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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE IDEA
OF CHRISTENDOM

Ler us TELL as compactly as possible certain salient
phases in the history of the Christian orgamsation that led
up to the breach between the various forms of Protes-

, tantism and Rome. Like all human organisations that
have played a part through many generations, the career
of the Catholic Church has passed through great fluctua-
tions. It had phases of vigorous belief in itself and wise
leadership; it fell into evil ways and seemed no better
than a dying carcass; it revived, it sphit. There is no need
for us to explore the carly development and variations of
Christianity before it assumed its definite form under the
patronage and very definite urgency of the Emperor
Constantine. The recriminations of the early Fathers,
their strange ideas and stranger practices need not con-
cern us here. There were churches, but there was no
single unified Church.

Catholicism as we know it as a definite and formulated
belief came into existence with the formulation of the
‘Nicene Creed. Fusebius gives a curious account of that
strange assemblage at Nicza, over which the Emperor,
although he was not yet a baptised Christian, presided.

- It was not his first council of the Church, for he had al-

. o




dent than, the spirit of Jesus,
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ready (in 314) presided over a com?cil at Arles. He sat
in the middle of the Council of Nicza upon a golden
throne, and, as he had lictle Greel,, we must suppose he
was reduced to watching the countenances a_nd gestures
of the debaters, and listening to their intonations.

The council was a stormy one. W hen old Arius rose to
speak, one, Nicholas of Myra, struck him m the face, ‘and
afterwards many ran out, thrusting their fingers into
their ears in affected horror at the old man’s heresies. One
is tempted to imagine the great Emperor, deeply anxious
for the solidarity of his empire, firmly resolved to end
these divisions, bending towards his interpreters to ask
them the meaning of the uproar.

The views that prevailed at Nicea are embodied in
the Nicene Creed, a strictly Trinitarian statement, and
the Emperor sustained the Trinitarian position. But
afterwards, when Athanasius bore too hardly upon the
Arians, he had him banished from Alexandria; and when
the Church at Alexandria would have excommunicated
Arius, he obliged it to readmit him to communion.

A very important thing for us to note is the role
played by this Emperor in the unification and fixation
of Christendom. Not only was the Council of Nicza

assembled by Constantine the Great, buc all the great

councils, the two at Constantinople (381 and 553), Eph-
esus (43.1), apd Chalcedon (451), were called together
by the imperial power. And it is very manifest that in
much of the history of Christianity at this time the spirit
of Constantine the Great is a5 e

L “ @ pure autocrat. Autocracy had

vident as, or more evi-
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ousted the last traces of constitutional government in
t.he days of: Aurelian and Diocletian. To the best of hjs
l_hghts th'c I:mp_eror Wwas trying to reconstruct the totter-
ing empire while there was yet time, and he worked, ac-
cord¥ng to ‘those lights, without any councillors, any
public opinion, or any sense of the need of such aids and
checks. :

Thv.'e idea of stamping out all controversy and division,
stamping out all independent thought, by imposing one
dogmatic creed upon all believers, is an altogether auto-
cratic idea, it is the idea of the single-handed man who
feels that to get anything done at all he must be free
from opposition and criticism. The story of the Church
after he had consolidated it becomes, therefore, a history
of the violent struggles that were bound to follow upon
his sudden and rough summons to unanimity. From him
the Church acquired that disposition to be authoritative
and unquestioned, to develop a centralised organisation
and run parallel with the Roman Empire which still
haunts its mentality.

A second great autocrat who presently emphasised the
distinctly authoritarian character of Catholic Christian-
ity was Theodosius I, Theodosius the Great (379-395).
He handed over all the churches to the Trinitarians, for-
bade the unorthodox to hold meetings, and overthrew
the heathen temples throughout the empire, and in 390
he caused the grear statue of Serapis at Alexandria to be
destroyed. Henceforth there was to be no rivalry, no
‘qualification to the rigid unity of the Church.

Here we need tell only in the broadest outline of the
vast internal troubles of the Church, its indigestions of
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heresy; of Arians and Paulicians, of Gnostics and Mani-
cheans. :

The denunciation of heresy came before thf:a (?recds in
the formative phase of Christianity. _The Christian con-
gregations had interests in common in th{')Se days; the}r
had a sort of freemasonry of common interests, their
general theology was Pauline, but they evidently dis-
cussed their fundamental doctrines and documents
widely and sometimes acrimoniously. Christian teaching
almost from the outset was a matter for vehement dispu-
tation. The very Gospels are rife with unsertled argu-
ments; the Epistles are disputations, and the search for
truth intensified divergence. The violence and intoler-
ance of the Nicene Council witness to the doctrinal
stresses that had already accumulated in the earlier years,
and to the perplexity confronting the statesmen who
wished to pin these warring theologians down to some
dominating statement in the face of this theological
Babel.

It is impossible for an intelligent modern student of
history not to sympathise with the underlying idea of
the _pap_al court, with the idea of one universal rule
of rightcousness keeping the peace of the earth, and not
to recognise the many elements of nobility that entered
L‘gg}f‘; t‘::fiziggslgly. go?ner n{;r later mankir.id must
e R L R R S
tive inventions; and 'tha,tng P'O'We;lozf S
take the form of a .gei?e:m;mvers. peace must needs
i S St ent, that is to say, a law-
DL ot i e it o g e
: ment l‘ullng men thrﬂllgh th e edu-
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cated co-ordination of their minds in a common con
tion of human history and human destiny.

The Catholic Church was the first clearly conscious
attempt to provide such a government in the world, We
cannot too earnestly examine its deficiencies and inade-
quacies, for every lesson we can draw from them is nec-
essarily of the greatest value in forming our ideas of our
own international relationships.

CCP*




II

THE ESSENTIAL WEAKNESS
OF CHRISTENDOM

AND FIRST AMONG the things that confront the student is
the intermittence of the efforts of the Church to estab-
lish the world-City of God. The policy of the Church

was not whole-heartedly and continuously set upon that

end. Only now and then some fine personality or some
group of fine personalities dominated it in that direc-
ton. “The fatherhood of God” that Jesus of Nazareth
preached was overlaid almost from the beginning by
the doctrines and ceremonial traditions of an earlier age,
and of an intellectually inferior type. Christianity early
ceased to be purely prophetic and creative. It entangled
itself with archaic traditions of human sacrifice, with
Mithraic blood-cleansing, with priestcraft as ancient as
human society, and with elaborate doctrines about the
structure of the divinity. The gory entrail-searching
forefinger of the Etruscan pontifex maximus presently
~ overshadowed the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth; the
mental complexity of the Alexandrian Greek entangled
them, In the jangle of these incompatib] o
her ; _ patibles the Church,
trying desperately to get on with its unifying task, be-
came dogmatic and resorted to .arb'__i't_l.'ary au;thm:itjz.' .

Its priests and bishops were more and more men

12
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moulded to creeds and dogmas and set procedures; by
the ume they became popes they were usually oldish
men, habituated to a politic struggle for immediate ends
and no longer capable of worldwide views. They had
forgotten about the Fatherhood of God; they wanted
to sce the power of the Church, which was their own
power, dominating men’s lives. It was just because many
of them probably doubted secretly of the entire sound-
ness of their vast and elaborate doctrinal fabrie that they
would brook no discussion of it. They were intolerant
of doubts and questions, not because they were sure of
their faith, but because they were not. The unsatisfied
hunger of intelligent men for essential truth seemed to
promise nothing but perpetual divergence.

As the solidarity and dogmatism of the Church hard-
ened, it sloughed off and persecuted heretical bodies and
individuals with increasing energy. The credulous, naive
and worthy Abbot Guibert of Nogent-sous-Coucy, in
his priceless autobiography, gives us the state of affairs
in the eleventh century, and reveals how varied and
abundant were both the internal and external revolts
against the hardening authoritarianism that Hildebrand
had implemenred.

Abbot Guibert himself is an incipient internal rebel
with eriticisms of episcopal and papal corruption that
already anticipate the Lollards and Luther, and th'e sto-
ries he tells of devils, diabolical possession and infidel
death-beds, witness to the wide prevalence of scoffing
in Christendom even at that early time.

Yet Abbot Guibert, albeit a potential Protestant, was
as completely tied to the Catholic Church as we are all
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tied by gravitation to the
means of breaking away.
had still to be discovere
came to heel on the death-
mental travail had to interv

broken.
But by the thirteenth century the Church had become

.morbidly anxious about the gnawing doubts that migf.lt
presently lay the whole structure of its pretensions in

carth, There was as yet no
The formulz of separation

d. Scoffers might scoff, but they

bed. Four long centuries of
ene before these ties were

ruins. It was hunting everywhere for heretics, as amid

old ladies are said to look under beds and in cupboards
before retiring for the night.

M1

HERESIES ARE EXPERIMENTS IN MAN’S
UNSATISFIED SEARCH FOR TRUTH

Ler us ExamiNe some of the broad problems that were
producing heresies. Chief of the heretical stems was the
Manichzan way of thinking about the conflicts of life.

The Persian teacher Mani was crucified and flayed in
the year 277. His way of representing the struggle be-
tween good and evil was as a struggle between a power
of light and a power of darkness inherent in the uni-
verse. All these profound mysteries are necessarily rep-
resented by symbols and poetic expressions, and the
ideas of Mani still find a response in many intellectual
temperaments to-day. One may hear Manichzan doc-
trines from many Christian pulpits. But the orthodox
Catholic symbol was a different one.

Manichzan ideas spread very widely in Europe, and
particularly in Bulgaria and the south of France. In the
south of France the people who held them were called
the Cathars. They arose in Eastern Europe in the ninth
century among the Bulgarians and spread westward.
The Bulgarians had recently become Christian and were
affected by dualistic eastern thought. They insisted upon
an excessive sexlessness. They would eat no food that
was sex-begotten—eggs, cheese even, were taboo but

15
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they ate fish because they shared the common bel}ef of
the time that fish spawned sexlessly-. Tlleu ideas jarred
<o lictle with the essentials of Christianity, that they be-
lieved themselves to be devout Christians. I‘\S a body
thev lived lives of ostentatious purity in a violent, un-
disciplined and vicious age. They were protef:ted. by
Pope Gregory VII (Hildebrand), because their views
enforced his imposition of celibacy upon the clergy (of
which we shall tell in Chapter V) in the ¢leventh cen-
tury. But later their experiments in the search for truth
carried them into open conflict with the consolidating
Church. They resorted to the Bible against the priests.
They questioned the doctrinal soundness of Rome and
the orthodox interpretation of the Bible. They thought
Jesus was a rebel against the cruelty of the God of the
Old Testament, and not His harmonious Son, and ul-
timately they suffered for these divergent experiments.

Closely associated with the Cathars in the history of
heresy are the Waldenses, the followers of a man called
Waldo, who seems to have been comparatively ortho-
dox in his theology, and less insistent on the “pure” life,
but offensive to the solidarity of the Church because he
denounced the _riches and luxury of the higher clergy.
Waldo was a rich man who sold all his possessions in
S Bl o oy e
Church. Bue bis follower, s b DG
-ombardy, went further, Waldo i e et
Tﬂﬁtamen};, .iﬁcludin?e:ﬁsv ﬁied#iﬁiit'rmhtgithe N@w
. and presenrly his disciples wers dennracts s o
Chusch.an thi Soasler Weato of b o2 tie Roman

e S SR ﬂfthgﬁi’ﬂnalm This

and particularly those in
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was enough for the Lateran, and presently we have the
spectacle of Innoc‘ent I_[I, after attempts at argument
and persuasion, losing his temper and preaching a Cru-
sade against .[hesc troublesome enquirers. The Lstory of
th‘at crusade is a chapter in history that the Roman Cath-
olic historians have done their best to obliterate.

Every wandering scoundrel at loose ends was enrolled
to carry fire and sword and rape and every conceivable
outrage among the most peaceful subjects of the King
of France. The accounts of the cruelties and abomina-
tions of this crusade are far more terrible to read than
any account of Christian martyrdoms by the pagans,
and they have the added horror of being indisputably
true.

Yet they did not extirpate the Waldenses. In remote
valleys of Savoy a remnant survived and lived on, gener-
ation after generation, undl it was incorporated with
the general movement of the Reformation and faced
and suffered before the reinvigorated Roman Catholic
Church in the full drive of the Counter Reformation.
Of that we shall tell later.

The intolerance of the narrowing and concentrating
Church was not confined to religious matters. The
shrewd, pompous, irascible, disillusioned and rather
malignant old men who manifestly constituted the pre-
vailing majority in the councils of the Church, resented
any knowledge but their own knowledge, and distrusted
any thought that they did not correct and control. Any
mental activity but their own struck them as being at
least insolent if not positively wicked. Later on they
were to have a great struggle upon the question of the
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ition 1 - 7 it moved round
carth’s position In Space, and whether

the sun or not. This was really not the business of the
Church at all. She might very well have left to reason
the things that are reason’s, b11t she seems to ha.wi lileen
impelled by an inner necessity to estrange the intellec-
tual conscience in men. : :

Had this intolerance sprung from a real intensity of
conviction it would have been bad enough, but 1t was
accompanied by an undisguised contempt fpr the mental
dignity of the common man that rr}akcs it far less ac-
ceptable to our modern ideas. QQuite apart fr(?m tl}c
troubles in Rome itself there was already manifest in
the twelfth century a strong feeling that all was not
well with the spiritual atmosphere. There began move-
ments—movements that nowadays we should call “re-
vivalist’—within the Church, that implied rather than
uttered a criticism of the sufficiency of her existing
methods and organisation. Men sought fresh forms of
righteous living outside the monasteries and priesthood.

One outstanding figure is that of St. Francis of Assisi
(1181-1226). This pleasant young gentleman had a sud-
den conversion in the midst of a life of pleasure, and,
Falfmg a vow of extreme poverty, gave himself up to an
mmitation of the life of Christ, and to the service of the
sick and wretched, and more particularly to the service
of the lepers who then abounded in Italy.

- He was joined by numbers of disciples, and so the
first Friars of the Franciscan Order came into existence
An order of women devotees was set up beside the ori -
inal confraterniry, il 15 ke OEg

and women were brought into less formal association.

and in addition grear numbers of men -

f..-.'.a.~' y AP o
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He preached, unmolested by the Moslems be it noted. in
Eg}rpt and P_al_estinc, though the Fifth Crusade was then
In progress. Hls_ relations with the Church are still a mat-
ter for discussion. His work had been sanctioned b
Pope Innocen_t LI, but while he was in the Fast there
was a rec?nst'itution of his order, intensifying discipline
and substituting authority for responsive impulse, and
as a consequence of these changes he resigned its head-
ship. To the end he clung passionately to the ideal of
poverty, but he was hardly dead before the order was
holding property through trustees and building a great
church and monastery to his memory at Assisi. The dis-
ciplines of the order that were applied after his death
to his immediate associates are scarcely to be dis-
tinguished from a persecution; several of the more con-
spicuous zealots for simplicity were scourged, others
were imprisoned, one was killed while attempting to
escape, and Brother Bernard, the “first disciple,” passed
a year in the woods and hills, hunted like a wild beast.
This struggle within the Franciscan Order is interest-
ing, because it foreshadowed the great troubles that
were coming to Christendom. All through the thirteenth
century a section of the Franciscans were straining at
the rule of the Church, and in 1318 four of them were
burnt alive at Marseilles as incorrigible heretics. There
seems to have been little difference between the teaching
and the spirit of St. Francis and that of Waldo in the
twelfth century, the founder of the massacred .but un-
conquerable sect of Waldenses. Both were passionately

enthusiastic for the spirit of Jesus of Nazareth. But

while Waldo rebelled against the Church, St. Francis
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did his best to be a good child of the Church, and his
comment on the spiric of official Christianity was only
implicit. But both were instances of an t?utbreak of c;on—
science against authority and the ordinary procedure
of the Church. And it is plain that in the second mstance,
a5 in the first, the Church scented rebellion.

A very different character to St. Francis was the
Spaniard St. Dominic (1170-1221), who was, above all
things, orthodox. For him the Church was not orthodox
enough. He was a reformer on the Right Wing. He had
a passion for the argumentative conversion of heretics,
and he was commissioned by Pope Innocent III to go
and preach to the Albigenses. His work went on side by
side with the fighting and massacres of the crusade.
Whom Dominic could not convert, Innocent’s crusaders
slew. Yet his very activities and the recognition and en-
couragement of his order by the Pope witness to the
rising tide of discussion, and to the persuasion even of
the Papacy that force was no remedy.

.In several respects the development of the Black
Frfars or Dominicans—the Franciscans were the Grey
Fnars—show§ t.he Roman Church at the parting of the
ways, committing itself more and more deeply toa
hopeless conflict -‘With the quickening intelligence and
St of ki e viom Gy i v e
e Dot
Ii herrays t-hf.:- i soug_ t to convert is rpreaerve.d to us.

o atal exasperation of a man who has lost

;; vzlded in the power of truch because his truth has not

g : l‘ = e e = d 5
For many years, ',h&' aid, “I have exhorted you in

Experiments in

Man’s Search for Truth

21
vain, with gentleness, preaching
. ? .-1
But ?Ccordmg to the proverb of my countryv. ‘W
blessing can accomplish nothing bla Sl
: : : » Dlows may avail’ w
5hfii1 rouse agamst you princes and prelates},r who ,alas?
T i : I
will arm nations and l{mgdoms against this land

and thus blows will avail ¥ i
vhere blessings an
have been powerless.” ! e

praying and weeping.

* Encyelopaedia Britannica, art. “Dominic.”
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THE CITY OF GOD

So tur mstoLerance of the Catholic Church drove
steadily towards its own disruption. Nevertheless for
nearly a thousand years the idea of Christendom sus-
tained a conception of human unity more intimate and
far wider than was ever achieved before.

As carly as the fifth century Christianity had already
become greater, sturdier and more enduring than any
empire had ever been, because it was something not
merely imposed upon men, but interwoven with their
deeper instinct for righteousness. It reached out far be-
yond the utmost limits of the empire, into Armenia,
Persia, Abyssinia, Ireland, Germany, India and Turke-
stan. It had become something no statesman could ig-
nore.

This widespread freemasonry, which was particularly
strong in the towns and seaports of the collapsing Em-
pire, must have had a very strong appeal to every polit-
::?é gg:nlse%h The Cl?ristians were essentially townsmen

! aders. | he count t oot
e rymen were still pagans (pagani =

_J tiT}':ng-h made up Df Widel}r scﬂt_ercd congrega—
tions,” says the Encyclopaedia Britanmica in its article

on “Church History,” “it was thought of as one body

£

The City of God
=3
of Christ, one people of G e ;
expression in m}anypwavs. (Ilftir(,—cl:j;;]tliiil b oo
the various Christian communities vwa 3t1'on betw?cn
Christians upon a journey were alwa = Ssu wer;; S
welcome from their fellow discipleg_ M;SCS;: \‘Varm
letFEI.‘S were sent freely from one Church tf:;;t}td
Missionaries and evangelists went continuall fmr:{

place to place. Documents of various kinds i:cludi

_gospelfs and apostolic epistles, circulated wizleliz. Thr:lg
;flll ;aillr?eusd‘;;?gﬁ trhnee Iffeh?g Of unity found expression,
. P of widely separated parts of
Christendom conformed more or less closely to a com-

mon type.” :

Ideas of wor!dly rule by this spreading and ramifying
Church were indeed already prevalent in the fourth
century. Christianity was becoming political. Saint Au-
gustine, a native of Hippo in North Africa, who wrote
].:)etweetl 354 and 430, gave expression to the political
idea of the Church in his book, The City of God. The
City of God leads the mind very directly towards the
possibility of making the world into a theological and
organised Kingdom of Heaven. The city, as Augustine
puts it, is “a spiritual society of the predestined faithful,”
but the step from that to a political application was not
a very wide one. The Church was to be the ruler of the
world over all nations, the divinely-led ruling power
over a great league of terrestrial states.

Subsequently these ideas developed into a definite
political theory and policy. As the barbarian races set-
tled and became Christian, the Pope began to claim an
overlordship of their Kings. In a few centuries the Pope
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had become in Latin Catholic theory, and to a certain
extent in practice, the high priest, censor, judge and di-
vine monarch of Christendom; his influence, as Ww¢ have
noted, extended far beyond the utmost range of the old
empire. For more than a thousand years this idea of the
unity of Christendom, of Christendom as a sort of vast

hose members even in wartime Were

amphictyony, W
restrained from many extremities by the idea of a com-

mon brotherhood and a common loyalty to the Church,
dominated Europe. The history of Europe from the
fifth century onward to the fifteenth is very largely the
history of the failure of this great idea of a divinely or-
dained and righteous world government to realise itself

in practice.

Y,
THE CHURCH SALVAGES LEARNING

Ix THE DARK DIsORDERs of the decline and fall of th
Roman Erppu'e, the newly organised Catholic Churcii
played an important role in the preservation of learning
;md social ideas. St. Benedict and Cassiodorus in particu-
ar set themselves to the salvage of books and teachin
and among their immediate followers was one of tﬂg;
first great Popes, Gregory the Great. In those days the
local Christian priest was often too ignorant to under-
st'and the Latin phrases he mumbled and muttered at
his services. Gregory’s educational energy corrected
that. Ie restored the priests’ Latin. So that later the
Catholic Church retained its widespread solidarity mn
spite of the most extraordinary happenings in Rome.
It would no doubt have preferred to keep its Latin
language withour the Latin classics, but their use was
unavoidable if the language was to be steadied and sus-
tained.

St. Benedict was born at Spoleto in Italy, a young
man of good family. The shadow of the times fell upon
him, he conceived a disgust for the evil in life, and, like
Buddha a thousand years before him, he took to the re-
ligious life and set no limit to his austerities. Fifty miles
from Rome is Subiaco, and there at the end of a gorge
z5 i
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of the Anio, beneath a jungle grpwth of weeds and
bushes, rosc a deserted palace built by the Emperor
Nero, overlooking an artificial lak.e that had be-en made
in those days of departed prosperity by d.arrm'l.lng bﬂC.k
the waters of the river. Here, with a hair sh}rt as his
chief possession, Benedict took up his quarters 1n a cave
in the high southward-looking cliff that overhangs the
stream, in so inaccessible a position that his food had to
“be lowered to him on a cord by a faithful admuirer.
Three years he lived here, and his fame spread as Bud-
dha's did, as a great saint and teacher.

Presently we find him no longer engaged in self-tor-
ment, but controlling a group of twelve monasteries,
the resort of a great number of people. Youths are
brought to him to be educated, and the whole character
of his life has ceased to be ascetic.

From Subiaco he removed to Monte Cassino, half-
way between Rome and Naples, a lonely and beautiful
mountain in the midst of a great circle of majestic
heights. Here, it is interesting to note that in the sixth
century A.. he found a temple of Apollo and a sacred
grove, and the countryside still worshipping at this
shrme..His first labours had to be missionary labours,
and with difficulty he persuaded the simple pagans to
demol_ish their temple and cut down their grove. The
estabhshmem upon Monte Cassino became a famous
and powerfgl centre within the lifetime of its founder.
mM;%i 'ui‘:::h dthe i‘_""‘be“fﬂ? ifivcntigns-‘ of marvel-lovin
e o mans. exoreised, disciples walking on
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iﬂi};:gl?nf;ﬁ(efil:;iz tr}:)i, st_oﬁries_that represent him as dig-
message to a solitary ;EOC}?;?%' H foSIT Sdaupm
in saintliness by Ch&ining Hites ;ﬂt\:nted 13; new degree
cave. “Break thy chajn,” said Beneiizgcufm a narrow
; I ; for the true
servant of God is chained not to rocks by iron,
righteousness by Christ.” ¢

Nex.t to t‘he discouragement of solitary self-torture,
Be.nedmt insisted upon hard work. Through the legends
shine the clear indications of the trouble made by his
patrician students and disciples who found themselves
obliged to toil instead of leading lives of leisurely aus-
terity under the ministrations of the lower-class breth-
ren.

A third remarkable thing about Benedict was his po-
litical influence. He set himself to reconcile Goths and
Italians, and it is clear that Totila, his Gothic king, came
to him for counsel and was greatly influenced by him.
When Totila retook Naples from the Greeks, the
Goths protected the women from insult and treated
even the captured soldiers with humanity. Belisarius,
Justinian’s general, had taken the same place ten years
previously, and had celebrated his triumph by a general
massacre. ;

Now the monastic organisation of Benedict was a
very great beginning in the Western world. One of
his prominent followers was Pope Gregory the Great
(540-604), the first monk to become Pope .(590); he
was one of the most capable and energetic of the

but to

| Popes, sending successful missions to the unconverted,

and particularly to the Anglo-Saxons. He ruled in Rome
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organising armies, making
due the imposition of the
the whole of Latin monas-

Jike an independent king,
treaties. To his influence is
Benedictine rule upon nearly
ticIsT. _ :
Gregory the Great ruled in Rome like an independent
king, organising armies, making treaties. It was he who
saw two fair captives from Britain, and, having asked
whence they came and being told they were Angles,
said they might be angels—non Angli sed Angeli—
rather than Angles if they had the Faich. He made it
his special business to send missionaries to England. This
is a high water mark in the chequered history of the
Roman Church. From Gregory I it passes into a phase
of decadence not only at Rome but throughout 1ts entire

sphere of influence.

