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INTRODUCTORY PREFACE

Rudolph II, Emperor and King of Hungary, and King
of Bohemia, had a sincere interest in obscure learning,
and was an amateur alchemist. Among the celebrities
who assembled at his court was Michael Maier (1568·
1622), one of the outstanding scholars of his time. The
Emperor ennobled Maier with the title of Pfalzgraf-­
Count Palatine, and appointed him Private Secretary to
His Royal Person. Maier was a practical chemist and asso­
ciated with many researches in this field. Whether he
was successful in accomplishing the transmutation of
metals is uncertain, but his enthusiasm never waned.
Maier visited England in 1615, and circumstantial evi­
dence sustains the belief that he met Dr. Robert Fludd, a
learned physician who divided his attention between the
practice of medicine and dictating his voluminous writ­
ings to an amanuensis when no patients were waiting in
the office. Count Maier and Dr. Fludd were the most
important Rosicrucian apologists of their time, but
neither seems to have laid claim to actual membership in
the Fraternity of the Rosie Cross.

Maier published his Tbemis Aurea in 1618. The text
was in Latin, and the work was printed in Frankfort by L.
]ennis. There were other early editions, including a
translation into German. Gardner, in his catalog of
Rosicrucian books, describes the volume as an important
work containing the laws of the Rosicrucian Order. The
first edition in English appeared in 1656, and includes a
special dedication to the "Honoured, Noble, Learned,
Elias Ashmole, Esq." The introduction is still in Latin.



Count Michael Maier included references to the
Rosicrucians in many of his later writings, and the infor­
mation contained in the Verum Inventum is probably
the most important. In the last section of this book the
Rosicrucians are introduced as meriting universal
esteem. The author makes the firm statement that the
Brothers of R.C. actually exist to advance inspired arts
and sciences and provide an asylum of piety in the mun­
dane world. All the writings of Maier are rare, and only
the Tbemis Aurea seems to exist in English. The book
includes a curious anagram which Maier presents as the
hand seal of the Brothers of R.C., and he recommends
that ingenious persons should examine and interpret this
device. It is obvious that the arrangement of letters can
spell our ROSIE CROSS by the repetition of the same
"S." In the midst of them is a large capital "M," which
reminds the thoughtful reader that when the tomb of
Christian Rosenkreuz was opened the mysterious book
"M" was found therein. This large initial suggests one of
the plates designed by Johannes Gichtel as a frontispiece
for Jacob Boehme's Mysterium Magnum. According to his
text the three "M's" stand for Moses, Messiah and
Mysteriurn Magnum. John Hayden claims to have pub­
lished the Rosicrucian book "M" under the title, The
Wise Man's Crown: or the Glory of the Rosie Cross, (Lon­
don, 1664). The text of this little volume hardly sustains
Hayden's pretension, bur there is no other work with
which it can be compared.

It has long been suspected that the early publications
supposed to have been issued by the Rosicrucian Society
or its initiated members, including contemporary
translations, contain ciphers. It is certainly significant
that several works on cryptography appeared at about the
same time. It is essential to possess an original edition or
photographic copy to decode any message that could have



been concealed in the text. The present reprint meets
this need. It is identical with the 1656 edition with one
exception: the text has been slightly enlarged by photo­
graphy so that it is easier to read, and possible
peculiarities of type will be more evident. Those work­
ing with Lord Bacon's biliteral cipher will find the
enlargement of the letters especially helpful. If the
biliteral cipher was used, it could be inserted into text in
any language, even without the knowledge of the author,
or after his death as no change of wording is involved.
(See Bacon's Ofthe Advancement and Proficience ofLearn­
ing)

We have added the engraved portrait of Michael Maier
from the 1617 edition of his book, Symbola Aureae. He is
presented in court costume, accompanied by his coat-of­
arms.

Manly P. Hall

The Philosophical Research Society, Inc.
Los Angeles, California
August, 1976



1HEMIS AVREA.

s
THE

WAL
OF THE

FRATERNITY
OF THE

K 0 S 1 E CK 0 SSE.

Written in Latin by Count
M I C H A ELM A I E R U 5)

And now in Englifh for the Infor..
mation of thofe who feek after
the knowledge of that Honourable

and myflerious Society of wile
and renowned Philofophers,_.- -.-..,..-----
-~.e non [ecimus ipfi
ViX en. nojir« voco-

Whereto is annexed an Epif1:1e to
the Fraternity in Larine, from fome

here in ENG LAN D.

LONDON,
Printed for N.Broo~ at the Angel in

Cornhilh J 6 ')6.



+~~+i')T~T,i~+*t

To the moil excellently
Accompliih't, .

The one1y Philofopher in
the prefent age:

The Honoured, Noble,
Learned,

ELI A 5 ASH MOL E, Efq.

SIR,

(:}g$~O few and precious is
~~ S '* that number ofthe[ons
~F~~Fof Wifclol1t, whicb the
Creator (as fo many 1ewels)
hath laid 1$P in his Treafury
from the beginning, for the a­
dornation ofthe World, d'S that
more then one cannot be afforded
to fland as a Golden Candlefticft

A. 2 for



The Epiflle
for the holding forth that Lu­
cerna Dei to the[ons ofmen,by
the light whereof the moft re­
clu[ed Myfleries, botb naturall
and divine ,may in rome mea­
Jure ([uch as is fit for us to
".!t()W while we remain in there
earthly tabernacles)be difcove­
red to thofe diligent & bumble
fee~rs who mal~ it their bH­
jinefl to [earch after the ltnow~

ledge oftheCreator in the worh!
his hands have made.

That this WdS the principall
end and defign of the divine
goodnefl in beftowing yourfelfe
upon the 'World, we are [Hil,
convinced by thofe Scintilla­
tions which our eyes (dim as
tbey are)ha'lleJeen dartedfrom

t!Jat



Dedicatory.
that uxor folis which hath its
habitation in your breaft: and
although wejbould be fruftrate
ofour ends in the pre[ent de..
ftgn,tis an happineflgreat enough
that we have lived at fuch a
time,and in[uch It place tIS hath
given w the opportunity to
kJzow and be acquainted with
a man in wbofe bofome God
bath fo abundantly flored up the
treafures of allforts ofWifdOitl
and ~owledge. The main ofour
wiJbcs are that we may fo ac­
quit our[eloe» as that you may
have no caufeto repent of thofe
bJndneffes and refpects where...
with you have or}hall honour

Your fervanrs,

T~' ~:~H. S.



The Preface.

T He Goddefs Themi,;- after the
Deluge being asked of De1~"

calion and pyrrha, how Man­
kind fwept away with the over...
flowing of the Waters.Ihould again
be refrored and mulciplied , corn­
manded them to throw over their
heads the Bones of their Great
Mother: the which Oracle they
rightly interpreted concerning the
fbonesof the Earth, and thereby
attained their aetlred end; For
which caufe 7 hemi.r; was afterwards
[Accounted the firft Promulgarrix
of Laws. Put without doubt Her
anfwer was not thus underftood by
the ancient Poets , who fuppofed
that {he rather Ineant that ~an­

kind was generated by two Ilones,
the Male, and rheFernale, whence
proceeds the wonderful! multipli-

cation



The Preface.
cation of that Golden Medicine:
For the Man Deucalion) andhis
Wife PJrrha are the Gabritiftf and
Beitt, the Sun and the Moon, which
two by projeCtion of their Sped­
lick Irones can multiply even to a
thoufand, PJrrha within is ruddy~

not unlike the colour of Flefh e al­
though Her outward garments are
white, and fome have named Her
according to her cloarhing . Den­
cation is a Lyon, not in body, but
fpirituaHy; 110t in fhape, but ope­
ration; becaufe He is Co cruell to
his Wife that he kils her, and then
bewraps her with his bloody man­
tle. But very few have attained
the true knowledge of the Oracle;
fince moil men apprehend it to be
only an Hifrory, and thence draw
fame wholfome Morals,which here
have no place, neither were they
ever intended. -

And now this Title is vindicated
'Viz.why wecall it theGolden 7hemis

which



which I Dedicate to the COurle()uJ
Header.

For feeing it is as much the Pro­
perty ofa mao to reafon, and judi..
cioully to determine.as it eflentially
belongs to a bird to fly, or an horfe
to run and rraverle the Fields; we
would not impofe on any, or feem
to deprive them of their native
freedome by captivating any ones
Iudgement.

It is [aid ofthe whetflone, that
being it felfe blunt, yet it fharpens
other things; and though the Steele
and flint have not aCtually fire in
them, yet being flruck againfr each
other, they mutually fend forth
fparkes ; give me leave (I pray
thee) to apply. For if thou reapef]
any profit hereby, I Ihall think my
felf to have been Ierviceable.

Be Candid and FareweU.



.t+'~tJt'$'~~9.

Viris clarifsimis, Iapientif­
fimis & vere Philo[aphis,

Fratribufq; conjunctiflimis
R. c.

s. P. D.
Theod. Verax.
Theophil. C~Inatus.

CVm oculi noj1ri HU11JHfN &
Terrene quadibet ,~e./pi.cienteJ,
in A/tum pauf'o jun/atl effint,

adem colledis Hnlt radiis fixerunt, ut
erE/um & .£thera.fln minus penttrare,
ad uu tamen fine piscula collimare
polJint ; etenim apud nos haNd. leue
habebatur folatium, intueri rllptius,&
mirari ea qu£ cspere non licuit s; &
fane .31mulatio tantum pia eraf,eo non
nifl impet» ferri, quo conjultius ire
metuimus: penna noftra dum humiliJ
forte pulverem tut,excita!Jet,[ed am-

bitinfo



hi/infO admodum volatN ru.illitm ve­
realny, cadat tamen in 4fJUIH} ut AH­
tLzd.£ crimen eluat;immo cadat: in 4­

qum qu£ fllum Idnge jrip~retIJin(Jnf ;
ildeo ut aliqllaIhfHerit gloda labi, &
'1uodam deficerimus Triumpho: fie
meteora caft accen[a micant 6~ ter­
rorem diro incutiuntprecrpitio: Jler7}m
nos tum Pietete ~ tum candore veflro
tanquam alii ntrinq; exp~nftJ fNffulti,
& Jupra Liuorem fordide reptantem,
o-[epr« In[dtil1m inerti pondere de­
gravantem,!acile erigemns:

!f2.!!idni igitur ipfO in v eftibulo fal­
'lJam ejfi rem au;gnremur? quodcunq;
enimjudiciHJ11 de nobis [erstis ; idem
emofumento erit ; .ft blandum ; mox
facilemg;i'll,!ulabinmr Favorem,ji modo
fiveriu!, '1uant'o 1Jtd[!,1J mireri indi!!,e­
mlts:) t&nt~ amplior seneoolenti ..eanfa
ooncednu«,

Et vobis nimium molefti, & nobis
ingratt e/[emus) ft' (t capite ad calcem
bedienreCdUraNt qJfi~rel,e el1arraremus;

'\ . .
utcU''1q; t amen cto» t,tCtturn1ttfS aut

jlultitice



flultiti£fit index,autfitperbit£')utramtj;
vitabimu.r ~ ne in Scyllam incida1?JTis
aut Charibdim. Juvat igitur (Paoe ve­
ftra) totam miferitt feriem breuiter
percurrere:;ut inde quietem & fllamen
fperemul ;/iq1tidem aliquod in!fJrtun#
levamen eft <trN1JtnZfl effittire.

Nobis jeri'o penjhantlbm phi/oft­
phiam' {J 'scbolis eorruptatJt ejJe, e­
quotidie magis horrenda quam ipft
Africa parturire monflra, illico terreri
&t£pimm, & illam dehinc tral1ar~

perborrnimes « eeqeis enim Jui com..
pos pelJori [erpentess arlmovebit:l Itt
vivaciori pungat aculeo ? ecq1tiJ (pe~

rituri inftar natatoris) faltad 'Hnda
sttollieptabit ut celeries imll1n petat,
'Itt profundiHs immergatur{

.1riflotelel) uti ~.,. ceteri ejujde1J'Jt
facil1t£, pbilofOphiam noflram imp(j..
tentifttlJ glori£ fiudio ancillare eoe­
germtt, & nulla bodieuerits«elft ere­
ditur, nift quam illi invenerunt : ftc
nobis plaeila obtrudunt ') & [cientie
«uidos adenco fervituti btfmo inefcare

[olent;



folenf;jed ingt'llti ingenui.r,ft HOn tur.
pes habentur Tituli quos ali2na illis
in{cribitignominia;nee laude dignu1ft
ejt,per qutJrundam ruintM, qua} tot
gradusJitbli11tia amhire.

Non eft noftrum tot [eript« [ecretis
l11x1triantia igni tradit» hie deplorsre;
quorum splendor fatis emicuit , dum
cremarentur; nee ommno incredibile
eft[cintillas multo licet cinere depre[-
[dS) aliquando clarifJimil eruptllruras
face.

NefCit profelfoverittHullaJ /allendi
tecbnas, qu£ larvata 110n incedit ; jed
nuda,ut jt,leneuis & errore refpe{Ja­
toribll1 exhibeat ;unica bee jibi con.
ftat,&quanquam plurimi ejus nomine
Ulantltr, lit tuto nihil cogitantes deci­
piant,iUa tandem faliere prorfus nefeitl
mendaces deteget; qui interim eam
t?fJicioJe infel1antur , non fll14m ipfl
jiatHt,un attingent metam, jed vefti­
gia poft fe linquentqu£ alios pari ft­
licitnte ad eundem litersture api­
eem ducent;



Nos etia11l profPerum nobis fponde­
remus exitso» ':> f neple{}is cujuJlibet
Philofophaftri ambagihui (quod per.
quam difficile eft)paucorum pd/Jlu, li­
cet non£quare ocnlo; tamen coscomi­
tari valeremuJ' : miftri adhuc in In­
mine hd:ruJJ1IJ, & nift' aliquiJ quajia
c£lo nobis viam clilctlndam indigitet,
commune pariter nes mane! Fatllm,
[enes erimus Elemeetarii , Pndet; beu
pudet ! nos caniilenis nefeio quibul
allici;qll£ demulcent, jHxta ac confo­
pilmt, pro comperto habemuJ pluMud1iZ
mille hominum mira conJcl1tit17di ts­
navia periifle; profit interim, nobis
edo{}a aliOr1tm periculis cura, e- Ji
modo daretur optio, nos co/l"l1atione
mori qHallt deJperationeJUpina abfor­
berimaluimHs.

Vas il.1q; (viri Prudenti./fimi)
uot« nifirafollicite peumt; penes quoS'
eft opem [erre i, teneit.uis nojirt£ fat
confeii(untHS,& ideo remedinm qUtE­
rimus: lethali nondum(uti fPerare eft)
morbQ laboramHs, quippc qui male nos

habere



bshere probe adhuc [entimlH; & ille
cttlamitatem prope oidetur evajljfl,qui
ftuporem exeuffit,& adIe rediit,

Languentes fere Ipes noftras fteri­
lifq; uos mitiore lmmanitatis jubare
anima}i!, & in vindemiam canefcere
jufJifti.1 ; ade'o ut libera jam eerte eru­
ditionis pateat Janna: nemo impofte..
rum Artibe« non Ultr« figat,vos enim
exorJi eft" ubi alii omncs Finem fta­
teeruet & eolumnam. Veieti etiam
enarrsbiles funt veftri quavifFacu!tate
progrefftH, ita d .. Clementia PanegJ·
rim Juperat & vel inde licet conji­
cere-nos omni numero abJOlutos, quia
tam mite! & blandi eftis • ii jOlum
Fron/un contrahunt , qui in regis
infcttiam latere oolunt, qui omnes in
partes futH trahent, eo{q; flttis cum
imperio cogent alJentiri, quibuJ ad­
verfari timet1t.

Ignofcite nobis (viri speE1atifJimi)
fi inept? efferamus ilia, quorum adhuc
ignarifumus ; eerie elaboratum exigit
encomium, quicquidjub vejirftf» titulo

in



in lucem prodJl, & Famtt ·veftrllflip­
Jam fola valuit ebnccinsre : nobis ta­
men [erre et furfure liceat tsntis No­
minibuJ litare , qH£ cum (uti par eft)
Iaudare nonpojfimuJ') nobis venerari
Religio erit,

LibeOum veflrumomni ex parte no..
firo animo ufqj congruum qua} nobis
fllummodo conftriptu fuiffe opinemur:)
6- revera Pruvidentia haud 1JUlf!,ariJ
erat, qUit nOJ eCimmeriis plufJuam te­
nebri»nonnihileduxit, et in dubia luce
coUoc~vit,qu£ Solem mox oriri e.fficiet,
et optatamdahit meridiem ubi l1uUtt
fere umbra, aut fattem brevifJima ft
nobisfuciabit.

Nos nonfU1NHJ ex eorn1Jl, lIHmer", qui
elatinimis, cachinno etfannis folen'
ea «coipere ; qH~ Inftit'Mtioni jute non
quadrantperinde aeft Dodris« iBiS' tam
ar(JQ vinculo aUigata ej[et, ut nemojne
e()rN1IJ confilifJ i04m tldirc~ aut[allttare
pojJit :nempe Hi fafluofi fUnt Periplta
tetici, Ifui in Ariftotelis verbajura-runt,
qui Ethllico tledere 11Q1JJi1J#> in[HHm

exitiulJ1-



exitiUHJ Fideles s; Hi fimt qui inani
aura lumentel, orbem iis anguftum ni­
mil conquerunfurJ qui Axiomata(atis
Jar.ga tradunt cui-ois rixs: apta,iJemq;
iifdint [ere uerbis modo aiuHt:> modo
negnnt ; Atq; Hi (Boniviri) ftrenui
a1tdiunt veritatis r stroni ! fed nodu1Jt
quem[oloere nonpoffimt, rifu difrum­
pllnt, probe elZim aliorum laboribus
multum invident, quos in exile corpus
mox odio marcefeere videre erit,

fobi! naufeam crearemus,p ineptia-s
qui/JUs eorum Libri[caent, in medium
proferremus; qu~tiifcunq; 6nim mag­
num Aliquod my{ierium tra{1andum
venit,id vel dubie et obflure abfolvu1tt:l
vel prorfit! negligH1tt: 1!l.!!is ab Arifto­
tele materiam edi(cet ? quam cautus
occultarevoluit,ne inJettiam proderet;
verum quia admodum d~fficile eft ar­
cana bee rimari; an ideo tutum eft
errare ? »sajori quidem commodo id
penitus letet; quiequid!n ulteri1u dam­
num explicatur.e fortaD;! »Julti ingenio
pollentes materiam han« invenire ag..

greffi



greffi fuiJfent, niJiprhu inventum t«
taffe11t.

Nefcimus quonam Priuilegio Ari-
floteles AntecejJoribus eruditione cedens
-(utinam & animi jimplicitate)ft om­
nem ueritatem detexiffi iactitet ; jitt1$
enim habent Littere vices; Cum itaqs;
AriftoteZes omnium etates homillum
l10n vixerit,abfit utnos(niJiin prEnam)
'lJivos cadaverijungeremm, ttlJcriptis
famadeflm{1is, nou«inventa colloce­
resu«,

philofOphia a1stem veftra (viri eru­
ditifJimi) noneft hifee nugis referta,
fed abditiJJimd Natur£ [ecreta clary:..
ftme pandit. Parum Jane laudis ~ft
vilia [eliciter indagdjje,'Hltro produntft
Ittpides qUai ne11l() colligin; iUudfo/um.
modO vobis dignum,quod alios la.!Javit;
6' fumi qui tJmnium fere oculos extin­
xere, veftros reddiderunt acutiorcJ co

philofophia etia ve{tra modefta ejt,&
vere doOa, quippequte 'It Ctelo lap/a eft,
originem S. S, Scripturis debet ,ex qui
bUiveritatem tnt'o difternere licet;1Jihil

#I !quident



jiquidem illic velfufpicatui habere pof­
fumlid', multo minus erroris arguere :
cumigitur unufquifq; Sacram p4ginam
'lielv"'t, quoifum falfa improbo lebore
amplelJimur, & fugitivam deperimuJ
umhram? cur ,gradumJlftimus? quin
materiam cuj,,(q; rei eBib!iil eruamuJ;
Ham pluftuam verifimile eft Deum,
qui liquidu1?l iUI~d Naturte creeui» id
()ptime proditurum; {iquis fcriptis hifte
incuhuerlt, brevi [eiret a qua materia
()mnequod vivie, tllnquam tot rivuli a
mar; fUam haujit originem, nee non
in iUam ludente paulifPer unda exone..
rtttur.

!!2!.!i pertinaciter negant QI$Ofd41»
effi VirOI quolDeul felegit, ut intime
tlIJfleria cognoJcant, jUmmam lariter
Creatoris curam toOunt, quinihil nobis
'Htile & necejJarium negabit. !!!!!i e1Jim
totam univer:fi machinam in human,;
generH ufumfabricatus eft, tum infui­
ipfiur gloriam, tum in noftrftm com­
moaa ejul opera inteUigi vo/uit; 92.!!(J­
f'Hndam igitHr mente! ~ crew elmninll'"

rvit



vii;& cogitationes quidplane divinul»
meditantes indidit;captul fane nofler
adeo humilis ep~uf plurimajUpr~ oires
expenetur s; perpetuis torqueri judiis')

[olitn»: non concedere oculis flmnum,
penes nOIfum;fed nij radii celejies in
menteaccendant diem,ipfts nox oritur
vigiltis; niJiDelis fere inJPerato jitper­
veni4t aexilio; ipft labor eft tantum
operojiuf otium.

