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adept of his age,” Michael Maier (1568-
1622) has the reputation of being the most
learned among the alchemists of his time.
Maier holds a prominent place among the
apologists of the Rosicrucians and is be-
lieved to have been in England in contact
with Dr. Robert Fludd, also in the forefront
of the early circle of those deeply involved in
Rosicrucian lore.

This volume is a photographic facsimile of
the rare edition published in London in 1656
and may be the only work of Count Maier’s
that exists in English. The rules of the Rosi-
crucian Fraternity in the Fama issued by
the order in 1615 are amplified here and the
deportment advocated by those unknown
philosophers is set forth. Special attention
is given to the obligations of physicians and
the higher ethics of medicine.

This PRS Edition features an introductory
Preface by Manly P. Hall.

a,#"‘““"’q‘ PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY a°¢

3910 Los Feliz Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90027 / A
323 663 2167 323 663 9443 W s
WWW.pPrs.org &
T info@prs.org Oy 12216C

UNIVERSITY OF
PHiLOSOPHICAL RESEARCH

ACCREDITED MASTER OF ARTS DEGREES

* Consciousness Studies
* Transformational Psychology

WWW.uprs.edu | DIsTANCE LEARNING



L A W §

OF THE

FRATERNITY

OF THE

ROSIE CROSSE.
(THEMIS AUREA)

BY
MICHAEL MAIER

Facsimile reprint of the
original English edition of 1656

INTRODUCTORY PREFACE
BY
MANLY P. HALL

OS
\,\\\. Op,y

RS

N
O . 66

\—\ZH
1)

THE PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY
Los Angeles, California



ISBN NO. 0-89314-400-9
L.C. 76-9613

Copyright © 1976

By The Philosophical Research Society, Inc.

All rights reserved,

Limited Edition

Published by

THE PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY, INC.
3910 Los Feliz Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90027

Printed in the U.S.A.



L S R PR Gt

TEERRERE

R EORRETEERRER

2%,
2

MICHAEL MAIER {52}
s (1568-1622) g,;,%)
% g
: o
< e 03

&
I
&
e
&
G5
&
e
&
IS
&
&
gg
&
he
&
¢
&
4



INTRODUCTORY PREFACE

Rudolph II, Emperor and King of Hungary, and King
of Bohemia, had a sincere interest in obscure learning,
and was an amateur alchemist. Among the celebrities
who assembled at his court was Michael Maier (1568-
1622), one of the outstanding scholars of his time. The
Emperor ennobled Maier with the title of Pfalzgraf--
Count Palatine, and appointed him Private Secretary to
His Royal Person. Maier was a practical chemist and asso-
ciated with many researches in this field. Whether he
was successful in accomplishing the transmutation of
metals is uncertain, but his enthusiasm never waned.
Maijer visited England in 1615, and citcumstantial evi-
dence sustains the belief that he met Dr. Robert Fludd, a
learned physician who divided his attention between the
practice of medicine and dictating his voluminous writ-
ings to an amanuensis when no patients were waiting in
the office. Count Maier and Dr. Fludd were the most
important Rosicrucian apologists of their time, but
neither seems to have laid claim to actual membership in
the Fraternity of the Rosie Cross.

Maier published his Themis Aurea in 1618, The text
was in Latin, and the work was printed in Frankfort by L.
Jennis. There were other early editions, including a
translation into German. Gardner, in his catalog of
Rosicrucian books, describes the volume as an important
work containing the laws of the Rosicrucian Order. The
first edition in English appeared in 1656, and includes a
special dedication to the “Honoured, Noble, Learned,
Elias Ashmole, Esq.” The introduction is still in Latin.



Count Michael Maier included references to the
Rosicrucians in many of his later writings, and the infot-
mation contained in the Verum Inventum is probably
the most important. In the last section of this book the
Rosicrucians are introduced as meriting universal
esteem. The author makes the firm statement that the
Brothers of R.C. actually exist to advance inspired arts
and sciences and provide an asylum of piety in the mun-
dane world. All the writings of Maier are rare, and only
the Themis Aurea seems to exist in English. The book
includes a curious anagram which Maier presents as the
hand seal of the Brothers of R.C., and he recommends
that ingenious persons should examine and interpret this
device. It is obvious that the arrangement of letters can
spell out ROSIE CROSS by the repetition of the same
“S8.” In the midst of them is a large capital “M,” which
reminds the thoughtful reader that when the tomb of
Christian Rosenkreuz was opened the mysterious book
“M"” was found therein. This large initial suggests one of
the plates designed by Johannes Gichtel as a frontispiece
for Jacob Boehme's Mysterium Magnum. According to his
text the three “M’s” stand for Moses, Messiah and
Mysterium Magnum. John Hayden claims to have pub-
lished the Rosicrucian book “M” under the title, The
Wise Man’s Crown: or the Glory of the Rosie Cross, (Lon-
don, 1664). The text of this little volume hardly sustains
Hayden's pretension, but there is no other work with
which it can be compared.

It has long been suspected that the early publications
supposed to have been issued by the Rosicrucian Society
or its initiated members, including contemporary
translations, contain ciphers. It is certainly significant
that several works on cryptography appeared at about the
same time. It is essential to possess an original edition or
photographic copy to decode any message that could have



been concealed in the text. The present reprint meets
this need. It is identical with the 1656 edition with one
exception: the text has been slightly enlarged by photo-
graphy so that it is easier to read, and possible
peculiarities of type will be more evident. Those work-
ing with Lord Bacon's biliteral cipher will find the
enlargement of the letters especially helpful. If the
biliteral cipher was used, it could be inserted into text in
any language, even without the knowledge of the author,
or after his death as no change of wording is involved.
(See Bacon’s Of the Advancement and Proficience of Learn-
ing)

We have added the engraved portrait of Michael Maier
from the 1617 edition of his book, Symbola Aureae. He is
presented in court costume, accompanied by his coat-of-
arms.

Manly P. Hall

The Philosophical Research Society, Inc.
Los Angeles, California
August, 1976



THEMIS AUREA.

L AW S
FRATERENITY

ROSIE CROSSE.

Written in Latin by Count
MICHAEL MAIERUS,

And now in Englith for the Infor-
mation of thole who feek after
the knowledge of that Honourable

and myfterious Socicty of wife
and renowned Philofophers,

Dug non fecimus ipfi

Vix ea woftra voco

{Vhereto is annexed an Epiftle to

the Fraternity in Latine, from {ome
here in ENGLAND,

LONDON,
Printed for N.Brooke at the Angel in
Cornhill; 16456,
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To the moft excellently
Accomplifh’t, |
The onely Philofopher in
the prefent age:
The Honoured, Noble,
Learned,
Evrras AsaemoLE,Efq.

SIR,

250850 few and precions is
$%2 S @that number of the fons
SgeaRSelof wifdom, which the
Creator (as fo many Fewels )
bath laid wp in bis Treafury
from the beginning , for the a-
dornation of the World , as that
more then one cannot be afforded
to ftand a5 a Golden Candlefbick

A2 for



The Epiftle

for the bolding forth that Lu-
cerna Dei to the fons of men,by
the light whereof the moft re-
clufed Myfleries , both naturall
and divine,may in [ome pea-
fure ( fuch as is fit for us to
know while we remain inthefe
earthly tabernacles)be difcove-
red to thofe diligent & humble
feekers who make it their bu-
finefSto fearch after the Rpow-
ledge of theCreator in the works
his bands bawe made.

That this was the principall
end and defign of the divine
goodnefS in beftowing your [elfe
upon the world, we are fully
convinced by thofe Scintilla-
tions which our eyes ( dim as
they are)hawe [een darted from

that



Dedicatory.
that uxor {olis which hath its
babitationin your breaft : and
although we fbould be frufirate
of our ends in the prefent de-
frgn,sisan bappinefSgreat enough
that we bave lived at fuch a
time,and in fuch a place as bath
given wus the opportunity to
know and be acquainted with
a man in whofe bofome God
hath (o abundantly frored up the
treafures of all forts of wifdom
and knowledge. The main of onr
wifbes are that we may [o ac-
quit onr felves as that you may
bawe no canfe to repent of thofe
Rindneffes and refpelts where-
with you bawve or fball bonour
Your fervants,

N. L.
T. s.%“' >



HJLIGLPVRELLH
The Preface.

W VHe Goddefs Thewris after the
Deluge being asked of Dex-

calion and Pyrrha, how Man-

kind {wept away with the over.
flowing of the Waters,{bould again
be reftored and mulciplied , com-
manded then to throw over their
heads the Bones of their Great
Mother : the which Oracle they
rightly interpreted concerning the
frones of the Earth, and thereby
attained their defiréed end 3 For
which caufle 7hewis was afterwards
accounted the fir{t Promulgatrix
of Laws. Put without doubt Her
anfwer was not thus underftood by
the ancient Poets, who fuppofed
that fhe rather meant that Man-
kind was generated by ewo ftones,
the Male, and the Female, whence
proceeds the wonderfull muleipli-
cation



The Preface.

cation of that Golden Medicine :
For the Man Dencalion , and his
Wife Pyrrha dre the Gabritins and
Beia, the Sun and the Moon, which
two by projetion of their Speci-
fick ftones can multiply even to a
thoufand. Pyrrhawithinisruddy,
not unlike the cclour of Fleth , al-
though Her outward garments are
white , and fome have named Her
according to her cloathing : Den-
calion is aLyon, not in body, but
fpiritually 5 notinfhape, butope-
ration 3 becaufe He is{o cruell to
his Wife that he kils her, and then
bewraps her with his bloody man-
tle. lgut very few have attained
the true knowledge of the Oracles
fince moft men apprehend it to be
only an Hiftory , and thence draw
fome wholfome Morals,which here
have no place, neither were they
ever intended.

And now this Titleis vindicated

viz. why we call it theGolden Themis
which.



which I Dedicate to the Courseons
Reader,

Forfeeingit is as much the Pro-
perty of aman toreafon, and judi-
cioufly to determine,as it eflentially
belongs to a bird to fly, or an horfe
torunand traverfe the Fields; we
would notimpofe on any, or feem
to deprive them of their native
freedome by captivating any ones
Iudgement.

Itis faid ofthe whetftone, that
being it {elfe blunt, yet it {harpens
other things; and though the Steele
and flint have not attually fire in
them, yet being {truck againft each
other, they mutually fend forth
{parkes ; give me leave (I pray
thee)to apply. For if chou reapeft
any profit hereby, Ifhall think my
felf to have been {erviceable,

Be Candid and Farewell,



HTLPHILVHTLYS

Viris clarifsimis, fapientif-
fimis & veré Philo{ophis,
Fratribufg; conjunctifiimis
R. C,
S. P. D.
Theod. Verax.
Theophil. Czlnatus.

Vm oculi noftri Humum &
Terrena qualibet dejpicientes,

in Altum panld [ublati effent,

aciem colleltis una radiis fixerunt | ut
Celune & Zthera [in minus penetrare,
ad illa tamen fine piaculo coliimare
poffint 5 etenim apud nos hand leve
habebatur [olatinm, intucri raptizs, &
mirari ea que capere non licuit 5 &
[ane Emulatio tantim pia erat,ed non
nifi impetu ferri, qud confultins ive
metuimus : penna noftra dum bumilis
forté pulverens tusd excitaffer, fed anm-
bitiofo



bitiofo admodum volatw ruinam vea
reatur, cadakbamenin aquas, ut An-
dacie crimen eluatyimmb cadat. in 4-
quas que [olum longé [wpereminent ;
adevut aliqualis fuerit glovia labi, €»
quodam deficerimus Trinmpho : fic
ameteora cafw accenfa micant & ter-
rovem divo incutinnt precrpitio. Vervime
705 tum Pictate, tune candore veffro
tanguanm alis wtring; expanfis [wffulti,
&~ fupra Livorem [ordide reptanten,
& fupra Infcitiam inerti pondere de-
gravantem, facile erigemus,

Quidni igitur ipfo in veftibulo fal-
vans effe rems auguremur & quodcungs
enirny judicium de nobis feratis , idens
emolumento erit, ff blandum 5 wrox
facilews gratulabimmr Favorem,fi modo
Sfewerins, quantd nagis miferi indige-
mus, tants amplior bencvolentie anfa
conceditnr,

Ei vobis niminm wrolefii , & nobis
ingrati effenms, [¢ & capite ad calcens
bodierng canfans querele enarraremmuss
wtcunqs tamen Char taciturnitas ant

flultitie



[ultitia fit index ant fuperbie,utramqs
vitabinns, n¢ in Scyllam incidamus
ant Charibdine. Juvat igitur (Pace ve
ftri ) totam milerig [eriem breviter
percurrere ut inde quictem & [olamen
Speremus 3 fiquidem aliquod infortunii
levamen eft erumnas effutire.

Nobis ~(eriv pemfitantibys Philofo-
phiam i Scholis corruptane effe, &
guotidie magis borrenda quim ipfa
Africa parinrive monftra,illico terreri
sapimus , & illam debinc tralfare
perborruimus 5 ecquis enime fui comr-
pos peFori [erpenteme admovebit, ut
vivaciori pungat aculeo 2 ecquis (pe-
rituri inflar natatoris ) fallaci wndi
attolli optabit uy celerius imum petat,
wk profundins immergaturé

driftoteles , uti € ceteri ejufdem
facine , Pbilofophiane noftrans impo-
tenti fue glorie (tudio amcillare eoe-
gerunt, & mulla hodie veritaseffe ere-
diturynife quam illi invenerunt : fie
nobis placita obtrudunt , & [cientie
avidos adunco fervituti hamo inefcare

Solent;



Jolents [ed ingrati ingennis, [ non tupa
pes habentur Tisuli qnos aliena illis
infcribit ignominiasnec laude dignum
eft,per quornndam ruinas , quafl tos
gradus,fublimia ambire.

Non e[t noftriine tot feripta fecretis
luxuriantia igni tradita hic deplorare,
quornwn Splendor fatis emicuit , dun
cremarentury nec omuind incredibile
eft [cintillas multo licet cinere depref-
Jasy aliguando claviffimd eruptururas
ace.

Nefcit profecto veritas ullas fallend:
technas,que larvata non incedit , fed
nuda,ut fine nevis & ervove [e [pecta-
toribus exhibéat 5 unica hec fbi con-
Stat, & quanguam plurinmi ejus nomine
utantur,ut tuto n:hil cogitantes deci-
piant illa tandem falicre provfus nefcia
mendaces deteget 5 qui interim ean
officiafe infeEantur , non folum ipf
Slatutam attingent metane, fed wvefti-
gia poft [ linguent que alios pari fe-
licitate ad eundem literature api-

cen ducent.
Nos



Nos etiane profperum nobis [ponde-
remus exitum . [i neglelis cujuflibet
Philofophaftri ambagibus ( quod per-
quim difficile ¢ft) pancorum paffus, li-
cet non equare oculo, tamen conconri-
tari valeremus 2 wiferi adbuc in lu-
mine haremus, & nifi aliquis juaﬁ p
Celo nobis viam calcandam indigiter,
compiune pariter nés manet Fatum,
[enes erimus Elementarii . Pudet, beu
pudet | nos camtilenis nefcio quibus
allici, gue demulcent, juxta ac confo-
piunt, pro comperto babemus plufguine
mille hominums mira confentiendi ig-
navia periiffe s profit interim, nobis
edoa aliorum pevicwlis cura, @ f;
modo daretnr optio, wos collyFatione
mori quimt defperatione [upini abfor-
beri maluinmus,

Vos itaqs (wiri Prudentiffimi )
wota noftra [ollicite petunt, penes quos
eft opem ferve s temmitatis noftre fat
confcii (umus, & ided remedinm que-
rimus: lethali nondum(uti [perare eft)
worbo laboramus, quippe qui malé nos

babere



habere probe adbuc fentimusy & ille
calamitatem prope videtur evafiffe,qui
[fPuporens exculfit, &% ad fe rediit.

Languentes fere [pes noftras fteri-
lefgs vos mitiore humanitatis jubare
animaftis, @ in vindemiam canefcere
julfiftis 5 adeo ut libera jam certe ern-
ditionis pateat Janua : nemo inpofte~
rume Artibys non Vltra figat,vos enim
exorft eftis ubi alii omnes Finem [ta-
twerunt € columnam. Veluti etiam
enarrabiles funt vefbri quivisFacultate
progreffus, ita € Clementia Pancgy-
rim [uperat & wel inde licet conji-
cerevos omni nuntero abfolutos , quia
tam mites & blandi eftis . ii folim
Frontens comtrabunt , qui in rugis
infcitiam latere volunt, qui omnes in
paries [uas trahent, eofqs [atis cum
imperio cogent affentiri, quibus ad-
verfari timent.

Ignofcite nobis (viri Spedatiffinei)
fEinepte efferammus illa, quornne adbuc
ignari fumns 5 certé elagommm exigit
encominm., quicquid fub vefbrim titulo

in



in lucem prodit, & Fama veflra feip-
fam fola valuit ebuccinare : nobis ta-
wen farre et furfureliceat tantis No~
minibus litare , que cum (uti par eft)
lawdare non poffimus, wnobis vemerari
Religio erit.

Libellum veftrunm omni ex parte no-
Jtro animo ufqy congruum quafi nobis
Sfolummodd confcriptii fuiffe opinensur,
& reverd Providentia hand vulgaris
erat, qua nos & Cinsweeriis plufquam te=
nebris nonnibil eduxit, et in dubii luce
collocavit,que Solers mox oriri efficict,

et optatam dabit mevidiewe ubi nulla
fere umbra, aut [altem brevilfima [¢
nobis fociabit,

Nos non fumus ex eornm numero, qus

elati nimis, cachinno et fannis folent
ea accipere, que Inflitutioni [ue non
guadrant perinde acft Doc¥rina illis tane
arita vinculo alligata effés, ut nemo fine
eornm confelio illam adire, aut (alusare
polfit : mempe Hi faftuofi funt Peripa=
detici, qui in Ariflotelis verba jurirunt,
qui Ethnico dedire nomina, infunm

exitinme



exitium Fideles s Hi funt qui inani
anrd tumentes, orbenz iis anguftum ni-
mis conqueruntur, qui Axiomaia [atis
larga tradunt cuivis rixe apta idemqs
iifdens fere verbis modd aiunt | modd
negant 3 Atqs Hi (Bomiviri) flremui
andiunt veritatis Patroni| [ed nodun:
quent folvere non poffunt, vifu difrum-
punt, probe emim aliorum laboribus
multim invident, quosin exile corpus
mox odio marcefcere videre erit.

Vobis naufeant creavensus [ ineptias
quibus eorum Libri [catent, in medium
proferremus 5 quotie(cunqs enint mag-
nuns aliguod myflerium  traBandum
venit,id vel dubic et obfcure abfolvunt,
vel prov(its negligunt : Quis ab Arifto-
tele mateviam edifcet ? quam cautus
occultare voluit,né infcitiam proderets
veritme quia admodim difficile eft ar-
cana bec vimari, an ided tutune eft
errare £ majori quidem commodo id
penitas latet, quicquid 1n ulterins dam-
wum explicatur: fortalfis multi ingenio
pollentes materiam bane invenire ag-

grelf?



greffe fwiffent, nifiprius inventun: pu
taffent. .

Nefcimss guoname Privilegio Ari-
[toteles Antecefforibus eruditione cedens
(wtinam & animi [fimplicitate) [& o~
newm veritatem detexiffe iactitet 5 [uas
enim babent Littere vicess Cum itaqs
driftoteles omminm agtates hominune
non vixerit,abfit winos(nifi in penan)
wivos cadaveri jungerensus, ut [cripiis
fami defuniis, novainventa colloca-
remis.

Philofophia aunters vefira (viri eru~
ditilfimi) noneft bifce nugis referta,
Jed abditiffima Nature fecreta clarif~
fime pandit, Parwnr fane laudis eft
wilia feliciter indagi(eultr produnt (&
lapides quos news colligits illud folume
modo vobis dignunz,quod alios laffavits
& fumi qui omninm feré oculos extin-
xere, wveftros veddiderunt acutiores.

Philofophia etiii veftra modefta eft,&
vere dofa, quippe que & Ceelo lapjaef?,
originem S. 8. Scripturis debet jex qui
bus weritatem tutd difcernere licetsnihil

4 [rquidens



Sfequidem illic vel (ufpicaini babere pof-
fumys, meultd minils errovis argwere :
cllm igitur unufqui(gs Sacram paginane
volvat, guorfum falfa improbo labore
anmpleiimnr, & fugitivam deperimns
wmbrane ® cur gradum fiftimus? quin
materiam cujn(q; rei ¢ Bibliis eruamunss
nam plufguam verifimile eft Deum,
gui lz‘qm'asz illud Nature creavit id
optimeé proditurums [iquis [criptis hifce
incubnerst, brevi [ciret a quamateria
omne quod vivit, tanguam tor rivuli 2
mari [yam haufit originem , nec non
inillam dente panlifper und exonc-
ratur.

Qui pertinacitér negant quofdane
effe viros quos Dens [elegit, ut intineé
veyfleria cognofcant, [umman paritér
Creatoris curam tollunt, qui nibil nobis
utile & neceffarinm negabit. Qui enin
totanz univerfe machinam in humant
generis ufum fabricatus eft, tum in fui-
ipfins gloviam, twr in noftritve com-
m0da ejus opera intelligi volnit 5 Qno-

rundam igitur mentes € celo elymina-~
it



vits @ cogitationes quid plane divinurs
meditantes indiditycaptus fane nofter
aded buwsilis eft ut plurinea fupra vires
experiatur 5 perpetuis torqueri [budiis,
[olitum non comcedere oculis fommnune,
penes nos fiuntsfed niff radii celefles in
mente accendant diem.ipfis nox oritur
vigiltiss niff Dens feveinfperato [uper~
vemiat auxilio, ipfe labor eft tantime
operofius otinm.