VI
CHARLEMAGNE

AN INTERESTING AMATEUR in theology who was destined
to drive a wedge into the solidarity of the Christian sys-
tem was the Emperor Charlemagne, Charles the Gre};t
the friend and ally of King Alfred of Wessex. Thé
wedge was unpremeditated. The learned, investing his-
tory with the undeserved dignity their scholarly minds
craved, have endowed Charles with an almost inhuman
foresight. He was the son of Pepin, who had been
M.ayor of the Palace to the last of the Merovingian
Kings, and, on the strength of his being de facto King,
he appealed to the Pope to transfer the Crown to his
head. This the Pope did. Everywhere in Europe the
ascendant rulers seized upon Christianity as a unifying
force to cement their conquests. Christianity became 2
banner for aggressive chiefs—as it did in Uganda in
Africa in the bloody days before that country was an-
nexed to the British Empire.

Charlemagne was most simply and enthusiastically
Christian, and his disposition to sins of the flesh, to a
certain domestic laxity—he is accused among other
things of incestuous relations with his daughters—

~ merely sharpened his redeeming zeal for the Church.
~ An aggressive Church had long since decided that sins
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of the flesh are venial sins when weighed against unor-
thodoxy, and he was able to offer up vast hecatombs of
conquered pagans to appease the more and more com-
plaisant Catholic Church. He insisted on their becoming
Christians, and to refuse baptism or to retract after bap-
tism were equally crimes punishable by death. After he
was crowned Emperor he obliged every male subject
over the age of twelve to renew his oath of allegiance
and undertake to be not simply a good subject but a
good Christian.

A new Pope, Leo III, in 795, made Charlemagne Em-
peror. Hitherto the court at Byzantium had possessed a
certain indefinite authority over the Pope. Strong em-
perors like Justinian had bullied the Popes and obliged
them to visit Constantinople; weak emperors had an-
noyed them ineffectively. The idea of a breach, both
secular and religious, with Constantinople had long been
entertained at the Lateran, and in the Frankish power
there seemed to be just the support that was necessary
if Constantinople was to be defied.

So upon his accession Leo III sent the keys of the
tomb of St. Peter and a banner to Charlemagne as the
symbols of his sovereignty in Rome as King of Italy.
Very soon the Pope had to appeal to the protection
he had chosen. He was unpopular in Rome; he was
attacked and ill-treated in the streets during a proces-
sion, and obliged to fly to Germany (799). Eginhard
says his eyes were gouged out and his tongue cut off.
He scems, however, to have had both eyes and tongue
again a year later. Charlemagne brought him back to
Rome and reinstated him (800). IR

Charlemagne

3

Then Of::(:l_‘.rr‘;‘d a very important scene. On Christ-
mas Da‘y in the year 8oo, as Charles was Tising f e
prayer in the Church of St. Peter, the P(JPCL\V‘TIO l‘rl]m:l
everything in readiness, clapped a crown upoﬁn his h ﬂd
and hailed him Casar ard Augustus. There was :;1
popular applause. But Eginhard, the friend andtbigor;t
pher of Charlemagne, says that the new Emperor ?,m;
by no means Pleased by this coup of Pope Leo’s; If he
had known this was to happen, he said, “he would not
have entered the Church, great festival though it was.”

; No doubt he had been thinking and talking of makin
himself Emperor, but he had evidently not intended thac
Fhe Pope should make him Emperor. He had had some
idea of marrying the Empress Irene, who at that time
reigned in Constantinople, and so becoming monarch of
both Eastern and Western Empires. But now he was
obliged to accept the title in the manner that Leo had
adopted, as a gift from the Pope, and in a way that es-
tranged Constantinople and secured the separation of
Rome from the Byzantine Church,

At first Byzantium was unwilling to recognise the
imperial title of Charlemagne. But in 811 a great disaster
fell upon the Byzantine Empire. The pagan Bulgarians,
under their prince Krum, defeated and destroyed the
armies of the Emperor Nicephorus, whose skull became
a drinking cup for Krum. The great part of the Balkan
peninsula was conquered by these people. After this
misfortune Byzantium was in no position to dispute this
revival of the empire in the West, and in 812 Charle-
magne was formally recognised by Byzantine envoys as
Emperor and Augustus.
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The defunct Western Empire rose again as the “Holy
Roman Empire.” While its military strength lay north
of the Alps, its centre of authority was Rome. It was
from the beginning a divided thing, a claim and an argu-
ment rather than a necessary reality. The good German
sword was always clattering over the Alps into Iraly,
and missions and legates toiling over in the reverse direc-
tion. But the Germans never could hold Italy perma-
nently, because they could not stand the malaria that
the ruined, neglected, undrained country fostered. And
in Rome, as well as in several other of the cities of Italy,
there smouldered a more ancient tradition, the tradition
of the aristocratic republic, hostile to both Emperor
and Pope.

In spite of the fact that we have a life of him written
by his contemporary, Eginhard, the character and per-
sonality of Charlemagne are difficult to visualise. Egin-
hard was a poor writer; he gives many particulars, but
not the particulars that make a living figure. Charle-
SRERL, he says, was a tall man, with a rather fee-
ble voice; and he had bright eyes and a long nose. “The
top oi" hls_head mlras J:'ound,”' whatever that may mean,
and his hair was “white.” Possibly that means he was a

blond. He had a thick, rather short neck, and “his belly

too prominent.” He wore a tunic with 2 silver border
a_x.ld ga.rter.ef:] hose. He-had a blue cloak, and was alwa ;
girt with his sword, hilt and belt"being of gold and sil-

‘Ml r

BIE Sh 0 an af ae i st R _
v 0 © han ol great animation and his aby __
love affair did not icerfere at 4l with by ensn
Hary and political labours. He took much exercise,

Charlemagne 13
was fond of pomp and religious ceremonies, and gave
generously. T-Ie was a man of considerable intellectual
enterprise, *»‘Vl_t_h a self-confident vanity rather after the
fashion of William II, the ex-German Emperor, who
recently died so unimpressively at Doorn.

His mental activities are interesting, and they serve
as a sample of the intellectuality of the time. Probably
he could read; at meals he “listened to music or reading,"’
but he never acquired the art of writing; “he used,” says
Eginhard, “to keep his writing book and tablets under
his pillow, that when he had leisure he mighe practise
his hand in forming letters, but he made little progress
in an art begun too late in life.” He certainly displayed
a hunger for knowledge, and he took pains to attrace
men of learning to his Court.

These learned men were, of course, clergymen, there
being no other learned men then in the world, and nat-
urally they gave a strongly clerical tinge to the informa-
tion they, imparted. At his Court, which was usually at
Aix-la-Chapelle or Mayence, he whiled away the winter
season by a curious institution called his “school,” in
which he and his erudite associates affected to lay aside
all thoughts of worldly position, assumed names taken
from the classical writers or from Holy Writ, and c.iis~
coursed upon learning and theology. Charlemagne him-
self was “David.” He developed a considerable knmfvl—
a dge Gt theolog}r, and it is to him I.:hat we must QSFrlbc-
the proposal to add the words filioque to the Nicene

" Creed—an addition that finally split the Latin and Greek

ks Churches asunder. But it is more than doubtful whe.;hex
: ‘l. l'lﬂ Tiiel ﬂny Such sepam_don in mind. He Wal'l.l'ed o add
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Creed, just as the Emperor William
his mark on the German language
and he took up this filioque idea,
which was originally a Spani.sh mnovation. Pope L_eo
discreetly opposed it, When it was accepted_ centurr]es
later, it was probably acaepthl with the deliberate ip-
tention of enforcing the widening breach between Latin
and Byzantine Christendom.

The filiogue point is a subtle one, and a word or so of
explanation may not seem amiss to those who are unin-
structed theologically. Latin Christendom believes now
that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and the
Son; Greek and Eastern Christians, that the Holy Spirit
proceeds from the Father, without any mention of the
Son. The latrer attitude seems to incline a little towards
the Arian point of view. The Catholic belief is that the
Father and the Son have always existed together, world
without end; the Greek orthodox idea is tainted by a
very human disposition to think fathers ought to be at
least a little senior to their sons. The reader must go to

hiﬁ own religious teachers for Precise instruction upon
this point,

2 word or so to the
II wanted to leave
and German books,

tio?;e d"sllf' ke of men in positions of supreme educa-
L anthority i g community, to dircet thought into

some i ¢ 2 : . .
_b;n;alétl‘il;;ﬂg channel by which their existence may

10Te memorable, is not uncommon. The
i f’f’?._-:m_taugg, helped to make the Ger-
- did much for the spectacle-
g his influence to sustain

o e ¢

insisting upon the

mperor Will

m the good old
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German vocabulary. “Telephone” for instance was
anathema, and “fernsprecher” was substiruted; and wire-
less became “drachtlos.” So nationalism in Germany
achieved the same end as the resistance of English stu-
pidity to orthographic changes, and made the language
difficult for and repulsive to foreigners.

The normal speech of Charlemagne was Frankish,
He may have understood Latin, more particularly if it
was used with consideration, but he could have had no
opportunity of Greek. He made a collection of old Ger-
man songs and tales, bur these were destroyed by his
son and successor, Louis the Pious, because of their

¢

paganism.




VIl
BLACK INTERLUDE

For A very roxe 1iMe the hold of the Emperors and
the Popes upon the City of Rome was a very insecure
ong. oy

Many of the surviving patrician families and also the
Roman mob claimed the most conflicting privileges in
the election and removal of the popes; the German Em-
peror claimed similar rights, and on the other hand the
popes would assert their rights to depose and excom-
municate emperors. In this confusion popes multiplied,
even a layman, John XIX, was made pope, and there
were overlapping popes in considerable abundance. In
1045 .there were three popes struggling in Rome, the
notoriously vicious Benedict IX, Sylvester I1I and Greg-
ory V1. Gregory VI bought the Papacy from Benedict
WhO.S‘lbseq_lleﬂ_ﬂy went back on his bargain. ,

Hildebrand became Pope Gregory VII. He succeeded
Pope Alexander, who, under his nspi t had be:
attempting to reform and o1 _.pn'a T
wp ol LB consolidate the Church or-
| i imposed celibacy on the clergy and so
& e oft from family and social i consolidated
i  the Church T Ao __3__?,1'35-- It contso:hdate

nd excommunicated
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the Emperor, who repented and did penance at Canossa.

“Afterwards Henry regretted his humiliation and created

an Anti-Pope, Clement III. He besieged Gregory who
held out in the Castle of St. Angelo. Robert Guiscard
a Norman freebooter, whom Ir’opc Nicholas 11 haé
made “Duke of Apulia and Calabria and furure Lord
of Sicily by the Grace of God and St. Peter,” came to
the rescue, drove out the Emperor and Anti-Pope and
incidentally sacked Rome. After which Gregory went
off under the protection of the Normans and died at
Salerno, a hated and unhappy man, a good and great-
spirited man defeated by the uncontrollable complexities
of life.

So the story of schisms and conflicts runs on through
the records of the Church. Many of the popes fought
for power for the vilest ends, but we do such men as
Gregory VII and Urban I (the Pope of the First Cru-
sade) the grossest injustice if we ignore the fact that
behind this barbaric struggle for power there could be
long views and disinterested aims. Conformity to the
concepts of Christendom or a merely brutal life impulse
were the alternative guides between which men had to
choose in the armosphere of that period. Men “§i{1ned”
violently and defiantly and yet were superstitiously

" afraid. Death-beds generally recked with penitence,

abject confessions and pious bequests. It is difficult for
a modern mind to imagine how much m that age of con-
fusion men could believe, and how little dignity, co-
herence and criticism there was in their beliefs.
How far things could go with the wealk, the vicious
and the insolent is shown by one phase in the history
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+ this time, an almost indescribable phase. The

gi ::;n;; :;,;h]];mpire of Charlemagne had l(?ft the Pﬂpe
unsupported, he was threatened by LyEantitm and
the Saracens (who had taken Sicily), and face to face
with the unruly nobles of Rome. Among the mog
owerful of these nobles were two women. Theodory
and Marozia, mother and daughter," who in succession
held the same Castle of St. Angelo, which Theophylact,
the patrician husband of Theodora, had scized together
with most of the temporal power of the Pope. These
rwo women were as bold, unscrupulous and dissolute
as any male prince of the time could have been, and
they are abused by masculine historians as though they
were ten times worse. Marozia seized and imprisoned
Pope John X (928), who speedily died under her hands.
Her mother, Theodora, had beeen his mistress. Marozia
s%ascqfu_;n;ly ;{nIadc her illegitimate son Pope, under the
title of John XI.

After him her grandson, John XII, filled the chair of
St. Peter. Glb‘bon’s account of the manners and morals
of John XII is suffused with blushes and takes refuge
312 hlzstX iirfneath a veil of Latin footnotes. This Pope,
p.emr o was ﬁl’l?ﬂy degraded by the German Em-
Car’lqvihg ia,nssm:‘,rrlhof_ 2 new dynasty thar had ousted the
Italy to be cf:)\;v-n;d?mef Ol_far-_ He A.l b and down mto
Al phasfe-'fin' : m l;n 962, Harsh critics of_ the Church

T hase in it history the pornocracy.

Coth A€y sounds much more awful for the

an was the realit,
ticism s to be just. It was.

It has very little

Black Interlude 19

J

a purely Roman scandal, and the Faithful throughout
Christendom probably never heard a word about this
“pornocratic” phase. They went about their simple
religious duties as they had been taught. It was not an
age of easy travel, and practically nobody in the tenth
century went to Rome or heard what was happening
there. That sort of stress was to come later.




| VIII

THE LAUNCHING OF THE CRUSADES
| BY THE CHURCH

Iy T priep HisTorY of the complex effort of t.he

human mind and will to secure some mastery Over its

internal and external perplexities, the Crusades,. and

i particularly the First Crusad«e3 demand our particular
! attention. The First Crusade displays “Christendom” at

| its maximum effectiveness as a consolidating and justify-
ing idea, and it shows also how the essential instability

of the Roman leadership and the 1deological freakishness

, of Charlemagne combined with the inherent self-seek-
Wi : ing and confusion in the human mind at large, to defeat
every ostensible purpose of this great eastward drive.
Every ostensible purpose. But the reaction of the min-
gling of ideas and purposes that ensued had unforesecn

was presently to

) ensue,

itse slowly from, the uncer-
s. The establishment of

ﬁﬁsﬁaﬂﬁf}”?

consequences in the disintegration of Christendom that

dotted the !
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o o s o e procin of e d
i e OfgCOUSEderablle} ; provided retreats
as ministers, councillors educat}r TIIEJT Wl
fifty when he was kﬂle:i Ans }OIS" Sk iy

» Anselm lived to be seventy-
five, La_nfranc’sv age is uncertain, but it was somewhere
about elght.y. No wonder they carried weight in a gen-
erally puerile world.

A man is as old as his arteries, we say nowadays, but
t}.le‘ key to a real and authoritative old age for these
divines of the Dark Ages was probably the inherited
soundness of their teeth. Those whose teeth decayed
ceased to speak with dignity and authority. There was
no dentistry except extraction.

“Benefit of clergy,” which worked out at last as a
convenient mitigation of harsh penal laws, arose out of
the claim of the consolidating Church to rake clerics
out of the hands of the temporal power and deal with
them in its own fashion. But the monasteries were only
aggressive when they dared; they were not immune
from local disorders and had to be steered with discre-
tion. There was incessant bickering, robbery and war-
fare, and intermittent local famine, and the standard of
life rose and fell here and there and from time to time.

In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the civilisation
of Western Europe probably displayed far less social
insecurity and inequality, and far less gross brutality,

than in the succeeding period. There were regions and

phases of comparative health and vitality. But such

~ phases meant the accumulation of lootable resources,
- and opened the way to conceptions of conquest upon
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I d more lucrative scale. The Norman C‘quCSt
a larger an e considerable achievement for that
gty ;ﬁon of the Roman Empire, the tradition
a%e' T_hte ;53 rich cities to the south-east, still haunted
ﬁlcg’??maginations and did much (tiﬂ prepare them for
the greater adventure of the Crusades. S

The older and wiser heads who were consolidating
a renascent Latin Church in the rg:ntl:n and eleventh cen-
turies were struggling against the incessant bickering

warfare of the times. The Church then was something
very different from Pope Pacelli’s Church of to-day. In
its reawakened cleventh-century form, under the direc-
tion of that greatest of papal statesmen, Pope Gregory
VII (Hildebrand), it was the most civilised and civilis-
ing thing in the Western world. It was at its best. Not
only the Roman Church as we know it, but all the Prot-

estant sccts, are derived from it. It had tried various ex-
pedients to put a truce upon local violence, and it seized
upon the Turkish ill-treatment of pilgrims to the Holy
Sepulchre as an incentive, These Turks had smashed
the Byzantine armies and driven them out of Asia Minor.
They sat down in Nicza, opposite Byzantium itself.
In this extremity Alexis Comnenus, the Byzantine Fm-
peror, appeiled to Pope Gregory VII for help, and
the Latin-speaking Wiest responded promptly and vig-

~ orowsly. Both the Western Empire and the Church

4 be’fﬂm ¢ thﬁ"ﬁ-subj?ﬂ:gaﬁﬂn of the Eastern

IX
CHRISTENDOM MARCHES EAST

TH.E INCITEMENT TO CRUSADE aroused a stupendous and
varied response. It released all the latent unifying forces
that had accumulated about the idea of Christendom. In
the beginning of the seventh century we saw Western
Europe as a chaos of social and political fragments, with
no common idea nor hope, a systefn shattered almost
to a dust of self-seeking individuals. Now, at the close of
the eleventh century, we discover a common belief, a
linking idea, to which men may devote themselves, and
by which they can co-operate together in a universal
enterprise. We realise that, in spite of much weakness
and intellectual and moral unsoundness, to this extent
the Christian Church had worked. We are able to meas-
ure the evil phases of tenth-century Rome, the scandals,
the filthiness, the murders and violence, at their proper
value by the scale of this fact. No doubt, not only in
Rome itself, but all over Christendom, there. h?d bee.n
many lazy, evil and foolish ecclesiastics, but it is mani-
fest that in spite of them a task of teaching and co-

~ordination had been accomplished by a great multitude

of right-living priests and monks and nuns. A new and

greater amphictyony, the amphictyony of Christianity,
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T it had been buile by th
; 1d, an it had been bullt by thoy-
had come 1nto the Wﬂfous faithful lives.

1
sanAdS; i}fgef:s;ﬁszﬁa the appeal of Urban Il was not
‘ Conf?ngd only to what We should call educated people,

L : and princes who were will-
e mzrﬂ;zgzg#gﬁtt;y sidep with the figure of Ur-
;)r;%n t::«f ?nust put that of Peter Fhf: Hermit, a type novel
to Furope, albeit 2 little reminiscent of the Hebrew
prophets. This man appeared preaching the crusade to
the common people. He told a sto%"y——whetl't.er tl'uthfl_:ll
or untruthful hardly matters in this connectlon——’of his
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, of thc: wanton destruction z}t
the Holy Sepulchre by the Seljuk Turks, who took it
somewhen about 1075—the chronology of this period is
still very vague—and of the exactions, brutalities and
deliberate cruelties now practised upon the Christian pil-
grims to the Holy Places. Barefooted, clad in a coarse
garment, riding on an ass and bearing a huge cross, this
man travelled about France and Germany, and every-
where harangued vast crowds in church or street or
market-place. :

Here for the first time we discover the masses of Eu-
rope with a common idea, Here is a collective response
of indignation to the story of a remote wrong, a swift
];Szfit;ﬁqifi; common cause by rich and poor alike.

that happening in the Empire of
ced, m any Eifﬁvms state in the
e kind might perhaps
ler world of Hellas,
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na.tions, I(ing'doms, tongues and peoples. We are dealing
with something new that has come into the world.

From the first this Haming enthusiasm was mixed with
baser eclements. There was the cold and ecaleulated
scheme of the free and ambitious Latin Church to sub-
due and_rep.lace the Byzantine Church; there was the
freel.)ootmg instinct of the Normans, now tearing Iraly
to pieces, which turned readily enough to a new and
richer world of plunder; and there was something in
the multitude who now turned their faces east, some-
thing deeper than love in the human composition,
namely, fearborn hate, that the impassioned appeals of
the propagandists and the exaggeration of the horrors
and cruelties of the infidel had fanned into flame.

And still other forces were at work; the intolerant
Seljuks and the intolerant Fatimites lay now an impassa-
ble barrier across the eastward trade of Genoa and Ven-
ice that had hitherto flowed through Baghdad, Aleppo
and Egypt. Unless Constantinople and the Black Sea
route were to monopolise Eastern trade altogether, they
must force open these closed channels. Moreover, in
1094 and 1ogs there had been a pestilence and famine
from the Scheldr to Bohemia, and there was great social
disorganisation.

“No wonder,” wrote Mr. Ernest Barker, “that 2
stream of emigration set towards the East, such a¢

would in modern times flow towards a newly discov-

ered goldfield—a stream carrying in its turbid waters
much refuse, tramps and bankrupts, camp-followers and

 hucksters, fugitive monks and escaped villeins, and

\
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| me motley grouping, the same feyey
g}m;;zd tt}:g ::rflcsi:ltemations I;ljif'"l ;;flﬂueﬂ; < E}Pd beggary
o for a goldfield to-day.
wh};::]ltl It:r;lz;rs]; tgt; ::S:econ dag}’m coﬂtril?lltDI“y’ causes. The
fact of predominant interest to the historian of mankind
is this will to crusade sufldﬁﬂl}’ revealed as a new mass
ossibility in human affairs.

The first forces to move eastward were great crowds
of undisciplined people rather than armies, and the
sought to make their way by the \_ralley of tbe Danube,
and thence southward to Constantinople. This has been
called the “people’s crusade.” Never before in the whole
history of the world had there been such a spectacle as
these masses of practically leaderless people moved by
an idea. It was a very crude idea. When they got among
foreigners, they did not realise they were not already
among the infidel. Two great mobs, the advance guard
of the expedition, committed such excesses in Hungary,
where the language was incomprehensible to them, that
they were massacred. A third host began with a great
pogrom of the Jews in the Rhineland, and this multitude
was also deﬁtrﬂyed in Hungary, Two other swarms un-
i;l;n Pﬂfltter hgnsg;f reached Constantinople, to the aston-
e, ey of e gt Al Thy
e B hipped den

feated by the Seljuls ,(_mgﬁg’mas%mcd rather than de

]

’

' Appearance of the “people”
Topean history was followed in

Crusade. They
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ders, England‘, Southern Italy and Sicily, and the will
and power of them were the Normans. They crossed
the Bosphorus and captured Nicza, which Alexius
snatched away from them before they could loot it

Then they went to Antioch, which they took after
nearly a year’s siege. Then they defeated a great reliev-
ing army from Mosul.

A large part of the crusaders remained in Antioch, a
smaller force under Godfrey of Bouillon went on to
Jerusalem. To quote Barker again; “After a little more
than a month’s siege, the city was finally captured (July
15th, 1099). The slaughter was terrible; the blood of
the conquered ran down the streets, until men splashed
in blood as they rode. At nightfall, ‘sobbing for excess of
joy,” the crusaders came to the Sepulchre from their
treading of the winepress, and put their blood-stained
hands together in prayer. So, on that day of triumph, the
First Crusade came to an end.”

The authority of the Patriarch of Jerusalem was at
once seized upon by the Latin clergy with the expedi-
tion, and the Orthodox Christians found themselves in
rather a worse case under Latin rule than under the
Turk. There were already Latin principalities established
at Antioch and Edessa, and between these various courts
and kings began a struggle for ascendancy. There was
an unsuccessful attempt to make Jerusalem a property
of the Pope. These are complications beyond our pres-
ent scope. e

Let us quote, however, a characteristic passage from
Gibbon, to show the drift of events: “In a style less
grave than that of history, I should perhaps compare the
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| ) e jackal, who is said to follow the
i:;gear:ﬁ gi:ill?: :!?et?ea\]rings of the Iionf. \/ths]l;'erer had
on his fears and toils in the passage of the First Cru-
sbaecfg they were amply recompensed by the §ubsequent
bene,ﬁts which he derived _frprn the exploits (')f the
Franks. His dexterity and v1g11an_ce SeCUl‘Ed.thmr ﬁ;sr
conquest of Nicza, and from this threatemng station
the Turks were compelled to evacuate the neighbour-
onstantinople.
hﬂggvﬁlg the Crusalziers, with blind valour, advanced
:to the midland countries of Asia, the crafty Greek im-
proved the favourable occasion when the emirs of the
sea coast were recalled to the standard of the Sultan.
The Turks were driven from the islands of Rhodes and
Chios; the cities of Ephesus and Smyrna, of Sardes, Phil-
adelphia and Laodicea, were restored to the empire,
which Alexius enlarged from the Hellespont to the
banks of the Mzander and the rocky shores of Pam-
phylia. The churches resumed their splendour; the towns
were rebuilt and fortified; and the desert country was
'P'EGPIFd with colonies of Christians, who were gently
mf}m’ed_fmm the more distant and dangerous frontier.
, 'In these paternal cares we may forgive Alexius if he
* Tor ﬂ“d;; erance of gg-hai sepulchre; but, by the
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pendence. It does not appear that the emperor attempted
to revive his obsolete claims over the kingdom of Jeru-
salem, but the borders of Cilicia and Syria were more
recent in his possession and more accessible to his arms,
The great army of the crusaders was annihilated or dis-
persed; the principality of Antioch was left without a
head, by the surprise and captivity of Bohemond; his
ransom had oppressed him with a heavy debt; and his
Norman followers were insufficient to repel the hostl-
ities of the Greeks and Turks.