Deus igitur Ter opt. Max. uti duo
prima 1I.tundi origine cresoit Lumind)
quibll4 omniaconfPici ac tUuftraripof-
fint, ita qu()rundam animas tanta Luce
affudit, ut Solem ipfum) Lunamq; ne
dit,Jt eccecati int1Jeantur, nt creaturis
Face ilIa ctelefti pr£(int, etfiorere eiH
1ficiant: ita Chaos literatur.e ingfo..
riofam evafit[nbricats, cttlum in ter­
rtlS defeendit') utrunq; centrumfemota
ftperjiciefemet in confpeum1t dedit, et
.fiqUtE adhuc majora')dudemus dicere ea
qHofdam non latere,

Veru»: hane effi Societatem Veftram
'Yi DeHf oracula aperuit) mHlta fUnt

a 2 q1t~



lJu~ 1I(}f inaUcNnt, Nt trtddmUI: Pro ...
babilius quidem tift iUum Etcleflte fu~
potius mirandA Hec indulfurum quam
Ethnicil quifci1ttiUantem NatHrdJ Fa­
cemSoli4ccendunt; 6' fiquando tux e
celo iis micet, magis inde ct¥!cutiunt;
fuippe oculi tenebris perpetuo verfati,
Lumen tampH-rum 111inime fine detri­
mentoferant : Haud dubio Den« iirdem
'1uibusfia myfteritllibere donavit) alia
Jahit benefici~14ltlo iHferiora;qui Lege
Divina peritiUimi[um,ctJ1Jvenit etiaf/t
miDi Natur£ nonjint ignari; quide..
'I1iq; in Vtultin,£ admit!untur con(or..
vU»J, AnciD~ ejUI eodem-paUo ji1t~1

Familiares.
Alia {..binde RAtio 11 quia admo...

dum pauei elli!; vulgus multitudoeft,
fed rudis, nocetq; illi in altumfpirdnti
propria moles,cum interim IImll aut ill..
ter mira fe moveant agilitate,&jUperM
£'vlldant ad llurtH: vilefcit porro quic­
qUid temersrii» omni"m manibHs tre...
{Jatur; .{agAx igitnr Ntttura divitilH
intimu JillU QCCHlt4v#, neprdejcerel1t:

it,.



it4 full habel & Ar! penelralitt; jUi~J

petend.eJunt Gemm£,effoaielta"m eft
AJtru111, Divinum etiamopus eft4H)¢iJiIJ

ut bee ita & iUa inveftigemHs.
FamI/, Veftra i11 linguam tranflata

.Anglicdnam ad noftr~'man1f.f perven#
(editaftmul Pr£fatitJne Viri IUuftriffi­
111i E. v.o-tt, Britaniei 801h) in tU",
j'criplftis VOl plere« modo dignos i~

Societatem adoptatur()1 :
Ite hinc procsl ite ProphtUli.Non d~

cet omnes cujuJeHnq; farin~ hom1tnci..
ones ill tantain Humanitatem il1volare,
aut alios JPei 1JZelioril ea1il· antepedel
pofttam conculcsre : accerrim« interim
in n()biJ exorts eftpugna,)utpote qui ,UJI

tanti favori! immeritos negare 110ft
pofrumu!, fed t'lldemimpo~entia n,bis'
vi[tf. eft Vejir£Grstie[uccumbere, ftc
gauviJi!umus, quiavi{1i, 6 veftrmR
tJ.lCo[culamur Ltturum"
C~terum amputato uno HJdr~capite,

eliudfubinde feattoU'lt) adeo Ht Infor­
tunium. noftrum damno videa/uruire»
tu,quifiv~!fe) ad iHud igitHr tanqHam

Virlu#



VirtNti affine conte",dimuJ, qu()d diffi~

tu!t4#bus acjlllumerofo fateUitiocon­
ftipat1!r : Nobis anfa defuit ad zios
wittendi;,ubi terrarus» vas qu£rerent
Epiftol..e nanfatis C01,tftltit, quibIM no.
minatim litcrs« in.(cribere £ql$(: incer­
tu,1Jt; jiqttidem & Nomina, #Jti & de­
gendi locfI:! quofcunq; nijt" V(jJ ip[Oi
latent.

Paulatim, itaq; invafit al1imos Tri­
flitia, & ~eruli, uti sccidere Jolet
anx#r, h~c tlJerbd ejulavimus. Quid
proderit nobis manus auxiliatrix
qll~ calamitatem noftrarn non at ...
tingar > Sinr Fratres R. C. Viri
Sapientiflimi, edam & Benevoli;
qu}d inde hoc folatii, nili n~s bene:
ficiorum cQmpote~ Iimus e id fane
nos magis torquer, quod in deliciis
habitum non confequamur , uti
fitim accendir augetq; aquarum,
fcaturigo elonginguo Iitasfic novif­
fima f~licitas rerumnas reddidit a.
curiores, HIe enim qui feme! fruflra
fperavir.ef] bis miter..

Altum



Altum fiebito exoriri fl1entillfJI 7Ji..
debatur, & [acta vox a'7rO p.lIx,,"'iTs
hunc retulit Kefponfum. Q.yam Colli.
cite ambitis Fraterniratem, tandem
Dei gratia invenietis; vora veftra
non irrita in aerern evanuerunt ;
hajid dubio qui ejufmodi fcintil..
lam prime accendir, eandem in
flammam erumpere & poreft effi­
cere & vult: pergatis iraq; tanto
flagrare difcendi fludio.S; afcender
ad nos Iicet obtorta face ardens
induflria.

Audit" hifee, timorem omnia Jere
membra modo occupantem abjecimIH,
(}- quafl rediuiuis fpirttm etiam &
agiliores rediere i; omnia deniq;jUpe­
rato dolore Gratitudinem fPirarunt;
mn/tum vel ipfo lapft projecimuJ' :
ftc flures imbre »osnibil deprejJifJ vege­
tiores euadunt ; & eO latius expandunt
folie , qua compendiojius contraxe«
runt.

Plufquam verijimile eft multol aure
allel10s Societates« veftram optare;

jiwdent



jluJenl, IIJA.-rceftuntut trefcat pee,unia,
ut arca impleatur; red revera Op,8S &
omni4 id genus JOrdent, ft eximi~
S:cienti~ dignitM fpdJetur.. iflum
fane Metal/orum Kegem procat.ur JL~"

n(Jr~ntiltl, qut£ exinde 14m profliga t~

[obolis fit mater : Alii porro ut JUp ....
petat iis quodvoluptatibus indulgeant;
Fraternitstem fOlLicitabitnt : ii J cere"
b.rum 11t oeetres« degenereuit; Artefq;
proh neft% ad compotatiene's vOt;ant;.
qui! non miretur aliquem tdrdum'l/en­
tris onus vix poffi poji: [e trabere f
Vrbes GenteflJs ·uno cJatho. abflr6frt~?
Maluimus au/em nos Secreta nefCire~
q1t_~m 'lit iis freti in [celera ruere..
mus.,

Vobis interim (Uri Dot11Jimi) ne
mirum videatur nos inter tot celles
1"4ifere Jaffatos ad Merc1trioI. Iedice»
accedere qui terends»: pr$!1u)nflrent
uias«, Multi profe!1oIcribendi prurit«
laborantes Artibes [cabies« indtccere :
Hie ad magnum Elixar contendet; ille
4d Panac~mjf, uterq; etia»: ./.!lni/!,1JJ4-. ,

tlee



lice flriMe ut obfcuritate Jecipi4Ht ,:
~ot homines totovitdJ curricu/o iK­
ftdarHnt, "" ,quod Author ipfe non in....
tel/exit in eo invenirent? quem igitll'f
in exemplum proponere difficile ad...
modum eft judicatu; etenimfat liqHe'
Ufos qui igneFat140 iI/uP funt, alios
etidm~ne if} ridictdo jnt, in eandem
prouocere [ortem : ita 11Iultum jN'1Jae
inf£lices mjferi~ [ocios ,halluijJe.

Ne igitl!'r inconfUlti habeamur, qui
fpretis pfludo.philojiJphorum pramy:
jls, toti veritatem indaga.'nu.f; terr~'

flerilif ejJe filet, qu£ A1Irum, legit,
nulli! ltocuriat .fiorih1/s, qui pretereu»..
tium oculos deleiient; & ad letestes»
ducant Thefaurum; haud aliter qui
NaturdJ[ecret« callent~ taciturni funt,
& tanquam neftii, rarifJima audire
itt verba, jcriptll [ere nulla emittunt
qu¢ Difcipuios al/ieiant, in/o fe potiUs

,fubducmtt, 'Itt magis occultentsr;alto'!;
flle1ltio uiui jepeliaNtuf.

!<.!!ocird tiquid'o confiat, .nemi1Jem,
licet plurimum fludiis invigi/averit,

poJJe,



~od

pojfi proprio Marte arcana bee attin...
gere ..qui falso interpretati jUnt oete­
rum Fabulas, nOVM tant1lm excude..
runt; qui veri flmt Myft£ omnia de
Jndiifiria tam fPifJii offudere tenebris,
Ht quicunq; ·ea dignofcere aggrediatur,
citius mentemamittat,quam inftrulli­
()rem habeat.

Nos omnia bee tt,nimi! ferio perpel1­
dentes iterrJm atq; iteruse uos obnixe
rogamu.r no./irum mifereri ; oot« no­
ftrtt quoniam grande sliquodfapiun"
faufta ftnt : Fatemur nos adhuc Ju...
ssenes liffe & Tyrone! (uti etio» Epi...
flola minitf nervcfa indicae) fed ani­
musforte nebis [enior inditus .; jlmus
tamen teneri, dum fequaces .. quoduis
[aeileilli imprimitur, quos nulluin
adhuc vitiavit.!?gilJl$JJt .. Sumus etias»
Duo quafl unico animp ad idem tamen
contendentes ;& quid ol'fi:et quo 1Jji...
nits Eraternitse veftra GemeUos uno
psrt« edatl,1ftpote quam DCIUfif,cunda..
oit; fit illi impoflerum numeroj:t,modo
& legitima proles !



!l!!od Religionem attinet; profem
nobn longe aliamens eft aciis qui ex­
cutiunt Deum; clamitent nihil non a
Natura profluxiJft, pereandem confer­
vari &ridiculo DeftniantNaturam :
quiequid oero eft, vel afe fuit, vel ab
ttlio; nihil au/em, cum nondum effi ha­
beat, det jibi originem;ullde ab ejfefJu
adcaufam philofopbando, tandem Ad
Deum mundi Oreatorem afcendemus:
quo oe~!os convertantus~ubi Numen non
. .:>tntueamur.

MonjJrat prt£jente,m q1ltelibet berb»
Deum. ~i Animalia etiam & 'minI..
ralia peifcrutantur, dum miram utri­
u[q; generationem, forte & Tranfmu­
tationem fciant,bene intelligunt !!2!!is
Jt omnium ~ & a : Deus itaq; qui
ipfa 1t Veritt1S, inimicum non habel
l1ij ignorantem. .

!12.!!£ uos de Papa dixiftis, nobis aY­
rident : Religio illa (Ii ReLigio dicenda
fit) licet per SeaM & HeerefeJ' nunc di..
erum tanquant tot vehiculaJPar,c;atur,
6t1.ndem cum illis rUindNJ expelJet.

!l!!em



Sf!!em no"l!Iovent lapidem IdHit~ ,'It
not in antiquuNt Chaos confNndallt:
hie audalJeto Blafphemiam fpirat, ille
fuperftitionem colit ; fI vero tot imma...
nia o- nefandafteler.'I hic impune fe ...
ranI) Deus tandemulcifCetur.

Nullajam (uti fperamuJ) obftacula
ftperfltnt,qute nos It Sacietnte vej/ra de~

#ineant ; fJlA-gna quidem rogavimlu,ftd
IJH4 VOl concederepoteftis: nenolJi; in
t;rimint1. eedantTeseeritss autfegnities,
(jUte du~ runt cujufC1; eui pefteJ, iifiJ.;
flpientiffimi alioquin viri periere; oe­
tJiam itaq; dete(Fratru Amal1tijfimi)
ji in V()I ruerevi{ljimuf,4pertifq; bra..
~hiis no! amp/elli dignamini.
~odJ vobis non vacet rcbu! tam

exiguis adeffi, nOJ{atis confdi fere
IInimnm 4e.fpondeb;mus, & fitcMm­
bentes celo & terre magis forran pro­
pitiis hojCe gemitHs erumpentibus ultra
ftn~ultiblY edemus, Fratres IUu..
flriflimi nos merito Luce Divina
indignos judicarunt ; quo derniim
nos infelicifiirnos recipiemus;rene...

bras



bras modo repudiavimus, nee fa!
eft virginern adeo pulchrarn.Scbene
dotatam.ambire; necefle eft igirur
priftinr m petere caliginem, qua
pullati incedemus, dehinc nodem
deperibirnus, quoniamin .illa ob­
dorrnire turo poffumus, & inform­
nia nullo modo viranda otio per...
tranfire & filentio. Tu interim 0
Coelum ad Tui partem accedere.Sc
in node noflra Irellas fac emicare,
Tu edam 0 Terra omnium vera
mater; fufcira Te in aliamqs abeas
formam, ut nobis opem feras, finu
tuo cadavera ampledere ut deniqj
revivifcanr,

Jltc'Hntj; nos melfora nobis polliee-
mHr; quippe qui pro certo habemuJ oar
jemper vobifmet (onflare, l1empe VO$

n01J,pojfe nos de{frere,niji fitisperjdi;
aJco grlJtnlandum preces noftrlH dep...
derio ve.ftro conJonlH; ft II/men nim1$
Juri & crudele: lumen "llejirum occ'l1l....
tareftaluifti.r, non iUico extiniJi eri...
11JNI ;p.a1Jatim 6 tnrdi1ts Lucerna

noftra



noftra exffiirabit: etenis« /pes nojtr..e
cUm avobis tttnquam medicis longe op­
timis remedium non habeant,jitasad­
vocabunt vires, quibuJ languentem
fitfultire Naturant & defPerationem
pojJint expeUere; nos [cilicet propria
manu ramum prendere conabimur,
q11em Dii oftendere reeufint; ftudiis
igitur indefeJfi, licet Domuflt veftram
S S. spiritus lnvenire non poj]UmuY,
forta./Jit tamen tn vicinum hortum,fttu
jucundum, fr1t{Jibus ornatum, ambu­
laehris hine atq; inde confPieuis ince­
demus, & Fante aqua celejii featuri ...
ente ,ptim levabimus. .,

Et ; am plane verendum eft, ne ultra
limitesexcreuerit Epiftola noftra,& j
votum forfltan placeat, nepetendi pro­
lixits« naufeam creet; d~jJicile etat
nobis grej]Um fiftere tantoftimulo con­
citatis; uteunq; tamen non eft eadem
Epifto/ce & Spei periodus,

Vobis devotiffimi
Theod. Verax
Theoph.Celnatus,



C HAP. I.

That all Laws wh'ch beare the Title of
.Tbemis, ought to refpelJ theirprofit
for whom tlJey were made.

A sLaws do differ not. oneIy in their
. .Inflitutions, but their acceptance;

to, if not Tyrannicallyimpofed.rhey cen..
ter in the Publick good; For if by them
Humane Society is maintained, Jufiice
excecuted, Verrue favoured, fa thatno
man may feare the infolency and oppref..
non ofanother, we may conclude that
they profit and advance a Common­
wealth: If every man duely receives
what ever belongs to him, he hath no
caufe of commencing a Suit with any,or
to complaine, much Idle to engage in a
\Var; but on the contrary, All (as in
the golden Age) {hall enjoy peace and
profperity: But the Laws defend thi$
juaic~by which onely Peace is eftabli.,..

B fhed,



'2. 1he Myftcries and Lawes

Ihed, contention ended, 'Ibemis worfhip­
ped, and taft! y, allthlngs in a flourHhing
Ilate and condition. Whence the Poets
advitedly feigned 'Ibenus to be the
Dauahrer of Heaven and Earth, to be
the suter ofSatuYJ1,ana Aunt to Jupiter,
and have done her very much honour,
and celebrated her Fame, becaufe (he to
confbmtly adminiftred Jufiice: for E­
quicy and upright dealing were by her
enjoy ned, andall Vermes whiclt mign t

render men either acceptable to the gods,
or ferviceable to each ocher, were to be
embraced. She therefore taught themto
live juftly and contentedly, to (hun vio­
lence, injuries and robbery; that they
fhould ask nothing of the gods( as Feftus
obferves) but what Ihouldfavour of ho­
ncfly and Religion, or orherwife that
their prayers would have no good Hrue.
She furthermore {aid that the ~n~at God
did look down upon the earthjand view
the aaions'uf rnenywhethergood or evil;

'and that he feverely punifhedthe wicked
for their iniquity with eternal punifri...
anent; that he rewarded the good for
rhcir integrity with a life which,than
neither end nor decay,
- Others wen of an opinion that this

1hemis



.,/tbe Roficruci4111. ~

'1hcmis was a Prophereffe amongfi the
Grecians, and did foretel what Ihould
happen, by which endowment the got
great Authority; fo that they efleemed
her an Enthufiafleffe , and rhoughc that
{he had familiarity wirh Spirits.nay even
with the gods rhemfelves,from whom {he
(prung and had her Original; to whom
alfo after her deceafe {he was fuppofed to
have returned, where they haveenlarged
her Commitlion in relation to mankind.
WhetJ the wasaccounted tae Goddefle of
1uflice, by her Kings held their Domini..
ons ; {he inflru8:ed them. in their duties
to their Subjects,and made the rude mul­
titude pay due homage and fubjet1:ion to
their lawful'Princes, She laid the foun­
dation ofMagiftracy, and built an order­
ly llructure of Politicks; for which caufe
the was in fo high eflimarion amongft the
Heathens,that they fuppofed the World
by her Divinity to be upheld and fup..
ported. Theyereaed Temples to her,
and inftitutecldivine R.ites and Ceremo­
nies in honour of her. The hrft that
was dedicaredtc her was in Boeti" neer
to the River Cephiffus; at which after the
Flood, Deucalie« and Pyrrha are faid to
have arri.ed; where tbey enquirer! of the

. Bz Oracle,



4 the Myftories and: LMPU

Orade, how mankind. which bad pert­
Ihed in the Ddugej. mlghragain be rello­
red, as OVid Lib. primo.

o1hemis, {hew what Art tis that repairs,.
Loftman~md~ vQu(cha!e t' help our fUl1ft

{i!fairs.

This alfo was Allegorically fpoken
concerning our 'IhemlS,~that(he being very
prudent and more beautiful then all her
Contemporaries, was beloved ofJupiter ;
but after much follicitation he was repul­
fed, and all intercourfe broken l ff,. til l at
length (he -was furprized in Macedonia,
and forced to be etpoufed to him , by
whom {he was with crilde, and brought
fOrth three D.iughters , Equity, JuLlie"
and Peace. She' is reported to have had
by the fame Jupiter a fon named Medius
Fidius or the righteou5'. being Faiths
Guardian , wherefore an Oath (worne by
his name. was facred and unalterable:
and this folemniry the Roman -Patri­
archs challenged [0 thernfelves as their
due, becauie it was held an execrable
Mling for an ingenious man ro be for..
fworne.

Although we are confident that there
was



oftae Roftirll~;{llJJ'. S'
We1S never upon the faceof the earth any
fuch 1hemlS) who after confu ltadonre..
turned rha t Oracle; much Idfe that fhe
was rranflrted inro heaven, as. the Hea,..
thens ignorancly imagined; yet we con..
fe(fe that the true'J..ietl . of JufHce, or all

univerfal notion of Venue mat herein
Cthouah occalrly ) be infinuJ.ced; for
OUt of her fp'nngs good Laws, and not as
forne think out of Vice, which is onely
a thing accidental,

This Equity keepsKinadomes in fafery,
Common-wealths and Cities in order,
and Iaflly, emproves[mall beginnings to
a great height and degree of p~rfection.

This Equity is that rule by which n1!.'11

ought to frametheir words and aCdons.
polycletusa famous Staruarie made a
Book in which was proportionably ex~

preffcd to the life each member ia mans
body, and he called this a patterne by
which other Artificers might examine,
and prove their pekes. Such R~les in­
deed there are in all Arts and Sciences
named Axioms) which by dedufrion of
thil1~sfrom their principles do rightly
conclude.

This Equity doth (0 poife all our
manners and aCtions that they are not

B3 fwayed



6 The MJflerier 61,,4LaJlfel

fwayed to injuftice and wlckedneiTe~
whereby very many inconveniences are
efchewedwhich happily might lead us a­
way: For as Luxury and Riot are the
caufes o.f dlfcafes, fo iniuflice hath an­
nexed to it as an infeperable companion
Joffe and punifhmem: and on the con­
trary, as Health renders men rnofihappy,
not andy becaute of it felfe, but as iris
big with other Benefits: fo by this Equi­
ty, wholeiorne Laws are epa&ed to the
great comfort and advantage of man­
kind. But becaufe this is fo cleare to
every Rational man, in vain are words
(pent to demonftrate it.

P,

CH AP. II.

7hofe LaWi which the Founder ofthis
Frat'fffllt) prefcrtbed to the 1<. c.
are allgood and tuft.

A s no Rational man can deny the ab­
foluce neceflityof good Laws; fo

it 15 moll fit thar Iuch Laws Ihould have
their due praile and cOI~1tnendatil)assthat:

the



()fthe Bofetn-eittllJ" '1
'tae Iluggard hrrebymight be pricked on
to Verene, and the dil'igent might have
his deferved reward.

Seing therefore that thefePofitions
or LaW~, hid down by the Father of the
honourable Fraternity are worthy of
fpedal vlew, we'fhaH truly according to
their nature, and the advantages men
may receive from tbern, Crovln them
with due commendations ~countin~ them
not on~ly worthy ofacceptance, but an
Encomium.

Firft it is moil reafonable that every
Society if it 'begoodyfhould be governed
by good La\vs; if orherwite.by bad: bf~C

that this. Society is good and lawful, we
do not onely fappofe, but may gather
,from particular circumiiances to which
their Pofirions are agreeable.

Something' may be (aid concerning
their number of fix, which hath very
muchof perfection in it ; fo that the So...
ciety by an abundance of Laws isnot in
.confwfion, nor yet by the paucity and
fewneffe tied up from all liberty. When
there are multitudes and' great diverfiry
of Laws) we may probably eonjedruce
that there will happen many crimes and
enormides', for, he that fleighteth the

B 4< flreight
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Rreight path of Nature and Reafon, will
cerrainly be mifled into many windings
and labyrniths before he comes to his
journeys end. From thele inconvenien­
ces our Laws are free, as well in quality
as number; they are voluntary, and
fuch to whom all may eafily afienc as
molt Rational.

They follow in their order.
I. Thatevery one of them who {ball

travel, mUlt profefle Medicine and cure
Grads.

2. That none of them, notwlehflandlng
their being of th eFraternity t lhall be en...
joyned one habit ; but .may fuit them­
felves to the Cuflome and MEJde of thofe
Countries in which they relide•.

~. That each Brother of the Fraterni..
ty {hall every yeare upon the day Co. make
his appearance in the place of the holy
Spirit)or elfe fignifie by Letters the true
caufe of his Abfence.

4. That eVf.:ry Brother {hall chufe a
fit pcrfon to be his Succelfour after his
deceafe,

5. That the word R. C. {hall be their
Seale, Character,or 'Cognifance.

6. That this Fracernity.ihaH be con­
ceal'd an hundredyears•.

The



of tfJe BojeeHIeUlu,. 9
The Brethren arc folemnly [worn and

flrifily engaged to eachother.to keep and
obferve thefe Conditions and Articles;
in all which we finde nothing either pre...
judiclal to themfelves, or hurtful and
injurious toothers s but that they have'
an excellent (cope and intention? which
is the glory of God and the good of their
Neighb~ur, Welhall furt~erprofecute
thefe things, and .by runmng thorow
their feveral caufes and circumflances,
giveanyone a greater light inro them,
, ,In the Brft place, as touching the orft

Amhor of theleLawes, it will bet worthy
our confideration to examine whether
he had power and authority to make
fuch Laws for hlmfelfe and others," and
of requiring obedience thereto , then
who was the Author? and why his.name
hath been hitherto concealed?