Dens igitur Ter opt. Max. uti duo
primd mundi origine creavit Lumina,
quibws omnia confpici ac tllnflrari pof-
[int,ita quorundam animos tanta Luce
affucit,ut Solem ipfurs, Lunamqs né
dine occecati intucantur, ut creatnris
Face illa celefti prefint, et florere eas
efficiant :  ita Chaos literatur e inglo-
riofams evafit fabricam, celym in ter-
ras defcendit, utrungs centrum femoti
Superficie [emet in confpectum dedit, et
fique adbuc majora,andemus dicere es

quofdam non latere.

Verunmt hanc effé Societatem Veftranz

c#i Deys oracula aperuit , mmlta [unt
az qua



que nos inducunt, wt credamus : Pro-
babilius quidens ¢ft illum Ecclefie fue
potits miranda Hec indulflurum quim
Ethuicis qui [cintillantem Nature Fa-
cewr Soli accendunts & figuando Lux é
Celo ifs micet, magisinde cecutiunts,
guippe oculi vemebris perpetud wverfati,
Lumen tam purum minimé fine detri-
mento ferant : Hand dubid Dens iilden
quibus [wa myfterialiberé donavit, alia
dabit beneficia panld inferiorasqui Lege
Divinl peritif[imi funt convenit etiap
wt illi Nature non [int ignari 3 qui de-
vigs in Doming admittustur confor-
Yium, Ancille ejus eodewe paito fiunt
Familiares.

Alia fubinde Ratio eft quia admo-
dim pauci effis 5 vulgus multitudo efd,
Sed rudis, nocetqs illi in altum [piranti
propria moles,cum interim unus ant al-
ter mird [e moveant agilitate, & [uperas
evadant ad auras: vile[cit porro quic-
guid temerariis omminm manibus tra-
tPatuy 5 [agax igitur Natura divitias
ntimo finn occnltavit, né fordefcerent:

ita



ita [ua babet & Ars penetralias #llins

petende funt Gemme, effodiendnms off
Awrum, Divinum etians opus eft anxilio
ut bec ita & illa inveftigemns.

Fama Vefra in lingname tranflata
Anglicanane ad noftras manus pervenis
Cediti fimul Prefatione Viri Tlluftrilfi-
mi E, P.Orbis Britanici Soljs) inilla
Jeripfiftis wos plures modo dignos im
Societatem adoptaturos :

Ite binc procul ite Prophani,Non de
cet omnes cujufcungs faring bomuncis
ones ine tantam Humanitatem involare,

“ant alios [pei melioriseam ante pedes
pofitans conculeare : accervima interine
in nobis exorta eft pugna,utpote qui nos
tanti favoris immeritos negave non
pofTumens, [ed tandens imporentia nebis
vifa eft Veftre Gratie fuccumbere, féc
ganvifi fumns, quia vilki, O veftrune
exofculamur Laurum.,

Cateynne amputato wno Hydre capite,
elind fubinde fe attollst, adeb ut tnfor~
tunium noftrume damno videatnr vires
acquiftviffes ad illud igitnr tangnane

Virtnti



Virtwts affine comtendinms, quod diffi-
eultatibus acfi numerofo [atellitio con-
ftipatur : Nobis anfa defuit  ad vos
mattendis ubi terrarum wvos quererent
Epiftole nom [atis conflitit, quibus no-
minatin literasinfcribere 2quc incer
tunes [iquidems & Nomina, uti & de-
gendi locys quofcungs nifi vos ipfos
latent.

Paulatim,, itaqs invafit animos Tri=
fitia, & Quernli, uti accidere [olet
anxiis, hec verba ejulavimus, Quid
proderit nobis manus auxiliatrix
quaz calamitatem noftram non at=
tingat ? Sint Fratres R. €. Viri
Sapientiflimi, etiam & Benevolis
quid inde hoc folatii, nifi nos bene-
gc‘iorum campotes fimus? id {ane
nos magis torquet, quod in deliciis
habitum non conlequamur, uti
fitim accendit augetq; aquarum
fcaturigo e longinguo fitasfic novif-
fima falicitas 2rumnas reddidit a
cutiores; ille enim qui {emel fruftra
fperavit,eft bis mifer.

Altum



Alsum [ubitd exoriri [elentinum vi-
debatur , & facra vox dmb pmyesde
bunc retulit Refpornfure. Quam folli-
cité ambitis Fraternitatem, tandem
Dei gratid invenietis; vota veftra
non irrita in aerem evanuerunt 3
hatid dubio qui ejufmodi {cintil-
lam primo accendit, eandem in
flammam erumpere & poteft effi-
cere & vult: pergatis itaq; tanto
flagrare difcendi ftudio, & afcendet
ad nos licet obtortd face ardens
induftria,

Auditis hifte, timovem omnia feré
membra wodo occupantem abjecimus,
& quaff redivivis [piritus etiam &
agiliores vedieres omnia deniqs fupes
rato dolore Gratitudinem [pirirunts;
multume wel ipfo lapfu profecimus :
Sec floves imbre nonnihil depre(fz, vege-
tiores evadunt , & ev latins expandunt
folia, quv compendiofists contraxe=
Yunt.

Plufquam verifimile et multos auro
alleos Societatene wvefbrame optares

[indent



frudent, waarcefcunt ut crefcat pecunia,

ut arca impleaturs [ed reverd opes &
omnia id gemus [ordent , [i eximia
Scientie  dignitas [pecEetur : iftum
Jane Metallorune Regem procatur Ig-
norantia , que exinde tam profligate
SJobolis fit mater = Alii porro ut [up-
petat iis quod voluptatibus indulgeant,
Fraternitatens [ollicitabunt | iis ceres
brum in ventrem degeneravit, Arte(qs
prob nefss ad compotaticnes vocants
quis non miretur aliquenz tardum ven-
tris omus vix poffe poft [e trabere &
Urbes Gente[qs uno cyatho abforbere 2
Malyimus auter nos Secreta nefcire,
guinm ut iis freti in [telera rucre-
weus. .

Vobis interize (I'ivi Doitilfimi) ne
mirum videatur nos imter ot calles
miferé laflatos ad Mercurios Tudices
accedere qui terendam premonfirent
vians. MMulti profesiv [cribendi pruvity
labovantes Artibus [cabiem induxere :
Hic ad maguum Elixar contendet, ille
ad Panacaum, wiergs elian Anigma-

‘ tice



gicd feribit uk obfcuritate decipiant 2
Quot homines totovite curriculo in-
fudarunt, uwt quod Author ipfe non in-
tellexit in eo invenivent 2 quens igituy
in exemplum propomere difficile ad.
modum eft judicatus etenim far liques
illos qui igne Fatuo illuff fumt , alios
etiam.,me ipfi ridiculo fint, in eandem
provocare fortem: itd multim juwat
infelices miferig [ocios babuiffe.

Né igitur inconfulti habeamur, qui
[pretis Pfeudo-philofophorum promif-
[isyvoti weritatem indagameus s terra
Sterilis effe folet , que Awrum tegit,
nullis luxuriat flovibus, qui pretereyn-
tium oculos deleltent, & ad latentens
ducant Thefaurum 5 hand aliter qus
Natyre [ecreta callent, taciturni funt,
& tanquans nefcii, raviffima andire
eft verba, [cripta fere nulla emittunt
gue Difcipulos alliciant, ins fe potiss
Subducunt, ur neagis ocenltentur , altoqs
felentio vivi [epeliantur.

Quocired liquido conflat, neminewm,
licet plurimumne [lydiis invigilaverit,

poffe



poffe proprio Marie avcana bhec attin-
gere : qui falso interpresati (unt vete-
vum Fabulas , novas tantim excude-
wunt 5 qui veri funt Myfte omnia de
induftriatam (pilfis offudére tenebris,
ut quicunqs “ea dignofcere aggrediatur,
citilts mentens amittat,quins inflruiti-
orens habeat,

Nos omnia bec animis [erid perpern-
dentes iterine atqs iterum vos obnixe
yogamus nofbrilm mifereri 5 vota no-
[Praquoniam grande aliquod [apiunt,
fanfla fint : Fatemur nos adbuc Ju-
venes effe €& Tyrones ( wtietians Epis
Seola minns nervefa indicat ) fed ani-
mns forte nebis [enior inditus 3 [fnens
tamen teneriy, dum [equaces : quoduvis
facile il imprimitur, quos unllune
adbuc vitiavit figillume : Suntns etiam
Duo quaff unico anime ad idem tamen
contendentes 5 & quid obflet qud mie
nws Fraternitas veflra Gemellos uno
partu_edat,utpote quans Deus fgcunda-
vit, [itilliimpofterum numerofa,modo
& legitinea proles !

Qnod



Quod Religionem attinet; profeits
nobis long alia mens eft ac iis qui ex-
cutiunt Deumn 5 clamitent nihil non i
Natura Proﬂuxiﬂ?z, per eandem confer-
vari, & ridicsld Definiant Naturam
quicquid vero eft, vel 4fefuit, vel ab
alios nibil autenz, cilme nondune effe ha-
beat, det [tbi originenssunde ab effelu
ad canfane Philofophando, tandem ad
Deumr mundi Creatorent afcendemus 3
qub oculos convertantus b Numen non
intueannr ?

Monfbrat prefentevs qualibet herba
Deum. Qui Animatia etiam & mine-
ralia pesfcrutantur, dunt mirave utri-
ufy 5 generationem, forte & Tranfmu-
sationem [ciant bene intelligunt Quis
fit omninm a € o: Deus itags qui
ipfa eft Veritas, inimicum non habes
wift ignorantem.

Que vos de Papa dixiftis, nobis ar-
vident : Religio illa (ff Religio dicenda
fit) licet per Seitas & Herefes munc di-
erum tanqnans 30t vebicula (pargatur,
candem cwms illis ruinam  expeet.

Quen



Quens non movent Lapidem Iefuite ut
#nos in antiquum Chaos confundant :
bic andatter Blafphemiam [pirat, ille
Japerflitionem colit 5 [{ verd tot imma-
wia & nefandafcelera bic impuné fe-
vans, Deus tandens ulcifcetur,

Nullajam (uti [peramus) obffacula
[uperfunt que nos 4 Societate veftrd de-
tineant s magna quiden rogavimns, fed
gne vos concedere poteftis 3 mémobis in
cvimina cedant Teweeritas aut [egnities,
gue due [wnt cujulqs evi pefles, iifq;
Japienti(f1mi alioquin viri periéres ve-

#tiam itaqs date (Fratres Amantilfimi)
fi invos ruere viff [imus,apertifq; bra-
chiis nos amplel¥i dignamini.

Quod fi vobis now vacet rebus tam
exignis adeffe , nos [atis confiii ferd
animum defpondebinus , & [uconm-
bentes Celo & terre magis forfan pro-
pitiis hofce gemitus erumpentibus witro
fengultibus edemns.  Fratres 1llu.
ftriffimi nos meritd Luce Divind
indignos judicdrunt ; quo demum
nos infeliciffimos recipiemusstel-)ne-

ras



bras modoé repudiavimus, nec fas
eft virginem adeo pulchramn,&bene
dotatamambire; necefle eft igitur
priftin:m petere caliginem, qud
pullati incedemus, dehinc notem
deperibimus, quoniam in illa ob-
dormire tuto poflumus, & infortu-
nia nullo modo vitanda otio per-
tranfire & filentio. Tu interimO
Caclumad Tui partem accedere, &
in nocte noftra {tellas fac emicare,
Tu etiam O Terra omnium vera
mater; fufcita Teinaliamqs abeas
formam, ut nobis opem feras, finu
tuc cadavera amplettere utdeniqs
revivifeant.

Vteunqgs nos wmeliora nobis pollige-
wwry quippe qui pro cerio habensus vos
[emper wobifmet conflare, nempe vos
non poffe nos defevere, nifi fitis perfidis
adet gratwlandwm preces noftras deff-
derio veftro confonasy [itamen nimis
duri & crudeles Lumen veflrum occl-
tarve flatuiftis, non illich extinéti eri-
mus 5 pamlatim & tardins Lucerna

noftra



noftra ex|pirabit 1 etenim [pes noftre
cilne d0bis tanguam medicis longe op-
timis remedinm non habeant, (nas ad-
vocabunt vires , quibus languenten
[uffultive Naturam & defperationem
polfint expellere s nos fcilicet proprid
mann ramuve prendere conabimur,
guem Dii oftendere recufant s [Pudiis
igitur indefeffz, licet Domums vefiran
S S. Spiritus invenire non polfummns,
forta[fis tamen 1n vicinun: bortume, ffin
Jucundum, fruitibus ornatunt, awmbu-
lachris hine atqy inde confpicuisince-
demus, & Fonte aqui ceelefti fcatiri-
ente fitinm levabinys,

Et jam plane verendum eft, né ultra
limites excreverit Epiftola noftra, & f¢
votum forfitan placeat, ne petendi pro-
lixitas naufeans creet 5 difficile erat
nobis gre(fune fiftere tanto fimulo con-
citatisy wtcunqs tamen non eft eadem

Epiftole ¢ Spei periodns.

Vobis devotiflimi
Theod. Verax
Theoph,Celnatus.
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Cuapr. L.

That all Laws which beare the Title of
Thentis, omght to refpeck their profit
for whom they were made.

S Laws do differ not onely in their

CA Inflicutionsy bue their acceptance s
{o, if not Tyrannically impofed,they cen-
ter in the Publick good 5 Forif by them
Humane Society is maintained, Juftice
excecuted, Vertue favoured, fo thatno
man may feare the infolency and oppre{~
fion of another, we may conclude that
they profit and advance a Common~
wealth: IT every man duaely receives
whateverbelongs to him, he hath no
caufe of commencing a Suit with any,or
to complaine, much lefle to engageina
War; but on the contrary, All (as in
the golden Age ) fhall enjoy peace and
profperity : But the Laws defend this
juftice by which onely Peace is eﬁabg-.
B )



2 The Myfleries and Lawes

fhed, contention ended, Themis worfhip~
ped, and taftly, all things in a flourithing
flate and condition. Whence the Poets
advifedly feigned Themns to be the
Daughter of Heaven and Earth, to be
the Sifter of Satarnand Auntto Fupiter,
and have done her very much honour,
and celebraied her Fame, becaufe the {o
conftantly adminiftced Juftice; for E-
quity and uprightdealing were by her
enjoyned, and all Vertues which might
render men either acceptable to the gods,,
orierviceable to each other, were to be
embraced, She therefore taught themto
live juftly and contentedly, to {hun vio-
lence, injuries and robbery ; that they
fhould ask nothing of the gods ( as Feftus
obferves ) but what fhould favour of ho-
nefty and Religion, or otherwife that
their prayers would have no good iffue.
She furthermore faid that the great God
did ook down upon the earth, and view
the a&ions of men,whether good or evil;
‘and that he {everely punifhed :the wicked
for their iniquity with eternal punifh-
ment; that he rewarded the good for
their integrity with a life which fhall

neither end nor decay.
- Others were of an opinion that this
Themis
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Themis was a Prophetefle amongft the
Grecians, and did foretel what fhounld
happen, by which endowment fhe got
great Authority 5 fo that they efteemed
heran Enthufiafleffe, and thoughe chat
the had familiarity wich Spirits;nay even
with the gods themfelves, trom whom fhe
fprung and had her Original 5 to whom
alfo after her deceafe fhe was fuppofed to
have returned, where they have enlarged
hier Commiflion in relation to mankind.
Wheu the wasaccounted the Goddefle of
Juftice, by her Kings held their Domini-
ons ; {heinfiralted them in their duties
to their Subjects, and made the rude mul-
titude pay due homage and fubjeltion to
chieir lawful Princes. ~ She laid the foun-
dation of Magiftracy, and built an order-
ly ffra&ure of Politicks ; for which caufe
fhe was in fo high eftimation amoungft the
Heathens, that they fuppofed the World
by her Divinity to be upheld and {up-
ported. They erefted Temples to her,
atd inflituted divine Rites and Ceremo-
nies in honour of her. The firfl that
was dedicated to her was in Boetiz neer
to the River Cephiffus; at which after the
Flood, Deucalion and Pyrrba arefaid to
have arrived; where they enquired of the

- Bz Oracle,
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Oracle, how mankind. which bad peri-
{hed in the Deluge, mightagain be reflo-
red,as Owd Lib. primo.

O Themis, (hew what Art tisthat vepairs,
Lot mankind, vontchafe v beip our funk_
affairs.

This al{fo was Allegorically fpoken
concerning our Themussthat fhe being very
prudent and more beautiful then all her
Contemporaries, was beloved of Fupiter ;
but after much {ollicication he was repul-
{ed, and all intercourfe broken « ff. till at
lengeh the-was fucprized in Macedonia,
and forced to be efpoufed tohim, by
whom fhe was with childe, and brought
forch three Danghters 5 Equity, Juftice,
and Peace.  She is reported to have had
by the fame Faupiter a fon named Medins
Fidiusor the righteous,  being Faiths
- Guardian ; wherefore an Qath {worne by
his name . was facred and unalterable
and this folemnity the Roman Patri-
archs challenged to themfelves as their
due, becauie it was held an execrable
¢hing for an ingenious man to befor-
{worne.

- Although we are confident that there
was
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was never upon the face of the earthany
{uch Themis, who after confuitation re-
turned that Oracle 5 much leflethat the
was tranflited into heaven, as. the Hea-
thens ignorantdy imagined 5 yet we con-
fefle thac thecrue Idew of Juftice, or an
Yiniverfal notion of Vertue may herein
( though occultly ) be infinuaced; for
out of her {prings good Laws, and notas
fome think outof Vice, which is onely
a thing accidental,

This Equity keeps Kingdomnies in {afety,
Common-wealths and Cides in order,
and laftly, emproves fmall beginnings to
a great height and degree of perfe&ion.

This Equity is that rule by which men
ought to frame their words and altions.
Polycletus a famous Statuaric made a
Book in which was proportionably exc
prefled to the life each member in mans
body, and hecalled this a patterneby
which other Artificers might examine,
and prove their peices. Such Rygles in-
deed there are in all Arts and Sciences
named Axioms, which by dedu&tion of
things from their principles do rightly
conclude.

This Equity doth {o poife all our
mannersand a&ions that they arenot
' B3 fwayed
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{wayed to injuftice and wickedneffe,
whereby very many inconveniences are
cfchewed which happily might lead us a-
way : Foras Luxury and Riot arethe
caufes of difeafes, fo injuftice hath an-
nexed to it asan ipfeperable companion
loffe and punifhment: and on the con-
trary,as Health renders men moft happy,
not onely becaufe of it felfe, butas icis
big with other Benefits : {o by this Equi-
ty, wholedlome Laws are epafed to the
great comfort and advantage of man-
kind. But becaufe this is {o cleareto
every Rational map, in vain are words
{pent to demonftrate it.

CuaAap IL

Thofe Laws which the Founder of this
Fravernity prefcribed to the R. C.
are all good and juft,

S no Rational man can deny the ab-
folute neceflity of good Laws s fo

it 1s moft fic thaefuch Laws fhould have
their due prai{e and commendationssthat
the
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the {luggard hereby might be pricked on
to Vertue, andthe diligenc might have
his deferved reward.

Seing therefore that thefe Pofitions
or Laws, laid down by the Father of the
honourable Fraternity are worthy of
ipecial view, wefthall truly according to
their nature, and the advantages men
may receive from them, Crown them
with due commendations,counting them
not onely worthy of acceptance, but an
Encomium,

Firft it is moft reafonable tchat every
Seciery if it be good, fhould be governed
by good Laws; if otherwife,by bad : but
that this Society is good and lawtul, we
donot onely fappofe, but may gather
from particular circumftances to which
their Pofitions are agreeable,

Something may be faid concerning
their number of fix, which hath very
much of perfe@ion in it 3 {o that the So~
ciety by an abundance of Lawsisnot in
confufion, nor yet by the paucity and
fewnefle tied up from all liberty. When
there are multitudes and great diverfity
of Laws, we may probably conjeétuce
that there will happen many crimes and
enormities; for he that fleighteth the

Bg ftreighe
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fireight path of Nature and Reafon, will
certainly be mifled into many windings
and labyrnichs before he comes to his
journeys end. From thef¢ inconvenien-
cesour Laws arefree, as well in quality
as number; they are voluntary, and
fuch to whom all may eafily aflent as
moft Rational.

They follow in their order.

t. Thatevery one of them who (hall
travel, mufk profefle Medicine and cure’
Gratis,

2. That none of them, notwithftanding
theirbeing of the Fraternity, fhall be en»
joyned one habit 5 but may {uit chem-
felves to the Cuftome and Mode of thofe
Countries in which they refide.

3. That each Brother of the Fraterni=
ty fhall every yeare upon the day C.make
his appearancein the place of the holy
Spirit,orel{e fignifie by Letters the true
caufe of his Abfence.

4. That every Brother fhall chufea
fit perfon to be his Succeffour after his
deceafe.

5. That the word R. C. fhall be their
Seale, Charater, or Cognifance. :

6. That this Fracernity.fhall be con-
ceal’d an hundred years,

The
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The Brethren are folemnly {worn and
firi&tly engaged to each other,to keep and
obferve thefe Conditions and Articles s
~in all which we finde nothing ¢ither pre-
judicial to themfelves, or hurtful and
injurious toothers; but that they have
an excellent fcope and intention, which
is theglory of God and the gooci of their
Neighbour. We fhall further profecute
thefe things, and by running thorow
their feveral caufes and circumftances,
give any one a greater light into them,

- In thefirft place, as touching the fiift
Author of thefe Lawes, it will be worthy
our confideration to examine whether
he had power and authority to -make
fuch Laws for himfelfe and others, -and
of requiring obedience theretos then
who was the Author ? and why hisname
hath been hitherto concealed ?