“In this distress, Bohemond embraced a MAgnanimous
resolution, of leaving the defence of Antioch to his kins-
man, the faithful Tancred; of arming the West against
the Byzantine Empire, and of executing the design
which he inherited from the lessons and example of his
father Guiscard. His embarkation was clandestine; and if

~we may credit a tale of the Princess Anna, he passed the

hostile sea closely secreted in a coffin. (Anna Conpena
adds that, to complete the imitation, he was shut up
with a dead cock; and condescends to wonder how the
barbarian could endure the confinement and putrefac-
tion. This dbsurd tale is unknown to the Latins.) . . .”

So Gibbon, caustic but veracious, detesting Roman
and Byzantine with an impartial detestation, bears his
witness.

It was in this widening conflict of the Latin and the

Greek that the theological freak of Charlemagne, the
_ filiogue clause, became important politically.

We have, traced the growth of this idea of a reli-
vovernment of Christendom—and through Chris-
mankmd-—-ﬂn& we have shown how naturally
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- ‘ dition of worlg
: f the tradi ¢
and how necessarily, becalis'fi{ zme. T Pope of Ross
ire. it found a centre at. G
empire, lv Western pamarch; he was the religious
was th:: on ;t region in which the ruling tongue wag
Ilicaf{ -Od:: Votth Patriai‘ChS of the Orthodox C}:‘UTC}\
at]lf::’ Greek, and so were inaudible throu.ghout his do-
;E,a(?ir;s- and ::he two words filioque, which had bf:'etl
added’ to the Latin creed, now split off the B}Tzammﬁ
Christians by one of those JmPalpable and_ elusive doc-
trinal points upon which there is no reconciliation. (The
final rupture was in 1054)-

The broad reality of the Crusades was that all .the sur-
plus energy of the West, in a passion of greed, piety and
virtuous indignation, poured down upon the far more
sophisticated Levant and returned with a thousand hith-
erto unheard-of things. Most of the rank and file were

killed off (“The men were splendid”), but the knights.

and noblemen who returned with their retinues came
back with silk and velvet, dyes and chain armour, and
cravings and coneeptions of luxury that had been sub-
merged in the minds of western men since the collapse of
the Roman Empire.

X
A CATHOLIC GENTLEMAN OF 1440

LET Us Now skETCH the face and quality of human life
in Europe-at that time, in the fourteenth and fifreenth
cent‘uries. We must clear our minds of the popular per-
suasion that the people who went to and fro in the rowns
and villages we inheric were very much like the people
who walk about our streets to-day, except that they
wore different costumes. That is a complete delusion.
There was no such fancy dress ball. These fifteenth-
century people were, on the average, twenty years
younger, they were less healthy looking, and they stank
quite abominably. The barbarism of the period was not
primitive. It had arisen out of the decadence of a preced-
ing social order. The great public baths of the Roman
tradition had faded out of the crumbling social edifice.
Not only are we misled by the natural anthropomor-
phism, so to speak, that makes us image the crowds in
the past essentially like the crowds of to-day, but we
are also misled by the pictures and records which mis-
represent the spectacle of the times.

The printed book had still to dawn upon the world,
and whatever record was made of the show of things

~ was kept by monkish chroniclers employed by the

Princes and Potentates of the time. These keepers of the
o .

§
13
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' e their manuscripts as brighe
roiled to mak
records sat and

-+ to their employers as pgssil)le. So tha‘t our
Var}(:] Plcasll;]g vime is magically illuminated by their are,
vision ?f t i’itm of humafl indignity is lit up by the flar-
A ?eek;)ng ;Zless of the subservient chronicler and the
ﬁg?ﬁ,s ;}gheral dry, and it i only when we subgect the‘m
to a closer scrutiny that we are able to grasp the squalid

g d
f human life during that perio :
fa(i?hzn 4s now the world had its own loveliness, sun-

rise and sunset, the glorious onset of spring, the golden
sutumn, the white frost flowers upon the branches, but
the dyes and fabrics of thirteenth- and fourteent.h—cen-
tury clothing in Christendom had none of the‘ gilt and
shining pigmentation of the illuminator. Clothing must
have been still crude in colour and stale and dirty in sub-
stance. The normal span of life was brief and men were
flimsier. We find the armour of our ancestors too small
and tight for even puny men to-day. But then, one may
ask, was it worn by real grown-up men? These people
were often married at thirteen, they were warriors and
leaders in their later teens; they became cruel old satyrs
 atsix-and-thirty. In fact they never grew up either phys-
ically or mentally. They lived in a world of witless lord-
ship and puerile melodrama,

: F‘r“ﬁm this disillusioning digression upon the brilliance
" I‘“S 'ﬁ.ft?emh’ century, we can turn to one exception-
"HY Wi_l_'ﬁ_nt”_y_nungwmm, Gilles de Rais, a type of his
B of th life we have by various accidents an ex-

& was married to a rich heiress
'Es’ﬁw' make a match

A Catholic Gentlewan of 1440

¥3
was a boy nat only of excep
tional gifts. He patronised

bound books. And from the
call “unbalanced.”

Some PCOPIIC may be disposed to account for his pe-
culiar ab.erratu.m_s by saying he just “went mad” But
madness 1s as pitiless and consistent a process as anything
else .that can ha_ppen, the sequence of ideas in those we
call insane is as inevitable, you can find their origins and
their associations, and nowadays when we are all oot of
harmony with our conditions of survival, to say merely
that he “went mad” does not even put him outside the
pale of normal experience. Exceptionally wealthy at the
outset, his mental liveliness made him a spendthrift. Like
many youngsters born rich, he could not imagine being
hard up until he was. He liked to give extravagant enter-
tainments, mysteries and moralities. From first to last he
was a good Catholic, conscientiously and unfeignedly re-
ligious. But for that he might never have been hung. He
dabbled in alchemy and the black arts—there was no
Monte Carlo for him in those days and no turf—and he
tried to make up for his magic by extravagant charity
and special masses.

All this is the behaviour of an uncontrolled upper-
form schoolboy with a belief in his luck, an uncritical
piety of the “Onward Christian Soldiers” type, and an
unanalysed disposition to tom}ent fags. It must Abe cited
to place him definitely in relation to our own minds, but

tional energy but of excep-
music. He illuminated and
outset he was what people

- not in any way as a condonation of what he did. He was
~ cruel; by all our standards he was hideously cruel; he lﬂe—
~ lighted in the tormenting of children; and the points
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best worth discussing about him here are},ﬁﬁ 73t, Whether
he was an exceptional sinner, or Whethcr S CIimes were
ccome of a mental disposition thatﬁ has always beey,
g;;roafivc since that wre.:tched congestion of manking
which is called civilisation began; and secondly, ang

i rpose, how fa
more important for our present purpose, far the

- religious beliefs and practices of Catholic Qhristendom
in t%lt: fifteenth century really condemned his abomin,-

tions. :
JOThe Christians before the days of Constantine the

Great had stood out valiantly against the cruelties of the
arena and for the practical brotherhood of man, but was
the Church still doing so when Gilles de Rais was a great
nobleman? The records tell that he was hung for the
torture and murder of 140 children to which he con-
fessed, in the year 1440. He had committed sacrilege and
infringed clerical immunity by entering the Church of
St. Buienne de Mer Morte just after Mass and dragging
out a certain Jean de Ferron who was kneeling there in
prayer. This precipitared the hostility and suspicion that
was accumulating against him. As a sequel to this out-
rage he was arrested and cited before the Bishop of Nan-
tes on various charges of which sacrilege and heresy
were the chief and these murders a secondary issuc. A
parallel enquiry was made by Picrre de I'Hépital, Presi-
dent. of the parlement, by whose sentence he
ety - piety and abject confession

£ ch he probably went 1
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fortunate than Hamlet's father,

fi_om being b.ur, L by “four or five dames and demoiselles
Ol predL estate, : who removed his body from the flames
of the pyre built so thar be would fall 1nto ir. Manifestly
they .tho_ught no great evil of what he had done. His two
associates had no such social standing, and their bodies
were burnt. This, I understand, will cause them con-
siderable ‘trou_ble at the Resurrection, from which the
aristocratic Gilles will be exempt.

He began life brilliantly and honourably. He must
have seemed a splendid young man to the world about
him, and by every current standard he was splendid. He
was a close ally and supporter of Joan of Are, with
whom he fought side by side at Orleans and later at Jar-
geau and Patay. He carried out the coronation of
Charles VII at Reims, and he was made maréchal of
France upon that important occasion.

This riddle of condonation of social inequality and
cruelty confronts us at every stage of the long “Martyr-
dom of Man.” Man is evidently an animal which will
fight, and on occasion fight desperately, but which pre-
fers to fight at an advantage. He has been readier to use
moderation and make concessions when fighting against
his quasi-equals than against those who are altogether
helpless, and always he has shown little or no regard for
his inferiors, the rank and file, still less for the feeble

and his body was saved

folk who get in his militant way. When a scorched
earth policy had to be undertaken, or if they were Jews
! or infidels, they counted for nothing at all.

The Merchant of Venice, the dullest play perhaps
duced by the Shakespeare group, exhibits an internal
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i a liberal-minded and a prejudiced ele.
layers which vamped up that fun.

damentally dreary story of hate against hate. "The strug.
amentally elements goes on in every
le between these two g

lgl man grouping, not only between bne man and ap.
u !

other, but between what we are apt to -call a man’s bet.

ter seif and his lower nature, between his sense of right-

sness and his even more deeply rooted prejudices. It

struggle betwee
ment in the group of p

eou

runs through the entire Christian story, and. our case
against the Catholic Church is that, albe:n: it originated in
a passionate assertion of the conception of br(.)tlherly
equality, it relapsed steadily from the broad nobility of
its beginnings and passed over at last almost completely
to the side of persecution and the pleasures of cruelry.

XI

SOCIAL INEQUALITY IN THE
FOURTEENTH AND FIFTEENTH
CENTURIES

By tuE onser of the fifteenth century, the generally
youthful population of Christendom had achieved its
maximum complex of human mequality, and displayed
an intricacy of social stratification that only caste-
ridden India could excel. If one turns over the pictures
of those admirable compilations, M. A. Racinet’s Le
Costume Historique, or, still better, Adolf Rosenberg’s
Geschichte des Kostiims, one can sce the whole process
of an incoherent barbarism passing visibly into an in-
tenscly sophisticated social structure, with an ever wid-
ening gap between class and class, in the course of three
centuries. The common people stll go half naked, or
they wear skins and have rude puttees wrapped about
their feet.

So the mass remains, but presently intermediate strata
appear. Below the strenuous m-agniﬁce‘nc;:e. of the nobil-
ity and gentry appear craftsmen subserving the expand-

2 ing needs of their superiors. Upper servants appear, and

ants made passable in their appearances and even
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tary finery above brog
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5 4 casteoff stuff. Fven to-day there 1s still a great
wore old cas —off clothes. Right down to the middle
ngarket for cas -r . “Paddy” was wearing inappropriate
mﬂﬁf??i;g:“f;i;‘r rail coat and deboshed top-iat Was
second- ’ ish made of him. Below the leve]
part of ;j}‘w f;l}gl:il; }?Itlfiught of catering for the lower-
gageﬁgé;yor the Jower-class home. I am Now nearly
seventy-seven and I was Beotplic up in a home in e
everything, carpets, beds and all, except for a r!nus.hn
curtain or so, had been bought at §ales. It was an indig-
nant philanthropist at Plymouth without any thought of
ain who resolved to make furniture that would meet
the needs of the poor home, lower-middle-class chiefly,
He blundered into a fortune and launched Shoolbred’s,
Maple’s, Heal’s and all the rest of them on their vast
prosperous careers. In the period of Gilles de Rais, no
“inferior” dared enjoy anything until it had dc‘me its
service at the rich man’s table. To everyone in the
world, this seemed altogether natural. Meanly and dirtily
dressed, ill-nourished, ill-housed and despised; that was
the lot of the vulgar. Witness our “myriad-minded”
Sl{akespe'arc. How some one in that “myriad” could de-
Spise their “greasy caps” and mock their poor efforts to

imitate and propitiate their betters!
crpﬂ:; ‘clndcmu.tual contempt, smothered resentments and
ﬁfﬁm% :- fuiescences. Such was social reality in the
RN in Whg?‘h Gilles de Rais lived, insani-
. .o - orooding over great squalor. Such
;ﬁ:s:hn: éﬁgﬁeﬁgﬁl-’hﬂm of the supreme disruptive

Pl lien ©ne scrutinises the sore of thing the four-

T T
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esteemed finery, there is
' factor of animal assertion
gty and reservations of our ma-

. The cod-piece, often formidably enlarged,
witnesses to the sexual obsessions of these adolescent an-

cestors of ours, and suggests the graffiti of the public uri-

nal which releases the awakening minds of contempo-
rary youth.

APaFt from that aspect of the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries, the costume of the middling sort displays a

resort to pinking, puffing, slashing, legs of different
colours and the like feeble devices.

Somewhen about this time there came a wave of bet-
ter taste—I think out of Central Asia. It came with play-
ing cards. The pinking and puffing and slashing, the silly
long-toed shoes and so forth, presently vanished before
its influence—for a time. The court cards of the normal
pack foreshadow the dress of the seventeenth century.
This wave of better taste did not come with the return-
ing Crusaders, but by some more northern route, about
which I am equally curious and ignorant. With its onset
a certain sobriety imposed itself upon the costume of
the intermediate classes. Their superiors soon returned
to the ruffs and bejewelled embroidery. Their inferiors
remained squalid. As they are to this day.

teenth and fifteenth centuries
a cheapness of invention and 4
that jars upon the di
turer minds.

i

g, A




XII
THE DAWN OF SOCIAL DISCONTENT

Now 1T HAPPENED that two very considerable stresses
in the common way of living in Europe occurred in the
middle fourteenth century. At first they had little to do
with each other or with the religious development of
Christendom. Later they were to revolutionise it alto-
gether. They both came from the East. One was the
Black Death; the other was the manufacture of paper
and the obvious possibility it brought with it of printing
uniform books from movable type. The one made la-
bour dear; the other made books and knowledge cheap.
The first, as we shall see, launched socialism upon the
Worlq; the s_econd hiberated the critical intelligence of
mankind. Hitherto the subjugation of the common peo-
ple. }{ﬁ‘d been an €asy matter. There were plenty of them,
and if they would not work for the Lord of the Manor
= his S“_b"tcna“tg, they could freeze and starve. Then
sy
Stk o i aﬁ dlrty villages of the medizval
e ; reat .-Eemlencg.

ce. It came and it re-
nkind. More than
formed the popu-

. were no

The Dawn of Social Discontent 61

hands to till the soil; there were none left who could
drive the straying cattle out of the fields and corn
For the first time in the history of Christendom there

followed a struggle berween property and the worker.
Property, m accordance with its age-long established
ideology, could find no better way

‘ : of dealing with the
universal distress than to assert that the workers must toil

Very much harder. The propertied classes of the desola-
tion after the Blalck Death tried to tie such workers as
there were to their jobs, by forbidding migration, fixing
wages below starvation level, and so forth, and being
very implacable about it a]l.

The vague indignation of popular common sense
found expression in the preaching of one whom the
courtly Froissart called “a mad priest of Kent,” John
Ball.

“Good people,” cried the preacher, “things will never
go well in England so long as goods be not in common,
and so long as there be villeins and gentlemen. By what
right are they whom we call lords greater folk than we?
On what grounds have they deserved it? Why do they
hold us in serfage? If we all came of the same father and
mother, of Adam and Eve, how can they say or prove
that they are better than we, if it be not that they malr:e
us gain for them by our toil that they spend in their

pride? They are clothed in velvet and warm in their furs

and their ermines, while we are covered with rags.
They have wine and spices and fair bread; and we oat-
cake and straw, and water to drink. They have leisure

‘and fine houses; we have pain and labour, the rain and
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fields. And yet it is of us and of our ;) :

e the Bible and the flownward extension of literacy that
that these men hOI s of ensued, developed‘mto religious recalcitrance, into non-
And so to the plain conformity and dissent, into radicalism and at last into
i 1d socialism, against which tr dition, the old
d Eve span lucid wor , ag adition, the o
«When Adam delved an ’

”» idea of lord over inferior as the natural structure of so-
YWho was then the gentleman? ciety, never completely reinstated itself.

h Jacqueric was simultaneous and all of 5
pic;gl \;nﬁ;e?;e erjrr?ordial socialism of John Ball. At that
time Kent and the south-east of England were far more
closely linked with the north-east of Erance n thoughe
and social life than with the lands behind either region,
There were parallel movements in Flanders, and espe-
cially Ghent and Bruges and Ypres. The Ghent weavers
were the stoutest. “For six years, despite amazing vicis-
situdes, they held their own against the prince, the no-
bles and all ‘good folk who had anything to lose’”
(Henri Pirenne, 4 History of Europe).

_How Wat Tyler was murdered; how later on John
Ball was executed in the sight of Richard II; how that
tragic and inglorious king lied and cheated his way out
of the Peasant Revolt; how the people trusted him and
:wth':_re m_.adssacf:'red. fqr their touching disposition to accept }:
-llevia:'zxf ‘; 4 ge“ﬂﬂman,and how, after a phase of al-
g, cree e Bk dhar the e they were
el the rarer they became, they increased and
!  debased once more;
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THE MENTAL ATMOSPHERE BEFORE
THE REFORMATION

[r musT BE UNDERSTooD that it was from within the
body of the Catholic Church that the destruction of jts
own unity came. It was men in holy orders striving to
be good Christians who began to question the methods
and disciplines of the Church. The Reformation came
out of the heart of the Church. It was the subtle and ob-
stinate Wycliffe who denied Transubstantiation and split
off a living and progressive Protestantism from an ever
more lfeactift:tnary Church, who had the Bible translated
1nto the vulgar tongue, and, together with his pupil, Jan
Huss, begot the chformation. 3 DA

m;ll"{hc;hzimt of .Plrot.estan.tism sprang from men who
.oﬁsness tharliguesrlomng Catholic faith w1t!1 such seri-
s gldcégid not but protest against the evil
enth ccntu); infh ad T IT! 'th_c less critical elev-
98y VII) wasbracing s L iccbrand (Pope Greg:
insisting 1aCIng up the solidarity of the Church by
ment from norm, bacy and the complere detach-
Rl bperr e ving that this involved, there

'Y willingness to believe th
e
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her spiritual functions had been entrusted to the
Church, and very extraordinary freedoms.
of the Church is that she put her spiritual influence to
evil ends and abused her freedoms without Mmeasure.

The Pope was the supreme lawgiver of Christendom,
and his court at Rome the final and decisive court of ap-
peal. The Church levied taxes; it had not only vast prop-
erties and a great income from fees, but it hﬁposed a tax
of a tenth, the tithe, upon its subjects. It did not call for
this as a pious benefaction; it demanded it as 3 right.
Steadily more and more of the nation’s property fell into
the dead hand (Mortmain) of the Church and paid its
tribute to St. Peter. The clergy, on the other hand,
claimed exemption from lay taxation.

This attempt to trade upon their peculiar prestige and
evade their share in fiscal burdens was certainly one con-
siderable factor in the growing dissatisfaction with the
clergy. Apart from any question of justice, it was impol-
itic. It made taxes seem ten times more burthensome to
those who had to pay. It made everyone resent the im-
munities of the Church. :

And a still more extravagant and unwise claim made
by the Church was the claim to the power of dispensa-
tion. It did not interpret right and wrong now; it was

The tragedy

‘above right and wrong and it could make wrong right

and right wrong. The Pope in many instances set aside
the laws of the Church in individual cases; he allowed
cousins to marry, permitted a man to have two wives,

~ released men from vows. The Church’s cro?.irﬁing' tolly
. in the sixteenth century was the sale of indulgences,
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whereby the sufferings of the soul in purgatory could p,
commuted for a money payment.

By the dawn of the sixteenth century, th.e Church,
blindly and rashly, had come to a final parting of the
ways. The force of protest, th:clt is to say of Protestan;.
jsm, was gathering against It and tht? alternatives,
whether it would modernise or whether it would dog-
matise or fight, were before it. It chose to fight and tyr-
annise.

Before the thirteenth century it had been customary
for the Pope to make occasional inquests or enquiries
into heresy in this region or that, but Innocent I1I found
in the Dominicans a powerful instrument of suppression,
The Inquisition was organised as a standing enquiry un-
der their direction, and with fire and torture the Church
st self, through, this instrument, to assail and weaken
the i_\u‘man conscience in which its sole hope of world
dominion resided. Before the thirteenth century the pen-
a_lty of death had been inflicted but rarely upon here-
%?r:;g :ilféb;‘ﬁe\’_ei‘sl Now in a hundred market-places in
e budies i)gfmi;arles of the Church watched the black-

e its a
gfu‘giiﬂ;‘;z?t people, burn and sink piifully, and
5 ; 111158
them into duge and ashes,

ane of the most typical and commanding
ush literature, in his Canterbury Tales

tentlya picture of the state
on the very eve of the 1m-

of pilgrims |
: Eﬁf the

ntagonists, for the most part poor

ion to mankind burn and sinl with
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only way of taking a holiday in comparative security—
and they are all, like Chaucer himself, nominally gbod
Catholics. They are, so to speak, provisionally Catho-
lics, there being no alternative. Except the enthusiast
of Lollardry..Yet their critical contempt for the methods
and exactions of the Church is plain and outspoken, and
the two most contemptible figures in his vivid album
are two clerical officials, the summoner and the par-
doner.

It is our misfortune that his contribution to English
literature is practically unreadable in its original form.
The language was not yet fixed and it underwent pro-
found changes after his death in 1400. It was fixed by
the translation of the Bible and the literary activites of
the later Tudor period, and now the ordinary reader of
English can read him comfortably only in such mod-
ernisations as that of J. U. Nicolson.

Chaucer was nearly sixty in 1400 and yet death took
him by surprise and only a third of the writings he was
collecting under the title of the Canterbury Tales had
been assembled. Yer even so, they witness to his amaz-
ing versatility and have distinctive English ‘qua;lities that
were afterwards to reappear in the humorist in Shake-
speare, in Fielding, in Dickens and a host of lesser story
tellers down to such contemporary Writers as Chnstr:)-
pher Morley, and which are manifest in equal measure 1n

‘no other literarure.

All of them display that keen interest in in_d_iv_idpfll
facts and that distaste for dogmatic and enthusiastic
final judgments which has characrerised English thought

' and literature from its beginning. This sceptical mental-
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iy, which is so manifest in the _English makc—uP,. rangeg
fro;n a sort of obstinate, stupid ﬂnd.C‘Ol]S(‘.l‘Vﬂtl\Fe un.
teachableness to 2 profound and CXP.IICIII perception of
the unreality of appearances, and the 1mp055}b1hty of ul.
dimate solutions. There is every type of intermediate
mentality in the English world, but fh.ey possess a family
likeness. The British oaf and the British genius are bopy
brothers. ‘

This innate disposition to regard all existence as ex-

crimental and to distrust and reject the glib profundi-
des of the religious “mystic” is incomprehensible  to
many Indian minds, Their objection finds typical expres-
sion in Shakespeare through Eastern Eyes by Mr. Ran-
Jee G. Shahani, B.A., D.Litt,, which has somehow got
on to my reading desk. For “Shakespeare” we may sub-
sticute the Englishman.