'It is moll certain that a Prince who is
as it-were an Head to hisSubjects that are
his Members, it is indeed a thing un..
quefllonable,but that he hath full power
ofmaking and ratify ing' of Lawes: For
chiefly it belongs to the Ernperour, then
to, eachKing, becaufe they have righ t to
govern. LaflIy it concerns any Princes Dr
Civil Magiftrates.

But



1(lThe MjjJerieJ tWa LaJPcs

&It Lawes t1xlt art brought in by In..
fcriours~ (extend. onely to thole tbat have
a:partic~ar:B.e1atiQ~ to them ; neither
aretneylpng live4, Dor do they excufe
ft~tU theLawes .ofSuperiours~ being one­
ly~li~ations which refp€8: T.mc)fUace,.
theP.er(on and Sul>j€tt.

Amongft the Ancients thofe men who
·weJ;tLof bdl repuce for their Wifdome;
Leaenloa, Authority, Sincerity, and at
grcarettExperiencei, might fee up.Lawes
inany City or Nadon, Thus we tee:
that' Mort's was mack Rukr and~Cheiftain
amongQ die Hebrews, and 'amongfi the
Heathen .the fir·{l l~,w...given Wf,(¢ called
Zepbydalls: aftet:them' Zaleucus in imi..
uU:,wo-vf ~he' Spartanes .andCred~ns

( who were thought to have received An.,
d~ UWf8 ,frOf.l'lMiNOj ) wrote fever<t
Lawes.and found om futable punit'hment.;
he kft rules whereby men might try their
aftiof)s, fo that many afterwards. were
f.clghted inso good manners; for before
himLawes were not wrirreu, but the fen­
eence and '. fiate of the caufe layin the
Judge~breafi.

Afutrwards ehe Athenitms reeeived
Lawc~, from Draco and So!an;upon which.
they proceeded inall Courts of }udiC<lJ-o

cure,
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rure, from whom the Romans who lived
after the building of the City three hun...
dred yeares, had their Lawes of the
twelve Tables publifhed by the Decem..
viri ; and rhetein procefle of tirae being
enlarged by R.omalle Magiftrares and the
C.efars, became our Civil Law which at
this tirne is ufed arnonefl us.

Other Nations al10 had -their re­
fpeftiveLawgivers, as lEgygt had Pridls)
and lfis)who were taught by Aler.urp and
Vul,an. ( Thefewere golden Lawes,and
fuch as owed their birth to the fire.. )
Bob.Jlon had tke C/l!d£ans, Perfia hadMa...
gitians, India had Bracbemond», .l£thiopili
had theGymnofophifts ; amongf] the Baiiri..
am was Zamo/fis:, amongfi the CfJrinthia1ZS
was Fillo, amongfi [he Nile{tans was Hip".
poda:mus, amongfbthe Carthaginiamwar;
Charonda; lafiIy amongtt the Britteine«
and French the Druides,

From what .hath already been {aid
there may be gathered thus rnuch, viz.
That anyone hath liberty (his Compa­
nions complying and faithfully enga­
ging ) to prefcribeLawes to himfelfeand
them, ~fpecially iffuch Lawes ar e foun­
Jed upon Reafon and Equity; For ( as
the~"udi" bath it) amongft the good

ought
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ougHt to be tranfq.cted ,juG and honefl
things; but as the combination of the
the wicked is unlawful, fo are thole
bands that oblige them darnnable.whofe
rrufl and fidelity are but true cheats and
fure deceits; their conflancy but obflina­
cy~ their oaths curfings, their rules me­
thods of villany, their lawes~recom­
rnands to wickednefle,

Our Author indeed was a prrvare man,
and no MagHlrate; but ill his particular
relation he was invelled with much Au­
thority, whereby he might oblige and
binde others, be both Lord and Father of.
the Society, and the firfl Author and
Founder of this goldenMedicine and Fhi..
lofophicalOrder. 1fanyone (halt atrempt
to ufurpe juri(diai~n over anyagainfl
their wills and confsnt, he fhalltlooehis
labour to be in vaine; for he .: mull needs
fuppofe them to have a prejudice againft
fuch defignes, Iince he playes the Bifhop
in anotlrers Dlocefle ,= But certainly. the
cafeisdifferenthere, becaufe by 'a -faire
l'efignation they devoted themfelves to
his command.

Surely for. confirmation we may take
notice of the Time; They have beenkept
andebferved for many Ages) and this

doth



ofthe Ro[ecrncial1,fa J3
doth nota little flrengthen the firf! Au...
thority , for if you prefcrjbe Lawes to
any who were not under fuch before.and
and Iuch Lawes continue a long (eafon
unviolated , it will follow th~t thofe
Lawes being jl1ft and good may yet en­
dure: forthat nothing hinders, but that
this private Legiflative power may be in
force, being neither contrary to Divine
or Civil Statutes, the Lawes of Nature,
any pofirive Law, or Cl.1i\ome of Na...
tiorrs,

To,k>me it may feeme a firange thing
that our Authop name Ihould not be
known : to which we anfwer,

OUf Father indeed hath lien hid as be­
ing long Iince dead, and his Brethren al...
though they live and retaine in Record
and Memory his Sacred Name ~ yet be..
caufe of feme fecret and weighty caufes,
are not willing r.o have his name or per...
fon known, Befides they have a conti..
Dual.fucceflion and, genealogy from him
to thernfelves ; and they receivedafter­
wards a Lampe from a known confede­
rate and colleague of their Fraternity;
They can read the Authors foule in his
Bookes"view the true Feature in the pia...
ure, judge of the truth 'of the cauieby ,

the
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the effect; whofe actions confirrne their
goodneffe and fincerity ; their hands are
fer with eyes, fo that their beliefe goes
beyond their fight; whar other men
Ioollfhly and ignorantly think incredible
and vaine, (hey know to be reall and
poffible.

Shall we deny that thofe men who
were chofen and felected to be of the Fra­
ternity, were unacquainted with our
Amhor l Surely they were moft inti­
mate and familiar with him, and perfor..
med with alacrity what ever he com­
manded or enjoyned them.

To thofe indeed to whomthe know­
ledge ofhim Was no benefic, he was not,
neither was it necdfary that he fhould
be known, unleffe fuch perfons over curi­
ous pryed into matters which concern
them not; for as it belongs not to us to
have intelligence what defignes are ill a·
gltation within the walls cf1roy, or who
in India doth adrninifler juflice or give
Lawes; fo likewife ought they not to
intermeddle with this Author and his
Brethren altogether unknown to them.
Ifwe behold fmoake breathing out of an
houfe, we prefently conclude that there
is tire within. And why fhould not we

although
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although the- Father and the Fraternity
have not been feen by outward eye, yet
becaufe of their workes,by the eye of our
mindes difcern and fatis6e our [elves
concerninginem? We can paHe a judge...
mentupon a Tree by tbe fruit, although
the fruit be plucked off; it fufficeth t-o
the knowledge of a man if we heare him
fpeake e Whence Socrates fpakerhus to
ayoungvertuous man" but one thacheld
his peace',; [peake ({aid be) that I'may
heare thee, A Dog difcovers hlmfelfe
by llis barking, a Nightingale by her
fweet chaunticg notes; and we judge of
all otherr:hings according' totheir a'&..
ings, And why then cannot we dHHn...
guilh this our Author from cheats by his
Pofitloas and Lawes) fince it is the 0- .

thers whole defigne tv delude? they
make gain 'Of their tricks; that which
would-be larkfome to another, they tak'C
pleafure in, and make a fport 'ofdangers,
and hazards,

Our Author'is namelefle; but yet wor­
thy of credit, unknown' to the vulgar,
but wen known to his own Society. 'And.
fomemayask the reafon of his conceal­
ment • We know that ,the Antient'Phi...
IofqJhers counted themfelveshappy in a

private
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private lif€; and why may not Moderns
enjoy the fame priviledge.. fince.necefliry
may put thefe more upon it then. them?
The \Vorld is now more burdned with
wickednefle and impieties: indeed the
whole Creation as-it flowed from God
w~exceedingg'ood, but mans fall hath
brought a curfeupon the Creamres. .Po­
lidoru, had not been fo credulous, could
he have forefeen his Fate; by whofe ex­
ample others have '. got wifdorae, they
dare not entrufl themfelves with the rude
multitude, but fecredy do withdraw
themfelves ; for commonly an handfome
opportunity makes a Theife; andhe that
expofes his treafures upon an high hill
to all mens' eyes, invites Robbers. ~en

called Homines have both their name and
nature abhumo, from the earth,.. which
fomerimes'beingparched with extrearne
heat opens; .fomerimes Ieemes to be
drowned with fionds; which depend upon.
the Sun; Winde ,Showres, either of them
either yeiIding no influenc.:: at at all; or
exceeding in their operations. Even fo
the minde of man. is not alwayes in the
fame condition; fometimes it enlargesh
it felfe in covetoufnefle, fometlmes Vice
is more pleating to it then Virtmc, and

plundering
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plundering is prefer'd before honefly and
Juftice. But I would. not be thought to
include all men in this cenfure j for we
intend onely thofe who having neither
reafon nor learning, do tijtrer very little
from the brute bealls•

.\Vherefore the Father of this Fraterni..
ty was not fo muchcareful of concealing
himfelf in refpe8: of his own Interefl ;
but herein he wifely confulted the gooe!
and welfare of his lucceffors and the
whole Fraternity. Shall we efleerne him
a wifeman who is not wife for himfelfe 1
fo that Ariflippus, Anllxarchus and many
others do worthily beare their dif.
graces.

Everyone by dangerous archeivements
and noble exploits can get renown; and
(orne have grown famous by notorious
and execrable villanies; As HerolrratU$
who fired the. great Temple ofDiana :
But this our Author and his Succeflors
concealethemfelves,very well knowing
what a fling Honour and Popularlry
carries in the taile of it; not that they
hate or fcorne humane Society) but that
theymay as it were at a dillance behold
the enormities of men) being onely
(pe8:ators and not actors. Vemocritus is

C reported
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reported to have put out his eyes that he
might not fee the vanity and emptineffe
of the world in refpeB: of goodnelfe and
vertue, and its fulndfe ofdeceit,luxury,
and all vice: But our Author and his
Sncceflors have taken a very wife courfe
to conceale themfelves e no man that
would exaalyfee an objeC\:,will fixe both
his eyesupon it; neither will a wife man
put himfeI'fe into the hands of either
Mercury or Mars, they being Patrons of
Theifes and Robbers; neither will he
entruf himfelfe with Jupiter or ApoDa,
unce that the one rsarmed with thunder­
bolts, the other with arrowes, by which
the unfortunate Hyltcinthur perilhed, and
was Metamorphofed into a flower bear­
rinK his name.

CHAP.
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------- ----,.---
C HA P. I I I.

Concerning the general intent And
ejJetlofthefe Lawes with tbe.psr­
ticular Circumftances of Place)
Time, MeanesJ ~nd the End.

W· E havealready at large difcourfed
of the maker and efficient caufe

of thefe Lawes; now we {hall treat of
their Effects and Oircumflances.

That is properly termed an effect
which 'in all points agreeswith its caufe ;
fo that if our Author was an upright
man, thefeLawes which flow from him
Ihall likewlfebe good.it being a very rare
thing to fee a vertuous off-fpring deg~ne';' .
rate from their Parents and Anceftors-

It j~ evidentenough that thefe Lawes
do anfwer their intention, by that order
and fieme knot of friendfhip which yet
continues amongf that Honorable So-

. C ~ ciety;
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ciety; for it Reafon, Nature, and Truth,
had not jufiified their proceedlngs, ,
doubtleffe they had long finee been ruin­
ed and come to nothing. Many indeed
airnewell, but ye~ hit not the marke; and
we know that a fudden florme croffes the
endeavour and defire of the Mariner in
arriving at his Cafe Haven: even La he
that fets himfelfe to any noble exploit,
{hall finde blocks in his way ; and if he
goes thorow with it,God Ihouldhave due
thankes hy whefe providence and blef..
fing he obtaines fa happy an Hfue.

Hitherto rhefe Brethren have not reo.
ptnted of their condition, neither will
they ever, being fervants to the King of
Kings, all the fruits of their labours they
dedicate to him.' Religion with them is
in 'greater efleeme then any thing in the
World; as well in the Bookof nature
as the written word they read and fiudy
Gods Omniporency, his Providenceand
his Mercy ~ they account it their duty to
helpe iand reline the poor and op...
prelkd; and furely fuch aCtions become
Chrifiians; fo unworthy a thing it is
that Heathens and Turkes Ihould out­
flripe us in them1

It is not necdIary that any, Ihould
know
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know their place of meeting, bue they
whom it properly concerns. Weare
fure that it is not in Vtopia, or amonglt
the Tartars, but by chance in the middle
of Gcr many; for Europe feemes to re­
Iemble a Virgin, and German} to be her
belly; it is not decent that a Virgin
Ihould difcover her felfe, lea the rather
be accounted a Strumpet then a Virgin:
let it fl1ffice that we know her not to be
barren; to have conceived, yea and
brought forth this happy Fraternity:
although hers is a Virgin...wombe, yet
{he have teem'd with many rare andun..
known Arts ami Sciences. We meane
Germany which at pre(ene Bowruheeh
and aboundeth with RoCes and Lilies,
growing in Philofophical gardens where
no rude hand can crop or fpoile them.

The Hejperian Nymphs have their a­
bode here; ·1Egle, Heretufa, and Hefpre­
tufa, with their golden boughes,lell they
againe become a prey to Hercules, are
here feeured. Here are Geryons vall bulls
in faire and fafe paflares , neither Cecus,
nor any malicious perfon can fieale or
perfecure them. Who can deny that the
Golden Fleece is here, or the princely
Garden ofMars and Acta who is feigned

(;3
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to beSon ofPh,rhUl and phaetons Brother?
here art fed the fueep and ox-en 'of the
Sun called Pecudes; whence is derived the
word Pecunie, Mon~y the Q!.e~n of the
World.

It would be-to no purpofe to fpeakeof
the'meanes by which thefe things have
been deduced from their firfi Author;
fincethac the Brethren in their Book en":'
titultd 'their Fame and Confeilion, and
iuothtr writing have at large declared
diem, Hebr.ought them Ddt from Ara­
bi.4linw Gerrlhlnyhii nadveCounrry')and
thmdefagn.ed to make upthe Fraternity ;
t\nd rhefemade the firtt part of the Book
calledM. of which there is fo muchmen...
don in their Fama ; which wasafti'r:wai'd
tranflated out of Arabicke into Latine ;
out of which Book M. they learned many
Myfleries') and in it a$ ill a ghlfc they
cleare ly faw the Anatomy and Idea ot
the Llniverfe r AI~d doubtlefle JhortlY'
they will let the Book M~colfle abroad
into [lie World, that thofe who covet
after knowledge may receive fatisfa8:iot1;
nay I confidently believe that happy day
to be at hand; fo tllay we jtldge of the
Lion by his Paw; for as tbe tbbings
...nd f!Qwings efihe ~a (a-s Bllfiliu5 VIt-

len tinUs,
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lentinus reports) doth carry much, wealth
to divers Kingdomes; fo thefe fecrers
coming into publicke view, having much
in them of the Worlds Harmony Iomuch
admired by Pythagoras, may yeild us no
Idle profit and content.

Neither hath it been ever known that
two have been fo much alike as this to
the M. yes this F. i.l! the M. neither muf]
weexpect another M,

The end for which rhefe Lawes were
made was the common good and benefic
which partly belongs to the Brethren
rhemfelves, andparcly refpe8:s tithers,
either in their mindes or bodies to the
furl1ifhing of that with knowledge, al~d
to the remedying of thedlfeafes of the
other; for they being ambitious to
profit and advantage others, have taken
a courfe futable to their intentions.
But if any (hall object and fay that they

have not confulted their 'OWN fafety,
thefe things will confute; as alto that
they have endeavoured the good and
welfare of others.
. In this cafe the Icales hang very even,
inclining neither to the one nor other)
ana the fidl Unity is equivalent to the
fifth~ or fecondand third linked together ;

C 4 ever]
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f:.very one( as the, Proverbe hath it) will
chrHlen f.1is own childe 'lirfi; and Rivers
Cas theWifeman fpeakes ) Ilreame not
out, unlefle the fountaine is full; he
gives bell, that gives fo to one that he
may give oftentimes.

But when were thefe Lawes lira pro­
mulgared.you may Iearneout of the Fa...
mlf by chance about theyeare 1413 t
Ifhe was borne in the yeare 1378. and
travelled at 1'. yeares of age, he was out
6. yeares, and returned at the end ofS.
but expeCted ~. yeares before he brought
his bufindfe to any end, and gave his
Lawes: But rhefe things are > rather
conjectural then certaine, in regard that
we want the HHtory in which they are
difiinltly tee down.

CHAP.



of the ll.()flCrHCi~nJ. 2~

.. .. bL1

OftheFitjiLlttIJ) /tne/the excellency of
Medicine above other .Art!:lQwhich
tbe Brethren are devoted.

W E are now come to treaemore
particularlyof each Law, and we

will begin with the ndt, viz.
That whoever-of-them {hall travel,

muf -profeffe Medicine and cure gratis
without any reward.

Necdlity hath forced men to invent
Arts for their help; curlofiry hath let
others on worke to fatis6e F,mcy,and
luxury hath not been idle in Ieeklng out
meanes to pleafe it Ielfe s Nowamongft:
rhefe Arts and INventions,fomeare more
noble and excellent, both in rcfpeB: of
themfelves , as alfo 'in the ~ftimation of
men. Do not we count it a Divine and
MajellicaI thing to govern 1 what more
glorious then to wage War with fuc-

cdfe!
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ceife? There are Merchants, Handi..
craftfrnen, and Husbandmen, in a Com..
moo wealth, and everyone aas in his
proper Iphere. In any profound point
in Divinity we confult the able Clergy;
in a doubtful and fubrile cafe we go to
an able and honeil Lawyer; in defperare
iickneili we feek~ to an experienced and
Iearned Phyfidan : But Medicine feems
defervedly to have the preherninence ;
for aPhyfitian in uckndfe gov-ernes the
Emperour, prefcribes Rules and Directi...
OIlS which the Lawyer cannot do; for
the lawgiver being prefenc.che Law hath
no force, and may be changed and alte...
red at his pleafure who tlrfi inltituted
them.

The Phyfitian likewifefights with the
ditiia{es of mans body, and hath {harpe
bau:ale with them. he overcomes t'opre­
(el-wing ,or re&oting health alrnof loft·
-and deeayed, Hence.A,riftotlc places health
amongftthofe .~things in which aUmen
~grc:e; for everyoue knowes tkac it is
bdt~ and delires to be weB. and in the
ne~t,place. to be rich and wealthy.

Wherefore it Phyfidans 'ClulpIloyment
is-(G,farftombeiRg contemptible, that it
i& cone«ned ,In it mans chelfef] OUtward
,. good
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good and happineffe, in mail\taining
health and curing difeafes, God' atfirfi
created man; Nature Gods handmaid
conducerhto the gen~ration of him from
the feed of both Sexes; and it is tHe Phy­
fttian's office to recover man difeafed.and
toreflere him to his native health,fo that
thisArthath much in it of Divinity,
having the fame fubje& with the Crea­
don and Generation, viz. Man who be­
ing created after the Image of Ood,was
his by Creation, being begotten was
Naturesby Generation; nay Chrifi him­
Ielfe being incarnate did not difdain to
be as well as the Phyfirian of rhefoule,
(0 .Ufo to be the Phyfizian <of the body 0

The Prophets amongf] the Ifraelites l?ra;,
It.icct,i Phyfick , TlrePriefts amongftthe
lEgyptians OUt of whofe number the
Kings werechofen. Lafily great Pc-inees.
haveilurciied this Art, not covetouflyfor
therewll'd, but that tb~y ,might help the
ficke. We have heard of Iorne who ha­
ving flaihe many ill' a juB War. yet to
eleare themfelves have freely given Phy..
fick, doing good to men toexpiaee the
burtthey had formerly done.

Wh-erefore fince the Profetlion of Phy­
Adt is fa high Io noble and (acted" we

need
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neednot admire that amongll other ·Art$
and Sciences in which they excell, tbefe
Brethren of the Honourable Society
fhould chafe and.prefer this above them
all, I confidently believe that they
knowing the moil intimate fecrets of Na..
tureycan naturally produce veryJlrange
effects, which rnay as much amaze an ig­
norant Spetl:ator as the Gorgms head;
bu Medicine was dearer to them, as being
of mofl profit and greatdl value.

But fame perhaps may exclaime again6
thefe Brethren, faying that they are not
Phyfitians, but meere Empericks who in­
trude upon Phyfick: Such indeed fhould
fira look at home, and then abroad. I
confeffc: that few of the Brethren have
had their education, but yee they are
great Schollars, not frefh or rawe in
profound learning, but the greateR pro"
fidenes. They compound that Medicine
which they adminifler, it being as it were
the marrow of the great World.

To Ipeake yet more plainely, thelr
Medicine is Prometheus his fire which by
the affiftance ofMinerva heftdle from the
Sun, rnd conveyed it iato man; although
difeafes and maladies were afterwards by
the gods ( as the Poets feigne) inflicted

on
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on men, yet the Balfome of Nature was
more powerful then the diftempers ~

This fire was fpread over all the World
conducing to the good both of body and
mind, in freeing the one from infirmities,
the other from greivous paffions; for
nothing doth more chear and make glad
the mean of man then this Univerfal Me­
dicine; precicus flones wrought into
fubtile powder, and Ieafe-gold are the
Ingredients of this powder commonly
called Edel beris; ,rllver : IE/chi/us doth
attribute the invention of Py"mflHC1t the
compofirion of Medicines, the firff wor­
king upon Gold, Iron.and other mettals,
to Prometheus; hence the Athenians· ere...
cted an Altar common to him,V"lcan
and Pallas, confidering how much fire
conduced to the finding outof the fecrets
ofnature: But we muft know that a
fourfold fire is required to bring this Me­
dicine to perfeCtion, and jf one of them
is wanting, the whole labour is 10ft.

CHAP.



CH AP. V.

7hat the Cure of dif'eafts by {pecificfze
remedies ofoccult qualitJ~whlchthe
Fraternity '1f.feth) is moft fittable
to mansNature, and prevalent a..
gainft alldiftempers.

