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AIR INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO. 100-203-79

The relatively close publication
dates between the noteworthy
Estimate of the Situation produced by
Project Sign and Air Intelligence Report
No. 100-203-79 dated 10 December
1948 and declassified on 5 March 1985
from TOP SECRET, makes the latter
one of the most important documents
recently released under the Freedom of
Information ACT (FOIA). We are
indebted to Robert Todd for his diligent
work . in  obtaining this valuable
document and to Peter A. Gersten for
providing a copy to MUFON.

RUPPELT
A brief review of the historical

document titled Estimate of the

Situation, classified TOP SECRET, isin
order, especially for those who may be
relatively new to Ufology. Probably one
of the most reliable sources is Edward
dJ. Ruppelt, former head of the Air Force
Project Blue Book as related in his
book, The Report on Unidentified
Flying Objects (Doubleday, 1956).
Quoting from page 41: “In intelligence,
if you have something to say about
some vital problem you write a report
that is known as an ‘Estimate of the
Situation.” A few days after the DC-3
was buzzed (Eastern Air Lines pilots
Chiles and Whitted, July 24, 1948), the
people .at ATIC (Air Technical
Intelligence Center, Wright-Patterson
AFB, Dayton Ohio) decided that the
time had arrived to make an Estimate of
the Situation. The situation was the
UFQ’s the estimate was that they were
interplanetary!”

EVOLUTION

After the estimate was completed,
typed and approved, it started up
through channels to higher level
echelons, When the Top Secret
Estimate of the Situation reached the
higher echelons of the Air Force, it got
to the ldte General Hoyt S.
Vandenberg, then Chief of Staff, before
it was batted back down. The general
wouldn’t buy interplanetary vehicles,
saying the report lacked proof. The
estimate died a quick death. Some
months later it was completely
declassified and relegated to the
incinerator. A few copies were kept as

By Walt Andrus

momentos of the golden days of UFOs.
Captain Ruppelt saw one of these
copies which he described as a thick
document with a black cover and
printed on legal-size paper. Stamped
across the front were the words TOP
SECRET.

GORMAN

In studying Project Sian's Air
Intelligence Report No. 100-203-79,
some of the identical UFO sightings are
reported that Ruppelt relates in his
book as appearing in the “Estimate.”
The publishing date for the Estimate of
the Situation was late Summer or early
Fall, since it preceded Lt. George F.
Gorman’s dodfight with a lighted object
over the airport at Fargo, North Dakota
on October 1, 1948 {one of the classic
cases of that era). Prior to Mr.
Gorman's death, he lived in New
Braunfels, Texas, only 14 miles from
MUFON headquarters. My wife and |
have had the pleasure of sharing his

© UFQ experience over dinner on a few

occasions. George was far from being
convinced that he had been dueling

with a lighted balloon for 27 minutes as -

the Air Force ultimately decided. His
wife said he was “while as a sheet”
when he arrived home a few minutes
later after his harrowing encounter.

SIGNIFICANCE
~ The vital significance of Report No.
100-203-79 may be attributed to the
evaluation of the UFO phenomenon as
known in 1948 and ‘the technical

possibility that German scientists in .

Soviet Russia (1.5.5.R.) had developed
and perfected a craft with the flight
characteristics of a UFO after World
War II. It is not surprising that ATIC
personnel proposed that saucers were

interplanetary in origin in their Estimate .

of the Situation.

ACTION

We are extremely fortunate that
Report No. 100-203-79 did not suffer the
same fate as the Situation by being
destroyed. Two documents,
declassified on January 29, 1985 and
stamped CONFIDENTIAL, disclosed
the designated action to be taken

regarding this report.

1. Memo dated 11 August 1950 to
CG, Alaskan Air Command from
AFOW-TC; Subject: Downgrad-

- ing of Air Intelligence Report No.
100-203-79. The response: Subject
document, for which your
Command requests downgrading
action, contains info and
speculation on the “flying saucer”
situation which have never been
released or intimated publicly by
the Air Force.

2. Memo dated 25 September 1950
from Dept. of the Air Force Has.
U.S. Air Force. Subject:
Destruction of Air Intelligence
Report Number -100-203-79. The
instructions were: 1t is requested
that action be taken to destroy all
copies of Top .Secret Air
Intelligence Report Number 100-
203-79, subject “Analysis of Flying
Object Incidents in- the -U.5.."
dated 10 Dec 1948. It was filed
under: 313.6 Records, Destruction
of 17 Oct 50. -

If the instructions, had been
followed explicity, this report would
have been destroyed. Will the FOIA
requests being initiated recover a copy
of the Estimate of the Situation that
Captain Ruppelt saw in the Air Force
file?

EDITING

The original copy of the report
from the Directorate of  Intelligence
Headquarters United States Air Force
and the Office of Naval Intelligence
Navy Department contains 26 pages
plus a cover and index. The copies of
the photographs were of such poor
quality that they have not been
reproduced in this issue of the Journal.
After extracting the majority of the
UFQO photographs, and flying wing-type

_aircraft, the 26 pages were edited

physically so as to retain the text of the
report. Two photographs of flying-wing
aircraft were substituted for the original
rough copies for the benefit of Journal
readers (YRB-49A and XF5U-1).

It is unusual for MUFON to devote
amonthly issue to one specific article or
report. The editors feel that the
significance of this report warrants

maximum exposure. _
3



ANALYSIS OF FLYING OBJECT INCIDENTS IN THE U. 8.

EUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

PROBLEM

1. TO mwternd tactics of “Flying Baucers’’ (hereinafter rderndto as flying objecis)
mdtodevolwconchslonautotheposslbﬂltydcdstm

FAC’I‘S AND DISC UBBION

2. ADETAn.EDducuulondmtormnuonburmgmtheprohhmuuttoﬂhtbweisattnc.hod
as Appendix ‘A", Themaj.npomtsostabuahedtherdnuetmlﬂudbolw. - o

8. THE FREQUENCY ©f reported incidents, the sl.mmrity io many of the c.hugctertstlcs attributed
to the observed cbjects and the quality of obeervers considersd as & whole, support the contentlon
thet some type of flying object has been observed. Approximstaly 210 incidents have been reported.
Among the observers reporting oo such incldents are tralned mnd sxperienced US. Weather Bureau
personnel, USAF rated officers, experienced civilian pilots, technicians moehud with various re-
search projects and technictans employsd by commercial airlines.