M. Ranjee G. Shahani is oblivious to the obvious
probability of a mixed origin for Shakespeare’s plays,
and he ﬁnfls a confession of faith in any utterance of any
Chafﬁc_ter n any of them, and, regardiess of the entirely
Ez?sm}im]al nature of language and of all human sym-

» e lets loose at this sample Western with a volu-

tmhligg:ls smoke screen of pretentious gabble. "ljhis sort of

“An Indian would Euithar Shakesneare had mner
probed far encmi'gh mmtl};e human so.ulpaiild the Over-
ng No Oriental thinker is pro-
R in understanding these

between them., The
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fﬂini“g'the_m“ﬁ occule :‘m_d mystical ideas of the Hindus
—comnsists in the recognition of the oneness of the Brah-
man and Atman, of. God and the Soul. This is also the
quintessential principle of the Vedanta system. “Who
fzould I‘J-rcathc, who could exist,’ declares the Kena Upan-
ishad, ‘if t'here were not the bliss of Brahma within the
ether of I}l:? heare?” Sir Edwin Arnold rightly gauges the
Indian spirit when he says that though ‘inconceivable to
the mind, this all-comprehensive Being is still a necessity
of true thought, and veritable beyond every other con-
ception of reality.’

“The Hindu dharma declares that man does not live
by his appetites alone: he must live by his life of spirit
also. Moksha is the goal indicated. Moksha is freedom
from the perpetuity of incarnation. It is in the end the
union of the finite with the Infinite—the merging of the
individual soul with the illimitable ocean. In other
words, this is the nirvana of the Buddha. . . .

“To the Oriental mind, religious mysticism is a sheer
joy. The entire literature of India is steeped in this ele-
ment. But when the Indian turns to Shakespeare he finds
that this mystic quality is utterly absent. . ..

“Devotees of Fast and West declare that no joy tran-
scends that which is derived from mystical experience.
Roumi, Kabir, Meister Eckhart, Swedenborg, St. The-
resa, St. John of the Cross, and many others, all bear
witness to the same effect. Surely, there is nothing finer
or higher for man than to know what, ‘in the last 3_“31}7‘
sis, holds the universe together.’ This is the .qucstmn Fhat
Faust asks himself, and so does every mystic. For Vive-
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kananda, as for R
of Brahma is the u

man. . . . : .
“Mr. Middleton Murry, in harmony with the ancienyy
1

considers the poet as a vaLes sacer, bearing a direct Mes-
sage from God. i e :

« “The poetry of mysticism,’ says Miss Evelyn Under.
hill, ‘might be defined on the one hand as a temperamey.
tal reaction to the vision of Reality; on the other, a5 5
form of prophecy. As it is the special vocation of the
mystical consciousness to mediate berween two orders,
going out in loving adoration towards God and coming
home to tell the secrets of Eternity to other men; so
the artistic self-expression of this consciousness has also
a double character. It is love-poetry, but love-poetry
which is often written with a missionary intention.’
_“The Indian fails to find anything of this kind in
Shakespeare. His poetry is not an outburst of ecstasy and
cxalt;.i_tm_q. We discover this combination in the Persian
Pt e la 50 detect this fusion in Ka-

1€N to one of his poems translated by the

Untieér lfii]_fl:)rts of Rabindranath Tagore and Miss Evelyn

amalcrishna, his master, ‘the knowl]eq i
ltimate end, the highest destiny ot

ncient tale.
ou come, O swan, to what

. sustenance.
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Ewven this morni; : .
o rmng, O swan, awake, arise and follow

11 ;
There is a land where no doubt nor sorrow have
rile:

Where the terror of death is no more.

“There the woods of spring are a-bloom, and the
fragrant scent ‘He is I' is borne on the Wind:
There the bee of the beart is deeply immersed, and
desires no other joy.”

In the presence of this sort of ecstasy the broad stream
of creative literature in England from Chaucer to the
present day unites in making loud rude sceptical noises.

The first story in the Chaucer portfolio is the Knight’s
story of Palamon and Arcite, a lengthy and dignified
story after the Italian, of an exalted nobility and chastity.
Next to that, as this time it is no translation, and as it
were a relief from that, the drunken miller tells his ob-
scene story of how the carpenter was cuckolded and
mocked by Nicholas the clerk and how Absalom the
parish priest was mocked and disgusted.

Whereupon the recve is moved to tell of the out-
rageous cuckolding of a miller, and the (f:aolc begins
brightly with a spendthrift gentler;mn W-ho had a wxfe
that kept, for countenance, 2 shop and W}‘IOICd to gain
her sustenance,” or, to quote the original, hadde a W)ff
that heeld for contenance a shoppe, and swyt_fed fo.r hir
» But this fragment of life ends abruptly. It

g d-
finishe the story of a mercenary

smler follows and tells
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woman and her passion for a monk, of which the Mory
is, “Invite no more monks to your h(?use or 1nn,” anq
t};en comes Madame Eglantine, the prioress, who te'lls A
horrifying invention 'about t%lc. murder of a boy in
“Jewry” through which C}Enstzan boys were unwise]
allowed to pass, and how, being murdered and buried, L
still sang on to reveal his fate. That Madame Eglantine,
we are told in the Prologue,

« . aas so charitable and piteous

That she would weep if she but saw a mouse
Canght in a trap, though it were dead or bled. .
She bad some little dogs, too, that she fed

On roasted flesh, or milk, or fine white bread.
But sore she'd weep if one of them were dead,

Or if men smote it with a rod to smart:

For pity ruled ber, and ber tender beart.”

8B | And this is the piteous way in which she deals with the
! ews: -

With torture and with shameful death, cach one,
¥ Provost did these cursed Hebrens serve

20 of the murder knew, and thar anon;

o Justce to the villaing he'd nor sweyve,

il shall bave
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“O you young Hugh of Lincoln, slain alse
By cursed Jews, as is well known 1, all
Since it was but a little while ago, :
FPray you for us, sinful and weak, who call
That, of His Mercy, God will stil lot )]
Something of grace, and mercy multiply
For reverence of His Mother dear on b; g?,o. Amen.”

Chaucer himself is then called upon, and produces Sir
Thopas, a cheerful burlesque of the old-fashioned ro-
mantic stories, until the host implores him in extremel
foul language to discontinue. Whereupon he turns about
and tells a tale of Melibeus and the wisdom and good-
ness of forgiving. Here the Lollards get a passing word
from the sailor, “impatient at their zeal.”

““I smell a Lollard in the wind, quoth he.
‘Ho, good men!’ said our host, ‘now bearken me;
W ait but a bit, for God’s high passion do,
For we shall bave a sermon ere we're through;

This Lollard here will preach to us somewhat.
‘Nay, by my father’s soul, that be shall not”
Replied the sailor. ‘Here he shall not preach,
Nor comment on the gospels bere, nor teach.
We all believe in the great God, said be,

‘But he would sow among us difficulty, i
Or sprinkle cockles in our good clean corn.

In this promiscuous careless fashion the great portfolio
its varied contents. The Wife of Bath, a compan-
0 Mistress Quickly, and almost as great aﬁg\-
comedy, comes upon the scene. . . -
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So we sample the state _Of .mind of England. on the
the Reformation. The mel_ange of inteng
¢ individual character, with parody ang
ble only because of the entire 4.
ve convictions. And as it

o very eve of
& amusement at - ;
| ross laughter, 15 pOss! »
urgent post
R E fintii Ei;iﬁing? 50 itp is with English thought and art ¢,
' thlls_,_fs;'and, who wrote the Vz'sz'o’f:l of Piers ‘P lowiman,
was 2 contemporary of Chaucer..I;hs MAanuscript was re.
copied with variations and additions and passed from
hand to hand. It witnesses to the same state of corruption
and indifference on the part of those who ruled over the
_ Church as does Chaucer, but its criticism of abuses is far
0 bicterer. While Chaucer is essentially irreligious, Lang-
land is a theologian, and, though he believes himself to be
an entirely orthodox Christian, his doctrine is substan-

is Everyman, the common man at your elbow. In the
fourteenth century, recurrent epidemics, local famines,

‘ and Storms of violence seemed to be in the natural order
of things. Everyone was at lease intermittently ill and

most people were by our modern standards under-vital-

med News soaked about the world haphazard, was dis-

F?Hﬁd or cvaporated. The Black Death, the revolt of
'&TBm and the men of Kent, are ignored b}r‘ both
g ﬁ;;IL ngland, nor had they the slightest knowl-
ol 5 the possibilities of men-

, unaware of ecach

tially a sorc of Calvinistic Humanitarianism. His “Christ”

meggrrE————
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Not only the moral but the int
Eilof:;:,e(\:fa:(f_ﬂ :ijgg)mv:hf-g;owmg light of the times. W
time he ivas I\J"Ijstcr ?):;fdfieﬁ-med doctor at Oxford; for a
Foddady 4 ~Balhol; and he held various liv-
ings in the Church. Quite late in h
of outspoken criticisms of the co
and the unwisdom of the Church.
He organised a Fumber of poor priests, the Wyclif-
fites, to spread his ideas throughout England; and in or-
der that people should judge between the Church and
himself, he had the Bible translated into English.

He was a more learned and far abler man than either
St. Francis or St. Dominic. He had supporters in high
places and a great following among the people; and
though Rome raged against him and ordered his impris-
onment, he died a free man, still administering the sacra-
ments as parish priest of Lutterworth.

The black and ancient spirit that was leading the
Church to its destruction would not let his bones rest in
his grave. By a decree of the Council of Constance, in
1415, his remains were ordered to be dug up and burnt,
an order which was carried out, at the command of
Pope Martin V, by Bishop Fleming in 1428. Thl,s dese-
cration was not the act of some isolated fanatic; it was
the official act of this Church we now indict. :

All through four centuries of dwindling prestige,
Rome, with a sort of senile obstinacy, persisted in its en-

ellectual prestige of

is life he began a series
rruption of the clergy

croachments upon both the princes and peoples of Chris-
~ tendom, and still it was blind to the vulnérability of its

position in the face of the forces it was provoking
i elf. The princes realised more and more clearly -
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the huge PFOPOrFiOn . Weakh'iln ﬂ:ehMOItmajn and the
ever-growing tribute tbey ik “‘lt Out compensatig,
to Rome. They lost their trust in ecclesiastical Statesmep,
with a foot in either camp, and looked about them fq,
more complaisant ministers. The people mocked at ¢h,
all too frequent scandals the convents and mopyg.
reries and at the worldliness of the higher ecclesiastioy
Rome remained blind to the development of an upper
and nether millstone about itself, and still stuck to i
ever narrower and ever more exacting claims. The
smouldering fire blazed up at last in open rebellion, the
Reformation.

The Reformation had a threefold aspect. The Princes
Reformation wanted to stop the flow of money to
Rome, and seize the moral authority, the educational
power and the material possessions of the Church within
their dominions; the Reformation, according to the
people, sought to make Christianity a power against the
unrighteousness of the rich and powerful; and a move-
?;I:Li‘zfﬂ?i:??atmn within the Church, of which St.
i i ézlﬂ V}’@S_;he precursor, sought to restore the
irs p'w%gr i ¢ of the Church, and, thrpu‘gh its virtue,
m;geﬂirtmhzf :?Senﬁ intention of releasing the. judg-
on the qualiey, ]cts. more particularly when it t(}ok.
popular e We should now say, of a revolutionary

ce g o They soughe mercly to oust the papt
nee and establish nariop churches dependent upott

; tland, Sweden, Norway:
hemia broke away
rinces and their min-

~ing record of Jesus
- duced grotesque interpreta
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isters showed the utmost solicitude to keep the move-
ment under control. Just as much Reformation a wotild
sever the link with Rome they permitted. Anything be-
X ond'that, ary dangerom break towards the prir;litive
tcachmgs' of Jesus or the crude direct nterpretation
of the Bible, they resisted. The Established Church of
England is one of the most typical and successful of the
resulting compromises, still sacramental and sacerdotal,
The popular Reformation was very different and its-
spirit and quality varied from country to country. The
wide spiritual upheavals of the time were at once more
honest, more confused, more enduring, and less imme-
diately successful than the reforms of the princes. Very
few religious-spirited men had the daring to break away
or the effrontery to confess that they had broken away
from all authoritative teaching, and that they were now
relying entirely upon their own minds and consciences.
That required a very high intellectual courage. The gen-
eral drift of the common man in this period in Europe
was to set up his new acquisition, the Bible, as a counter-
authority to the Church. This was the case:wnh the
great leader of German Protestantism, Martin Luther
1483-1546).
( 4A 1% - ‘f; é}e_rl‘nany’ and, indee_d, all over Western Fu-
rope, there were now men spelling over the hl_a(ik-ierter
pages of the newly-translated and printed Bible, ov;-r
the Book of Leviticus and the Song of Solomon and the
Revelation of St. John the Divine—strange and gﬂf Plei’;:
m-g._ bOOks-—quite as much as o'ver_ the simple anh; msp :
in the Gospels. Naturally, they pro
ions. It is surprising that they -
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were not stranger and grotesquer. lguf the b\u@k of theg,
new Bible students took wh%t their consciences gy
proved from the Bible, Fquared it to :ilzl?r sense of humgy
right and dignity, and ignored its riddles and contrygj,.
UD"I{lfI;e strangest of these outbreaks of social and religioyg
revolt occurred in Germany. It had a certain parallg|.
ism with the social and religious outbreak in Westery
Europe two centuries before. The religious disturbances
were releasing men’s criticism of social mequality, bur
now, instead of being illiterate believers in the estab-
lished Christian story of the world, as they were told it
in church, they had a storm of open doctrinal discussion
about them and the Bible to puzzle over for themselves,
The impulse, as ever, was to assume the entire corrup-
tion of the Roman Church, and to revert to a concep-
tion of an early Christianity when the faithful had their
goods in common and the only rule for the true belicver
was the inner light in his conscience under the guidance
of God. The Anabaptists (from Anabaptismo, which
eans to re-baptise, because they denied the validity of
mfant'baptmm) seized upon the town of Munster and

s _th iselves to establish there 4 new Kingdom of God
upon earth,
::I.'he.iﬂﬁex_'
ve the

light and an indigestion of Bible and specu-

o oy Pt amaring resls, Bockhol,
ooy b2 known i history as John of Leyden, -
r d the town. Like Hit-

thoritative guide. This was a strategic
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name of Munster to Zion and declared himself the i

cessor of King David. He restored polygamy, which as
a matter of fact never has disappeared from Cl:ll'istﬁndom
so far as thﬁse who have had the MEAns to practise it are
concerned. He himself had four wives, one of whom he
beheaded in the market-place with his own hand. For no
recm::ied reason, For a year, says my authority, Munster
was “a scene of unbridled profligacy,” which means in
effect that people did not draw the blinds. Then the
town was stormed, and outraged social order tortured
John and his leading associates with great ingenuity,
finally executing and exposing their mangled bodies. So
this German essay in social and religious revolution
ended, and the masses were brought to heel. They had
gone farther and fared worse than the populace of any
other country.

All ever Europe, a living and very active residuum of
Protestants remained who declined to have their religion
made over for them by their princes. They were a mfzd—
ley of sects, having nothing in common but their resist-
ance to authoritative religion, whether of thc_ Pope or of
the State. In Germany, after the Anabaptist collapse},
popular nonconformity was for the most part fjfalgpe‘
out by the princes; in Great Britain dissent {crilame so-
ber, powerful and various. Many of the d}f:t'crences lm
the behaviour of the German and the Brl.tlsh PRl
may be traceable to theh{'el?fti"e suppression of free
judoment in Germany at this time. Eayt
: Rﬁt, but not all, };f these Nof’conf?mtstsdanddlz]::
senters held to the Bible as a divinely inspired and @
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abiding position, and the modern d'nft of Nonconfopy,.
ity has been onward away from this original Biblig]ae,

roward a mitigated and sentimentalised recognition of
the bare teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. Beyond the
range of Nonconformity, beyond the range of profegseq

Christianity ac all, there was also now a great and groy,. -

ing mass of equalitarian belief and altruistic impulse

. . = :
which released a smouldering innate sense of justice iy
the human make-up. -

- of Henry, in 1501.
then sixteen years ol

XIV

HOW HENRY VIIl BECAME A
PROTESTANT PRINCE

Tue motives of the princes and the feelings of the
masses fluctuated through the period of the Reformation
very widely. Personal factors came into play. Henry
VIII of England began his reign as a devout Roman
Catholic. He wrote against heresy and was rewarded by
the Pope with the title of Defender of the Faith. “Fid.
Def.” is still on the obverse of many British coins. Eng-
land seemed saved for Rome. Then his attention strayed
from his wife Catherine of Aragon to a livelier young
woman called Anne Boleyn, and, because the Church
would not set aside his marriage and leave him free to
marry this new mistress, he went over (carrying Eng-
land with him) to the Protestant side.

Yet Rome had been very obliging to Henry in the
matter of his marriage. Catherine of Aragon was the
daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain, the Ferdi-
nand and Tsabella of Columbus and the conquest of Gra-
nada, and she was married to Arthur, the elder brother
of He 1 tcor. Both bride and bridegroom were
d. They were childless, and Pn_pce
Arthur died in the following year. But the papal policy,

Hioh was then hostile to France, dictated a close asso-

- 81
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ciation between Spain and 'Englar}l{i, and, with , o

lete disregard of s own teachings, the Hol;\r Be
granted 2 dispensation to allm?' her to marry Henp,
The dispensation was granted. in 1503, but the 5
prince showed no great app«f:nte for the lady, ang i
setual union only occurred six years lflter_

Catherine was plain to look upon, thick-set and irrieye.
ingly pious, obstinate and we}keducated. l)urmg that
interval Henry’s youthful passions had found an oty

- elsewhere, and he had an illegitimate son, Henry, whop,

he afterwards made Duke of Richmond. Catherine, poor
young woman, had a dull cime meanwhile. This tepid
marriage of policy produced six children all of whom
died in infancy or were stillborn, except one daughter,
Mary, and popular opinion attributed this to the divine

resentment against incest, with which idea Henry was |

only too disposed to agree, as his weariness with Cath-
crine increased. He developed conscientious scruples
over that papal dispensation and betrayed a disposition to
legitimise his bastard the Duke of Richmond, to whom
he gave precedence not only over all the peers of the
realm but over Catherine’s daughter Mary.

; I:{ere.was a problem which evoked all the intricatt
metcerity of the Roman system, It had swallowed that
gi}igtzmat-lon_' from its own doctrine. Could it now regur

and ingenious Cardinal Wolsey suggested ?
L King for incest, to release ha
nuch coming and going °

iversity doctors and pap®

c question if the dispe™

How Henry VII Became a Protestans 3
sation and marriage were invalid; thep pl
was free, and the subsequent negotiatio
that point. The more fervently the King wanted hi
Anne B:aley'n, the more convinced he was that he halc?
been living m mortal sin with Catherine, A considerable
amount of pride and obstinacy in Catherine’s make-up
frustrated the Church in its efforts to get her to ret'ﬁe to
a nunnery and cease her resistance to the annulment. The
Church veered round to her side. Pope Clement issued a
brief forbidding the King to make a second marriage
and commanding him to restore Catherine’s connubial
rights. And so Henry broke with Rome and England
came down on the Prorestant side,

ainly the King

ns turned upon
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XV
THE COUNTER REFORMATION

The rerormation had caught the Church of Rome iy
a state of lax internal discipline, exasperating aggression
and intolerance and blindness to the drift of world]y
events. But her prestige was still very great, there were
multitudes of the perplexed but still obedient Faithful,
and the self-secking princes and influential owners of
property felt a deeper menace of popular release and
criticism beneath the Reformation.

The Roman Catholic Church, no longer the Catholic
Church, woke up to the realities of her position, to the
threat of complete destruction at no very distant date
unless she organised herself to resist.

The Reformation, the ‘expropriation of the monastic
propertics «and the reyolt against the ascendancy of
Rﬂﬂ_l@, lasted for less than 4 century, and then it was
overtalk
.gn awalcene.fi Roman Church, It was a belated awaken-
0 h 1tolds the same record, on an nten-
: used motives, levity of purpose, ob-
i ish doctrinal points, the fear

n incalculable futur¢

ar

. by the Counter Reformation of the alarmed

The Counter Reformation
the magic of orthodox formule, il
conf used and had now split Christendom,

'I'hc Counter Rcfurm?tion fell back upon the ideal of
Chnstcndon_a as an obedient family of nations under the
Parcntal guidance of the Pope. Tn France, where the
issue was fought out very typically, the Church directed
the reaction to a revival of the tradition of Joan of Are,
the associate of that abominable torturer of children,
Gilles de Rais, Marshal of France, and adopted as its sym-
bol and bantlgr the double cross of Lorraine—the ban-
ner and symbol to-day of Charles de Gaulle, that strange
protégé of the British Foreign Office. The Holy League
(La Sainte Ligue) organised the Counter Reformation
under that symbol. There was a phase of attempred com-
promise broken by the Roman Catholics, who murdered
a number of Huguenots assembled for divine worship
in a barn at Poissy. A fluctuating civil war ensued.
Treaties of peace were made when no peace was possi-
ble. Coligny, outstanding Huguenot leader, was assas-
sinated and matters culminated in the massacre of St.
Bartholomew’s Eve (August 1572).

The initiative for the crime rests with Catherine de
Medici. Disquieted by the growing influence of Ad-
miral Coligny, who against her wishes wis endeavouring
to draw Charles IX into a war with Spain, she resolved
to have him murdered. The first attempt failed, how-
ever, and Catherine then determined to massacre all the

hitherto had

- Huguenor leaders. She got Coligny in the general bag.

he massacre began on August 24, St. Bf‘fth“]:c.’.me;" )
Ay, at daybreak, and continued in Paris till Sepeemn j"
. From Paris, it spre_ad to the provinces. The Duc de
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Longueville in Picardy, Chabot—Charr.ly (son of Admiry)
Chabot) at Dijon, the Comte de Matignon (1525.g,) i
Normandy and other Provmmfil governors ferSed to
suthorise the massacres. Francois Hotman estimates the
number killed in the whole of France at 50,000, Gyl
erine de Medici received the congratulations of al ¢,
Catholic powers, and Pope Gregory XIIT commandeq
bonfires to be lighted and a medal to be struck.

A sturdy remnant of Huguenots remained and vqg
able to hold out against the murder policy of the pontiff,
He had rejoiced too soon. Sufficient Protestants had sur-
vived for an effective rally. Many of them, like Condé
and Henry IV of Navarre, escaped that night of mur-
der by a precipitate and quite temporary conversion to
Catholicism.

This Henry IV is an outstanding figure in this history,
and one very typical of the times. He was of Protestant
upbrm_ging and throughout his life his soundly Protes-
tant bias was manifest. He was 2 wit and a rake and he
suffered from, ‘and was cvidently preatly entertained
!’Y!“thﬂ temptations natural to an exceptionally “charm-
g person. When he found the Holy League strongly
established in Paris 4 ainst him. h Y Eu ind out
s W ; .gb | 1m,.. e took t c‘ win

alls by becoming a Catholic himself.

“P 9y . 7 C
aris,” he jested, “was well worth a Mass.” But he saw

;Eﬁtmigimf:rtht Hugu €nots got something like active pro-
Bidice of Nom._ wnother St. Bartholomew’s Fyve by the
inister S, e and the protective vigilance of his great
: mmon people roads, canals, 10~

the pot” on Sunday for every

even of the safety of the state whi

Protestants was in progress in 5av

The Counter Reformation 8~

The Edict of Nantes was revoked by King Loujs
XIV. He was the Most Christian King and eldest son of
the Churgh, ruler not 011!},—.0f the bodies of his e
but of ltllelr souls. I-_le felt himself called upon to establish
the unity of the faith and 1o repel with the hand of or-
rh_odoxy all Dissenters, Huguenars, Jansenists anerui«
etists. .The Huguenots had long enjoyed freedom of
worship and had prospered conspicuously in the fields of
industry, agriculture and commerce. The Compagnie
de Saint-Sacrament resented these immunities, and
through its influence between 1661 and 1685 the Hugue-
nots were exposed to increasingly heavy penaldes and
successfully excluded from the States-General, the dip-
lomatic service, and the municipalities, and deprived of
their hospitals, colleges, academies and schools. Fines
proving inadequate, soldiers were quartered upon the
recaleitrant by Louvois and encouraged to behave wit.h
the utmost brutality (the dragonnades) until at last Louis
revoked the Edict of Nantes altogether (1685), as being
out of date and no longer necessary in a re-unified
France, re-unified largely by massacre. There followed
on the part of the Huguenots an emigration ez #sse, to
the grear benefic of the trade and industries of London.

Still later came the revolt of the Camisards and its say-
war in the Cevennes, which

age suppression and a civil t
held the Royal Armies in check from 1703 to 1711, at a

1 was threatened with invasion.
hurch defended itself, reckless
ch sustained it.