W E muO: not by what hath been hi­
. ' 'thereo fpoken fuppofe that the

Brethren ufeMedicines which are not na­
tural; for they have Vegeta,bles and Mi­
nerals, but they having a true know..
ledge of t he fecret and occult operation
0f things, know what will be mof effe­
aual for their purpofe,

They have their Panchreftll) their Poly'"
chrefta, their Manus Chrifti, and other
great titles; their Narcotieas and Alex­
ipharmaca, of which Galen and others do
much boafl, thinking them a prefent help
at a dead lift; and to colour their cheats,
firietly command that none thall either

pre..
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prefcribe or give them without a large
fee, as if the price added venue to them,
and the effectdid much depend upon the
coil.

The Brethren alfo have variety of Me­
dicines; fome called Kings, fome Prin­
ces, fome Nobles, and others Knights,
each one being denominated according
to its excellency and worth: But we
muff: take notice that they prefcribe not
according to the purfe, but the in'firrnity
of the Patient; neither do they defire
a reward before hand; they llkewife fie
not a childes Ihoe to an old man, becaufe
a due proportion ought to be carefully
obferved ;a dram is fufIident for the one,
and an ounce of the fame Medicine for
the other. Who would not think it ab..
furd to apply the fame Phd,Her to the
hardned and brawny hand of a Plow­
man, and to the delicate and neat hand
of a Schollar or Gentleman?

He that p>ractifeth Phyfick aright doth
confider the different temper of perfons
in the fame difeafe, as a learned Judge:
doth not al wayes give the' fame [udge..
ment in the fame caufe, which circum..
fiances ma·y very much alter: The Bre­
thren look chie6y to the.conftitudon of

the
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the Patient, and do accordingly pre­
fcribe.

They have in all things experience to
confirme their knowledge; they ufe very
choice Vegetables whick. they gather
when they are impregnated with heaven..
ly influences) not deluded with com..
men idle Aftrological notions, but cer­
tainly knowing at what time they have
received a fignature effectual to fuch an
end; and they apply thefe Vegetables to
fuch difeafes for which theywere inten..
ded.

It is a moll irra tional thing when na...
ture hath afforded us fimple Medicines
to correct and amend its deficiences, that
we Ihould mixe and compound with qua­
lities hot, cold, moifl, and dry, fo that
oneSpecifick being perhaps fecretly of a
contrary operation to another ingre­
dient, the proper vermes of both, if not
loft, yet are much diminlfhed.

The Glllenifts fay that the firlt Q9ali..
ties do alter, that the feconddo either
thicken or attenuate, and fo foolifhly and
ignorantly of the reLt: Whereas each
Vegetable hath init vertue effc:ntially to
chafe away that difeafe to which it may
rightlybe applied. It is here in Medicine

as
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as in an Army, ifeach Souldler falls our
with the other, or they mutiny againfl
their Commander, the. enemy gets
flrellgth,and makes ufe of their weapons
to flay them.

Some may ask, what is here meanrby
Specifice r I anfwer that I intend that
which the illiterate Galeni}fscalls an QC­

cult ~lality, becaufe it is 'neither-hot,
cold, rnoifl, nor dry; becaufe indeed
trtte profound knowledge Was above
their reach or underftanding,

Valefcus de 1aranta, lib. ,. cap. 12.
defines or -defcribes , the Galenlcdt occult
~ality. A queflion is fiarted how a.
Loculi hanged about the neck doth cure
a Q!1artane? To which they anfwer,
that if thefe Empirical Medicines.have
any fuch venue, they haveit from their
occult Q!!ality, whichcontains the Spe~

cifick form of the diftemper.conjoined·
with the influence of the Stars: but then
we may ask what that total1propriety is~

Averrhoes calls.it a Complexion; ottt~rs

fay that it is the fubftantial form ofa
compoundbody j fome wilhhave ittobe
the whole mixture, viz. The Form, the
Matter, and Complexion, which Av~(en...
tuJn~m" thewhole fubftanee. when he

D {J-it!
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faid that a body hath neither operation
from the Mateer nor Q.!!ality, but the
whole Subftance or Compofition•
. But to fpeak trudy and clearly as it

becomes PhiJofophers, we hold that there
is a natural vertue and certain predeili..
nation fiowing from the influence of hea­
venly bodies, fo particularly difpofing
the Form to be Introduced.that it is (as it
were )determined to its proper objc:8:,
whereby after due preparation ofthe
matter,and conjunction of theform, the
whole Subflance or mixed body necefla­
rilyproduces a proportionable effett.
And AVicennaperhaps .ijleant'th!:ls much;
whence Arnoldus· in his Book De CIlU(.
Sttrilitati~, faith that the peculiar pro­
priety of a thing is" its nature which pro..
ceeds from the' right difpofition of the
partS to be mixed, and this is called an
occult Qgality, . to mof men unknown
becaufe of its difficelty.· Hence it is
that Nature is Riled a Complexion, not
b~au(e it is fo properly, and found out
by reafon, its Ieerers bting onely difco­
veredby. experiment and praltiec :by
this tbeullderftanding knows that ex­
perienceis above reafon., bcc:anfe there
are £0 many experiments of whim we

can
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can give no rational account, nor finde
out any method to facisfie our f elves
concerning them.

By what hath hitherto been fpoken, it
plainly appears that the whole propriety
ofany thing is not the Complexion; for
iHt were fo, all things which have the
fame propriety.would confequently have
the lamecomplexion, which is falfe ; for
Rubarb and Tamarmds from rheir.whele
propriety do attract and draw choler;
and y'ct-arenot of the fame complexion.
Thus Vulefcu«

It is therefore, evident that the true
.propriety of Medicinal things is oneIy
known by experiment, and not by the
falfeGalenical rules ofAn, which do not
give us light into she nature of any
fimple. For inllance, confider the Rofe,
it fends forth a molt pleafanr perfume,
and is of a ruddy lovely colour, notin
refpett of the Q!!ality cold anddry ,. ~Qt

of that proper vertue effenrially in it ;
neither can there be any deduction from
thofe~litics being nocfubjcd.ro Taft,
to Feeling, to Hearing, and confequently
noneat all, becaufe Specificks have ano­
ther original.

How ar~ the firfi Q.!.alitieiobferved l
D" not
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not from their dIence and nature, but as
fenfe difcovers them, whence reafon
draws a concluflon r Bur we fee not
how reafon can determine concerning the
Q.lalities of a Rafe, whether It is hot,
cold, tnoiH,aod dry, unldfeit hath been
informed by the Ienfes, as by the colour,
Cent, rafre", or touch.

But rhefe Rules are altogether uncer­
tain and fallacious, and there are more
experiments to overthrow then to coo­
firrne them; for who dare affirm rhat all
cold things have no rent, that all hoc
things have Cent? that all fenred things
are.hot, that all that have no rent arc
cold; or rhat white things are cold or
horjthat red things Are honer then white,
or contrarily that bitter things are hot,
narcotick cold? &c. for Opium, the {pirie
0f wine, the RQje and more things will
confute fuch an opinion; fo that the
Q!ulities do depend upon fuch uncer­
tainries in refpea: of every !impIe, that it
is far better to trull to. experience to
Iearch into the fecrersof Nature, then
vainly to triffle away time in gatberin~

the fecond Qgalities {rom the nrft, and
the third from the fecond, or to gaiB
reafon by fenfe , a thing mofi ridiculous,

ualc:ife
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unleffe it be in the cure ofdifeafes where
the Qgalides are in confuiion.

When the .lEgyptians underflood this,
they fludied and moft efleemed of that­
Phyfick which was experimental, and
not norional, and therefore they ufed to
place their Sick perfon in the flreers, that
if anyone of the people that paffed by
had laboured under the fame <jiileaCe, he
migh t (ell (he Specifick remedy with
which he was cured; whence it fome...
times fa falls om thar an old woman or
an Emperick. in fome certain d ifeafes
may effea more by one proper [pecifick,
then many Phyficiansby their methods
and long courfes,

I would not be mlfunderflood, as if
there were no judgement to be ufed in the
adminiflrarion ofPhyfick, but that ex...
perience Ihould be the ondy guide; Me..
dicine whether fpecul;Hive or pra8:icaB,
muf concur and meet in truth: I fay
We mull not as to the invention or pre..
fcription of Phyfick truft too much to
Heafon enformed faIlly conceming the
nature of things, but when experience
hath confirmed us in mvfieries and
fecrecsjbecaufe reafon is too weak- fighted
to reach themjwe mufi not perverfly flighc

D J thems
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them, difdleeming envioufly what we
cannot attain.

I do not account him a rational Phy­
firian who hath andy a large fcrowle or
bill of Simples in his memory, and can
difHnCtly tell you what are hot in the­
firft degree ,what in the fecond, what in
the third.and can run thorow the fecond
Qgalities and third; and if at any time
he is called to a Patient, from this rabble
as from the belly of the trojane horfe
Hfue manyReceipts, many b-ands, when
he isignorane of the rnof] inconiiderable
Simple, and knows not how rightly to
apply it: Shall not he who underllands
and is well acquainted with his Medl..
cines.be of more repurer A few felect
prefcrlptions (hat are infallible and effe­
Ctual to the cure, are ofmore worth then
a rude multitude of Galenic«! Receiptfo

We have indeed now fo great variety
ofMedicines, thatit puzzlesa Phyfitian
more to chufe what is bdlthen to invent ,
for it is not the abundance of remedies
that overcomes a difeafe, but the v ertue,
method, order, and choice of time and
place, that give fuccdIe.

We read in Hillories of the courage
and skill of a Spart/me King, who with

a band
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a band of4°0, flout Lacedemonians poffet:
led the fireights by which Xerxes Ihould
pafle with an Army of 170000.0. and
made there a great Ilaughter of them;
when the infulting perfian boafted that
they would clofe the Sun with their ar..
rows; the Spartaine King anfwered that
then we will fight in the iliaddow•

By thefe examples it appears" that a
fele~ company of choice fouldiers have
great advantage againft a confufed mul...
titude.; And why. are nota few choice
remedies beyond an heap of vain receipts?
Some have [aid that an Armyis com.
pleat that hath an hundred thoufand ;
and if the number exceeds, it will be tu..
mulruous, and in no order anddifci..
pline.We may affert the like of Medi...
cine,ifit increafeth to a great n(lInbe~;it
rather kills then cures 5 tor every See..
cifick waging war or being oppolite
to another, muft neceffarily difhirb' Na..
turespeace and tranquillity.

CHAP..
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C HAP. V I.

Alth01tgh other Phyfltia1!$ fJt,1} (ha~

lenge, I?S indeed they deftrve, a due.
reward; Jet the Brethren docere
gratis; notvaluing1J101teJ.

W.E read in HiftoJ,'y that. great per",
, ,. fons, Kings and Princes, have
entertained famous and learned Phyfi...
zians, not onely allowing them a con~..
derableannual ftipend" but hav;~ :calfcd
them to great preferment and honour e
Erafiftratusfound out the difeafe of A.n..
tiochus,vi1C4. his love of his mother in Law,
ofwhich he recovered him, and received
ofhls Son Plolomyan hundred Talentse
Vemoc;de~ reflores the Tyrant polycrlltes
for two Talents of Gold; The fame
perfon for curing Darius had given to

hin}
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him avery rich chaine ofGold, and tWQ
golden Cups. Jacobus C9uerius Phyfi..
tian to Lewis the (econd King of France,
had 50000. Crowes yearely paid him;
and1hadderu the Florentine, got 50
Crownes daily, travelling op and down'
ro-cure the ficke.

The reward and gaines Phyfick bring..
erh in hath caufed many Students to
employ all their time and labourrherein ,
who for the moil part look more to the
profit then health of their: Neighbour,
and good of the Common-wealth: If
we indeed confider to how many infirmi..·
tieswe are fubjett, we Ihall finde pay.lick
to be as ncceffiry as food and raiment ,
and then able Phyfirians are to be fought
for, who may judicioufiy adrnlnlflerit;
but no man will employ. all his paines;.
coft, and labour, in that ofwhich he Ihal]
reap no harvefl , who will beanothers
fervant for no wages t WiUa Lawyee
plead without his Fee ~ neither is there
any i~,junaion or, law to command and
oblige a Doctor to cure for nothing. 'I:
would be very harq and rigorous, if any
man fhould be forced to glve awaywhae
properly belongs to him. Menpcratn
the SJracuJan had nothing for his paines

but
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but affected Divinity; .be would be
thought and accounted Jupiter, which
Was worfe then if he had required are..
ward fueable to his Calling.

The Brethren are fo far from receiving
a Fee, tha~ they fcorne it; fofar from
vain glory of their Iucceffe, that tbey
will not have fuch a favour acknow...
ledged. They have not one Medicine
for a great man, another for the poor,
but equally refpect both; frequent in vifi...
tW1g, comforters in affliction, and relie­
vers ofthe poor ; Their labour is their
reward, their paines to them gain; no
Mke or other Vermine can diminifh their
heap., no Dragon or wild Beaft can either
poifon or exhaufi their Fountain•.

Cee/ius Lib. 16. Cap. .0. tells us of
1(hilo a Phyfirian, who found out certain
Medicines which he called 1he Handsof
thegods; but this great Title was but as
Ivie hung out for a Ihew to take the eyes
of the Spectatours, to furprife the eares
of the Hearers, which promifed more
then they performed, and ra ther deluded
then helped any, havJng a glorious out­
:fide, but within dregs -and corrupt: But
the Brethren although they have the moll
efficacious Medicines in the' Worl~, yet

they
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they had rather conceal the Vertues then
boafl of them; their Powders perhaps
may be accounted a little Cinaber OJ;
{orne {light fluffe, but they effect more
then teems to be expected from them:
They poffelfe the Phl1laia and .Ilia ofBa­
filius, the Nepenthes that drives away for­
row ofH~'J11IJr and 1rifmegiftus, the Oynr...
ment ofGold, the fountain of Jupiter
Hammon, which at night is hot, at noon
is cold, Iukewarrne at fun riling and fet...
ting; for they contemn gaines and in­
come-by their poffiffion, neither are they
enticed with Honour Of Preferment;
they are not fo overfeen as one of whom
1ully Ipeakes, who wrote againtl others
affectation 'of efleerne, and placed his
name in the Frontifpeice of his Book that
he might be more known; they- embrace
fecurity; and are not buried but live and
are active in Glence.
. Is not this a rareSociery of men who,
arc injurious to none, bat reek the good
and happineffe of all, giving to each
perfon what appertains to him l .Thefe
Brethren do not adore the riling Sun,
meere Parafitesjwho conforme themfelves
to the becks of great men, their words
and actions aremasked with cheats,

Ie
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It is reported that the Statue ofDian«
by Art was(0 framed.chat if a prefent was
brought to her by a Pllgrlme, {he woul d
fhew a cheareful and pleafing counce..
nance ; but if anyone came empty (he
frowned, was angry" and Ieemed to
threaten: even fo is- the whole World,
wherein all things are fubjelt to Gold;
this duf] ofthe earth is of no value with
them, becaufe thole things are low in
their eyes which others much adore.
They had rather finde out a Mytlery ill
Nature then a Mine ; and as Gold ferves
to help forward their Hudies, fo they
efleeme of it a They wifhand are ambi­
tious of the age ofSolomon wherein there
was fo great plenty at Jerufa/em as tiles
en the houfes, fitveras common as flones
in the ftreet: fo in the golden age its
ufe was not known ~ men were contented
with what Nature freely afforded them,
living fdeRdly under the Government of
the father of the-family, without broiles,
Iusury, pride, much letfe war.

CHAP.
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CHAPe ViI..

Abufes in .tUedicine ce1t.[iJred 5, df the
long bills for oftentatlOtI, that the
phyfitian may not feeme an Empe­
riclz'J andfor the Apothecariet gah"
withtJut refpeO to the benefit and
purfe of the difeafed, when a .few
choice simpleJ might do the cure.

W E daily lee how many weeds
fprungfromGold, have and de

flill overrun the whole World; it hath
not onely overthrown Cities, deflroyed
Common.. wealthesjbut alfo hath corrup­
ted the Arts) and of Liberal madethem
almoft Servile

Let QS a Iictle( paffing by the reB) caft
our eyes upmn Mediclne, whofe ftreames
the further they have run from the Foun..
tain, tbe more dirt and mire they have

drunk
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drunk up, and now. at Iaf] they arc full
of flanch and filthineffe, We before have
faid that Nature is contented with a lit..
rle, which holds good as well in fickneffe
as in health; for the more fimple diet is,
the ealier it i s djg{~ed,b('caufe it is hard
to turn many heterogeneous things into
one fubfiance: fo likewife in difeafes,
the variety of Ingredients diflracts, if not
totally hinders Nature in her operation,
in regard the ftruggles not onelywlth the
infirmity but the very remedy , and how
can thole things which are oppofire and
fight amongfl themfelves, procure and
maintain peace ?

We confdIe that ajudicicus compofi..
tion.is neceffiry, becaufe .one fimple fpe..
cifickcannot confer to the cure of com­
plicateddiflempers ; fo that more Iimples
united may. efietl:that which one could
nOt; neither would we be thoughtfo
ttbfurd as to quefhon (0 good and requi..
ute a Method.

That which.we complainofls the great
NUIti tude-ofOmniumgatherum put .tQge­
ther of Hearbs, Roots, Seeds, Flowers,
Fruits, Barkes, hor or. cold, in the firft,
{econd, and tb.ir-d, degree; fo that you
fhall have .thirty» forty3 ormere Ingre-

dients
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dients in one Receipt, to {hew the Me..
mory and Art of a dull and blockifh
Phyfitlan, and to help the knavilh Ape­
thecary, who extolls his gain for lear..
nedneffe, the quick utterance of his drugs
for experimental knowledge.
O~ rhe contrary, if 3:ny one making

confcience of what he undertakes {hall
prefcribe a few rare and approved
Simples ( as that famous Crato did) Phy..
titian to three C£[ars) he Ihall be thought
an Ignoramus, if not a meer Empyrick;
although he excell thofe Heceipcmon..
gel'S by far in all parts or learning.

Take notice how the Apothecaries
flight a fhorr though effectual Bill, be...
caufe it brings in little profit; batif they
receive one a Cubit long, they bldTe
themfelves i and thus the Patienc pays
for his ficknelk, When if herecoversjhis
purfe wi 11 be fick,

Confider how injurious .there are to
eachperfon and the Common-wealth;
bv deflroying the/one they ·diminifbthe
other; for if they remaia, yet are' they
'bUt Jpoor members thereof; thedifeafe if
protl'afted byth~ c-ontrariety of :Medi­
'c.ines~andNatureweakaed.r We account
itabful'd when a 'ftraigbt way lads to

, ~g
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the wood, for hafle rocountermarch and
make windings which may confound
and not further: multitude- bre-ds in
molt things confufion, but efpecially in
Medicine;when the dfences of Simples are
not known.

We may fetch examples to confirme
this from a COUrt, where if everyone at.
the fame time may plead and declare his
opinion, the cafe would be made more
intricate, fo far would they be from de..
ciding the controverfy ; Wherefore it

few wife Counfellers on each fide will
dearly fiate the Cafe, and bring it to a
Iirdden and fafe determination. The
fame difcord will appeare in Phyfick, if
each Simple in the fame difeafe Ihould
have its operation, when a few felectones
may quickly do thebufineffe,

!t is therefore an expedient courfe
OUt ofmany things to chufe a few, out
of thole that are' good to pick the beft,
which may affift and ftrengthen Nature
in her conftiB:; if thefe obfervations
were taken notice of, a Pby fidan would
bot be, reputed able for his large rude
BHlt)but for the ~ality of his Ingre­
dients; the Apothecarywould have more;
cuftome~uufe men would notbe&ighe

ted
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red with the charge, and dye to {ave ex­
pences, but willingly fubmit to an cafy
and honeft cure,

Every thing is not to be efleemed ac­
cording to its bulk; we fee that brute
Beafts in body and quantity exceed a
man; but yet (he letie being Rational and
wife doth govern the other: a little
Gold is more worth then an heap of
Ilones; then a Mine of bafe mettals j (0
in Medicine, a fmall quantity may have
more vertue in it then a great meafure of
many Simples.

It is fufficiently known to wife men,
that the fame hearbs do alter under fe­
veral Olirnates ;'and that which is inno­
cent in one may be poifon in another ;­
wherefore it is not fafe to compound
India, Arabia, America, Germany, and
EneJand together; for the Sun and
Planets have a different Influxe upon chis
or that Country, and accordingly alter
the Planets; Nay we cannot De ignorant
that the fame feild abounds, as with:
wholefome fo with venernous hearbs;
we have examples of this truth in Mine­
rals; for common faIt alone is harrne..
leffe, as alfo your vulgarMercury , but
if thefe two be fublimed together they

E becoss
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become venemous and ranke poifon ~

but perhaps tome may think that this
proceeds from Mercury; which indeed is
falfe, for it may be brought by Art to
run again.and then its innocency returns;
fo Iikewiie the fpirit of Vitriol may be
taken without danger mixed with ano­
ther liquor, and the water of Salt-Peter
may be received into the body; bu t if
thefe two be dHUlled together, they
make a water that will eat any mettle
except Gold, and certain death to any
one that {hall take it ; but if yoN adde
to the former Armoniacks, its flrength is
Increafed, and it will reduce Gold into
a wacry and fluid fubflance, yet its nature
is pure and perfect..

It mJy be objc&td that Treacle, Mi...
rhridace, and ecnf,cHon of Hamech
with others 'VJ{TC cernpounded of many
Sirnpks; \A hich b('!n~ after long fermen­
tadeD well dJgdt~d became mot! Iove­
raif!.n ftml'clit:;.;; and have been in ufe ai~
nh'fr beC. J'tan~, cwo have helped many
thcniands ~}f people.

\'Vf deny Dot but thefe compofitioes
are {~cdJ«:r~t, and' have been in great
dh:.tul~lnfore~oRngand fattelf Ages; we
likc't1i!llle 24pprowf pi:l'hap,s of iixhundred

~r~
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more) if they are grounded upon expe­
rience; for they who firft invented thefe
Medicines did not confider whether the
Qjjaliries were hot or cold, but to their
Nature and Eifence, as rhey either rdified
poifon, or conduced to the Evacuation
of ill Humours in the body, as in Treacle
there is vipers flelh, and many others of
the fame vertue. Our difcourfe is againfl:
the vain extemporary ollenration in pre...
fcribing of Medicines compounded of
Plants hot, dry, cold, and moift, in this
and that degree.