4.mpwmmmﬂmnwoummmdﬂmommwermu.s weremﬁuencedby
previous slghtings of unidentified phenomensa In Eurcpe, particularly over Scandinavia in 1946, snd
mattheohsmmnmnmmmmgmymmwhommgpenmﬂpubucm
have been copsidered an possible explanations. Bowever, these posaibllities seem to be improbable
when certaln selecied reports such as the ane from U.S. Weathar Puresu at Richmond are examined.
During observations of weather ballocms at the Richmond Bures:, cne well tralned cbeerver has
eighted strange metalllc disks on threé occasions and another observer hus sighted a simllar object
on opne occasion. The last observatico of unidenttlied objects was in Aprf), 1847, On all four occa-
slons the weather balicop and the unidentified objects were in visw through the theodolite; These
observations at the Richmond Bnrm oecu:rrod several months before publicity on the ﬂyi.ng saucers
sppeared in a US. newspaper,

6. DESCRIPTIONS OF the flylng objects fall imto three ‘configuration categories: (1) disk-shaped
(2) rough cigar-shaped (3) balls of fire, Varylng conditions of visibllity and differences in angles
at which the ¢bjects may have besn viewed iniroduces a possibility that a single type object may
bave been observed rather than three different types, This possibllity is further substantiated by
the fact that in the areas where such cbjects have been observed the ratic of the three general
commrnimutwrddmﬂdythem

8. THEREFORE, HmeoﬁoﬂMMm,mu.MWMmdm
object cannct be readily accomplished cn the tasis of information reporied on -each incident. It

is possible that the object, or objects, may have been domestically launched devices such as weather
balloons, Tockets, expermentalnyingwlngmcrm or celestial phenomena. It is necessary to
obtaln information on such domestic activity to coafirm or demy this pogsibllity, Depending upon
mmmmmmhmmmmmummun
poasibility,

7. THE PATTERN of sightings is daflnable. Bightings have been most intense throughout the states
bordering the Atlantic and Puacific coast lines, and the ceniral siates of Ohic and Kentucky. A map
showinclocaﬁonutnichﬁngslsattmheduAppmdn“B” '
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8. THE ORIGIN of the devices is not asceriainable, There are two reasonable possibilities:

(1) The objects are domestic devices, and If so, thelr identification or origin can be establighed
by 8 survey of all launchings of alrborne objects, Domestic flying wing type aircraft observed
io various aspecis of flight might be responsible for some of the reported flylng objects, particu-
larly those described as disks and rough ciger shapes. (See Appendices ‘‘C'’ and “D".) Among
those which have been operational in recent years are the XF5U.1 ('Flying Flapjack”) developed
by Chance-Veught, the Northrup P-36, and the turbo-jet powered Northrup YB-40. The prasent
existence of any privately developed flylng-wing type alrcraft has not been determined but cne
such alrerafi, the Arup tallless monoplane, was operational at South Bend, Indians, prior to 1%35,
(2} Objects are foreign, and if 80, it would Beem mast logical to consider that they are from s
Soviet source. The Bovwiets possess information on & mumber of German flylng-wing type aircraft
such as the Gotha P80A, Junkers EF 130 long-range, high-speed jet bomber and the Horten 228
twin-jet fighter, which particularly resembles some of the description of unldanuﬁod fiylng objects
{See Appendix “D") As early es 1024 Tacheranowsky developed s ‘‘Parabola’’ aircraft, an ail
wing design, which was the outcome of considerable Soviet experimentation with gliders d the
same general form. BSoviet aircraft based on such designe might have speeds approaching trans-
sonic speeds attributed to some fiying objects or greater over-all performance aasuming the
successful development of some unusual propulsion device such as stomic energy engine.

©. THAT THE Soviets have a current intersst in flylng-wing type aircraft e suggested by thelr
uillization of Dr. Guenther Bock who, at the end of World War 1, was in charge of the flying-
wing program in Garmany (Se¢ Appendix ‘A", parsgraph 3, page 4). Achievements matixfactory
1o the U.S.E.R. are indirectly indicated by the personal recognition he 18 reported to be Teceiving
in the U.SS.R. Recently §t has been reported that the U.SS.R. is plamning to bulld & flest of
1,600 Horten flying-wing sircraft., Information of low evaluation has been recelved stating that a
regiment of jet night fighters, Model Horten XINH, 15 at Kuemikha, an air base two milas south-
west of Irkuisk. Kuzmikha ig jdentified ac one of a number of airfields for the protection of an
atomic energy plant at Irkutsk. The Horten XTI as developed by Germany was & gllder.

10. ASSUMING THAT the objects might eventually be identified as foreign or foreign-sponsored

. devices, the possible reason for their appearance over the U.S. requires comsideration. chen.l

possible explanations appear noteworthy, viz:
2. To negate US. confidence in the atom bomb as the mosiudn.ncodlnd decinive wespen
in warfare.

b. To perform photographic reconnalssance missions.
c. To test U. 5. alr defenses.
d. To conduct familtarization flights over U.S, territory.

CONCLUBIONS

11. SINCE the Air Force 15 responsible for conircl of the air in the dafense of the TE., 1t is
imperative that all other agencles cooperate in corfirming or denying the poesibility that these
objecis have a domestic origin. Otherwise, if it 15 firmly indicated that there is no domestic
explanation, the, objects are a threat and warrant more active afforts « ideptification and inter-
ception.

12, IT MUST be accepted that some type of flying objects have been observed, although thelr
identification and arigin are not discernable. In the interest of pational defense it would be
unwise to overlook the possibliity that some of these objects may be of foreign origin.