Teismoft certain that a Prince whois
as itwere an Head to his Subje&s that are
his Members, it is indeed a thing un-
queftionable, buc that he hath full power
‘of making and ratifying of Lawes: For
chiefly it belongs to the Emperour, then
to each King, becaufe they have right to
govern. Laftly it concerns any Princes or
Civil Magiftrates,

Bue
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But Lawes that are brought in by In-
feriours, extend onely to thofe that have
aparticular Relation to them; neither
arethey long lived, nordo they excufe
from the Lawes of Superiours, being one-
1y-obligations which refpe&t Thme,Rlace,
the Perfon and Subjet.

Amongft the Antients thofe men who
wereof beft repute for their Wifdome,
Learning, Authority, Sincerity, and of
greateft Experiences, might fee up Lawes
inany City or Nation. - Thus we fee
thar Mofes was made Ruler and Chejftain
amongf the Hebrews, and amongft the
Heathen the firfk Law-givers were called
Zephyrians : after them Zalencus in imi-
tation of the Spartanes and Crétians
( who were thought to have received An-
tient Lawes from Miros ) wrote fevere
Lawes,and found out futable punithment;
he left rules whereby men mighe ery cheir
a&ions, fo that many afterwardswere
frighted into pood manners ; for before
him Lawes were not written, but the fen-
tence and - ftate of the caufe lay in the

esbreaft,

Afcerwards the Athenians received
Lawes from Draco and Solons upon which
they proceeded in all Coures of Judica

ture,
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ture, from whom the Romans who lived
after the building of the City three hun-
dred yeares, had their Lawes of the
twelve Tables publithed by the Decem-
viri 5 and thefe in procefle of time being
enlarged by Romane Magiftrates and the
Cefars, became our Civil Law which at
this time is ufed amongft us.

Other Nations alfo had their re-
{peftive Lawgivers, as £gygt had Priefts,
and Ifis, who were taught by Mercary and
Uulsan. ( Thelewere golden Lawes, and
fuch as owed their birth to the fire, )
Babylon had the Caldeans, Perfia had Ma-
gitians, India had Brachamonds, Athiopie
had the Gymmofophifts 5 amongft the Baétri-
ans was Zamolfis,amongfl the Corinthians
was Fido, amongft the Nilefians was Hip=
podamus, amongt the Certhaginians was
Charonda; laflly amongft the Brittaines
and Frenchthe Druides,

From what ‘hath already been faid
there may be gathered thus much, viz.
Thatany one hath liberty ( his Compa-
nions complying and faithfully enga-
ging ) to prefcribe Lawes to hinifelfe and
themy efpecially if fuch Lawes are foun-
ded upon Reafon and Equity; For (as
the Comedian hath it ) amongft thegood

ought
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ouglit to be tranfalted  juft and honeft
things 5 but as the combination of the
the wicked is unlawful, fo are thofe
bands that oblige them damnable,whofe
truftand fidelicy arebut true cheats and
fure deceits 3 their conftancy but obftina-
¢y, their oaths curfings, their rules me-
theds of villany, cheir lawes are.com-
mands to wickednefe,

Our Author indeed was a private man,
and no Magiftrate 5 but in hig particular
relation he was invefted with muoch Au-
thority, whereby he might obligeand
binde others, be both Lord and Father of
the Society, and the firft Author and
Founder of this goldenMedicine and Fhi-
Yofophical Order. if any one (ball actempt
to ufurpe jurifdiftion over any againft
their wills and confent, he fhall finde his
Jabour tobein vaine 3 for he muft needs
fuppofe them to havea prejudice againft
fuch defignes, fince he playes the Bifhop
in anotlrers Dioceffe: Buc cercainly the
cale isdifferent here, becanle by a-faire
vefignation they devoted themfelves to
his command.

Surely for confirmation we may take
notice of the Time ; They have been kept
and obferved for many Ages, and th'i;

dot
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doth not a lictle firengthen the firft Aus
thority ; for if you prefcribe Lawes to
any who were not under fuch beforesand
and fuch Lawes continue a longf{eafon
unviolated, it will follow that thofe
Lawes being juft and good may yeten~
dure : for'that nothing hinders, but that
this private Legiflative power. may be in
force, being neither contrary to Divine
or Civil Statutes, the Lawes of Nacure,
any pofitive Law, or Cuftome of Na-
tioms. |

To fomeit may feeme a firange thing
that our Authogs name (hould notbe
known : to which we an{wer.

Qur Father indeed hath lien hid asbe-
ing. long fince dead, and his Brethren al-
though they live and retaine in Record
and Memory- his Sacred Name ¢ yet be-
caufe of fome fecret and weighty caufes,
are ot willing ro have his name or per-
fonknown, Befides they have.a contis
nual fucceffion and genealogy from him
to themf{elves; and they received after-
wardsa Lampe from a known confede-
rate and colleague of their Fraternitys
They can read the Authogs foulein his
Bookes, view the true Feature in the pi&-
ure, judge of the truth of the caufeby -

the
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the eflc& ; whofe a&ions confirme their
goodnefle and fincerity ; their hands are
fet with eyes, fo that their beliefe goes
beyond their fight; whar other men
foolithly and ignorantly think incredible
and vaine, they know to be reall and
poffible.

Shall we deny that thofe men who
were chofen and fele&ed to be of the Fra-
ternity, were unacquainted with our
Author 2 Surely they were moft inti-
mate and familiar with him, and perfor-
med with alacrity what ever he com-
manded or enjoyned them.

To thofe indeed to whom the know-
lIedge of him was no benefit, he was not,
neither was it neceffary that he fhould
be known, unlefle fuch perfons over curi-
ous pryed into matters which concern
themnot 3 for asit belongsnot to usto
have intelligence what defignes arein a-
gitation within the walls cf Troy, or who
inIndia doth adminifter juflice or give
Lawes; fo likewife ought they not to
intermeddle with this Author and his
Brethren altogether unknown to them.
If we behold fmoake breathing outof an
houfe, we prefently conclude that there
is fire within. And why fhould not we

although
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although the- Father and the Fraternity

have not been feen by outward eye, yet

becauft of their workes,by theeye of our

mindes difcern and fatisfie our felves

concerning them ? We can paffea judge~

ment upon a Tree by the fruic, although

the fruit be plucked off; ic fufficeth eo

the knowledge of a man if we heare him

fpeake: Whence Socrases {pake thusto

a young vertuous man, but one thatheld

his peace s fpeake (faid he) that Imay

heare thee, A Dog difcovers himfelfe

by his barking, a Nightingale by her

fweet chaunting notes; and we judge of

all other things according to their a&-

ings, And why then cannot we diftin--
gnifh this our Author from cheatsby his

Pofitions and Lawes, fince it is the o~
therswhole defigne w delude? they

make gain of their tricks; chat which

would be iarkfome toanother, they take

pleafure in, and make a fport of dangers
and hazards.

Our Aathoris namelefle, but yet wor-
thy of credit, unknown to the vulgar,
but well known to his own Society. And
fome may ask the reafon of his conceal-
ment. Weknow that the Antient Phi~
lofophers counted themfelves happy in &

private
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private life; and why may not Moderns
enjoy the fame priviledge, finceneceflicy
may put thefe more upon it then them ?
The World is now more burdned with
wickednefle and impieties: Indeed the
whole Creation as-ic flowed from God
- wagexceeding good, but mans fall hath
brought a curfe upon the Crearares. Po-
lidorus had notbeen f{o credulous; could
he have forefeen his Fate; by whofe ex-
ample others have got wifdome, they
dare not entruft themfelves with the rude
multitude, but fecretly do withdraw
themfelves ; for commonly an handfome
opportunity makesa Theife; and he thac
expofes his treafures upon an high hill
to all mens eyes, invites Robbers. Men
called Homines have both their name and
nature ab bumo, from theearth, which
{fométimes being parched with extreame
heat opens; fometimes feemes to be
drowned with floods; which depend upon
the Sun, Winde ,Showres, either of them
cither yeilding no influence ac at all; or
exceeding in their operations. Even fo
the minde of man is not alwayes inthe
fame condition ; fometimes it enlargech
it felfe in covetoufnefle, fometimes Vice
is more pleafing to it then Virtue, and

plundering
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plundering is prefer’d before honefty and
Juftice. Buc I would not be thoughtto
include all men in this cenfure 3 for we
intend onely thofe who having neither
reafon nor learning, do differ very little
from the brute beafts,

Wherefore the Father of this Fraterni-
ty was not fo much careful of concealing
himfelf in refpe& of his own intereft ;
but herein he wifely confulted the good
and welfare of his fucceffors and the
whole Fraternity. Shall we efteeme him
awife man whois not wife for himfelfe 2
{o that Ariftippus, Anaxarchus and many

~others do worthily beare their dif=
graces.

Every one by dangerous atcheivements
and noble exploits can get renown 5 and
fomehave grown famous by notorious
and execrable villanies; As Heroftratus
who fired the great Temple of Diana :
But this our Author and his Succeffors
conceale themfelves, very well knowing
what a fling Honour and Popularity
carries in the taile of it; not that they
hate or fcorne humane Society, but that
they may as it were at a diftance behold
the enormities of men, being onely
fpeQators and not aQ&ors. Democritus is

G reported



18  The Myfleries and Lawes

reported to have put out his eyes that he
might not fee the vanity and emptinefle
of theworldin refpe& of goodneffe and
vertue, and its fulnefle of deceit,luxury,
and all vice : But our Author andhis
Succeffors have taken a very wife courfe
to conceale themfelves : no :an that
would exactly fee an obje&t,will fixe both
his eyesuponit 3 ncither will a wife man
put himfelfe into the hands of either
Mercary or Mars, they being Patrons of
Theifes and Robbers; neither will he
entrufthimfelfe with Fupiter or Apollo,
fince that the one 1s armed with thunder-
bolts, the other with arrowes, by which
the unfortunate Hyacinthus perithed, and
was Metamorphofed into a flower bear-
ring his name.

CHAP.



of the Rofecrucians, 19

crrAp 111,

Concerning the gemeral intent and
effec of thefe Lawes with the par-
ticular Circumflances of Place,
Time, Meanes, and the End.

‘ E have already ac large difcourfed

of the maker and efficient caufe

of thefe Lawes; now we fhall treat of
their Effefts and Circumftances.

That is properly termed an effet
which in all poincs agrees with its caufe s
fo that if our Auathor was an upright
man, thefeLawes which flow from him
fhal} likewife be good,it being a very rare
thing to fce a verwuous off-fpring degene=
rate from their Parents and Anceftors.

It {5 evidentenough that thefe Lawes
do anfwer their intention, by that order
and fime knot of friendfhip which yet
continues amongft that Honorable So-

Cz clety 3
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ciety ; for if Reafon, Nature, and Truth,
had not juffified their proceedings,
doubtlefle they had long fince been ruin=
¢d and come to nothing. Many indeed
aimie well, but yet hit not the marke; and
we know that a fudden florme croffes the
endeavour and defire of the Mariner in
arriving at his fafe Haven: even fo he
thatfets himfelfe to any noble exploit,
fhall finde blocks in his way; and if he
goes thorow with it,God fhould have due
thankes by whefe providence and blef-
fing he obtaines {o happy an iffue.
Hitherto thefe Brethren have not re-
pented of their condition, neither will
they ever, being fervants to the King of
Kings, all thefruits of their labours they
dedicatetohim. Religion with them is
in greater efteeme then any thing in the
World ;5 as well in the Book of nature
as the written word they read and fludy
Gods Omnipotency, his Providenceand
his Mercy ; they account it their duty to
helpe and relieve the poor and op-
prefled 5 and furely fuch a&ions become
Chriflians; o unworthy a thing ic is
that Heathens and Turkes fhould out-
ftripeus in them!
It is not neceflary that any. fhould
know
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know their place of meeting, but they
whom it properly concerns. We are
fure thatit is not in Vtopia, or amongf
the Tartars, but by chance in the middle
of Germany; for Europe feemes to re-
femble a Virgin, and Germany to be her
belly; ic is not decent that a Virgin
fhould difcover her felfe, left fhe rather
be accounted a Scrumpet then a Virgin s
lecic fuffice that we know her not to be
barren ; to have conceived, yea and
brought forth this happy Fraternity s
although hers is a Virgin-wombe, yet
fhe have teem’d with many rare and un-
known Artsand Sciences. We meane
Germany which at prefent flowrifhech
and aboundeth with Rofes and Lilies,
growing in Philofophical gardens where
no rude hand can crop or fpoile them.
The Hefperian Nymphs have their a-
bode here s Agle, Heretufz, and Hefpre=
tufa, with their golden boughes,left they
againebecome a prey to Hercules, ace
here fecured. HereareGeryons vaftbulls
in faire and fafe paftures ; neither Cacus,
nor any malicious perfon can fleale or
perfecute thems Who candeny thag the
Golden Fleece is here, or the princely
Garden of Mars a.ndc Aéta who 1is feigned
3
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to be Son of Phabus and Phaeton's Brother?
here arefed the fheep and oxenof the
Sun called Pecudes, whence is derived the
word Pecunia, Money the Queen of the
World.

It would beto no purpofe to fpeake.of
the'meanes by which thefe things have
been deduced from their firft Auchor;
fince that the Brethren in their Book en-
ticuled * their Fame and Confeflion, and
in other writing have at largedeclared
them. Hebroughe them firft from Ara-
bia into Gernrany hig native Country,and
then defigned to make up the Fraternity 3
and thefe made the firft part of the Book
called M. of which there is fo much men-
tion in their Famq ; which was afcerward
tran{lated out of Arabicke into Latine s
out of which Book M. they learned many
Myfteries, andin it as in a glafle they
clearely faw the Anatomy and Ideq of
the Univerfe : Ard doubtlefle thortly
they will let the Book M. come abroad
into the World, that thofe who covet
after knowledge may receive fatisfaltions
nay I confidently believe that happy day
tobe athand; {fo may we judge of the
Lionby his Paw; for as the ¢bbings
snd flowings of the Sea ( as Bafilins Va-

: lentinus,
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lentinus reports ) doth carry much wealch
todivers Kingdomes; fo thefefecrets
coming into publicke view, having much
in them of the Worlds Harmony {o much
admired by Pythagoras, may yeild usno
lefle profic and content.

Neicher hath it been ever known that
two have been {o 1ouch alike as this to
the M. yes this . is the M, neither muft
we cxpelt another M.

The end for which thele Lawes were
made was the common good and benefic
which partly belongs to the Brethren
themfelves, and partly refpets othiers,
either in their mindes or bodies to the
furnithing of thac wich knowledge, and
to the remedying of the difeales of the
other 5 for they being ambitious to
profit and advantage others, havetaken
a courfe futable to their intentions,

But if any fhall objc(t and fay that they
have not confulted their vown (fafery,
thefe things will confute 5 as alfo that
they have endeavoured the good and
welfare of others.

In chis cafe the {cales hang very cven,
inclining neither to the one nor other,
and the fuft Unity is equivalent to the
fifth, or fecond and third linked together ;

C4 every
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every one ( as the Proverbe hath it) will
chriften his own childe firft; and Rivers
‘(as the Wifeman {peakes ) ftreame not
outyunleffe the fountaine is full 3 he
gives beft, that gives fo to one thac he
may give oftentimes.

But when were thefe Lawes firft pro-
mulgated,you may learne out of the Fa-
m# by chance about the yeare 1413!
Ifhe wasborne in the yeare 1378. and
travelled ac16. yeares of age, hewas out
6, yeares, and recurned at the end of 8,
but expelted §.yearesbefore he broughe
hisbufinefle to any end, and gave his
Lawes : But thefe things are rather
conje&ural then certaine, in regard that
we want the Hiffory in which they are
diflinétly fet down.

CHAP,
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€CHAP. 1V,

Of the Firft Law, and the excellency of
Medicine above other Arts to which
the Brethren are devoted,

E are now come to treat more
particularly of each Law, and we
‘will begin with the firft, viz,

That whoever of - them {hall travel,
muft profefle Medicine and cure gratis
without any reward,

Neceflity hath forced men toinvent
Arts for their help; curiofity hath fet
others on worke to fatisfie Fancy, and
luxury hath not been idlein {eeking out
meanes to pleafe it felfe: Now amongft
thefe Artsand Inventions, fome are more
noble and excellent,both in refpe& of
themfelves , as alfo ‘inthe eflimation of
men. Do not we count it a Divine and
Majeftical thing togovern? whac more
glorious then to wage War with fuc-

, cefle 2
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cefle? There are Merchants, Handi«
craftfmen, and Husbandmen, in a Com-
mon wealth, and every one a&s in his
proper fphere. In any profound point
in Divinity we confult the able Clergy s
in a doubtful and fubtile cale wegoto
an able and honeft Lawyer 5 in defperate
ficknefle we fecke to an experienced and
Tearned Phyfitian :  But Medicine feems
defervedly to have the preheminence 3
for a Phyfitian in fickneffe governes the
Emperour, prefcribes Rules and Direlti-
ons which the Lawyer cannot doj for
she Lawgiver being prelent,the Law hach
no force, and may be changed and alte~
red at his pleafure who firft inflicuted
them.

The Phyfitian likewife fights with the
difrales of mans body, and hach f{harpe
batrds with them, he overcomes to pre-
ferving -or refboring health almoft loft
and decayed, Hence Arifforle places health
among# chofe things in which all men
agree s for every one knowes thac it is
beft, and delires to be well, and in the
nexs place to be rich and wealthy.

Wherefore a Phyfitians employment
is{ofar from being contemptible, that it
is concerned ina mans cheifefl outward

good
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good and happinefle, in maintaining
healeh dnd curing difeafes. God ' at firfk
created man ;3 Nawre Gods handmaid
conduceth to the generation of him from
thefted of both Sexes; anditis the Phy-
fitians office to recover man difeafed,and
to-reftore bim to his native health,{o that
this: Arthath muchin it of Divinity,
having the fame {ubje& wich the Crea-
tion and Generation, viz. Man who be-
ing created after the Image of God, was
his by Creation, being begotten was
Natures by Generation 3 nay Chrift him-
felfe being incarnate did not difdain to
be as well as the Phyfitian of thefoule,
{o alfo to be the Phyfitian of the body.
TheProphets amongft the Ifraelitespra»
&iced Phyfick, The Priefts amongft the
Fgyptians out of whofe number - the
Kings were chofen. Laftly great Princes
have ftuldied this Art, not covetoufly for
the reward, but that they might help the
ficke. We have heard of fome who ha-
ving {laine many ina juft War, yet to
¢leare them{elves havefreely given Phy-
fick, doinggood to men to expiate the
hurt they had formerly done.

Wherefore fince the Profeflion of Phy-
fick is fo high f{o noble and facred, W;

nee
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need not admire that amongft other Arts
and Sciences in which they excell, thefe
Brethren of the Honourable Society
fhould chufe and prefer this above them
all. I confidently believe that they
knowing the moft intimate fecrets of Na=
ture,can naturally produce veryftrange
effeCts, which may as much amaze anig-
norant SpeQacor as the Gorgens head ;
bu Medicine was dearer to them, as being
of moft profit and greateft value.

But fome perhaps may exclaime againft
thefe Brethren,faying that they are not
Phyfitians, but meere Empericks who in-
trude upon Phyfick : Such indeed fhould
firft look at home, and then abroad. 1
confefle that few of the Brethren have
had their education, but yet they are
great Schollars; not frefh or rawe in
profound learning, butthe greateft pro-
ficients. They compound that Medicine
which they adminifter, it being as it were
the marrow of the great World.

To fpeake yet more plainely, their
Medicine is Promethens his fire whichby
the affiftance of Minerva he ftole from the
Sun, nd conveyed it into man 3 although
difeafes and maladies were afterwards by
the gods (" as the Poets feigne ) inflicted

on
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on men, yet the Balfome of Nature was
more powerful then the diftempers 2
This fire was fpread over all the World
conducing to the good both of bedy and
mind, in freeing the one from infirmities,
the other from greivous paflions; for
nothing doth more chear and make glad
the keart of man then this Univerfal Me-
dicine; precicus flones wrought into
fubtile powder, and leafe-gold are the
Ingredients of this powder commonly
called Ede! beriz pulver s Afchilus doth
attribute the invention of Pyremaucy, the
compofition of Medicines, the firft wor-
king upon Gold, Iron,and other mettals,
to Prowetheuss hence the Athenians ere-
&ted an Altar common to him, Uslcan
and Pallas, confidering how much fire
conduced to the finding out of the fecrets
of nature: But we muft know thata
fourfold fire is required to bring this Me-
dicine to perfe&tion, and if one of them
is wanting, the whole labour is loft,

CHAP.



30 The Myfteries and Lawes

CHApP. V.

That the Cure of difeafes by (pecificke
remedies of occuly quality,which the
Fraternity wfeth, is moft [utable
to mans Nature, and prevalent a-

gainft all diftempers.

"E muft not by what hath been hi-
V therto {poken fuppofe that the
Brechren ufe Medicines which are not na-
tural ; for they have Vegetables and Mi-
nerals, butthey having a trueknow-
ledge of the fecret and occult eperation
of things, know what will be moft cffe-
¢tual for their purpofe.

They have their Panchrefta, their Poly=
chreftay their ManusChrifti, and other
greagtitles; their Narcoticas and Alex-
ipbarmaca, of which Galen and othersdo
much boaft, thinking them a prefent help
at a dead lift ; and to colour their cheats,

firiCtly command that none fhall either
pre=
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prefcribe or give them without a large
?ee, as if the price added vertueto them,
and the effe& did much depend upon the
coft.

The Brethren alfo have variety of Me-
dicines; fome called Kings, fome Prin-
ces, fome Nobles, and others Knights,
each one being denominated according
toits excellency and- worth : But we
muft take notice that they prefcribe not
according to the purfe, but the infirmity
of the Patient 3 neither do they defire
areward before hand ; they likewife fic
not a childes fhoe to an old man, becaufe
a due proportion ought to be carefully
obferved ;a dram is fufficient for the oney
and an ounce of the fame Medicine for
the other. Who would not think it ab-
furd to apply the fame Plaifter to the
hardned and brawny hand of a Plow-
man, and to the delicate and neat hand
of a Schollar or Gentleman ?