We knew a Phyfitian who was wont to
boaf that he knew not anyone particu­
lar experiment, but all remedies were
alike to him refpectlve, the firft, fecond ,
and third <2l!.a.1 ides: and this fu rely
proceeded from his ignorance of what
was to be known; but a wife and prudent
fpirir fearches more narrowly, and de ...
fcends to particulars; For indeed it Is
more eafiy by general rules to palfe a
judgement of Simples.then by experience
to finde out the proper vertue of Speci­
flcks; and the reafon is becaufe each
Simple hath a peculiar property which
difiinguifheth it from another) aud fome...
times contrary; nay the Qualities do

E 2 not
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not onely differ in refpeCl: ofothers, but
the fame Simple may have effects diffe­
ring in it felfe, as it appears in Rubarb,
which in refpelt of its firf Qualities,
hot and dry, it doth encreafe Choler in
mans body, but in refpett of its dfence
and fpecifick nature it purgerh it. To
pa{f~ by Opium and Vinegar with many
orhers.we fee how the lame thing in their
firfl, Iecond, and third Qgalities have
many times contrary operations , (0
Runnet makes rhinne thick ned blood of
the hare) bur if it be very fluid it thic.....
kens it; fo alfo Vicrioll according to its
nature doth penetrate and is afhingenr,
yet it doth repel and difperfe Lead out­
wardly applyed to it: though Quick­
fi.lv~r is mof weighty, yet by the fire it
i fubl imed and afcends , and though it
is a thick groffe body, it may yet by Art
be made to peirce any body, and after­
wards be reduced to its own native pu­
rity.

Many more proofes might be brought;
for their is nothing in the World how
abjetf and low (Dever but it hath a Hampe
upon it, as a fure feale of its proper ver­
me) of which he that is ignorant
hath hitherto attained but the huske

and
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an d {hell, the outfide of knowledge.
Left therefore this errour in judgement

fuould corrupt practice, and mens Iives
thereby Ihould be in danger, We thought
it a good peice of fervice to defire thofe
who bend and employ their Iludies in
the Honorable facuIty of Medicine, [0

feek more after a. few rare and certain
Specificks, then to follow generals which
fo commonly deceive. Vile ought not
to {hew our (elves Io impious and undu..
tijul, as being in honour.having encreafe
of riches, to fcorne our poor parents; fo
Experience is the mother of Art; and
Ihall we now contemn her as having no
need of her l Experience hath been m­
lee the Mifirelfe of FooIes, and Reafon
the QQ.een of Wife men; but in a different
refpeec they ought not to be feparated ;
as many Experiments beget Reafon, fo
Reafon maintains and adornes Expe­
rience.

CHAP.
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C HAP. VI I L

'That many Medicines becaufe oftheir
high titles, and thefond opinion of
nten,who think..Jhat beft which cofts
mojt, are in great efteem; though
others of lejJe price, proper to the
CountrJ,~re far above them in excel..
lency andsoorth,

BEtides the abufes mentioned in the
foregoing Chapter) another is crept

in; the former were cheats in refpect of
Quantity and Quality 5 here by this the
purfe is emptied; for they fall in with
mens humours, who then think a thing
good when they have well bought it.

Hence Galen concealed his Golden
Emplaifier for the Squirt/mey, by which he
got an hundred Crownes, which indeed
was in it Ielfe of llctle worth; for there
are many things of excellent ufe which if

they
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ihey were divulged, would be fooIHhly
defpifed, becaufe vulgar hands pollute
whatever comes into them; fome reafon
may be whyafcer they are not fo fuccef­
ful, becaufe the Imagination and Fancy
works not fo ftrongly. and deiponds as
to the cure from fuch Illghr meanes, and
fo hinders the operation; tor although
another mans imagination hath little
force upon me,yet mine own much alter'S
the body and either hinders or furthers
a remedy in its working.

As this is cleare in many difeafes, Co
efpecially.In Hypocondriack Melancho..
ly, called the fharne of Phylicians, becaufe
rarely cured; wherein the non..effeB:in~
of the cure depends upon the prejudiced
imagination of the Patient) who defpairs
ofhdp; for cares, greife, and defpair,
do al tel' and change the blood, corrode
the heart, overwhelme the fpiries, that
they cannot perforrne their offices; if
therefore thefe can firfi be removed, there
is very great hope ofrecovery.

Under this Cloak many cover their
knavery and coveroufnetle, who leek no..
thing but gain by their practice; for
they call their Medicines by great names,
that the imagination of the Patient

E4 doting
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clofing with fo rich and precious rerne..
dies may promote the cure; and there..
fore they compound their Medicines of
rare Ingredients, as Gold, Silver, Pearls,
Eezoar, Ambergreafe, Musk, and many
more; and then they chriflen ithern aC­
cording to their birth. They call them
the Blllfome ofLife, the Great Elixar; the
Reflorative ofLife., Potable Gold, Butter
and Oylu of the Sun: and who indeed
can reckon up their tricks by which they
draw in and delude filch multitudes of
ignoran t people? yet their great names
are not altogether Infignificant , for by
their Baljom of Life, they meane thar
which maintains and keeps thernfelves
alive.

But grant thefe com y Medicines to be
good and ufeful, yet they mull confefle
that others not fo chargeable have grea~

ter vertues in them.
We may alto quefiion whether they

deale honeflly, and do not (ell a little
falt for Gold, and rank e polfon for the
Balfl·m oj life; we have known fame at
deaths door by their Mercury : I fpeak
this that others may be cautious; think
what-would come of lr, when one rnifla­
king adminifired Opium for Apium or

Parfly .
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Parfly r thus they try experience upon
mens bodies, and kill one to fave ano­
ther.

Belides, though there may be very
excellent Cordials or Antidotes, y e rae
they not appropriated to the difeafe, and
fo confequently little conducing to the
greife.

Confider then the abufe; the Patient
pays a great price for that which is of
fmall advantage to him, and (cornes
rhofe rneaneswhich are at an eafiy rate;
wherein alto there is no danger, as being
by experience confirmed, and by all
hands received.

It is not hard to prove that each Coun...
try abounds with Simples fuirable to the
Difeafes of that COUI1t:y, and that we
need not go Induz, or life Exotick
Drugs.

This Q!.!efiion hath' been handled by
many learned men; at prefent we will
not ipend much time about it. We deny
not men the life in Food and Phyfickof
India and Arabic~Spices; neither do we
condemn other moil excellent gifts of
God, but here We finde fault with the
price; let us therefore ufe them in their
placeand time: Perhaps fuch precious

things
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things were intended for great perfon s,
but yet great care mutt be ufed in the
preparation that they be not Sophiflica...
eed, I fay rich men may afford to pay
for there Medicines, who delight to eat
and drink Gold.and hope as by that they
ean purchafe all earthly things, fo they
may buyhealth.

Neither would webe thought ignorant
of the great vermes and rare efficacy of
Gold; but we fpeak againfl the abate of
thofe Irnpoflors who inftead thereof do
cheat and robbe z and we can aLfure all;
that there is no worth in the boiling and
reboiling of Gold: They indeed give
their rnenflruous fiuffe~ for diflolved
Gold, which being. reduced to a fpirit
may corrode; and let all men beware of
it; imitating a carelefle Cook, who if
he hath loft the broth in which the meat
hath been boiled, fets new upon the
Table which hath no heart nor ftrength
in it: So they when they have confirmed
and Iof] their Gold with Salts and other
wayes, they fell that which rernaines j

when the Bird is gone they fell the Nefl;
and this they call Potable Gold Ipiritu­
alized becaufe Invifible : it may be they
put Gold into their furnace; but that

they
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they by thofe means can produce fueh
Medicines we deny. There were many
AlexltMder6, many called by the name of
Julius, but yet but one Ale~a;;dqr the
Great, one Julius GeJilr, the others agree
onely in name.

Should anyone enquire into the excel...
Iency ofour own COUll tries Simples, he
would hsve work enough upon his
hands. We Ihall leave tkis to another
time and place.

But betides theprice.may we Dot julUy
fufpe& the preparation, that they inflead
of true may fell falfe compofitions fail­
ing in their An and Profeflion l for the
ballance of Humane frailty being at the
one end by Jufike, at the other by Profit,
the 1aft overweighs; becaufe honefly
may be an hinderance to us, but profit
brings pleafure and delight along with
it. So now Merchants count it part of
their Trade to learne and skill the adul­
terating of their Commodities; when
the Tbebans would admit no fuch per..
Ions to the Magiftracy, unlefle they had
left offtheir Trade at leaf ten years be...
fore, by which time they might forget
to cozen , but J will not here cenfure
all of that Calling: the {arne may be

(aid
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faid of thofe who fell Medicines, whether
Phyfitians or Apothecaries, if they abufe
their profeflion.

It remaines to {hew that Specific;ks of
Vegetables and things of little worth,
are more powerful againft any diteafe
then thofe which are of fo great price;
neither ls the realon fctch'd farre ; for
they whoreProperty abfolutly refills the
rna lady, they (I fay) rnuf needs be more
df:CtuaIJy then thofe who accidentally
fuit the difeafe, and by racer chance
work a cure. In Mechanicke Arts if a
man excellent in one fhould boafl of his
skill in another which he never Caw, you
would finde him a bungler in it; but
employ the fame in that Trade wherein
he hath been brought up, and he will
{hew himfelf to be a workman: So in
difeafes, when each Specifick doth its
own office, there is an happy iffue, but
applied to another proves of no effect ;
neither can it be expected from one man
( thought he had an hundred hands) to
conquer an Army, which yet choice
Bands of experienced Souldiers may eafi­
Jy overcome; but we have been tedious
about this fubjett.

CHAP
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CH A P. IX,.

7hd 11id11y are haters (}f Chymiilry ,
tfnd others [come theufe of Vege­
tables and Galenical compojtio13S,;
either of which mdY be uJeful ilt
proper Cafes.

A·S the Palats of men are not aU ca...
ken With the fame tafie, but what

is pleafing to one, is loarhfome to ano-­
ther; fo mensjudgements do differ, and
what one approves the other a{fents not
unto; both which happen or are caufed
as by Sympathy or Anrypachy, drawing
them on to embrace, and provoking
them to hate Iuch a thing; io alfo by
prejudice or reafon corrupted.

Some dare not taile Cheefeall their
life; fome abflaine from it a few years;
lome drink onely w,u:er, refuung Wine
or Ale» and in th,li;:fe there Is gn~at va'"

rie(Y~
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rlery , no lefle is the difference amongft
Mindes: Whence it is that two mee­
ting when neither hath feen or heard of
the other, at the firf] fight, Ihall defire and
feek each others friendfhip , and on the
contrary, whence is it that one hates an­
other from whom he never received in­
jury? as evidently appears by one com­
ing where two arc gaming, he prefently
{hall finde his affection to clofe with the
one, and if his wifh might fucceed he
fhould winne; and he would gladly have
the other 10Ce, thoug h he neither re..
cevid courtefie from the one, nor harme
or ill word from the other.

Now as much as the underflandlng
excells the taRe, and dull and fenfual fa­
culty ; fo much a. truly wife man furpaf­
feth one that cncly outwardly feerns ju­
dicious; one by refleetion confiders and
weighs the matter.jhe other not fo acute­
ly apprehending is tempted to rafhnefle ,
Thus many learned men whofe Fandes
have not been in due fubjection to their
underflandings, have abufed themfelves,
and have heedlefly embraced this as
good, and cdl off that as evil.

It may feem as flrange in Medicine
that fome Doctors Ihould one!ypre..,

fcribe
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{cribe Vegetables and Galenical Phyfick,
perfettly hating Ghymiflry, and that
others wholly inclined to novelty ilionId
refute all Medicines that are not Chymi­
cally prepared.

Both parties (i n mine opinion) are
fwayed more by Fancy then Reafon ; for
I fuppofe it abfolutly neceflary to andy
fidl your ancient dogmatical Medicine
both as to the Speculative and the Pra­
lHcal part, and to correll: the faults as
we have already pointed in the hrft, fe­
cond, and third QQaIities; and the fame
courfe is to be tak en in Chymifiry, (0
that they be without fufpieion and de.­
ceir e and firR we will 'begin with the
old.and then proceed to the new,

We have fuffidently proved that there
are occult properties and fpecifick ver­
[lies in Simples, as no learned Galeniit
ever denyed , who have alfo confefled
that thefe did not work from their ~a",
Iiries or degrees, but their natures to
mitigat( Sympcomes, take away the
caufe of the difeafe, and to Enthronize
heaRth In mans body ~

If this be true, w~y are not Phyfirians
more lCan'eful in gathering and rightly
r~&~rfil,adWg the BJillWrC of Simples?

F'~rndittJ
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Fernelius in his Book De abditis rerur'3
caufis, faith that this Specifick vertue
which he calls the Forme-lies hid in every
part of a Simple, and is difufed through­
out all the Elements; hence if by Chy"
mHlry water is drawn off, ovlc is eX~

tracted, and Salt made out of the aihe ,
each of rhefe jthe Water, Oyle; and Salr,
hath the Specificall vertue of the Simples,
but I (uppofe one not fa much as ano­
ther, yet all joyned together are perfea
and compleat.

Thefe things being laid down and
confirmed, we mufl confeffe that the out­
ward tangible body of any Simple that
may be beaten, cut, fifted, boiled, n.ing­
led with any other, to be the barke, the
carkalIe, and habitation of the Specifick
~ality which is the pith, the foul, the
houfbolder: And now what {hall we
fay of our common preparations in ApoD
rhecaries (hops, which have good and
Bad, nay moil corrupt in them? would
not all laugh him to fcorne who being
commanded to call a Mafier out of his
houfe, will needs have the houfe along
too? that cannot ufe the birds unleffe
the neft be an Ingredient, that cannot
tat Ojftere unletk he may alfo devour

tbe
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theIhels t But the Apothecaries think:
this lawful enough, becaufe they can do
no better; rhefeoccult Qyalities indeed
are fa fubrile, that they make an eaGy
drape, unlefle they be narrowly watch'd,
and with a great skill houfed or incor­
porared, Camphire lofeth its ftrength
unlefle it be cherifhed with flaxe-feed;
Rubarb is preferved by waxe and the
fpidts of "Vine; the Salt ofgoats blood
does evaporate.if it be not clote Ilopp'd
in glaffes.

What (hall we then fay ofthefe Speci­
fical QQallries feparated from their bo­
dies? will not they return to their firlt
prindples? for who can Ieperare the
Ql!.alide of burning from the fire? the
qualitie of moifining fro rn the water?
but if this be irnpoflible in fimple bodies,
how much more difficult is it in com­
pound ~

1could therefore wilh that Medicines
were ufed which were lawful, poflible,
and reafonable, that laying afideollen­
ration and pride, truth might flourlfh.

Perhaps we might allow of Syrups,
Juleps, Conferves, did not that great
quantity of Sugar clog the natural ope­
ration ofthe Simple: Perhaps we might

F approve
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approve of Electuaries, Opiats, Antia
dotes, unlefle the multitude of fimples
confufedly put together' did hinder, if
not totally cxtinguifh the true Venue:
Perhaps Pills.and all bitter, fowre, {harp..
fiinking Medicines are good; but yet
they ddlroy appetite" caufe loathfbme­
nerre, that a Patient had better endure
the difeafe then the remedy , if bitter­
nefle, fowrnelie, Iharpneffe, and an ill
favour, are the Specifical Qualiries, they
Ihould be rather checked then let 100(c;
and indeed they are but handmaids to
their Miftfiae~ but Iubfervienr to the
fpecifical Qualicy , and the true diffe­
rence is difcovered by Chymiflry, for it
ft:parates the impure parts from the pure~

jf rightly ufed r yet rniflake not, we (ay'
not that Chymical preparations are al~

together fpirimal and without any body,
but are more peircing and fubtile, more
defecated then groffe bodies made more
heavy by a great quantity of Sugar, Io
that they are not frfe and at liberty to
act and play their parts.

By this time you may fee the folly and
madneffe of thofe who hate Chymifiry,
which ought to be ufed, but with care
and judgement; for it is not the part

of
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of a Phyfician to burn, lance, cauterize,
and to take away the cauie of the difeafe,
by weakning the Patient, and indanger­
iog his life; but Syrnprornes mufl be a­
bated, nature reflored and comforted by
fafe Cordials. One Archngl1tus was the
firU Chirurgian tha t came to Rome, and
was honourably received; but coming
to ufe lancing and burning, he was
thought rather an hangman; and for the
like caufe at one time all the Phyfitians
were banithed Rome. One Cbarmis a
Phyfitian condemning the judgement of
his Predeceflors, fet up new inventions of
his own, and commanded his Patients in
froit and {now to bath in cold water, as
Pliny reports; who faith alfo that he hath
Ie en old men fct freezing them by his di­
reftion. Acefias about to cure the Gout,
looked more to the difeafe then paine,
which by neglect encreafed, whence the
Proverbe had i ts Original, AcefiM medi..
catus eft, as Ernfmus hath it) when the
condition growes worfe, AcefiM his
Cure.

It is cleare enough from what hath
been delivered that Nature is bef] fads..
tied when profitable and wholefome
things are applied. AJc!epiadrs an inti-

F ~ mate
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mate friend ofCl1. Pompey fii it Ihcwed the
benefit of W1 ne to ticke pertons.rccover­
ir~ a man carded co his aravej he taughr
to maintain health by a moderate uie of
meat and drink, an exact care in excer­
cife, and much fI.Jbblng ; he invented
delightful and pIeafing potions, he com­
manded bathing, and for cafe to his Pa­
tients invented h:mging beds, that Ileep
might furprize them in filch a careleffe
poflure. The fame Pliuy faith that Demo­
critus was a Phyhdan, who in theCure
of Conjidi« Daug hter to Conful Sereiluu,
did forbeare harfh means.and by the long
and continual ufe of Goats milk reco...
vend her.

Agron as Ccrlius reports, Lib. 13. cap.
22. was a Phyfitian ai Athens, who in a
great Plague when many were infected,
did onely caufe to be made great fires
nigh to the place; and thus did Hippo­
crater, for which he Wasmuch honoured,

Whence we may leame that mild and
gentle ufage in a difeafe is more effica..
cions to the taking away of the caufe,
and to healing theSymptomes,then harfh
and rugged dealing. The Mariner doth
pray for a full gale many times to force
him into his d fired Harbour) neither

doth
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doth the Traveller goe in a direct line,
yet both in the end atraine their hopes.
We read that Fabius by delay conquered
his enemy, fo that it is a Maflerpeice of
prudence 'well and maturely to deliberate
and then to execute; yet the method of
curing remaines and the Axioms are
finne; viz. If checaufe be taken away,
the dfdl ceafeth ; if the difeafe is cured,
the Sympromes do vanilh and weare
away_

But Chymiflry flores and fupplies us
with Medicines which are Cafe, plcafanr,
and Coone perforrne that for which they
were inrended r and others have abun­
dandy fer forth this in their WritiRgS,
and therefore it will not be requifire to
Rand longer upon it.

Now let us face about and view rhofe
who are meer Chymifls; thefe would
be called young 1heop"rnj1" affeain~

like their Malter a Divine Tide, which
he neither had by his Father nor Mother,
but aflurned ic to himfelfas molt Magni­
ficent and glorious: but withom an
doubt he was a man of eminent and ad­
mirable knowledge in the Art of Phyfick ,
yet Curdy it would be worthily judged
madneffe for his fake alone, to forfake

F 3 the
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the Ancients and follow his new inven..
dons.

It may {cern an abfurd thing for one
to undertake to reflore a very old man
to his former firen~th, becaufe death it
then approaching, and every man as
length mull(ubmic to his Scepter.

Is not the vVorld now ancient and
full ofdayes, and is it not folly to think
of recovering and calling back its yomh?
furely their new Medicine cannot revive
the dying World, it may weaken it and
haflen its end: yet flay I pray you, do
not imagine that I do at prefent cenfure
the excellent and plainly divine Prepa..
rations of Chymiftry , but rather the
pe rfons who profdfe it, who make it
their bu finefle to deflroy, but endeavour
not to build, who trample on others to
raife and exal t themfelves s 3S 1heJJa!us
of old did, railing againfi all men who
were not his followers: So Chrj{Ippus
Mailer to Erafi~rtltus, to gain prehemi­
nence, drfpi(cd and changed Hippocrates.
There and fuch like men are wont to
promife much, but perform little; for we
may certainly conclude, that although
(uch perfons may affect greatnes,yet they
Ihalnever attain it byfuch indireet means.

I would
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Iwouldmany of theParaulfians did not
too much conforrne to their Mailers vices;
if many late writings were [canned, and
their abufes and tart language againfi
others left out, I doubt their volumes
would very much {brink; it Were much
better that dlfeates the common enemies
were more lookt after, then private
grudges amongfl Phyficians thernfelves
revenged: Brute beafls do barke, Ihew
their teeth, and [pit vcnornc , a mans
"veapoD is Reafon by which he Ihould
foile his adverfaries,

As touching Cbymiflry, we highly
commend and admire thofe things in it
which are good" but yet (0 as not to de­
fpiCe Gelenical Medicine, which in fome
cafes is as effeB:ual: my opinion is that
each ought to be ufcd in its proper place.
Men are not meer Ipicirs but corporeal
Subllances, and therefore need not Me..
dlcines exalted to their highef degree of
perfcCtion,at leaf in every greife applied
to every perfon and to every part or
member. There are fome difeafes which
being hot and dry are not to be cured by
Chymical prefcriptions, whofe Ingre­
dients or Preparations have the like
Q.lalities. In a Common wealth there

F 4 is
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is a Merchant, there is an Husbandman,
but one ought not to fupplant the other;
fo a- prudent Phyfirlaa will make ufe of
both as he fees occafion ; the one for a
Country man, the other for a delicate
Perfon; the one in flight diflempers, the
other in dangerous cafes ; the one for
pleaiantnefle, the other for efficacy as ne­
ceflicy requires.

C HAp. X.

Concerning the unJufferable oiees of
many phyjtianf, from which the
Fraternity of R. C. "hfree.

W E have not without fufTIdem caute
faid fornerhing of the abufes of

Medicine, which the Brethren warily
Ihunned by their firft Law, which was,
That they Ihould cure rhe ficke Gratis;
for the greedineffe of Phyiirians puts
them upon unjuf and i11egall actions.
Whence comethofe terrible long Bills?

thofe
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rhofe (hort dear Bills.but from coveteouf­
nefle ? (very one more {hiving to inrich

.himfelfe then to help the dileafed ; yet
we deny to none their honefl gains.
Juflice and Truth Ihould fway them in
their praCtice: let them follow the me­
thod of Hippocretes and Gillen; yet Na­
turc indeed is more to be look'd after
then either of them, as a fure guide into
its own m06 intricate fecrets e but from
the faults of remedies we will come to
the faults of Phyfitians thernfelves, by
\I hieh fo many Patients do and have
mifcarried,

They are commonly rhefe , Self-con..
ceir, Pride, Malice, Hatred, Calumnia­
tion in word and writing .Covereoufnefs,
Ignorance, [oyned with a grat Huck of
Confidence, or rather Impudence.

