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PREFACE

The translations and original writings of Thomas
Taylor have had a wider sphere of influence than is
generally realized. The Encyclopaedia Britannica
notes that among those obviously acquainted with
Taylor's translations were William Blake, Percy
Bysshe Shelley, William Butler Yeats, and Ralph
Waldo Emerson . Allibone mentions that, when
Emerson visited William Wordsworth in 1848, the
subject of Taylor came into the conversation.
Emerson's remark to Wordsworth has been pre­
served: "1 told him it was not creditable that no one
in all the country knew any thing of Thomas
Taylor the Platonist, whilst in every American li­
brary his translations are found." Both Taylor's
translations from Greek and Latin authors and his
own personal writings were issued in very small
editions and have been out of print for over a cen­
tury. In the last ten years however a number of
important reprints have appeared. Taylor's efforts
to restore the theology of Plato and the mystical
philosophy of the Neoplatonists find a responsive
chord in the hearts and minds of many persons



who have liberated their souls from bondage to
intellectual materialism.

We have already published photographic fac­
similes of several of Taylor's works. The present
volume of The Hymns of Orpheus is from the edi­
tion of 1792. It includes "A Dissertation on the Life
and Theology of Orpheus," 'The Initiations of Or­
pheus," and "An Essay on the Beautiful" by
Plotinus. It becomes immediately apparent that
Taylor had an extraordinary knowledge of the
Greek Mystery Institutions and their secret beliefs.

When we read Taylor's translations, we have the
feeling that the original authors are speaking to us
across the centuries. Such work could only have
been accomplished by a person philosophically at­
tuned to the overtones of Greek metaphysics. Re­
cent scholarship seems to be deficient in that
sympathetic understanding which bestows a living
quality to their labors. Those who do not believe in
the Greek theology cannot do justice to the sublime
teachings of the ancient Mysteries. They can give
us the body of the text, but its soul eludes them.

In the Fifth Book of his Siromateis, Clement of
Alexandria writes: "Wherefore, in accordance with
the method of concealment, the truly sacred Word,
truly divine and most necessary for us, deposited in
the shrine of truth, was by the Egyptians indicated
by what were called among them adyta, and by the
Hebrews by the veil. Only the consecrated-that
is, those devoted to God, circumcised in the desires



of the passions for the sake of love to that which is
alone divine-were allowed access to them. For
Plato also thought it not lawful for 'the impure to
touch the pure. If'

Thomas Taylor was fully aware that the choicest
secrets of the divine learning were entrusted not to
words but to emblems, symbols, allegories, myths,
and legends. Only the philosophic few whose
hearts and minds were illumined by the contempla­
tion of eternals could lift the veil that covered the
face of the Mother of the Gods . This is the prin­
cipal reason why the works of Thomas Taylor are
diligently sought after by those seeking a deeper
understanding of the great scientific and theologi­
cal institutions of the ancient world.

One section of this work carries the title "The
Init iations of Orpheus." In the edition of 1824 this
was renamed "The Mystical Hymns of Orpheus,"
being the invocations which were used in the
Eleusinian Mysteries. It is to be understood that
these ancient fragments assisted those participating
in the rites to experience within themselves the true
natures of the divinities-those invisible principles
which sustain the physical universe.

Taylor was both a Platonist and a Neoplatonist
and his translation of "An Essay on the Beautiful"
from the Greek of Plotinus is most appropriate to
the larger work. Plotinus considered veneration for
the beautiful to arise within the human soul, which
is the noblest part of the human being. There is a



physical beauty which is fleeting but a super­
physical beauty which transcends mortality. The
natural world is in substance beautiful because it
partakes of the World Soul. Of this beauty is the
perfection of mathematics, astronomy, and music.
A beauty in common links sacred architecture to
the symmetry of plants and flowers. There is beau­
ty of motion, of color, of sound; and all the labors
of mankind are according to, or contrary to, the
sublime archetype of the beautiful. There are also
even nobler forms of beauty such as virtue, integri­
ty, and genuine affection. There is love of man and
woman, and love of truth, and a perfect love for
the Divine Power which is our common parent.

It is the precariousness of our times and the be­
wilderments which we all share which are responsi­
ble in large measure for the revival of interest in the
writings of Thomas Taylor. Persons of various reli­
gious allegiances and scientific commitments are
rediscovering the need for a philosophy of life
which can renew their faith in heaven, earth, and
man.

The present edition of Taylor's Hymns of Or­
pheus is a photographic facsimile. There are certain
minor defects in the typesetting, but the text is easi­
ly readable. To further assist, the pages have been
slightly enlarged which we hope will prove helpful.

MANLY P. HALL
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PRE F ACE.

T H ER.E is doubtlefs a revolu­

.. tion in the literary, correfpond-,

eat to that of the natural world.

The face of things is continually
changing ; and the perfect, and per­
petual harmony of the univerfe, rub.
fifis by the mutability of its parts.

1:rJ, confequence of this fluctuation,
.qiffer~nt arts and fciences have flou­
rifhed at different periods of the,
world; but the complete circle of

A z human
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human knowledge has I believe, neve.
fubfifted at once, in any nation or age.
Where accurate and profound re­
fcarches, into the principles of things

have advanced to perfection , there,
by a natural confequence, men have
negleC1ed the difquifition of particu­
lars: and where Ienfible particulars

have been the general object of pur­
fuit, the lcience of univerfals has

languifhed, or funk into oblivion and

contempt.

Thus wifdom, the object of all
true philofophy, confidered as explor­

ing the caufes and principles of things,

fiourifhed in high perfection among

the Egyptians firft, and afterwards
in Greece. Polite literature was the

purfuit of the Romans; and experi­
mental enquiries, increafed without

end,
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end, and accumulated without order,
are the employment of modern phi­
Iofophy, Hence we may juftly con­
clude, that the age of true philofophy
is no more. In confequence of very
extended natural difcoveries, trade
and commerce have increafed ; while

abflract invefligations, have necefrarily
declined: fo that modern enquiries,

never rife above fenfe; and every

thing is defpifed, which does not in

fome reiped; or other, contribute to
the accumulation of wealth; the gra­
tification of childifh admiration; or

the refinements of corporeal delight.
The author of the following tranfla,
tion, therefore, cannot reafonably ex­
pea, that his labours will meet with
the approbation of the many: finee

thefe Hymns are too ancient, and

too



( vi )

too full of the Greek philofophy., to
pleafe the ignorant, and the fordid.
However, he hopes they will be ac­

ceptable to the few, who have drawn
wifdom from its fource ; and who
confider the [cience of univerfals, as
fidl: in the nature of things, though
Iafl in the progreffions of human un­
derftanding.

The tranfla.or has adopted rhyme,
not becaufe moft agreeable to gene­
ral tafte, but beeaufe he believes it
neeelfary to the poetry of the Englifu
language; which requires fomething
as a fubftltute, for the energetic ca­
dence, of the Greek and Latin Hex­
ameters. Could this be obtained by
any other means, he would imme­
diately relinquHh his partiality for

rhyme,



( vii )

rhyme, which is certainly when well
executed, far more difficult than blank

verfe, as the following Hymns muft
evince. in an eminent degree.

And. here it is neceffary to ob­
ferve, with refpect to tranllation, that
nothing is more generally miflaken
in its nature; or more faulty in its
execution. The author of the Letters

on Mythology, gives it as his opi­
nion, that it is impoffible to tranflate
all ancient author, fo as to do juflice
to his meaning. If he had confined
this fentiment, to the beauties of
the cornpofition, it would doubtlefs

have been jufl:; but to extend it,
to the meaning of an author, is to

make truth and opinion. partial and
incommunicable. Every perfon, in-

deed,
I
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deed, acquainted with the learned lan­

guages, muft be confcious how much
the beauty of an ancient author ge­
nerally fuffers by tranflation, though
undertaken by men, who have devot­
ed the greateft part of their lives to
the ftudy of words alone. This failure,
which has more than any thing con­
tributed to bring the ancients into con­
tempt with the unlearned, can only
be afcribed to the want of genius in
the tranflators r for the fentiment of
Pythagoras is peculiarly applicable to
fuch as thefe , that many carry the
Thydis, but few are infpired with
the fpirit of the God. But this ob­
fervation is remarkably verified, in
the tran£lators of the ancient philofo­
phy, whofe performances are for the
moft part without animation; and con-

fequently



( ix )

fequently retain nothing of the fire
and fpirit of the original. Perhaps,
there is but one exception to this re­
mark, and that is Mr. Sydenham:
whsfe fuccefs in fuch an arduous un­
dertaking can only be afcribed to. his
poiTeffing the philofophical genius,
and to his occafionally paraphrafing
paiTages, which would otherwife be
fenfelefs and inanimate.

Indeed, where languages differ fo
much as the ancient and modern,
the moil: perfect method, perhaps, of
transferring the philofophy from the

one language to the other, is by a
faithful and animated paraphrafe: faith­
ful, with regard to retaining the fenfe
of the author; and animated, with
refpect to preferving the fire of the ori-

ginal:
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ginal; calling it forth when latent, and
expanding it when condenfed, Such a

one, will every where endeavour to im­
prove the light, and fathom the depth
of his author; to elucidate what is
obfcure, and to amplify, what in
modern language would be unintelligi­
bly eoncife,

Thus mofl of the compound epi.
thets of which the following Hymns
chiefly confifl, though very beautiful
in the Greek language; yet when li­
terally tranllated into ours, lofe all
their propriety and fosce_ In their na­
tive tongue, as. in a prolific foi:I, they
diffufe their fweets. with full- blown.
elegance ; but Ihrink like the fenfitive
plant at the touch of the verbal critic,
or the clofe tranflator, He who would

preferve

I
j
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preferve their philofophical beauties.
and exhibit them to others in a differ­
ent language, mull expand their
elegance, by the fupervening and
enlivening rays of the philofophie
fire; and, by the powerful breath
of genius, fcatter abroad their latent
but copious fweets,

If fome fparks of this celellial fire
{hall appear to have animated the bo­
fom of the tranflator, he will con­
fider himfelf as well rewarded, for
his laborious undertaking. The an­
cient philofophy, has been for many
years, the only fiudy of his retired
leifure , in which he has found an inex­
hauflible treafure of intellectual wealth,
and a perpetual fountain of wifdom
and delight. Prefuming that fuch a

purfuit
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purfuit muf] greatly advantage the
prelent undertaking, and feeling the
moil: fovereign contempt for the for­
did drudgery of hired cornpofition,

he defires no other reward, if he has
fucceeded, than the praife of the libe­
ral; and no other defence if he has
failed, than the decifion of the candid,

and difcerning few.

A DIS.

g

I;
I
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I
I
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A

DISSERTATIO N

ON THE

Life and Theology of ORPHEUS.

SEC T. 1.

T H E great obfcurity and uncertainty
in which the hiftory of Orpheus is

involved, affords very little matter for
our information; and even renders that
little, inaccurate and precarious. Upon
furveying the annals of paft ages, it
feems that the greatell geniufes, have
been fubject to this hillorical darknefs;
as is evident in thofe great lights of an­
tiquity, Homer and Euclid, whole writ­
Ings indeed enrich mankind with per..

B petual
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perual Itores of knowledge and delight;
but whofe lives are for the moft part
concealed in impenetrable oblivion. But
this hiftorical uncertainty, is no where fo

apparent, as in the perfon of Orpheus;
whofe name is indeed acknowledged and
celebrated by all antiquity (except per­
haps Ariftotle alone); while fcarcely a

vel1ige of his life is to be found amongft

the immenfe ruins of time. For who has
ever been able to affirm any thing with

certainty, concerning his origin, his age,

his parents, his country, and condition?
This alone may be depended on, from ge­

neral aflent, that there formerly lived a per­
Ion named Orpheus, whofe father was CEa­

grus, who lived in Thrace, and who was the
fan of a king, who was the founder of
theology, among the Greeks; the infti­

tutor of their life and morals; the firft of

prophets, and the prince of poets; himfelf

the offspring of a Mufe; who taught the

Greeks
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Greeks their facred rites and myfleries, and

from whofe wifdom, as from a perpetual

and abundant fountain, the divine mufe
of Homer, and the philofophy of Pytha­
goras, and Plato, flowed; and, laftly, who

by the melody of his lyre, drew rocks,

woods, and wild beafts, ftcpt rivers in

their courfe, and even moved the inexor­

able king of hell; as every page, and all
the writings of antiquity fufficiently evince.

Since thus much then may be collected
from univerfal teftimony, let us purfue

the matter a little farther, by invefligat­

ing more accurately the hiflory of the

original Orpheus; with that of the great

men who have, at different periods, Ilou­

rifhcd under this venerable name.

The firft and genuine Orpheus, was

a poet of Thrace, and, according to the

opinion of many, the difciple of Linus;

who flourifhed, fays Suidas, at the time

when the kingdom of the Athenians W3S

13 2 dif-
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difiolved. Some affert that he was prior

to the Trojan wars, and that he lived

eleven, or according to others nine genera­
tions. But the Greek word y€VEd, or genera­

tion, according to Gyraldus (a), iignifies

the fpace of feven years; for unlefs this is

fuppofed, how is it poffible that the

penod of his life can have any foundation
in the nature of things? Plutarch indeed,

Heraclitus, Suidas, and fome grammarians,

affert that this word fignifies a fpace of

thirty years: but omitting the difcuffion of

this latter opinion, from its impoffibility,

we fhall embrace the former, agreeable to
which Orpheus lived fixty-three years;

a period, if we may believe the aflrolo­
gel's fatal to all, and efpeciall y to great
men, as was the cafe with Cicero and

Ariftotle.

Our poet, according to fabulous tradi­

tion, was torn in pieces by Ciconian

(aJ Syntag, Poet, p. 54.
women:
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women: on which account, Plutarch af­
firms the Thracians were accuflomed to
beat their wives, that they might revenge

the death of Orpheus. Hence, in the vifion
of Hems Pamphilius, in Plato, the foul

of Orpheus, being deftined to defcend into

another body, is reported to have chofen

rather that of a fwan than to be born
again of a woman; having conceived fuch
hatred againft the fex, on account of his

violent death. The caufe of his deflruc­
tion is variouOy related by authors. Some

report that it arofe from his being engaged
in puerile loves, after the death of Eury­

dice. Others, that he was deftroyed by

women intoxicated with wine, becaufe he

was the means of men relinquifhing their

connexion. Others affirm, according to
the tradition of Paufanias, that upon the

death of Eurydice, wandering to Aornus,

a place in Threfpotia, where it was cuf­

tomary to evocate the fouls of the dead,
B ~ havinc;) 0
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having recalled Eurydice to life, and not
being able to detain her, he deftroyed

himfelf , nightingales building their nefts,
and bringing forth their young upon his

tomb; whofe melody, according to re­
port, exceeded every other of this fpe­
cies. Others again afcribe his laceration,
to his having celebrated every divinity

except Bacchus, which is very improba­

ble, as among the following hymns there
are nine to that Deity, under different

appellations. Others report that he
was delivered by Venus herfelf, into

the hands of the Ciconian women, be­

caufe his mother Calliope, had not de­

termined juftly between Venus and Profer­
pine, concerning the young Adonis. Many

affirm that he was ftruck by lightning,

according to Paufanias; and Diogenes
confirms this by the following verfes COI11­

pofed as he afferrs, by the Mufes upon
his death:

Here,
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Here, by the Mufes plac'd, with golden lyre,

Great Orpheus refls , deilroy'd by heav'nly fire.

Again, the facred myfteries called Thref­

cian, derived their appellation, from our
Thracian bard, becaufe he firft introduced
facred rites and religion into Greece; and
hence the authors of initiation in thefe
myfteries, were called Orpheoteleflse. Be­
fides, according to Lucian, our Orpheus
brought aftrology, and the magical arts
into Greece; and with refpe6t to his

drawing trees and wild beafts by the
melody of his lyre, Palsephatus accounts
for it as follows (b). The mad Baccha­

nalian nymphs, fays he, having violently
taken away cattle and other neceffaries of
life, retired for fame days into the moun­
tains. When the citizens, baving ex­

petted their return for a long time, and
fearing the worft for their wives anddaugh­
ters, called Orpheus, and intreated him

(b) Opufc. Mythol, 1" 45'

B 4 to
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to invent fame method of drawing them
from the mountains. But he tuning his
lyre, agreeable to the orgies of Bacchus,
drew the mad nymphs from their retreats;

who defcended from the mountains bear­
ing at firfr ferulse and branches of every
kind of trees. But to the men who were

eye-wirneffes of thefe wonders, they ap­

peared at firft to bring down the very

woods; and from hence gave rife to the

fable.

But fa great was the reputation of
Orpheus, that he was deified by the
Greeks; and Philoftratus relates, that his

head gave oracles in Lefbos, which, when
Ieparared from his body by the Thracian

women, was, together with his lyre, car­

ried down the river Hebrus into the Sea.