He that pratifeth Phyfick aright doth
confider the different temper of perfons
in the fame difeafe, as a learned Judge
doth not alwayes give the fame judge-
ment in the fame caufe, which circum-
fances may very much alter: The Bre-
thren look chiefly to the conftitution l?f

the
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the Patient, and do accordingly pre-
fcribe.

They haveinall things experience to
confirme their knowledge 5 they ufevery
choice Vegetables which they gather
when they are impregnated with heavens=
1y influences, not deluded with com-
‘mcn idle Aftrological notions, but cer=
tainly knowing at what time they have
received a fignature effeCtual to fuch an
end ; and they apply thefe Vegetables to
{ucdh difeafes for which they were inten~-
ded.

Itis a moft irrational thing whenna-
ture hath afforded us fimple Medicines
to corre& and amend its deficiences, that
we fthould mixe and compound with qua-
lities hot, cold, moift, and dry, f{o that
one Specifick being perhaps fecretly of a
contrary operation to another ingre-
dient, the proper vertues of both, ifnot
lofl, yet are much diminifhed.

The Galenifts fay that the firft Quali-
tiesdo alter, that the fecond do either
thicken or attenuate, and fo foolifhly and
fgnorantly of thereft : Whereas each
Vegetable hath in it vertue effentially to
chafe away that difeafe to which it may
rightly be applied. It is here in Medicine

as
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a¥ in an Army, if each Souldier falls oue
with the other, or they mutiny againft
their Commarder, the. enemy gets
firength, and makes uufe of their weapons
to {lay them.

Somemay ask, what is here meant by
Specifice # Tanf{wer that I intend that
which the illiterate Galenifts callsan oc-
cule Quality, becaufe it.is neither hot,
cold, moift, nor dry ; becanfe indeed
true profound knowledge was above
their reach o undecrftanding.

Valefcus de Tarantay lib, 5. cap. 12.
defines or defcribes, the Galenical occult
Quality. A queftion is flarced how a
Locuft hanged about the neck doth cure
aQuartane? To which they anfwer;
thatif thefe Empirical Medicines “have
any fuch vertue, they have it from their
occult Quality, which contains the Spe+
cifick form of the diftemper conjoined
with the influence of the Stars : but then
we may ask what that totall propriety is?
Averrboes calls ita Complexion; others
fay thatitis the fubflantial form of a
compound body 5 fome will have it to be
the whole mixture; viz. The Form, the
Matter; and Complexion, which 4vicen<
nanames the whole (ubflance, when he

b {aid
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faid that a body hath neither eperation
from the Matter mor Quality, but the
whole Subftance or Compofition.

- But to fpeak truely and clearly asit
becomes Philofophers, we hold that there
Is a natural vertue and certain predefti-
nation flowing from the influence of hea-
venly bodies, fo particularly difpofing
the Form to be introduced,thac it is (as it
were )determined to its proper objett,
wheriby after due preparation of the
matter, and conjun&ion of theform, the
whole Subftance or mixed body necefla-
rily produces a proportionable. effett.
And Avicenna perhaps qeant thus much 3
whence Arnoldys in his Book De Cauf.
Sterifitatis, {aith that the peculiar pro-
priety of a thing is its nature which pro-
ceeds from the right difpofition of the
parts to be mixed, and this is called an
occult Quality, - to moft men unknown
becaufe of its difficulty,  Hence it is
that Natureis fliled 2 Complexion, not
becaufe it is fo properly, and found out
by reafon, its fecrets being onely difco-
vered by experimentand praftice: by
this the wunderflanding knows that ex-
perienceis above reafon; becaufe there
are o many experiments of which we

can
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can glve no rational -account, nor finde
out any method to fatisfie our felves
concerning them.

By whathath hitherto been fpoken, ic
plainly appears that the whole propriety
of any thing isnot the Complexion 5 for
if it were {0, all things which have the
fame propriety,would confequently have
the fame complexion, which is falfe 5 for
Rubarb and Tamarmmds from theirwhele
propriety do attra& and draw choler,
and yet.are not of the fame complexion.
ThusValefous.

Ic is therefore. evident that the true
propriety of Medicinal things is onely
known by experiment, and not by the
falfe Galenical rules of Art, which do not
give us light into ehe nature of any
fimple. For inflance, confider the Rofe,
it fendsforth a moft pleafant perfume,
and isof a ruddy lovely colour, notin
refpet of the Quality cold anddrey , hut
of that proper vertue effendially inic 3
neithér can there be any dedultion from
thofe Qualities being not fubjet vo Taft
to Feeling, to Hearing, and confequently
noneatall, becaufe Specificks have ano-~
ther original,

How are the firft Qualities obferved?

Do not
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pot from their effence and nature, but as
fenfe difcovers them , whence reafon
draws a conclufioni : Bur we fee not
hotw reafon candetermine concerning the
Qualities of a Rofe, whether it is hor,
cold, moift, and dry, unleffe ic hath been
informed by the fenfes, asby the coloar,
{ent, tafte, or touch.

Buc thefe Rules are altogether uncer-
tain and fallacious, and there are more
experiments to overthrow then to con-
firmethem s for who dare affirm that all
cold things have no fent, that all hot
things have fent? ‘thac all fented things
are hot, that all that have no fent are
cold; or that white things are cold or
hot,that red things are hotter then whice,
or contrarily that bitter things are hot,
nareotick cold? &c. for Opiym, the {piric
of wine, the Kofe and more things will
confate fuch an opinion ; fo that the
Qualities do depend upon fuch uncer-
tainties in refpe of every fimple, that it
is far better to truft to. experience to
fearch into the {ecrets of Natwure, then
vainly to triffle away time in gathering
the fecond Qualities from the firft, and
the third from the fecond, or to gain
reafon by fenfe 5 athing moft ridiculous,

unleffe
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unlefle it be in the cure of difeafes where
the Qualities are in confufion.

When the Zgyptians underftood this,
they ftudicd and moft efteemed of thae
Fhyifick which was experimental, and
not norional 3 and therefore they ufed to
place their Sick perfon in the ftreets, that
if any one of the people that pafled by
had laboured under the fame difcafe, he
might well the Specifick remedy with
which hewas cured ;3 whence it{ome-
times {o falls ouc that an old woman or
an Emperick. in {ome certain difeafes
may e ffc& more by one proper fpecifick,
then many Phyficians by their methods
and long courles.

Twould not be mifunderflood, as if
there were no judgement to be ufed in che
adminiftration of Phyfick, but thatex-
perience fhould be the onely guides Me-
dicine whether fpeculative or pra&ical,
muft concur and meet in truth: Ifay
we muft notas to the invention or pre-
{cription of Phyfick wruft too muchto
Reafon enformed falfly concerning she
nature of things, but when experience
hath confirmed us in myfteries and
fecrets,becaufe reafon is too weak- fighted
to reach them,we muft not perverfly flighe

D3 them;
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thetn, difefteeming envioufly what we
cannot attain,

I do notaccounthim a rational Phy-
fitian who hath onely a large ferowle or
bill of Simplesin his memory, and can
diftin@ly tell you what are hot in the
firft degree ,what in the fecond, whatin
the third,and can run thorow the fecond
Qualitiesand third ; andif ac any time
heis called to a Patient, from this rabble
as from the belly of the Trojane horfe
iflue many Recelpts, many bands, when'
he isignoranc of the moft inconfiderable
Simple, and knows not how rightly to
apply it: Shal not he who underftands
and iswell acquainted with his Medi-
cines,be of morerepute? A few fele&
prefcriptions chat are infallibleand effe-
&ualto the cure, are of more worth then
a rude multitude of Galenical Receipts.

We haveindecd now fo great variety
of Medicines, thatit puzzlesa Phyfitian
more to chufewhatis beft then to invent;
forit isnot the abundance of remedies
that overcomes a difeafe, but the vertue,
method, order, andchoice of time and
place, that give fuccefle,

Weread in Hiftories of the courage
and skill of a Spartene King,who with

a band
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aband of 400. ftout Lacedemonians poflef~
{ed the ftreights by which Xerxes {hould
pafle with an Army of 1700000. and
made there a great flaughcer of them
when the infulting Perfien boafted that
they would clofe the Sun with their ar-
rows 3 the Spartaine King an{wered that
then we will fight in the thaddow.

By thefe examples it appears- thata
{ele&t company of choice fouldiers have
greatadvantage againft aconfufed mul-
titude 5 And why . are nota few choice
remedies beyond an heap of vain receipts?
Some have faid that an Armyis come
~ pleat that hath an hundred thoufand ;
and if the number exceeds, it will be tu~
multuous, and in no order and difci-
pline. We may affert the like of Medj-
cine,if it increafeth to a great namber, it
rather kills then cures; for every Spe-
cifick waging war or being oppolite
to anothier, muft neceflarily difturb Na-
tures peace and tranquillicy.

D4 CHAP.
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Cuapr, VL

Althongh other Phyfitians may chal.
lenge, as indeed they deferve, a due
veward 5 yet the Brethren do cure
gratis, not valuing money.

"Eread in Hiftory that great per»

' {ons, Kings and Princes, have
entertained famous and Jearned Phyfi-
tians, not onely allowing them a conﬁn
derableannual ftipend, but have raifed
them to great preferment and honour s
Erafiftratus found out the difeafe of An-
tiochus,viz. his love of his mother in Law,
of which herecovered bim, and received
of his Son Piolomy -an hundred Talents ¢
Democides reftores the Tyranc Polycrates
for two Talents of Gold; The fame
perfon for curing Darius had given o

him
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him a very rich chaine of Gold, and two
golden Cups.  Faeobus Cotierius Phyfi-
tian to Lewss the fecond King of France,
had g0000. Crowes yearely paid himj
and Thaddens the Florentine got So
Crownes daily, travelling up and down’
roscure the ficke.

The reward and gaines Phyfick bring-
eth in hath caufed many Students o
employ all their time and labour therein,
who for the moft part look morezothe
profit then health of their Neighbour,
and good of the Common-wealth: If
we indeed confider to how many infirmi="
ties we are fubject, we fhall finde Phyfick
to be as ncceflary as food and raiment 3
and then able Fhyfitians are to befought
for, who may judicioufly adminifter it;
but noman will employ all his paines,.
coft, and labour, in that of which he fbal}
reapno harveft 5 who will beanothers
fervant for no wages 2 Will a Lawyer
plead withouchisFee ?  neither ischere
any injundtionor law to commandand
oblige a Dolor to cure for nothing:  ¥e
would be very hard and rigorous, if any
man fhould be forced to giveaway what
properly belongs to him.  Menecrates
the Syracufan had nothing for his 'paia;s

£
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but affeted Divinity; he wounld be
thought and acconnted Fupiter, which
was worfe then if he had required are-
ward {utable tohis Calling.
The Brethren are {o far from receiving
a Fee, that they fcorneit 5 f{ofarfrom
vain glory of their fuccefle, thac they
will not have fuch a favour acknow-
ledged. They have not one Medicine
for a great man, another for the poor,
but equally refpect both; frequent in vifi~
tiag, comforters in affliGtion, and relie-
vers of the poor 5 Their labour is their
reward, their painesto them gain; no
Micg or other Vermine can diminifh their
heap, no Dragon or wild Beaft can either
poifon or exhauft their Fountain, -
Celius Lib, 16. Cap. 10. tellsusof
Philo a Phyfitian, who found out certain
Medicines which he called The Handsof
the gods 5 but this great Title was but as
Ivie hung outfor a fhew to takethe eyes
of the SpeQatours, to furprife the eares
of the Hearers, which promifed  more
then they performed, andratherdeluded
thenhelped any, having aglorious out-
fide, buc within dregs-and corrupt : But
the Brethren although they have the moft
efficacious Medicines in the World, yet
they
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they had rather conceal the Vertues then
boaft of them 5 their Powders perhaps
may be accounted a litcle Cinaber or
fowe {light ftuffe, but they effe more
then {eems to be expefted from them:
They poflefie the Phalaia and Afa of Ba=
filius, the Nepentbes that drives away for-
row of Hemer and Trifmegiftas, the Oynt-
ment of Gold, the fountain of Fapiter
Hammon, which at nightis hot, atnoon
is cold, lukewarme ac fun rifingand fet~
ting 5 for they contemn gaines andin=-
come by their pofieflion, neither are they
enticed with Honour or Preferment s
they are nbtfo overf{een as one of whom
Tully {peakes, who wrote againft others
affc&ation "of efleceme, and placed his
name in the Frontifpeice of his Book thaw
he might be more known 3 they embrace
{ecurity, and are not buricd but live and
are altive in filence.

Isnot this a rare Society of men who.
are injlirious tonone, bat feek the good
and happinefle of all, giving to each
perfon what appertains to him ? - Thefe
Brethren do not adore therifing Sun,
meere Parafites,who conforme themfelves
to the becks of great men, their words
and ations are masked with cheate,

Ic
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Tt is reported that the Statue of Dizne
by Art was {o framed,thatif a prefent was
brought to her by a Pilgrime, {he would
fhew a cheareful and pleafing counte-
nance 3 but if any one came empty (he
frowned, was angry, and feemed to
threcaten: even fo is'¢he whole World,
wherein all things are fubje& to Gold ;
this daft of the earth is of no value wich
them, becaufe thofe things are low in
their eyes which others much adore,
They had rather finde out a Myftery in
Natare then a Mine 5 and as Gold fervés
to help forward their ftudies, fo they
efteeme of it ¢ They withand are ambi-
tious of the age of Solomon wherein there
was fo great plenty ac Ferufalem as tiles
on thehoufes,filver as common as flones
in theftreet: fo in the golden age its
ufe wasnot known s men were contented
with what Nature freely afforded them,
living friendly under the Government of
the father of the-family, without broiles,
luzury, pride, much leffe war.

CHAP,
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Cuapr. VIL

Abufes in Medicine cenfureds as the
long bills for oftemtation, that the
Phyfitian may not [ceme an Ewpe-
rick, and for the Apothecaries gain,
without refpect to the benefit and
purfe of the difeafed, when a few
choice Simples might do the cure.

TE daily fee how many weeds
VV (prungfrom Gold, have anddo
fill overrun the whole World; ithath
not onely overthrown Cities, deftroyed
Common- wealthes,but alfo hath corrup-
ted the Arts, and of Liberal madechem
almoft Servil. .
Let usalictle (pafling by the reft ) caft
our eyes upen Medicine, whofe fireames
the further they have run from the Foun-
tain, the more dirc and mire they have

drunk
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drunk up, and now. at laft they are full
of flanch and filthineffe. We before have
{aid that Nature is contented with a lit-
tle, which holds good as well in ficknefle
as in healths for the more fimple dietis,
the eafier it is digefted,becaufe it is hard
to turn many heterogencous things into
one fubftance ; fo likewife in difeafes,
the variety of Ingredients diftralts, if not
totally hinders Nature in her operation,
in regard fhe ftruggles not onely with the
infirmity but the very remedy 5 and how
can thofe things which are oppofite and
fight amongft themfelves, procureand
maintain peace ?

We confefle that a judicious compofi.
tion is neceflary, becaufe one fimple fpe-
cifick cannot confer to the cure of com-
plicated diftempers ; fo that more fimples
uriited may effe& that which one could
nox; ncither would we be thought fo
abfurd as to queftion {o good and requi-
{ite a Method.

That which we complain of is the great
multitude of Omnium gatherum put toge-
ther of Hearbs, Roots, Seeds, Flowers,
Fruits, Barkes, hot or .cold, in the firft,
fecond, and third, degrees fo thatyou
{hall have thirty, forty, or more Iggrz—

ients
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dientsin one Receipt, to (hew the Me«
mory and Art of a dull and blockifh
Phyfitian,and to help the knavith Apo-
thecary, who extolls his gain for lear-
nednefle, the quick utterance of hisdrugs
for experimental knowledge.

On the contrary, if any onemaking
confcience of what he undertakes fhall
prefcribe a few rare and approved
Simples ( as that famous Crato did , Phy-
fitian to three Cefars) he fhall be thoughe
an Ignoramus, if nota meer Empyrick ;
although he excell thofe Receiptmon=
gers by far in all parts or learning.

Take notice how the Apothecaries
{lighta (hort though effe&uval Bill, be-
caufe it brings in little profic ; buc if they
receive one a Cubit long, they blefle
themfelvess and thus the Paiient pays
for his ficknefle, when if he recovers,his
purfe will be fick.

Confider how injurious.thefe are to
each perfon and the CGommon-wealth 3
by deftroying thesone they diminifh che
other; for if they remain, yet are they
but;poor members thereof 5 the difeafe is
protralted by the contrariety of Medi-
cines, and Nature weakned : We account
icabfurd when a firaight way leads ﬁo

' tne
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thewood, for hafte to countermarch and
make windings which may confound
and not further: multitude. breeds in
moft things confofion, but efpecially in
Medicine,when the ¢flences of Simples are
not known.

Wemay fetch examples to confirme
this from a Coure, where if every oneat
the fame time may plead and declare his
opinion, thecafe would be made more
intricate, fo far would they be from de-
ciding the controver(y: Wherefore a
few wife Counfellers on each fide will
clearly ftate the Cafe, and bring itto a
fudden and fafe determination, The
fame difcord will appeare in Phyfick, if
each Simple in the fame difeafe thould
haveits operation, when a few {ele& ones
may quickly do thebufinefic.

It 15 therefore an expedient courfe
out of many things to chufe a few, out
of thofe that are good to pick thebeft,
which may aflift and firengthen Nature
in her conflit 5 if thefe obfervations
were taken notice of, a Phyfitian wonld
not be reputed able for his largerude
Billsybut for the Quality of his Ingre~
dients; the Apothecary would have more
cuftome,bgcaufe men would not beﬁigh;

ge



of the Rofecrucians, 49

ted with the charge, and dye to fave ex-
pences, but willingly fubmit to aneafy
and honeft cure.

Every thing is not to be efteemed ac-
cording to its bulk 5 we fee that brute
Beafts in body and quantity exceed a
man; but yet the lefle being Rational and
wife doth govern the other: a lictle
Gold is more worth then an heap of
ftones,.then a Mine of bafe mettals; fo
in Medicine, a{mall quantity may have
miore vertue in it then a great meafure of
many Simples.

fcis fufliciently kiown to wife men,
that the {ame hearbs do alter under fe-
veral Climates sand that whichis inno~
centin one may be poifon in another 3
wherefore it is not fafe to compound
India, Arabid, America; Germany, and
England together 5 for the Sun and
Planets have a differenc influxe upon this
or that Country, and accordingly alcer
the Planets; Nay we cannot be ignorant
that the fame feild abounds, as wich
wholefome fo with venemous hearbs;
we have examples of this truth in Mine-
rals ; for common falt alone is harme=
lefle, asalfo your vulgar Mercury ; bug
it thefe two be fublimed together they

£ becor
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become venemouns and ranke poifon ¢
but perhaps fome may think that this
proceeds from Mescury 5 which indeed is
falfe; forit may be brought by Arc to
run again,and then its innocency recurns 5
fo likewife the fpiric of Vitriol may be
taken without danger mixed with ano-
ther liquor, and the water of Salt-Peter
may be received into the body ; butif
thefe two be diftilled together, they
make a water that will eat any mettle
except Gold, and certain deachto any
one that fhall rakeic 5 bue if you adde
to the former Armoniacks, its ftrength is
increafed, and it will reduce Gold into
a watry and fluid (ubflance, yeties nature
is pure and perfelt.

It may be obje&ted that Treacle, Mi-
thridate, and Confc&lon of Hamech
with others were compounded of many
Simplesy which beipy afcer Jong fermen-
vaticn well digedled became moft fove=
rafgn remedies, and have been in ufeal-
moft 600, years, and have helped many
theniands of people.

We deny pot but chefe compofitions
are <xcellent, and have been in great
elteme in foregoing and latcer Ages; we
Siewife approve perhaps of fix hundred

fBore
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more, if they are grounded upon expe-
rience 3 for they who firft invented thefe
Medicines did not confider whether the
Qualities were hot or cold, but to their
Nawure and Effence, as they cicher refifted
poifon, or conduced to the Evacuation
of ill Humours in the body, as in Treacle
there is vipers flefh, and many others of
the fame vertue. Our difcourfe is againft
the vain extemporary oftentation in pre-
{cribing of Medicines compounded of
Plants hot, dry, cold, and moift, in this
and that degree.

We knew a Phyfitian who was wont to
boaft that he knew not any one particu-
Iar experiment, but all remedies were
alike to him refpettive, thefirft, fecond ,
and third Qualities ¢ and this furely
proceeded from his ignorance of whae
was to be known; but a wife and prudent
fpirit (earches more mnarrowly, and de-
fcends to particulars 3 For indeed it is
more eafiy by general rules to paflea
judgement of Simples,cthen by experience
to finde out the proper vertue of Specis
ficks 5 and the reafon is becaufe each
Simple hath a pecoliar property which
diftinguoifhech it from another, aud fome-

times contrary ;3 nay the Qualitiesdo
F2 not
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not onely differ in refpe& of others, but
the fame Simple may have effetts diffe-
ring in itfelfe, asic appears in Rubarb,
which in refpett of its firft Qualities,
hot and dry,itdoth encreafe Choler in
mans body, but in refpect of its effence
and fpecifick nature it purgethic. To
paffe by Opium and Vinegar with many
others,we fee how the fame thing in their
firft, fecond, andthird Qualities have
many times contrary operatioms; fo
Runnet makes thinne ‘thickned blood of
the hare, bucif ic be very fluid it thics
kens it; fo alfo Vitrioll according to its
nature doth penctrate and isaftringent,
yet it doth repel and difperfe Lead out-
wardly applyed to it: though Quick-
filver 1s moft weighty, yet by the fire it
i fublimed ard afcends; and thoughit
i® a thick grofle body, it may yet by Art
be made to peirce any body, and after-
wards be reduced to its own native pu-
I‘i’ty.’