Catholic massacres of
oy. For a considerable

time when the kingdon
So it was that the true C

In 1665 one of these Roman
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of the Waldenses had escaped the e

) rerﬂnant . - x
perlgcgra storms that were eliminating French Proges.
mu[riSm T protcctiorl of the Duke of Savoy,
ran 3

but he was so ill advised as to respond to the solicitat.ions
of the Church and join in the .fun of massacre. He killeg
a lot, but those who escaped into the MOUNtaIns sent an
appeal to England. England was then in a phase of ox-
treme Protestantism under the protectorate of Oliver
Cromwell. A national fast was ordered, . £ 40,000 was col-
lected for the immediate relief of the victims, and imme-
diare hostilicies from the sea were threatened. So high
had the Protestant régime raised the prestige of the coun-

that the Duke collapsed at once. The occasion was
made memorable by Milton, whose indignant sonnet is

one of the greatest in the language. It runs as follows:

“Avenge, O Lord, Thy slaughter'd saints, whose bones
Lie scatter’d on the Alpine mountains cold;
Ev'n them who kept Thy truth so pure of old,
When all our fathers worshipp’d stocks and. stones,
Forget not: in Thy book record their groans,
Who were Thy sheep, and in their ancient fold
Slain by the bloody Piedmontese that rolld
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans
The vales redoubled to she hills, and they
To Heav'n. Their martyrd blood and ashes sow
Tfo_w all the ltalian fields, where still doth sway
€ triple 2 that from these may grow
naving le. m*ﬁ Thy way
7 woe. |

sialists upon whatever side in ]
had manifest weaknesses, e had so
his personal appearance that he

modern ideas by such wisdom ag this:

“« . as good z.llmost kill a man as Iill 4 good book:
who kills a man kills a reasonable creature, God’s image;
but he who destroys a good book kills reason itself, kills
the image of God, as it were, in the cye. Many a man
lives a burden to the earth; bur 4 good book is the pre-
cious life-blood of a master-spirit, embalmed and treas-
ured up on purpose to 2 life beyond life. "Tis true no age
can restore a life, whereof perhaps there is no great loss;
and revolutions of ages do not oft recover the loss of a
rejected truth, for the want of which whole natons
fare the worse. We should be wary, therefore, what per-
secution we raise against the living labours of public
men, how spill that seasoned life of man, preserved and
stored up in books; since we see a kind of homicide may
thus be committed; sometimes a kind of martyrdom; and
if it extended to the whole impression, a kind Of_ Toas-
sacre, whereof the execution ends not in the slaying of
an clemental life, but strikes at that ethereal .’md soft es-
sence, the breath of reason itself; slays an immortality

| rather than a life. . . . ;

“Wholesome meats to a vitiated stomach differ lictle or

e othing from unwholesome; and best books to a naughty

occasions of evil. Bad

are not unapplicable ouris'hmém in the hodlthic

‘will scarce breed good no
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herein the difference is of bad bOoks,
that they to a discreet and ju‘dicious reader serve in many
to discover, to confute, to fnrew.am, and to ||
e Good and evil, we know, in the field of
Eir‘?s,ﬂé’-g;ow up Fogetl}er almost insqpnrzlbly; and Fhe
knowledge of good is so mv.olved and Interwoven with
the knowledge of evil, and in so many cunning resem.
blances hardly to be discerned, that those confused seeds
which were imposed upon Psyche as an incessant labour
to cull out and sort asunder, were not more inter-

est concoction; but

mixed. . . . .
“Lords and Commons of England! consider what

nation it is whereof ye are, and whereof ye are the gov-
ernors; a nation not slow and dull, but of a quick, ingen-
ious and piercing spirit; acute to invent, subtile and sin-
ewy to discourse, not beneath the reach of any point
that human capacity can soar to. . . .

“Though all the winds of doctrine were let loose to
play upon the earth, so Truth be in the field, we do in-
juriously, by licens‘ing and prohibiting, to misdoubt her
strength, Let her and falschood grapple; who ever
knew Truth put to the worse in a free and open en-
counter? . , "

.- That was written nearly three centuries ago. Yet still
the Gbec"‘hent Roman Catholic wears his blinkers and
the Na.m celebrated their accession to power ten ycars

280 by a great burning of books,

About eighty years before Milton was born, a new
e dey nt of the Jesuit organ
of Je 1ad occurred in Spain an¢
m ; ation of the
Church.
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XVI
THE JESUITS

THE FOUNDER OF THE JEsurrs was a tough and gallane
young Spaniard named Inigo Lopez de Recalde of Loy-
ola. Loyola was his place of origin and there, undil his
vow of poverty, he had an estate. He was clever and
dexterous and inspired by a passion for pluck, hardihood
and rather showy glory. His love affairs were frequent,
free and picturesque. In rg21 the French took the town
of Pampeluna, in Spain, from the Emperor Charles V,
and Ignatius was one of the defenders. His legs were
smashed by a cannon ball, and he was taken prisoner.
One leg was badly set and had to be broken again, and
these painful and complex operations nearly cost him his
life. He received the last sacraments. In the night, there-
after, he began to mend, and presently he was convales-
cent but facing the prospect of a life in which he would
perhaps always be a cripple. L&
His thoughts turned to the adventure of religion.
Sometimes he would think of a certain great Iad}_n and
how, in spite of his broken state, he might yet win her
admiration by some amazing deed; and sometimes he
- would think of being in some especial and persm}al Y
the Knight of Christ. In the midst of these con usigss,
one night as he lay awake, he tells us, a new great lady
Q1
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claimed his attention; he had a Vjs.i e of the Blessed Vir.
in Mary carrying the Infar_;t Christ in her arms. “Imme.
diately a loaching seized hml for the former deeds of
his life.” He resolved to give up all further thoughts of
earthly women, and to lead a life of absolflte chastity
and devotion to the Mother of God. He projected gregt
pilgrimages and a monastin.: life. .
His method of taking his vows marks him the coup-
tryman of Don Quixote. He had regained his strength,
and he was riding out into the world rather aimlessly,
a penniless soldier of forrune wich little but his arms and
the mule on which he rode, when he fell in with a Moor.
They went on together and talked, and presently dis-
puted abour religion. The Moor was the better-edu-
cated man; he had the best of the argument, he said of-
fensive things about the Virgin Mary that were difficult
to answer, and parted triumphantly. The young Knight
of Our Lady was boiling with shame and indignation.
He hesitated whether he should go after the Moor and
k'ﬂ_ him or pursuc the pilgrimage he had in mind. At 2
iﬁ:knﬂ ;iw road he left things o his mule, which spared
: MHE eame to the B&f{eﬁ.ictinc' Abbey of Montserrat near
m‘gfe&a, and 'her_" he imitated that peerless hero of medi-
o romance, Amadis de Gaul, and kept an all-night
S he gave his worldly clothes
ment and

The Jesuits

For a v.vholle week he fasted absolutely. Thence he went
on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

For some years he wandered, consume with the idea
of foundl.ng a new order of religious knighthood, but
not knowing how to set about the enterprise. He enlisted
other-' epthusm\sts, but like himself they were zealous
and m_d1gnant young men. At first they even lacked a
priest in the company who could officiate for them. Loy-
ola became more and more aware of his own illireracy,
and the Inquisition, which was beginning to take an in-
terest in his proceedings, forbade him to attempt to teach
others until he had spent at least four years in study. It
seems to have been very doubtful about him.

His idea was essentially an idea of a fighting com-
pany; the Church, he realised, was now carrying on a
defensive war and needed a fighting force which would
fight with the unquestioning obedience of disciplined
soldiers and with all the methods of strategy, surprise
and camouflage that belligerence involves. Everywhere
there was doubt and challenge. A Moor could talk
openly in Spain. Luther had burnt a papal bull of_ex—
commupication a yiaar or so before. It never entered into
Loyola’s head that there might be an adequate reason

: iation. If such a thought had

for these denials and repudiation L a th
come to him he would have rejected it with horror.
The world was in rebellion against the Faith, and that E;

bellion had to be stamped out by every means i

'WEr, . G
ust as for soldiers of the old type t.hg A_—““}Yh’:‘:‘z“g&
ing, so in the new fighting force the Soctety e fC

ything; blind unecritical obedience )
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o7 first law, it was a complcte' surrender of .
titp Society judgment, an entire abandonmen;

o hought and j : =i
d?}fdua(lic:m It;l 2 letcer to his followers at Coimbra he
of freedom. In :

declared that the general of thc‘order Stm]lds‘hcl] _the place
ithout reference to his personal wisdom, piery

it Cow s obedience which falls short of

or discretion; that any ik :

: ior’s will one’s own, in inward affection
maling the superior's v : ot i
as well as in outward effect, is lax an ]m;pcrle.ct,‘t \at
going beyond the Icttcr' of cox@nan'd, Sierll Ig.t ungs ab-
stractly good and praISf-:wort.hy:: is disobedience, and
that the “sacrifice of the intellect is the third and great-
est grade of obedience, well pleasing to C%od, w:hen the
inferior not only wills what the superior wills, but
thinks what he thinks, submitting to his judgment, so far
as it is possible for the will to influence and lead. .

The formula of the final Jesuit vow, after a series of
'preparatory stages extending over years, runs as follows:
“I promise to Almighty God, before His Virgin Mother
and the whole heavenly host, and to all standing by; and
to thee, Reverend Father General of the Society of
Jesus, holding the place of God, and to thy successors,
Perpetual Poverty, Chastity and Obedience; and accord-
g to it a peculiar care in the education of boys accord-
ing to the form contained in the Apostolic Letters of
the SDCiﬁty of JGSUS' andill its Constitution.”

Ignatius himself laid down the rule that an inferior

was bound to make all Decessary representations to his

iﬁ;ﬁgc:ﬁ 3 to guide him in imposing a precept of

ferior and

other sides i

@f’hﬁ question w

is because he is aware of

When a superior knows the views of his in-

h appear of greater im-
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portance than those that the inferior g brought for

ward.

The JESU"-'S_ were to find thejr principal work in
the world and in direct and immediare contact with map-
kind. To s.cek spiritual perfection in a retired life of
contemplation and prayer did not seem to Ignatius to be
the best way of reforming the evils which had broushe
about the revolt from Rome. He withdrew his folio“f;:rs
from this sort of retirement, €XCept as 2 mere temporary
preparation for later activity; he made habirual inter-
course with the world a prime duty; and to this end he
rigidly suppressed all such external peculiarities of dress
or rule as tended to put obstacles in the way of his fol-
lowers acting freely as emissaries, agents or missionaries
in the most various places and circumstances, The Jesuit
had no home; the whole world was his parish. Mobility
and cosmopolitanism were of the very essence of the So-
ciety.

Their work had to be propaganda; teaching and the
insinuation by every possible means of the authority a?d
policy of the Church. Their teaching work was 1r}dls-
putably good for the time. As tl?e Encyclopaedia Br;rm:
nica puts it: “At a time when primary or even secondary
education had in most places become a mere cffete zmlxg
pedantic adherence to obsolete methods, they were bo‘
enough to innovate, both in system and material. They
not merely taught and catechise?l i'n a new, freshI zmtli:

attractive manner, besides establishing free schools 0

; als :ded new school books for their

B by, bue prov dvance on those they
- pupils which were an enormous advan turies the Jesu-
found in use; so that for nearly three centu
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ccounted the best schoolmasters in Enrope, ag
were in France until their forcible sup-
Francis Bacon succinctly gives his opin-
: . teaching in these words: ‘As for the
m;:;;id-fa]];zg t;e shor%cst rule would be, Consult the
spchoglsg;f the Jesuits; for nothing better has been put in

ractice.’ De Augmentis, Vi. 4. .

“Again, when most of the conmr{ental clergy had
sunk, more or less, into the moral and intellectual slough
which is pictured for us in the writings of Erasmus and
the Epistolae obscurorum virorumt, the Jesuits won back
respect for the clerical calling by their personal culture
and the unimpeachable purity of their lives. These quali-
ties they have carefully maintained; and probably no
large body of men in the world has kept up, on the
whole, an equally high average of intelligence and con-
duct. . . . It is in the mission field, however, that their
achievements have been most remarkable. Whether toil-
ing among the teeming millions in Hindustan and China,
labom:ing among the Hurons and Iroquois of North
America, governing and civilising the natives of Brazil
and Paraguay in the missions and ‘reductions,” or minis-
tering, at the hourly risk of his life, to his fellow-Cath-
olics in England under Elizabeth and the Stuarts, the Jes-
m;ﬂ ;;s alike devored, indefatigable, cheerful and
orthy of hearty admirat; & o

its were a
they confessedly

pression in 19ol.
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states, concocting conspiracies and
had ailarge share in fanning the flames of political hatred
against the Huguenots under the last two Valo ¥
they plotted obstinarely against England in thegfei mgsfi
Elizabe_tf_l; theirl shgre in the Thirty Years’ War agg ?n
Fhe rehglo_us miseries of‘ Bohemia is i11disputab1e. Their
influence in the revocation of the Edict of Nantes and
the exp}ﬂsmn of the Protestants from France is manifest.
Tht‘: ruin of the Stuart cause under James I, and the es-
tablishment of the Protestant succession was due largely
to their clumsy meddling. In a number of cases where
the evidente against them is defective, it is at least an un-
fortunate coincidence that there is always direct proof
of some Jesuit having been in communication with the
actual agents engaged.

Gradually the reputation of the Jesuit as 2 dangerous
zealot with an inordinate appetite for power increased.
In France the Jesuits joined if they did not originate the
league against Henry of Navarre; absolution was re-
fused by them to those who would not join in the Guise
rebellion. The assassination of Henry III in the interests
of the league and the wounding of Henry IV in 1504

kindling wars, They

by Chastel, a pupil of theirs, revealed the quality of their

disposition. In England the political schemings of Far-

~ sons were no small factors in the odium which fell on
the Society ar large; and his de

termination to capture the
lish Catholics as an appanage of the Society was an
. son to the rest of Europe of a restless ambxlno.n
lust of domination which were to find many 1mi-
A g?eneral congragatian of the So.c.lct_y’_ In 1594
decree forbidding its members to participate in

AL AR S ) i
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: was evidently no disposit;

public affairs; adelcltsreij Zl;e;r;?lowe S keg}, on va)ith l?lr;
to enforce. Pﬁrsojcsuits ity s
work, and‘ . ;rtate In 1605 took place in Enéland the
gcted ﬁ;slflo:, in 'Which Henry Garnet, the superior
oflii;lgoSociety in England, was implicated. That the Jes.
uits were the direct instigators of the p'lot there is no
evidence, but they were in close touch with the conspir-
ators, of whose designs Garnet had a general knowl-
cdge. There is now no reasonable doubt that he and
other Jesuits were legally accessories, and that-the con-
demnation of Garnet as a traitor was substantially just,

Their hostility to the Huguenots forced on the Revo-
cation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, and their war
against their Jansenist opponents did not cease till the
very walls of Port Royal were demolished in 1710, even
to the very abbey church itself, and the bodies of the
dead taken with every mark of insult from their graves
and literally flung to the dogs to devour. Their Japanese
mission vanished in blood in 1651; and though many Jes-
uits died with their converts bravely as martyrs for the
Faith, it is impossible to acquit them of extreme politi-
cal provocation, .

We need not expand this indictment further. Almost
cvery country in Europe except England had at one time
or another been provoked to expel the Jesuits, and, as
W sl:aall show Pfﬂsentily,. their obdurate persistence in
WJI-dDmg continues to T-hi&‘ da;y. They are to-day the
most getive front of the Roman Carholic residuum.

5

 religious belief left in him; he h
‘Whatever Being may sustain t

[

XVII

THE CONTINUAL SHRINKAGE OF 15
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

For 11 15 Now only a residuum. Th
ing Roman Cathol.ics 18 enormously exaggerated. Stead-
ily throughout this black record of its aggressive in-
tolerance, the Roman Catholic Church has exuded
and persecuted vitality and contracted into the actively
malignant and still dwindling body it is to-day. Joseph
McCabe has made a vigorous examination of its numerical
claims. E

McCabe is one of the most able and interesting and
learned of all anti-Catholic writers, and, like all the most
thoroughgoing reformers in the past, he sprang from the
bosom of the Church. He began life with a soundly Ro-
man Catholic upbringing; he was born in 1867, he was a
Franciscan monk at sixteen, a priest at twenty-three,
Professor of Scholastic Philosophy for four years, _and
then Rector of Buckingham College. His clerical ttle,
which he has ceased to use, is the Very Reve.rend Father
Anthony. He broke away from the Church in 1896 and
e years later. One might describe him as

: _ :
the ultimate Protestant, that is to say he has no 'ScmPhO
. - as long since realised that

his universe it can have

€ number of practis-
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with the vain and vindictive.Bogy
which priestcraft has elaborated to scare and subyj ugate
mankind. He writes with an e?udmon and an amount f
kmowledge that put him by himself as the most capable
critic the papal system has ever had. I shall venture tq
cite his extremely discespectful account of 2 Roman
Conclave later in thié chapter. But first 1 will :1"3.]1.1'[1}7-
self of a little tract of his on t-he Black Internationa]
(Second Series, No. 13), to sustain my statement of the
shrinkage of the Roman remnant of_ Christendom.

The number of Roman Catholics in the world claimed
by Catholic authorities, he points out, varies astonish-
ingly. A Catholic expert in the new -Eﬂcycfapgedig
Americana gives 294,583,000, the (British) Catholic
Directory gives 398,277,000. “Every priest,” says Mc-
Cabe, “makes an annual report to his bishop—I have
assisted in this job—and these reports provide national
totals which are forwarded to Rome. Two things,
amongst others, are reported: how many Catholics in
the loose sense—i.e. baptised persons—there are in the
parish and, particularly, how many of them are resl
Catholics a5 testified by attendance at Church on Sun-
days and the number of confessions at Faster. But nei-
ther local prelates nor the Vatican ever publish chese
results, :Fhe nearest approach to an official international
annual is Orbis Cﬂtbﬁliﬂﬂf, and it gives no world-total;
:;:l;gohwlf yan add_l_lp the statements for each country

ol runs to about 350,000,000,

. The sum-total is usually compiled by an entircly

nothing in common
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condemn this. Countries whie

historical conditions, neverh;(j:e f;odm Eﬁographica] OF,
are still called Catholic countrie Ii)lnd ﬂ: & _Reformatiun
tion is usually included in the.,Catholj: \t;holle PR
from 1 to 5 per cent. is allowed for ProtCSttﬂ, or on!y
and—though they generally form che B :‘mi’) Jews,
sceptics. These countries -(Fran = %tsStC ?d}f__
Italy, Spain and its former colonies, P Rt mdi;tomcs,

d . ; gal 5 col-
onies, Spanish America, and generally Austria) with
total population of more than 200,000,000 make the bul]i
of the Catholic figure. For other countrie the figures
are equally fantastic. The Catholic writer in the Eg:xzucy
clopaedia Americana gives 11,000,000 to Russia, where
no Catholic claims more than 3,000,000 and there I
now certainly not 3o00,000; 39,000,000 to Austria and
Hungary, which have had for 2 quarter of a century a
total (mixed) population of only 15,000,000; 24,000,000
to Germany, where the Church is in ruins; 35,000,000 t0
France, which is at least five times too much.

“In examining these figures we must clearly under-
stand the conditions. What is a Catholic or a member of
the Roman Church? The Canon Law is simple and per-
emptory: everybody who once received Catholic bap-
tism” (McCabe, inter alios!). “‘American Catholic writ-
ers are uneasy about this arrogant theory of their
Church that you camnot secede from it, and they are
shifty and evasive in defining what they mean when they

claim that there are more than 20,000,000 Catholics in

the United States. In a fantastic—Catholics call_ %r a
entific—work, Has the Inmigrant Kept the If‘mrh?
(1925), Fr. G. Shaugnessy says that by Catholic he




Crux Ansata
102

ho has received Catholic baptism, Marrieg
imne:l?es gﬁirz;lhand has his children baptised, and at death
receives the last sacraments. He at i adrr_utts that the
third condition is ‘rather theoretical’'—he is PerfECtly
aware that it is not taken into account—a_nd he ought to
know, and probably does know, ‘that Irish, Ttalian ang
other Catholics commonly marry in the Church and 4]-
low the mothers or relatives to have the children bap-
tised though they have definitely abﬂ_ndoned it. From
questions given in Moore’s Will A'meﬂ.caz bec‘rome Cath-
olic? (1931) it appears that in Catholic periodicals Fr,
Shaugnessy, a professor at a Catholic college, is accus-
tomed to give the usual definition of a Catholic; one
who was baptised in infancy. This is the strict law of the
Church, and it is the guiding principle of the priests who
compile the parochial statistics from which the national
and world-totals are compiled.”

I will not go on with McCabe’s contemptuous analy-
sis. He emerges with a possible maximum of 180 million
Catholics, including a large proportion of children (50
millions) and illiterates, probably 100 millions, in the
whole world population of 2,000 millions. The Pope, he
says, certainly has not more than 5o million subjects
upon this planet who can write their own names. And
all over the world where statistics are still available, the
number‘of Catholic criminals and prostitutes is out of all
S 'y Reverend Father Antony writes with 2
fu_thiefg;mfﬁm@“ in his knowledge that I cannot emu-
oo s wellknown History of the Popes (Watts &
T a classic whmhevmy student of mli_gious

be buried, and as late as 1492 the

Shrinkage of the Roman Catholic Chucpy
history must study, but when it ¢
certain restraint falls from him, a
make this book as unaggressive 5
only one other of his more cont
tional Tracfs (Second Series, No, I1):

“Three times,” says he, “since 1900, the voters have
put at tl:ne head of their Church (a world-wide business
with an income of hundreds of millions of dollars a year
at its central office alone) a man who would have fgilc g
to run a }3-3 ,000 Store. I have just read fifteen Catholic
books—British, French, Iralian and German—on
and I ought to know them, . .

“Let us consider the Papal election (Conclave) in it-
self. . . . The theory you probably know. Sixty or
seventy cardinals elect the Pope. They are locked and
carpentered in a special part of the Vatican palace,
where each now has a suite of rooms—in the old days
when they were all locked in a chapel day and night for
weeks the odour was not one of sanctity—until one of
the rival candidates gets two-thirds of the votes. There
is much praying to the Holy Ghost for guidance, but
they still have to be locked in and watched lest they also
consult profane persons outside. . . .

“In practice the Conclave is much more human t}}an
the theory. Ever since the Church of Rome became rich
in the fourth century there has been a spirited struggle
for the control of the treasury. As early as 366 more

than 160 of the supporters of the rival candidatcs. had to
‘butcher’s bill’ was

ore refined;
still has no-

103

omes to controversy g
nd so, since | wish to
S possible, I will quote
roversial Black Interng-

them

nore than 200. This strugg]e is now gﬂ
hough when the Pope says his first Mass he
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bles at hand ro take the first sip of the wine and see thay

i 1 poisoned.
it has not been poiso
“A feverish intrigue warms Rome before a Poperg

death. Broadly there are two sch_qols of cardj’nals: the
‘zealots—think of the hairy hll%-men of . IT\CHHJCI(}!
who roar out the hymn ‘Old-Fashioned Religion’—;ng
the ‘politicals’ or practical men. There are generally four
or five cardinals who fancy their chances and carry the
bets of the Romans, and they canvass the voters of the
rival schools and let it be known that they are grarefuyl
to supporters. Each party selects one champion, and they
enter the Conclave with the Holy Ghost on their lips
and the name of a candidate in their pockets. . . . -
“They pray and talk for an hour or two and then take
a vote (written). The two favourites are bound to
have, perhaps, a third of the votes each, and rhe nibbling
at each other’s parties and the neutrals begins, There is
still generally a deadlock, and they turn to the string of
‘also ran.” A few colourless outsiders are tried untl one
gets the two-thirds vote. He is generally advanced in age
or an invalid, so that the struggle may be resumed in a
few years. The lucky man who at last gets the required
majority murmurs ‘T am not worthy’ and—because a
Pope was once taken seriously when he said this—makes
f?'r the pontifical robes, which are waiting (in three
s2cs). Then they take him out on the balcony to show
k.the P ‘?bh‘?- The' higmfica_l record of these Conclaves
by.l?mmm della Gattina beats the history of Tam-
8 lalian Catholic priest, G. Bertheler (Starit ¢

Shrinkage of the Romun Cathol
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“‘If Pius IX had foreseen the elec
would have excommunicated him, but i 5 '
foreseen that at his death the cardinals “isfd}:*?t{e 1‘;1(_11
Giuseppe Sarto, he would have excommunicated the l(;l;
of them.’

“Sarto, Lf\i"chbis.hot) of Venice, was a good old man of
peasant or:gm.THm sister kept the village pub. He loved
to talk broad V enetian with a countryman and shock the
more starchy cardinals. Bur what else could the poor
voters do? For years Cardinal Rampolla, the ablest of
them, a lean black-visaged lynx-eyed schemer like the
present Pope, had worked for the position. The candi-
date of the zealots was Gatti . . . As that very sober
and weighty French newspaper Le Temps said in its ac-
count of this Conclave: “The Holy Ghost was clearly
making for the French candidate (Rampolla) but the
Triplice (Triple Alliance) headed him off. . . .»”