In this manner fays Lucian (c), finging
as it were his funeral oration, to which

(,) In Oratione ad Indoclum,

the
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the chords of his lyre impelled by the

winds, gave a refponfive harmony, it

was brought to Lefbos and buried. But

his lyre was fufpended in the Temple of

Apollo , where it remained for a con­

fiderable fpace of time. Afterwards, when

Neanthus, the fon of Pittacus the tyrant,

found that the lyre drew trees and wild

beafts with its harmony, he earneftly

defired its poffeffion , and having cor­

rupted the prieft privately with money, he

took the Orphean lyre, and fixed another

fimilar to it, in the temple. But N ean­

thus confidering that he was not fafe in

the city in the day time, departed from

it by night; having concealed the lyre in

his bofom, on which he began to play.

But as he was a rude and unlearned youth,
he confounded the chords; yet pleafing

himfelf with the found, and fancying he

produced a divine harmony, he confider­

ed himfelf as the bleffed fucceffor of Or-

pheus.
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pheus. However, In the rnidtl of his

rraniports, the neighbouring dogs, roufcd

by the found, fell upon the unhappy harper

and tore him to pieces. The former part

of this fable is thus excellently explained

by Proclus in his commentaries (or ra­

ther fi'agrnents of commentaries) on Plato's

Republic; a work I would earneftly re­

commend to the liberal, for the great

light it affords to the recondite theology

of the Greeks. Orpheus, fays he, on

account of his perfect erudition, is report­

ed to have been deftroyed in various ways;

becaufe, in my opinion, men of that age,

participated partially of the Orphic har­

mony; for they could not receive a

univerfal and perfect fcience. But the

principal part of his melody was received

by the Lcfbians , and on this account,

perhaps, the head of Orpheus, when 1'1::­
perated from his body, is Iaid to have

been carried to Lefbos. Fables of this

kind,
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kind, therefore, are related of Orpheus,
no otherwife than of Bacchus, of whore
myfteries he was the prieft. Thus far
Produs, and thus much concerning the
firft, or Thracian Orpheus. The fecond
Orpheus was an Arcadian, or, according
to others, a Ciconian, from Bifalria of

Thrace; and is reported to be more an­
cient than Homer, and the Trojan war.
He compofed figments of fables called
(,uvGo'7l'oi',,,) and epigrams; and is, according

to Gyraldus, the author of the following
hymns; though I rather chufe to refer
them, with the Fathers Voflius and Ef­
chenbach, to Onomacritus, or the fourth

Orpheus, of Crotonia. The third Or­

pheus was of Odryfius, a city of Thrace,
near the river Hebrus , but Dionyfius, in

Suidas, denies his exiftence. The fourth

Orpheus was of Crotonia, who flourifhed

in the time of Pififtratus, about the fif­
tieth Olympiad; and is doubtlefs the fame

with
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Onomacritus the author of thefe hymns.

He writ Decennalia, o-,I£''''''»P''', and, in the

opinion of Gyraldus, the Argonautics,

which are now extant under the name of

Orpheus, with other writings called Or­

phical, but which, according to Cicero (d),
forne afcribe to Cecrops the Pytha­

gorean. The laft Orpheus, was Camari­

n.eus, a mofl excellent verfifier; and the

fame according to Gyraldus whofe de­

feent into hell is fo univerially known.

And thus much for the life of Orpheus.

SEC T. II.

LET us now proceed to his theology;

exchanging the obfcurity of conjecture

for the light of clear evidence; and the

intricate labyrinths of fable for the de­

lightful though folitary paths of truth.

(d) In I. Dc Nat. Deor,

And
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And here I mull: acquaint the reader, that

I ihall every where deduce my information

from the writings of the latter Platonifls ,

as the only Iources of genuine knowledge,

on this fublime and obfolcte enquiry (e).

The vulgar fyitems of mythology are

here entirely ufelefs , and he who Ihould at­

tempt to elucidate the theology, or hymns

of Orpheus, by any modern hyporhefis,

would be as ridiculoufly employed, as he

who ihould expect to find the origin of a

copious flrcam, by purfuing it to its lafl

and moil intricate involutions. Tn COIl­

formity with modern prejudices, the au­

thor of the Letters on Mythology, endea­

vours to prove, that the Orphic hymns

deify the various parts of nature, not con­

Iidered as animated by different intelli­

gences but as various modifications of

(0) In the latter part of this Difiertarion, we
l11a11 difcourfe on the agreement betwen the doc­
trine of Orpheus and the Platcnifh,

inert
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inert and lifelefs matter. This hypothefis

is no doubt readily embraced by the prefent

philofophers, a great part of whom deny

the exiftence of any thing incorporeal; and

the better fort, who acknowledge one fu­
preme immaterial Being, exclude the a­

gency of fubordinate intelligences in the

government of the world; though this

doctrine is perfectly philofophical, and at

the fame time confiftent with revelation.

The belief indeed of the man, who looks

no higher than fenfe, muft be neceifarily

terminated by appearances. Such a one

introduces a dreadful chafin in the uni­

verfe , and diffufes the deity through the

world like an extended fubftance , divid­

ed with every particle of matter, and

changed into the infinite varieties of fen­

fible forms. But with the ancient philofo­

pher, the deity is an immenfe and per­

petually exuberant fountain; whofe ftreams

originally filled and continually replenifh
the
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the world with life. Hence the univerfe

contains in its ample bofom all general

natures; divinities vifible and invifible;

the illuftrious race of dsernons ; the noble

army of exalted fouls , and men rendered
hnppy by wifdorn and virtue. According

to this theology, the power of univerfal

foul docs not alone diffufe itfelf to the

feu, and become bounded by its circum­

fluent waters, while the wide expanfe of

air and rether, is deflirutc of life and

foul; but the c elellial fpaces are fille.l

with fouls, fupplying life to the ftars, an.I

directing their revolutions in everlaftin.r,.-
order. So that the celefl ial orbs in imi-

tation of intellect, which Iecks after no­

thing external, are wifely agitated in per­

petual circuit r0\1I1d the central fun ..

'While fome things participate of being

..lone, others of life, and others are en­

clued wi rh fentient powers; fome pol­

Iefs the ftill higher faculty of rcafon , and

laflly orhers, arc all life and intelligence.

Bm
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But let us rife a little higher, and con­
template the arguments by which the
Platonifts, eftablifh the Orphic doctrine

of the exiftence and agency of fubordinate
intelligences. Thus then they reafon (f).
Of all beings it is neceffary that fome

Ihould move only, that others Ihould be
entirely moved; and that the beings fitu­
ated between thefe two, Ihould participate
of the extremes, and both move and be
moved. Among the firf] in dignity and

order are thofe natures which move only;
the fecond, thofe which move themfelves;
the third, thofe which move and are mov­
ed; and the fourth, thofe which are moved

only. Now the fecond clafs of thefe, or
the felf-motive natures, fince their perfec­
tion canlifts in tranfition and mutation of
life, muft depend upon a more ancient
caufe, which fubfifls perpetually the fame;

(j) Prod. lib. i. Theol. Plat.

and
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and whofe life IS not converfant with the

circulations of time, but is confliruted in

the ftable effence of eternity. But it is

neceffary that the third clafs, which both

move and are moved, fhould depend on

a felf-motive nature. For a felf-rnotive

being, is the caufe of motion to thofe

which are moved by another, in the fame

manner as that which is immovable, in­

ferts in all beings the power of moving.

And again, that which is moved only,

muft depend on thofe natures, which are

indeed moved by another, but which are

thernfelves endued with a motive-power.

For it is neceifary that the chain of beings

fhould be complete; every where con­

neC1:ed by proper mediums, and deduced

in an orderly and perpetual feries, from

the principle to the extremes. All bodies

therefore belong to thofe natures which

are moved only, and are naturally paflive ,

C fince
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fince they are deftitutc of all inherent en­

ergy, on account of their fluggifh nature,
which participates of divifion, magnitude,

and weight.
But of incorporeals fame are divifible

about bodies; while others are entirely

free from fuch an affection about the

Ioweft order of beings. Hence fuch things

as are divided about the dead weight of

bodies, whether they are material qualities

or forms, belong to the orders of na­

ture's moving, and at the fame time mov­

ed. For fuch as thefe becaufe incorporeal,
participate of a motive faculty; but be­

caufe they are alfo divided about bodies,
they are on this account exempt from in­

corporeal perfection , are filled with mao

terial inactivity, and require the energy of

a felf-morive nature. Where then Ihall

we find this [elf-motive effence ] For fuch

things as are extended with magnitude, op-

:' preffed
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preffed by material weight, and infeparably

refide in bodies, muft neceffarily either

move only, or be moved by others. But

it is requifire, as we have before obferved,

that prior to this order, the felf-motive

effence fhould fubfift. And hence we con­
clude that there is another certain nature

exempt from the paffivity and imperfection

of bodies, exifting not only in the heavens,

but in the ever-changing elements, from

which the motion of bodies is prim­

rily derived. And this nature is no

other than foul, from which animals de­

rive their life and motive power; and

which even affords an image of {elf-motion

to the unftable order of bodies.
If then the {elf-motive effence is more

ancient than that which is moved by an­

other, but foul is primarily felf-rnotive,
hence foul mull: be more ancient than

body; and all corporeal motion mufr be
C 2 the
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the progeny of foul, and of her inherent

energy. It is neceffary, therefore, that the

heavens, wi th all their boundlefs contents,

and their various natural motions (for a

circular motion, is natural to fuch bodies),

fhould be endued with governing fouls,

effentially more ancient than their revolv­
ing bodies. According to the Platonic

philofophers, therefore, thefe fouls which

orderly diltinguiih the univerfe and its

contained parts, from their inherent caufe

of motion, give life and motion to every

inanimate body. But it is neceffary that

every motive offence, fhould either move

,,11 things rationally, or irrationally; that

is, either according to the uniform and un­

erring laws of reafon, or according to the

brutal impulfe of an irrational nature. But

the conftant order obferved in the periods

of the ccleftial bodies, the convenience

of their petitions, and the admirable laws

by
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by which their revolutions are directed,

plainly evince that their motions are go­

verned by a rational nature. If therefore,

an intellectual and rational foul governs

the univerfe, and if every thing eternally

moved is under the direCting influence of

fuch a foul; may we not enquire whether
it poffeffes this intellectual, perfect, and

beneficent power, by participation, or ef­

fentially r for if effentially, it is neceffary

that every foul Ihould be intellectual, fince

every foul is naturally felf-rnotive. But if
by participation, there muft be another

nature more ancient than foul, which
operates entirely from energy; and whore

effence is intelligence, on account of that

uniform conception of univerfals, which it

effentially contains. Becaufe it is alfo

neceffary that the foul, effentially rational,

fhould receive intellect by participation,

and that intellectual energy fhould be of

C 3 two
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two kinds; one primarily fubfifling in the
divine intellect , but the other fubfifting
fecondarily in its offspring foul. You

may add too, the prefence of intellectual

illumination in body, which is received

in as great perfection as its unflable and
obfcure nature will admit. For how is it
pofiible that the celeftial orbs fhould be

for ever circularly moved in one definite
order, preferving the fame form, and the
fame immutable power, unlefs they par.
ticipared of an intellectual nature. For
foul is indeed the conflant fupplier of mo­
tion; but the caufe of perpetual fiation,
of indentity and uniform life, reducing

unftable motion to a circular revolution,
and to a condition eternally the fame,
mull be more ancient than foul.

Body, indeed, and whatever is the objeCl:

of fenfe, belongs to the order of things
moved by another. But foul is felf-motive,

embrac-



embracing in itfdf, in a connected manner,

all corporeal motions. And prior to this

is immovable intellect. And here it is re­

quifite to obferve, that this immaterial

nature mufl not be conceived as fimilar to

any thing inert, dellitute of life, and en­
clued with no fpirit, but as the principal

caufe of all motion, and the fountain of all

life; as well of that whofe ftreams per­

petually return into itfelf, as of that which

fubfifts in others, and has, on this account

only, a fecondary and imperfect exiflence.

All things, therefore, depend upon unity,

through the medium of intellect and foul.

And intellect is of an uniform efience , but

foul of a mental form V,,,en\, and the body

of the world vivific, or vital SWf<U'\. The

firfl caufe of all is indeed prior to intellect,

but intellect is the firft recipient of a divine

nature; and foul is divine, fo far as it re~

qUires an iatellecrua! medium. But the

C 4 body
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body which participates a foul of this kind is

divine, in as great a degree as the nature
of body will admit. For the illuftration

of intellectual light, pervades from the

principle of things, to the extremes; and

is not totally obfcured, even when it enters

the involutions of matter, and is pro­

foundl y merged in its dark and flowing

receptacle.

Hence we may with reafon conclude,

that not only the univerfe, but each of its

eternal parts is animated, and endued with

intellect, and is in its capacity fimilar to

the univerfe. For each of thefe parts, is
a univerfe if compared with the multitude

it contains, and to which it is allied. There

is, therefore, according to the Orphic and

Platonic theology, one foul of the uni­

verfe; and after this others, which from

participating this general foul, difpofe the

entire parts of the univerfe into order;
and
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and one intellect which IS participated by
fouls, and one fupreme God, who compre­

hends the world in his infinite nature, and
a multitude of other divinities, who dif­

tribute intellectual effences, together with

their dependent fouls, and all the parts of

the world, and who are the perpetual

fources of its order, union, and confent.

For it is not reafonable to fuppofe that
every production of nature, Ihould have

the power of generating its Iimilar, but
that the univerfe and primary effences

Ihould not more abundantly poffefs an

ability of fuch like procreation; fince

fterility can only belong to the moft abjeCt,

and not to the moft excellent natures,

In confequence of this reafoning, Or­

pheus filled all things with Gods, fubor­
dinate to the demiurgus of the whole
£;."1""1°/(;, everyone of which performs the

office deftined to his divinity, by his fupe-
riour
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rieur leader. Hence according to his
theology there are two worlds, the intel­

ligible and the fenfible. Hence too his

three demiurgic principles; Jovial, Dio­

nyfiacal, and Aclonical, A/,&>, t;.,wu",,,,,,;,,
Ao",v"""ij, from whence many orders and

differences of Gods proceed, intelligi,

ble (e), intellectual, fuper-rnundane, mun­

dane, celeftial, authors of generation.

And among thefe ferne in the order of

guardian, derniurgic, elevating and com­

prehending Gods; perfecters of works,

vivific, immutable, abfolute, judicial,

purgative, &c. and befides thefe to each

particular divinity, he added a particular

multitude of angels, dremons, and heroes;

for according to Produs, relating the

()
. "of' .,e efO' N011TO~, Noego., '1(Eg"OO·'fI.IO~, Ei'M.M'p..~o~

Oug&.VUIJ, r£llEu;agyoi. Et inter hoa, aliee 'T&~EJ) <[JgHt;", •

.,.,x.w, 9£(;)11, A11P.~8f"YUl.WIl, •A vU'yw'Y{~V, LuO'e:J,xwv, 't'e71!O'H;/gywvo

"/..woyf,rll-'v, '1',7gs'JT1wv, 'fl.woAv1wi'1 K,.n"w~, J<,(teag1u(.w" &c.
Efchenb, Epig. p. 58.

Qpll1lOn
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opinion of Orpheus, and the theologifts:

(f) " About every God there is a kindred
multitude of angels, heroes, and dsemons,

For every God prefides over the form of

that multitude which receives the divinity."
He likewife confidered a difference of fex
in thcfe deities, calling fame male, and

others female; the reafon of which diftinc­

tion (g) Pi oclus, with his ufual elegance

and fubtilty, thus explains.

" The divifion of male and female com­

prehends in itfelf, all the plenitudes of

divine orders. Since the caufe of [table

power and identity, and the leader x6W>"'"

of being, and that which invefts all things

with the firft principle of converfion, is
comprehended in the mafculine order.

But that which generates from itfdf, all

various progreffions and partitions, mea-

I
I

I
i

!
l

I

I

(f) In Tirnseum, p. 67' (g) In Tim. p. 290'

fures
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fures of life and prolific powers, IS con­

rained in the female divifion, And on

this account Tim.eus alfo, converting him­
[elf to all the Gods, by this divifion of

generated natures, embraces their univer­

fal orders. But a divifion of this kind,

is particularly accommodated and proper

to the prefent Theory, becaufe the univerfe

is full of this two-fold kind of Gods. For

that we may begin with the extremes, hea­

ven correfponds with earth, in the order

and proportion of male to female. Since the

motion of the heavens imparts particular

properties and powers, to particular things.