Many more proofes might be brought;
for their is nothing in the World how
abje& and low foever bue it hath a flampe
upon ity as a fure féale of its proper ver=
tue, of which he that is ignorant
hath hitherto attained buc the huSk@;

an
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and fhell, the outfide of knowledge.
Left therefore this errour in judgement
fhould corrupt pratice, and mens lives
thereby fhould bein danger, we thoughe
it a good peice of fervice to defire thofe
who bend and employ their ftudies in
the Honorable faculty of Medicine, to
feek more after a few rare and certain
Specificks, then to follow generals which
fo commonly deceive. We ought not
to thew our {elves fo impious and undu-
tiful, asbeing in honour,having encreafe
of riches, to {corne our poor parents ;3 {o
Experience is the mother of Art; and
fhall we now contemn her as having no
need of her ¢ Experience hath been fli-
led the Miftrefle of Fooles, and Reafon
the Queen of Wife men ;but in a differene
refpeCt they ought not to be feparated 5
as many Experiments beget Reafon, fo
Reafon maintains and adornes Expe-

rience.

CHAP.
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Cuap, VIIL

That many Medicines becaufe of their
high titles, andthe fond opinion of
ween,who think that befl which cofts

woft, avein great efteem s though
others of leffe price, proper tothe
Country,are far above them in excel-
lency andworth,

Efides the abufes mentioned in the
foregoing Chapter, another iscrept
in; theformer were cheatsin refpe& of
Quantity and Quality ; here by this the
purfcis emptied 5 for they fall in with
mens humouars, who then think a thing
good when they have well bought it.
Hence Galen concealed bis Golden
Emplzifler tor the Squinancy, by which he
got an hundred Crownes, which indeed
was in it felfe of lictle worth; for there
are many things of excellent ufe which if
they
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they were divalged, would befoolifhly
defpifed, becaufe valgar handspollute
whatever comes into them 5 fome reafon
may be why after they are not {o fucce(=
ful, becaufe the Imagination and Fancy
works not fo ftrongly, and deiponds as
to the care from fuch {light meanes, and
fo hinders the operation; for although
another mans imagination hath litcle
force upon me, yet mine own much alters
the body and either hinders or furthers
aremedy in its working.

As this is cleare in many difeales, fo
efpecially.in Hypocondriack Melancho-
ly, called the fhame of Phyfitians, becaufe
rarely cured; whereinthe non~effelting
of the cure depends upon the prejudiced
imagination of the Patient, who defpairs
ofhelp; for cares, greife, and defpair,
do alter and change the blood, corrode
theheart, overwhelme the fpirits, that
they cannot performe their offices; if
therefore thefe can firftbc removed, there
isvery great hope of recovery,

Under this Cloak many cover their
knavery and covetoufneffe, who feek no=
thing but gain by their pra&ice; for
they call their Medicines by great names,
that the imagination of the Padent

E4 clofing
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clofing with forich and precious reme-
dies may promote the cure 5 and there-
fore they compound their Medicines of
rare Ingredients, as Gold, Silver, Pearls,
Pezoar, Ambergreafe, Musk, and many
more; and then they chriften them ac-
cording to theirbirth. They call them
the Balfome of Life,the Great Elixar, the
Reftorative of Life, Potable Gold, Butter
and Oyle of theSan: and who indecd
can reckon up their tricks by which they
draw in and delude fuch multitudes of
ignorant pcople £ yet their great names
are not altogether infignificant 5 for by
their Balfom of Life, they meane that
which maintains and keeps themfelves
alive.

But grant thefe coftly Medicines to be
good and ufeful; yet they muft confefle
that othersnot {o chargeable have grea-
ter vertues in them.

We may alfo queffion whether they
deale honeftly, and do not fell alitcle
falc for Gold, and ranke poifon for the
Balfem of life; we have known fomeat
deaths door by their Mercury : I fpeak
this that others may be cautious; ¢hink
whatwould come of it, when one mifta~
king adminifired Opium for Apium or

Parfly :
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Parfly : thus they try experience upon
mens bodies, and Kkill one tofaveano-
ther.

Befides, though thefe may be very
excellent Cordials or Antidotes, y e tae
they not appropriated to the difeafe, and
fo confequently little conducing to the
greife.

Confider then the abufe ; the Patient
pays a great price for that which isof
fmall advantage to him, and fcornes
thofe meanes which areatan eally rate ;
wherein al{o there is no danger, as being
by experience confirmed, and by all
hands received.

ftis not hard to prove that eack Coun-
try abounds with Simples fuitable to the
Difeafes of that Country, and thatwe
need not go JIndia, or ufe Exotick
Drugs.

This Queftion hath’ been handled by
many learned men ; at prefent we will
not {pend much time about it. Wedeny
not men the ufein Food and Phyfickof
India and Arabicke Spices ; neither do we
condemn other moft excellent gifts of
God, but here we finde fault with tha
price; letus therefore ufe them in thei,
placeand time: Perhaps fuch precioug

thing,
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ghings were intended for great perfons,
but yetr great care muft be ufedin the
preparation that they benot Sophiftica=
ted. Ifayrich men may affordto pay
for thefe Medicines, who delight to eat
and drink Gold,and hope as by that they
can purchafe all earchly things, {o they
may buy healch.

Neicher would webe thought ignorant
of the great vertnes and rare efficacy of
Gold 5 but we fpeak againft the abufe of
thofe Impoftors who inftead thereof do
cheat and robbe ¢ and we can aflure all,
that there is no worth in the boiling and
reboiling of Gold : They indeed give
their menftruous fluffes for diffolved
Gold, which being reduced to a {pirit
may corrode 5 and let all men beware of
it; imitating a careleffe Cook, who if
he hath loft the broth in which the meat
hath been boiled, fets new upon the
Table which hathno heart nor flrength -
inic: Sothey when they haveconfumed
and loft their Gold with Salts and other
wayes, they fell that which remaines 3
when the Bird is gone they {ell the Neft;
and this they call Potable Gold fpiritu-
alized becaufe invifible : it may be they
put Gold into their furnace; but that

they
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¢they by thofe means can produce fuch
Medicines we deny . There were many
Alexanders, many called by the name of
Fulinsy but yet but one Alexander the
Great, one Fulius Cefar, the others agree
onely in name.

Should any one enquire into the excel-
lency of our own Countries Simples, he
would hive work enough upon his
hands. We fhall leave this to another
time and place.

But befides the price,may we not juftly
fufpet the preparation, that they inflead
of true may fell falfe compofitions fail-
ing in their Art and Profeflion 2 for the
ballance of Humane frailty being at the
one end by Juftice, at the other by Profit,
the laft overweighs; becaufe honefty
may be an hinderanceto us, but profic
brings pleafure and delight along with
it, Sonow Merchants countit part of
their Trade to learne and skill the adul-
terating of their Commodities; when
the Thebans would admit nofuch per-
fonsto the Magifiracy, unleffe they had
left off their Trade at leaft ten years be-
fore, by which time they might forget
to cozen ; but 1 will not here cenfure
all of that Calling: the fame may be

faid
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faid of thofe who fell Medicines, whether
Phyfitians or Apothecaries, if they abufe
their profeflion.

Itremaines to fhew that Specificks of
Vegetables and things of little worth,
are more powerful againft any difeafe
then thofe which are of fo great price s
neither is the reafon fetch’d farre 5 for
they whofe Property ablolutly refifts the
ma'ady, they ( 1fay ) moft needs be more
eff-&ually then thofe who accidentally
fuit the difeafe, and by mcer chance
work a cure, In Mechanicke Arts  if a
man excellent in one fhould boaft of his
skill in another which he never faw, you
would finde him a bangler in it 5 buc
employ the fame in that Trade wherein
hehach been brought up, and he will
fhew himfelf to be a workman: So in
difeafes, when each Specifick doth its
own office, there is an happy iffue, but
applied to another proves of noeffet 3
neither canit be expefted from one man
( thought he had an hundred hands ) to
conquer an Army, which yet choice
Bands of experienced Souldiers may eafi-
1y overcome ; but we havebeen tedious
about this fubjett,

CHAP
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Cuar, IX,

That many are baters of Chymiftry,
and others (torne theufe of Vege-
tables and Galenical compofitians,
either of which way be ufeful in
proper Cafes.

SthePalats of men are not all ta-

ken with the fame tafte, bug what

is pleafing toone, is loathfome to ano-

ther 5 fo mens judgements do differ, and

what one approves the other affents not

anto; both which happen or are caufed

as by Sympachy or Antypathy, drawing

them on to embrace, and provoking

them to hatefuch a thing; fo alfo by
prejudice or reafon corrapted.

Some dare not tafle Cheefeall their
life s fome abflaine from it a few years;
fome drink onely water, refufing Wine
of Ale; and in thefe there is greatva-

rietys
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riety ; no leffe is the difference amongft
Mindes: Whence it is that two mee-
ting when neither hath feen or heard of
the other, at the firft fight, fhall defire and
feek each othersfriendfhip ; and on the
contrary, whence is it that one hates an-
other from whom he never received ine
jury ? as evidently appears by one com-
ing where two are gaming, he prefently
fhall finde hisaffettion to clofe wich the
one, and if his with might fucceed he
fhould winne ; and he would gladly have
the other lofe, though he neicher re-
cevid courtefie from the one, nor harme
or ill wordfrom the other.

Now as much as the underftanding
excells the tafte, and dull and fenfual fa-
culty 3 fo much a truly wife man furpaf-
feth one that onely outwardly feems ju-
dicious; oneby refle&ion confiders and
weighs the matter,che other not {o acute-
ly apprehending is tempted to rafhnefle.
Thus many learned men whofe Fancies
have notbeen in due fubje&tion to their
underftandings, have abufed themfelves,
and have heedlefly embraced this as
good, and caft off that as evil.

It may feem as ftrange in Medicine

that fome Doctors fhould onely pre-
fcribe
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fcribe Vegetables and Galenical Phyfick,
perfeCtly hating Chymiftry, and thac
others wholly inclined to novelty thould
réfufe all Medicines thac are not Chymi-
cally prepared.

Both parties (in mine opinion ) are
fwayed more by Fancy then Reafcn 5 for
I fuppofe it abfolutly neceffary to fludy
firft your ancient dogmatical Medicine
both as to the Speculative and the Pra«
¢tical part, and to corret the faules as
we have already pointed in the firf}, fe-
cond, and third Qualities 3 and the fame
courfeis to be taken in Chymiftry, fo
that they be without fufpition and de-
ceit : and firR we will 'begin with the
old,and then proceed to the new.

We have {ufficiently proved that there
are occule properties and fpecifick ver-
gues in Simples, as no learned Galenift
ever denyeds who have alfo confefled
thac thefe did not work from their Qua~
lities or degrees, but their natures to
mitigare Sympromes, take away the
caufe of the difeafe, and to Enthronize
bealeh in mans body.

Ef ¢his be true, why arenot Phyfitians
miore careful in gathering and rightly
underflanding the nature of Simples ?

Fernelins
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Fernelius in his Book De abditis veruni
caufis, faith that this Specifick vertue
which he calls the Forme,lies hid in every
part of a Simple, and is difufed through-
out all the Elements ; hence if by Chy-
miftry water is drawn off, ovle is ex-
trafted, and Salt made out of the athes
each of thefe,the Water, Oyle, and Salt,
hath the Specificall vertue of the Simples;
but I {uppofe onte not fo much as ano-
ther, yet all joyned together are perfe&
and compleat,

Thefe things being laid down and
¢confirmed, we muft confefle that the out-
ward tangible body of any Simplethat
may be beaten, cut, fifted, boiled, nming-
led with any other, to be the barke, the
carkafle, and habitation of the Specifick

uality which is the pith, thefoul, the
houfholder : And now what fhall we
fay of our common preparations in Apo-
thecaries fhops, which have good and
bad, nay moft corrupt in them ? would
not all laugh him to fcorne whobeing
commanded to call 2 Mafter out of his
houfe, will needs have the houfe along
too ? that cannot ufe the birds unlefle
theneft be an Ingredient, thatcannot

eat Oyfters unleflc he may alfo devoxtnlr
the
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the fliels 7 But the Apothecaries think
this lawful enough, becaufe they cando
no better 5 thefe occule Qualities indeed
are fo fubtile, thatr they make an eally
efcape, unlefle they be narrowly watch’d,
and witha great skill houfed or incor-
porated. Camphire lofeth its ftrength
unleffe it be cherifbed with flaxe-feed s
Rubarb is preferved by waxe and the
{pirits of Wines the Salt of goats blood
does cvaporate,if it benotclofe flopp'd
in glaffes.

What thall we then fay of thefe Speci-
fical Qualities feparated from their bo-
dies? will not they return to their firft
principles 2 for who can feperate the
Qualicie of burning from the fire ? the
qualitie of moiftning from the water?
but if this be impoflible in {imple bodies,
how much more difficule is it in com-
pound 2

1 could therefore with that Medicines
were uled which were lawful, poflible,
andreafonable, that laying afide often-
tation and pride, truth might flourith.

Perhaps we might allow of Syrups,
Juleps, Conferves, did not that great
quantity of Sugar clog the natural ope-
ration of the Simple: Perhaps we might

approve
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approve of EleGtuaries, Opiats, Anti-
dotes, unlefle the muliitede of fimples
confufedly puttogether did hinder, if
nottotally «xtinguifh the true vertue s
Perhaps Pills,and all bitter, fowre, {harp,
ftinking Medicines are good; but yet
they dsftroy appetite, caufe loathfome-
nefle, that a Patient had better endure
the difeafe chen the remedy 5  if biteer-
neflz, fowrnefle, fharpnefle, and anill
favour, are the Specifical Qualities, they
fhould berather checked thenlet loofe;
and indeed they are but handmaids o
their Miftriffe, but fubfervient to the
fpecifical Quality 5 and the true diffe-
rence is difcovered by Chymiftry; for it
{eparates the impure pares from the pure,
if rightly ufed :  yet miftake not, we fay
not that Chymical preparations areal-
together {piritual and without any body,
but are more peircing and {ubtile, more
defecated then groffe bodies made more
heavy by a great quanticy of Sugar, fo
thac they arenot free and at liberty to
a& and play their parts,

By this time you may fee the folly and
madneffe of thofe who hate Chymifiry,
which ought to be ufed, but with care
and judgement; for it is not the pare

of
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of a Phyfitian to burn, lance, cauterize,
and to take away the caufe of the difeafe,
by weakning the Patient, and indanger-
ing his life; but Symptomes muft be a-
bated, nature reftored and comforted by
fafe Cordials. One Archagatus was the
firft Chirurgian that came to Rome, and
was honourably received 5 but coming
to ufe lancing and burning, he was
thought rather an hangman ; and for the
like caufe atone time all the Phyfitians
were banithed Rome. One Charmis a
Phyfitian condemning the judgement of
his Predeceflors, fec up new inventions of
his own, and commanded his Patients in
froft and fnow to bath in cold water, as
Plinyreports; who faith alfo that he hath
feen old men {ct freezing them by his di-
rection.  Acefias about to cure the Gout,
looked more to the difeafe then paine,
which by negle& encreafed, whence the
Proverbe had its Original , Acefins miedi=
catus efty as Erafmus hathit, when the
condition growes worfe, Acefiss his
Cure.

It is cleare enough from what hath
been delivered that Nature is beft fatis-
fied when profitable and wholefome
things are applied. dfclepiades an inti-

Fa mate
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mate friend of Cu. Pompey i &t (hewed the
benefit of Wine to ticke perfonsyrecover-
img a man carried to hisgraves he tanght
to maincain healtb by a wederate ufe of
meat 2nd drink, an =xall care in excer-
cife, and much rubbing ; he invenred
delightful and pleafing potions, hecom-
manded bathing, and for cafe to his Pa-
tiencs invented banging beds, that fleep
might furprize then in fucha carelefle
pofture. The {ame Pliny {uith that Demo-
critus was a Phy/izian, who in the Cure
of Confidie Daughter to Conful Sereilins,
did forbeare har{h means,and by the Jong
and continual ufe of Goats milk reco-
vered her.

Agron asCualins reports, Lib. 13. cap.
22. wasa Phyfitian ay dibens, who ina
great Plague when many were infe&ted,
did onely caufe to be made greac fires
nigh to theplace; and thus did Hippo-
crates, for which he was much honoured.

Whence we may learne that mild and
gentle ufage in a difeale is morecflica-
cious to the taking away of the caufe,
and to healing theSymptomes,then harfh
and rugged dealing. The Mariner doth

ray for a full gale many times to force

him into his d fired Harbour ; neither
doth
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doth the Traveller goe in a direl line,
vetboth in the end aceaine their hopes.
We read that Febius by delay conquered
his enemys fo that itisa Mafterpeice of
prudence well and maturely to deliberate
and thento execure s yet the method of
curing remaines and the Axioms are
firme ; viz. lfchecaufe be taken away,
the effedt cealeth ; if the difeale is cured,
the Sympromes do vanith and weare
away.

Bat Chymiftry ftores and {upplies usg
with Medicines which are fafe, plcafant,
and focne performe thac for which they
were intended : and others have abun-
dantly fec forth this incheir writings,
and therefore it will not berequifite to
fland lenger upon it.

Now let ustace about and view thofe
who are meer Chymifts; thefe would
be called young Theopirafts, affelting
like their Mafter a Divine Title, which
he neither had by his Father nor Mother,
but aflumed it to himfelf as moft Magni-
ficent and glorious: but without all
doubt he wasa man of eminent and ad-
mirable knowledge in the Art of Phyficks
yet{urely it would be worthily judged
madnefle for his fake alone, to forfake

F3 the
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the Ancients and follow hisnew inven-
tions,

It may feem an abfurd thing for one
to undertake to reftore a very old man
to his former ftrength, becanfe death it
then approaching, and every man as
length muft fubmic co his Scepter.

Is not the World now ancient and
full of dayes, and is it not folly to think
of recovering and calling back its youth?
{urely their new Medicine cannot revive
the dying World, it may weaken itand
haften itsend ¢ yer flay [ pray you, do
not imagine that I do at prefent cenfure
theexcellent and plainly divine Prepa~
rations of Chymifiry; but rather the
perfons who profeile it, who make it
their bufineffe to deftroy, butendeavour
not to build, who trample on othersto
raife and exalt themfelves 3 as Theffalus
of old did, railing againft all men who
were not his followers : So Chryfippus
Mafter to Erafiffratus, to gain preheimi-
nence, d«fpifed and changed Hippocrates.
Thefe and {uch like men are wontto
promife much ,but perform little; for we
may certainly conclude, that although
fuch perfous may affe& greatnes,yet they
fhalnever actain it byfuch indire &t means.

I would
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I would many of the Paracelfians did not
too much conforme to their Mafters vices;
if many late writings were {canned, and
their abufes and tart language againft
others left out, I doubt their volumes
would very much fhrink 3 it were much
better that difeates the common enemies
were more looke after, then private
grudges amongft Phyficians themfelves
revenged ¢ Brute beafts do barke, (hew
their teeth, and {picvenom: s a mans
weapon is Reafon by which he thould
foile his adverfarics,

As touching Chymiftry, we highly
commend and admire thofe thingsinic
which are good, but yet {o asnot to de-
{pife Galenical Medicine, which in fome
cafesisas effetual : my opinion is that
each ought to be ufed inies proper place.
Men are not meer {pirits but corporeal
Subftances, and therefore need not Me
dicines exalted to their higheft degree of
perfeCtionyat leaftin cvery greife applied
to every perfon and to every partor
member, There are fome difeales which
being hot and dry arenot to be cured by
Chymical prefcriptions,; whofe Tugre-
dients or Preparations have the like
Qualities. In a Common wealch ther

¥4 is
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isa Merchant, there isan Huasbandman,
but one ought not to {upplant the other ;
{o a prudent Phyfitian will make ufe of
both ashe fees occafion 5 the one fora
Country man, the other for a delicate
Perfon; theoneinflight diftempers, the
other in dangerous cafes ; the one for
pleafantneflz, the other for efficacy asne-
ceflicy requires.

CH AP, X,

Comcerning the unfufferable vices of
many Phyfitians, from which the
Fraternity of R. C. 7 free.

'E have not without fufficient caufe

V'V faidfomething of the abufes of
Medicine, which the Brethren warily
fhunned by their firft Law, which was,
That they thould cure the ficke Gratis;
for the greedineflz of Phyfitians puts
them upon unjuft and illegall adtions.

Whence come thofe cerrible long Bills 2
thofe
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thofe thort dear Bills,but from coveteouf-
nefle 2 every one more firiving to inrich
.himfelfe then to help the difeafed 5 yet
we deny to none their honeft gains.
Juflice and Truth fhould {way themin
their praice: let them follow the me-
thod of Hippocrates and Galens yer Na-
ture indeed is more to be look’d after
then eicher of them, as afureguide into
its own mioft intricate fecrets :  but from
the fanles of remedies we will come to
the faults of Phyfitians themfelves, by
v hich fo many Patients do and have
mifcarried.

They are commonly thefe ; Self-con-
ceit, Pride, Malice, Hatred, Calumnia-
tion in word and writing ,Coveteoufnefs,
Jgnorance, joyned with a gratftock of
Confidence, or rather Impudence.