Such is the “Catholic atmosphere” in Rome to-day,
and such is the present phase of the disintegration of the
Christendom of our ancestors. Even in comparison with
Fascism and the Nazi adventure, Roman Catholicism is
a broken and utterly desperate thing, capable only c:f
malignant mischicf in our awakening world. The Pope is
now the head of only about fifty millions of semi-licer-
ates scattered about the planet, traili!ig_ﬂffef”’fhem &
blind entirely ignorant multirude of “F::,uthful ; a fol-
lowing of ignorant men, women and children that does

ton of Leg X111 he

‘not exceed at the outside 120 millions all told.

~ With that the Pope sets himself to hold back and frus-

 trate the secular modernisation of the world.
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XVIII
THE STRUGGLE FOR BRITAIN

Tur scaeme oF THIS ANALYSIS of Roman Catholicism
would be incomplete without a few notes to remind
the reader of the curious conflict that has been waged
from the Reformation onward by the Roman Catholic
Church in order to recover its ascendancy over Britain.

None of the British mixture of peoples can be de-
scribed as passionately religious. None of them indeed
seem to be passionate in any respect. They have as little
liking and sympathy for the crime passionel as they have
for the wild-eyed devotee in a manifest hair shirt. One
can write a sort of cento of their pet phrases. Their
weakness and their greatest danger at the present time
is their disposition to be “reasonable,” to let bygones be
bygones, not to cry over spilt milk, to live and let live,
and believe that all other people in the world have a sim-
ilarly reasonable equable temperament. They will fight
for points, “play the game,” and they have to be
smacked good and hard and spat upon and generally in-
sulted before they can be induced to fight all out. They
:;m r_at_her pEeased to lose every battle but the last, “‘mud-
ni:nt:]g:ugh and then make 3 “good humoured” settle-
ment that loses the peace, They are bad allies for wealer
tful settlements they will

and every generation has its ac
P e s
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male. Leave them alone, don’t royse them, and v
may steal the keys of the safe, Many Eﬂglishm’en % }k u
is bad form to count their change, and they dete'stlr;:;
registers. But when th.ey realise they have been cheaéad
and have got something they dide'e bargain for, hey
may explode dangerously.

Maybe it is the Gulf Stream or something geograph.-
ical that makes them like this, maybe it is the fagt that
living, so to speak, at the end of Europe, so that for cen-
turies, until America came into the world, every sort of
man came to England and nobody went awa}r,'the}' e
of so mfxed a strain that they" believe nothing decidedly.
Compromise and lack of emphasis is in their nature.

If I wanted to brag about the English people; if T were
briefed for that purpose and had no way of evading so
uncongenial a task, I should certainly associate this dis-
position to indifference in religious and social dogmas
with the very exceptional share they have had in the in-
spiration and early organisation of scientific research.

They are disposed to put a note of interrogation to
every positive assertion, because they have a profound
sense of the present imperfections of language a.nd every
sort of symbol and statement. They feel that things may
be 50 to a certain extent and yet not guite so. They real-
1se that our minds are at their best extremely unperf.ect
implements. Continually we seem to be aPPm“ich:;E
truth, but every actuality we conquer opens up Ir

ol
questions. This approach to truth goes on nnepdj?g);]
.. . hievements and its fres

imulus to further growth. That is not simply the dispo-

. n of the scientifically trained Englishman; It ‘gatzes
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onds to something like an insFinct in ti.le COmMmon goy
of people. They detest all precise and binding and cqp,
clusive statement; they | ‘fef sometl.ung wrong about i
and they despise dogmatic enthusiasm. The}’_ nvented
the word “humbug” and they are far le:ss patriotic thay
the naturalised alien. When they are vigorous they ape
insubordinate and derisive, and when they are devitalised
they are apathetic and unconvinced.

iquable. So the British are now and so they have 4l
ways been. I have noted how England became Protes-
tant. Would she have remained Catholic but for Anne
Boleyn? That is not so certain. Protestantism leaves
them at their ease in many ways, but, as we have seen
throughout this study, the Papacy has never been able to
refrain from provocation. It has never let Anglo-Saxons
sleep. By its very nature it has to encroach until some
sort of explosion oceurs,

We have given a brief account of heresies in Chapter
IV. The British have never started an aggressive heresy.
But they have resented being pushed about. They have
jeered at and criticised the pretensions of the Church,
t?‘EY have questioned this and questioned that, destruc-
tively, but they have never begun the struggle. The
Church made a dogma of Transubstantiation. Wycliffe

/gut'ﬂ query against it that split the Church in twain, but
he

remained in the Church to his death. The majority of

ﬂmﬁﬂaury " ﬂm’ & W‘Eha‘?‘e noted in Chapter
€asy-going mockers, You cann .

ot tell whether
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lish Reforrpatiun ended in that remarkable com
the Estabhs_hed Church and the Thirty-nine Articles
which was just Catholic'enough to give the Papacy d
the Jesuits hope for quiet .reinstatement. Then, jizst as
the handcuffs were on again and the gag nearly fived
came the inevitable awakening and explosion, ;

The history of England since the Reformation could
be written as a recurrent and generally combined artack
of the Roman Catholic Church and the totalitarian state
(of which perhaps Hobbes’ Leviathan is the completest
expression and the Divine Right of Kings the political
claim) upon the common-sense agnosticism and individ-
ualism of the English people. Always it is the same story
of 2 renf;wed assault,_ apparent success and then explo-
S1011.

In the phase of Puritanism that followed the passing
of the Elizabethans we find the English in an unsuspi-
cious phase, leading the lives they were disposed ro live,
and feeling no threat to their way of life. In J. R. Grecn's
Short History of the English People, we find a portrait
sketch of Colonel Hutchinson, one of the Regicides,
which I will quote with a few abridgments.

“With the close of the Elizabethan age, indeed, the

 intellecrual freedom which had marked it faded insen-

ﬁi{’il' a”ﬁv . the hold hﬂgsophical speculatiﬂns which
Sidney had caught from Bruno, and W s
‘Marlowe and Raleigh the charge gf hithéﬁzzn But
her own religious _mdlffﬁfﬁnce’_wlf ' Elﬁabethan wals

nd more el rant sides of the E [pody

and mao Eg s the temper ﬂf t’hﬁ
Jonised well enough with the temp

Promise,
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“The figure of Colone.[ Hl'ltCPin‘SOlh Oﬂffr_fl{f filc Regi.
cides, stands out from his V_Vlfe S La;[]VElS W g Prace
and tenderness of a portrait b}’.\'fdeCk' SI'{Q dwells
on the personal beauty ‘_Vhl("h d;stmgu:ml.led h:S: youth,
on ‘his teeth even and white as _the pUI‘CSt wory, his h‘&]r
of brown, very thickset in his )TOI.Jt]'l, softer than the
finest silk, curling with great loose rings at the ends.” Se.
rious as was his temper in graver matters, the young
squire of Owthorpe was fond of hawking, and piqued
himself on his skill in dancing and fence. His artistic
caste showed itself in a critical love of ‘paintings, sculp-
rure and all liberal arts, as well as in the pleasure he
took ‘in his gardens, in planting groves and walks and
forest trees.’

“His life was orderly and methodical, sparing of diet
and of self-indulgence; he rose early, ‘he never was at
any time idle, and hated to see anyone else so.” The new
sobriety and self-restraint marked itself even in his
change of dress. The gorgeous colours and jewels of the
Renascence disappeared. Colonel Hutchinson ‘left off
very early the wearing of anything that was costly, yet
in his plainest negligent habit appeared very much a gen-
tleman.’ :

“The loss of colour and variety in life was com-
pensated by solid gains. Greatest among these was
the new conception of social equality. Their common

Seflse Qf S‘Dcml histinctions which Chafi‘\_ac’t&l’i&@d'-the age
: roudest noble recognised a spirit‘l'l'al

was felt even more i
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ciousness of their ‘calling’ j
ihe rank of the gentry. | g - nvested the classes beneatly

“It is in a Puritan of the middle ¢]
fullest and noblest expression of
which was leavening the temper of
ton is not only the highest, bur the completest ¢

itanism. He was bo hen i ‘ypeelf
Puritanism as born when it began to exercise 3 d;.
rect power over English politics and English religion; he
died when its effort to mould them into its own sh’a e
was over, and it had sunk again into one of the many iII)l.
fluences to which we owe our English character, [T
earlier verse, the pamphlets of his riper years, the epics
of his age, mark with a singular precision three great
stages in his history. Iis youth shows that much of the
gaicty, the poetic case, the intellectual culture of the
Renascence lingered in a Puritan home. Serivener and
‘precisian’ as his father was, he was a skilled musician;
and the boy inherited his father’s skill on lute and
organ. . . . :

“In spite of the war between playwright and preci-
sian, a Puritan youth in Milton’s days could still avow
his love of the stage, ‘if Jonson’s learned sock be on, or
sweetest Shakespeare, Fancy’s child, warble his native

ass that we fing the
the new influence
the time. John M.

woodnotes wild.” He could gather from ti‘!e ‘masque:s
~ and antique pageantry’ of the court-revel hints for his
G‘Wn Cﬁﬁhm and Arcades. Nor does any shadow of the

ming struggle against the Church distu‘Ib the young
ar’s reverie, as he wanders beneath the high em-
ved roof, with antique pillars massy proof, Rﬂ? 5[:?:
s richly digh, casting a dim re.hgnon;s 1gcca

‘the pealing organ blow to the full-vot

o0 ?ﬂf:&_-:é:'.‘;'. i R
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choir below, in service high and anthem clear.” His ¢y,
L] ! 3 : ‘
ent of the gaiety of life stands in bright congryg

15?3? the gloom and sternness which strif(,: and persecy.
tion fostered in the later Puritanism. In spite U_f what he
described as ‘a certain reservedness qf natgral dlS_}JOSition’
which shrank from ‘festivities and Jesiy, In which T ge.
knowledge my faculty to pc very slight,’ t}_u:: young
singer could still enjoy the ‘jest and youthful jollity’ of
the world around him, its ‘quips and cranks and wanton
wiles’; he could look pleasantly on at the village fair,
“where the jocund rebecks sound to many a youth and
many a maid, dancing in the chequered shade.’

“There was nothing ascetic in his look, in his slender,
vigorous frame, his face full of a delicate yet serious
beauty, the rich brown hair which clustered over his
brow . . . He drank in an ideal chivalry from Spenser,
 but his religion and purity disdained the outer pledge on
which chivalry built up its fabric of honour. ‘Every free
and gentle spirit,’ said Milton, ‘“without that oath, ought
to be a knight.” It was with this temper that he passed
from his London school, St. Paul’s, to Christ’s College
at Cambridge, and it was this temper that he preserved
throughout his University career,”

_ But we have already drawn very generously upof

M}lmﬂ in this book. Even before the death of Queen

?‘h?;bﬂh» Papal aggression was already provolking anger
the ¢

~ Professor of Divinity at Cambridge he used %
 the opportunities which his chair gave him of propaga
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“km”‘"‘*f‘?rmm,_""'aﬂ held at bay. Th Bible
open, private dm?ussmn Was unrestrained, by th

fare of pulpit against pulpit was silenceq h’V the I € war-
of preachers. Outer conformity, attendance gt t;‘;ﬁﬂsm
mon prayer, was exacted from all; by the chan ?IT}~
ritual, by which the zealots of Geney, gave Promiieb .
to thie radical features of the religious change which :,Zz
passing over the country, were resisted, While Enabsd
was struggling for existence, this balanced attitude of
the Crown reflected faithfully enough the balanced att-
tude of the nation; but with the declaration of war by
the Papacy in the Bull of Deposition the movement i
favour of a more pronounced Protestantism gathered 2
new strength. Unhappily the Queen clung obstinately
to her system of compromise, weakened and broken as
it was. With the religious enthusiasm which was growing
up around her she had no sympathy whatever, Her pas-
sion was for moderation, her aim was simply civil order;
and both order and moderation were threatened by the
knot of clerical bigots who gathered under the banner
of Presbyterianism. Bigotry was rousing counter-big-
otry. Of these bigots of the left Thomas Cartwright was
the chief. He had studied at Geneva; he returned with a
fanatical faith in Calvinism, and in the system of Church

government which Calvin had devised; and as Margaret
to the full

Wwas lefe

hu ' ioi r de-
ing his opinions. No leader of a religious P-my eve
: l_égs of after symparthy than Ce.n:navmg_h(;i He ::;a;
onably learned and devout, buc his sptﬁs_x o
of 3 medizval inquisimr.. The relics of the
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m, the surplice, the giving of
him not merely distasteful, a5
they were idolatrous

ritual, the cross in baptis
ring in marriage, Were to
they were to the Puritans a,t large,
and the mark of the beast.’ : .

Carrwright cut no if"‘?f as the saying goes, Wlt_h .the
English people. The spirit of C.ﬂ.lVlnlSt]C IPresbyterlamsm
excluded all toleration of practice or belief.

As Milton, most modern-spirited of Protestants, put

it:
“New Presbyter is but Old Priest writ large.”’

“To the ordinary English Protestant,” says J. R.
Green, “no innovation in faith or worship was of small
account, if it tended in the direction of Rome. The peril
was too great to admit of tolerance or moderation. . .

“We sce the Puritan temper already in the Millenary
Petition (as it was called), which was presented to James
the First on his accession by some eight hundred clergy-

men, about one-tenth of the whole number in his realm.

It asked for no change in the government or organisation
of the Church, but for a reform of its courts, the re-
moval of superstitious usages from the Book of Com-
mon Prayer, the disuse of lessons from the apocryphal
books of Scripture, a more rigorous observance of Sun-
days, and the provision and training of preaching minis-
ter__s,_’Eve-n statesmen who had little sympathy with the
reliows piic sbout them pleaded for the purchase of
‘“fg]:o?s and national union by ecclesiastical reforms.
g F mnm]i Bacon, ‘should the civil state be

good and wholesome laws made

- predestination, about the noxiousness of sm
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dies as fast as time breedeth mjsch: :
:he ecclesiastical state still cuntisr;?::ft; ?)Tf J'mtrarm«-ige
time, and receive no alteration these fgny_ﬁfe
more?” A gencr*:ﬂ SAPstLinon, in fact, prevailed thae
now the Queen’s opposition was removed, someth; :
would be done. Unhappily her successor prc:ved e ualﬂ'
resolute agamnst all changes in Church matters, e
“No Sovc.reign could have jarred more utterly
the conception of an English ruler which had gfrown up
under Plantagenet or Tudor than James the First, Hig
big head, his slobbering tongue, his quilted clothes, his
rickety legs, stood out in as grotesque a contrast with all
that men recalled of Henry or Elizabeth as his rhodo-
montade, as his want of personal dignity, his buffoonery,
his coarseness of speech, his pedantry and cowardice.
Underneath this ridiculous exterior, however, lay much
natural ability, a scholar with a considerable fund of
shrewdness, mother-wit and ready repartee. His reading,
especially in theological matters, was extensive; and he
was a voluminous author on subjects which ranged from
predestination to tobacco. But his shrewdness and learn-
ing only left him, in the phrase of Henry the Fourth,
‘the wisest fool in Christendom.” He had the temper of
a pedant, a pedant’s conceit, a pedant’s lc_we‘of theories,
and a pedant’s inabiliry to bring his theories into any re-
lation with actual facts. All might have gone well had he
confined himself to speculations about witcheraft, about
oking.

“Unhappily for England and for his successor, he
ung yet more' passionately to theories of gﬂ";{z{m ;
: ch cont ame d within them the seeds of a deat g

dregs of

years or

against
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'« seople and the Crown. Even before hijg
il;cbs:it;vneig l;}lli PEn};lish throne, he had formulated his
theory of rule in a work on T}?e True Law of f‘:"t?e
Monarchy; and announced that, alquough a good King
will frame his actions to be accordlr}g to law, yet he 15
ot bound thereto, but of his own will and for example-
£ iving to his subjects. With thc Tud:Jr statesmen who
o used the phrase, ‘an absolute King’ or ‘an abSO]llll_"C Mon-
archy’ meant a sovereign or rule complete in them-
i selves, and independent of all foreign or Papal interfer-
bi ence. James chose to regard the words as implying the
monarch’s freedom from all control by law, or from re-
it sponsibility to anything but his own royal will.

i “The King’s theory was soon, as the Divine Right of
i Kings, to become a doctrine which bishops preached
from the pulpit. Convocation in its book of Canons de-
nounced as a fatal error the assertion that ‘all civil
power, jurisdiction and authority were first derived
_ from the people and disordered multitude, and cither is
1 originally still in them, or elsc is deduced by their con-

e

p—

ke tg%gil}ally descending upon Him and depending upon
im,

: “COWGJ_L a civilian, followed up the discoveries of

Convocation by an announcement that ‘the King is
b by his absolute power,” and that ‘notwith-

4 y alter and suspend any particu-
tul e che public estate, The

S T R A R A

2.

sent naturally from them; and is not God’s ordinance

11y

the field against them.” ‘A it :
dispute what God can do, saliscla}ill:nse? ;11? : b]aSPhemY,m
ered in the Star Chamber, ‘o jt i ’resi speech deliy-
high contempt in a subject to disput}f::) wh:tlpniﬂ g
. do, or to say that a King cannot do this or t;at H},g e
Among thf: King’s most ardent supporters ar;d inte]-
lE,:CtU‘«ll associates was John Donne the poet, w
his career as an amorist of the most brilliant type and
commemorated it in deathless verse, fell deeply in love
cloped and became a faithful hushand, had twelve a5
n}ml children of whom he buried five, and when his wife
died .undei_' the strain, devored himself to ill-health and his
poetical gift. The King found Donne’s erudition greater
than his own, and his belief in Divine Right very sustain-
mg. James persuaded him to take Holy Orders, which
he had hitherto declined, and made him Dean of St.
Paul’s, the first of a long series of distinguished Deans,
Whether Donne preferred his Majesty to his Maker is by
N0 means clear. Donne killed himself when in the worst
of health by insisting upon making his personal attend-
ance upon his Royal Master and preaching his custom-
~ ary Lenten sermon.
- The peculiar temperamental perversion that handed
onne’s worshipful monarch to a series of _youfh-
“favourites,” of which the Duke of Buc_kfngha_m
hief, and the attempts to marry the Prince of
a Spanish Catholic Princess, intensified the gen-
There is no need to detail the “roman-

ho began
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am and Prince Charles to Madrig,
d in failure. The return of the
Prince “was the signal for a burst of Hﬂ_fi‘)”'f‘[ joy. A_-.ll
London was alight with bonfires, m her joy at the .f.all_
ure of the Spanish match: and 01" the c;)llapiie, hu”?ﬂ_m-
ing as it was, of the pohcy which hacf ;0 _0113{; trailed
English honour at the chanot—“«'_he(lls 1Al
There followed an understanding with France and the
marriage of Charles I ('who had succeedccrll to the
throne) to Henrietta, the sister of the French King.
“It was suspected, and suspicic?n was soon to be
changed into certainty, that in spite of his pledge to
make no religious concessions, Charles had promised on
his marriage to relax the penal laws against Catholics,
and that a foreign power had again been given the right
of intermeddling in the civil affairs of the realm. It was
men with Catholic leanings whom Charles seemed dis-
posed to favour. Bishop Laud was recognised as the cen-
tre of that varied opposition to Puritanism, whose
members were loosely grouped under the name of Ar-
minians; and Laud became the King’s adviser in ecclesi-
astical matters. With Laud at its head the new party
grew in boldness as well as numbers, It naturally
sought shelter for its religious opinions by exalting the
power of the Crown. A court favourie, Montague, ven-
l.:ured to slight the Reformed Churches of the continent
Eifi"g}lf }?f 'élg Church of Romg, ar}d o .a<flvocate as t_hﬁ
P the Church the very doctrines rejected by the
-vinists. “The temper of the Commons on reli gious
observer, “Whatever mention

gmftm was clear to e‘v&;‘y
loes bmk.r«fmh of thﬁ fears or -d_ai;g‘-fe"rs- in religion, and

tic” visit of Buclingh
That adventure ende

~ sailed from Holland in 1620.)
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the increase of Popery.” wrote 5
ing the proceedings of the
much stirred.” ”
Buckingham was murdered in 1628, amidst regre bl

rejoicings on the part of the London mob, Laudgi::(t:a .
Bishop of London in the same year, and the Puritan i
igration which laid the foundation of New Englzrr?ci

became an organised movement, (The May flower had

member whg v

e : a8 not-
House, ‘their affecti

Ons are

All through the reign of Charles I, the encroachments
of monarchical absolutism and of both Roman and An-
glican Catholicism continued, and at every challenge the
hostility of the mass of English people to these en-
croachments was manifest. When, after the failure of a
reactionary Army Plot, Charles I, to save his own skin,
betrayed his chief supporter, Strafford, the whole coun-
try rejoiced.

“Strafford died as he had lived. His friends warned
him of the vast multitude gathered before the Tower to
witness his fall. ‘I know how to look death in the face,
and the people too,’ he answered proudly. ‘I thank God
I am no more afraid of death, but as cheerfully put off
my doublet at this time as ever I did when I went to bed.’

- As the axe fell, the silence of the great multitude was

broken by a universal shout of joy. The strects blazed
with bonfires. The bells clashed out from every steeple.
'_‘Ma_ny,’ says an observer, ‘that came to town to see the

exeeution rode in triumph back, waving their hats ;i”d
“with all expressions of joy thr ough every town they

Rt

port the King in

went, crying “His head is off! His head
Strafford had prepared an army to sup
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Ireland, Now that army was headless. ““The disbandeq
soldiers he had raised spread over the country, anq
stirred the smouldering disaffection into a flame. A cop.
spii'acv, organised with wonderful power and secrecy,
burst forth in Ulster, where the confiscation of: the Set.
clement had never been forgiven, and spread like wild-
fire over the centre and west of the island. Dublin was
saved by a mere chance. In the open country the worl
il of murder went unchecked. Thousands of English peo-
| ple perished, and rumour doubled and trebled the num-
ber. Tales of horror and outrage came day after day
over the Irish Channel. Sworn depositions told how hus-
bands were cut to pieces in presence of their wives, their
) children’s brains dashed out before their faces, their
daughters brutally violated and driven out naked to per-
ish frozen in the woods.
‘ “‘Some,’ says May, ‘were burned on set purpose, oth-
i ers drowned for sport or pastime, and if they swam kept
1 from landing with poles, or shot, or murdered in the wa-
| ter; many were buried quick, and some set into the earth
breast-high and there left to famish.” The revolt was un-
like any earlier rising in its religious character. No
longer was 1t a struggle, as of old, of Celt against Saxon,
but of Carholic against Protestant. The Papists within the
Pale joined hands in it with the wild kernes outside the

PRale, ., . >

The Civil War was fought to

unheard-of crime, trea-

a shazmlegs cheat and liar was-
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roused the popular distrust again, T
but also there was a bogus plot iny
Titus Oates. This “Popish Plot”
imagination, produced the usual re
alace. It became manifest thar James, Duke of York d
King’s brother and successor, was involved in , the
jected restoration of the papal rule in England, a4 pro-
Never ha(?l th§ Fl‘.er%Ch alliance seemed so fy] of dan-
ger to English lrfffhgion. Europe had long been trem-
bling at t]_lc E%Hlbltlon of Louis XIV: it was trembling
now at }“5 bigotry. He declared war at this moment
upon religious freedom by revoking the Edict of Nantes,
the measure by which Henry the Fourth after his aban-
donment of Protestantism secured toleration and the
free exercise of their worship for his Protestant sub-
jects. It had been respected by Richelieu even in his vic-
tory over the Huguenots, and only lightly rampered
with by Mazarin. But from the beginning of his reign
Louis had resolved to set aside its provisions, and his rev-
ocation of it in 1685 was only the natural close of a pro-
gressive system of persecution. The Revocation was
followed by outrages more cruel than even the blood-
shed of Alva. Dragoons were quartered on Protestant
~ families and given the utmost freedom of outrage,
women were flung from their siclk-beds lI:tD the strce}gs,
children were torn from their mothers’ arms o thz
mght up in Catholicism, ministers were Sent to

pite of the royal edicts, which fo1:b.ade en;igrzti:g
e victims of these horrible atrocitics, ;Hzfﬁmd,
d Protestants fled over the borders, an

here was 2 real plot
ented b > ,

.-4 DY a scoundre],
mlnghng reality and
Sponse from the pop-
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Switzerland, the Palatinate, were filled with Fre.m_;h e
R Jes. Thousands found refuge in England, and ?he“ ndus-
? ; try founded in the fields east of I_,ondon the silk trade of
El Spitalfields. But while the English people beheld these
i events with horror, James drew from them new hopes.
T In defiance of the law, he filled fresh regiments with
Catholic officers. He mer the Parliament with a haughry
declaration that whether legal or no his grant of com-
missions to Catholics must not be questioned, and with a
demand for supplies for his new troops. Loyal as was
| B the temper of the Houses, their alarm for the Reformed
Religion and their dread of a standing army was yet
stronger than their loyalty. The Commons, by a major-
ity of a single vote, deferred the grant of supplies until
grievances were redressed, and demanded in their ad-
dress the recall of the illegal commissions. The Lords
took a bolder tone; and the protest of the bishops against
it any infringement of the Test Act was backed by the elo-
it quence of Halifax. Both Houses were at once prorogued.
| fkn ambassador, the Earl of Castlemaine, was sent to
mplore the Pope’s blessing on these proceedings:
“C_atl‘mlics were admitted into civil and military of-
ﬁges without stint, and four Catholic peers were sworn
as members of the Privy Council. The laws which for-
bade th_e presence of Catholic priests in the realm, or the
open exercise of Carholic worship, were set at nought.
e chapel s opencd in the palace of St. James
oo te se of the King, Carmelites, Benedictines, Fran-
e Bppeated I thy us garb in the streets of

=rvamp e
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The manifest popular “discontent g
have startled a wiser man into
rided hilnself. on an obstinacy which Never gave way-
and a riot which took place on the Opening %'f 1:f ‘yl-i
Catholic chapel in the City was followe dbbY them
rablishment of a camp of thirteen thousand men E:;
Hounslow to overawe the capital.