But on the other hand earth receiving the

celeftial defiuxions, becomes pregnant,

and produces plants and animals of every

kind. And of the Gods exifting in the

heavens, fome are diftinguifhed by the
male divifion, and others by the female:

and the authors of generation, fince they

are
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are themfelves deftitute of birth, are fome

of this order and others of that, for the
demiurgic choir is abundant in the uni­

verfe. There are alfo many canals as it

as it were of life, fome of which exhibit the

male and others the female form. But
why 1110uld I infift on this particular? fince

from the abfolute unities, whether endued

with a mafculine, or a feminine form, va­

rious orders of beings flow into the uni­

verfe." Thus far Proclus,

But that Orpheus was a monarchift, as

well as a polytheift, is not only evident

from the ·preeeding arguments, originally

derived from his Theology, but from the

following verfcs quoted by Prcclus (h).

Hence with the univerfe great Jove contains

The <ether bright, and heav'ns exalted plains;

Th' extended refilefs fea, and earth renown'd

Ocean imrnenfe, and Tartarus profound;

(h) In Tim. p. 95.
Fountains

I
I
I

I
I
I
I
I
I

I
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Fountains and rivers, and the boundlefs main,

With all that nature's ample realms contain,
And Gods and Goddcifes of each degree;
All that is pafl, and all that e'er {hal! be,
Occultly, and in fair connection (il, lies

In Jove's wide womb, the ruler of the Ikies,

And in the fame place, Proclus has pre­

ferved to us another copy of Orphic

verfes, which are alfo found in the writer
(de Mundo); previous to which he 00­

ferves, that the demiurgus, or artificer of
the world, being full of ideas, compre­

hended by thefe all things within himfelf,

as that theologer (Orpheus) declares.

With thefe verfes we have connected others,

agreeable to the order of Stephens, Eichen­

bach, and Gefner, as follows.

Jove is the firft and lafl, high thucd'ring king,
Middle and head, from Jove all being;, 11)loing ;

(i ) I have here Followell the correction of Efchcn­

bach, who reads O'"d~a. inftead of cvJgo;, which is I
think more expreflive and philofophical.

III
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III Jove the male and female forms combine,

For Jove's a man, and yet a maid divine;

Jove the thong bafis of the earth contains,

And the deep fplendour of the il:arry plains;

J ave is the breath of all; Jove's wand taus frame

Lives in the rage of ever reillefs flame;

Jove is the fea's ilrong root, the folar light,

And Jeve's the moon, fair regent of the night;

Jove is a king by no reilraint confin'd,

And all things flow from Jove's prolific mind;

One is the pow'r divine in all things known,

And one the ruler abfolute alone.

For in Jove's royal body all things lie,

Fire, night and day, earth, water and the Iky;

The firil begetters pleafing love and mind;

Thefe in his mighty body, Jove confin'd:

See, how his beauteous head and afpect bright

Illumine heav 'n, and fcarter boundlefs light!

Round which his pendant golden trefles fnine

form'd from the ilarry beams, with light divine 1

On either fide two radiant horns behold,

Shap'd like a bull's and bright with glittering gold;

And Eafl and Well in oppofition lie,

The lucid paths of all tho Gods on high;
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His eyes, the fun, and moon with borrow'd ray;

His mind (k) is truth, unconfcious of decay,

Royal, letherial; and his ear refin'd

Hears ev'ry voice, and founds of ev'ry kind.

Thus are his head and mind immortal, bright,

His body's boundlefs, Ilable, full of light;

SttOl1g are his members, with a force endu'd

Pow'rful to tame, but ne'er to be fubdu'd;

Th' extended region of furrounding air

Forms his broad fhoulders, back, and bofom fair;

And thro' the world the ruler of the fkies

Upbornc on natal, rapid pinions flies;

His facrcd belly earth with fertile plains,

And mountains fwelling to the clouds, contains;

His middle zone's the fpreading fea profound,

Whofe roaring waves the folid globe furround ;

The diflant realms of 'I'arrarus obfcure

Within earth's roots, his holy feet fecure ;

(n His mind is truth, and a little after, Hi.

body full of light; or, NoiJq ~' CI:~W~~~ and

Y",I'''- S, "",~,q;s'Y'Yi" perfectly agree with what Pytha­

goras affirmed, concerning God; that in his foul

he refcmbled truth, and in his bodv Eo'ht.. '"
For
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:For thefe earth's utmofl bounds to Jove belong,

And form hi, batis peemanent and flrong.

Thus all things Jove within his brcaft conceal'd,

And into beauteous light from thence reveal'd,

Thefe verfes contain what Dr. Cud­

worth calls the grand arcanum of the
Orphic theology, that God is all things;
which is likewife an Egyptian doctrine,

from whence it was derived through Or­
pheus into Greece: and this fublime truth

Plotinus (I) himfelf proves with his ufual

fagaciry and depth. But here it is necef­
fary to obferve, that Orpheus and the
Platonifts do not conceive the Deity to be

all things, as if he were a divifible, cor­

poreal nature; but that he is all things,
becaufe prefent every where, and to every
being totally, though more or Ids inti­

mately prefenr, according to the various

gradations and approximations of being.

So that he is to be confidered as containing

(I) Enn. s- lib. vi.

n
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all things, and yet as feparate and apart

from all; as the fource of all multitude,

yet himfelf perfed unity; and as im­

menfly prolific, yet divinely folitary and

ineffably good. Thus, according to Por­

phyry em), explaining the properties of in­

corporeal natures, "God, intellect, and

foul are each of them every where, becaufe

no where. 13m Goel is every where, and

at the f:une time, in no place of any being

pofterior to his nature; but he is only

fuch as he is, and fuch as he willed him­

felf to be. But intellect is indeed in the

Deity) yet every Vi here and in no place of

its fubordinate ctienccs. And foul is in

intellect, and in the Deity, every where

and no where with refpect to body , but

body exifts ill foul, and in intellect, and

in Gael. And though all beings, and non­

entities, proceed from, and fubfift in the

Deity,
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Deity, yet he is neither entities, or non­

entities, nor has any fubfiftence in them.

For if he was alone every where, he would

indeed be all things, and in all: but be­

caufe he is likewife no where, all things

are produced by him; fa that they fubfifl:

in him bccaufe he is every where, but are

different from him becaufe he is no where.

Thus a1fo intellect being every where and

no where, is the caufe of fouls, and of

natures fubordinare to foul: at the fame

time it is neither foul, nor fuch things as

are pofterior to the foul, nor has it any

fubfiftence in them; and this beeaufe it is

not only every where in its fubordinate

natures, but at the fame time no where.

Thus too, foul is neither body, nor in

body, but is the caufe of body; becaufe

while it is every where diffufed through

body, it is no where. And this pro­

ceflion of the univerfe, extends as far as to

that



that nature (II), which is incapable of being

at the fame time every where and no

where, but which partially participates of

each. And in another place of the fame

excellent fragmenr, he tells us that the

ancients explaining the property of an in­

corporeal nature, as far as this can be

efl'eCtcd by difcourfe, when they affirmed

it to be one, at the fame time add, that it

is likewife all things; that it is every

where, and no where, and that it is totally

prefent in every whole. He adds, they

exprefs its nature entirely by contrary pro·­
perties, that they may remove from it the

fictitious and delufive conceptions of bodies

which obfcure thofe properties by which

(rue being is known (0).
We

(») Meaning material forms and qualities.
(,,) It is remarkable that ill the Hymn to

Nature, among the following, the Deity is cele­

bratcd ae all thinzs, yet the poet adds that he is
alone



( 37 )

We have before obferved, that the Pla­
tonic philofophers, agreeable to the doc­

trine of Orpheus, confidered fecundity as,

in an eminent degree, the propcry of a di­
vine nature; and from this principle filled

the univerfe with Gods (p). This opinion

a modern philofopher, or a modern writer

on mythology, will doubtlefs confider as
too ridiculous to need a Ierious refutation:

the one, becaufe he believes the phenorne­

ria may be folved by mechanical caufes ;

and the other, in confequence of a fyf1:em

originating from prejudice, and fupported
without proof. However, prejudice apart,

alone incommunicable; which perfectly agrees with
the precedini'; account ofbis fubllfling in all thmgs,
and at the fame time being feparate and apart from

alI.
(p) If the word Gods offend, the ear of rhe reader,

he may fubflitute in its Ilcad, thrones, dominions, &c.
for I do not difcourfe concerning words.

let



let us hear what the philofophers can urge

in defence of this doctrine, in addition to

what we have already advanced. To be­

gin then with Onatus (q) the Pythagorean:

" Thofe," fays he" "who aflert that there

is but one God, and not many Gods, are de­

ceived, as not confi.dering that the Iupreme

dignity of the divine tranfccndency confifts
in governing beings fimilar to itfelf, and in

furpaffing others. But the other Gods

have the fame relation to this firft and in­

telligible God, as the dancers to the Cory­

phreus, and as foldiers to their general,

whofe duty is to follow their leader. And
although the fame employment is common

both to the ruler, and thofe who are ruled;

yet the latter, if deftitute of a leader, could

no longer confpire together in one occu­

pation; as the concord of the fingers and

(1) Stob, Eel. Phyf. r- 5'

dancers,
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dancers, and the expedition of the army,

mull: fail, if the one is deprived of the

Coryphzeus and the other of the captain

or commander." To the fame purpofe

Plotinus (r) Ihews that it is perfectly phi­

lofophical to fuppofe a multitude of Gods

fubordinate to the One fuprerne. ct It is

neceffary," fays he, "that every man
Ihould endeavour to be as good as poflible,

but at the fame time, he ihould hot COh­

fider himfelf as the onl y thing that is good;

but fhould be convinced that there are

other good men, and good dremcns in the
univerfe, but much more Gods: who

though inhabiting this inferior region, yet

100k up to that higher world; and efpeci­
ally that mofr bleffed Soul, the ruling Di­

vinity of this univerfe. From whence a

(r) En. 2. lib. ix, cap. 9.

man
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man ought to afcend frill higher, and to ce­
lebrate the intelligible Gods, but above all

their great King; declaring his rnajcfcy in

a particular manner, by the multitude of

Gods fubordinate to his divinity. For it is
not the province of thofe who know the
power of God, to contract all into. one,
but rather to exhibit all that divinity
which he has difplayed, who himfelf, re­

maining one, produces many, which pro­
ceed from him and by him. For the uni­

verfe fubfifts by him, and perpetually [pe­
culates his divinity, together with each of
the Gods it contains." Should it be objeCt­

ed, that if fuch Gods (or exalted beings)

really exifled, we fhould be able to demon­
ftrate the reality of their exiftence, in the
fame manner as that of one fuprerne God;

we cannot frame a better reply than in the

words ofProclus (s). "And perhaps," fays

(_<) In Tim. r- 286.
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he, " you may affirm that fouls more fwife·

ly forget things nearer to them; but have

a ftronger remembrance of fuperior prin­

ciples. For thcfe laft operate on them more

vigoroufly, through the fublimiry of their

power, and appear to be prefent with them

by their energy. And this happens with

refpecr to our corporeal fight; which does

not perceive many things fituated on the

earth, yet obferves the inerratic fphere, and

the ftars it contains; becaufe thefe ftrongly

irradia te our eyes with their light. So the

eye of our foul is more forgetful, and foon,

er lofes the fight of principles proximate to

its nature, than of fuch as are more elevated

and divine. In like manner all religions

and fects confefs that there is one higheil:
principle, and men every where invoke

God as their helper; but that there are

Gods in fubordination to this firft caufe,

and that there is a providence proceeding

from
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from thefe to the univerfe, all men do not

believe; and this becaufe the one appears

to them more perfpicuoutly than the

many."

Indeed in confcquence of the Platonic

doctrine of the pre-exiftence of the foul,

it is not ftrange that we fhould know fo

little of thofe divine and exalted beings

above us; fince from our union with ge­

neration and material concerns, we are im­

bued with oblivion, ignorance, and error.

" We are Iimilar," as Porphyry (I) well

obferves, cc to thofe who enter or depart

from a foreign region, not only in catting

afide our native manners and cufloms , but

from the long ufe of a ftrange country we

are imbued with affections, manners, and

laws foreign from our natural and true re­

ligion, and with a ftrong propcnfity to

(I) De Abfiincntia, lib. i ,
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thefe unnatural habits." As, therefore, it is

not wonderful that the greateit part of thofe
who inhabit a peftiferous region, fhould
languifh and decline, but that a very few

Ihould preferve their natural frrength; fo

we ought not to wonder, that thus placed

in generation, the multitude ofmankind are

obnoxious to paffions and depraved habits;

but we ought rather to be aftonifhed if

any fouls, thus involved in the dark folds of

the body, and furrounded with fuch great

and unceafing mutations, are found fober,

pure, and free from deftructive perturb­

ations. For it is furely aftonifhing that the

foul fhould live immaterially, in material
concerns; and preferve itfelf uncontamin­

ated amidft fuch bafe defilements; that it

J110uld drink of the cup of oblivion, and

not be laid atleep by the intoxicating

draught; that it fhould elevate its eye

above
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above the fordid darknefs with which it is
furrounded; and be able to open the gates

of truth, which, though contained in its

effence, are guarded and fhut by terrene

and material Ipecies. But that it is pof­

fible to know more of fuch exalted natures

than is generally believed, by the afliflance
of the ancient philofophy, accompanied

with a fuirable life, is, I am perfuaded, true;

and I would recommend the arduous and

glorious inveftigation to every liberal

mind.

Let us now confider the nature of facri­

fice according to Orpheus and the Pla­

tonifts , previous to which, I mull beg

1eave to inform the reader, that the Greek

theologifls and philofophers were not (as

they are reprefented by modern writers on

mythology) fo ftupid as to worihi p the

creature inftead of the Creator; and to neg­

leCt or confound that homage and vene-
ranon,
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ration, which is due to the firfl caufe ofall,

On the contrary, they confidered the fu­

preme Being as honoured by the reverence
paid to his mol] illuftrious offspring; and

carefully difringuiihed between the worfhip
proper to the Deity, and to thefubordinate

Gods, as the following difcourfe will a­

bundantly evince. How, far indeed, fuch

opinions may be confiflent with revelation,

it is not my bufinefs to determine. It is

fufficient for me, to give the mofl faithful

account I am able of their fentiments on

this fubjeCl:; to free their opinions from

mifreprefentation; and to {hew that God has

not left himfelf without a witnefs among
the wife and learned of the heathens. But

as I cannot give a better account of the

nature and antiquity of facrifice than from
the writings of Porphyry, I fhall prefent

the reader with the following paraphrafe,

on



on part of the fecond book of his excellent

work on abftinence.

« The period of time appears to have

been immenfely diftant, from which, as

Theophraftus fays, a nation the moft Iearn­

ed of all others, and inhabiting the facrcd

region formed by the Nile, began firft of

all, from the domeftic fire, to facrifice to

the celeftial divinities ; not with myrrh or

cafiia, nor with the firft fruits of frankin­

cenfe mingled with faffron, (for thefe were

applied many ages afterwards, from error

increafing in certain degrees: I mean at

the period when men having furmounted

the difficulties of a life, formcrly oppreifed

with the cares of procuring neceffaries, and

from the beginning to the end attended

with many labours and tears, facrificed per­

haps a few drops to the Gods.) For at firft
they performed facrifices, not with aro-

matics;
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maries, but with the firft fruits of the

green herb; plucking it with their hands.

as a certain foft down or rnofs of prolific

nature. Indeed the earth produced trees

before animals; but prior to trees, the all­

nually rifing grafs, (he leaves, and roots,

and entire produeeof which having collect­

ed, they Iacrificed with fire: by this facrifice,

faluting the vifiblc ccleftial Gods, and ren­

dering them through the rniniflry of fire

immortal honours. For we prefervc as fa­

cred to thofe divinities, a perpetual fire in

our temples; Iince this element is moft Iimi­

lar to their lucid frames. But with refpett

to fumigations from herbs produced by the

earth, they called the cenfer or pan, in

which the herbs were burnt, :;;'u(l.,a7~r'O" and

to perform facrifice SU'''' and the facrifices
themfelves Sw[a,; all which we have erro­

neoufly interpreted, as if thefe words were

fignatures
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fignatures of that error, which afterwards

crept in among us; and hence it is that we

call the worihip confifting from the (laugh­

ter of animals SUrY/a,.

Indeed fo great was the care of the an­

cients, in retaining their prima-val cuf­

toms, that they uttered imprecations a­

gainft thofe who deferred the old manner,

and introduced a new one: and therefore

they called thofe herbs with which we

now fumigate dfw/-,xTa, aromatics. But the

antiquity of the above mentioned fumi­

gations will be perceived by him who con­

fiders that even now many odorous kinds

of wood, cut into fragments, are employed
in facrifice, From whence it happened that

the earth now bearing trees together with

grafs, its earliefl production, men at firfl;

eating the fruits of oaks, burned only a
few of thefe in facrifices to the Gods, on

account
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account of the rarity of fuch fufbenance ;

but facrificed a multitude ofthe leaves. Af­

terwards human life pafTed to a gentle diet,

and Iacrifices were performed with nuts ;

from whence the proverb originated,

""" J'~u6" enough of the oak.