<. . APPENDIX “A"

ANALYSIS OF FLYING OB]EC‘I‘ II*UIDENTB l'N ’I'HE . 8

AND HYPOTEETICAL TACTICS EMPLO‘!'ED

l m'I'RODUC'I'ION To formulste the posslble tmctlcs of ﬂying objects rcpoﬂed over. the U. S

assumes Irom the cutset thst firm cooclusions heve been reached on both the existence and origin

«of the reported Dying objects. The current status of ioformation ¢n such Incidents and over-sll
analysis. doss not allow substn.nthtlm for such conclusions. However, the lack of such firm con<
clusions: polnts to the necessity for an lmmediate and. sound statistical snalysis of every aspect of
the situation and does not preclude s toncurrem examination of the reported .incldents: to. develop
-explanations of their possiblé tactics, The lattar will ‘be useful st some future. date- should the -

existence and origin of the flying objécts be definitely esiablished. ' Therefore, the to]lowins analy- :

sis of available informaiion ls advanced in order to present Mdmo on thé actusl existence of
some type flying object and to relate same i6-tactical purposes for which the objects are possibly
designed. The following discussion must be coneidered a provuiom.l tmlm. pendlns a further
det.a.lled nnalyatsdnuupectsoftheproblem . i _

2. SOME ASPECTS REGARD]:NG FLYING OBECT INCIDEN'I‘S A curlory mminnuon of erﬂdence
on - repo en en: € o clte certaln :ennra.utles whlch 11 nppears

mybebomeunwmm;nedmﬂmhnebouammpw

Amongthemcldeuts report.od thmmmmmemmbynuahlemdupoﬂmed persons
which tend to confirm that flying objects have been seen. The description of such objects seems
to fill roughly imo three categories: (1) Bllver disks or balls, tpprodmnﬂuﬁt‘.ﬂm‘tenwin'gtype
alreraft; (2) Balls of fire of virious colors and'intensities; (3) Clgur or pencl-shaped objects
nlmﬂar!nlppeanmato‘v-ztyperockets !nhorl:mtnlﬂi(ht The pumbere of configursiions
.might be further rsﬁucodvlththetonowinxoonslderﬁlom in mind:  Silver disks or balls bhave,
for the greater part, been observed in daylight and a mumber under clear westher conditions with
wisibllity unlimited. In most instances, balle of fire have been observed at night. Clgar, or’
pencil-shaped objects have been sighted in fewer numbers but with about -equal distribution in
daylight and-at pight. A few sccounté tell of the diaks having & Tough cigar-ghape when. viewed
-‘while maneuvering. m«mauumamrwummmh&yugm. It there-
fore I8 posslble that a single type of object may be involved in all sightings, and differences in
' description may result mm vlewmg the objecls at urious angles and wunder differing conditions
of viaibllity, : ' o

The above tends to Indicate that some type object has ‘boan ssen and the poa#lbmty exists
that the object or objects seen are comventional domestic devices, such %8 westher balloons, test
rockets, orjd-.qniwadnircraﬁwﬂhpncaheorﬂytuvlucmtmm

The- possibliity exists that the veporting ufﬂytnx objects myhneboenhﬂumcedbymner
reporte on similer incidents in Scandinavia and Centril Europe, The publication in newspaper of
detalls on such Incidants, both foreign and -domestic, may have induced woms of the description
providndmuportoddcmesuctmldent& However, one of the earliest reported sightings 1n the -
UE. wae the one observed by US, Weather Buresu persomnel in Aprll 1947, et Richmond, Virglnis,
nndon&hebumdthismrepoﬂlttppnrsthnthemmmthnm It would seem that
thhalghﬁngmnotinﬂuencedbythereporud!mmlncm thounupermountsd
»domuuc tncldmts mwmmlmummdammwm ,
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Although reported domestic incidents are widely scattered throughout the U.E., frequency of
sighting and number of observers per sighting assumes s definable patteru. There is a large can-
centration of sightings sloog the Eastern Seaboard; anctber large conceniration throughout the
Western Coasl states, and a few sightings in the Middle West. Distribution of incldents by con-
figuration of object and description of maneuverability is approximately equel in each of these
areas and this 1s balieved to further nuhsta.uﬂ.uethepoulbmtythumotwodohjoctmlgmnwe
been observed in differenmt aspects of flight,

'ﬂnlghu.mnmmducodbyrmor, it seems umusual that more incidents have pot been reported
irom the areas with high copcentration of population. “Reports ‘trom such areas would also have
greater facllity in chamneling either to newspaper or officlal reporting agencles. Far the most part,
sightings have been made in fairly open couniry where there are few restrictions to viaibllity, which
may indicate that obetructed wision has reduced sightings in bulli-up sreas.

ltthardonmmthuoomtypedﬂmwjocthnsbnnobuﬂod.tholdcunﬁmumot
its origln requires the competion of other anslymas.

3. POSSIBLE -ORIGIY OF UNUSUAL FLYING OBJECTS. Provided, upon the compistion of analyees,
11E‘mmclomeormamerepom%ﬁobmmmUS.mdwwm,

the objects could from a logical viewpoini, be considered Soviet. It is evident from the perform-

ance characteristics atiribuied to the unidentified objects at this time that if they are forelgn, they
lavolve efficiencies of performance which have not béen realized in any operational alrboroe device
in this country. It would, therefore, be s mistake to analyze the technical aspects of the situation

within the limits of our own knowledge af practical developments, It i8 more dasirable to consider
then the outer lmits of possible Soviet developments and objectives in attempting to formuiate some
idea of the tactice which might be involved.

First of all, the sclentific objectives of -the USSR. have bean staled many times and indicated
in many forms. The most clearcut statement of this objective is probably the one comained in the
preamble to the Fourth Five-year Plan (1046-1950) which matas that the objective of Soviet acience
is:t0 overtake and surpass the sclemific and techuical developments <f the capitalist pations. It

_apparagtly would be an hmpossibie task for the Boviet Unlon to accomplish such an objective by pro-

ceoding step-by-step along the same lines of development already achieved inthe capitalist natiome.
This would mean that it would be necessary o rapldly proceed through each phase of asropsutical
MWMM&WMmmme-W,WyWMuMVe
any prospects of accalerating Soviet developmernt beyond any point by the US, The obwious
answar to accomplish their objective af not only overtaking, but surpassing the capitalist countries
would be & scientific shortcut. This posesibility is not a0 remote whep examined oo the basls of
our knowledge of the current situation in the US.SR. Provided Soviel emphasis was given to the
most promising and sdvanced ideas acquired from Germany 4n 1646 and the wark aided by German
sclentists, the poesibllity of catching up and possibly surpaseing other natlons in technicsl develop-
ments becomes more realistic. ]t becomes even more realistic if the Sovieis bave shown a itendency
to concentrate on certain developments which have still not received s maximum of priarity 4n our
OwWD programs.