“James clung & the hope of finding a compliant Par-
liament, from which he might win a repeal of the Test
Act. In face of the dogged opposition of the country
the elections had been adjourned; and a renewed Dec-
laration of Indulgence was intended as an appeal to the
nation at large. At its close he promised to summon a
Parliament in November, and he called on the electors
to choose such members as would bring to a successful
end the policy he had begun. It was in this character of
a royal appeal that he ordered every clergyman to read
the declaration during divine service on tWo successive
Sundays. Little time was given for deliberation, but lictle
time was needed. The clergy refused almost to a man to
be the instruments of their own humiliation. The Dec-
laration was read in only four of the London churches,
and in these the congregation flocked out of church at
the first words of it. Nearly all of the country clergy ¢
"fi;Sﬁd. to obey the royal orders. The Bishops went Wit
e rest of the clergy. :
 few days befo%g the appointed Sunday Archbishop

roft called his suffragans together, and the six who

el . - o te pro-

able to appear at Lambeth signed a temperts
app in which they declined to .Putfhsh“:;

f%ﬂﬁ;n." ‘It is a standard of rebellion,” Jam

these acts woulg
prudence, byt James
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as the Primatc‘ presented the paper; and the
was no sooner announced tg

to wreak his vengeance on the
prelates who had si.gn_ed the protest. Hehordcred th.e
Feclesiastical Commussioners to deprive them of their
secs, but in this matter cven the Commuissioners shranlk
from obeying him. The. Chanceﬂor,‘ Lord Jefreys, .ad_
vised a prosecution for libel as an easier mcllde of punish-
ment; and the bishops, who refused to give bail, were
committed on this charge to the Tower. They passed
to their prison amidst the shouts of a great multitude,
the sentinels knelt for their blessing as they entered its
ates, and the soldiers of the garrison - drank their
healths. So threatening was the temper of the nation

exclaimed
resistance of the clergy
him than he determined

. that his ministers pressed James to give way. But his
obstinacy grew with the danger. ‘Indulgence,’ he said,

‘ruined my father’; and on the 29th of June the bishops
appeared as criminals at the bar of the King’s Bench.
The jury had been packed, the judges were mere tools
of the Crown, but judges and jury were alike overawed
by the indignation of the people at large. No sooner
had the foreman of the jury uttered the words ‘not
guilty’ than a roar of applause burst from the crowd,
and horsemen spurred along every road to carry over

 the country the news of the acquittal.”
The last militant act of King James as the skics

ed ove:

Il

over drafts from the
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is said to have been based upon an o}g Ir
the words seem to have been put togethe
[rish brogue by Thomas Lord W harton
made into what it still is, the most gayq
and popular of British marching tunes, by po less

oser than Henry Purcell. He published and fath::i C(zim'-
as a “New Irish Tune” in 168¢ in his ; i,

. Music’s Handmgid.
There are endless versions of the words People im

provised and altered them as it passed like a wind
through the country. The general burthen
much after this fashion:

l}‘pfh hﬂlab}h. bute
T 10 2 pretended
and the air vyqg
agely thunderoyg

ran VEI‘Y

“Ho! brother Teague, do you hear the decree?
Lilliburlero, bullen a-la,
That we are to have a new Deputy,
Lilliburlero, bullen a-a. .
Lero lero, lilliburlero, lero, lero, bullen a-la.

Ho! by Saint Ty burn, it is the Talbot;
Lilliburlero, bullen a-la.

And he shall cut the Englishwan’s throat.
Lilliburlero, bullen a-la.
Lero lero, lilliburlero, lero, lero, bullen a-la.

BRGH L5

e

5  “Though by my soul the Engh’;b do prate,
- The lgw'’s on their side and Christ bnows what.

S

if dispensation shall come from the Pope,
hbang Magna Carta and them in a rope. « « «

France have taken a swear
hey will have no Protestant beir. .+«
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i 1 N testants there.”
(This easily became “No Pro )

«There was an old prophecy found in a bog, :
That we shall be ruled by an ass and a dog.

(“Dog” was Wharton’s word, but the popular voice
speedilyb changed it to “hog.”’)

« 4nd mow is this prophecy connng to pass,
(Overwhelming Crescendo.) . :
For Talbot’s the hog and James is the ass.

Fantastically bitter doggerel, but it released the ac-
cumulating resentment of the country at the threatened
return of Roman Catholic domination.

Thereafter came the “Glorious Revolution,” which
ultimately established the Protestant succession in Eng-
land, confirmed the exclusion of Roman Catholics from
the universities and public office, and relaxed the suspi-
cions of the general public. The danger was felt to be
over. The habitual torpor of the English mind in the
face of theology supervened.

So far I have been following Green’s Short History
of the English People. But now I have to resort to other
authorities. The name of Lord George Gordon and the
story of the “No Popery” riots of 1780 came back to
me, and I searched Green in vain, I turned up my copy

of B-a.maby Rudge. Dickens caricatures the whole affair.
To him they are sh '

and persecution.” “How, gt _ o
“h i %?cutl_gfl‘ _ However imperfectly,” he writes,
hose disturbances

- weurbances are set forth in the following pages.

ameful riots, “begotten of intolerance -

T'he Struggle for Britaip

thy with the Romish Church, thoye

h he aclk

E o) Elckngwl A
gs most men do, some esteemed friends amon thedgg?‘
Jowers of its creed.” g the fol-

Cr;}bbe saw ['.hCSE_ riots which ].. R. Green ignores angd
describes them m his Journal to his beloyed “Mira.” th,
is to say Sally Elmy, who later on became his \Vifé T ;t
mOb? he says, was a mixture‘ of very various elerélents(i
“Quiet and decent” he describes it at Westminster. bur
the storming of the keeper’s house at the Old Bajley
and thc: jail delivery of convicted felons evidently fr'ight{
ened him. They released all the debrors also, and New-
gate was an open house for all to come and go, A for-
midable contingent of criminals from the slums started
burning and looting. “About ten or twelve of the maob
getting to the top of the debtors’ prison, whilst it was
burning, to halloo, they appeared rolled in black smolke
mixed with sudden bursts of fire—like Milton's nfer-
nals, who were as familiar with flame as with each other.
On comparing notcs with my neighbours, I find I saw
but a small part of the mischief. They say Lord Mans-
field’s house is now in flames.”

But J. R. Green has not a word to say about these
troubles. Like Dickens, he was saturated with the ami-
able liberalism of the Gladstonian phase in English
thought. The leopard had changed its spots and every-
thing was different.

Manifestly these excellent liberal
Po ery had ceased to be a danger to the SDEIEEs O i
ish people. I suggest that in this matter the msn;ld =
\at eighteenth-century London crowd were sou
. his uncritical toleration.

s thought that
liberties of the

17,
=
k7
Y

)
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The Oxford Counter Revolution is best dealt with

I i der that title

Anthony Froude, in a.stud}r un :

Er}lrdj?:] T}Sis Ncmes};; of Faith. His History of E??giq?;d
from the Fall of Wolsey to the Defeat of the Spanish

Armada is also, by the by, a frank and vivid piece of

history from the Protestant p_oil‘lt of Vietw. -Thc rea1der
will find only a hostile appreciation (.)f hn.n n Mr._ Gar-
vin's lamentable Encyclopaedia men_n.aca mamfec:\;tly
written by a Roman Catholic who remains charactr'en'stl—
cally and discreetly anonymous. A timely appreciation
by A. L. Rowse in the New :S‘mte;man of March zoth,
1943, sweeps away these insinuations: ;

“Of all the great Victorians Froude, it seemis to me,

is the writer least estimated at his proper worth and
most worth while reviving. There is so much m him
that should appeal to our age; in many ways he had more
affinities with the twentieth century than with the nine-
teenth: the strain of scepticism in him for one thing, the
historian’s relativism that made him see all religions as
myths and men’s philosophies as rationalisations of their
interests and desires. . . ,
- “And what a magnificent writer; what a stylist! So
infinitely better than Carlyle, to whom he deferred, like
the rest of the Victorians, as a great man and a major
prophet. And I am not so sure that in addition to writing
better, he had not more to offer in what he said, at any
rate more sense, than Carlyle had. Give me Froude
every time: a better historian, a better writer, a more
ey ol ixielignee i

“He was read. He held people’s attention. He had ad-
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mirers, if few defenders ang

Jonely figure, at the same tim
after, and a distinguished per
. . his troubles began w
sisted to the last. The Neswes
for having been publicly b
his coll?ge at Qxford when_ Froude was 5 young Fel-
low. It is deserving of attention on more serious ground
and for its own sake, Its subject is the ferricnt oi
thought about the foundations of faith stirred up by the
Oxford T\‘fl_oven_lent, the dilemma of belief which was
such a critical issue to sensitive minds in the mid-nine-
teenth century and especially to those brought up in 2
clerical environment like Froude, whose livelihood and
career were involved in it.”
I have been watching the current effort to subjugate
this easygoing, profoundly sceptical country to the Ro-
~man Catholic Church with a lively interest. The process
has been systematic and impudent to the point of incredi-
bility. I only realise how much has been attempted now
that it is past its climax. In the same way one did not
realise the gravity of the Blitzkrieg until the climax
was past. There has been a Catholic Blitzkrieg upon
Bricain during the immense stresses of the war. The one
Temaining vestige of Protestant Fngland has been the
Protestant Succession. By releasing the Crown from that
Protestant oath—and that might easily have been ar-
ranged in the name of “freedom of worship”—that last
tacle would have been removed.
or four war years Great Britain officia

no followers. He was 4

e as .he Was much sought
50n in society. e

lith his firse books, an'd per-
15 of Faith is chiefly known
urnt by the Sub-Rector of

lly has been
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- Christabel sheltered her in spite of a series of creepy 10-
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behaving like a Catholic country de‘rerml(;li;i i Tﬂctgc

from a deplorable past. The Rev. So-and-5o, ¢ '-1'.’ ang

7. Venerable So-and-So, S.J., have had a dispro.

(i | EI roe share of our broadeasting time. Non-
ortionately la : ; . ; -

Ehristian vi)icesghave been relatively inaudible, although

the great majority of peoples in the British Empire do

fess to be Christians. :
nof,rlfer(:ezi’:;ing of the Roman Catholic Church purts the

Faith before any other social or political consideration,
and the Roman Catholics in any countr}'r and u-ndf:[‘ any
form of government constitute an essentially ah‘en body,
The over-confident liberalism of the early nmet.aer}th
century enfranchised this body of outlanders, believing
it would in some mysterious manner play the game of
mutual toleration which seemed so natural to the essen-
tially sceptical and secular liberal mentality. Nothing
of the sort ensued. Steadily, persistently, the Cathphc
Church has worked for the destruction of that very
liberalism which restored it to political influence. Per-
secuting relentlessly where it was in the ascendant, and
canting about individual liberty of conscience wherever
it was faced by a modern organisation of society, this
mental cancer has spread itself back to destroy the health
and hope of our modern world.

There is something in this Roman Catholic business
that sends me back to Coleridge’s Chriszabel. The reader
may remember how a mysterious maiden, Geraldine,
came to Christabel and sought her protection, and how

timations that all was not right with the visitant.

 Vichyism it assails the fine liberal tradition of France;
it dominates the policy of the British War Office and
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“And Geraldine . . ,
Softly gathering up her train,
Thar o’er ber right arm fell again;
And folded ber arms across ber chest,
And couched her bead upon ber breast;
And looked askance at Christabel—
Jesu, Maria, shield ber well!

“A snake’s dull eye blinks dull gnd shy;
And the lady’s eyes they shrunk in ber bead,
Each shrunk up to a serpent’s eye,

And with something of malice, and more of dread,
At Christabel she looked askance!—

One moment—and the sight was fled!

But Christabel in dizzy trance

Stumbling on the unsteady ground . . .’

“Again she saw that bosom old,
Again she felt that bosom cold . . .7

As this present world war goes on, and even if there is
some sort of temporary half peace before it degenerates
into a tangle of minor wars, it will become plainer and
plainer that it is no longer a geographically determined
warfare of governments, nations and peoples, but the
world-wide struggle of our species to release itself from
the strangling octopus of Catholic Christianity. Every-
where the Church extends its tentacles and fights to pro-
long_ the Martyrdom of Man, Through St. Cyr and
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and through these the B.B.p. and t}}e
ned Catholic vote, a C.astmf:; vote in

; ained organisation of menace
en?lleljso eci:ict?o?ts s?ii::i:e:u:}tle frank gdiscussion of its in-
?ﬁenceym P;mcrica. It works counter both to the ?ld
nationalisms that broke away fr_om.lt at the Refor‘:xlatlen
and to the emergence of a :smentlﬁca_llly guided Wo.ﬂd
commonyeal from the initial experiment of Russian
communism, Like an octupus It has no Freauiyh impulse
but only an instinct to SUrvive. In Ireland, SPam, Italy,
reactionary France, North and South ff’xmcrlca, ]-apafl’
and wherever it can stretch a tentacle, 1t s?el-:s alh-:-:s n
every element that is socially base, that will help it to
continue its struggle against the awakening liberalism
of the “United Democracies,” as it is our hopeful custom
to call them.

IHere are extracts from an article by Katharie Hay-
den Salter, in the (American) Churchman of January
15th, 1943.

“The October sth (1942) issue of a Toledo news-
paper carried the following statement as a news item;

* ‘Monsignor Sheen, associate professor of philosophy
in Catholic University, Washington, D. C., and director
of the Catholic Hour radio programme, spoke on The
Crisis of Christendom, in a meeting sponsored by the
M‘?ff Manse Alumnz Association, He said:
| We are living at the end of an era, ushered in by the
Praf-sst,mt Revolt 400 years ago—a revolt that demied

- autbority, so that as a result we have been living withou!
Siior o have tossed Him out of His own world, Mon-

Foreign Oﬂic.e,. !
press; by 2 discipli

9

A “ﬂﬂeﬂ the war 1ndgmem on the way man

The Struggle for Britaiy i
has lived, and said that victory will be
dition that we repent.”

“Simon and Schuster have rece
.bOOkf kve Catwolic Fastern, by Thomas W oodlock. [¢
is built around exactly the same thesis—that the caq,
of this war is the Reformation, the Revolt, the ‘metsg
physical heresy’ of having left the Catholic Church Ei;
is an assault on the entire Protestant world; '
that the Declaration of Independence itself
Thomas Jefferson, a deist and ‘heretic’ if ev
one, so far as Catholic dogma is concerned)
dered by the Catholic Pattern. . . .

“In the February r1ith, 1928, issue of America, an
important Jesuit publication, Charles J. Mullaly, SJ.,
states the case fully. Let me quote a bit from it. Father
Mullaly describes in detail the workings of a Catholic
boycott, thought up by his fellow Jesuits of an earlier
day and carried through, in 1913, in Washington, D. C,
when a newspaper tried to investigate conditions in a
Catholic home for wayward girls. He describes the total
boycott, dutifully carried through by the laity and
clergy, without a hitch—save one object of Catholic
scorn—‘a wealk-kneed Catholic advertiser who dgcl_areg
that he did not believe in mixing business and religion:

ours only o con-

ntly brought out g

and it insists
(written by
er there was
was Engen..

~ Then Father Mullaly proudly says: ‘The forty per cent

55 of circulation now meant also a forty P C’-;I{l;n -
the rates for advertising.” . . - i ok

iﬂ through Washington, “Do not buy any paper that

T s not buy from any
the Catholic religion, and do » The lesson was 2

. “that advertises in such a paper.
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“‘History often repeats itself. Sincc‘ some Fsec-ular

: s now believe, as this Washine.
magazines and newspaper ' to insult the C ;
ton editor believed in 1913, that it pays to ¢ Lath-

olic Church and to foster "’f'bgw'"” coItoversy, 'w’??
cannot Catholics in every city let the bistory of thig
counter-attack repeat itself fm'.tbew;z.? They can follow
the example of the Catholics in  Washington, iy
2929, 5« - : s )

““The lessons learned in Washington in 1913 may
briefly be summed up as follm.vs:

“‘;, Do not attack a magazine or newspaper through
its editorial departments but act through its business
office. : :

“‘2. When a magazine or newspaper is attacking
your religion, write to the business manager and inform
him that you will not buy the offending periodical again,
and mean it. . . . :

“'If Catholics follow the example of the Catholics in
Washington in 1913, we shall soon decisively answer the
question which the editors of some secular periodicals
are now asking themselves: Does it pay to insult Catho-
lics?

That is the language and technique of this last Catho-
(& oiffensive. Are decent Protestants to emulate this foul
fighting, are we to demand of our grocer and bookseller
whether he is a Catholic and boycott him if he is, or

would it not be better to restore the alien status of the
ganisation? Plainly the moral for us to-day is
Chauc'f_;r's, sailor six long centuries ago.
fmore monks to your house or inn.”

whole or
the moral of
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T(.} propitiate the Roman Catholic organisation with
political office or power is like establishing friendiy re-

l'fllnons with an area sneak by handing him the family
silver.




XIX
SHINTO CATHOLICISM

I, the open enemy of everything Creative
fggEriI:rfsSfuctivc inpthc world, was ﬁrstf educated in
the Gregorian University and Roman Semmaryl, ﬁlgu?ed
professorially in the Academy of Noble E(.:c esiastics,
was Archbishop of Sardes, 1917, when he tried to per-
suade the Kaiser to make a modera:te peace, developed
his political ideas as Papal Nuncio in Bavaria and Ger-
many, and so forth. Having tied himself irrevocably to
the Axis, he had to accept, and he accepted all too refid-
ily, the assimilation for mutual assistance of Shintoism
and Catholicism.

How far that assimilation has gone let this passage
from Professor Karl Adam’s The Spirit of Catholicism
bear witness.

“We Catholics,” says this authoritative exponent
of Roman Catholic orthodoxy, “acknowledge readily,
without any shame, nay with pride, that Catholicism
cannot be identified simply and wholly with primitive

Christianity, nor even with the Gospel of Christ, in the

same way that the great oak cannot be identified with

the tiny acorn, There is no mechanical identity, but
a1 ofganic identity. And we go further and say that
. 1sands ﬂf S Nen I \ Wi]lPIObably b&

' nise a far more obvious ‘complex of

Shinta Catholicism

even richer, more luxuriant, more manifold in dogma,
morals, law and worship, than the Catholicism of the
present day. A religious historian of the fifth millennium
A.D. will without difficulty discover in Catholicism
conceptions and forms and practices which will derive
from India, China and Japan, and h

¢ will have to recog-
opposites.’ It is quite
true, Catholicism s a union of contraries. But ‘contraries
are not contradictions’ . , . The Gospel of Christ
would have been no living gospel, and the seed which
He scattered no living seed, if it had remained ever the
tiny seed of A.D. 33, and not struck root, and had not
assimilated foreign matter, and had not by the help of
this foreign matter grown up nto a tree, so that the
birds of the air dwell in its branches.”

It is interesting to consider these “conceptions, forms
and practices” that the Roman Catholic Church, as
Professor Karl Adam expounds it, is now incorporating.

Mr. A. Morgan Young has recently published an ad-
mirable summary of them (The Rise of a Pagan State,
1939). He gives his sources for whatever statements
he makes, so that the interested reader can get his book
and verify and expand what is stated here.

‘T'he basis of Shinto is the Kojiki, a compilation of the
eighth century A.D. It is readable in its entirety only by
scholars, its language being far more remote from the
Japanese of to-day than eighth-century {\ngln—Saxon
would be from current English. For various reasons

only portions of it have been modernised for general
 use. It begins with a sort of storm of gc_lds neither made
nor begotten but passing away. From this tumule emerge
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gures, Jzanagi and Izanami, who

two highly sexual fi . . ; male
_ Jents . Hollywood language as male and
might be described in s b other wiil

3 ” They resp
female “sex appeal. 0 : s owe
tremendous vigour, begetting gods and islands and ar

Jast a Fire God who burns up his mother Izanami. Bur
a -
Izanagi is so set on procreation that every-

this time '
i he throws off his clothes

thing about him procreates; '
and %hey become sea gods and land gods. Finally he pro-

duces the Sun Goddess from his left eye, the Moon
God from his right eye and the headlong Susa-no-o by
blowing his nose. After which he seems to have retired
and the Sun Goddess and Susa-no-o occupy the stage.

After various remarkable adventures, no doubt of the
greatest spiritual significance and full (_Jf lessons for the
true believer, Susa-no-o meets a formidable damsel-de-
vouring dragon with eight heads and other alarming
accessories, intoxicates the beast with saki, klls it and
cuts it up. But one of the tails resists and breaks his
sword, because a better sword is hidden in it. This he
presents to his sister the Sun Goddess. It lies to-day,
thickly swathed in brocade, in the Family Shrine of the
Imperial House in Tokyo. It is one of the Three Sacred
Treasures, the sword, the mirror and the jewel, which
the Sun Goddess transmitted to the divine Emperors,
the living Gods of Japan.

To the Catholic mind, accustomed to a widely dif-
ferent system of myths and absurditics, this reads like
monstrous nonsense. It is wiser not to say that in Japan.
For example, Dr. Tnoue Tetsujiro, a loyal but liberal-
minded Shintoist, ventured to doubt the authenticity of
the Three Sacred Tre asures. He was denounced, his

2 e
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rial service of a friend ﬁc! E e> s
pious ruffians and beate,n SO ‘t‘has i qum by 2 gang of
No one was punished for thi i e dFStm-VE(.I'
only one sample among m 1? 011;1 Ulfge" 'W:hld? e L
S i gr any of t € spirit of renascent

quite good form to jump at a man who
uses a phrase or makes a gesture that seems lacking in
piety, and stab him. It is like those fierce old colonels in
E(rigland who ass?ult peqple for not .st‘anding stiff to

:de Save the King.” It is the very spirit of the Trini-
tarians at Nicea.

The great assimilation prophesied by Professor Karl
Adam has already begun. The crude early Christians,
still in the “acorn” phase, preferred martyrdom to burn-
ing a pinch of incense to the Roman God-Emperors,
but the Roman Catholic Church of to-day has already
established friendly relations with the Shinto faith, and
the Japanese Catholic bows in the Shinto temples in
acquiescence to the local supremacy of the Emperor-
Divinity over the Vatican.

There will be no Roman Catholic Church at all in the
fifch millennium A.D., or it would be amusing to specu-
late how the successors of Professor Karl Adam, long
before then, would have plaited into the Trinity that
God of Male Sex Appeal from whose left eye sprang
the Sun Goddess, while he blew Susa-no-o, the
dragon-slaying Susa-no-o, from his nose.




XX
ROMAN CATHOLICISM IN AMERICA

Such 15 CarmoricisM as it is understood by P(-)Pe Pa-
celli and Japan. But the spirit of Ro'man Catholicism as
one finds it in America is Very.dlffcrcpt from that.
Roman Catholics in America are influential because 0"f
their solid vote at clections, but for all that the Ameri-
can Roman Catholic does not like to hearma_nd to the
best of his ability will not hear—of the Vatlc'an-]apa-
nese alliance. If he is one of the well-trained faithful he
just pretends it isn't there. And we may counterbalance
some of what has gone before by a word or so fr{m} ot
much saner type of Roman Catholic, Mr. Joseph Din-
neen, who recently wrote, and wrote very ably, an ac-
count of this Axis pontiff from the standpoint of an
American journalist.