" But among the fruits of Ceres, alLer the

firll appearance of leguminous barley, man­

kind were accuf\:omed to fprinkle it, made

into an entire mafs, in their firft facrifices,

Afterwards breaking the barley, and dimi­

nifhing the nutriment into meal, having

concealed the inftruments of fa great a

work, which afford divine afliilance to hu­

man life, they approached thefe as certain

facred concerns. But they call the firft
fruits of the barley (when bruifed into

meal) and which was more efteerned than

when whole, into the fire, in facrifice to

the Gods: from whence even now, at the

conclufion of the facrifice, we make ufe of

E me~



meal mixed with wine and oil, By this

cullom indeed we indicate from whence,

and from what beginnings facrifices have

increafed to the prefent ftare : but, at the

[.11l1e time, we do nor. confider why fuch

things are performed. Mankind proceed­

ing hom thefe fmall beginnings, and the

earth yielding an abundant fupplyof corn

and various fruits, they judged that the

firfl produce of all the reft Ihould be of­

fered in facrifices, with a view of pleafing

the various orders of the Gods: feleCting

many things for this purpofe, and mingl­

ing not a few others with thefe, if they

poffeffed any thing beautiful, and on ac­

count of its odoriferous nature accom­

modated to divine fenfation, With ferne

of rhefe, formed into garlands, they en­

circled the Itatues of the Gods; and others

they facrificed with fire. Likewife to the

Gods as the proper caufes, they poured

forth
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forth the divine drops of wine, and honey,

and oil, when their ufes were firft difco­

vered,

" The truth of the preceding account ap­

pears to be confirmed by the proceffion cele­

brated even now at Athens, in honour ofthe
fun and the hours. For in this folemnity

grafs is carried about, enwrapping the ker­

nels of olives, attended with figs, all kinds

of pulfe, oaken boughs or acorns, the

fruit of the ftrawberry, wheat, and barley,

II mafs of dried figs, cakes compofed from

the meal of wheat and barley, heaped in a
pyramidal form, and lail: of all olives."

Theophraftus then proceeds to Ihew the
impropriety of animal facrifices, after

which he adds: "But the utility of fruits

is the firft and greatef] of every produc­

tion ; the firft fruits of which are to be fa·,

crificed to the Gods alone, and to the

Earth, the prolific parent of every herb.

E 2 For
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For Earth is the common Vefta of Gods

and men, on whofe fertile furface reclin­

ing, as on the foft bofom of a mother or a

nurfe, we ought to celebrate her divinity

with hymns, and incline to her with filial

affection, as to the fource of our exiftence,

For thus, when we approach to the can­

clufion of our mortal life, we fhall be

thought worthy of a reception into the ce­

Ieflial regions, and of an affociation with

the race of immortal Gods, who now be­

hold us venerating their divinities with
rhofe fruits, of which they are the authors,

and facrificing in their honour every herb

of the all-bearing earth; at the fame time

not efteeming every thing worthy or proper

to be offered as a teftimony ofour homage.
«c For as every thing indifcriminarely is not

to be facrificed to the Gods, [0 perhaps we

cannot find any thing fuficiently worthy>

with which we may worfhip them as they
deferve.'
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deferve.' Thus far Theophraflus, Por­
phyry then proceeds to Ihew after what
manner thofe ought to facrifice who pro­
pofe an intellectual life, as the ultimate
object of their purfuir.

cc Let us alfo," fays he, " facrifice, but
in a manner becoming the offspring of in­
tellect, bringing with ,1S the moil: exalted

offerings, with our moft exalted powers.
To the Divinity indeed, who is above all

things, as a wife man faid, neither fa­
crificing nor dedicating any thing fenfible
or material; for there is nothing fubfifting

by material concretion, which muft not be

deemed impure by a nature entirely free

from the contagion of body. Hence even

the difcourfe, which is proffered by the

voice is not proper to be addreffed to a
caufe fo fublime and ineffable; nor the in­

ternal fpeech of the foul, if contaminated

with any perturbation, or mixed with any

E 3 of
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of the fenfible phantafrns of imagination.
But we ought to worfhip the fupreme God,
in the molt profound and pure filence , and
with the purefl thoughts concerning his

exalted nature, It is rcquifire, therefore,

that having conjoined and aflimilated our­

{elves to him, we fhould approach this
fublirne principle with a pious facrifice,
which may redound to his praife, and to

our fafery. But Iuch a Iacrifice can only
be performed by contemplating his divi­
nity with a foul free from material affec­

tions, and with the rational eye filled with
intellectual light. But to the off's pring of
this firit God (I mean the intelligible di­
vinities) we Ihonld prefent the facrifice of
hymns, cornpofed by the rational principle.
For it is cuflornary to offer the firft-fruirs of

fuch things as every God beftows upon us;

by which he nourifhcs and fupports Our ex­

iftence, and which are fubfervient to the
pur..
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purpofes of facrifice, As the hufbandrnan,
therefore, performs Iacred rites, by prefent­

ing handfuls of pulfe and fruits, fo ought

we to facrifice our pureft thoughts, and

other gOO(1S of the foul, thanking the di­
vinities for the fublimc contemplations

they afford us, and for truly feeding our

intellectual part with the Ipcculation of

their effences , for, converfing with us,

and appearing to our mental fight; for

fhining upon us with divine Iplendours,

and by this means procuring for us true

Ialvation.

" But an exercife of this kind is perform­

ed in an indolent manner, by many who

apply themfelves to philofophy, and who

more feduloufly cultivating fame than ho­
nouring the divinity, are wholly employed

about fratues, taking no care to learn after

what manner, or whether or not thefe in­

tellectual beings are to be adored; nor by

E 4 pro-
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properly confulting divine concerns, are

they anxious to know, in how great a de­

gree, we ought to ihive after an union with

rhefe exalted natures. With fueh as thefe

we by no means contend; fince our only

endeavour is to obtain a knowledge of di­

vinity, and to imitate pious and ancient

men, by frequently facrificing of that con­

templation which the Gods have beflowed

Upon us, and by the ufe of which we are

partakers of real falvation,

" ThePythagoreans indeed who were very

ftudious ofnumbers and lines, for the moil:

part facrificed of thefe to the Gods; deno­

minating this number Minerva (e), an­

other Apollo; and again, this Juflice, and

another Temperance. They proceeded al-

(e) In the latter part of this Differrarion, we fhall
lhew the wonderful agreement of the following
Hymns, with the names given by pythagoras to
numbers.

fe
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fo in a limilar manner in geometrical figures.

Hence they pleafed the divinities by facri­

fices of this kind, calling each of them by
their proper names, forthe purpofe ofobtain­
ingtheir particular requefts, They often be..

fides made fuch invocations fubfervient to

the purpofes of divination; and if they re­

quired the inveftigarion of any thing parti­

cular, they ufed the vifible ceJefrial Gods, alfo

the wandering and fixed Itars, of all which

the fun ought to be placed as a leader, next

to this the moon; and, as a theologian ob­

Ierves, we Ihould make fire allied to thefe

by a proximate conjunction. But the fame
perfon afferts that the Pythagoreans facri­

fieed no animal, but offered the firft fruits of
flour and honey, and of the diverfified pro­

ductions of the earth; nor kindled fire on

the bloody altar, fays he, with other things

of a fimilar nature : but why Ihould I tran­

feribe fuch relations ? For he who is truly

ftudious
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ftudious of piety, knows why he ought not

to facrifice any thing animated to Gods;

but alone to genii, and other powers fupe­

rior to man, whether good or bad: he like­

wife knows to what kind of men it belongs

to facrifice thefe, and every circumftance
refpeC1:ing rhofe beings, who require fuch

facrifices to be performed. With regard

to other particulars I Ihall be filenr. But

what fome Platonifls have divulged will

perfpicuoufly illuflrare the fubjeC1: before

us, which I Ihall relate as follows.

" The firft God, fince he is incorporeal,

immoveable, and indivifible, neither ex­
ifting in any being, place, or time, nor even

circumfcribed by, and as it were invefted

with himfclf, is in no refpeCt indigent of

any thing external to his nature, as we have

already obferved. But this Iafl property of

a divine effence is likewife true of the foul

of the world, poffefiing a triple divifibiliry,

and
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and being naturally felf-rnotive, yet fa con­

ftiturcd that it chufes to move in an order­

ly and beautiful manner, and to agitate the

corporeal fabric of the world according to

the moft excellent and harmonious reafons.

But it affociares to irfelf and is circularly

invefted with body, although incorpo­

real and entirely deftitute of pafiion. But

to the other Gods, to the world, and to the

erratic and fixed ftars, compofed from body

and foul, and to the vilible divinities, refti­

menials of grati tude are to be offered by

facrificing with inanimate fubfrances. After

thefe there remains that multiude of invi­

Iiblc beings, which Plato indifcriminately

calls dsemons. Some of thefe are allotted

a peculiar name by mankind, fi-om whom

they obtain di vine honours and other kinds

of religious worihip: but others of thefe

are for the moft part called by no peculiar

name, but areobfcurcly worfhipped by fome

men,
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men, and are denominated according to
certain Ilreets or cities. But the remaining

multitude are called by the common name

ofdaimons. Concerning all thefe, a gene­

ral perfuafion obtains, that their influence

is noxious and malignant if they are once

angered becaufe their accuftomed worfhip

is neglected , and that they are again be­

nificent if appeafed by prayers and fup­

plications, by facrifices and convenient

rites.

" But the confufed opinion which fubfifts

concerning thefe beings, and which has

proceeded to great infamy, requires that we

fhould diflinguifh their nature according to

the decifions of reafon. After this manner

then they are diftributed, As many fouls as
proceeding from the univerfal foul, admi­
nifter confiderable parts of thofe places

contained under the lunar orb, who are in­

deed connected with an aerial part, but rub.

jeCt
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jeB: it to the dominion of reafon, are to be

efteemed good dremons. vVe ought to be-

l ieve that all their operations tend to the

utility of the concerns fubjeB: to their do­

minion, whether they prefide over certain

animals, or over fruits affigned to their

charge, or over things fubfervient to thefe

parriculars , fuch as prolific Iliowers, mo­

derate winds, ferene weather, and whatever

is calculated to promote thefe, as a good

temperament of the feafons of the year, &c.

They likewife adminifter to us the ufe of

mufic, and of every difcipline, together

with the medicinal and gymnaf1:ic arts, and

whatever elfe is allied to thefe . For it is

impoffible that fuch drernons can fupply

what is convenient and proper; and at

the fame time be the authors of things

deihuCtivc and improper. In this clafs

n,e meffengers, as Plato calls them, b~.

tween Gods and men mufl be numbered,

who convey our prayers and pious offerings

to
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to the Gods as judges of our conduct, and

bring back to us in return divine warnings,

exhortations, and oracles. But as many

fouls as do not pro perl y govern the aerial

part with which they are connected, but

are for the moft part fubdued by its in.

fiuence, and are agitated and hurried away

by its brutal power in a rafh and diforder­
Iy manner, whenever the wrathful irrita­

tions and defires of the pneumatic part

grow ftrong , fouls of this kind are proper·

1y denominated dasmons, but ought at the

fame time to be called malevolent and

bafe.
" All thefe, together with thofe who ob­

tain acontrarypower, arc invifible, and en­

tirely imperceptible to human fenfation ;

for they are not invefled like terrene ani­

mals with a folid body; nor are they all

endued with one Dupe; but they poffefs a

diverfity of forms. However, the forms

irnpreffcd 0:1 their aerial part, are forne-

times
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times apparent, and at other times obfcur­

ed. Sometimes too evil dsernons chance
b

their fhapes. But this pneumatic part, [0

far as corporeal, is fubject to paflion and

change; and although it is fo confined by
the coercive power of thefe demoniacal

fouls, that its form continues for a long
time, yet it is not by this means eternal.
For it is reafonable to believe, that Iome­

thing continually flows from this aerial
part; and that it receives a nutriment ac­
commodated to its nature. Indeed the

'lrV;"lJ·C<, or aerial part of the good dremons,

confifts in a certain commenfurate propor­
tion, in the fame manner as thofe bodies
which are the objeCts of our prefent percep­

tion. But the bodies of the malevolent
dzemons are of a c1ifcordant temperament,

on which account they inhabit that aerial

[pace proximate to the earth, with a paflive

affection; and for the moil: part govern
things



things fubje& to their dominion with a tur­

bulent malignity. Hence there is no evil
which they do not endeavour to perpetrate.

For their manners are entirely violent and

fraudulent, and deftitute of the guardian

prefervation of better dremons , fo that

they machinate vehement and fudden

fnares with which they rufh on the un­

wary; fometimes endeavouring to conceal

their incurfions, and fometimes a&ing with
open violence againft the fubjects of their

opprefiion." Thus far Porphyry: the

length of which quotation needs no apo­

logy; both on account of its excellence,

and becaufe the unlearned reader will not

find it elfewhere in Englifh. I would alia
add that I wifh (with a proper fenfe of the

greatnefs of the undertaking) to offer this:

together with the preceding and fubfequent

paraphrafes, as fpecimens of that method

mentioned in the Preface to this Work ; and

which
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which I cannot but confider as the bef1:

means of exhibiting the Greek philofophy

in modern languages.

Having then difcourfed fo largely from

Porphyry concerning facrifice, and as he

particularly recommends the facrince per­

formed by contemplation and divine

hymns; let us hear his fentiments concern­

ing the nature of prayer, as they are pre­

ferved to us by ProeIus in his excellent

Commentary on the Timseus, p.64' "It
is requifite (fays Proclus) before all things.

that we underf1:and fomething perfpicuoufly

concerning the nature of prayer: I mean

in what its eflence confifts, what its per­

feaion is. and from whence it becomes

natural to our fouls. He then proceeds

to relate the opinion of Porphyry as fol­

lows. For Porphyry difcourfing concern­

ing fuch of the ancients as either ap-

i? proved
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proved of, or exploded prayer, leads us

through various opinions, which I Ihall
now fummarily relate. Neither thofe who

labour under the firft kind of impiety, I
mean denying the exiftence of the Gods,

claim any advantage to themfelves from

prayer: nor yet thofe of the fecond clafs,

who entirely fubvert a providence; for

though they acknowledge the exiftence of

the Gods, yet they deny their provident

concern for the affairs of the univerfe.

Nor again thofe of a third order, who

,hough they confers that there are Gods,

and c;;n their providence extends to the

'world, yet confider all things as produced

roy the divinities from neceffity : for the

~ltiliLY of prayer is derived from fuch
21lings as arc contingent, and may have a
different cxiftence. But thofe who both

acknowledge the being of the Gods, and

their



their continual providence, and that ferne

events are contingent, and may fubfift in a

different manner; thefe men indeed may

be truly [aid to approve of prayer, and to
confers that the Gods correct our life, and

eflablifh it in fafety, Proclus then pro­

ceeds to relate the reafons by which Por­

phyry confirms its utility. '< He adds

that prayer in a particular manner pertains;

to worthy men, becaufe it conjoins them

with divinity; for fimilars love to be

united together: but a worthy man is in

an eminent degree fimilar to the divine

natures. We may likewife add, that fince

good men are placed in cuftody, and con­

fined by the dark bands of the body as in

a prifon, they ought to pray to the Gods,

that it may be lawful for them to depart

from hence. Befides, Iince we are as child­

ren torn from the boforn of our parent,

F p, we
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we ought on this account to req neil: by

our prayers that we may return to the

Gods our true intellectual parents. If this

is the cafe, do not they who deny that

prayers are to be offered ttl the Gods, and

who prevent their fouls from being united

with the divinities, that is with beings

more excellent than themfelves, appear

fimilar to thole who are deprived of their

parents? Lafl:1y, all nations who have

flourifhed in the exercife of wifdom, have

applied thernfelyes to divine prayers: as

the Bramins among the Indians, the Magi

among the Perfians, and amongft the

Greeks alfo, thofe who have excelled in the

fcience of theology: for on this account

they inftituted myil:eries and initiatory

rites ('rel.'7a,.) Befides, this confideration

is not to be omitted, that fince we are a part

Qf this univerfe, it is confonant to reafon
that



that we Ihould be dependent on it for fup­

porto For a converfion to th e univerfe pro­

cures fafety to every thing which it con­

rains. If therefore you poffefs virtue, it is

requifite you fhould invoke that divinity

which previoufly comprehended in himfelf

every virtue: for univerfal good is the

caufe of that good which belongs to you

by participation. And if you feek after

fome corporeal good, the world is endued

with a power which contains univerfal

body. From hence therefore it is neceffary

that perfection fhould alfo extend to the

parts. Thus far that moil: excellent philo.,

fopher Porphyry , in which quotation, as

well as the preceding. the reader muft

doubtlefs confefs, that Proclus did not

without reafon admire him, for what he

calls his d I<f0'lff,,,,.n vOrlf'a7a, or conceptions

",japted to holy concerns; for furely no

F 3 philo-
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philofopher ever pofieffed them in !l more
eminent degree.