This Self-conceit becomes no mans if

- a man is puffed up like 2 bladder, he
may be fooner broken,and his glory will
vanifh; his greatnefs encreafeth hisdan-
ger; neither is Pride 1o be allowed of
it blaits all parts and endowments, and
if the man efcape the envy of others, yet
death or a {light Feaver makes him fall,
and he who even now was lifted up
through ambition, is brought down to

the
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theearth. It is not true learning thag
caufeth men to fwell, buran emptinefs;
they fuppofe themfclves tobeknowing
men, when ag indeed they underfland
not the depths of Nature. Socrates had
learned a leffon of ignorancesafter much
fludy he found out his infufficency; if
thefe vapourers would turn over a new
Yeaf, they would {ec theic former pre-
fumption.

Mark how Malice and Hatred profpers
when two are fet againft each other, they
endeavour by making themielves a com-
mon laughing ftock, utterly to undo
both,and eachat length is whip’d with
his own rod. There is this benefit in
having an envious adverfary, that he
tpends and wafts aways his malice feeds
upon him{elf 5 fo that it is becter for any
man to deferve the envy of another rather
then his pitty, the one fuppofing him
happy, the other miferable: This vice
as the Ivic by embracing trees doth
fpoile them s this vice I fay clingsto
great perfons,and {ecretly corrodes their
Honour and Fame 3 what noble exploits,
what vertuous decds have been performed
but they have been blown upon by fome
peftilential breath? This was the cau(%

0
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of furious Caines murthering his righte-
ous Brother dbel, and that Fupiter firuck
Afculapins with a thunderbolt s to avoid
this many bave forfaken their Coun-
tries and lived amongft firangers, as did
Iphicrates in Thracias Timothens in Leshos,
Chabrias in Agypt, Chaves in Sigeum,
who wereall Grecians 5 amonglt the Ro-
mansy, Pompey atrer {0 many magnificent
Triumphs, for his great and and famous
Vi&tories withdrew into the Country,
and came feldome in publick, that he
might efcape the envy and malice which
he feared, becaufe of kis innocency and
greatneffe.

What fhall we think of that monfter
Ariftotle, who (asitis reported ) was
{o fpightful to his Mafter Plato, thathe
caufed many of his works to be burnt
that he mighe fhine brighter? he was
fearful his honour f{houid be eclipfed by
his Mafiers greatnefs. 4:ax hated Vlyffes,
Zoilus Homer 5 Didimuys Alexandrinus was
enemy to M.Tull. Cicsro. Palemon the
Grammarian to M. Varro, Cefar toCato,
Advianus to Traman, M. Craffus to Pompey,
Alexander to Achilles at the fighe of his
Sepulcher, Fulius Cefar to Alemander,
and many others who were all poﬂ%ﬂeﬁ

wit
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with this evil {pirics but in Medicir:
{uch praltices are more dangerous., .~
caufe the body of man being of more
worth then Arts orother trifles, isenga-
ged,as being the fubjelt of Medicine.

This flame encreafeth and moft com-
monly breaketh out; envy turnsco Ca-
lumniacions hence is it that {0 many
vain Pamphlets are fent abroad full of
bicter expreflions, which become i ra-
tional prudent man s buc chis vice hath
been by many fet our, and we wiil {pend
no more paines upon it.

Coveteoufnefle is another vice which
hath infeted many Phyfitians, vho make
it their onely ftudy to heap up riches;and
thonugh their flrength of body is decay’d
through age, yet with a m»ft rigorous
defire do they endeavour after money 3
nay though they bave one foot inthe
grave, they will have another in a bag to
counterpoize them, Phyfirians indeed
above others are rempted to this vice; for
when they grow old they are moft fought
unto becaufe of their experience 5 and
by this means they are encouraged to fet
Silver above Juftice, and Gold above
Confcience, But if an Apothecary be

coveteous and greedy, more mifcheifes
do
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doenfue; all his compofitions will be
made up either of flale or falle Ingre-
dients, fothat both the Phyfitian and
Patient are cheated ; the one iscenfured
tor il fuccefle, the other is not onely not
cured, but may complain of che bad
Phyfick as of a new difeafe.

I fhall fpeak nothing concerningthe
abilities and qualifications of a wyed;
examined, and licenfed Phyfician ; but of
the unskilfulnefle of thofe who rafhly
undertake to praftice when they wane
knowledge and learning to gunideand
diret them; they fludy impudence; and
note, that an illiterate rude fellow in
maintaining his opinion fhall alwayes
appeare maft confident: their Geefe are.
Swans, their abfurd receipts are Oracles
and Myfteries, and they are enjoyned to
conceale what they know not; if any
one oppoleth them, they either flander
him or envy him perfeétly.

Thefe and the like vices have no place
amongft our Fraternity 5 they are not
Emulous or Arrogant, they are not
Spightful and Envious, but delightin
inftrutting one anotherin Myfleries s no
brawling or difgraccful {peechesareut-
tered amongft them, much lefle are they
coveteous: The



23 The Myfteries and Lares
The Book M. declares their skill as

well in other Arts as in Medicines if any
one pleafeto confult their other Books,
and weigh diligently their nature and
all circumflances, he fhall finde what we
have faid abundantly there confirmed,

Cuapr XI.

Whether any one of the Fraternity be-
ing calledto a Patient, is bound to
appeare? and whether they are
able to cure all Difeafess as well
thofe that are accounted ivenvable,

as thofe that are thonght curable ¢

He altions of men as well as their
perfons are {fubje®t to many mil~
carriagess as the one may die, {o the o=
ther may beforgoten; as the one may be
infirme, fo the other may be abufed;
whereforean A& was invented by which
all worthy deeds mighe f::tithfullyk be
ept
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keptand tranfmitted to pofterity. Per-
fons indeed whofe Offices are publick,
in performance of their duties of truft,
are neceflarily bound if occafion requires,
to alt publickly in their place: But ifin
the litcle World any diforder happens,
as adifeale fubverting health, the fick
perfon immediacdly goes not toa Magi-
ftrate, but a Phyfitian ; wherefore Medi=
cine properly refpelts not the publick,
but the private health of thisor that Pa-
tient; therefore it will follow thata
Phyfitian being not compell’d by the
Law, nor ingaged by fervice , fhall be
forced to vifit any Patient who fends for
him ; for a Phyfician doth not prefcribe
to all, but to a particular fick man, and
is a fervant to Nature, but not to the
difeafed whom he governs by his rules
till he hach reftored them to health.

We may enquire more ftriltly concer-
ning thefe Brethren, whether fince they
profefle onely Medicine as their firft Law
enioine, if wrote unto, or fpoken to for
the taking away of a difficult difeafe,
whether in any pardcular place they muft
appeare being engaged thereto,either by
promife,or charity?  We an{wer nega-
tively 5 for if other Phyficians are n;)t

o
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fo fireightned, much lefle are they, who
do their Cures without price, who expet
nota reward from men but from God,
to whom asalfo to the lawful Magiftracy
they are obedient.

Furthermore, whether all difeafesare
cured by them, even thofe whom others
judge paft help, as the Leproufy, the
Dropfy, the Peflilence, the Cancer, the
He&ick, the Gout, and many others ?
We aniwer, thac they ingeniouf{ly con-
fefle in their writings that they know
not the time of their own death, and
they acknowledge that all men muft pay
their debt to death, which cannot be hin.
dred or prevented by any Medicines,
if according to predefiination ic f{eifes
upon any man; and to endeavour againft
Providence were impious and vain.

But there are three degrees confider=
able in the forementioned maladies 3 The
beginning, the increafe, theftate: At
the firftall or moft of thefe difeafesare
cureable; when they prevaile fomewhat
over Nature remedies may be had 3 and
doubtlefle the Brethren have Medicines
which will effe the cure, Gods provi-
dence affiting them in their lawful en-

deavours ; {uch difeafes in their height
which
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which havea tendency to death arein-
curable; as for common ficknefles we
finde that either Galemical or Chymical
Preparations may remove them,

We will iow declare the reafons why
{fometimes the moit able Phy{itians are
foiled and difappointed. Firft we muft
know that difealcs are the cff-&s of fin,
and deferved punithment doth cfeen-
times {hut out fuvour, fo that tedious
ficknefles and death are means which
God ufeth to check finners, or chaflife
his people 5 in vain therefore will man
labour to fruftrate the Decres of the Al-
mighey in his will and plealure. The
fecond reafon nray be drawh from che
nature of Difeafes, which are either dead-
ly in themf{elves, or as they are confes
quences of others being produced by
them. The Plurifie or the Inflamacion
of the Pleura although it is dangercus,
yet if dire& means be applied in time, it
is helped and cured: Bur if the matter
inflamming is not evacuated by letting
blood, or by expeftrorations there will
follow 2 corrofion of the Pleura, and the
corruption flowes into the cavity of the
breaft, and thas another difeafe is gene-
rated called Empiema:  andnow ifNa-

G mre



82  The Myfleries and Lawes

ture ftands not much the Patients friend,
and doth not convey this matter inco the.
water courfes, as often is feen, or alfo by
Art fome Mufels are opened , and the
corruption within forty dayes carried
away, theLungswill be ulcerated, and
a Confumption will enfue altogether
incurable.

The Queftion is whether curesble
Difeafesare by them helped? Such in-
deed would end without any applica~
tion, and Nature needsno affiftance to
fuch enemies, {o that then Medicine were
ufeleffe 5 for who will trouble himfelfe
to {eek after means, when his greife will
thortly of it{elfe ceafe and go away ?
Though here be many difficulcies
couched, yet we (hall breifly ftate the
cafe: Let thofe who are unfatisfied in
large Treatifes (hew whether in the
World it was abfolutely neceflary that
all things thould be done which are done;
or whether they might have been other~
wife difpofed of. Cardawus and the
Stoicks doattribuce all events to fatal
neceflity, to which they do fubje& God
himfelf, as not beingable to refift 5 o
blafphemous are they,

Wehold thag God is a free Agent om-

nipotent,
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nipotent,he can do whatever he pleafeth;
he hath made Nature his handmaid, and
fhe having received a Commiffion doth
accordingly alt; fhe produceth all things
either for che good and happinefs of men,
or elfe to plague and pusith them, and
of this rank are Difeafes, and D.ach it
felfe cometh from fuch prevalent difea-
{es : But Godalone difpofith of good
or evil toevery one ;5 heindeed generally
Yets Nature keep its courfe, but feme-
times to fhew his freedom, he interrapes
that order, and by a particular provis
dence thwares the inwention of Nature
whether it tend to healih or fickneflcs
icis in his power to {horten a difeale
which rous may feem tedious, hecast
keep off Death when we give overche
ufe of means. Now if God forefees the
che evils which naturally hang over men,
and doth not prevent fuch evils but
therewith will punithmen, he isnotihe
Author of that evil forefeen and brought
upon any one by nature, although fome-
times he fends miraculous plagues upon
his enemies, Hence is thac {aying; O
Ifrael thy deftruttion is from thy felfe, Secanfe
thy wickeduefle bath drawn down judge-
ments upon thine bead. When foms of

G2 b
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the wife Heathens had taken notice of
this; they feigned Pleafure and Sorrow,
to be lincked together, as if the exceffe
thereof were to it felfe a fufficient punifh-
ment: They alfo faid that a Difeafe
was brother to Death, that by {weat
vertue was attained 5 and to this purpofe
is that place in Scripture; There is no
evil in the City that is not from God, where
is meant the evil of punithment, either
brought upon any perfon miraculoufly
and by the immediate hand of God, or
elfe nacurally falling upon him.

Hence we learn the birth and original
of Vice, itproceeds from the corrupted
Nature of fallen man 5 his will enjoyes
its liberty in refpe& of eacthly things,
but as to heavenly things itsnot free:
Itswith a man as with a weak infirm
perfon who cannoc lift his hands to his
head, but with eafe he can let them hang
downwards. So finful man nacurally
inclining to finfulne(s, without any
paines falls into wickednefs, he needs no
particular inflin& from God ;3 but the
ftrength which muft fupporc his infirmi-
ties, exalt him to Heaven, fo that he
may obey God, is not from man himfelf;
but from the free grace and mercy of his

heavenly
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heavenly Father, who hath mercy on
whom he will; but yet excludes none
from his favour- who forfaking earthly
things do accepe of the true means and
receive the benefit thereof, who pray and
endeavour to their utmoft ability to be
what they fhould be, committing them-
felves firft and chiefly to God, and then
to Nature, who faithfully obeys himin
all things,

Cuap. XII.

That the Brethren of the Fraternity do
#feonely lawful and natnral reme-
dies.

He holy Scripture makes mention of
aKing of 7uda who being fick of

the plague and death feemed to approach,
by divine providence was healed by ha-
ving Figs applied to thefore,and he lived
many years after; fo that we fee that
Gj3 God
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€yod can miraculoully dire® to means
which in themielvesare natuyral, as in-
deed chis was avery lawfulremedy, and
he resfon isnot unknown ¢ fo herewe
will examioe whether the means which
tae Brethren ufe be of themielves Jawful
and warraptable. A certain  Author
thinking ro infinunate himfelfe into the
fovour of the Brethren, {peaks of rare
blelings and Exorcifmes by whicha
man may promote the happine(s of his
Patients and curfe and endamage his Ad-
verfarics; but who will efteem chis law-
ful and good 7 Such things may caich
fome filly old women and by them be
zccounted frerers: they wounld be the
oreateft {linder imaginable to the learned
Fraternicy 5 for che Brethren ufe natural
means withc i any mixore of (uper-
fition, aswe may fee by the exampie of
Bim at Weta/ar 5 who with applicadon
of one Simple took away the raging
piin of an Ulcerated Cancer, whom Pha-
uiy applaudsfor hisrare Aics for by the
{ame hearb he alfo did the Cure, the
fame Brother carried a bag of roots and
hearbs alwayes abour with him; he
much commended the Bryony root, but
chofe the bitter one; he taughe alfo the

occult
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occult vertue and proper ufe of many
Simples, which are loft and forgotten,

We will not decide the controverfy
whether the Simples ought to be gathered
according to particular conflellations ;
many very learned men do favour this
opinion : As firft of all Barthol. Car-
richterns, who divided the moft appro-
ved and effeCtual Simples according to
four Triplicities of the Signes in the Zo-~
diack, andin each of them made three
degrees. I have known mauny who ad-
dicting chemfelves to this ftudy, have
thereby been able to cure very dangerous
ficknefles, efpecially old Ulcers and out-
ward gricfes.

That {o many lights fhould be placed
in the Heavens to no end and purpofe, it
were profane to imagine, becaufe God
created all things to a& according to
their nature 5 and f{urely the Stars were
made to yeild their influences, and there
isnot any doubt but that Vegetables,
Mineralls, and Animals, do receive their
occule Qualities from them; he there=
fore is an happy man who can fearch
out the effe® by the caufe, and by the
effeft is able to judge of the caufe. Plants
have relation as well to the heavens as

G 4 to
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to the earth,and he who knows this com-
munity 18 a great Artift s but the Brethren
employ all theirtime in thefe Myfterics,
as they confefle as well in their Fama
and confellion asin other writings.

We dare now affirm that their Aftrolos
oy 1s the tamewith that which is vulgar-
Iy profeffed, or their Botanick common 3
for theirs are founded upon certain and,
trite Axioms; {ubjeft to no change but
alwayes continuing the {ame worth and
vertue,

Qcher Aziomsare (o infirm, that they
oftentimes are proved falle and admit ot
correction. It is an Axiom that all
VWineis hot, which hitherro hath been
received as true ; but if from fome Coun-
try be brought Wines whofe nature is
cold, the fallity will appeare.  He who
never {faw a Bat or doth pot confider in-
telts will immediately day, that every
thing chat flies hath feathers 3 when there
are alfo flying fith which make ufe of
their fins, fo that there aremany excep-
tions belong to the general rule: Who
would not conclude this for a certain
truth that four-footed crcatures cannot
pafle thorow the Alre as wellasthey
pafle on the Farth bue by flying ¢ but

€Xpee



of the Rofecrucians., 99

experience confutes this 5 for the Indian
Cat by {preading {cme nicmbranes (not
wings) frem her hinder feet to her for-
mer,goes in the Aire whether the pleafeth:
But the Axioms laid down and tollowed
by the Brethren are fuch which faile not,
their principles alwayes ateain their end 3
{o thatthere isnothing dcficient in them
which may exclade or diminifh cheir
perfeCion 5 wherefore cores wroughe by
properties truly drawn from the Stars
and the Planets, mpft neeeflarily be true
& certain ;forche dfletts do furely refule
from their caufes not anticipated or mi=
ftaken. Hewho promileth wich fire, to
heat, to dry, to burn, isnotdeccived,
neither doth he deccive, becaufe he hath
that which can perform all thefe offices 2
{oif they nndertake a Cure, thereis no
doubt but that they can effe& ity becanfe
they know and can make ufe of the true
and proper means, which Mediums are
purely natural, the hidden treafure of
Nature,the cxtracrdinary gifes of God.
They apply themfeives onely to the
fludy of Natural Magick, which isa
Science containing thie deep Myfteries of
Natuve, neither is this divine knowledge
given to any by God, but to thofewho

are



90  The Myfteries and Lawes

are Religious, good and learned, Ori-
gentrallatu. §. fuper Matth s faith, that
the Magical Arc doth not contain any
thing fubfitting, but alchough ic fhould,
yet that maftnot be evil or {ubjet to
contempt and fcorne, The fame 23.
Homil, fuper Num. {peaking of Natural
Magick, doth diftinguifhic from the Di-
abolical ; many hold that Tyaueus ex-
ercifed the Nacural Magick onely, and
we donotdeny it,  Philo Hebreus lib. de
Legibuss {peaks thos 5 That true Magick
by which we come to the knowledge of
the fecret works of Nature, is fo far from
being contemptible, that the greateft
Menarchs and Kings have fludied it ; nay
amongft the Perfians none might Reign
unlefle they were skilfull in this great
Art.

Magick (as fome define it) isthe high-
«ft, moft ab(olate,and divineft knowledge
of Natural Philofophy advanced in its
wonderful works and operations, by
aright underftanding of the inward and
occulg vertue of things;{o that true agents
being applied to proper Patients,ftrange
and admirable eff:&s will thereby be
produced 5 whence Magitians are pro-
tound and diligent fearchers into Na-

gure
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ture 5 they becaufe of their skill know
how to anticipate an «fle& which toche
Vulgar {hall feem a miracle: As if any
one fhall make Rofes bud in December,
Trees to flourifhin Fanuary 3 thall caufe
a Vintage in May, produce Thunder and
Raine in the Aire 5 as fob, Baptifta porta
teacheth lib. 2, De Magia naturali 5 alfo
Roger Bacon did ihefame. Fulins Ca-
millus a man to whom we may give
credit, affirms that he faw a childe fore
med by an Alembick, which lived fome
hours: a very flrange thing, if true,
Calius de Budda writes, thathe brought
forch a Virgin our of his fide ; but we
leave thefe things a5 we found them; we
will not difpute the truth of chem.
We need not fland longer upon the praife
of Magick, it being of it felfe fo honour-
able; but yer this noble Science doth
oftentimes degenerate, and from Natural
becomesDiabolical, from true Philofo=
phy turns to Negromancy; which is
wholly tobe chargedupon its followers,
who abufing or not being capable of
that high and myflical knowledge, do
immediately hearken to the temptations
of Satan,and are mifled by himinto the
fudy of the black Art, Hence it is that
Magick
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Magick lies under difgrace, and they who
feck after it are vulgarly efteemed Sor-
cerers; whercfore the Brethren thought
it not fit to fiile themf{elves Magicians
but Philofophers they are not ignorant
Empiricks, but lecarned and cxperienced.
Phyfitians, whofe remedies arenot onely
lawful bur divine: and thus we have
at large difcourfed of their firft Law.

Cuar. XIII.

Of the fecond Law of the Fraternity
of the R. C. viz. That none of the
Brethren fhall be enjoyned one hae
bit,but may [uit themfelves to the
Cuftome and Mode of thofe Coun-
triesin which they are.

Any perhaps may blame my pro-
lixity upon the ficft Laws to whom

1 (hall anfwer, that weighty bufinefles
are not to be perfunforily run overs
tranfattions in the little World may
| onely
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onely deferve to be touched upon, but
the affairs of the great World cught to
have an anfwerablc confiderations fo
that I muft neceffarily crave pardon for
my brevity, becaufe I could not wrap up
the due commendations of fuch fubjeéts
in fo narrow a compafle.

This fecond Law gives birth tothe
firft; for withoutit the Brethren would
have no opportunisy of doing good,
who by its benefit are fecure and fear no
danger: foras a Bird although it fing-
ethnot, is known by the colourofits
feather; fo every one accuftoming him-
felf to one Habic is thereby diftinguithed,
We findein Hiftory that many by their
enemies have been difcovered by their
apparel, and the difguiie hath ofcentimes
procured liberty. Otho being overcome
and making his efcape by Sea was taken
by Pirates, who not knowing him be-
caufe he had changed his cloaths, " fuffe-
red him to ranfom himfelf,

On the contrary King Riehard com-
ing back from the Holy Land, affairs be~
ing there illy managed and to the dif-
pleafure of many, efpecially the Duke of
Auftry,pafling with his Navy by the Adri=
atick  Sea was difcryed and became a

prey
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prey to the faid Duke, who wasforced
to redeem himfelf, to pay a vaft fum of
money 3 and he wasknown and found
out by his garments.

If danger actends Kings and great per-
fons in fuch cafes, much worfe would be
the condition of private men if they
fhould have {0 fad a reftrainc upon them.
Men in meane apparel do not feare the
attempts of Robbers, neither do they
fufpe a poifoned glaflc 5 whereas Po-
tentates are a prey to the one, and very
often are taken away by che other.

Befides a poor habit is fufficient to
cover Learning, and a Cottage may be-
come Wifdomes habitation; nay mens
parts and abilities are cenfured by their
outlide, and that which is willingly
concealed muft not haveabeing ; tisa
Courtier who muft onely be accounted
a Schollar; but indeed the {oul is cloath’d
with the body, which to adde ornament
to it needs no help of Taylours or Pain-
ters, it is grac’d with true Philofophy,
and fecret Arts are its glory.