This Self-conceit becomes no man, if
a man is puffed up like a bladder, he
may be fooner broken.and hisglory will
vaniih; his greamefs encreafeth his dan..
ger; neither is Pride to be allowed of;
it blairs all pares and endowments, and
if the man efcape the envy ofothers, yet
death or a flight Feaver makes him fall,
and he who even now was lifted up
through ambition, is brought down to

the
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the earth. It is not true Iearning thae
caufeth men to fwell, but an emprlnefs,
they fuppofe thernfclves to be knowing
men, when as indeed they underfland
not the depths of Nature. Socrates had
learned a leilon of ignorance,after mnch
fludy he found out his infufficency; if
there vapourers would turn over a new
leaf) they would Ice their former pre..
fumption.

Mark how Malice and Hatred profpers
when two are fer againft each other, they
endeavour by making thernfelves a com"
man laughing Hock, utterly to undo
both, and each at length is whip'd with
his own rod. There is this benefit in
having an envious adverfary , that he
rpends and walls away; his malice feeds
upon hirnfelf ; fo rhac it is better for any
man to deferve the envy or another rather
then his pirry, the one fuppoGng him
happy, the other miferable : This vice
as the Ivie by embracing trees doth
fpoile them; this vice I lay clings to
great perfons.and Iecrecly corrodes their
Honour and Fame; what noble exploits,
What vertuous deeds have been performed
but they have been blown upon by fome
peltilenrial breath? This was the caufe

of
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offurious Caines murtherinz his righte­
ous Brother Abel,and that Jupiter £truck
.lEfculnpius with a thunderbolt: to avoid
this many have forfaken their Coun...
rries and Jived amongfi flrangers , as did
Iphicrates in Tbracia,'Iimotbeus in Lesbos,
Lhabrias in /Egypt, Cbares in Sigeum)
who were all Grecians ; amonalt the Eo­
11Jan.c~ Pompey after [0 many inagnificent
Triumphs, for his great and and famous
ViEtories withdrew into the Country,
and came Ieldome in publick, that he
might efcape [he envy and malice which
he feared, becaufe of his innocency and
grcamdfe.

What Iha ll we think of that monfler
AriJiotle, who ( as it is reported) was
[0 Ipighrful to his Malter Flatu, that he
caufed many of his works to be burnt
that he might Ihine brighter? he was
fearful his honour Ihould be eclipfcd by
his Maflers greamefs . AUlX hated Vlyffes,
Zoilus Homer; Vidimus Alexandrmus was
enemy to M. Tllll. Cicero. Palemon the
Grammarian toM. Varro; Cefar io Cato;
Arhianus to 'ir/nan, M. CraJJus to Pompey)
Alex.inder to Achilles at the Iiaht of his
Sepulcher, julius C.efar to Alexander,
and many others who were all poffeifed

with
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with this evil [pirit; but in Mec!l(:r:;
fuch practices are more dangerous, .',-~

caufe the body of man being of more
worth then Arts or other trifles) is enga..
ged,as being the filbjefr ofMedicine.

This flame encreafeth and molt com­
monly breaketh out; envy turns [0 Ca­
lumniation; hence is it that {d many
vain Pamphlets are Cent abroad full of
bitter expreflions, which become n;) ra­
tional prudent man; but this vice hath
been by many fer our, and wewill {pend
no more paines upon it.

Coveteoufneffe is another vice which
hath infected many Phyfirians.who make
it their onely fludy to heapup riches.and
though their flrengch of body is decay'd
through age, yet with a m,){l rigorous
defire do they endeavour after money ;
nay though they have one foot in the
grave, they will have another in a bag to
counterpolze them. Phyfitians ind eed
above others are tempted to this vice; for
when they grow old they are molt fought
unto becaufe of their experience; and
by this means they are encouraged to fet
Silver above Juftice, and Gold above
Confcience, But if an Apothecary be
coveteous and gret'dy, more mifcheifes

do
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do enlue , all his compofitions will be
made up either of Hale or falfe lngre­

.dienrs, 10 that bod'l the Ph}' fitian and
Patient are cheated; the one is cenfured
for ill fuccefft, the other is not onely not
cured, but may complain of the bad
Phylick as of a new diieafe,

I {hall [peak nothing concerning the
abilities and qualifications of a tryed,
examined, and Iicenfed Phyfitian , but of
the unskilfulnelle of thofe who rafhly
undertake to practice when they want
knowledge and learning to gUide and
direct them; they Rudy impudence; and
nore, that an illiterate rude fellow in
maintaining his opinion fhall alwayes
appeare moil confident: their Geefe are
Swans, their abfurd receipts are Oracles
and Myfleries, and they are enjoyned to
conceale what they know not; if any
one oppofeth them, they either Ilandcr
him or envy him perfectly.

Thefe and the like vices have no place
amongf our Fraternity; they are not
Emulous or Arrogant, they are not
Spightful and Envious, but delight in
jnftrutting one another in Myfteries; no
brawling or ditgraceful fpeeches are ut­

tered amongft them, much Ieffe are they
coveteous, The



7 8 the Myfteries aud Lawes

The Book M. declares their skill as
well in other Arts as in Medicine; If any
one pleafe to confulr their other Books,
and weigh diligently [heir nature and
all circumflances, he (h:111 finde what we
have {aid abunda ntly there confirmed.

~-----,~---~--

C HAP. X I.

fFhether anyone of the Fraternity be­
ing called to a Patiem, is boundto
appesre ? and whether they are
able to cure aU Difiafts; as well
thofe that are accounted iecerable;
as thofe that are thought curable?

THe aCtion s of men as well as their
perfons are fubjea to many mlt­

carriages; as the one may die, fo the 0"

ther may beforgoten; as the one may be
Infirrne, fo the other may be abufed ,
wherefore an Act was invented by which
all worthy deeds might faithfully be

kept
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kept and tranfmitred to poflerity. Per­
Com indeed whofe Offices are publick,
in performance of their duties of trufl,
are necdfarily bound if occafion requires,
to act publickly in their place: But if in
the little World any diforder happens,
as a difeafe fubverting health, the fick
perfon irnmediatly goes not to a Magi...
ftrare, but a Phyfirian ; wherefore Medi­
cine properly refpeas not the publick,
but the private health of this or that Pa­
tient; therefore it will follow that a
Phyfitian being not cornpell'd by the
Law, nor ingaged by fervice , {hall be
forced to vifit any Patient who fendsfor
him; for a Phvfitian doth not prefcribe
to all, but to a particular fick man, and
is a Iervant to Nature, but not to the
difeafed whom he governs by his rules
till he hath reflored them to health.

We may enquire more Hri&ly concer..
ning thefe Brethren, whether Iince they
profeffe andy Medicine as their firft Law
enioine, if wrote unto, or fpokm to for
the taking away of a difficult difeafe,
whether in any particular place they muf
appcare being engaged thereto.either by
prornifc, or charity? We anfwer nega..
tively ; for if other Phyfirians are not

Co



80 The Myfleriet andLatoer

loftreightncd,much ldfe are they, who
do their Cures without price, who expet\:
not a reward from men but from God,
to whom as alfo to the lawful Magiftracy
they are obedient.

Furthermore, whether all difeafes are
cured by them, even thofe whom others
judge pafl help, as the Lcproufy, the
Dropfy, the Peflilence, the Cancer, the
Hettick, the Gout, and many others ?
'tie antwer , that they ingenioufly con­
tdfe in their writings that they know
not the time of their own death, and
they acknowledge that all men mlJH ray
their debt to death, which cannot be hin ....
dred or prevented by any Medicines,
if according to predeftinatlon it feifes
upon any man; and to endeavour againft
Providence were impious and vain.

But there are three degrees confider..
able in the forementioned maladies; The
beginning, the Increafe, the flate: At
the ficfi all or mofl of thefe difeafes arc
cureable, when they prevaile (omewhar
over Nature remedies may be had; and
doubdeffe the Brethren have Medicines
which will effea: the cure, Gods provi­
dence affifiing them in their lawful en­
deavours , fuch difeafes in their height

which,
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which have a tendency to death are in..
curable; as for common iickndfes we
finde that either Galenical or Cbymical
Preparations may remove them.

We will now declare the rcafons why
fornetimes the moll able Phvfitians are
foiled and difappointed. Firf] we mul]
know that difeates are the dIe:Ets of fin,
and deferved punilhment doth often­
times {hut om favour, fo that tedious
ficknefles and death are means which
God ufeth to check finners, or chaltiie
his people; in vain therefore w il l man
labour co Irultrate the Decree of the Al­
mighty in Ius will and pleafure, The
fecond reafon rmy be drawn fro:n the
nature of Difeates, which are eirher dead..
ly in thernfelves, or as thfY are confe..
(],uences cJ others being produced by
them. The Plurifie or the Iniiamadon
of the Pleura although it is dangerous,
yet if direct means be applied in time, it
is helped and cured: But if the matter
inflamming is not evacuated by letting
blood, or byexpec}orations there will
follow a corrotion of the Pleura, and the
corruption Howes into the cavity of the
breafl , and thus another difeafe is £el1Ee

rated cailed Emr.iema e and now ifNa-
• r.:

.;1 turf
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ture Hands not much the Patients friend,
and doth not convey this matter into the,
water courfes, as often is feen, or alfo by
Art {orne Mofels are opened, and the.
corruption within forty dayes carried
away, the Lungs wlll be ulcerated, and
a Confurnption will enfue altogether
incurable.

The QE.eflion is whether cureable
Difeafes are by them helped? Such in...
deed would end without any appllea..
tion , and Nature needs no affifiance to
Iuch enemies, fa that then Medicine were
ufeleffe; for who will trouble himfe1fe
to feek after means, when his greife will
{hardy of it felfe ceafe and go away?
Though here be many difficulties
couched, yet we {hall breifly flate the
cafe s Let thofe who are unfatlsfied in
large Trearifes (hew whether in the
World it was abfolutely necdfary that
all things Ihould be done which are done,
or whether they might have been other...
wife difpofed of. CIlyda11lu and the
Sroicks do attribute all events to fatal
neceflicy, to which they do fubjecr God
himfelf, as not being able to refift ; fo
blafphemous are they.

We hold &hat God b a free Agent om...
nipotenr,
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nlpotenr.he can do what ever he pleafeth;
he hath made Nature his handmaid, and
thehaving received a Commiflion doth
accordingly act; the producerh all rhings
either for the good and happinefs ofmen,
or elfe to plague and punilh them, and
ofthis rank are Difeafes, and Death it
[dfe cometh [rom Iuch prevalent difea­
fes : But God alone difpofdh of good
or evil to every one; he indeed gener;;\1Jy
lets Nature keep its courfe, but fome­
times to fhew his freedom, he interrupts
that order, and by a particular provi..
dence thwarts the intention of Nature
whether it tend to health or iickndk;
it is in his power to Ihortcn it diieafe
which to us may feern tedious, he can
keep off Death when we ~ive over the
ufe of means. Now if Gcd forefees the
(he evils which naturally hang over men"
and doth not pnvent ibch evils but
therewith win punHh men, he is not the
Author of that evil forefecn and brought
upon anyone by nature, although (00)('"
times he fends miraculous plagues IJpon
his enemies. Hence is that faying; 0
Ifracl thy dtftruttion is from thy ftlfe, becau]e
tlly wick.!dncffi hath drawn down judgc­
ment, upo;z tbine £Iud. When (orne of

G~;r\l:~
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the wife Heathens had taken notice of
this; they feigned Pleafure and Sorrow,
to be lincked together, as if the exceffe
thereofwere to it felfe a fufficienr punifh­
menrs They alfo faid that a Difeafe
was brother to Death, that by fweat
vertue was attained; and to this purpofe
is that place in Seripture; 7:here is no
evil in the City that isnot from God, where
is meant the evil of punilhmenr, either
brought upon any perfon rniraculoufly
and by the immediate hand of God) or
elfe naturally falling upon him.

Hence we learn the birth and original
ofVice, it proceeds from the corrupted
Nature of fallen man; his will enjoyes
its liberty in refpeB: of earthly things,
bur as to heavenly things its not free:
Its with a man as with a weak infirm
perfon who cannot lift his hands to his
head, but with cafe he can let them hang
downwards. So Iinful man naturally
Inclining to finfulnefs, without any
paines falls into wickeduefs, he needs no
particular inftintl: from God; but the
ftrength which muf fupport his infirmi..
ties, exalt him to Heaven, fo that he
may obey God, is not from man himfelf,
but from thefr~e grace and mercy of his

heavenly
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heavenly Father, who hath mercy on
whom he will; but yet excludes none
from his favour· who forfaking earthly
things do accept of the true means and
receive the benefit thereof, who pray and
endeavour to their utrnof] ability to be
what they fhould be, committing them­
felves firft and chiefly to God, and then
to Nature, who faithfulIy obeys him in
all things,

CH A P. XII.

That the Brethren of theFraternity do
uIe onely lawful andnatl1r/11 reme...
dies.

THe holy Scripture makes mention of
a King of Juda wh 0 being fick of

the plague and death feemed to approach,
by divine providence was healed by ha...
ving Figs applied to the fore,and he lived
many years after; fo that we fee that

0, God
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0<..1('1 can miraculoully direct to means
which in rhermelves are nawraI, as in..
dn.'o this was a very lawful remedy, and
ire n:;.;[cn is not unknown: fo here we
vvHi examIne whether the means which
the B;'cthrcn ufe be of rherntelves lawful
and warrantable. A certain Author
t hinkinz to inlinuate himfdfe into the
L~vO'Jr ~f the Brnhren, Ipeaks of rare
ble.lings and Exorcitmes by which a
man may pronwte the happinefs of his
Paiienrs and curfe and endamage his Ad­
verfarics , but who will dteem this law­
ful and good? Such things may catch
fornc filly old women and by them be
accounted (f.cre~s: they would be the
gl'GHtfi flwder 1:naginable to the learned
Fr;,uernicy ; Jut' the Brethren ufe natural
mi:311S with, u: any mixture of fuper­
Hition, <I::; we nny fee by the example of
him at Pt!~t~./at; who wl.h application
of one SImple took a WJy the raging
plln of an Lllcerared Cancer, whom pharo
ui,}f applauds for his rare AI t; for by the
fame hearb be alfo did the Cure, the
fame Brother carried a bag of roots and
hearbs alwayes about with him; he
much commended the Bryonyroot, but
chafe the bitter one; he taught alfo the

occult
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occult vertue and proper ufe of many
Simples, which are lof and forgotten.

We will not decide the controverfy
whether the Simples ought to begathered
according to particular conflellations;
many very learned men do favour this
opinion: As firft of all Barthol. Cara
richtertls, who divided the mofi appro­
ved and effectual Simples according to
four Triplicities of the Signes in the Za­
diack, and in each of them made three
degrees. I have known many who ad­
dicting rhemfelves to this fiudy, have
thereby been able to cure very dangerous
Iickneffes, efpecially old Ulcers and out­
ward grflfe~.

That fo many lights fhould be placed
in the Heavens to no end and purpofe, it
were profane to imagine, becaufe God
created all things to aCt according to
their nature; and fureIy the Stars were
made to yeild their influences, and there
is not any doubt but that Vegetables,
Mineralls, and Animals, do receive their
occult ~alities from them; he thereee

fore is an happy man who can fearch
out the effeet by the caufe, and by the
effetl: is able to judge of the caufe, Plants
have relarion as well to the heavens as

G 4 to
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to the earth ,and he who knows this come.
munity is a great Artifi; but the Brethren
employ a 11 their time in thefe Myfieriesj
as they confeif:: a s well in their Fomit

and cODfd1Jon as in other writings.
\Ne dare nor. affirm that their Aflrolo ..

gy IS the lame with that which IS vulgar­
ly profefled, o~· their Boranick cornmon ,
for theirs are toun ded upon certain and,
true Axioms; {ubje:et to no change but
alwayes continuing the fame worth and
vertue.

Other Axioms arc Co infirm, that they
oftentimes are provcdfalie and admir of
correction, XC is an Axiom that all
V.Jine is hot, which hith~no hath been'
received 2.S true; but if from (orne Conn-­
try be brought Wines whofe nature is
cold, the fa/fity wil I appeare. He who
never raw a Bat or doth not confider in­
fects will immediately c!<lY, that every­
thing that flies hath feathers; when then:
are alfo flying {ilb wh ich make ufe of
rheir fins, fo that there are many excep"
rions belong to the gener01'l rule: Who
would not conclude this for a certain
truth that four-footed creatures cannot
paffi: rhorow the Aire as weH as they
palk on the Earth but by flying? but

(xpe..
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experience confutes this; for the Indian
Cat by fpreading {erne membranes (not
wings) frem her hinder f,:tt to her for­
mer,gofs in the Aire whether {he pleafethr
But the Axioms laid down and followed
by the Brethren are Iuch wh ich faile not,
their prindples alwayes attain their end;
(o that there is nothing d. ficient in them
which may occlude Of dirninifh their
perftLHon ;wherefclfe cures wrought by
properties truly drawn from the Stars
and the Planets, mnft n: cdfarily be true
& certain ; for rr e dlecrs do fur ely refult
from their can(fs not anticipated or mi­
flaken. Hewho promiieth with fire, to
heat, to dry, to burn, is not deceived,
neither doth he deceive, bccaufe he hath
that which can perfaro) all thefe offices:
fo if they undertake a Cure, there is no
doubt but that they can cifca it; bccaufe
they know and can make lifeof the true
and proper means, which Mediums are
purdy natural, the hidden treafure of
Nature, the extraordinary gifts of God.
They apply themfclves onely to the
fiudy of Natural Magick, which is a
Science containing the deep Myfteriesof
Nature, neither is this divine knowledge
given to any byGod" bat to thofewho

are
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are Religious, good and learned. Orl­
gfn rral1atu. So ruper Matth: faith, that
the Magical Art doth not contain any
thing (ubftfiing, but alrhough it fhould,
yet that mufl not be evil or fubjeCt to
contempt and fcorne, The fame 2;.
Homil. fUfrer Num. fpeaking of Natural
Magick, doth diflinguifh it from the Di­
abolical: many hold that 1,aueus ex­
erciled the Natural Magick onely , and
we do not deny it. philo Hebreus lib. de
Legibw, {peaks thus , That true Magick
by which we come to the knowledge of
the fecrer works of Nature, is fo far from
being contemptible J that the greateR
Monarchs and Kings have fludied it ; nay
amongfi the Pcrj!t1f1S none might Reign
unleffe they were skilfull in this great
.f:. ft.

Magick (as forne define it) is the high­
dr, moll abfolute.and divinefl knowledge

( ofNatural Philo(oFhy advanced in its
wonderful works and operations, by
a right underllandiug of the inward and
occult venue of rhings;fo that true agents
being applied to proper Patiencs,flrange
and admirable e:ff:tts will thereby be
produced , whence Magitians are pro­
found and diligent fearchers into Na..

ture
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rure , they becaufe of their skill know
how to anticipate an dfet! which to the
Vulgar {hall Ieern a miracle: As if any
one {hall make Rofes bud in December;
Trees to fiourifh in January; Ihall caufe
3 Vintage in May, produce Thunder and
Raine in the Airc ; as Jeho Bl1ptifta porta
reacheth lib. 2. De Magia naturali ; alfo
.Roger Bacon did the Iarne . Julius C n.~

mil/us a man to whom we may give
credit, affirms lhrtt he faw a childe for­
med by an Alembick, which lived fome
hours: a very Ilrange thing, if true,
Calius de Budd.a writes, that he brought
forth a Virgin out of his fide; but we
leave thefe things as we found them, we
will not difpnte the truth ofrhern.
We need not fland longer upon the praife
of Magick, it being of it feIfe Co honour­
able; but yet this noble Science doth
oftentimes degenerate, and from Natural
becomes Diabolical, from true PhiloCo",
phy turns to Negromancy; which is
wholly to be charged upon its followers.
who abufing or nor being capable of
that high and myflicaI knowledge, do
immediately hearken to the temptations
of Satan, and are milled by him into the
Budy of the black Art. Hence it is that

Magid{
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Magick lies under difgrace, and they who
reek after it are vulgarly efteemed Sor­
cerers; wherefore the Brethren rboughc
it not fir to fii le thernlelves Magicians ~

but Philofophers they are not ignorant
Empiricks, but learned and experienced..
Phytirians, whofe remedies are not andy
lawful bur divine: and thus we have
at large difcourfed of their firfi Law~

CHAr. XIII.

Ofthe fecond Law ofthe Fraternity
ofthe R. C. viz. That none of the
Brethren fhall be cl1jo}tJed one ha­
bit, but may filit themfllves to the
Cujl:o!JJe and 1140de of tbofecoe»...
tries in which they are;

MAny perhaps may blame my pro..
Jixiry upon the firfi Law; to whom

1 {hall anfwer, that weighty bufineffes
are not to be perfunctorily run over;
tranfaftions in the little World may

ondy
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onely deferve to be touched upon, but
the affairs of the great l,;Vorld ought to
have an anfwerablc confideration; fo
that I muff neceflarily crave pardon for
my brevity, becaule I could not wratD up
thedue commendations of fuch fubjeth
in fo narrow a cornpaffe.

This fecond Law gives birth to the
firft; for without it the Brethren would
have no opportunity of doing good,
who by its benefit are Iecure and fear no
danger: for as a Bird although it fing­
eth not, is known by the colour of its
feather; fo everyone accuiloming him­
felf to one Habit is thereby diftinguitbed,
We finde in Hillery that many by their
enemies have been difcovered by their
apparel, and the dif~llifehath oftentimes
procured liberty. Otbo being overcome
and making his efcape by Sea was taken
by Pirates, who not knowing him be­
caufe be had changed his cloaths;' fuffe­
red him to ranfom hirnfelf,

On the contrary King Richardcom­
ing back from the Holy Land, affairs be­
ing there illy managed and to the dtf­
pleafure of rnanyj efpecially the Duke of
Aujrry)pailing with his Navy by the Adrivo

11 tiCk." Sea was difcryed and became a
prey
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prey to the faid Duke, who was forced
to redeem himfelf, to pay a van (urn of
money; and he was known and found
out by his garments.

If danger attends Kings and great per..
fons in Iuch cafes, much worfe would be
the condition of private men if they
fhould have fo fad a reltraint upon them.
Men in meane apparel do not fearethe
attempts of Robbers, neither do they
{ufpea: a poifoned gIalfe; whereas Po­
tentates are a prey to the one, and very
often are taken away by the other.