If it fhould be afked, in what the power

of uraver confiils, according to thefe1 , _

piiiiolophers? I anfwer, in a certain fyrn­

padry and Iirnilitude of natures to each

orhcr : juil as in an extended chord, where

when the loweft part is moved, the higheft

prefently after gives a refponfive motion.

Or as in the ftrings of a mufical inflrumenr,

stternpered co the fame harmony; one

chord trembling from the pulfation of

another, as if it were endued with fenfa­

cion from fymphony. So in the univerfe,

there is one harmony though compofed

from contraries; Iince they are at the

fame time fimilar and allied to each other.

For from the foul of the world, like an

immortal felf-rnotive lyre, life every where

refounds, but in fome things more inferior

and



( 7~ )

and remote from perfection than in others,

And with refpect to the fuper-mundane

Gods, fympathy and fimilitude fubfifts in

thefe as in their moft perfect exemplars;

from whence they are participated by fen­

fible natures, their obfcure and imperfect

images. Hence (fay they) we m1,lft not:

conceive, that our prayers caufe any ani­

madverfion in the Gods, Dr, properly fpeak­

ing, draw down their beneficence; but due

they are rather the means of elevating the

foul to thefe divinities, and difpofing it

for the reception of their fupernal illumi­

nation. For the divine irradiation, which

takes place in prayer, Ihines and energizes

fpontaneoufly, reftoring unity to the foul,

and caufing our energy to become one with

elivine energy. For fuch, according to thefe

philofophers, is the efficacy of prayer,

that it unites all inferior with all Iuperior

F 4 beings.



( 72 )

beings. Since, as the great Theodorus

fays, all things pray except the firft~

Indeed fo great is the power of fimili­

tude, that through its unifying nature all

things coalefce, and impart their particular

properties to ethers. 'Whilft primary na­

tures diflribute their gifts to fueh as are

feeondary, by an abundant illumination,

and effects are cftablifhed in the caufes from

which they proceed. But the connection

and indiifoluble fociety of active univerfals,

and of paffive particulars, is every where

beheld. For the generative caufes of

things, are contained by fimilitude in their

effects , and in caufes themfelves their

progeny fubfift, comprehended in perfect

union and confent. Hence the celefiial

orbs impart a copious defluxion of good

ro thio rerreflrial region; while fublunary

narrs 0;";'Y';lZ·~'--';0 a certain refpect to~ .. -"-') .... J ... w1 ...M~ '"'- .....~ .. ~ ... •
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the heavens, participate a perfection con­

venient to their nature.

Hence too, from the progreffions of

Iimilitude, there are various leaders in the

univerfe, And many orders of angels

dancing harmouioufly round their ruling

deities; together with a multitude of

dsemons, heroes, and particular fouls,

There are befides multiform kinds of

mortal animals, and various powers of

plants. So that all things tend to their

refpeCtive leaders, and are as it were

flarnped with one fign of domeftic unity;

which is in fame more evident, and in

others more obfcure. For indeed Iimili­

tude in fint productions fubfifts more ap­

parently; but inthofe of the middle and ex­

treme orders is obfcured in confequence of

the gradations of progreflion. Hence images

and exemplars derive their hypoftafis from

conciliar-
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conciliating fimilitude , and every thing

through this is familiar to itfelf, and to

its kindred natures.

But it is time to return from this di­
grefllon to the bufinefs of facrifice and

prayer. That we may therefore have

a dearer view of the Nature and efficacy
«)f each, let us hear the elegant and fubtle

Prcclus («). upon facrifice and magic>
Df which the following is a paraphrafe•

.. In the fame manner as lovers gradual­
ly advance from that beauty which is ap~

parent in fenfible forms, to that which is
divine; fo the ancient priefls, when they

confidered that there was a certain alliance
and fympathy in natural things to each

( ...) As a Latin verfion only of this valuable

work is publifhed, the reader will pleafe to make

allowances for the Paraphrafe, where it may be

nquifite.

3 other,
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other, and of things manifefl: to occult.

powers, and by this means difcovered

that all things fubfift in all, they fabricat­

ed a facred fcience, from this mutual

fympathy and fimilarity, Thus they re­

cognized things fuprerne, in fuch as are

fubordinate, and the fubordinate in the

fupreme: in the celeftial regions terrene

properties fubfifting ina caufal and celeftial

manner; and in earth celeflial properties,

but according to a terrene condition. For

how {hall we account for rhofe plants

called heliotropes, that is attendants on
the fun, moving in correfpondence with

the revolution of its orb; but felenitropes,

or attendants on the moon, turning in

exact conformity with her motion? it is
becaufe all things pray, and compofe

hymns to the leaders of their refpective or­

ders; but ferne intellectually, and others

rationally;
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rationally , fome in a natural, and others

after a fenfible manner. Hence the [UI1­

flower, as far as it is able, moves in a cir­

cular dance towards the fun; [0 that if

anyone could hear the pulfation made by

its circuit in the air, he would perceive

fomething cornpofed by a found of this

kind, in honour of its king, fuch as a

plant is capable of framing. Hence we

may behold the fun and moon in the earth,

hut according to a terrene quality. But

in the celeftial regions, all plants, and

flones, and animals, poffeffing an inrellec.

mal life according to a celeftial nature.

N ow the ancients having contemplated

this mutual Iyrnparhy of things, applied

for occult purpofes both celeftial and ter­

rene natures, by means of which through
a certain fimilitude they deduced divine

virtues into this inferior abode. For in-

deed



( 77 )

deed fimilitude itfelf is a fufficient caufe

of binding things togeth~r in union and

confenr. Thus if a piece of paper is

heated, and afterwards placed near a lamp,

though it does not touch the fire, the pa­

per will be fuddenly inflamed, and the

flame will defcend from the fuperior to the

inferior parts. This heated paper we

may compare to h certain relation of in­
feriors to fuperiors , and its approxi­

mation to the lamp, to the opportune

ufe of things according to time, place,

and matter. But the proceffion of fire

in the paper aptly reprefents the prefence
of divine light, to that nature which is
capable of its reception. Laftly, the in­

flammation of the paper may be com­

pared to the deification of mortals, and

to the illumination of material nature..,

which are afterwards carried upwards like

the

I
I
I
I
I
I,
I
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rhe fire of the paper, from a certain par~

ricipation of divine feed. Again, the lo­

tus before the rifing of the fun, folds its
leaves into itfelf, but gradually expands

them on its rifing : unfolding them ill

proportion to the fun's afcent to the

zenith; but as gr,adually contracting them

as that luminary defcends to the weft.

Hence this plant by the expanfion and

contraction of its leaves appears no lefs

to honour the fun than men by the

gefture of their eye-lids, and the motion

of their lips. But this imitation and cer­

tain participation of fupernal light is not

only vifible in plants, which poffefs

but a veftige of life, but likewife in par­

ticular ftones. Thus the fun-ftone, by

its golden rays, imitates thofe of the

run; but the ftone called the eye of

heaven, or of the fun, has a figure
fimilar
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ftl11ilar to the pupil of an p:ye, and a r.lJ'
fhines from the middle of the pupil.

Thus too the lunar ftone, which has a

figure Iimilar to the moon when horned.

by a certain change of itfelf, followsthe

lunar motion. Laftly, the frone called

Heliofelenus, i, e. of the fun and moon;

imitates after a manner the congrefs of

thofe luminaries, which it images by its

colour. So that all things are full of

divine natures; terreftrial natures receiving
the plenitude of fuch as are celeftial, but

celefrial of fuperceleftial effences , while

every order of things proceeds gradual1y
in a beautiful defcent, from the higheft to
the lowefl, For whatever is collected into

one above the order of things, is after­

wards dilated in defcending, various fouls

being diflributed under their various ruling

divinities. In fine, ferne things turn

round
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round correfpondent to the revolutions of

the fun, and others after a manner imitate

the folar rays, as the palm and the date:

fame the fiery nature of the fun as the

laurel, and other a different property.

For indeed we may perceive the properties

which are collected in the fun, every where

diftributed to fubfequent natures conftirut­

ed in a folar order; that is, to angels,

dremons, fouls, animals, plants, and

ftones, Hence the authors of the ancient

priefthood, difcovered from things appar­

ent. the worJhip of fuperior powers,

while they mingled fame things, and puri­

fied with others. They mingled many

things indeed together, becaufe they faw

that fame fimple fubflances poffeffed a di­

vine property (though not taken fingly)

fufficient to call down that particular

power, of which they were participants.

Hence
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Hence by the mingling of many things

together, they attracted upon us a fuper­

nal influx; and by the compofirion of'

one thing from many, they fymbolifed with

that one, which is above many; and com­

pofed ftatues from the mixtures of various

fubftances, confpiring in fympathy and

confent. Befides this, they collected com­

pofire odours, by a divine art, into one..>

comprehending a multitude of powers, and

fymbolifing with the unity of a divine

effence. Confidering befides, that divifion

debilitates each of thefe, but that mingl­

ing them together reftores them to the

idea of their exemplar; hence the ancient

priefts, by the mutual relation and fyrupa­

thy of things to one another, collected

their virtues into one, but expelled them.

by repugnancy and antipathy; purifying,

when it was requifite, with fulphur and

G bitumen,
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bitumen, and the fprinkling of marine

water. For fulphur purifies from the

fharpnefs of its odour; but marine water

on account of its fiery portion. Betides

this, in the worfhip of the Gods, they

offered animals, and other fubftances con­

grUOtlS to their nature; and received in

the firft place the powers of dsernons as

proXImate to natural fubflances and opera­

tions, by whole affiftance they evocated

chefe natural bodies to which they approach­

ed into their prefence. Afterwards they

proceeded from drernons to the powers and

energies of the Gods, partly indeed from

d.emoniacal inftruClion, but partly by

their own induftry, aptly interpreting

fymbols, and afcending to a proper in­

telligence of the Gods. And laftly Jay­

ing afide natura] fubftances and their

operations, they received themfelves into
the
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the communion and fellowfhip of the Gods.
Thus far Proclus, and thus much for the

theological doctrine of Orpheus, as con­

tained in the works of the latter Plaronifts,

I perfuade myfe1f enough has been faid in

this Differtation to convince every thinking

and liberal mind, that the Greek theology
as profelfed and underftood by the Greek

philofophers, is not that abfurd and non­

fenfical fyftern, reprefented by modern

prejudice and ignorance, as the creed of

the ancients. In confequencc of a blind

and miftaken zeal it is common to ridicule

the opinions of the ancient philofophers,

in order to eflablifh the certainty of the

Chriftian religion. But furely revelation
does not require fo unwarrantable and

feeble a fupporr, which in reality only be­

trays the caufe it endeavours to defend, by
giving infidels occafion to [ufpeCt, either

G 2 weaknefs
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weaknefs in its evidence, or obfcurity in
its fundamental doctrines, Befides, the

generality of thefe uncandid opponents

know nothing of the Platonical writers,

from whom alone genuine information

can be derived on this fublime and intri­

cate fUbjeC1:.; and from whofe works the

preceding Differtation has been fo abun­

dantly enriched. Were rhefe invaluable

books more generally known and under­

ftood, if they did not refine our tafte, at

prefent fo depraved, they would at leaft

teach us to admire the ftrength which hu­

man reafon is capable of exerting, and to

be more modeft in our pretcnfions to wif­

dam; they would filence ignorant de­

claimers, and ftop the immenfe iacreafe of

books on modern philofophy, which are

fo rapidly haftening to the abyfs of forget­

fulnefs, like Itreams into the ocean from

which they originally flowed.
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SEC T. III.

BUT it is now time to fpeak of the

following Hymns, of which, as we have

before obferved, Onomacritus is the reput­

ed author. And firfr, with regard to the

dialect of thefe Hymns, Gerner well ob­

ferves it ought to be no objection to their

antiquity. For though, according to

(x) Iamblichus, the Thracian Orpheus,
who is more ancient than thofe noble

poets Homer and Hefiod, ufed the Doric

dialect , yet the Athenian Onomacritus,

who, agreeable to the general opinion of

antiquity, is the author of all the works

HOW extant, afcribed to Orpheus ( y), might

either,

{x) De Vita Pythag. c. 34. p. 169' Kuft.
(y) Philoponus obferves, in his Commentary on

Ariftotle's book. of the So\\I, that AriftotJe calls

G 3 the
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tither, preferving the fentences and a

great part of the words, only change the

dialect, and teach the ancient Orpheus

to [peak Homerically, or as I may fay

Solonically: or might arbitrarily add or

take away what he thought proper, which

Herodotus relates was his practice, with

refpect to the oracles. Gerner adds, that

it does not appear probable to him that

Onomacrirus would dare to invent all he
writ, fince Orpheus mufl: neceffarily, at

that time, have been in great repute, and

a variety of his verfes in circulation: and

he concludes with obferving that the ob-

the Orphic verfcs reputed, becaufe they appear

not to have been written by Orpheus himfelf, as

Arifiotle affirms in his book concerning philofophy.

For the Dogmata contained in them were indeed his,

but Onomacritus is reported to have put them into

verfe,

jedion
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jeCtion of the Doric dialect ought to be of

no more weight againft the antiquity of
the prefent works, than the Pelafgic let.

tel'S, which Orpheus ufed according to

Diodorus Siculus,

The hymns of Orpheus are not only

mentioned by Plato in his Eighth Book of

Laws, but alfo by Paufanias (a), whofe

words are tranflared as follows by the au­

thor of the Letters on Mythology (b).

" The Thracian Orpheus (fays Paufanias)

was reprefented on mount Helicon, with

TE1\ETH (initiation or religion) by his fide,

and the wild beafts of the woods, fOllilf in

marble, fome in bronze, ftanding round

him. His hymns are known by thofe who

have Itudied the poets to be both fhort and

few in number. The Lycomedes, an Athen-

(a) In Bceoticis p. 770'

Ian
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ian family dedicated to facred mufic, have

them all by heart, and flng them at their

folemn myfteries, They are but of the

fecond clafs for elegance, being far excell­

ed by Homer's in that refpect, But our

religion has adopted the hymns of Orpheus,

and has not done the fame honour to the

hymns of Homer." To the reftimony of

Paufanias may be added that of Suidas,

who, among the writings of the Libethrian

Orpheus mentions ·nA.Tal, or initiations,

which he fays are by ferne afcribed to Ono­

mecritus (c). And Scaliger well ebferves,

in his notes co thefe hymns, that they

ought rather to be called initiations, becaufe

they contain only invocations of zhe Gods,

(c) 1t is remarkable that Sextus Ernpiricus more

than once mentions Onomacritus in the Orphics,

O"'f'...~,1fp.l, T,is Ogf'"p",

fuch



fuch as the initiated in myfteries areaccuf­

tomed to ufe , but they do not celebrate

the nativities, actions, &c. of the divini­
ties, as it is ufual in hymns. It is on this

account we have entitled them myftical

initiations, which is doubtlefs their pro­
per appellations. The author too of the

Allegories in the Theogony of Hefiod (d),
relating the powers of the planets on

things inferior, exprefsly mentions rhefe

hymns, or rather initiations, and many of

the compound epithets with which they
abound (e). from all which it is evident

that the following Hymns were written

by the Athenian Onomacritus, and are the

fame with thofe fo much celebrated by

antiquity. Indeed it is not probable they

Ihould be the invention of any writer more

(ti) Page 267.

(e) Vide Fabric. Bib. p. 124'

modern
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modern than the above period, as it muft

have been fo eafy to detect the forgery,
from the origiual initiations which were

even extant at the time in which Suidas

Jived.

In the former part of this Differtation,

we afferted that we fhould derive all our

information concerning the Orphic theo­

logy, from the writings of the Platonifts ,

not indeed without reafon. For this fub­

lime theology defcended from Orpheus to

Pythagoras, and from Pythagoras to

Plato; as the following teflimonies evince.