It 15 known that the US.5.R. has since 1045 enllsted the pervices of Dr. Quenther Bock, &
German who headed all -development of low aspect ratio {fiying wing) type alrcraft in Germaay,
Dr. Bock 1s belleved to be the top German scientist in charge at TSAG! and TEIAM which ure .
*Alr Materisl Command” type organizations in the USE.R. Further, it is belleved that Dr. Bock
has made avallsble all German plans for fiying wing type aircraft to the Boviets, Among the de-
aigns consldered by the Germans and possibly explolted by the UB.S.R., are jet-propslied, fylog
wing type alrcraft whose configureiion would be similar to descriptions of certain -cbjects reported
flying over the US. The sstimated speeds of such aircrafi are within range of the Jower limity
of spead asttribated to flying objects over the U.B. ltlsmttmpo‘siblathu-mphu on surpassing
tomigndsvdopmuhhnlodmmmhmmmmw UESF. In con-
pection with possible sdvancemenis in the field of fusls and propulsion, it should be obserwed that



the’ Russhn oll situation (reea.rdless of estlmmd oll raserves) is quite d.l.ﬂemm trom thai in u;e

. US. For-example, U.S. ofl industry is prepared to turn out tremendous qunnnuoa af highly trac.
.tlonated petroleum products, while the U.S.S.R. cannot rn.sonably approach such capabilities - This
consideration dictates different solutions ‘on fuels for propulsion in the two countries and in turn,
dictates the direction taken-in development of. jet motors or the use of other propulsive devices
We ‘must therefore, arrive &t the conclusion that any Soviet device which may have made lts. .

. sppearance over the U.S. ss described, would possess unusual performance charscieristics which,

. 1o all probability, would mcludemsualnngo Theponsibunythltthey cotudhavebeenuunched
'._uhirlyc.loaenngeshouldnotbedlm.rﬂed : ) ,

o 4, PCGB]ZBLE REASONS - OR TACTICS FOR THE USE OF SOVTET UWOWEMTOML AIRCR.AF'I‘

have been ﬂown over u:e U.S for one all, or a combination ot the touowing rmons
: a TO NEGA‘I‘E U.B. CONFIDENCE m ATOM BOMB AS THE MOST ADVANCED. AN'D DECISNE

APON. the objects have N used In & PropagRbda gense, it would be reasonable 10 RESume

- mwletﬁ ‘would. choose ﬂrst to trlghtan pro-Amerlcan natlons in Europe wﬂh the ‘Appearance.
Cof 8 rad.lcally new weapon to counteract the ability of the U.S. to obtaln full propnctnda effectives
pess’ with the atom ‘bémb., It will be remembered that ‘strange objects first appesred over the -
Scandinavian countries in 1946, The objacts observed theré had unusual range and unusual per-
formance ch.aracter!stlcs _As this ‘demonstration over the Scandinavian countries occurred the
" US. was making a vlgorous campaign for the economic and political alignment of these nations

- with ‘other pro-Americas Western Eurcpean nations. When these incldents subsided, strange flying

objects began-to be observed at an Increasing rate over the US. The conclusion oo’ this polnt is

‘that flylng objects may have been used to frighten both European nations and the U.S. by the appeéar-

ance of @ pew device, and that fallure'to ldentify such & Soviet object would give them invalusble

indication that U.S. developmem 15 far behind that of the Sovlets. Except for this indication, It is
belleved that the use of the objects to promote fear has bsen worthless in that the U.S. public bas
tended to characterize these incidents entirely as hallucinations by *‘crack pots”, misidentification
of comenuona.l objects, or that they represent a secret American project which should not. be pub-

. licized. Any fear that might result from Soviet use will come anly by a discovery that the objects:'.__: -

-have been Soviet alrcra:rt and that they l.nvolve radical developments whlc.h are in advance of our
owD. nccompltshments

b ‘FOR PHOTOGRAP’HIC RECONNAIBSANCE It 15 possible that the Soviets have cmployed the -

ﬂying objecls for the collectlon of phbolographlc imelligence or the mapping of certaln areas In thé -

- US. The evasive action employed by all objects sighted indicates not so much an. atternpt to avoid
belng slghted, as an attempt to prevent disclosure <f the exact type 'of flylng craft and iis mission.

The sighting of objects over the U.S. has been most intense in Eastern and Western: Coastal smes._; '

In additlon, sightings. of flying objects bave been made near Oak Ridge, Tenn., Las Cruces, N. M.,

- and in the general area of ‘the Hanford Works in Oregon.. Geperally, _sightings have notbeenma.de
- over what we consider strategic indusirial areas. The remson for this might be either that the

* fiying ‘objects have bean observed cnly enroute to or from missions over these more concentrated
strategic areas, or that the Soviets obtained sufficlent imformstion during their World War I laison
with- US. industry to satisfy thelr intelligence requirements and have & more active requirement
for information on industries. and areas which were not svailable to them during World War II con-
tacts. This i1s af Interest o connection with the sightings near Ouk ‘Ridge,.Las Cruces, and in the -
geperal area of the Hanford Works since these establishments were not, and are not, accessible to
Sovlet collectors of photographic intelligence.

c.' TEST OF U. 5. DEFENSES. It is poaslhle that the use of Soviet flying objects over the US.
s intended only 1o determine the abllity af the U5, defenses to spot foreign aireraft. This would

-be of exireme importance to the USS.R. in the event that a one-way all-out attack of Soviet strute- -

gic bombers is planned. Abiility to operate over the U.S. uniphibited at a tisse when the U. 8. Is
supposedly re-srming and putting grest stress on dafenses would provide valuable information oo
whtc.h o hase _estimates for proha.bmty of succasa in bombing mtrategic objoct!ven in the U. 8.

e
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d. FAMILIARIZATION FLIGHTS OVER U.S. TERRITORY. This possible reason 15 perhaps the
most Improbable. I Is assumed 1hal, should thls purpoée be imvolved, other purposes are prob-
ably also accomplished 1n it execution. Provided the U.S.S.R. has unusually high performance
alrcraft they might find it advantagecus to familiarize themeselves with the topography of the U.S,
in anticipation of future combat missions to strategic targets.