His frontispiece is a portrait of Pope Pacelli, under
which we read these singular words: “Bishop of Rome,
Patriarch of the West, Supreme Pontiff of the Universal
Church.” T do not know how far Mr. Dinneen endorses
this inscription. But in his Preface he tells very disarm-
ingly of how it struck him when he learnt that Pius X

Was an inveterate cigar smoker and he realised that

“Popes are human.” He says:

Roman Catholicisy, in Amerip
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Protestant friends. The answ

in the Catholic catechisy js.
libly when it speaks throug
united in general COUHC]'.I:@I s
when he proclaims to the faithf;?ufhdifrisopef e
or morals.” Like a good many other Catholizs OI lf;nth
often been told by smug friends that my S C‘E\Vp
necessarily limited and bounded by my Dbedieniet t1s
the Pope, an'd [ shrug my shoulders ang turn away, b;
cause I realise no amount of argument can convinee
them that I can.be l?app.y in my religion, believe in irs
tencts and teachings mmplicitly, and still think for myself
10 matters temporal; that the foreign policy of the Secre-
tary of State at the Vartican, for instance, is a temporal
matter, and I can disagree with the position of the
Church in Spain, and still be a good Catholic and receive
the sacraments.”
That is good, plain American Catholicism, And there
s not a word of truth in it. It is out of date. It is almost
pre-Reformation stuff. It should be distinguished as Old
Catholicism, It is not the Catholicism of an ever more
desperately aggressive Papacy. . . . :
For many men who were once good Catholics, the
doctrine of infallibility was a turning-point, ]
On matters of Church history Dr. G. G. Coulton is
2 patient, unrelenting, trustworthy guide, and no one
 interested in the fatal concentration ?f power in tllw
1ands of the Pope since 1870 should fail to “’3121 hm;w;;
book, Papal Infallibility (1932), he shows ‘}"_";m
rical authorities as Lord Acton for exampie was
into open opposition by that dogma. Acton
It0 Open oppo

f;hto the Question on this
¢ Church teaches infy).

h the Pope and the bishops,
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himself a Catholic, the one outstanding historian the

Church can claim in modern timcs,. Y&k hF‘ “’TOEF ‘Of this
doctrine with sorrowful prophetic 1n51ght: I-trcf.‘_ted
originally as an imprcgﬂﬂble fortress ag?imst advlancmg
liberalism, it seems more likely now to prove an imnelue-
table death-trap. For the moment, indeed, it might have
seemed to justify the Roman Church completely in all
her actions; but now, more and more clearl}’, we see
that she needs to summon up all the memories of her
past prestige, and all the resources of he_r elz_{borate bu-
reaucracy, and all her disciplinary severity, i order to
put a colourable face upon this doctrine, so strange both
from the historical and from the philosophical point of
view.”

Here is a more emphatic statement from the same
source. Lord Acton is writing to the Catholic historian
Lady Blennerhasset:

“The accomplices of the Old Man of the Mountains
(the classic assassins of history) picked off individual
victims, but the Papacy contrived murder and massacre

on the largest and also on the most cruel and inhuman

scale. They were not only wholesale assassins, but they
also made the principle of assassination a law of the
Christian Church and a condition of salvation” (Selec-

tions from the Correspondence of the First Lord Actomn,

1917, Vol. i, p. 55).

rom 1820 t0 1860 at least 300,000 unarmed men,
women and even children died in massacres, on the scaf-
fold, or in pestilential jails for claiming what we now
consider human rights, Lt
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savage were the torture and bloodshed The K;
of the Sicilies (Ttaly and Sicily) wimened 1 20
and wvilest reaf:_tion. General Coletta ¢l
WerTe 200,000 vietims from 17g0
itan successor claims 250,000
and as late as 1860 the bruta!ity
all Europe. These figures are

difficult to compile them, and

jnc}u_dc a percentage of armed rebels, bur after 5 severe
enquiry I find thar at least 300,000 men and women and
chﬂdfen perighed in Ita.ly, Spain and Portugal. In the
Pope’s own kmgdom, with a population of about 3,000,-
000, many thousands died by execution, in massacres,. or
in jails of an incredibly cruel character. The savagery of
the clerical-royalists and the foul character of most of the
monarchs are described in the Cambridge Modern His-
tory and all authoritative manuals. . . .

“One other point must be made. The social order
which was protected by this brutality was as inefficient
as it was unjust, and it was at its worst in the Pope’s own
States. On this all authorities are agreed. Lady Blenner-
hasset approvingly quotes in the Cambridge M‘f’dem
History (x, 164) the reflection of Father Lamennais, on
visiting Rome, that it was ‘the most hideous sewer that
ever offended the eye of man’” (4 History of the

the longest
ams thar tﬂere
> 10 1830, and his Neapol-
in the nexe thirty years:
of the Oppression shz)ckeci
uncertain, since it is very
m the case of Italy the}

Popes, by Joseph McCabe. Watts, London, 1939.)

ful anecdote of the American

innee ligh :
Dinneen tells a delight the election of Pius

Cardinal Gibbons returning from

X. He was asked—manifestly by an American—what he

He reflected. “Well,”

infallibilicy-
ht of papal infallibilicy 1 me Jibbons.”

Sﬂd, with a twinkle, “he calle
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' Very plainly American Catholicism is bound to inflicy
some uncomfortable gymnastics on our Berlm-R‘ome_
Tokyo Pontiff. We godless people carry on our intel.
lectual warfare for converts and subsidies against the
Catholicism of Dinneen, but I, for one, doubt ve
greatly whether in his heart Dinneen’s distrust of Piug
XII varies very widely from mine.

Now in the face of the military alliance and depen-
dence of the United Nations upon the magnificent mo-
rale of the Russian and Chinese peoples, we have this
Axis Pope clamouring for a bitter conflict against some-
thing “Unchristian” called “Bolshevisation,” which will
destroy every decent thing in existence, superiors and
inferiors, the family—the Catholics are always very
great on the family—and dividends.

“have been murdered, some of them

XXI
THE UNITED CHRISTIAN FRONT

BEFORE ME As [ WRITE is a very interest'mg document, [t
opens up the grave question for all who profess them-
selves Christians, to consider exactly whar, in the face
of that document, they mean by that profession. It was
published in 1938, and it is headed United Christian
Fromt. The chairman of this United Christizn Front is
that Captain Archibald Ramsay who, with Mosley, was
interned on the outbreak of the war, His Vice-Chairman
and Treasurer was the late Sir Henry Lunn, a sound
Tory, who, like Sir Samuel Hoare, believed that the
adventurer Franco was “a Christian gentleman.”
Another member of this United Christian Front was
—or is, for I do not know how far it still ex.ists as
an active body—that steadfast defende}* of his: invest-
ments against the quite imaginary excessive prolif ?m“t?fl
of the non-investing classes, Dean Inge. I dealt with his
peculiarities in a little Penguin book, The Conimionsenie
of War and Peace, and Inge has never rephed‘to E};
challenge. But here is Sir Henry Lunn defending ¢

Dean against the Bishop of Chelmsford for quoting him

priests and nuns in Spain
after horrid tor-
n that this was

as saying: “one-quarter of the

2. The Bishop, it seems, had wricte
| 145
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not so, and had quoted the Vatican Osser'varf_:rre: Ro-
smano, which could hardly be regarded as an anti-Catho-
lic publication, for claiming only 6,000, Uﬂt‘_Of Dean
Inge’s quarter of 106,743. But tl_mt 6,0'005 says Sir Henry,
refers only to secular priests, implying rather than as-
serting that the Dean was telling the awful truth. Poor
Sir Henry wasted his subtleties. Back comes the Dean
with this: :

“The Bishop of Chelmsford misquotes me as saying
that one-quarter of the nuns in Spain have been mur-
dered. T said nothing of the kind. Many have been killed;
but the Bishop’s protégés were more often content to
strip them naked and violate them. _ .

“It is really rather horrible to find a Bishop champion-
ing men who, acting on instructions from Moscow to
exterminate the middle class, have slaughtered, at a low
estimate, 200,000 helpless and harmless people, and
whose avowed object 1s to extirpate the Christian faith
in the country of St. Teresa and St. John of the Cross.

“There 1s abundance of well-documented evidence
for those—a minority, 1 fear—who wish to know the
truth.”

No documented evidence was adduced, because no
documentary evidence can be adduced.

I will not pillory the odd collection of names that
rallied about Captain Archibald Ramsay in 1938, for
Sine .O.f them may have come to sce the error of their
e since that year. The point to note is the intense
fear of ]’sri_c:scow and the frantic disposition to get to-
gether with anyone professing to be pro-Christian, even

B e 0 be
wmh Fsanca and iy ‘blackamaors, against this

‘who are also, as we have scen, deeply rel

‘What seems to me a serious practica
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Ramsay, Mnsley, Mus-

of Iraly, de Gaulle, Péry;
iator but the o s Pérain

dreaded new thing in the vwopq
solini, Dean Inge, the King of |
(not the gallant French :\f
Vichy), and at the apex of

Catholic Pope, Pius XPHI \Vhthc pyramid chis Shinto

; g A 2 motley crew i j
" ; ew 1t 5!
United 01_11} In one th1_ng, and that is fear and hatred Osf
a sane scientific equalitarian order i the world. H
. How

far are we people of the new order oo
people waste the new-born hop?:ri:frmg;r:z‘gné? .
tio?ff I::;toime' v rally “Believers” is an amalgama-
ganisations. Its sole objective, so far as |
can find an understandable objective, is to drive every
honest teacher of history or science out of our schaols,
Then our people’s minds can be bunged up with mud
thoroughly and finally. The first and most formidable
is 2 Roman Catholic organisation called The Sword of
the Spirit. The second is called Religion and Life, and
it seems to be largely under the sway of Mr. T. S. Eliot.
Roman Catholicism preserves a strong tradition of can-
nibalism, and I can give a good guess who will live long-
est on this conjoint raft. It will be amusing to watch its
gyrations. :
The programme is extremely vague about the rela-
tions of the Primate of all England and the Primate of
England and Cardinal Hinsley and the Moderator of
the Free Church Federal Council, to the raft and .eRCh
other. Out of consideration for His Holiness, there is n0

arrangement for beating off sharks and the Jipaen
. lgjous. People-
ical oversight is that

¥ . . e % i now these
here is no provision against poaching. Ho
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gentlemen wwill poach. There will be suspicions and de-

nunciations. etk
I can imagine the scene: the whispering silence of these

holy men and then a sudden outcry. “Here! whose
orphan are you stealing? He comes under Y grant!”
Confusion on the raft and a splash. Commotion among
the sharks.

Unanimity is restored only by the appearance of a
drifting biological experimental station c.hoc.kwfull. of
dangerous books about reality and truth. If it hits against
the raft, it may send the whole crazy accumulation to
the bottom. “All hands to the sweeps!” For a time after
this “Crisis for Christianity” the United Christian Front
is restored.

I am deriding organised High Church and Catholic
Christianity, and I would like to make it plain that in
doing so I am not disregarding what I might call the
necessity of many minds, perhaps most young minds,
feel for something one can express by such phrases as
“the Fatherhood of God” and “the kingdom of heaven
within us.” That is the need the Roman Catholic Church
trades upon and betrays,

years and days the time consum

Sha

XXII

THE PRETENSIONS AND Limi

TATIONS
OF POPE PIUS X1

To RETURN to that typical Pope, Pope Pius XII. I is
necessary to insist upon his profound ignorance and
men:ca:l mfermrlt_y. Most of us are still living in the old
tradl_tlons of society, we honour and obey those who are
put in authority over us, and it shocks us profoundly to
hear that kings and ministers and particularly the Ro-
man Catholic hierarchy are necessarily much more ig-
norant than a grear and increasing multitude of quite
common men. But let us consider the peculiar limitations
to which these priests are subjected. They have been set
aside from the common sanity of mankind from their
youth up.

In the atmosphere in which Pius XII was educated,
what chance had he to acquire even the most genefai
ideas abour modern biology or modern thought? Life
is too short for knowledge anyhow, but consider how

much of his brief candle has _guttcred to waste.

educt sle. from his natural allowance of
O ed by the services of the

here is a round of ceremonies he
they consume I do not
nsiderable moiety, and,

urch. Every day t
- perform. How many hours
w, but they must mean 2 €0
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apart from that, there are the priestly duties pf the con-
fessional, the arrangements of fasts and festwals.. They
do not leave him much time for extraneous reading, A
common British or American out-of-work living on the
dole and reading the abundant Iiteratur? qf an ordi_nary
public library, can, if he has the curiosity, acquire a
knowledge of modern biology and modern thought and
modern ways of life, incomparably greater than the
equipment of any Pope who has ever lived. The out—'of-
work has the advantage of a considerable and growing
mass of digesred biological thought and fact upon which
scientific enquirers have spent a succession of lifetimes
—which he can read without restriction. Even if the
Pope had been free to read modern scientific literature
in such scraps of time as were available for that purpose,
he would still be a relatively ignorant man. But a Cath-
olic priest is not free to read what he likes. His reading
and thinking are elaborately controlled and rationed.
The Church is so essentially out of harmony with re-
ality and the truth of things, and is so aware of it, that
it has had to train its priests from the outset to shut their
eyes, to close their ears.

Warch a priest in a public conveyance. He is fighting
against disturbing suggestions. He must not look at
woten lest he think of sex. He must not look about
him, for reality, that is to say the devil, waits to seduce
him on-every hand. You see him muttering his protective
ful” 'Ih’{iughts", ; S

as cating. Its

: gh all the glamour of hig
mcense and so forth, to

ber of the hierarchy. W

vestments,
the Pope, as to any other mem-

i e are dealing with ideas left over
rom the Dark Ages, in the brains of 3 being at once

pu?rile,‘ perverted and malignant. Pius XII, when we
strip him down to reality, showed himself ag unreal
and ignorant as Hitler. Possibly more so. Both have been
incoherent and headlong men, whom chance has made
figure-heads for the undisciplined foolishness of this dy-
ing age. The mere fact that a man by accident and mis-
direction can trail a vast trace of bloodshed and bitter
suffering about the world does not make him any the
greater or wiser. Before mankind gets rid of it, the
Papacy may be drowning our hopes for the coming gen-
eration in a welter of blood—in an attempt to achieve a
final world-wide St. Bartholomew’s Eve—and it will
not add an inch to his stature nor alter the fact that t_he
Pope, any Pope, is necessarily an ill-educa_tcd and foohs.h
obstacle, a2 nucleus of base resistance, heir to thc? tradi-
tion of Roman Carholicism in its last stage of poisonous
decay, in the way to a better order in the world.




XXIII
WHY DO WE NOT BOMB ROME?

This chapter was written while World War 1l was still being
fought. For the sake of its historical value it is being left in this
new edition as originally written by the autbor. [The Publishers]

1 cur THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH from The Times of
October 27th, 1942. “The air raids on Italy have created
the greatest satisfaction in Malta, which has suffered so
much at Axis hands. At least the Italians now realise what
being bombed means and the nature of the suffering they
have so callously inflicted on little Malta since June 12th,
1940, when they showered their first bombs on what was
then an almost defenceless island.

“As that bombing was intensified, especially since the
Italians asked Germany’s help in their vain attempt to
reduce Malta, the people’s reaction became violent and
expressed itself in two words ‘Bomb Rome, which were
written prominently on walls in every locality.”

On June 1st, 1942, the enemy bombed Canterbury and
as near as possible got the Archbishop of Canterbury. But
‘what is a mere Protestant Archbishop against His Holi-
ness the Pope? : e S s s

- In March 1943 Rome w

* *This was written just before the
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We are at war with the Kingdom of Ttaly", which

m;%de a particularly cruel and stupid atrack

a!hes Greece and France; which js the homel IEPO? -
cism; and whose “Duce” Mussolin; begged agrtizulFﬂls’
for the privilege of assisting in the bombing [r:f Long(r)g

There.are also Italian troops fighting against our a]ﬁeé
the.Russmns. A thorough bombing (4 Ia Berlin) of the
Italian capital seems not simply desirable but necessary.
At present a common persuasion that Rome will be Jet
qff lightly by our bombers is leading to a great conges-
tion of the worst elements of the Fascist order in and
around Rome.

N.ot only is Rome the source and centre of Fascism,
but it has been the seat of a Pope, who, as we shall show,
has been an open ally of the Nazi-Fascist-Shinto Axis
since his enthronement. He has never raised his voice
against that Axis, he has never denounced the abominable
aggressions, murder and cruelties they have inflicted
upon mankind, and the pleas he is now making for peace
and forgiveness are manifestly designed to assist the es-
cape of these criminals, so that they may presently
launch a fresh assault upon all chat is decent in humanity.
The Papacy is admittedly in communication with the

Japanese, and maintains in the Vatican an active Japanese
observation post.

No other capital has been spared the brunt of this war.
' Why do we not bomb Rome? Why do we allow these

o pen and declared antagonists of dt‘m(.)cratic freedom to
~ entertain their Shinto allies and organise a pseudo-Cath-

fall of Mussolini and the surrender
Traly.
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i tuction of democrati ;
(a)g:ccl.d;ls]tiﬁzt;?;;prises and tre.acheries oti tl;:ls waiza]lr_\w
this open preparation of an internal z?tt‘a::: Epo(; )1';6 re-
habilitation of Europe? The answer lies in the liberate
blindness of our Foreign Office and opens uga very seri-
ous indictment of the mischievous social 1S}nFe?gTat10n
inherent in contemporary Roman Catholic activities,

¢ freedom? Why do we—

freedom.” _
~ He went on to

APPENDIX

(The following interview with Mr. H. G. Wells by
M?‘.‘ Jobn Rowland, editor of the London ‘Literary
Guide, was published in the Mareh, 1944, number aof
that magazine. )

: IT WAS ALMOST FOUR YEARS since I sat in the
library of Mr. H. G. Wells's house, overlooking the green
expanse of Regent’s Park. Those four years had been very
eventful, both personally and nationally, for most of s,

I recalled Mr. Wells's most recent contribution to the
better understanding of present-day tendencies—the Penguin
Book called Crux Ansata, with its forthright atrack on the
Roman Catholic Church—and so I asked him: “Do you re-
gard the Roman Catholic Church as a definite menace to
human freedom?”

There was no mistaking the seriousness of his reply. “I
think,” he said slowly, “that it stands for everything most
hostile to the mental emancipation and stimulation of man-
kind. It is the completest, most highly organized system of
prejudices and antagonisms in existence. Everywhere in the
world there are ignorance and pre}udif:e, but t'he greatest
complex of these, with the most extensive prestige and the
most intimate entanglement with traditional institutions, 15
the Roman Catholic Church. It presents many faces mwz{rds
the World, but everywhere it is systematic in its fight against

discuss Crux Ansata and the vast indigna-
155




Crux Ansata

tion against it which had been poured forth by the organs
of the Roman Catholic Press. “Do you think,” I askcd,_ “ﬂ.mt
these protests are to be taken quite seriously? Can such indig-
nation be really worth its face value?”

Mr. Wells smiled characteristically as he answered: “That
is not at all an easy question. I myself think that icrc is a
deep undertow of scepticism in the Roman Catholic worlc.l_
But most people are loth to change the atmosghere of their
upbringing. I have known one or two priests fairly well, and
they have made it plain to me that to leave the Church means
such a rupturc of old habits, ties, and associations that for
most temperaments it is as impossible as jumping off a liner
in mid-Atlantic, There is no such trouble made for a Protes-
tant who chooses to go Catholic. The Roman Catholics
know how to organize the maximum of social pressure and
distress for anyone who has doubts. Up to a certain point
they will tolerate doubt so long as outward conformity is
maintained. Heresy-hunting and the Inquisition are possible
only where the Church is strong; where it is weak it may
be very complaisant for the time being.” :

“I believe,” I added, “that you have had some interesting
exchanges on this topic of the war-time and post-war posi-
tion of the Church with the editors of various Catholic
journals.”

“And,” he said with some emphasis, “they have been re-
markably illuminating on the quality of Roman Catholic
discussion when it is facing a sceptical Protestant commu-
nity. One point of great interest is the way in which they
dodge the plain admission that a Roman Catholic has no
mental freedom, and imply that he is in no way prevented
from reading any modern philosophical literature. They
affect a humorous attitude. I am ‘ignorant’ and so on. There
s, they declare, an Index of forbidden books, but mostly

Appendix

these are books by heretical : T :
delusion that any other books ags t&?&?gadeiliolthls JUIE 3
Quite a delusion,” he repeated with a wry Sm“; ﬁ{*j;l.thf?l,
be brazened out b}’ most of them. But one eminent C;:hzﬁlcl:
teacher, more honest than his fellows, in an outburst of
frankness wrote to say this was a mere controversial t:' 0,
; ick.
Mr. Wells picked up a bulky batch of documents and e
lected one of them. “Here is the letter,” he said, and read';
“11.1&;3: I say that I do not agree with Bedoyere in his cc'm-
tention that you were frightfully ignorant in supposing thar
your hook would be forbidden to Catholics? Though it is
quite true that your book may never be put on the Index,
it seems to me to be the type of book that is ipso jure for-
bidden to Catholics in C. 1399, 2, 3, ¢, and 6 of our Codex
of Canon Law. It is open to Catholics to argue that blinkers
are excellent things; but 1 find it bard to see bow we can
honestly deny your contention that we are in blinkers.”
“The whole Liberal, Rational, and Socialist literature of
the world,” he said, “does not, and could nort, by reason of
its abundance, figure on the Index, but—you see—every
practicing Catholic must take the advice of his confessor
upon his reading matter.” Mr. Wells paused, and leaned for-
ward in his chair, a finger pointing the emphasis. “Besides,
my dear Rowland, consider Southern Ireland, thaF poor
emasculated neutral, and the sort of futile role that it must
play in the post-war world. Directly the priest gets weH_ mtc:
the saddle he starts a censorship and pulls down the blind.
“I think,” T remarked, “that it was Michael de la Bedoyere,
the editor of the Catholic Herald, who accused you of mi?;
ning away from his invincible arguments. What was ¢
 truth of that matter?”

_ “Trying to conduct a square discussion with a Roman

. Catholic,” he sid, “is ke trying to use a ive eelasa walking
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stick. See here”—he picked up 2 document——“w_here th(f
worthy Bedoyere announces: ‘C-.mx Aﬂmt[f feedmg Nazi
propaganda. H. G. Wells, by a tu.‘ncly altering ft}f his own
conditions, has evaded the invitation of the editor of the
Catholic Herald for an early meeting to discuss the mis-
statements in Crux Ansata.’ Yes, and he prints my letter to
him declining the proposed encounter. But where is the
letter to which mine was a reply, and which made me aban-
don that seductive lunch? You see, with true Roman Catholic
dexterity, he has taken the obvious expedient and omitted it."”

Mr. Wells handed me a bulky bundle of correspondence,
and invited me to glance through it, extracting any items
which I thought would be relevant and of interest. All that
I can uscfully do here is to remark that Mr. de la Bedoyere,
after saying that he would give Mr.Wells a marked copy of
Crux Ansata, with all those points regarded as errors plainly
indicated, suddenly stated, in a letter dated November 10,
1043:—

“Inn my view the book is so stiff with mis-statements, half-
truths, innuendos, and logical fallacies that any attempt to
furnish you with a full case against it demands what is tanta-
mount to another book, over-burdened awith authoritative
references.”

“In other words,” explained Mr. Wells, “de la Bedoyere
was not prepared to let me know in advance what he ob-
jected to. Consequently I was unable to meet him, though
he now says that he is writing a book in reply to mine. When
that appears maybe we shall lunch together, as suggested!
But I doubt it will happen, because T am convinced that
what_eve_r wonld take place would be falsified afterwards by
Mr. de la Bedoyere in his paper.” -

“You thinl this is typical?” I asked.

- into the growing

Appendiy

“It represents the mental quality of this d
{(:)cmpus of th.e Ram?m Catholic Church,’
‘st gasp. In Southern Ireland, throughout Cor
tral Europe, in Italy, in murdered Spain, in dictztorq.id‘d
Por'tugal, and wherever it can wriggle its tentacles, it ﬁa}:;
against all that we are fighting for, The nearer jt deavre -
death, the graver is the problem in human sanitation we
shall one day have to face.”

I<cAnd how,” I asked as my final question, “can the Ration-
alist Movement do its part to destroy these reactionary forces
and pave the way towards post-war reconstruction?”

Again he was in deadly carnest as he replied, and I trust
that all Rationalists will pay due attention.

“Speak, publish, challenge every falsity. Avoid true and
social intercourse with Roman Catholics, since they have in-
vented and developed a complex boycott of liberal thought,
and will do the same with you. Condemn every mixed mar-
riage which introduces the priest into the menage as the
supervisor of the children’s education. Resist the diversion of
public funds to the upkeep of Roman Catholic schools, with-
draw patronage from Roman Catholic booksellers, organize
public protests at the inordinate preference shown by the
B.B.C. for Jesuit fiscourses, and so on. Fight intolerance with
intolerance. We have tolerated the Roman Catholic Church
in England for more than a century, believing tljl’at it would
play a game of candour. We know be.tter now.

I know that some of my readers will not agree that any
such policy would be wise or practical, just as many 'goocli:
democrats believe in complete toleration of those enemies od
democracy, the Fascists and their friends. But as 1 emcrge-
gloom of Regent's Park at dusk I was com
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pelled to concede that Mr, Wells’s attitude to the post-war
world had at any rate the merit of being logical. He has seen
the Roman Catholic Church as the thoroughly evil, obscur-
antist body that it 15, and has suggested a way in which we
can meet and defeat it with its own weapons.
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