" Timseus (fays Proclus) (f) being a Py­

thagorean, follows the Pythagoric princi­

ples, and there are the Orphic traditions; for

what Orpheus delivered myftically in fe­

cret difcourfes, thefe Pythagoras learned

(j) In Timaurn p. ~91.

when



( 91 )

when he was initiated by Aglaophemus in

the Orphic myfleries," Syrianus too

makes the Orphic and Pyrhagoric princi­

ples to be one and the fame; and, accord­

ing to Suidas, the fame Syrianus compofed

a book, entitled the Harmony of Orpheus,

Pythagoras and Plato (g). And again

Produs (h): it is Pythagorical to follow

the Orphic genealogies; for from the Or­

phic tradition downward by Pythagoras.

the fcience concerning the Gods was deriv­

ed to the Greeks." And elfewhere (i),

" All the theology of the Greeks is the pro­

geny of the facred initiations (1W~"'')I'''7'"')

of Orpheus. For Pythagoras firft learned

the orgies of the Gods from Aglaophemus ;

but Plato was the fecond who received 1\

(g) IVf'ip~,i", Ogipi~~, nv9",')'o<~,

(h) In Tim. p••89'

(i) In Theal. Pial. p 13.
perfect
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perfeCt Icience of there, both {rom the

Pythagoric, and Orphic writings." Now in

confequence of thefe teftimonies, our hymns

ought to agree with the doctrine of Pytha­

goras; efpecially fince Onornacritus, their

author, was of that fchool. And that

they do Io, the following difcovery abun­

dantly evinces.

Photius, in his Bibliotheca, has preferved

to us part of a valuable work, written by

Nicomachus the Pythagorean, entitled

Theological Arithmetic; in which he af­

cribes particular epithets, and the names

of various divinities to numbers, as far as

to ten. There is likewife a curious work

of the fame title, by an anonymous writer,

which is extant only in manufcripr, From

there two, and from occafional palfages re­

fpeCting numbers according to Pythagoras,

found in the Platonic writers, Meuefius

.2 has
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has compofed a book, which he calls

Denarius Pythagoricus , and which is an

invaluable treafure to fuch as are Itudious

of the ancient philofophy. On peruling

this learned book, it teemed to me necef­

fary, that as the divinities, afcribed to each

number, had a particular relation to one

another, they 1110uld alfo have a mutual

agreement in the following hymns. And

on the com par ifon I found the moft perfed;

fimilirude : a few inftances of which I

Ihall felect, leaving a more accurate in­

veftigatlon of this matter to the learned

and philofophical reader.

In the firft place then, among the va­

rious names afcribed to the monad or

unity, aile thofe of the following Gods;

viz. the Sun, Jupiter, Love, Proteus,

Vef1:a. N ow in the hymn to the SUD we

find the epithet ~"V,,7i z.~, 0 immortal

Jove.
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Jove. In that to Love 'lI'Ve;5~Ol'ot, or

wandering fire, which is likewife found in

the hymn to the Sun. In the hymn to

Love, that deity is celebrated as having

the keys of all things (k); viz. of zether,

heaven, the deep, the earth, &c. And

Proteus is invoked as poiTeffing the keys

of the deep (l). Again, Vefla, in the Or­

phic hymns, is the fame with the mother of
the Gods i and the mother of the Gods is

celebrated as "always governing rivers,

and every rea (m) i which perfeclly agrees

with the appellations given both to Love

and Proteus. Again, among the various

epithets afcribed to the duad, or number

two, are, Phanes, Nature, Juftice, Rhea,

(k)-'iTetV1lU), ItA'dSa 1xo)j « \ t

.6. .'GI~~, ~ga.HH, K. A.

(! I .i\\'"
-'J(c.ItTV XAY,o.s:U<; 'XWTa..

)
• 0' i ., - u'{llJ la. r.ol:%f4m Xi_ O"7a.~ «u ~ 7ta4'a ~"·M(,~f1".

Diana,
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Diana, Cupid, Venus, Fate, Death, &c.
Now Phanes, in the Orphic hymns, is the

lame with Protogonus; and Nature is

called "'f0Y7'''/iV!<t, or firf1:-born, and d'iN~, or

Juf1:ice, as alfo 'lr£'lrf"'fJ.'v;', or Fate. Like­

wife Rhea is denominated :)uYM'f 'lr'AUfJ.'f~~

II"7'Y"'[" or daughter, of much formed

Protogonus; and in the fame hymn the

reader will find other epithets, which

agree with the appellation given to Nature.

Again, both Nature a-id Diana are called

';"vA,x,i~, or fwiftly uringing forth; and
Love as well as Nature is called 6i~v;;, or
two-fold. In like manner Rhea and Venus
agree, (or he fays of Venus '!I';Y'Ta ')'af i,.

...9.. "'Y, [or all things are from thee; ani!
of Rhea, ,M{,-rnr fJ.EV 'l'i :),';v ,;iJ~ :)vn7(;;Y dvep.l'lr"",

or mother of Gods and mortal men. After
which he exprefsly fays that earth and hea­

ven, the: rea and the air, proceed from her

divinity.
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divinity. Befides this, he celebrates Ve~

nus as governing the three Fates; ~

':rIXTtu, TrliJ(r~v [J.o,~;;,v. And laftly he fays

of Love, after reprefenting that Deity as

invefted with the keys of all things;

thou alone rulefl the governments of all

thefe (n); which he likewife affirms of

Death in the fame words. And thus much

for the duad, The triad, or number three,

they denominated Juno, Latona, Thetis,

Hecate or Diana, Pluto, Tritogenia 01'"

Minerva, &c. Now Latona and Thetis,

are each of them called in thefe initiations,

HvaVO""'''''A~' or dark-veiled; and Minerva

and the Moon, who is the fame with Diana,

~;;1>v, ~ tiri7nv, female and male. The te-

tra
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trad or number four, they denominated Her­

cules, Vulcan, Mercury, Bacchus, two-mo­

thered, Baffarius, key-keeper of nature,

Mafculine, Feminine, the World, (which

in thefe initiations is the fame with Pan)

Harmony, Juftice. Now Onornacritus calls

Hercules and Vulcan, K"fT'foX,"f' or ftrong­

handed; and he celebrates Hercules and

Mercury as " having an almighty heart."

'Zif"Juf"H, n'rof ~xwv. And [0 of the reft.

The pentad or number of five they called
N ature, Pallas, Immortal, Providence,

N emefis, Venus, Juftice, &c. Now N a­

ture is called in thefe hymns, or rather in­

itiations "o?o.up.(,xcm p.n'r'f' or much-mechanic

Mother, and '7tXVrOTEXI''', or univerfal Art­

ift , and Minerva is denominated !,wr'f

rexv"v, or Mother of Arts. Likewife N a­

ture is exprefsly called d9"'o!TI1 7S ""fo,,,,,,
or Immortal, and Providence. The hexad

or number fix, they denominated, Venus,

H Health,



Health, the World, ' Eua7"C'''071(, or far­

darting, (becaufe con.pounded of the

triad, which is called Hecate), Perf::ea,

triform, Amphitrite, Occ. Now Venus, as

we have already obferved in rhe names of

the duad, is faid to be the fource of all

things; and Health is exprefs1y called
~, 1\ ,,- I r- 11 l'1J.i17£f d'7Ia;V1(:'V, or rviot .ier 01 a tlllngs.

Again the heptad, or number feven they

called Fortune, Minerva, Mars, &c.

And Fortune, in thefe initiations, is the

fame with Diana or the Moon, who is call­

ed male and female as well as Minerva; and

Minerva and Mars are eaeh of them denomi­

nated h-A'xOf'( or armipotent, and Minerva

",,1"1"0"";"" or full of warlike tumult. The

ogdoacl, or number eight, they called

Rhea, Love, Neptune, Law. And the

Mother of the Goels, who is the fame with

Rhea, is reprefenred as we have obferved on

the monad, as governing rivers and every

fea;
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fea ; and Love is faiel to have the keys of

all things; of heaven, the deep, &c.

The ennead, or number nine, they deno­

minate Ocean, Prometheus, Vulcan, Pecan

(i. e. Apollo or the Sun), Juno, Proferpine,

&c. Now Saturn (who is called in thefe

initiations Prometheus) and Ocean, are each

of them celebrated as the fource of Gods

and men: and Vulcan is exprefsly called

'{AID, or the Sun. And lail:ly they denomi­

nated the decad, Heaven, the Sun, Un­
wearied, Fate, Phanes, Neceffity, &c.

Hence Heaven is called in thefe initiations

IPVA~F, 'lTd"r"" or Guardian of all things;

and the Sun "Y1;O~UAa;, or faithful Guardian;
and ciy.dl"~ or Unwearied, is an appellation

of the Sun, in the hymn to that Deity.

The reader too will find many epithets in

the hymn to Protogonus or Phanes, corre­

fponding with thofe of the Sun. And thus

much for the agreement of thefe hymns,

H:4 with
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with the Pythagoric names of numbers.

The limits of the prefent work will not

permit me to be more explicit on this par­

ticular; but he who willies to underftand

the meaning of many of the preceding ap_

pellations, may confult the valuable book

of Meurfius, already cited, where he will

meet with abundant matter for deep [pecu­

lation. But before I conclude this Dif.

fertation, I mufl beg leave to acquaint the

reader with another difcovery which I have

made refpeCting thefe hymns, equally
cuneus with the former.

Ficinus, on Plato's Theology (a), has

the following remarkable paffage, tranf­

Iated, moil likely from fome manufcript

work of Proclus, as I conjecture from its

conclufion ; for, unfortunately, he does not

acquaint us with the author. "Thofe

(a) Lib.iv. p. Iz8.
who
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who profefs, fays he, the Orphic theology,

confider a two-fold power in fouls and in the

celeflial orbs: the one confifting in know­

ledge, the other in vivifying and governing

the orb with which that power is connected,

Thus in the orb of the earth, they call the

noftic power Pluto, the other Prefer­

pine (b). In water, the former power

Ocean, and the latter Thetis. In air,

that thundering Jove, and this Juno. In

fire, that Phanes, and this Aurora. In

the foul of the lunar fphere, they call the

noftic power Licnitan Bacchus, the other

Thalia. In the fphere of Mercury, that

Bacchus Silenus, this Euterpe. In the

orb of Venus, that Lyfius Bacchus, this

(b) The reader may obferve that this two-fold

power is divided into male and fernale ; the reafon

of which diftriburion we have already affigned

from Proclus,

Erato.
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Erato. In the fphere of the fun, that

Trietericus Bacchus, this Melpomene.

In the orb of Mars, that Baffarcus Bac­

elms, this Clio. In the fphere of Jove, that

Scbazius, this Terpfichore. In the orb

of Saturn, that Amphietus, this Polymnia.

In the eighth Iphere, that Pericionius,

this Urania. But in the foul of the world,

the noflic power, Bacchus Eribromus,

but the animating power Calliope. From

all which the Orphic theologers infer, that

the particular epithets of Bacchus are

compared with thofe of tbe Mufes on

this account, that we may underftand the

powers of the Mufes, as intoxicated with

the nectar of divine knowledge; and

may confider the nine Mufes, and nine

Bacchufcs, as revolving round one Apollo,

that is about the fplcndor of one invifible

Sun." The greater part of this fine paffage is

prcferved
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preferved by Gyraldus, in his Syntagma de

Mufis, and by N atales Comes, in his My­

rhology, but without mentioning the origi­

nal author. Now if the Hymn to the

Earth, is compared with the Hymns to

Pluto and Proferpine , the one to Ocean,

with that to Thetis; and fo of the other

elements agreeable to the preceding ac­

count, we Ihall difcover a wonderful fimili­

tude. And with relpect to the celeltial

fpheres, Silenus Bacchus, who, according to
the preceding account, fhould agree with

Mercury, is called in thefc initiations

Tf,q>;', or N ourifhmenr, and Mercury,

'ffo~"X," or N ourifher. Venus, who fhould

agree with Lyfius Bacchus, is called UfV~f"

or Occult, and <~<XTG7fAbxap.o" or lovely­

haired, and cr,",,;' Baux,o,o 7f<Xf'O'r', or vener­

able attendant of Bacchus; and Lyfius is

denominated upv,j,fyovo" or an occult off-

H4 fpring,



fjmng and ual'A,EB"pa, or fair-haired. In
like manner Trietericus Bacchus is called

'liJa,d v 'Xfv~,fx~~, or Apollo pouring golden

light, which evidently agrees with the

fun. Again, Baffarius Bacchus is celebrat­

ed as rejoicing in fwords and blood, 0,
~'~W"iV xa'f"" i;(j" C:IVCilJ"l, x, x, which plainly
correIponds with Mars, as the hymn to

that Deity evinces in a particular manner.

Sebazius and Jupiter evidently agree, for

for Sebazius is exprefsly called v;s. KfOV",

fon of Saturn. And Arnphierus is cele­

brated as moving in concert with the cir­

cling hours, 'Ev,'';'''' H/I'WV 'T, X01", e" HVHAa:UlV

i/,f"'" which correfponds with Saturn, who
is called in thefe Hymns T'7<tV, or the

Sun (c). And laftly, Dionyfius who is

called

(c) I have omitted a comparifon between the
eighth fphere and Perieionius from necefliry, be.
caufe there is no hymn among the following to that

S orb
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called in thefe Initiations Eribromus, is

denominated d'm'pcna, or two-horned, which

is alfo an epithet of Pan, or the foul of the

world. And thus much for the doctrine

of thefe Hymns, fo far as is requifite to

an introductory Differtation. What far­

ther light we have been able to throw on

thefe myfterious remains of antiquity, will

appear in our following Notes. If the

valuable Commentary of Proclus on the

Cratylus of Plato was once publifhed, I

am perfuaded we Ihould find them full of

the moll: recondite antiquity (d): but as

this

orb. And I have not contrafled Licniran Bacchus
with the lunar Sphere, becaufe the refemblance is
not apparent; though doubtlefs there is a concealed
fimilitude,

(d) This is evident from the following cpitlle of

Lucas Holflenius to P. Larnbecius, preferved by
Fabricius in that excellent work, his Bibliotheea

Grseca, tom. i.p. 117' Habeo er Orphei exemplar

non
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this is not to be expected in the prefent

age, the lovers of ancient wifdom, will I

doubt nut, gratefully accept the preced­

ing and fublequent elucidations. For on

a fubject fo full of obfuriiy as the prefenr,

a glimmering light is as confpicuous, and

as agrenble to the eye of the mind, as a

final] fpark in profound darknefs is to the

corporeal fight.

non contcmuendum, ex quo Argonautica plurimis
locis emcndavi. Auctor ille hue ufque a Criticorum

et Corrcciorum vulg0 derclictus tuum expotcere

vidctur OpCr~LJ11, Hymui autern recondite- antic: ui..
ratis plcnuiimi juflum commcnrariurn me. cntur,

quem vel i.nius I'rccli r..:riput U~iY..iJoTa tibi infiruenr,

ut ex noris mcis [1'.1 .al lullium Philofophum pro~

:ll:.icics: ne quid de cc.rcris, quos apud me habeo,

Platoniois nunc dicam, in quibus 7Y,q fl-tle~if.'I;t;

ScOAf;l'io-;q rhcfaurus later.

THE



THE

I NIT I A T ION S

o F

o R P H E U S.



TO MUSJEUS",

A T TEN D Mufz-us to my facrcd fong,
And learn what rites to facrifice belong,

Jove I invoke, the earth, and folar light,

The moon's pure fplcndor, and the flars of night;
Thee

,. As theft: Hymns, though full of the moil: recondite an­
tiquity, have never yet been commented on by anyone, the
defigu of the following notes, is to elucidate, as much as pam­
blc, their concealed meaning, and evince their agreement
with the Platonic philofophy. Hence they will be wholly of
the philofophic kind: for they who defire critical and philo10M

gical information, will meet with ample fatisfaclion in the
notes of the learned Gefner, to his excellent edition of the
Orphic Remains.