Margaretha a Queen of France is {aid
to havekiffed the beautiful foul of 4/2-
nus a Philofopher when he was afleep
thorow his body, the which a&ion being

muck
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much admired at 5 the an{wered that {he
then perceived not the deformity of his
body,being ravifhed with the amiablenefs
of his foul. Thus we fee that a gallant {pi-
rit may dwell in an unhand{ome houfe,
and thata poor habit may be worneby
the moft excellent and profound Philo-
fopher.

There are yet many reafons which
may perfwadeto a decent cloathing, for
by every vulgar eye the mindeis judged
of by the garment; but we in other
Books have largely treated of this {ubjett.
Very many have inflead of modeft and
comely apparrel run into excefle, as Pop=
pea Wife to Nero, and Cleopatra Queen
of Egypt to fet forth their beauty ; bus
this is not commendable, fince Seneca’s
ruleis to be obferved which requires a
due moderation.

Our Brethren change their Habie for
avertaous end, which as it is not gaudy,
foitisnot contemptible; they are al-
wayes civilly clad, andnot affeGedly,
they are efpecially careful of the infide,
that their hearts are reall and honefts
neither would they impofe on any by
their altions.

There are many waies by which men m;y‘
e
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be deluded, asby a Fallacy, Equivocas
tion or Amphiboly, but thefedoapper-
tain to Logick : The Brethren arevigis
lant as well in refpet of difgrace as da-
mage; it is a very difficulc matterto
cheate and deceive them.

Whereas cthers take the liberty to
cozzna cozenery and think it a piece of
juftice to repay in the fame coynes The
Brethren are not fo revengful, they count
it an happinefle to have an opportunity
of exprelling their patience 5 yet although
they are asinnocent as Doves,they endea-
vour to be aswife as Serpeants, for there
may be an harmelefle fubtilty.  Wemay
judge eafily that they affe& not vanity
by the ofien change of their apparel;
becaufe they would not be known, but
obfcure their names and relacions

if the intentions are {incere not there-
by to wrong any one but to do gocd,
we may allow rot onely of a difguife in
cloaths, bat a change of names ; the
fign doth not alier the thing fignified,
neither doth an Accident deftroy the
Subftance. Nwmes are notes by which
one man is known and diftinguifhed
from another, cloaths are coveringsas
the one hides our nakednefle, fo the

otheyr
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other keeps from obfcurity. The An-
cient Philofophersand Azyptian preifts
did wear a linnen whiterobe which di~
fingaifhed them from others, as Pythago-
ras and his followers, to exprefs both the
cieanlinefs of body, and unfpotted inno-
cency of foul. Nature hach {o befriended
{fome birds that they change both voice
and feathers in the Winter, and thereby
being noc known, are fafe from other
ravenous birds : In fome Counteries
Hares become white in the Winter, but
in Summer keep their wonted colours.
The Camelion by being like no every
thing fhee comes neer doth often efcape,
the Ants and many Iniefts have wings
and can {carcely be known whar they ficlt
were , fo happy is that change which
guides to fafety.

Shall reafon withfland the lawfull di-
Ctates of Nature ? where neceflicy com-
pellsy cuftome forces, fhall men tun upon
the one, and to their damage {light the
other? The Brethren being in all points
careful , will neither violate Natures
Commands, nor contemn civill rights,
though they alter their apparrell, their
mind is unchangeable.

H CHAP,
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Cuap. X1V,

The third Law enfoynes each Brother
to appeare on a particular dap, and
at a certain place every yeer , that
they may all meet together and con-
Jult about their aff airs.

EVery Society hath Lawes and rules
binding them to fome Duties, fo thag
the Governour or chief when be pleafeth
and thinks it neceffary may fummon all
to one place to confider what is moft fit
and convenient to be done on fome im-
mergent occaftons, for if a company be
feparated, their minds and Councells are
disjoyned, the onecannot be helpfull to
the other either in example or advice.
who knows not that moft intimate fami-
liarity, and the neereft friendfhip is bro-
ken off by abfence,and want of vifitation,
fo that they who were not long fince
higheft in our thoughts are utterly for-

gotten



of the Rofecyncians, 99

gotten, befides, wherein can a friend
profit, who is diftant from another, even
Brethren become as it were unnarurall
when thus feparated ¢ we confefs that
letters may {upply this defelt, yet writing
doth not {o much delight and enliven, ag
difcourfe, papers are mute, if any doubg
arife they cannot frame aready anfwer,
but where a man appeares, he can refolve

all Queflions, fatisfie all fcruples,
Wherefore the Brethren of the R. C.
thought it moft expedient , if not alcoge-
ther requifite to meet at leaft once in the
yeare in a certain prefixed place: This
Law as it is the third in order, foal{o in
Dignity, by which the true Pythagorian
aflembly is obliged to appearance;neicher
is their meeting vaineand to gaze upon
each other, for they do imitace the rule
of Pythagoras,who enjoined b's Schollers
every day to examine themf{elves, where
they had been, and what good memora-
ble a& they had perforiaed : {o the Bre-
thren of the K. C. at theirconvencion re-
late what rare cures they have done,what
progref(s they have made in the Ants and
Sciences, and obferve how ihicir pradlice
agrees with cheir principles ; and if any
new knewledge confirmed by often expe-
Ha2 riense
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rience comes to them, they Write it in
Books that it may fafely come to the
hands of their fucceffors: Thus tzre and
certain Jearning is encreafed till a¢ length
it fhall attaine to perfe&tion.

This Schoole is not like to driftotle for
there were frequent wrangling difputes,
one oppoling the other,and perhaps both
the Truth, however they haveno Queftis
ons free from debate,not contradifted by
fome of the fame (et : for example

Whatis the foul of man ? whether the
Firft A&, or fomething elfe, whether
drdaréyia or ivrandyis whether born,ge-
nerated, or infufed, given from heaven,
and many Thoufand fuch fobberies, and
at length they reft in Opinion.

They have therefore framed a Methode
to regulate difputes, and {upply termes,
whereby they more darken knowledge,
and willingly (hut their eyes: Let them
difcufs to wearinefs, the nature and ori-
ginal of Metalls, and whether there can
be a tranfmutation, and who will be bet-
ter informed and fatisfied # Thus idle
Difputation is a fport of Wit, ‘and onely
a recreation of Fancy, nofolid and real
Truth is to be found out by it.

A certain Philofoper hearing {fome dif~

pute
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pute What Vertueis, made an{wer that
as they could not come to an end of the
Queftion , fo neither to theufe thereof :
if any one profefles hemfelfe to have skill
in Phyficks, why then doth he notlet the
world fee what he can doe ? and laying
afide vain bablings perfe& the great work
of natural tin&ure, but by chance he will
utterly deny that there is any fuch thing
to be tound out, and hereby gets a cloak
for hisignorance, for he will cenfureall
which he knowes not.

But who will call him an horfman,
who yet did never ride ? who willcall
him a Smith, who never wrought in that
Arc 2 and why fhould we cfteeme him a
Philofopher, who hath never experienced
his philofophy , but hath onely uttered
fome foolilh and fantaftical words.

But fome may here objeét that one part
of Philofophy is contemplative, to which
Machematicks and Metaphyficks doe re=
late, the other confifts in A&ion,to which
Ethicks and Politicks doe guide. Plare
was difpleafed that Mathematicks were
brought to fenfible Subjefts, as Arithma-
tick to Numbers, Mufick to Sounds, Geo-
metry to Meafures, but we muft acknow=

ledge that he in this was envious to man.
kind,
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kind, and in his paflion prevailed over .
his reafon: For what profiteth it any
man by meer fpeculation to view the mif-
teries of God and Nature ? is it a more
commendable thing to thinke well, then
tobegood.? thefams bolds true in Phy-
{icks,for barely to contemplate of it is as
unufefully fo abiird and ridicidous, how
can you call ¢hata crue Caufe, of which
younever faw an ctfelt 2 There hath been
fome ancient Philofopbers who have feai=
ched after experimental knowledge, and
fiudied more Nature then Art, more the
thirg, then the fignification and Name, as
the Magitians amongft the Perfians, the
Bracmanes amidft che Indians, and the
Peieflsin Egypt ¢ and now the Brethren of
R.C.inGermiany. Thus wee (ee plainly
theymcet for a good end, for each Court
hath its appointed time in which juftice
may be duely exccuted, and no wrongs
further heightned @ The Brethren aflem-
bletto vindicate 2bufed Nature, tofettle
Truth in her power, and chiefly that they
may with one accord return thanks to
God for revealing fuch myfleries to them :
if any man is promoted to an high Office,
and negle&s or contemnes theCeremonies
and circumftances of admiffion,the Prin'cli
wi
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will immediately puc him out as one
{leighting his favours and fcorning of
Him : fo fince God hath been pleafed to
honour thefe Brethren with fuch rare en
dowments, and they (honld not appeare
to thew their gratitude, He mighe juftly
take from them His Talent, and make
them {ubje&s of His wrath.

This Law hath a Limitation if they
cannot appeare, they muft cither by o-
thers their Brethren, or by letters tell the
caufe of their abfence, for infirmity, fick~
nefs, or any other extraordinary cafinalty
may hinder their journey.

Wee cannot fet down the places where
they meet, neither the time, I have fome~
times obferved Olympick Houfes not far
from ariver and a known City which
wee think is called 8. Spiritus, I meane
Helican or Pernaflus in which Pegafus o=
pened a {pring of everflowing water,
wherein Diana walb’d her felfe, to whom
Venus was handmaid, and Saturne Gentle=
man-uther : This will fufficiently inftruct
an Intellgent reader, but more confound
theignorant,

CHAP,
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CHAP. XV.

Concerning the fourth Law,that cvery

Brosher fball chufe a fit perfon for bis
Succelfour after his deceafe, that the
Fraternity may be continued,

L! things in the world have ¢heir vi-

cflicudes & changes,what was today
is not to morrow, and this appears moft
of all in mankind, who are as {ure once
to die, as they at prefent do live, where-
fore God out ofhis heavenly Providence
granted Generatlon and propagation,
that though Individualls do perifh, yet
the Species may fiill be preferved.  And
this is that innate principle which isthe
Caufe of Maltiplication, fo that Plants,
Annimals, Minerals, and man the nobleft
Creature {hall totheend of the world be
encreaf’d. Many phiofophers have com-
plained of the fhortnefs of mans life,who
though he be more excellent then others,

yet
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yet he lives not their ages. The Eagle,
the raven, the Lion and what not, dures
~ longer then man, as though Nature was
aftepmother to him, and the others were
her true progeny.

Wherefore fince that the Brethren, be~
ing Mortals, muftcertainly once ceafe to
be, and undergoe the common Lot of
their Nature; their wife Lawmaker did
not rafhly make this Law, that each Bro-
ther fhould chofe to himfelfe a fit perfon
tobe hisSucceflour: in which choice they
donot look to the obligations of friends,
their nataral relation neicher to Sonnes
or Brethren,but purely to Qualifications,
as Learning, (ecrecy, Piecy and other
{uch like endowments.

Amongf the Egyptians the fonnes did
pot onely inheric their Fathers eftate, but
ufed the {ame tradeand imployment, the
Sonne of a potter, wae a potter, a Smiths
fonne wasa Smith ¢ But the Kings were
chofen out from amongft the Priefts, the
Priefts fram amidft che Philofophers, and
the Philofophers were alwaies Sonnes of
Philofophers, but many times there hap-
ned a great difference of parts between the
Son and Facher 3 outward Goods may be
conveyed to pofterity, and the Son m?)y

I
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be his Fathers heire,but che gifts of mind,
efpecially fuch as this Fraternity hath, is
rarely by Generation communicated to
theofspring :  He that fhall be enduced
cither by entreaty, or hired with money
to reveale ought to any one, but a truly
vergtious man, doth injare the firft Giver
of fuch a Talent, the Lawgiver and the
whole Fraternity, for perhaps enemies
thereby would be able to further their de<
fignes, God would be difhonoured, and
vertue banifhed.

The Philofophers would have myfleries
revealed to none but thofe,whd God him
{elf (hall enlighten, that their underflan-
dings being refined, they may apprehend
the deepeft fayings & profoundeft fecretss
Others fay, that we muft not truft him
with whom we have not eaten a Bufhell
of Salesthat is;him with whom they have
not had much converfe to the fure expe-
rience of his abilities and faith,for friend-
fhip ie not to be compared to Horfes that
bear price according as they areyoungs,
but to wine and Gold which are bettered
by Age: So the Brethren entertain no
man to be a member of the Fraternity,
but men of approved parts; and very ver~
fUous,

There
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There were certain rites and Ceremo-
nies done at Aibens in the honour of pro-
metheusy Vulcan, and Minerva after chis
manner : many were appointed to run in-
to the City with lighted torches, and he
whofe light was out, gave place to the o-
thers, fo that the vi¢tory was obtained by
him who could come fiift ac the goal with
his flaming torch ¢ The meaning was to
exprefs the propagation of fecrecs for the
putting out of the torch isthedeath ofa
Predeceflour, fothat another living with
his lighted torch fucceeds him, by which
meanes the rare myfleries of Chymiftry
come {afe to after generations,

Chymiftry indeed is a Science above all
Sciences, the Minerva that fprang from
Fupiters braine,an heavenly ray which
doth difplay it {elfe to the comforting of
things below : This is the birth of the
underflanding , whale propagation is as
neceflary asthat of thebody : we may
obferve the antipathy of fomebodies to
others, and we may {ee as great difference
in minds : mens difpofitions are tobe
fully known, leaft a {word be put into a
mad mans hand; for a good thing may
be evilly ufed, as wholfome wine put into
a flinking caske doth changeboth colour

and
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and tafte:  Armbomedes boafted that if he
could fix his foot in a {fure place, he could
by his skill move the whole world, and
what would not il] affe&ted perfons do if
they were matters of {uch fecrets? doubt-
lefs they would endeavonr the accom-
plithment of ali their wicked devices.

Some may aske why they have fuch an
Ele&tioni, and do not rather let their
knowledge be buried with them (or if not
fo unworthy) why do they not printsthat
every one may have,read, and underftand
their myflerics, or clfe why do they not
chufe more ¢o augment the Fraternity ¢
we {hall an{wer to each of them to fatisfie
thofe cthus do Quefiion.

Firft, why do they feleC afew perfons?
and will not have cheir fecrets perith? we
anfwer, there is good reafon for both.
Anguftys Cefar would not futferthe Eneads
of Virgillto be burnt although he had de-
Ugned ic fo by his will, leaft Komes glory
fhould {uffer thereby, and yet this Poet
as Homer amongft the Grecians had in-
ftead of Truth produced fitions : And
is there nota greater caufe why Brethren
of the R. C. thould endeavour the kccf}ing
In memory fuch fecrets & may this lear«
ning never be forgotten in which there

are
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are no Fables but true devine experi-
ments.

We may woefully lament the lofs of
fecrets which being writ bave unbappily
been burnt, not writ have been forgotten,
therefore for prevention of botly it is con-
venient that they fhould be entrufted in a
few hands, and by thofe careful be trass-
mitted to others. Before the flood, the
Arts were engraven on two pillars leaft
either fire or water fhould blot them out;
and afterward (‘as fome write ) the Caba-
Byftical Art was found out, and by word
of mouth communicated, and the Rabbins

~have at this day rather a thadow then the
fubfance of that Science.

The Heathens had their Colledges in
which were admitted none but {uch as
were of an unblameable converfation and
of choice parts;fo that every one who was
educated in a Scholaftick way was not
thoughta fit perfon to be of their Socie-
ties, but they would picke of the mofta~
ble and they were few, the which ruleis
obferved by the Fraternity of the R. C.
who admitted few and thofe upon good
defert.

In the next place we come to the rea-
fon why they do not print and make theiz

knowledge
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Knowledge publick 2 there are many
things in Policy, more in Divinity, not
a few in nature,which ought not tofee the
light,but are to be kept in private breafs,
leaft thereby fome have written of the fe-
crets of the Commonwealth, no one yet
durfl reveale the myfleries of God.  Alex-
ander the great being in Egypt learned of
Leon the prieft, that the Gods there and
thofe which were every where elfe wor-
fhipped as Fupiter , Dionyfius , Mars and
others were no Gods, and He by letter
informed his mother, but commanded
that the Lecter fhould forthwith be con-
{ecrated to Vulcan, leaft the multitude a-
doring thofe Gods fhould runinto con-
fufion : fo likewife in Nature if their
myfleries were knowne, what would be-
come of order?but indeed how can that be
called a fecret which is revealed to many;
though many may be judged fic per-
fons to receive the knowledge; yet few
have fuch command over themfelves as
to keepe them, who will tie his tongue
and deny himfelfe the liberty he mighe
otherwife enjoy ? very few will let their
words by long abiding there corrupt in
there mouths, an ancient Philofopher
being accufed of a ftinking breath, fati‘d:v

tnat
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that it was caufed by letting fecrets putri-
fieinic.

Why all who are defirous of the Fra-
ternity are not chofen, is not their faalt,
but the others lottery ¢ in courts they are
{ooneft promoted who are moft pleafing
to their Princes, and they who are known
preferr’d before the firangers, although

their parts be better deferving, but of this
Law enough.

CHAP. XVL

The fift Law : that the letters R. C.
fhall betheir feale, Charalters and

Cognizance.

THe Egyptians bad two {orts of leteers,,
the one holy called Hieroglyphicks,
onely known to the Priefts 5 the other
prophane commonly known : The Holy
were the images af Animal vegetables,or
mathematical Figures engraven in mar-
ble, which yet are to be {eene ar Rowe be-

ing
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ing yet brought whole thither in Augauftus
his raigne, for the impreflion being in-
ward, ic will endure long. Thie Proflune
were made by lines, as the Greeke and
Hebrew, the Priefts tifed both the one to
the Commonwealch, the other to the wife
and learned, Hieroglyphicks were fignes
and Chara&ers of deep knowledge which
none_might expound to others under
oath and the pleafure of the Gods.

Junior Philofophers have employed
all their paines and ftudy to finde out the
meaning of thefe Hieroglyphicks: the
Phenix ( properly belonging to Chy—
miftry ) was accounted a creature dedica=
ted to the Sun, and this Embleme agrees
to all the holy marks ¢ fo likewife the
&, C. have diverfe letters to difcover their
minds to their friends, and to conceale it
from others.

Their Chara&ers are R. C, which they
ufe thatthey may not be without Names
and every one according to his capacity
may put an Interpretation upen the let-
ters; as foone as their firft writing come
forth ; fhortly after they were called Rofie
Crucians, for R.may ftand for Rofes and
C. for Crofs, which appellation yet re-

maines; although the Brethren have de-
clared
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clared that thereby they Symbolically
mea ne the Name of cheir firlt Author, If
oneman could pierce into anothers breaft
and efpie his thoughts, wethould need
neither words vor writings 3 but this be-
ing denied us, and onely granted to An-
gels, we muftfpeake and write each to o-
ther. Thefe Letters do contain the whole
Fracernity,and {o darkly,that you cannot
by their Names know their families, by
their families know their perfons,by cheir
perfons learn their fecrets.

Each order hath its Formalities and
coat of Armes or Embleme, The Rbodi-
ans have the double crofs, they of Burgun«
dy the golden fleece ; others a Garter,in
honour of 2 woman who loft her garter in
adance, TheBrethren have the lecters
K. C.and as fome of the others are Hiero~
glyphicks and ferve to cover myfteries s
{o the Brethren have a particular intenti-
on in this. Iam no foothfayer, no pro-
phet, yet under favour I have {poken to
the purpofe in my other books: for R,
fignifies Pegafus, C. Inlium if you look not
to the letter but right interprecations;
have a Key to open fecrets, and attain the
wrue knowledge thereof, D. wwmml, sii, w.
fzq9hka % 5 underftand if thou canft, thou
needft make no further fearch : Is not chis

I a
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a claw of the Rofy Lion, a drop of Hippo-
crene? and yet I have not been foun«
faichful aspublifh their holy mnyfleries 5
for no man can picke any thing out of it,
unlefs he is very skilfull both in words
and things. Some out of proper names
will make Anagrams,fee what is included
in R. C, the P\Ofy crofs YAuiroRgoy
Ha, Ha, Ebey, inthe fame is contain’d a
laughter and a complaint, {weetnefs and
bitternefs, joy aud forrow, for to livea-
midft Rofes, and under a crofle are two
contrary thingse Man being about to be
borne partly by change of places, partly
by the navel ftring cut, is faid moft com-
monly to fhed teares, and rarely doe re-
joyce; fo there whole fife is but a conti-
nued forrow, and have more of the Crofs
then Rofe in it : Bat I rather take R. for
the fubflantial part C. for the Adje&ive
which holds not good in that interpreta~
tion of the Rofy-Croffe,
 The Cefars of Germany, Charles the
Great C. his Succeflors were wont toufe
hand feals, and to fet them to their {ub-
fcriptiens, itwas meet that the Brethren
fhould not be deficient in this, and there~
fore let Ingenious perfons judge of this
Anagram,
For
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For in this
R, C. are A~
crofticks di«
ligence will
finde ouc the
reft :  Bue
none I hope
will be {oe
toolifh as to
thinke any
vertue to lie
in thisjiFigure, asit fufpeted to be in the
word Abracadabra , for we mean nothing
lefs, but we have onely given in our vere
duit, and let others have the freedoine ag
to have their opinions : But we matter
not words ; but look more after things,
for things fhould be although they were
innane, but words are without things
vain and infignificant. :  Wheo a certain
King threatned the Luaconians for their
long letter, and defired a {peedy anfwer,
they fentback onethefeletters O T by
the one meaning that they wonld Not,by
the other thatthey valued not his threacs
one jot ;5 foe that multitude of words dre
oftentimes tono purpofe; and a few care

ryIng weight in them may be fufhicient.
Hence thefe Elements of the letters are
12 not
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not to befleighted, R. Babies madnefle
and the middle, L. Lunz the Moone doe
exprefs, for if the Sun be between them,
they make an heart, which is the firft
thing in man, and if itisfincere may be
an acceptable facrifice to God.