6. CONCLUSION. The conclusion thati some type of flylng object has been observed over the U.S.
setme 10 De substantisted. 1t is not known at this time whether these cbeervations are misidemtifi-
catlons of domestically launched devices, natural phenomens, or foreign unconventiona) sircraft. It
15, therefore, impossible to make any reliable explanation for thelr appearance over the U.S. or the
tactics which they may employ i the objects observed include any foreign developments in mero-
bautical flelde. It 1s llkewlise impossible at this time to contain discussions of pogsible perform-
ance characteristics or tactice within Umiis of practical reason, Y for no otber reason than the
fact that proof of the existence of s forelgn developmaent of this type would mecessarily inmtroduce

comldermonsdmprmclpdsmdmmmtmcmmndpncmnmﬂbm i our own
reasarch and development. ' , :

CRAELDS-NRT -
APPENDIX “B”

REPOQRTED SIGHTINGS OF FLYING OBJECTS

AS OF 1 AUGUST 1648

by
g ot
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Map of the U.S5.A. with sighting locations
(Not legible on FOIA copy)
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APPENDIX “cr

SELECTED  REPORTS OF FLYING OBJECT INCIDENTS

their reporis are presented in this , along with thoee from possibly lsse rellable sources
vhohnonportodcﬂdmewhlcbiudmchamthtncmdhm '
2WOFWM arranged follow:

wmmmmdmmm size. The disk appeared to be moving rather
rapidly, nmmammmum.wmmmmw.mmmwm-mu

.2'?,000 !utl.nnhmlmr

be
aimumudobomlothutﬁl&@tﬂ,ﬂmmwmmga-mw

'dtpoed.luvingnotnmngdecta

c. mnmuaoow:mmamdaww SOmnunonhM of Lake Meade,

Nevads, ap Alr Force lisutenant reported seelng five or six white circular objects in close farma- .

ﬁtmmnmmmdmmmm ‘This sighting occurred on 28 June

4. The fcllowing day a perty of three, two of them sclectists, were motoring along Highway 17
toward the Whits Sand, New Marico, V-2 firlng grounds and reported eeslng & Jarge disk or sphere
mwwu.mwm.nmmammomt % was o

.
g

same cay, WURNEEEINS. «f Phoenix, Arizocd allagedly saw a disk circling his
locality during sunset and took two photographs. ‘The resulting pictures (page 9) show a disk-like
a square tall io plan Zorm. These photographs have been examined
-true photographic images and 4o not 10 be imperfection io
emulslon or {mperfections in the.lens. (Beel'lea 1,2,8ad 4

Esg
I
i
g
5E.

Figures 1, 2, 3 and 4 not legible on copy
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g- On 10 Juy 1847, Mr. T _ .1 & Pan-Amerlcan Alrways mechanic reported e circular object
flying at high velocity, paralleling the eartl’s surface and leaving & trall which appeared as &
“burning up” of the cloud formation. The sighting occurred near Harmob Field, Newfoundland.
Two other persons aiso saw the trall which remalned In the eky for sbout an hour and was photo-
graphed by ancther PAA employee. The resulting photographs support Mr. Woodrut!'s observation
es far as the sky cleavage 1s concerned. (See Figs. § and 6.} .

-

Fig. 6

h. On 29 July 1947 <DNDMERNR while flying near Tacoma, Washington, reported a formation
of fiyiny objects: His sketeh of their shape correcponds closely to that shown in the pholographs
made by Mr. S, On the same day, two U. S. Alr Force pllots at Hamilton Fleld reporied
two {lyinz disks tralling a P-80, following It toward OCakland, Callfornia.

f. On 4 August 1847, the pllot and co-plilol of a "DC-S. fiying for one Al Jones, near Bethel,
Alaska, reported a fiying disk larger than their alreraft. This disk crossed thelr path at about

1,000 (eet and they turned to give chase. The DC-3 was flying at 170 mph, but the disk flew-out
of sight in four minutes, ) '

j» On 12 November 1947, two flying disks tralling jel-like streams of fire were reporiedly
cighted from the bridge of the tanker Ticonderoga, according to the second officer. The Tlconderoga
was 20 miles off the Orepon shore. This officer sald the disks were In sight 45 seconds, moving
a a speed estimated at 700-802 mph, curving In a long, low arc.

5oty -1 -



12

ST

k. On 7 January 1848, a National Gusrd pliot was killed while attempling to chase an unidentified
object up to 30,000 feet. While it is presumed that thic pilot suffered anoxia, resulting in his crash,
his lagt message 10 the tower was, ‘It appears to be metallic cbject....af tremandous aise. .. directly
ahead and slightly above....] am trylng to close for a better book.”

1. On 6 April 148, three tralned balloon observers from the Geophysics Laboratory Section,
Watsor Laboratories, N.J. reported seelng a round, indistinct object in the vicimity of Hollmar Alr
Force Base, New Mexico, It was very high and fast, and appeared to executs violant maneuvers
at htga:I speed. The object was under observation for approximately 30 seconds and dlsappesred
suddanly. - .

m. A yellow or light colored sphere, 25 to 40 feet in diameter was reported by 14. Comdr.
Marcus L. Lowe, USN, just south of Anacostia Naval Alr Station, D.C., while he was flylng oo
S0 April 1648, It was moving sl a speed of approxXimately 100 mlles per bour at an altitude of
about 4,600 feet. Although winds aloft were from the north-northwest, its course was to the
norih.