The prefeut Introduction to Mufeus, the fon of Orpheus, is,
as Gefner obfcrves, a [11mmary of the work, without being
fervilelj confined to the exact number of divinities; and the
reader will pleafe to obferve through the whole of thcfe
Hymns, that the Orphic method of infiruCl:ion confifl:s in
fignifying divine concerns by fymbcls alone. And here it
will be neceflary to [peak of philofophical mythology; as all
accurate conception of its nature, will throw a general light

Oll
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Thee Neptune, ruler of the fea profound, 5

Dark-hair'd, whofe waves begirt the folid ground;

Ceres

on the Hymns, and, 1 hope, contribute to the difperfion of
that gloom in which this Iublimc Iubjcct has been hitherto
involved, through the barbarous fyflcms of modern myrholc­
gins. Proclus then, on Plato's Republic, p. rs o, obferves, that
there arc two kinds of fables : one, accommodated to puerile
Inftitution, but the ether full of divine fury, which regards
univerfal nature more than the illgenuity of the auditors.
He then obfcrvcs that the hearers of fables, arc likcwifc to be
diflinguifhcd : for fome are of a puerile and fimpie ingenuity;
but others arc capable of rifing higher, and of efiimatillg in­
tcllcolually the genera of the Gods, their prcgrcflions through
all nature, and their various orders, which ere extended to
the urmotl bound, of the uuiverfe. Hence, £<:)'5 he, having
difh-ibuted both fables and the hearers of fualcs into 1'v\"0 parts,
we cannot allow that the fables of Homer and Hcfiod are ac­
commodated to puerile infhtution ; fince they follow the nature
and order of the univcrfc, and unite with true beings fuch
minds as arc capable of being elevated to divine ccnfidera,
tions,

Indeed nature herfelf, fabricating the images of intelligible
effcnces, and of ideas totally dcflitute of matter, purfues
this deflgn by many and various ways. For hy parts fhc
imitates things deflitutc of all part~, eternal natures by fuch
as are temporal, inteltigiblcs by fenfiblcs, fimple efil:flCeS by
fuch as arc arixt, things void of quantity by dimcnfions, and
things frab!e by unccafing mutntions : all which {he endca­
voucs to exprefs as much as fhc is able, and as much as the
aptitude of appearances will permit. Now the authors of
fables, having perceived this proceeding of nature, by invent­
ing refemblances and images of divine concerns in their vcrfcs,
imitated the exalted power of exemplars by contrary and moit

remote
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Ceres abundant, and of lovely mien,
And I'rofcrpinc infernal Fluto's queen;

remote ndumbrations : that is, by fhadowing forth the excel­
Icncy of the nature (if the G\Jds by preten1tl.tund ccnccrns : a
p()w<;:r more divine than all reafon, by fuch as are irrational .
a beauty fupcrior to all that is corporeal by things apparently
Lafe, and by this means placed before our eyes the excellence
of divinity, which far exceeds all that call poflibly be invented
or faui. After this, ill another place of the lama excellent
work; :1<: gives US rome inflnnces of the occult flgnili(';:ltio116 of
fabtcs : prcvicuily oblerving that thofc names which among us
denote ~~ worfc condition of being) and have a worfc flgnifica­
tion, when apptied to divine concerns, denote in the figments of
the FI)ets, a I11I,rc excellent nature and power. TI1U~ a bond a­
m.Ollgo men, is the impediment and retention of achcn : but in
divine concerns it infinuates a conjunction and ineffable union
with caufcs ; and hence the Satur ian bonds fignify the union of
the dcmiurgus of thc uuiverfc, with the intelligihlc and pa­
tcrnal excellence of Saturn. A falling and precipitation fig ,
nifics with us a violent motion; but in divine concerns, it
indicates a prnlific prcgrcfliou, and a prcfencc every where
loofcncd and free, which docs not dcfert its proper principle,
but depending from it pervades through every order. After
this manna, the precipitation of Vulcan i-rtimatcs the pro..

gi"CniOfl of divinity from the highdl: principle, to the extreme
ai-nficers of Icnfible things j which procefs is moved, perfect..
eel, and deduced from the firfl demiurgua and parent. Thus
too cnfh-arion in bodies which are compofed from parts and
matter, brings on a diminution of }Jower: but in primary
caufcs it fhadows forth the prcgrcflion of fuch as arc fecund­
'11')' into a fubjecl order: fince primary caufcs revolve and
produce the powers placed in their effcnccs, yet arc neither
moved through the egl'dIion of fccondar.es, nor diminifhed
by their fcparanou, nor divided by the laceration of in.
ferior-s,

The
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The huntrefs Dian, and bright Phoebus rays,
Far-darting God, the theme of Delphic praife ; 10

And Bacchus, bonour'd by the heav'nly choir,
And raging Mars, and Vulcan god of fire;
The mighty pow'r who rofe from foam to light,
And Pluto potent in the realms of night;
With Hebe young, and Hercules the fhong, '5
And you to whom the cares of births belong:
Juftice and Piety angull I call,
And much-faru'd nymphs, and Pan the god of all.
To Juno facred, and to Mem'ry fair,
And the chafle Mufes I addrcfs my pray'r; 20

The various year, the Graces, and the Hours,
Fair-haird Latona, and Dione's pow'rs ;
Armed Curctes, houfehold Gods I call,
With thofe who fpring from Jove the king of all :
Th' Ida-an Gods, the angel of the fkies, 25
And righteous Thcmis, with f..1.gacious eyes;

1Vith ancient night, and day-light I implore,
And Faith, and juflice dealing right adore;
Saturn and Rhea, and great Thetis too,
Hid in a veil of bright celcilial blue: 30

I call great Ocean, and the beauteous train
Of nymphs, who dwell in chambers of the main;
Atlas the flrong, and ever in its prime,

Vig'rous Eternity, and endlefs Time;
The Stygian pool, and placid Gods befide, 35
And various Genii, that o'er men ptefide;

Illuihious
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Illuflrious Providence, the noble train
Of dremon forms, who fill th' cerherial plain;
Or live in air, in water, earth, or fire,
Or deep beneath the foIid ground retire. 'I"
Bacchus and Semele the friends of all,

And white Leucothea of the fea I call j

Palremon bounteous, and Adrallria great,
And fweet-tongu'd ViCtory, with fuccefs elate;
Great Efculapius, ikill'd to cure difeafe, 4\
And dread Minerva, whom fierce battles pIeaft ;
Thunders and winds in mighty columns pent,
With dreadful roaring llruggIing hard for vent;
Artis the mother of the pow'rs on high,
And fair Adonis, never doom'd to die, 5'"
End and beginning he is all to all,
Thefe with propitious aid 1 g-ently call;
And to my holy Clcrifice invite,
The pow'r who reigns in dcepcft hell and night;
I call Einodian Hecate, lovely dame, 5;
Of earthly, war'ry, and celeflial frame,
Sepulchral, in a faflron veil array 'd,
l'Jeas'd with dark ghoih that wander thro' the (hade;

Vcr. 55.J Jo Diac. Allcgor. ad H~fiodi Theog, p. 262.
cites this line, upon which, and hymn lxxi. 3. he obfcrvcs.
f,'JelC'l(<t), 'tev 'O~<j>€a xa.l 'l'~Y T'tXHN 'APTEMIN '7l';07Il.yofSUOY":",

ll'~),J xah'l1l' IEAHNHN EKATHN i..e. ",1 find that Orpheus calls
Fortune Artemis. or Diana, and alfo the Muon) !1';:(,.HC."

1 Perfian,
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Fenian, unconquerable huntrefs hail!

The world's key-bearer never doonr'd to fail; 60

On the rough rock to wander thee delights,
Leader and nurfe be prefenr to our rites;

Propitious grant our juft defires fuccefs
Accept our homage, and the ineenfe blefs,

I-

TO THE GODDESS PROTHYRJEA·.

The FUMIGATION from S10HAX.

O Ve ncrablc goddefs, hear my prny 'r,
For labour pains arc thy peculiar "arc;

In thee, when ilretch'd upon the bed of grief,
The [ex as in a mirror view relief.
Guard of the race, end ued with gentle mind, 5
To hel plcfs youth, benevolent and kind;

Benignant nourifher ; great Nature's key

Belongs to no divinity but thee.

Vcr. 59' J Diodorus informs us that Diana, who is to he
underflood by this epithet, was vcry much worfhipped
by the Pcrfians, and that this gadder's was called Pcrfrea in
his Time. See more concerning this epithet in Gyrald.
Syntag. ii. p. 36!.

• An epithet of Dicna's, albdil~g- to her prdiding over gate?)
and being as it WtTC the gate-keeper of life. It is remarkable
that the firfl: of rhcfe Hymns fhould he addreffcd to thc goddefs
who uthcrs ill our cxiflencc, and the Iaf] to Death. This
certainly proycs the collection is complete.

, Thou
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Thou dwell'Il with all immanifefl to fight,
Aud folemn feilivals are thy delight. I a
Thine is the tafk to loofe the virgin's zone,
And thou in ev'ry work art feen and known.
With births you Iympathize, tho' pleas'd to fee
The numerous offspring of fertility;
When rack'd with nature's pangs and fore dif-

flrefs'd, II'

The fex invoke thee, as the foul's fure refl ,
For thou alone cau'fl give relief to pain,
·Which art attempts to eafe, but tries in vain;
Affi1ling goddefs, venerable pow'r,
Who bring'it relief in labour's dreadful hour; 10

Hear, bleffed Dian, and accept my pray'r,
And make the infant race thy conflant care,

II.

TON I G H T.

The FUMIGATION with 'I'ORcHES.

N I GH T , parent goddefs, fource of fweet repofe,
. From whom at Brit both Gods and men arofc,
Hear, bleffed Venus, deck'd with flarry light,
In fleep's deep Iilence dwelling Eben night!
Dreams and foft eafe attend thy dufky train, 5
Pleas'd with the length'ned gloom and feaflful ftrain ,

IJ. Ver. 3.J Sec the reafon why Night is called venus,
in the notes to hymn, v. to Protogonus,

1 z Difl()!"ing
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Diifoiving anxious care, the. friend of Mirth,
'With darkling courfers riding round the earth.
Goddefs of phantoms and of fhadowy play,
Whofe drowfy pow'r divides the nar'ral day: 10

By Fate's decree you conilant fend the light
To deepefl hell, remote from mortal fight;
For dire Neccflity which nought withflands,
Inveils the world with adamantine bands.
Be prcfenr, Goddefs, to thy fuppliant's pray'r, 15
Dciir'd by all, whom all alike revere,
Illeifed, benevolent, with friendly aid
l)j(pell the fears of Twilight'S dreadful {hade.

III.

T 0 H E A V E N.

The FU1>IIGATION from FRAI\KI:\,CFl',SE.

G R E AT Heav'n, whofe mighty frame no refpite
knows,

Fathe r of all, from whom the world arofc :
Hear, bounteous parent, fource and end of all,
Forever whirling round this earthly ball;
Abode of Gods, whofe guardian pow'r furrounds 5
Th' eternal World with ever during bounds;

.HI. V cr • .),J rVhoJ~ gtl.7t'dion p07t'er [nrrounds, &c. and v. ii .
.d/I-fi~i!lg Heo';)tn, ;, 'HI >Of1Jio~ Jie~H~; ;;f/)~ xed ?Tdn'W~_ 4'vX«i; aTliu
Rb,ITa" Damafcius 1T£e~ aexw~. i. e. "according to Orpheus,
Heaven is the infpectcr and guardi:"lIl of all things."

Whof~
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Whofe ample bofom and encircling fold.
The dire necefliry of nature holds,
}Etherial, earthly, whofc all-various frame
Azure and full of forms, no power can tame. 10

All-feeing Heav'n, progenitor of Time',
Forever blefled, hity fublime,

Propitious on a novel myIlic fhine,

And crown his wiflies with a life divine.

TO

IV.

FIR E.

The FUMIGATION from SAFFRON.

O Ever unrarri'd Fire, who reign'it on high
In Jove's dominions ruler of the Iky ;

The glorious fun with dazzling Iuflre bright,

And moon and Ilars from thee derive their light;
All taming pow'r, retherial fhining fire, 5
Whofe vivid blafls the heat of life inipire :

III. 'ver. 9'] We have already obferved in our Dlffertation,
that according to the Platcnlfls, fubordinate natures are con ..
rained in the fupreme, and fuch as are fupreme in the fubordi..
nate: and this doctrine which is originally Egyptian, is men­
tioned by Proclus in Tim. p. '1t92. as OrphicaJ. frJ i'"~ xd, h)'1;
~e4~O' xal h Je~nf: '{ii, J("' !Y'Tlt'iJ8tt f'e~ 0H'dJlOr xaOyjr,JU;, uur J'E JrlUtMl~

"I'ii. i, e. "heaven is in earth, and earth in heaven; but here
heaven fubfifis in an earthly manner, and there earth in a.
celcfbial manner."

.. Saturn.

I 3 Tht"
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The world's befl elernenr, light_bearing pow'r,
With {larry radiance fhining, fplendid flow'r,

a hear my fuppliant pray'r, and may thy frame
Be ever innocent, ferene, and tame. 10

v.
PRO TOG 0 NUS,

Or the FIRST-BoRN.

The FUMIGATION from MYRRH.

O Mighty firfl-begotten, hear my pray'r,

Two-fold, egg-born, and wand'ring thro' the

au',
Bull·

Ver. r.] Fitjl..Jegot/#!/, and v, ii, Egg~b()rll. According to
Orpheus, as related by Syrianus in Metaph.Arlfloe. p 114, the
firfl: principle of all things is Unity or the Good itfelf, and af,
ter this the Duae, or J,£ther and Chaos, fubfifts, accordino- to
Pythogoras. The Brit of thefe, or EtherJ approaches to a
fimilitude of the one itfelf and is the reprefentarive of bound ;
the other, Chaos, comprehends in its effeuce multitude
and infinity. Afterwards (fays Syrianus ) the. firfl: and fecrer
genera of the Gods fubfifls, among which the Brit apparent
is the king and father of the univerfe, 'whom on this account
they call Phancs. Now this firD: and fccret genet::! f\f the
Gods, is no other than all the demiurgical and intelleClual
ideas, confidered as proceeding to the production of the
Jenfible Wor-ld, from -their occult fubfifl:ence in ./Ether and
Chaos, whofe mutual connection Orpheus reprefents un­
der the fymbol of an egg t ul~on the exclufion of which egg,
by night confidered as a principle, the God Phanes came forth,
who is hence denominated Protogonus. .6.10 xttl 7fae' 0f't'fT
q ~4~ll;' 7J'Efl~aAhiQ; ai8ito~ viQ' o...·0fJ.d.~ETI:tl, ~Ct~ tl~gQ' "Eeltl",

f'l"
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Bull-rcarer, glorying in thy golden wings,
From whom the race of Gods and mortals (pring',

Ericapseus,

SaY5 Proclus in Tim. ii. p. 132. l. e. ,~ on this account Phanea
is called hy Orpheus, the fon uf beautiful ather, and tender
Love." There is lib cvvifc another valuable :J,dfagc on this lul!M
jcel: from Proclus, ill Tim. P' 291. as follows. (l Orpheus deli­
vers the kings of the Gods, who prefidc over the univerfe ac­
cording to a perfect number j Phancs, Night, Heaven, Saturn,
jupiter, Bacchus. 1"01" Phanes is firfl adorned with a fccptcr,
is the 11rft l<.itlg, and the celebrated Ericaprcus. But the fc­
cond king is Night, who receives the fceptrc from the father
Phanes. The third is Heaven, inveiled with government from
Night. The fourth Saturn, the cppreffor as they fa)' of his
father. The fifth is Jupiter, the ruler of his father. And the
flxth of thcfe is Bacchus. But all there kings having a fupernal
origin from the intelligible and intellectual Gods, are received
into the middle orders, and in the world, hath which they
adorn. For Plumes is not only among the intelligible Gods',
but alfo among the intelleclual ones; in the demiurgic order,
and among the Iuper-mundane and mundane Gods. And
Xight and Heaven in a fimilar manner: for the peculiarities
of thcfc ere rceived though all the middle orders. But with.
refpeCt to the great Saturn himfelf has he not an order prior
to that of Jupiter, and likewife poflerior to the jovial killg,
diilrlbuting the Dionyfiacal adminiftratiou (~Il~Ib'ei'[a) together
with the other Titans? and this indeed ill a different manner
in the heavens and in thillgg above the moon. And differently
in the inerratic flare and in the planets; and in a Iimilar man...
net Jupiter and Bacchus." Now on comparing the prefent
hymn, and the hymns to Night, Heaven, Saturn and Jupiter
together, we {hall find them celebrated as the fcurces of all
things j and Bacchus is cxprefsly called Protogonus.

Ver. 3.J Boll-roarer, Phaues, who, according to the pr,::,
~rriing account, is the author of the fcofiblc world, is reprc~

I 4 fcntcd
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Ericapeus, celebrated pow'r, 5
Ineffable, occult, all fhining flow'r.
From eyes obfcure thou wip'ilthe gloom of night,
All-fpreading fplendour, pure and holy light;
Hence Phanes caIl'd, the glory of the fky,

On waving pinions thro' the world you fly. IO

Priapus, dark-ey'd fplendour, thee I fing,
Genial, all-prudent, ever-blcfled king,

fen ted by Orpheus (for the purpofe of fhadowing forth the
caufal, not the temporal production of the univerfe ) as adorn..
ed with the heads of a ram, a bull, a ferpent, and a lion, Now
Mithrae, according to the Perfian theology as related by Per­
phory de antra Nymph, is the father and creator of all
things~ And he informs us that the ancient priefls of Ceres
called the Moon who is the queen of generation 7"Vgcc or a
Bull (p , 2.62.) and P: 265 we xed 0 7aVl:0C ~1JfA'I~O,6, Q;y 0 M[9Cet t;•

• ttl rfV~(TeW" C'EO"nOT'l'. i e. U M ithras as well as the Dull is the
demiurgus of the univerfe, and the lord of gcucranon ' The
reafon therefore is obvious why Phanes is called Bull..roarer.
Hence too hom the account (,)1' Phanes given by Proclus, it
follows that what that divinity is in the intelligible, that
Thetis mull be in the feufible world. For Thetis according
to Proclus, lih. v, in TImseum is nes7'uTd,1tJ GE4iV, Xctl neoyoyo:,
or the moil: ancient and progenitor of the Gods: and Thetis

the mother of Venus, and Protogouus the father of Nigbt.
Venus therefore in tac fenflb le world is the fame as ,t..:l'ight in
the intelligible; and the reafon is evident why Night in .thcfe
Hymns ie called Venus. I cannot conclude this note without
obferving how rnuchj t is to he lamented that the Platcnical
writers are fa little. known and underftood in the prcfent age:
for Iurely if thefe valuable works had been confulted, it would
have appeared that Protogonus and Noah refembled each other
as much as the ancient and modern phiJofophy; or as much
ali an ancient commentator OJl Plato, and a modem lI-:f),tl'ologiJ!.