Cuapr. XVII.

Concerning the fixt and Laft Law,
which is, that the Fraternity of the
R. C. fballbe concealed an hundred

yeers.

W‘ Hen the common people take no-

tice of the fecret managing of
puclick affaires, they becaufe of their ig-
norance,fufpect it tobe a plot upon them,
and openly cenfure it, as not fitting to fee
the Sun ; for treacheries and wickedneffe
defires the night and darknefle to cover
and conceal them, and therefore aftions

arebad becaufe they are private.
Befides the rude multitude many gra-
yex
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ver heads have inconfiderately called
apparent things good, and the other
nought, faying, it they be vertuous, why
fhould they not be known that they may
be embraced by honeft men ?

as if all lawfull fecrets becaufe of their
lawfulnefle were to be made publicke:
would it not favour of folly if a Princes
treafure becaufe it was rightly gained
fhould sherefore beexpofed to all men ?
furely fuch an opinion would onely be-
come a thiefe and robber.

The Brethren are thought guilty of
concealing themf{elves, for they mighe
probably doe more good if they were
knowne, becaufe they thould be fought
after, and have opportunities put into
their hands, and why will they keep clofe
both their perfons and place 5 butlet us
confider thar they travel; and they,as all
wife men elfe,acknowledge no particular
Countrey, but the whole world to them
is as their own native foile, now in tra-
vel diverfe entertainments are tobe found,
much flactery, little fincerity , much falf-
hood and deceit, no trath, honeftly s
He whois knowne by his Family , name,
or office may be taken notice off to his

difadvantage.
I's The
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The Scripture calls men pilgrimes,who
have no true countrey and home but hea-
ven ; fo thatmen are flrangers and tra-
vellours in their own land is their inhe-
ritances, and why then may they not
{carcely be known to live when they fhall
not abide long? Their a&tions are fuch
as become thofe who hope to appeare
and fhine in Heaven theuhg they are ob-
fcure below.

How great is their madnefs who fpend
their times in drunkennefle and gluttony,
who are known by their vices ; or imitate
him who boafted that he never faw the
rifing or {etting Sun, and had no God bug
his Belly : whatever is rare and brought
from far Countreys that they defire to
eate, as though they whole world in {bort
time (hould be devoured by the filling
their gutts more then their braines; per«
haps, thefe may have Rational fouls, but
foc'o:d that they cannot foare aloft who
drick not, eat no: that they may live,but
live to drink and eat,

The Lacedemsnians placed drunkards
before a company of children, thatthey
fecing the abominable naughtineffe and
deformity, mighe thun and hate that vice
as Lycurgus commanded : but {uch beaftly

perfons
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perfons do very often draw in others who
keep them company, and their fight is too
too often dangerous and deftrutive,
Wherefore fuch vices fhould be covered
as filthy, thatothers may not be provo-
ked and flirred up to the like enormities ;
nay let fuch things not onely be conceal’d
but buried, and things more profitable
be ufed in their roome : But if all good
and honeft {ecrets were brought to light,
Idare fay, the Fraternity of the R. C,
would not be the laft as having no caufe
of fear upon them, but 1 doubt whether
yet we {hall fee thofe happy daies.
Thereare many thingsbad whichby
cuftome havebeen in good eficeme, and
the continuance of vice makes it be
thought at length Vertue ¢ The Brethren
would give no occafion of Sufpition, for
that which is notknown, cannotbe pra-
&ifed 5 without pratife no cuffome;
without cuftome no fuch miftake, al-
though their being altogether honeft need
not be {o cenfured or entertained.
Befides, perhaps the Firft Author by
the Law that the Fraternity fhould be
concealed an dundred years, would give
the world time to lay afide cheir vanicies,
folly and madnefle, and by that time
14 be
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be fitted to receive {uch knowledge.

And truly every man that hath eyes
may fee a great and happy change inthe
world , that many rare¢ inventions are
difcovered, many abufes in the Arts re&ti-
fied ; and that they fhall fhine to perfe&i=
on, and what then fhould hinder but that
the name of the Fraternity (hould be pub-
lithed in their Famae Confeffione and other
books ¢

Two hundred years are paft fince the
firlt Law was made, viz. 26 4. C. 1413.
in 4. C. 1613, about which time the
Fama came forth 2 although thereisno
cleare manifeftation of the difcovery, yet
‘it may fufficiently be gathered out of it
and afterwards the tombe of the firft Au-
thor being vpened, which was 4. C. 1604.
to which adde the years of the prophefie,
after 120 years I will be known, for x06.
ab A.C. 1378, doe make 1484. and af-
terwards 120 doe make 1604 : Some
having thisfrom cheir Predeceffours have
certainly affirmed this Truth,

CHAP.
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Cuar. XVIIIL

Concerning the advantage or difad-
vantage arifing 1o Learning from
the totall concealment, or difcovery
(as now is) of the Fraternity of the
R.C.

Cannot imagine that any man can juft-
ly accufe me for my prolixity on the
the Lawes of the R. C, perhaps fome may
fuck fpider like out of whol{ome flowers
deflrutive poifor; and that which to o-
thers is pleafant and {weet, to them dif~
affe€ted may feeme loath{ome and ugly ¢
they erring and being vaine themfelves,
{coffeand laugh at our Fraternity, {corn
their lawes; fay they,what benefic fhall we
receive from the difcovery of them 7 in-
deed wedoeheare that many under that
title doe abufe themfelves, and cheat o=
thers, for by fuch relations they vent their
fophifticated drugs, and confufe all me~
thode in medicine.
We
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Wedo not deny but that the beft thing
may be abufed, but that is no¢ to be char-
ged upon the thing it felfe; butupon the
perfon foimploying ofit : fonone can
truly fay that the Fraternity and Lawes
thereof are unlawful, whofe inflicution
and intention may be juftifyed 5 butyet
envious perfons who have devoted them~
felves to malice may carpe at them; and
endeavour the diffacisfaltion of mens
minds, wherefore in this Chapter we will
fhew the profic and difprofic arifing either
from them deteted or concealed.

Thereare fourkinds of Good, Necef-
fary,Honeft, Pleafant and Profitable, by
each of them men may bedrawn to the
affetacion or difrelith of any Subjeét ; the
two firft amongft thefe have the prehemi-
nency,the others are of lefs authority;but
yetvery often the latter prevaile above the
firft, and many had ather enjoy pleafure
and profit futable to their natures; then
the others as being fomewhat harfh,
wherefore we will treat of them, but not
as feparated from neceffary and honeft
Good.

To what purpofe {hould there be fuch
a Society, if the profit and benefic there-
of fhould be wholly concealed ¢ the Erhi-

opians
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opians and Fudians having never heard of
their Fama and Corfeflion arenot taken
with the Fraternity, bat if they fhould
believe that thereis fuch a fele&t company
of men, yet they would be heedlefs, be-
caufe they {hould receive no advantage by
them : we carenot for she richeft minds,if
we cannot enjoy them, and affaires tran-
{lateat a great diftance from us, are no-
thingto us, we donot take notice how the
Tudians fight, and they neglet our Arte,
~ If the Fraternity bad not made known
themfelves there might {fveme to have no
great damage thereby accrewed to lear~
ning, fince it is not more augmented ; for
heretofore cure of difeafes, and preferva-
tions of health were practifed and profef-
{ed, the Sciences have been fo reior-
med, efpecially the laft hundred years
paft, thatthey haveattained their utmotft
perfeftion : On the contrary if the Fra-
ternity had been concealed, many might
have great hopes and expectations of pro-
fit, for all kind of curiofity had been laid
afide, men would not have vexed them-
felves with fearching dilligendy after
them, where they thould with the greateft
difficulty hardly find, fo many defires
had not been unfatiefied, fo many pro-

mifes
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mifes fruftrated, fo many fighs and tears
vain: laflly, no occafion of confufion,
but, becanfe all thefe things are fo falfe
and abfurd we fhall not think them wor-
thy of an anfwer; we (ball therefore pro-
ceed to the profiz of the Fraternity as it is
detefted and made known. There isin
the world fuch an abundance of all
things by the diverfity of Species; multi-
tude of Individualls that it is almoft im-
potlible to difcerne cither their increafe
or decay,  Hence is it that perfons of
Quality being taken away by death are
not mift, becanfe others do fucceed them,
and the rifing Sun makes us take little
potice of the Ser,

Had the Fraternity not been difcove~
red, the world had lacked nothing 5 for
that which isunknown is not defired and
fought after,& the abfence of it is no lofs,
and we doubt not but thar thereare very
many{uch things in natureswho ever drea
med of anew world now called Americs
before it was found ou:? who thought of
ufefalne(s of writing ard printing «ill
they were invented? buc now it is fuffici-
ciently known what benefic the whole
world receives by them, although there
feemed before to be no want.

For
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For asno lineis {o long, nor any body fo
big, to which fomething cannot be ad~
ded ; {o the perfeition of the world was
not fo abfolute but that it was capable of
addition.

Thus the dete&ion of the Fraternity
did encreafe the worlds glory, and we
fhall fhew after what manner, viz, by re-
vealing fecrets and finding ouc others
much conducing to the profit of man=
kind.

The Poets report of Anteus that he figh~
ting with Hercules, and by him beaten of-
ten to the ground, did as often recover
himfelf by vertue received from the touch
of the earth (for he was thought to be
Sonne of the earth ) by which help hewas
alwaies viGorious,till he firove with Her=
cules,who finding out this myftery caught
him in his armes and holding him in the
aire cruthed him to death. By Hercules
is underftood a laborious and skilfull
Philofopher, by Auteus the fubje& to be
wrought upon in which are contrary
Qualifications : This matter is not eafily
known, becaufe iclieshid every where,
and at the {ame time lies open,underfland
the firft in refpet of mens intellells, the
other in refpe& of Senfe,and if it were

known
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known, yet the preparation is {o diflicult
little good can be expetted, The Philo-
fophical earth is his Parent whofe vertue
isnoteafily actained, Hence it is thac
this Anteus is fecretly firengthned from
his mother, and fo all endeavour of kil-
Ying Anteusis in vain and to no purpofe.
 Therefore Ofyris being about to travel
into Indiz did not unadvifedly confult
with Promesheus, joine Mercury asa Go-
vernour, and Hercules as Prefident of the
Provinces, by whofe dire@tion and his
own induftry he alwaies accomplithed his
end, he ufed Vulcans thop, the golden
houfe where Apis is fed and nourithed, for
thofe three forementioned have their {e«
verall offices in the Philofophical worke:
but fome may {ay what is this to the Fra=
ternity of the R.C. ? it properly apper-
taines to them, for they have overcome
Anteus , they have fuflicinely declared
their Hercalean firength, the wit of Mer-
cury, and the Providence of Prometheus 2
This, This is the knowledge in which the
Fraternity is skilled, fetched from the in-
nermoft depths of nature 5 which to neg-
le& or to fuffer to perith were folly and
madnefs: There is no Chymiff who un-
derftands not what we mean,

They
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They who take avoyage to the Eaft-
Jndies, cannot be withont {weet freth
water,and if they finde out a {pring, they
take a fpeciall notice of it, fet it down in
their writings, that others travelling that
way may enjoy the like benefit, much
greater reafon is there that in the Philo-
fophical voyage,having gotien a fountain
fending forth pleafant fireames, which
can eafily quench thirft and fatisfie, how
great reafon is there that this (hould be
highly efteemed and valued : 1 mean ere
the Philofophers living water and not
any dead, which when once attained, the
whole bufinefle will fucceed, for the
whole work is perfeCted by one artifice,
by one way, hy ane fire which is natural
(not neglefting: the other three, unnatu=
ral, againft nature and occafional) in one
veffell, at one time, with ene labour,
which muft be cautioully underftood.
2. TheBook M alwaies in the hand and
minde of the Fraternity, and tranfmitted
flill co pofterity, doth fufficiently lay o=
pen the knowledge of shis Nature, in
which Book is contained the perre&ion of
the Arts, beginning with the Heavens and
defcending to lower Sciences ; For the
mind of a wife man covets after the know-

ledge
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Tedge of all truths, to confute errours,and
to adorne it fclfe with glory and excel-
lency, but this is not obtained by idle
vain Speculation; buc by diligent pratife
which is the onely truewifdome ¢ 3. 1
have {poken enough before of their reme-
dies for the cure ot difeafes. 4o The Bre-
thren laftly have a fecret of incredible
vertue, by which they can give Piety,
juftice and truth the upperhand in any
perfon whom they affe®, and fupprels
the oppofite vices,but it is not my duty to
exprefs what thisis: I befeech the Great
God who governeth the whole world by
his-providence, fo to difpofe of all things
that fuch myfleries may never be loft, but
that the whole world may receive benefic
thereby 5 and that hereafter men may not
think it {ufficient fuperficially to look in-
to nature 5 but deeply prying into it may
have more knowledge of God the Center,
and praife him alwaies for his Goodnefs.

CHAP
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CHAP., XIX.
That many Fables bave paffed under
the name of the Fraternity, raifed
by the multitude who alwaies mif~
judge of that which they doe not
wnderfland.

t cannot be otherwife, the Fraternicy

being in refpet of it felfe well known,
in refpe of the perfons thereof concea-
led, but that many ftrange, horrible, and
incredible falfities fhould be caft upon
them: for if we hear,fee, or by any ather
fenfe have experienced any thing, yetin
difcourfe this will be altered, ifnotal-
together changed, becaufe he chat relaces
will either adde or diminifh; and the o-
ther not apprehending it aright, or per~
haps failing in memory , or for affetti-
on favouring or envying the bufinefs,will
unfaithfully report it : They who wang
thofe two faculties of memory and judg-
ment are not competent judges in matters
of fo great concernment; what can 2
blind witnefs affirme that hefaw? one
deaf that he heard? or one not capable
of underftanding that he apprehended? for
all thefe miftake one thing for another,

they blame the fubjek and pot them-
K {clves,
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{elves; they {upoofe all things as low as
their parts, and becaufe they want abili-
ties , they acknowledge no deficiency 3
whoever they are who ignorantly or ma-
licioufly doe caft out any words aiming
thereby to wrong the Fraterpity, doe
onely expofe themfelves 5 but letthefe
geele kept onely to fill the belly leave off
to hifle at our Swans: The water of
which we now {peak,is not that in which.
fithes doe fwimase ; neicher isthis a fic
ftudy for fuch doltes and blocks. Leave off
to difcover what you are by your idle
words : Learned and wile men are not
cenfured by them, and why fhould they
receive evill for good ? But fome may
aske,what Fables are thus vented againft
the Fraternity? we anfwer, that many
have detralted and traduced theirinno-~
cent Fama and harmle(s confellion, that
they have accounted them Hereticks, Ne-
cromancers, deceivers , difturbers of the
Commonwealth ;: O harth cimes, O evill
‘manners ! what is the world come to
when {lainders thall pafs for Truths, and
they who devote themtelves to God, holi~
nefs, and make the Scripeure their Rule,
fhall be called hereticks, when they who
flady the depths of Nature fhall be ac-
counted conjurers, when they who mak_c
1t
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it their bufinefs to doe good to others,
fhall be efteemed cheaters; laftly when
they whodoe to their utmoft power ads
vantage their Countrey, {hall beheld the
greateft enemies thereof ¢

I can think chefe abfurd railors to be
none others then thofe who are imployed
in thediflillation of fimple waters for A-
pothecaries; they hate nothing more
then learning, and coeunt themfelves fo
much happier by how mach more igno-
rant; and fome ("I confefs) alting from
a more noble and divine principle, have
enlarged minds, willing and defirous to
contain the Univerfe, who doe not onely
imploy their time in ftudy and meditati-
on, butr experiment what they learne;
a wifeman endeavours after the know-
ledge of all things; as a Prince hath intel-
ligence of all tranfa@ions, and 2s by the
one he is diflinguifhed from a fool, foby
the other from a peafant 5 But the Fra-
ternity doe imitate both, {0 that nothing
is wanting to hinder their perfeG&ion.

As for thatreproach they lie under
concerning their difturbing of the Com=
monwealth, it is altogether falfeand by
them coined; therefore lct it recurn upon
the firft broachers ofit, towhom it pro=
perly belongs as being sheir owne: they

K2 might
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might jufily complain of fuch indignities
offcred to them, but they accountit ver-
tuous to fuffer.

That there are fo many Herefies a-
broad in the world,is not to becharged
upon the holy Scripture;but che obftinacy
of men forcing the text to confirme their
will,is to be check’d 5 foitis no fault of
the Fraternity thac they are abufed , buc
theirs who are fowicked as to calumni-
ate them; for if to accufe any man were
{ufficient to prove him guilty, jufticeand
injuffice, truth and falthood, whiteand
black would not be diftinguifthed, which.
is altogether unreafonable.

Cuar, XX

That the Bretbren of the R. C. doe
neither dreame of | hope for, orin-
deavour any Reformation in the
world by Religion , the converfion
of the Jewes, or by the Policies of En-
thufiafts which [eemingly would be
eftablifed by Scripture, but that
they both ackpowledge and fhew
themfelves lovers of truth & juftice,

S that which in the day time moft
runs in mens thoughts, doth in the
night
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night difturbe and work upon their Fan-
cies; {o every manis careful to let no op-
portunity {lip of indeavouring to accom-~
plith his intention 5 they who fet their
minds upon riches, are very laborious
and painful to advance their eftates; they
who bend their thoughts to change Com-
monwealchs, to alter Religion, to inno-
vate the Arts, makeufe of very often
moft defpicable inflruments to doe their
bufinefs : from this fpring head hath
ifflued many murmuring ftreames; fuch
Caufes (‘I fay) have produced many tu-
mults and confufions in Common-
wealths, where men have been alted by
vain thoughts and foolifh dreames, as it
now doth evidently appeare both in the
Anabaptifts and Enthufiafts s are there not
many even in this our age, who being
ambitious to be ringleaders in new waies,
inftead of a Reformation, have difturbed
all order, and law ? they forfooth would
have Religion and Learning fnit with
their fantaftical opinions.
~ Asfoone as thefe had heard of this
Honourable Society, they aflured thems
felves that their defires would have an
happy iffue 5 for knowing that thefe Bre«
thren were able in learning and riches,
they doubted not but that they would
imploy
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imploy both thofe talents to caufe an
Univerfal Reformation in the worldsthey
therefore immediately promifed to thems
{elves one Empire, one Religion, unity
and concord ; but in all thefe chings they
were belyed and abufed;for they didnever
affert any fuch things; neither isthere
any ground of them in their writings ¢
Out of their Books fomething may be
gathered concerning the Reformation of
the Arts which was indeavoured by the
firk Author about 217. years agoe, abouit
A. C. 1400. and at that time they had
need of a Reformation 5 witnefs the la-
bour and fludy of eminent men who have
togood purpofe {pent their time to pro-
mote learning, as Rudolpbus Agricola, E-
rafinus Roterodamus, D. Lutherus, Philippus
Melanchtbonusy Theop. Paracelfusy Fobe Re=
giomontanus,Copernicus with many others?
and there isno doubt but the Arts may be
more encreafed, their luftre more poli=
{hed,many more fecrets difcovered. But
herein Religion is not at all concerned.
Let Eome therefore that Whore of Babyloir,
and her Idolatrous affe@ing an Ecclefta-
flical tyranny,whowith mennacies makes
not onely inferiors,but Kings their flaves
and vaflals, who belch out proud: words

againf the true Church of God, without
| any
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any attempt of the Fraternicy, for{aking
their toies and vanities, their blafphemy
& prophanefs,return into the right way 3
fo may a-reformmation be produced , and
piety and religion fhall flourifh.] fear yet
that thefe as they who are rich and po-
werful will not judge that true which
may any waics prejudice them , they 1
doubt will not embrace naked Truth, ho-
neft fimplicity : Buct tuch Reformations
belong more to God then man, who can
turn the hearts of men at his plealure,and
fo difpofeall affaires that a fevere checke
may be put to the growth of Popery.
However the Brethren (Tas all good men
ought) count it their duty to pray for
and expe& fuch a Reformation : thebu-
{finefs lies more in the inlightning ofthe
underftanding, then changing the will;
which is Gods own work; for he gives to
doe and will as he thinks fic: who can
(although hehad the power of miracles)
convert the obftinare Jewes, when the
fcripture more confounds them and bes
comes a ftumbling-block ? Obferve how
their own writings doe difagree; how one
thwarts another 3 and yei they confider
not that wherein is concord. As for your
Enthufiafts their Revelations of which
they o much boaft,are fometimes to Sgn,

ue
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but that cannot be from God 5 doe they
not dreame interprecations on fcripture,
and when either the Devill doth delude
them or they are diftra&ed, they count
their conditions happy : they acknow-
ledge no fuperiority ,though commanded
and allowed in the Scriprures :  But our
Brethren have alwaies had one amongft
them as chiefe and governour to whom
they are cbedient 5 they pitty fuch per=
fonns whom they finde cheated and often
poffefled; lattly,as it is impoffible to fe-
parate heat from fire, foitsasimpoflible
10 {feparate Vertue from this Society :
they beftow their time in duty to God, in
diligent of fearch of the {cripture, in cha-
rity,in healing gratis, in experimenting
the fecrets of Nature : they have the true
Aftronomy, the true Phyficks, Mathema-
ticks, Medicine and Chymiftry by which
they are able to produce rare and won-
derfal effc&s 5 they are very labourious,
frugall, temperate, fecret, true; laftly,
make it their bufine{s to be profitable and
beneficial to all men, of whom when we
have {poken the higheft Commendations,
we muft confefs our infufficiency to reach

their worth,

FINILS
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