2. On 1 July 1648, twelve disks were reported over the Rapld City Air Base by Major Hammer.
These digks were oval-shaped, about 100 feet long, flying at & speed estimated to be in excess of
500 mph. Descending from 10,000 feet, these disks made & S0-degree to 40-degree climbing turn
accelerating very rapidly umt!]l out of sight. : : o

6. On 17 July 1848, a report from Kirtland Air Force Base describes a sighting in the vicinity,
of 8an Acacls, New Mexico, of seven unidentified objects flying in a *I** formation et an estimated
height of 20,000 feet above the terrain. The formation varied from ‘‘J” to *‘L” to clrcle after
passing the genith, Flashes from the objects were obsarved after passing 30 degrees beyoad the
‘zenith but there was po smoke or vapor trall. H the reportad altitude is correct the spesd was
estimated &t 1,600 miles per hour, according to the report.

p. Other sightings of lights and treils, rather than disks, have been reportad, vie: :
(1) On 12 Geptember 1947, the plict and co-pllot of & Pan American alrcraft, en route from
‘Midway to Honolulu, saw s blus-white light approsching, changing ic twin reddish glows upon
withdrawal. The pilot estimated the speed of the light at about 1,000 knots.

(2) Op 15 June 1646, Mr territory manager for the B.F. Goodrich Company,
observed & reddish glow with a jet exhsust in the vicinity of Mliles City, Montana. This
glowing light made pc sound, traveled about twice the speed of a cooventional aircraft and
fiew from noth to south several times in a wide arc, finally dissppearing over the horizom.

q. During the early moming of 25 July 1948, two Eastern Alrllnes pllots reported having ssen
a huge flylng craft simiar 1o & V-2 pass their sircraft in flight. (See.Figs. 7 and 8.) The
attached drawings made by these two observers very closely resembie a flying object reported to
have been seen on 20 July 1648, by QMM chie! lovestigator of Court of Damage Inquiry, and
his daughter at Arnham, Netherlands, Thif object appeared to be s winglegs aircraft having two -
decks. The craft, sighted four times through scatiered clouds and unlimited vislbility, was travel- _
ing at high speed al & high altltude. A sound simiar to that made by a V-2 was reported. .

r. An object, simllar ln shape to the ope in the preceding incident wus reported by an experienced
American pewspaper reporter about 25 kilometers northeast of Moscow on 3 August 1948. A Russlan
acqualntance ldentified it ms & rigid alrsbip but the reporter disagrees because it flew at » high, but
not excessive speed. ' )

6. On 1 October 1948 at approximately 2030 hours the pllot «f a F-51 alreruft, 2nd Lt. George
F. Gorman (North Dukota Alr National Guard), flylng near Fargo, North Dakota, sighted an inter-
mittent white light about 3,000 feet below his 4,500 feet crulsing altitude. The pllot pursusd the
light which appeared to then take evasive tactice. The object or light out-turned, out-speeded, and

out-climbed the F-51 in every instance during the attempt to intercept. The pllot lost comact 2?

12 - B an29-a
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minutes after the initia) sighting. The same light was observed by three other witnesses from the
ground: Mr. UEFFRGENEES, Air Trafflc Cootroller, Mr. Asslstent Tratfic Con-
trollen, and Dr“ Oculist. A comparison of all testimony revealed that ooe object
was sighted and that it. consisted oaly of & small round ball of clear white light with nc apparent
shape attached. It was about 6 to 0 Inches in diamter. At times It traveled faster than the F-51 .
and performed mansuvers in an evastve manner. When first sighted the ball of Mght was travel-
ing at an estimated 250 miles per hour. Under this condition, the light was not cantinuouns bt
'blinked off and on. At high performance the white li{ht was cantinuous. Subsequent investigaticn
eliminated the poasibility that this incident may have been ancther aircraft or a metecrological
balloon,

L. On 18 November 1048 at approximately 2145 bours, three reserve pliots, 2nd Lt. XKenwood
W. Jackson, 20d 1t. Glen L. Stalker, and 2nd Lt. Henry G, Combs, fiying near Andrews  Fileid,
Maryiand, encourtered an unidentified flylng object. When first sighted, It appeared to be lighted
and flylng =t about 1,700 feet. Three or four passes were made in an atiempl to identify it. The
pliot of the aircraft stated that while diving his aircraft at approximaiely 240 mllse per hour, the

. object would climb vertlcally and then would drop below the alrcraft from behind and cootinue to

circle. On thg last pess, the landing light was switched on and momaniarily a dull gray glow
from the object was obeerved. 1i. Combs statad be maintained coniact for about ten minutes with
the object fiying between the lights of Washington, D. C. and his airersft. All that eould be
obamedmanoblmghanvithonemm.mwlngsmdﬂommme It finally made &
very tight turp and bheaded toward the east coast at an estimated 600 to 800 milles per hour, At
the same time Staff Sergeant John J. Xushner observed from the ground an umusua] object in the
alr over Andrews Fleld. Heltatedt.hnt!tmmt.veryhlchandthmudldliollookme.m

3. REPORTS OF radar intercepts point 1o unususl air a.ctlvlty which may be relatod to flying
objects,

2. On 1 July 1647, a GCA radar st Hokimido, Japan picked up an unidentiied target at 16 miles,
wuhaspeedmucesstOOmph Th.lstarcetsplumtot'ourcets uc.hesumatedtobehrger
than & P-61.

d b.Chlﬁ&cpfemberlﬂ?,mmrmrnf‘ukm]npn.n,plckednpata.rgetu%mﬂdsmd
trailed it to 190 miles, where it faded, Speed was 840-000 mph. The speed measurement, made

~ by a good ¢rew thraugh 2.70-mlle track, 18 belleved accurate.