Befides a poor habit is fufficient to
cover Learning, and a Cottage may be­
come Wifdomes habitation; nay mens
parts and abilities are cenfured by their
oudide, and that which is willingly
concealed rnuf not have a being; tis a
Courtier who muf andy be accounted
a Schollar; but indeed the foul is cloath'd
with the body, which to adde ornament
to it needs no help ot Tay lours or Pain­
ters, it is grac'd with true Philofophy,
and fecret Arts are its glory.

Margaretha a Qgeen of France is faid
to have kilfed the beautiful foul ofAla­
nus a Philofopher when he was alleep
thorow his body, the which action being

much
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much admired at; the anfwered that the
then perceived not the deformity of his
body.being ravifhed with the amiablenefs
of his foul.Thus we fee that a gallant fpi­
rit may dwell in an unhandforne houfe,
and that a poor habit may be worne by
[he moil excellent and profound Philo­
Copher.

There are yet many reafons which.
may perfwadeto a decent cloathing, tor
by every vulgar eye the minde is judged
of by the garment; but we in other
Books havelargely treated of this fubjett..
Very many have inflead of modefl and
comely apparrel run into excefle, as Pep­
PU/I Wife to Nero, and Cleopatra Queen
of Egypt to fet forth (heir beauty; but
this is not commendable, fince Seneca"s
rule is to be obferved which requires a
due moderation.

OUf Brethren change their Habit for
a vertuous end, which as it is not gaudy,
fo it is not conremprible , they are al­
wayes civilly clad, and not <lffeB:edly)
they are efpecially careful of the infide,
that their hearts are reall and honefls
neither would they impofe on any by
their actions.
There are many wales by which men may

pt;
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be deluded, as by a Fallacy, Equivoca­
tion or Amphibo]y, but thefe do apper­
tain to Loaick e The Brethren are vigi­
lane as well in refpeB: of di(~race as da­
mage; it is a very difficult matter to
cheare and deceive them.

Whereas ethers take the liberty to
cozen a cozener, and think it a lJiece of
jufiice to repay in the (arne coyne; The
Brethren are not Co revengful, they count
it an happineife to have an opportunity
of exprelling their patience; yet although
tlacy arc as innocent as Doves.they endea­
vour to be as wife as Serpents, for there
may be an harmeletic fubu lty. We may
judge eafily that they affect Dot vanity
by the often change of their apparel;
becaufe they would not be known; but
obfcure their names and relation..

If the inrenrions are fincere not there­
by to wrong anyone bur to do good,
we may allow not andy of a difguife in
cloaths, but a change of narnes ; the
ftgn doth not alter the thing fignified,
neither doth an Accident deflroy the
Subflance. Nemes are notes by which
one man is known and diflinguilhed
from another, cloaths are coverings as
the one hides our nakednelfe, io the

other
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other keeps from obfcurity. The An­
cient Philofophers and 1Esyptian preifls
did wear a linnen white robe which di­
ftinguifhed them from others, as Ppthllgo­
ras and his followers, to exprefs both the
cleanlinefs of body , and unfpotted inno­
cency of COllI. Nature hath fo befrlended
fome birds that they change both voice
and feathers iii the Winter, and thereby
being not known, are fafe from other
ravenous birds: In lome Counrerles
Hares become white in the Wimer, but
in Summer keep their wonted colours.
The Carnelion by being like no every
thing thee comes neer doth oftenefcape,
the Ants and many Infects have wings
and can fcarcely be known what theyirtl
were., fo happy is that change which
guides to fafety.

Shall reafon wirhtiand the Iawfull di­
it:ates ot Nature? where neceflicy Com­
pells , cuftome forces, {hall men-nun upon'
the one, and to their damage flight the
ocher? TheBrethren being.in all points
careful , Will neither violate Natures
Commands, nor contemn civil], rights,
though they alter their apparrell, their
mind isunchangeable.

H CHAPe
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p. ..

CHAP. XIV.

..

The third Law enfoyneJ each Br(}the"
to appeare ona particular dill, and
at a certain place every Jeer) that
they may allmeettogetherand con­
fult aboHt their affairs.

EVery Society hath Lawes and rules
binding them to fome Dudes, fo that

the Governour or chief when he pleafeth
and thinks it necelfary may fummon all
to one place to confider what is molt fit
and convenient to be done on fome im­
mergenc occafions, for if a company be
Ieparated , their minds and Councells are
disjoyned, the one cannot be helpfull to
the other either in example or advice .~

who knows not that mofl intimate fami­
liarity, and the n-ereft friendfhlp is bro..
ken oflby abfencejand want of vjfttatiot:l,
fo that they who were not long fince
higheft in our thoughts are utterly for-

gotten



ofibe Rofecruciltnr. 99

gotten, befides , wherein can a friend
profit, who is diflant from another, even
Brethren become as it were unnarurall
when thus feparated ~ we confefs that
letters may fupply this defect, yet writing
doth not (o much delight and enliven, a$
difcourfe, papers are mure, ifany doubt
arife they cannot frame a ready anfwer,
but where a man appeares, he can resolve
all QQdHons, [nidie all Icruples,

Wherefore the Brethren of the R. C.
thought it moil expedient, if not altoge­
ther requifire (0 meet at leaf once in the
yeare in a certain prefixed place: This
Law as it is the third in order, fo alto in
Dignity, by which the true P)thllgoriait
allembly is obliged to appearance.nekher
is their meeting vaine and to gaze upon
each other, tor they do imitate tse ru-le
of Pythagoras,who enjoined h' S Schollers
f.very day to examine them felves.} where
they had been, and whargocd.memora­
ble aCt they had performed ~ fo-rhe Bre­
thren of the E.. C..at rhcir.ccnvenden re­
late what rare-cures they ha'edone,what
progrefs they have.' made in thr:Artsand
Sciences, and obferve how rheir practice
~grees with their principles , and if any'
hew knowledgeconfirm~dby often expe-

H 2 rlence
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lienee comes to them, they write it in
Books that it may fafely come to the
hands of their fueceffors: Thus teueand
certain learning isencreafed tiUat; length
it Ihall attaine to perfection.

This Schoole is not like to Arijiotle)for
there werefrequent wrangling difputes,
one oppofinz the other,an<J perhaps both
the Truth, however they have no Q..udH­
ens free from debate.not contradicted by
tome of the fame felt: for example

Whads the foul of man l whether the
FirftAti, or fornerhlng elfe, whether
lIJ'iAi;tICl; or evrlAIXl$ whether born, ge­
nerated, or infufed, given from heaven,
and many Thoufand fuch fobberies, and
at length they relt in Opinion.

They have therefore framed a Methode
to regulate dlfpuees , and fupply terrnes,
whereby they more darken knowledge,
andwUlingly Otut their eyes: Let them
difcuis to wearinefs, the nature ana orl­
ginal of MecaUs, and whether there can
be a tranfmutation, and who will be bet­
'rer informed and Caddied; Thus idle
Difputatlon is a fportofWit, 'and onely
a recreation of Fancy, no folid and real
Truth is to be found out by Ir,

A certainPhiJofoperhearing Iome dif..
pute
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pute What Venue is, made anfwer that
as tbey could not come to an end ofthe
Q!!.efiion, Ioaeither to the ufe.rhereof e
if anyone profeffis hernfelfe to have skill
in Phyficks, why then doth he not let the
world fee what he can doe ~ and laying
aUde vain babllngs perfett the great work
of natural tincture, but bychance he will
utterly deny that there is any fuch thing
to befound out, and hereby gets a cloak
for his ignorance, for he will cenfureall
which he knowes not.

But who will call him an horfman,
who yet did never ride? who will call
him a Smith, Who never wrought in that
Art? and why fhould we dl:eeme him a
Philofopher, who hath never experienced
his philofophy , but hath onely uttered
fome foollfh and fantaftlcal words.
. But fome may here obj~a that one part
of Philofophy is conternplarive , to which
Mathemacicks and Metaphyficks doe re­
late, the other confifis in Action,to whleh
Ethicks and Politicks doe guide. plat,
was difpleafed that Mathematicks were
brought to fenfible Subjdts. as Arithma.
tick to Numbers, Mu6ck to Sounds, Geo..
metry to Meafures, but we muft acknow­
Iedge that he in this was envious to man.

kind,
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k iod:,. and in hili pafiion prevailed over
his reafon.z For what profiteth it any
man by meer fpeculation to view the mil..
rer ies of God and Nature? is it a more
commendable thing to rhlnke well, then
robe good.? t be fame holds true in Phy­
ficks,rorbarely ro conternplare of ir is as
unufefull, [0 ;:tbUlrd and ridictelous, how
can you call that a true Caule, ofwhich
you never faw an effeCt? There hath been
{(nne ancient Fhilofoohers who have real'"

1

chcd after exper imenral knowledge, and
Ihrdied more N srure then Art, ~ore the
thing, then the 11gnificadon and Name, as
the Magidans <-nl1ongfi the PerJI.am, the
Eracmawes amidf] the lndltzns, and the
Priefls in EgJpt : and now the Brethren-of
1\. C. in German}. Thus wee fee plainly
they meet for a good end, for each Court
hath its appointed time in which juilice
may be ducly executed, and no wrongs
furrher heightned : The Brethren aifem­
ble-co vindicate abufcd Nature, to fettle
Truth in her power, and chiefly that they
may with one accord return thanks to
God for revealing fuch my Ileries to them ~

if any man is promoted to an high Office,
and neglects or conremnes theCeremonies
and circumllances ofadmiiJ&ov,the Prince

will
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will immediately put him out as one
Ileightlng his favours and fcorning of
Him: fo finee God hath been pleafed to
honour thefe Brethren with ftleh rare en..
dowments, and they Ihould not appeare
to thew their gratitude, He might juftly
take from them His Talent. and make
them {ubjects of His wrath.

This Law hath a Limitation if they
cannot appeare, they muft either by 0'"

thers their Brethren, or by letters tell the
caufe of their abfence, for infirmity, tick..
nefs, or any other extraordinary cafualty
may hinder their journey.

Wee cannot fer down the places where
they meet, neither the time, I have [orne..
times obferved Olyrnpick Houfes not far
from a river and a known Ciey which
wee think is celled S. Spiritus, I meane
Helican or PernaJIus in which pegllfus o­
pened a fpring of everflowing water,
wherein Diana wafh'd her (eIfe, to whom
Venutwashandmaid, and Snturn« Gentle­
man-ufher : This will fufficiently inftruCt
an Incellgent reader) but more ,oufound
the ignorant.

cHAP~
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--------------
CHAP. XV.

Concerning the fourth Lall',that every
Brother fball chufe afit perftnfor his
SucceIJour after bis deceaft, that the
Fraternitymaybe (:ontinued.

A ll things in the world have their vi­
cdrirude$ & changes.what was to day

is not to morrow, and this appearz mof
of all in mankind, who are as (ure once
to die, as they at prefent (10 live, where­
fore God out of his heavenly Providence
gramea Generaticn and propagation,
that thoogh Individualls do perilh, yet
the Species mayflill be preferved , Aud
this is that innate principle which is the
C aufe ofMultiplicanon, (0 that Plants,
AnnimalsJ Minerals, end man the noblefl
Creature [hall to the end of the world be
encreat'd, Many phiofophers have com­
plained ofthe fhorrnefs of mans life,who
though he be more excellent then others,

yet
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yet he Hvesnot their ages. The Eagle,
the raven, the LIon and what not, dures
longer then man, as though Nature was
a flepmother to him, and the others were
her true progeny.

Wherefore finee that the Brethren, be..
ing Mortals, U1uH certainly once ceafe to
be, and undergoe the common Lot of
their Nature; their wife Lawmaker did
not rafuly make this Law, that each Bro­
ther Ihould chofe to himfelfe a fit perfon
to behis Succe(four: ill whichchoice they
do not look to the obligations offriends,
their natural relation neither to Sonnes
or Brethren.but purely to ~alification5,

;;1.5 Learning, fecrccy, Pieey and other
(uch like endowments.

Amongfl the Egyptians the fbnnes did
~lOtonely inherit their Fathers efiate, but
ufed the fame trade and nnploymenr, the
Sonne of a potter, was a potter, a Smith;
fonne was a Smith: But the Kings were
choien out from amongft the Priefls, the
Priefis fro,t'namidft the Philofophers, and
the Philorophers were alwaies Sonnes or
Philofophers, but many times there hap­
ned a great difference ofparts between the
Son and Father; outward Goods may be
conveyed to poflerley, and the Son may

be
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be his Fathers heire.but the giftS of mind,
efpecblly (irch as this Fraternity hath, is
rarely by Generation communicated to
the ofspring : He that (hall be enduced
either by entreaty, or hired with money
to revea le ought to anyone, but a truly
vertuous man, doth injure the firfiGiver
of {itch a Talent, the Lawgiver and the
whole Fraternity, for perhaps enemies
thereby would be able to further their de..
i"ignes, God would be dlfhonoured, and
vertue banifhed,

The Philofophers would havernyflerles
revealed to none but tho(e,who God him
felf fhall enlighten, that their underflan..
dings being refined, they may apprehend
the deepef fay ings & profoundefr Iecretst
Ochers fay, that we muf not truf] him
with whom we have not eaten a Buihell
ofSalurhar is.him with whom they have
not had much converfe to the Cure expe­
rience of his abilities and fahhJor friend...
fhipis not to be compared to Hodes that
bear price according as they are young,
but to wine and Gold which are bettered
by Age: So the Brethren entertain no
man to be a member of the Fraternity,
but men ofapproved parts, and very ver..
tuous,

There
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There were certain rites and Ceremo­
nies done at AtIJens in the honour ofpro­
metbeu«, Vulcan, and Minerva after this
manner: many were appointed to run in­
to the City with ligh ted torches, and he
whofe light was out, gave place to the o­
thers, fo that the victory was obtained by
him who could come fidr at the goal with
his flaming torch: The meaning wasto
exprefs the propagation of fecrets for' the
putting out of the eorch is the death of a
Predeceflour , (6 that another living with
his lighted torch (ucceeds him, by which
meanes the rare myilerles ofChyrnifiry
come fafe to after gmerations.

Chy mlflry indeed is a Science above all
Sciences, the MincrVil that fprang from
Jupiters braine, an heavenly ray which
doth difplay it felfe to the comforting of
things below: This is the birth of the
undcrflanding , whole propagation is as
neceflary as that of the body : we may
obferve the antipathy of fame bodies to
others, and we may tee as great difference
in minds: mens difpofitiofts are to be
fully known, leafi a {word be put into a
mad mans hand; for a good thing may
be evilly ufed,as wholfome wine Fut into
a ftinkiflg caske doth change both colour

and
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and rafle : Armhomedes boafled that lfhe
could fix his foot in a Iure place, he could
by his skill move the whole world, and
what would not ilJ affdh:q perfons do if
they were matters of filch fecrers/ doubt­
Iefs they would endeavour the accom­
plithmcn t of all their wicked devices.

Some may aske why they have Iuch an
Elettjori) and do not rather let their
knowledge be buried with them (or if not
fo unworthy) why do they not print,that
!f:very one may' have.read, and underfland
their myflerics, OF clfe why do they not
chute more to' augment the Fraternity I
we (hall anfwer to each of them to fatisfie
thofe thus do ~eftion.

Firll, W~1Y do they ftlea: a few perfons r
and will not have their Iecrets perifh? we
anfwer, there is good reafon for both.
A1#gu{l1# Ctefar would not fuff..:rthe Eneads
pfVirf!,ill to be burnt although he had de..
£igned it Co by his will, leaf] Romes glory
Ihould fuifer thereby, and yet this Poet
as Homer arnongf the Grecians had in ..
Ilead of Truth produced £i,aions: And
is there not a greater caufe why Brethren
of the R.. . C. Ihould endeavour the keeping
in memory Iuch fecrets ?s may this lear";'
ning never be forgotten in which there

are
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are no; Fables but true devine experi­
ments.

We may woefully lament the Iofs of
fecrets which being writ have unhappily
been burnt; not writ nave been forgotten,
therefore for prevention of both' it is con­
venient that they Ihculd be entrufled in a
few hands, and by thole carefulbe trans­
mitted to others. Before the flood, the
Arts Were eng raven on two pillars Ieaft
either fire or water fhould hlot them our,
and afterward (as ferne write) the Caba­
Iyflical Art was found out" and by word
ofmouth communicated, and the Kabbins
have at this day rather a fhadow then the
fubftance of that Science.

The Heathens had their Colledges in
which were admitted none but" fuch 3$

were of an nnblarneable converfation and
of choice parts;fo that every one who was
educated in a Scholaflick way was not
thought a fit perfon to be of their Socie­
ties, but they would picke of the moll a";'
ble and they were few, the which rule is
obferved by the Fraternity of the R. C~

who admitted few and rhofe upon good
defert.

In the next place we come to the rea."
fon why they de not print and maketheir

knowledge
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Knowledge publick r there are many
things in Policy, more in Divinity, not
a fewin nature.which ought not to fee the
light,but are to bekept in private breath,
leaH thereby Ierne havewritten of the ft­
crets of the Commonwealth, no one yet
durf reveale the rnyflerles of God. Alex­
Ander the great being in EJ{ypt learned of
Leon the prieft, that the Gods there and
thofe which were every where elfe wor..
Ihlppedas Jupiter, DioH)fius, Mars and
others were no Gods, and He Iby letter
informed his mother, bat commanded
that the Letter Ihould forthwith be con..
fecrated to Vulcan, leaf] the multitude a­
doring ehofeGods Ihould run into con­
fufion: fo likewife in Nature if their
myflerles were knowne, what would be­
come of orderrbut indeed how can that be
called a fecret which is revealed to many:
though many may be judged fit per­
Ions to receive the knowledge; yet few
have fuch command over themfelves as
to keepe them, who will tie his tongue
and deny himfelfe the liberty he might
otherwife enjoy? very few will let their
words by long abiding there corrupt in
there mouths, an ancient Philofopher
being accufed of a ftinking breath) Iaid,

that
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that it was caufedby letting fecrets putri..
fie in lc,

Why all who are defirous of the Fra­
ternity are not chofen, is not their fault,
but the others lottery: in Courts they are
Iooneft promoted who are mofl pleafing
to their Princes, and they who are known
preferr'd before the ftrangers, although
their parts be better deferving, but of this
Law enough.

CHAP. XVI.

1:he fift Law: that the letters R. C,~

/haD be their[eele, charal1er, anPJ.
Cognizance.

THe Egyptill1tS had two l?rCS oflet.ter3~
the one holy called Hieroglyphicks,

onely known to the Priefts; the other
prophanecommonly known: The Holy
were the images af Animal vegetables,or
mathematical Figures engraven in mar...
ble, which yet are to be feene ac R01.11Cbe.,

Eng
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ing yet brought whole thither in Augufiu£
his raigne, for the impreffion being in ..
ward) it willendure long" The Proflune
were made by lines, as the Greeke and
Hebrew, the Priefls ufed both the one to
the Cornmouwealrh, the other to the wife
and learned, Hieroglyphicks were fignes
and Characters of deep knowledge which
none .. might exponndjo others under
oath and the pleafure of the Gods.

Junior Philofophers have employed
all their paines and fludy to finde out the
meaning of thefe Hleroglyphicks . the
Phenix (properly belonging to, Chy­
miflry) was accounted a creature dedica­
ted to the Sun, and this Emblerne agrees
to all the holy marks: Io likewife the
R. C. have diverfe letters to difcover their
minds to their friends, and to conceale it
from others,

Their Charaders are B: C~ which they
ufe that they may not be without Name;
and every O1~e according to his capacity
may put an Interpretation upon the let­
ters, as foone as their firft writing come
forth; fhorrly after they were called 1\ofie
9ru,cians, for R..may ftand for Rofes and
C. for Crofs, which appellation yet re­
maines, although the Brethren have de-

dared
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dared that thereby they Symbolically
mea ne the Name of their firf Author. If
one man could pierce into another's breaf]
and efple his thoughts, we (hould need
neither words nor writings; but this be..
ing denied us, and andy granted to An..
gels, we muflfpeake and write each to o­
ther. Thefe Letters do contain the whole
Frarernicy.and fo darkly.that you cannot
by their Names know their families, by
their families know their perfons.by their
perfons learn their fecrets.

Each order hath its Formalities and
coat of Armes or Embleme, The Bbodi­
am have the doable crofs, they of Burgun..
dJ the golden fleece; others a Garter,in
honour ofa woman who loft her garter in
a dance, The Brethren have the letters
R. C.and as fome of the others are Hiero..
gJyphicks and ferve to cover myflerles ;
fo the Brethren have a particular intenti..
on in this. I am no foothfayer, no pro..
pher, yet under favour I have fpoken to
the purpofe in my other books: for R.
lignifies Pegafus, c. Iulium if you look not
to the letter but right interpretation;
have a Key to open Iecretsyand attain the
true knowledge thereof. D. wmml. »;,ii. We'

fgqqh~a x, underfland if thou canll, thou.
~dftmake no further fearch : Isnot this

I a
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a claw of theRofy Lion, a drop of'Hlppo­
(rene? and yet I have not been fo un­
faithful as publifh their holy myfteries ;
for no man can picke any thing out of ir,
unlefs he is very skilfull both in words
and rhlngs, Some out of proper names
will make Anagrams,fee what is included
in R. C.. the RoCy crefs )Au"t7ro&rO'
HIl, HIl, Eheu, in the fame is eonraln'd a
laughter and a complaint, fweetnefs and
bitternefs, joy aud forrow, for to livea..
midi] Rofes, and under a crofle are two
contrary things! Man being'about to be
borne partly by change of places, partly
by the navel firing cut, is faid moll com­
monly to {bed teares, and rarely doe re­
joyce; fo there whole life is but a conti­
nued farrow, and have more ofthe Crofs
then RaCe in it : But I rather take R. for
the fubftantial part C. for the Adjective
which holds not good in that interpreta­
tion of the Rofy-CroHe•

. The CaraTS of Germany, Charles the
Great C.his Succdfors were Wont to ufe
hand feals, and to fet them to their fub­
fcrlpdens, it was meet that the Brethren
thou ld not be deficient in this, and there­
fore let Ingenious perfons judge ofthis
Ana~ram,

For
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For in this
R. C. are A..
croftlcks di­
ligence will
finde QUt the!
reil: But
none I hope
will be foe
foolifh as to
thinke any
vertue to lie

in thisiFigure, as it fufpette.i to be in the
word Abracadabra, for we mean nothing
Iefs, but we have onely given in Our ver­
duir, and let others have the freedoms as
(0 have their opinions: But we matter
not words; but look more after things,
for things Ihould be although they were
innane, but words are without things
vain and infignificant.u When oj certain
King chreamed the Lsconi ans for t-heir
long letter, and defired a fpet'dy anfwer,
they Cent back one thefe letters 0 Y by
the one meaning that they would Not,by
the other rhac they valued net his threats
one jot; toe that multitude of words' are
oftentimes tono purpofe, and a few car­
rying weight in them may be futficient..

