, Maﬁ”-
W. Jeremiah Kingfbury, jun. Sewior Warden.
W. Reuben “Funior Warden.
Br. Sylvanus Town, Treafurer.
Br. Peter Butler, S. D.
Br. William Robinfon, J. D.
Br. Jonathan Davis. -

MERIDIAN SUN LODGE, (Brokficld.)

R. W. Cheney Reed, Maffer.
W. Benjamin Drury, Senior Warden.
W. Francis Clark,, Funior Warden.
Br. John Cutter, Treafurer.
Br. Liberty Bannifter, Secretary.
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MEMBERS awo BRETHREN.

Robert Catler. Mofes Hitchcock.

Simeon Dreper. Daniel Morfe.

Pearley Hale. Thomas Rice.

Enos Hitchcock. Tilly Rice, jun.
e

MERIDIAN LODGE, (Watertows.)

R. W. Nathaniel Weld, Mafier.
W. Jofeph Pierce, Senior Warden.
W. William Bond, Funior Warden.

R. W. William Hull, P. M.

MEMBERS ano BRETHREN.

. Jonathan Alden. Walter Hunnewell.
Daniel Coolidge. R. Richardfon.
Nathan Fuller Jonas Wood.

MOUNT MORIAH LODGE, (Reading.)

R. W. John Hart, Mafter.
W. Oliver Pope, Semior Warden.
W. James Gould, Funior Warden.
Br. David Smith, Treafurer.
Br. Thomas Swain, Secretary.

MEMBERS axp BRETHREN.

‘Thomas Emerfon. ‘ Oliver Swain.
Stephen Hale, Nathaniel Wiley.

Y
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EASTERN STAR LODGE, (Rebdboth.)

R. W. Ifaac Fowler, R. A. Mafler.
W. Lewis Wheaton, R. A. Semiox Warden.
W. James Ellis, R. A. Funior Warden.
Br. Jofeph Wheaton, Treafurer.

Br. Ebenezer Short, Secretary.

MEMBERS axp BRETHREN.

Benajah Barney. Ifrael Nichols.

Philip Bowers. Nathaniel M. Pidge.
Gardner Mafon. Barnard Wheeler, S. D.
Gardner Mafon, 2d. Daniel Wheeler.

Jacob Miller.

KING DAVID’s LODGE, (Tauston.)

R. W. John W. Smith, Maffer.
W. William Seaver, Senior Warden.
W. Fofter Swift, Funior Warden.

R. W. Seth Paddleford, R. A. P. M.
MEMBERS axo BRETHREN.

Samuel Crocker. ¢ Leonard Porter.
Samuel Fales. James Sproat.
Epe————(—

Names interfperfed in the preceding Lifts.
Br. Jofeph Gleafon, of St. Andrew’s Lodge, (Boffon.)
Br. J. D. Hopkins, J. D. of Portland Lodge.
Br. Ifaac Story, J. W. of Hancock Lodge.
Br. Caleb Allen, of Mount Vernon Lodge.
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- GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER
or MASSACHUSETTS. :

Benjanin Hurp, jus. G. H. P. 2
Joswua Greewrear, D. G. H. P,
WirrLiam Mc. Kean, G. K.
CuarLEs Jackson, G. Scribe.
Setn SweeTsir, G. Secretary.
Hexry Purkirt, G. Marfhal.
ﬁ:zn x'trnu Hupson,
mos Tarran, - :
Davip STANWOOD, G. Stewards.
Axcier Marcy, .
Rozert Newman, Gr. Infide Centinel.
WiLrLiam Tarsox, Gr. Outfide Tyler.

p————

OFFICERS or St. ANDREW’s ROYAL ARCH
CHAPTER, (Bofton.)

M. E. James Harrifon, H. P.
E. Henry Fowle, K. |
E. John Lamfon, S. .
C. Elifha Siﬁ:mey, T.
C. Samuel Billings, P. 8.
C. Andrew Sigourney, R. A. C.
C. Hezekiah Hudfon, C. Hoft.
Companions, Henry Purkitt,
P Jofeph T'ucker, } G. M. V.
Benjamin Smith,
John Raymond, K. T.
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OFFICERS or KING CYRUS' ROYAL ARCH
CHAPTER, (Newbwy Port.)
M. E. than Gage H. P.
E. ‘Cilman Whis, K.
E. Nathaniel Knap, jun. S.
C. Samuel A. Ouis, T.

Angier March,
E. DudleyA:kim%yng,P. G.K &K T. 4
E. William Woart, P. G. Secretary.
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