- 4, lnvesucanons conducted by Hendqumrs Alr Materiel Comml.nd have definiiely established
the identification of 16 of approximately 210 so-called flying saucers whlch have been reported.
Approximately nine per cent of the total mumber of incidents are, therefore, eliminated from
further specific ‘considerstion. Among those incldeps positively explained, three were hoaxes,
two were irom unrelisble witnesses. In the remaining 13 eliminated incidente, cbjects were
actually eean but mmmmmmmmmmmwmmm.mm
logica)l and carnival balloons, and airborne cosmic ray experimental equipment, The following
examples are presemed for compn'laan of the informaticn reported by witnesses and true idemtifi..
cation of the object involved: :

s. On 22 July 1948, Captain 'Be.nry Glover (Ordnance Reserve) and his wife observed at Van
Nuys, California, an object which they were unable to positively idemity. Object st first appeared
10 be round and loocked llke a weather balloon at about 2,000 feet but there was no characteristic
bobbing. The wind was blowing on the ground but the objectmqultestudy During the time
it was under observation, about ac hour, it traveled through a vertical arc of about twemy-Itve
{26°) degrees or more. The observer concluded thal it was not a celestial body. It has a blulsh
luminescence and as the sBun set, the object’s color graduslly changed to orange at dusk and ceased
to be llluminated almost instantanecusly. The mnllnemclurlndtheurvnsclearﬂth
visibility uniimited. The object traveled from the east to the west, .

This object was determined by lnvesunticm to have been 2 balloon carrymg cosmlc ray
oquipmam :

bl R - 16 -
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b. On 1¢ August 1648, at epproximately 1050 hours an unidentified flying object was visible
from the ground at Godman Alr Force Base, Kentucky. This object was estlmated to be at gbout
30,000 to 40,000 feet altitude, spherical in shape, bright allver color and gave r bright reflection
ifrom the suc. An F-61 was dispatched from Standiford Alr Farce Base, Kentucky, to observe
the object. During observatioo from the ground, there was no change in the slevatiop of the object
and it seemed to be moving southwest from Godman Afir Force Base. The F.H1 which was fiying
over Godman AFE at an altitude of 30,000 1o 35,000 feot reported that it was unable to locate the
object although it was stll]l visible irom the ground with the naked eye. Azimuth and elevatlon

- readings were taken by thecdollte every minute and the path of the object was charted.

The object was determined to be the planet Venus by Mr. Moore, the head sstronomer at
the University of Loulsville, Loulsville, Kentucky. It is believed that earlier incidents wt Godman
Fleld (reference paragraph 2k, page 12, Appendix *‘C’’'} may alsc have been observations of tbe
planet Venus,

5., AMONG THOSE incldents still not positively explained, reported observations differ to some
extent, but three general categories of sightings emerge -- the flying disk, the ball of fire and
the large jet rocket. Imeresting obsarvations that were noted are:

&, Most of the objects are a thin disk, round on top and flat on the bottom. The from half
of the disk i5 often circular, sweeplng back to & square tall across the full width.

b. A blgh rate of ¢itmb as well ap the apparent ablility to remalp motionless or hover for a
corsiderable length of time is indicated. :

¢, Reported slzes have varied from that of & 25-cent plece to 250 feet In dlameter, and from
the size of a pursult piane to the bulk of six B-29 alrplanes.

d. Speeds have beern estimated throughout the entire range from very slow or hovering to

supersoulc, ‘

. Sounds and visual tralls are pot pormaily associated with the sightings.




APPENDIX D"

FLYING WING TYPE ATRCRAFT

1 AFRONAUTICAL ENGIN‘EERS in swer-a.l countrles have been engaged tor some time in the
design, construction, and flight o ﬂymg wing type atrcraft. “The study of fiylng objects requires,
&t least, s briel examination of proposed and existing unconventiopal aircraft whose configurstions,
when seen by the uninitiated, could lead to reports of strange nylng devices. A description aof
some of the more significant types by country follows,

2. GERMANY. At the end of World War J1, German aircraft designers had numerous projects
under way concerning tailless aircrafi which eoncetvably could be mistaken for “Flying Saucers’’
or disc-like objects. It s not clear just what the Boviets are doing In the way of developing
these projects but 1t 16 considered that German studies on tallless, delta-wing, and related con-
figurations are avallable to the USS.R.

2. ARADO NIGHT AND BAD WEATHER FIGHTER, PROTECT 1. This is a tailless, low-wing
monoplane with swept-back wing of large root chord and having a long, narrow fuselage,

Span 80.3 feet
Length 42.5 tont
Power Plant 2 HeS O11 turbo jet units
Max, Speed (sea level) 441 mph

Max. Speed (29,500 feet) 503 mph

b. ARADO E 581-4. A high-wing tallless single-seater with a single jet unit mountéd
fuselage. Thandrudderunﬂsuemmﬁedonthewmgmdwuymtmehgemdw
8t the tralling edge.

in the
log Up

Span 20.3 teet

Length 18.4 fect
Power Plamt 1 HeS 011 turbo jet unit
Max. Speed (sea level) -

Max. Bpeed (pervice celling) «-

¢. GOTHA P 60 A, This was the first of the I 60 serles of jet fighters. 1t i a fiying wing
type and, since the pllot and observar ile prone, there 1s no projecting canopy, thus permitting a
particularly clean design. Thejetunﬂ.slremmﬂeduthormdthoemrucum ons above
and one below. , .

pan " 40 foat 81/2 1w

Wing Area B04 square feet
Power Plant 2 BMW 003 turbe jet anits

Max, Bpeed(ZE.OOOteet) mmhlwhwr

d. HEINKEL P 1080. This s 8 si.ngle-seat fighter with a nh.nrply swept-back wtug rsaembllng
s ﬂylng wing type bul baving & slngle fin and rudder wnh ‘00 tall plane,

Spau ' o 120.2 feet
Wing Area- .- - 219 equare foel
No performance esumates n:re avallable. -~ -

e, JUNKERS EF 130. Of the {lylng wing type, this project was established ns a long-range,
high-speed jet bomber.

Span 78.8 feet .

Wing Area 1200 square feet

Power Plant 4 HeS 011 turbo jet unlts
Mex. Speed : 820 mlles per hour

Range 3700 miles

Al Dbt -17-
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1. ME 32¢. This i a talllecs mid-wing monoplane driver by two pusher propellers with the
englnee centrully located in the wings on each slde af the stubby rounded fuselage.