Hence th'eCe Ele:menti oftheletters are
1 ~ not
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not to be fleighted, R~ II abies madneffe
and' the middle, L. Luna (he Moone doe
exprefs, for if the Sun be between them,
they make an heart, which is the firft
thing in man, and if it is fincere rna, be
an acceptable facrifice to God.

CH AP. XVII"

Concerning the jixt and Laft Law,
fl>hlch is, that the Fraternity ofthe
R.. C. Jhalt be concealed anhundred
yeers.

W Hen the common people take no­
. rice of the fecret managing of
puclick affaires, they becaufe of their ig­
norance.fufpeft it to be a plot upon them,
and openly cenfure it, as not fitting to fee
the Sun ; for treacheries and wlckedneffe
deflres the night and darkneffe to cover
and conceal them, and therefore aCtions
are bad becaufe they are private.

Betides the rude multitude many gra..
ver
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ver heads have inconfiderately called
apparent things good, and the ocher
nought, faying if they be vertuous, why
Ihould they not be known that they may
be embraced by honetl men?
as if alllawfull fecrets becaufe of their'
Iawfulneffe were to be made publicke:
would it not favour of folly if a Princes
treafure becaufe it was rightly gained
fhould therefore be expofed [0 all men?
furely fuch an opinion would onely be­
come a thiefe and robber.

The Brethren are thought guilty of
concealing themfelves , for they might
probably doe more good if they were
knowne, becaufe they Ihould be fought
after, and have opportunities put into
their hands, and why will they keepdole
both their perfons and place; but let us
confider that they travel; and they-as all
wife men elfe.acknowledge no particular
Countrey, but the whole world to them
is as their own native foile, now in tra­
vel diverfe entertainments are robe found,
much flattery, little fincerlty , much falf...
hood and deceit, no trurh , honcflly ~

He whois knowne by his Family, name,
or office may be taken notice off to his
difadvantage"
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The Scripture calls men pilgrlmes,who
have no true countrey and home but hea­
ven , fo that men are fir~ngers and tra..
vellours in their own land' is their inhe...
rlrances , and why then may they nOt:
fcarcelj be known to livewhen they fhall
not abide long? Their altions are fuch
as become thofe who hope to appeare
and {hine in Heaven thouhg they are ob­
(cure below.

How great is their madnefs who [pend
their times in drunkennefle and glunony,
who are known by their vices; or imitate
him who boafled that he never faw the
rifing or fating Sun, and had no God but
his Belly: whatever is rue and brought
from far Countrey s that they defire to.
eate, as though they whole world in {hort
time Ihould be devoured by t he filling
their guns more then their braines , per~

haps, thefe may have Rational fouls, but
fo €'0-sd that they cannot foare aloft who.
drink not, eat no'. that they may live,but
Iive to drink and edt.

The Lllced£m~'nlllns placed drunkards
before a company of children, that they
feeing the abominable naughtindfe and
deformity, might Ihun and hate that: vice
as Lycurge« commanded: but fuch beafi1y

perfons
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perrons do very often draw in others who
keep them company, and their fight is" too
too often dangerous and defiruCl:ive.

Wherefore fiich vices Ihould be covered
as filthy, that others may not be provo..
ked and tlirred up to the like enormities;
nay let fueh things not onely be conceal'd
but buried, and things more profitable
be ufed in their roome: But if a11 good
and honetl fecrets were brought to light,
I dare fay, the Fraternity of the R. C.
would not be the laf as having no caufe
of fear upon them, but 1doubt whether
yet we {hall lee thofe happy dates.

There are many things bad whichby
cuflome Rave been in good efleeme, and
the continuance of vice makes it be
thought at length Venae : The Brethren
would give no occafion ofSufpition, for
that whick is not known, cannot be pra­
ailed ; without practife no cuftome;
without cuflome no fuch miftake, al­
though their being altogether honeft need
not be fo cenfured or entertained.

Betides, perhaps the Firf Author by
the Law that the Fraternity Ihould be
concealed an dundred years, would give
the world time to lay afide their vanities,
folly and madneffe , and by that time

14 be



J 20 The Mjfteriel ana L4weJ

be fitted to receive fuch knowledge"
And truly every man that hath eyes

may fee a great and happychange in the
world, that many rare inventions are
difcovered, many abutes in the Arts recti­
fied; and that they (hall Ihine to perfecti..
OIl, and what then Ihould hinder but that
the name of the Fraternity fhould be pub­
Iifhed in their Eam« COltfeffione and other
books l

Two hundred years arc pafi fince the
£irfi Law was made, 'lJi~. ab A. Co 1413.
in A. C. 1613. about which time the
F ama came forth : although there is no
cleare manitetlarion of the dlfcovery, yet

.it may fufliciently be gathered out oOr,
and afterwards the tombe of the firfl Au..
thor being opened, which was A. C.t604'
to which ad de the years of the prophefie,
after 120 years I will be known, for 106.

ab A. C. 1378. doe make J484. and af­
terwards 12,0 doe make 1604: Some
having this froiH (heir Prcdeceffours have
certainly affirmd [his Truth.

CHAP"
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CHAP. XVIITfi

Concernfng the advantage or difad­
vantage arifing to Learning from
the totall concealment, or diJcoverl
(as now is) (if the Fraternity oj the
R. C.

I Cannot imagine that any man can jufi­
Iy accufe me for my prolixity on the

the Lawes of the E. C. perhaps fome may
fuck (pider like out of wholtome flowers
deflruttlve poifon; and that which to o­
thers is pleafanr and fweer, to them dif..
affected may feerne loathfome and ugly:
they erring and being vaine themfelves,
fcaffe and laugh at our Fraternity, {corn
their lawesjfay they,what benefidhall we
receive from the difcovery oftbem? in­
deed we doe heare that many under that
title doe abufe thernfelves, and cheat 0 ...

thers, for by fuch relations they vent their
fophifticared drugs, and confufe all me­
thode in medicine.

We
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We do not deny but that the bell thing
may beabufed, but that is noe to bechar­
ged upon the thing it [eIfe; hue upon the
perfon foirnploying ofit: fo none can
truly fay that the Fraternity and Lawes
thereof are unlawful, whofe inflimtion
and' intention may be jufiifyed; but yet
enviousperfons who have devoted them­
felves to malice: may carpe at them; and
endeavour the dHTadsfacHon of mens
minds, wherefore in this Chapter we will
Ihew the profitand difprofit arHing either
from them detected or concealed.

There are four kinds of Good, Necef...
faryJ Honelt,Pleafant and Profitable, by
each of them men may be drawn to the
affeCtation or difrelifhof any Subject; the
two.ficft amongfi thefe have the preheml­
nency.the others are of leis aurhorityjbut
yet very often the latter prevaile above the
firfi', and many had ather enjoy pleafure
and profit futable to their natures; then
the others as being fomewhat harfh,
wherefore We will treat of them, but not
as feparated from necdfd-ry and honef
Good,

To what purpofe fhould there be fuch
a Society, if the proit and benefit there­
of Ihould be wholly concealed1 theEthi..

opians
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0pi~ns and Jndilt1lS h~ving never heard of
their Fem« and Confeilion are not taken
with the Fraternity, but if they Ihoald
believe that there is fuch a felect company
ofmen, yet they would be heedlefs, be­
caufethey Ihould receive no advantage by
them: we carenot for she richdt.minds,if
we cannot enjoy them, and affaires tran­
flateat a great diflance from us, are no"
thingto us, we do not take notice how the
Jndians fight, and tbty negleCt our Art~'l

If the Fraternity had not made known,
themfelves there might Ieeme to have no
great damage thereby acerewed to lear­
ning, fince it is not more augmented; for
heretofore cure of difeafes, and preferva­
dons of health were practited and profef­
fed, the Sciences have been fo refor­
med, efpecially the laft hundred years
pall, that they have attained their utrnoft
perfection : On the contrary if the Fra­
ternity had been concealed, many might
have great hopes and expectations of pr&­
fit, for all kind of curiofity had been laid
alide, men would not have vexed them­
(elves with fearch lng dilllgencly after
them, where they Ihould with the greateft
difficulty hardly find, fo many delires
had not been unfatisfied, fo many pro~

mifes
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mifes frnflrated, fo many fighs and tears
vain: laflly, no occafion of confufion,
but, becaufe all there things are (0 falfe
and abturd we {hall not think them war"
thy of an anfwer; we (hall therefore pro­
ceed to the profit of the Fraternity as it is
detected and made known. There is in
the world fuch an abundance of all
things by the diverlity of Species; multi­
tude of lndividualls that it is almofl im­
pallible to difcerne either their increafe
or decay, Hence is it that perfons of
~ality being taken away by death are
not mift, becaufe others do Iucceed them,
and the riling Sun makes us take little
notice of the Set.

Hadthe Fraternity flat been difcove­
red, the world had lacked nothing; for
that which isunknown is not delired and
fought after,& the abfence of it is no lois,
and we doubt not but that there are very
manyfuch tbings in natureswho ever drea
med of a new world now called AmericlJ
beforeit was found au:'? who thought of
nfefulnefs of writing and printing till
they were invented? but now it is fuffici~

ciently known what benefit the whole
world receives by them, although there
feemed before to be no want,

For
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For as no line is fo long, nor any body fo
big, to which fomething cannot be adw
ded , fo the perfection of the world was
not fo a bfolure but [hat it was capable of
addition.

Thus the deteftion of the Fraternity
did encreafe the worlds glory, and we
Ihall Ihew after what manner, vi.-:., by re­
vealing fecrets and finding out others
much conducing to the profit of man­
kind.

The Poets report ofAnteus th at he figh­
ting with Hercules, and by him beaten of..
ten to the ground, did as often recover
himfelf byvertue received from the touch
of the earth (fOf he was thought to be
Sonne of the earth) bywhich help he was
alwaies vi8:orious"till he flrove with Her­
cules,who finding out this myflery caught
him in his arrnes and holding him in the
aire crufhed him to death. By Hercules
is underftood a laborious and skiIfulI
Philofopher, by Anteus the fubje8: to be
wrought upon in which are contrary
Qgalifications: This matter is not eafily
known, becaufe it lies hid every where,
and at the fame time lies open.underfland
the firfi in refpett of mens Intellects, the
other in refpect of Senfeyand if it were

known
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known, yet the preparation is fo difficult
little good can be expected, The Philo­
fophical earth is his Parent whofe vertue
is not eafily attained, Hence it is that
this Anteu~ is fecretly flcengrhned from
his mother, and (0 all endeavour of kil­
lin~' AnteUsis in vain and to no purpofe.

Therefore Ofyris being about to travel
Into India did not unadvifedly confult
with prome,heus, [oine Mercury as a Go­
vernour, and Hercules as Prefident of the
Provinces, by whofe direction and his
own induftry he alwaies accompllfhed his
end, he ufed Vulcans Ihop, the golden
houfe where Al'is is fed and nourifhed, for
thofe three forementioned have their fc""
verall offices in the Philofoph leal worke:
but Iome may fay what is this to the Fra..
ternity of the R. C. ? it properly apper­
taiaes to them J for they have overcome
Anteus, they have fufficindy declared
their Herculean flrengeh, the wit of Mer­
c"rJ~ and the Providence of Prometheus ~
This, This is the knowledge in which the
Fraternity is skilled, fetched from the in­
nermoftdeprhs of nature; which to neg..
lect or to fuffer to perith Were foHyand
madnefs s There is no Chymift who un..
derflands not what we mean.

The,
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They who take a voyage to the EaR·
Jndies., cannot be without fweet frelb
warer.and ifrhey finde out a fpring, they
take a fpecial! notice of it, fet it down in
their writings) that others travelling that
way may enjoy the like benefit, much
greater reafon is there that in the Philo...
fophlcal voyage,having gotten a fountain
fending forth pleafant Ilreames, which
can eafilyquencb chirH and farisfie, how
great reafon is there that this Ihould be
highly efteemed and valued: I mean ere
the Philofopbers living Water and not
any dead, which when onceattained, the
whole bufinefle will fucceed , for the
whole work is perfected by one artifice,
by one way, hy one fire which is natural
(not neglecting the other three, unnatu­
ral, againft nature and occafional) in one
veflell, at one time, with one labour,
which OluLl be cautioully underflood,
2,. The Book M alwaies in the hand and
minde of the Fraternity, and rranfmiued
flill to potleriry.doth fufficiently Iay o­
pen the knowledge of this Nature, in
which Bookis contained the perredion of
the Arts, beginning with the Heavens and
defcending to lower Sciences; For the
mind ofa wife man covets after the know..

ledge
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ledge of all truths, to confute errours.and
to adorne it fclfe with glory and excel­
lency, bur this is not obtained by idle
vain Speculationj but by diligent practiCe
which is the onely true wifdome : 3- I
havefpokcn enough before of their rerne..
dies for the cure ofdifeafes, 4' The Bre..
thren laftly have a fecret of incredible
vertue, by which they can give Piety,
jufiice and truth the upperhand in any
perfon whom they affect, and fupprefs
the oppofite vices,but it is not my duty to
exprefs what this is: I befeech the Great
God who governeth the whole world by
hisprovidence, fo to difpofe of all things
that fuch myfieries may never be loft, but
that the whole world may receive benefic
thereby; and that hereafter men may not
think it {ufficient fuperficially to look in­
to nature; but deeply prying into it may
have more knowledge ofGod the Center,
and praife him alwaies for his Goodnefs,

CHAP
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CHAP. XIX.
That many Fables havepajJed under

the name of the Fraternity, raifed
by the multitude who altoaies mifo
jHdge of thtt which they doe not
undeiftand.

I t cannot be otherwlfe, the Fraternity
being in refpeB: of it felfe well known,

in refpeB: of the perfons thereof concea­
led, but that many ftrange, horrible, and
incredible falfities fhould be call upon
them: for if we hear, fee, or by any other
fenfe have experienced any thin~, yet in
dlfcourfe this will be altered, Ifnot 61.1..
together changed, becaufe he that relates
will either adde or diminifh ; and the o­
ther not apprehending it aright, or per­
haps failing in memory, or for affecti­
on favouring or envying the bufmefsjwill
unfaithfully report it : They who want
thofe two faculties of memory and judg­
ment are not competent judges in matters
of fo great concernment; what can OJ.

blind wimefs affirme that he faw? one
deaf that he heard? or one not capable
of underfianding that he apprehendedrfoe
aU thefe mifiake one thing for another,
they blame the fabjeB: and not them-

K felve;~..
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felves; they fupoofe all things as low as
their parts, and becaufethey want abili­
ties, they acknowledge no deficiency:
whoever they are who.ignoranrly or rna ...
Iicioufly doe can out any words aiming
thereby to wrong the Fraterniry, doe
onely expofe thernfelves j but let thefe
geefe kept onely to fill the belly leave off
to hiife at our Swans: The water of
which we now (peak, is not that in which,
fillies doe fwimme ; neither is this a fit
fludy for Iuch dolres and blocks.Leave off
to difcoverwhat you are by your idle
words : Learned and wife men are not
cenfured by them, and why Ihould they
receive evill for good l But [orne may;
aske.what Fables are thus vented againft
the Fraternity? we anfwer, that many
have detracted and traduced theirinno­
cent Fama and harrnlefs confellion, that
they have accounted them Hereticks , Ne­
cromancers, deceivers, diflurbers ofthe
Commonwealth: 0 harCh times, 0 evill
manners! what is the world come, to
when flanders {hall pa{5 for Truths, and
they who devote themielves to God, holi­
nefs, <lend make the Scripture their Rule,
fhall be called lttereticks, when they who
fledy the depths of Nature {hall be ac­
counted conjurers, whenthey whomake

it
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it their bufinefs ro doe good to others,
alall be eileerued cheaters; lafily when
they who doe to their utrnoll ,power ad..
vantage their Couutrey, !hall be held the
greatefi enemies thereof ?

I can think thefe abfurd railors to be
none others then rhofe who are imployed
in the diflillarion of flmple waters for A~
pothecaries ; they bate nothing more
then learning, and count thelllftlves fo
much happier by how much more igno­
rant; and fame ( I confers) aB:in.g from
a more noble and divine principle, have
enlarged rninds,willing and defirous to
contain the Llniverfe, 'Who doe not onely
imploy their time in tludy and meditati­
on, but experiment what they learne ;
a wife man endeavours after the know­
ledge of all things; as a Princehath intel...
ligence of all tran[aB:ions, and 28 by the
one he is diflingulfhed from a fool, Co by
the other from a peafant; But the Fra....
rernity doe irnitareboth, Io that 'nothing
is wanting to hinder their perfettion.

As for that repsoach they' lie under
concerning their diilurbing of the Com..
monweahh, it is altogether falfe and by
them coined; therefore Iet it return upon
the firft broachers ofit, to whom it pro­
perly belongs as being sheir owne: they

K 2r might
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mightjuflly complain of fuch il1dignitie~

offered to them, but they account it ver­
tuous to Cuffer.

That there are Co many Herefies a·
broad in the world) is not to be charged
upon the holy Scripturejbut rheobfllnacy
of men forcing the text to eonfirme their
wiIl~is to be check'd , fo it is no fault of
the Fraternity that they are abufed, but
theirs who are (0 wicked as to calumni..
ate them; for if to accufe any man were
(ufficient to prove him guilty, juflice and
inju6ice, truth and fallhood, white and
black would not be dHtinguifhed, which,
is altogether unreafonable,·__v • _

CHAP. XX.
That the Brethren of the R. C. due

neitherdreame of, hope for, orin­
deavour Iln) Reftrmation in the
world by Religion) the converflon
ofthe1ewes,orby the Policies afEn..
thufiafts 'tI'hich feemingly would be
eftablifhed by Scripture, but that
they both ack.nowledge and fbe»
themfelves lovers oftrHtho-juftice.

A s that which in the day time moft
runs in mens thoughts, doth in the

nigh\:
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night diflurbe and work upon their Fan..
des; fo every man is careful to let no op­
portunity flip of indeavouring to accom...
plHb his intention; they who fet their
minds upon riches, arc very laborious
and painful to advance their eflates, they
who bend their thoughts to change Com...
monwealths, to alter Religion, to inno­
vate the Arts, make ufe of very often
molt detpicable inflrumenrs to doe their
bufinefs: from this {pring head hath
iifued many murmuring flreames, fuch
Caufes (I fay) have produced many tu­
mults and confufions in Common..
wealths, where men have been aB:ed by
vain thoughts and foolifh dreames, as it
now doth evidently appeare both in the
AHllbnptifts and Enthufillfts: are there not
many even in this our age, who being
ambitious to be ringleaders in new wales,
infiead of a Reformation, have difiurbed
all order, and law l they forfooth would
have R.eligion and Learning Iuit with
their fantaftical opinions.

As foone as thefe had heard of this
Honourable Society, they afliired them..
(elves that their ddires would have an
happy HTue; for knowing that rhefe Bre­
thren were able itt learning and riches,
they doubted nor but that they would

Imploy
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imploy both rhofe talents to came an
Univerfal Reformation in the worId;they
therefore immediately prornifed to them­
felves one Empire, one Religion~ unity
and concord; but in all thefe things they
were belyed and abufedjfor they did-never
affert any fuch things; neither is there
any ground of them in their writings:
Out of their Books Iomethlng may be
gathered concerning the Reformation of
the Arts which was indeavoured by the
lirit Author about 117. years agoe, about
A. C. 1400. and at that time they had
need of a Reformation ; wimefs the la­
bour and flndy of eminent men who have
togood purpofefpent their time to pro..,
mote learning, as Rudolphu:r Agricola) E­
ra!rmu Roterodamm,D. Lutheru;, Phllippus
Melanchthonus, 1heop. Paraceljus, Job- Re;..
giomontanus, Copernicus with many others:
and there is no doubt but the Arts may be
more encreafed, rheir lullre more poli­
Ihed.many more fecrets difcovered. But
herein Religion is not at all concerned.
Let Rome therefore that Whore of Babylort)
and her Idolatrous affecting an Ecclefia­
meal tyranny.who with mennacies makes
not onely inferiors.but Kings their {laves
and vaffals, who belch out proud words
~gairrfi the true Church ofGQd~ without

any
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any attempt of the Fraternity, forfaking
their toies and vanities, their blafphemy
&: prophanefs.return into the right way ;
fo maya.refofll,adon be produced, and
piety and religion Ihall flourifh.I fear yet
that thefe as {hey who are rich and po...
werful will not judge that true which
may any waits prejudice them, they I
doubt will not embrace naked Truth, ho­
neft fimplicity : But tuch Refor rnations
belong more to God then man.who can
turn the hearts of men at his pleafure.and
fo difpofe all affaircs that a Ieverechecke
anay be put to the growth of Popery.
However the Brethren (as all good men
ought) count it their duty to pray for
and expect Iuch a Reformation: the bu­
finefs lies more in the Inlighwing of the
underflanding, then changing the will,
which is Gods own work; for he gives to
doe and will as he thinks fit: who can
(although he had the power of miracles)
convert the obllinare Jewes, when the
fcripture more confounds them and be~

comes a Humbling-block? Obferve how
their own writings doe difagree, how one
thwarts another; and yet they confider
not that wherein is concord, As for your
Enthufiafis their Revelations of which
they (0 much boaft"ar~ fomerlmes to Sin)

but
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but that cannot be from God; doe tbcy
noc drearne interpretations on fcripture,
and when either the Devill doth delude
chern or they are difiracted, they count
their conditions happy: they acknow­
ledge no fuperioriry.chough commanded
and allowed in [he Scriptures : But our
Brethren have alwaies had one amongfi
them as chiere and governour to whom
they are cbedienr , they piety fuch per..
fons whom they finde cheated and often
polfdfed; JanJy,as it is impoflible to fe­
parare hear from fire, fo its as impoflible
to Ieparate Venue from this Society:
they beftow their time in duty to God, in
dilig, nt of fearch ofthe fcriprure, ill cha ~

riry, in healing gratis, in experimenting
the fecrets ofNature : they have the true
Aftronomy, the true Phyficks, Mathema­
ticks, Medicine and Chymifiry by which
they are able to produce rare and won...
derful effdh; they are very labourious,
frugal1, temperate, fecrer, true; laflly,
make it their bufinefs to be profitable and
beneficial to all men, of whom when we
have ipoken the highef Commendations,
we mult confers our lnfafficlency to reach
their worth.

FIN 1 S"
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