Length 25.4 feet
Max. Speed 455-465 miles per hour
Power Plant 2 DB 803 reciprocating engines

¢- HORTEN WING. The closest resembiance to the estimated configuration of *’Flying Disks"
is represented by the Horten Wing aircraft. Work oo the Horten 229, a twin jet fighter, had pro-
greesed to the fina] stages ai the end of World War Bi. Iis prototype, & Harten gillder, success-

fully socared to an altitude of 14,200 feet as early as 1938, provuu the soundness of this deslgn.
(Flgs. 1, 2 and 9)

T
3. GREAT BRITAIN. N
a, THE ARMITRONG WHITWORTH. The AW 52 G, a glider, and the AW £2, & twin-jel atr-
planc, arc DBrillsh designs af talllesc aircraft. The vertical stabilizers are located at the tipe
of the swept-back wing. (Figs. 4 and 5) Data on the AW b2 appear below.
Spa.n 80 feet
Length 37 teet
Max. Speed (sea level) 435 knots
Max. Speed (20,000 feet) 435 knots
Max. Speed (38,000 feet) 417 knots
Range 1300 peutical miles
Power Plant 2 Nene II turbo jet unlts
g UMTLI: OTATES
7 Ao INROP 8-35. T 12 o yine wing type aireraft, power=d by four reciprocaling engwnes
anc hal o Wile Spx. of 270 feat and o letcth of only DT feel. (S Fug. €)
L. NORTHROP Y& 44, Powered by elght turbo-jel engines, this alrplane is the jet-propelied
versiorn, of the Northrop Flying Wing (B 35). (See Flg. T)
. SRR
of
{

Newest Northrop flying wing is YRB49A which features new mounting for its six jet engines, Pressurized craft is designed
for phofo-reconnaissance purposes, cerries crew of tix. I is powered by Akison J-35's, has undisclosed speed and range.

‘Fig. 7
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¢. CHANCE-VAUGHT XF5U-1. Developed by Chance-Vaught Alrcrafi, this radical design
promises the reallty of high and low speed performance. Powered by two R-2000-2 englnes,
the airplane will have a sSpeed range of from 40 to 425 miles per hour. (See Fig. 8) -

Fig. 8

6. ALTHOUGH APPENDIX “D’’ is not intended to explain conclusively the phenomencn of “Flying
Saucers’’ the possibility of unconventional type sircraft being the cause of flying disk reports must
not be overlooked. )



THE NIGHT SKY
By Walter N. Webb
MUFON Astronomy Consultant

AUGUST 1985

Bright Planets (Evening Sky)

Saturn, in Libra, is now low in the SW during twilight, setting about 11:30 PM
Daylight Time.

Jupiter, retrograding westward in Capricornus, reaches a point opposite the
sun on the 4th, rising in the ESE at sunset and remaining visible all night. This
largest of planets now shines at its brightest (magnitude -2.4).

Bright Planets (Morning Sky):

Qur brilliant planet neighbor Venus rises about 2:45 AM in midmonth and is
well up in the east before sunrise. Shining at magnitude -3.5, it appears only 2
and 3/4° north of telescopic Halley's Comet on August 1.

Late in the month ruddy Mars reappears dimly very low in the east at dawn.

Jupiter sets in the WSW at sunrise.

Meteor Shower:

The year's best meteor display, the Perseids, runs from about July 25 to August
18, peaking on the morning of the 12th at a rate of about one meteor per minute
toward dawn. A waning crescent moon that moming interferes somewhat.
Perseid meteors are swift, yellow, bright, and often leave smokelike trains
behind thern.

Halley's Comet:

Now is the time for amateur astronomers with medium-to-large telescopes to
begin looking for Comet Halley, the most eagerly awaited astronomical event of
this century. Rising in the eastern sky between 2 and 3 AM, the still distant
comet will appear telescopically as a tiny dim 13th-magnitude smudge in the
upraised club of Orion the Hunter. Avoid the full moonlight by searching
around the middle of the month. The comet’s position on the 15th is R.A. 6h
01m, Dec. +19° 07’ {Epoch 1950) near the star Chi2 Orionis. Halley will not be
visible with the naked eye until December or January.

Moon Phases: O

Last quarter--August 8 .
New moon--August 16 0
First quarter--August 23 O

Full moon--August 30

The_ Stars:

August evenings bring the Summer Traingle high overhead. Just to the west of
the bright stellar trio lie the faint sprawling constellations of Hercules the
Kneeling Giant (look for the so-called Keystone, a small wedge-shaped box)
and Ophiuchus the Serpent Bearer shaped like an Arab’s tent.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
By Walt Andrus

Robert Guenette Productions
in- Los Angeles, California, received a
contract from H.B.O. (Home Box
Office) to produce a current UFO
documentary for their national cable
television service, MUUFON has been
working with Mr, Fred Rosen, the
producer, for several months planning
this important film contribution. The
majority of the field interview filming
was done during the week of May 28
through June 2nd, starting in
Albuquerque, N. Mex., followed by
Houston, Tex., New Orleans, La., New
York, and finishing in Boston, Mass.

In this brief and timely
announcement, no attempt will be
made to review the many significant
UFO cases that were filmed or the
names of the numerous people who
contributed their time and resources to
make this documentary not only
entertaining, but an educational film of
professional calber for the fifteen
million viewers who subscribe to this
service.

* 4 ‘*

Mr. Rosen has advised that H.B.O.
plans to show their new film, tentatively
tited “UFQOs: What's Going On,”
during the month of August 1985, so
watch your published HBO schedule
for showing times in your area. Since
MUFON members played a major part
in this production, we want to thank
each and everyone of you for vour
cooperation and enthusiasm. This film
has the potential of being one of the
most significant UFO documentaries
produced to date.

My Director's Message has been
confined to this one important
announcement, due to space
limitations, in order to publish the
majority of Air Intelligence Report No.
100-203-79 titled “Analysis of Flying
Objects Incidents in the U.S.,” dated 10
December 1948.

MUFON

103 OLDTOWNE RD,
SEGUIN, TX 78155
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