With
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With joyful afpect on our rights divine

And holy faerifice propitious Ihine,

T 0

VI.

THE S TAR S.

The FUMIGATION from AROMATICS.

W I T H holy voice I call the Ilars on high,

Pure facred lights and genii of the fky,
CeleHial Hal's, the progeny of Night,
In whirling circles beaming far your light,
Refulgent rays around the heav'ns yc throw, 5
Eternal fires, the fource of all below.
With flames fignificant of Fate ye fhine,
And aptly rule for men a path divine.
In feven bright zones ye run with wond'ring flames,
And heaven and earth eompofe your lucid frames: 10

With courfe unwearied, pure and fiery bright

forever ihining thro' the veil of Night.

Hail twinkling, joyful, ever wakeful fires!

Propitious ihine on all my jufl defires ;

Vcr. ro. J Am! heaven and ~arth, &c. It is an Orphic and.
Pythagoric opinion that the Ilara are inhabited; on which ac­
count they are called in this hymn, earthly. But the greaten
geniufes of antiquity were ef the fame opinion; fuch as Anax..
agoras. Arifbarchus, Heraclitus, Plato, &c. and among the
Platoniils not a few, (IS Alcinous, Plctlnua, and Plutarch.
Th.dcs too is [aid to have called the fiarlearthly, bywhich it if
probable he wall of the fame opinion.

Thefe
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Thefe facred rites regard with confcious rays, 15
And end our works devoted to your praife,

VII.

TOT H E SUN.

Th. FI/MIGATION from FKANKINCENSE and MANNA.

HEAR golden Titan, whofe eternal eye
With broad furvey, illumines all the fky :

Self- born, un wearied in diffufing light,

And to all eyes the mirrour of delight:

Lord of the feafons, with thy fiery car S
And leaping courfers, beaming light from far:
Vlith thy right hand the fource of morning light,
And with thy left the father of the night.
Agile and vig'rons, venerable Sun,
Fiery and bright around the heav'ns you run. 10

Foe to the wicked, but the good man's guide,

O'er all his fleps propitious yOll prcfidc :
'With various-founding, golden lyre, 'tis thine
To fill the world with harmony divine.

Vcr, 7.) ;'Vit!; thy r~c;ht hand, &c. Proclus in lib. vi. Theel.
Plat. p. 380, fays that thofe who are fkilled in divine concerns.
attr-ibute two hands ee the Sun; denominating o,IIC the
right hand) the other the left.

Father
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father of ·ages, guide of profp'rous deeds, 15
The world', commander, borne by lucid {leeds,

Immortal Jove, all-fearchiug, bearing light,
Source of exiftencc, pure and fiery bright:
Bearer of fruit, almighty lord of years,
Agil and warm, \\'h0111 ev'ry pow'r reve-res. so
Great eye of Nature and the Iiarry fkies,
Doom'd with immortal flames to fer and rife:
Difpenfing j uflice, lover of the Ilream,
The world's great dctpot, and o'er all fupreme,
Faithful defender, and the eye of right, 25
Of {leeds the ruler', and of life the light:
With founding whip four fiery {leeds you guide,
When in the car of day you glorious ride.

Propitious on thefe myftic labours fhine,
And blefs thy fuppliants with a life divine. 30

VeT. 17.J Immortal 10'/J(. According to the Orphic cand
Platonic philofophers, the Sun is the fame in the fcnflble, -as
Apollo in the intellectual, and Good in the intelligible World,
Hence Proclus in Theel. Plat. p. 2.89. from the occult union
fubfiiling between Good, Apollo, ann the Suo, calls the Sun
f3(1,"'I).~V~ 78 '1Ta~')o~, or king of the nniverfe r and it is well known
that Jupiter is the demiurgus of the world. S\) that the Sun
in perfect conformity to this Theology is called immortal
Jove.

Ver. :25.J Faifhful difmdtr. Proclus, lib. v, in Tlmeum, In­
forms us in the words of Orpheus !", ~"IO~ f'oEY f'iTf:r1tlcre 'r"r~
t"Aolq, & (;lJfhltl~yoq, U, 4'uAa~a dr.YTo~ J'Ti(!~E1 "ii\E1J:1E 76 qy(lofr~

:htui:rC"EIV. "That the demiurgusplaced the Sun in the uni­
verfc, and fabricated him as ita irlardian, commanding him
to i;;~)v¢rn all things,"

VIII.
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VIII.

TOT HE 1\1 0 0 N".

The FUMIGATIGN from AROMATICS.

HEAR, Goddefs queen, diffuiing iilver lighl,
Bull-horn'd and wand'ring thro' the gloom of

Night.
With

• The Moon is called in thie Hymn both Q'"f"ll~" and f-'IlVIl: the
former of which words figuifies the Moon in the language of
the Gods; and the latter is the appellation given to her by
Men, as the following Orphic fragment evinces.

M~O"a.lo ~. """~~ ra:,/u, J1Ht~,'rO'l, nrn II'AJ1l'IlY
lASawl"Ta, It>..n~lJ:7n', i,"lX86~,o, ~~ 1'.1: MIlYIl1'.
un 1tr;~>..· OV~E EXU, ?TOA),: a'~t:a;J ,"0)..).(£ f<-i>..a.9 f tt .

That is, 'IBut he (Jupiter) fabricated another boundlefs earth,
which the immortal. call Selene, but Men, Mene , Which has
many mountains, many cities, many houfes.' Now this dif,
lerence of names arifes, according to the Platonic philofopht:rs.
from the difference fubfifling between divine and human know,
ledge. For (fay they) as the knowledge ofthe Gods is different
{rom that of pal ticular fouls , fo wi.th refpecb to names feme
are divine, exhibiting the whole effence of that which is nam­
ed ; but othe-rs are human, which only partially unfolds their
lignification. But a larger account of this curious particular,
i! given by Proclus, in Theel. Plat. p. 69. as follows, There
are three kinds ef names: the firfl: and moil: proper. and which
are truly divine, fubfift in the Gods themfelves. But the fe­
conn which are the refemblancea of the firfr, having an Intel­
Ieclual fubfiflence, muft he cfteemed.of divine condition. And
the third kind which emanate from Truth itfelf, but are formed
Into words for the purpofe cf difceurfe, receiving the lafl; flgui­
fication of divine concerns, arc enunciated by fkillful mcn;

at
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With Ilars furroundcd, and with circuit wide

Night's torch extending, thro' the heav'ns you ride'
Female and Male with borrow'd rays you thine, 5
And now full-orb'd, now tending to decline.
Mother of ages, fruit-producing Moon,
Whofe amber orb makes Night's reflected noon:

at one time by a divine afflatus, at another time by li:llcrgifing
intclleclually, and generating the images of internal rrc&ack~
moving in a difcurfive proceflicn. For as the dtmlUrg1c intcl­
ItCt reprelents about matter the fignifications of primary forms
comprehended in its eflence : temporal fignatures of things c­
ternal j divifib!e rcprcfcntatives of things in diviflble, and oro­
duces as it were fhadowy referabiances of true beiugs : ;ru'r
the fame manner r think the fcience vee p<Olrref", framing an in­
tellcccual action, fabricates by difcourfe both the rdcu;;;i;)r,cn'
of other things, and of the Gods themfelvcs. So. that it fa!hj()f,s
by corupofition, that which .;n the Gods is void or compofitior :
that whichisfimplcbyvaricty ; and that which is united ~'j rnul­
titude. And by this formation of !J:,mlCS it demonfb-atcs ill the
LIft place the images of divine concerns. And as the rheurp-ic '
art provokes by certain fi:;ns, fuperuc l illuminatioll into artificial
ftatutes, and allures tilt: uncnvyiug goodnefs of the Ccds ; in
the fame manner the iutel!e...1ua.l fcicnce of divine concerns,
figllifies the occult offence of the God by the comr0!itiolls and
divifions of founds.

Ver. 2. ] Bnll-borned, for the myflical reafon of this appella­
tion, fee note to the third line, (If the Hymn to Prorogonua,

Ver. 5. J Female mid Mole, This is not wonderful, fince accord.
iug to the fragment of Ficinus in this Diflcrtntion, a ll fouls and the
celcitial fpheres arc endued with a two-fold power, noftic and
animating ; one of which is male ..md rhe other female, And
tbefe epithets arc perpetually occurr-ing in the Orphic Initia..
tiona,

LOver
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Lover of horfes, tplendid, queen of Night,

All-feeing pow'r bedeck'd with ftarry light. lO

Lover of vigilance, the foe of i1:rife,
In peace rejoicing, and a prudent life:

Fair lamp of Night, its ornament and friend,

Who giv'i1: to Nature's works their deftin'd end.
Q!!een of the Iiars, all-wife Diana hail! 15
Deck'd with a graceful robe and (hining veil;

Come, blcifed Goddefs, prudent, flarry, bright,
Come mao ny-lamp with chafte and fplendid light,
Shine on thefe facred rites with profp'rous rays,

And pleas'd accept thy fuppliaut's myilic praifc.

T 0

IX.
NAT U R E*.

The FUMIGATJON from ARO){ATICS..

N AT UR E , all parent, "nc;cut, and divine,

o much-mechanic mother, art is thine;
Heav'nly

VIIf. Ver, 14.J j171JO gf<t'jI to .Nafllrc',r -roorl:s, &c. In -he
original it is 'r'Ar!1'4'0~O~j i. e. brillging to an end. And Proclus in
Theal. Plat. P' 48 3-informs us that Diana (who is the fame wit h
the Moon) is fo carted, becaufe fhe finifhes or pcrfeccs the effen­
tial pet feelion of matter.

.. Nature, according to the theologuis, as related by Proclus,
in Tim. P' iv. is the laft: of the demiurgic caufcs of this fcnfihlc
world, and the boundary of the latitude of incorporeal cffcnccs :
and is full of reafons and powers, by which {he govern$ the uni­
vcrfe, every where connecting parts with their wholes Hence

Nature
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Heav'nly, abundant, venerable queen,
III ev'l'y part of thy dominions feen,

Nature is reprefented in this Hymn as turning the Ilill traces of
her feet with a fwift whirling. For fince fhe is the laIl of the
demiurgic caufes, her operations aptly fymbolize with the
traces of feet. New the reafon why the epithets of much­
mechanic, all-artifb, connecting', all..wife, providence, &c~

arc given to nature, which evince her agreement with Minerva,
is bccaufe that Gadders, according t c the Orphic ~heologr, fa­
bricared the variegated veil of nature, from that wifdom and
virtue of which fhe is the prefiding divinity. And Proclus in­
forms us, that the connects all the parts of the univcrfe together:
containing in herfelf intelleclual Iife, hy which {he illuminates
the whole, and unifying powers by which fhc fuperlntends all

the oppofing natures of the world. Nature, therefore, from her
connecfing, and unifying power, and from her plenitude of
Ieminal reafons, has an evident agreement with Minerva ;
whore divine arts accord in:; tot he Orphic theology, reduce what­
ever in the univcrfe is diicordant and different, into union aud
confent,

Again, agreeable to this theolog-y, primary natures impart
their.gifts to fuch as art: fecondary by an abundant illumination.
and effects are cflablifhed in the cnufes from which they Fro.
ceed : fa that iu the obfcure language of Heraclitus.ali things arc
one, and oae all things, Hence Nature though the Jdl: of the
dcmlurgic caufes, is with perfect conformity to this Jymbolical
Theology, fard to be both communicable aud incommunicable;
without a father and at the fame time the father of her own
being. For confidercd as full of operative rcafons, fhe is corn­
mun.cable to every fenfihle nature: but confldered as the repre~

fentative of divine unity, the ia incommunicable. And in
like manner as fymbolifing with the firtl:caufc, fhc is beth v.... Ith­
cut any origin, and at the fame time the fource of her own ef...
fence.

Unram'd
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Vntam'd, all-taming, everfplendid light, 5
All ruling, honor'd, and fuprcmly bright.
Immortal, firfl-born, ever Dill the fame,
Nocturnal, flarry, ihining, glorious dame.

Thy feet'. frill traces in a circling courfe,
By thee are turn'd, with unremitting force. 10

Pure ornament of all the pow'rs divine,

Finite and infinite alike you fhine ,
To all thing. common and in all things known,
Yet incommunicable and alone,

Without a father of thy wond'rous frame, 15
Thyfe1f the father whence thy effcnce came.
All-fiourifhing, connecting, mingling foul,
Leader and ruler of this mighty whole.
Life-bearer, all-fuflaining, various nam'd,

And for commanding grace and beauty fam'd. 20

juflice, fuprcme in might, whofe general fway

The waters of the refilefs deep obey.

}Etherial, earthly, for the pious glad,
Sweet to the good, but bitter to the bad.
All-wire, all bounteous, provident, divine, 25
,A rich increafe of nutriment is thine;

Yer, lZ.J Filliteandit;jinitc, &c. Philolaus according to Dc­
metrius (in Laer-t.) puhiifhed a ducourfc concerning Nature, of
which this if; the bt~ginlljng: <t~;"I<;' o~ E~ TIfJ xt~F'P ai'f.l.6x8n ~?

':171f:;0' 7f KcJ mgtHI'G"'r«"V, ;u:t.! ~),@.- ;dc/J.o~ ;(,>:.1 'Td h (l.tl7~ ,"aVTtI..

.i. c. H Nature, and the whole world, and whatever it contains,
are aptly connected together from in finites and finites."

.'\nd
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Father of all, great nurfe, and mother kind,
Abundant, blefled, all-Ipermaric mind:
Mature, impetuous, from whofe fertile feeds
And plaflic hand, this changing fcene proceeds. 30
All-parent pow'r, to mortal eyes unfeen,
Eternal, moving, all-fagacious queen.
By thee the world, whofe parts in rapid flow,

Like fwifr defcending flreams, no refpite know,

On an eternal hinge, with fleady courfe 35
Is whirl'd, with matchlefs, unremitting force.
Thron'd on a circling car, thy mighty hand
Holds and directs, the reins of wide command.
Various thy eflence, honord, and the befl,

Of judgement too, the general end and ref], 40

Vcr. 33. ] By thee the 'world, Bee. Since the world has an ex..
tC:lded aud compofite eflence, and is on this account continual­
ly feparated [rom itfelf, it can alone be connected by'a certain
indivifiblG virtue infufcd from the divine unity. Again, fince
from a natural appetite, it is ever orderly moved towards
good, the nature of fuch an appetite and motion rnuf] originate
from a divine intellect and goodnefs. But Iince, from its mate­
rial imperfection, it cannot receive the whole of divine infinity
at once, but in a manner accommodated to its temporal nature ;
it can only derive it gradually and partially, as it were hy drops,
in a momentary fucceflion. So that the corporeal world is in
a continual nate of flowing and formation, but never poflcffes
real beiug ; and iii like the image of a lofty tree Ieee in a rapid
torrent, which has the appearance ofa tree without the reality;
and 'which teems to endure perpetually the fame, yet is con­
tinually renewed by the continual renovation of the Ilream.

K Intrepid,
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Inuepid, f<l~al, all-fubduing (Lime)

Lifc-cl'cl'bflin(T, Pnr.:a, breaihin« Ha:l1e.
. b "

Immortal, Providence, the world is thine,

And thou art all things, architect divin-.

o bleflcd Gadders, hear thy fuppli .nt's pray'r, 4,
And m.ikc my future life, rhy conflanr carc ;

Give plenteous fcafons, and n.dlicient wealth,

And crown my days with laJ"ting peace and health.

T 0

x.
PAN"

The FUMIG,.TJON from V.'\RIOUS ODOURS.

I Call firong Pan, the fubtiancc of the whole,

Etherial, marine, earthly, gCllcnll roul,
Immortal firc , for all the wor-ld is thine,

.\nd all arc parts of thee, 0 p.\w'r .Iivinc,

~ Pan, it is wcl! knowr-, is the f:H;H~ V,·::11 ihc U;li"t:r1..·, ;\1':<1

i- culled by Orpheus 7r~OTCi'O\~; (Protozonuav, as we »rc informed
hy Damufcius r.~f~ dO~_[";~' Now .TUrittT jf' dll~ urFhic: ~hcn~o::.y,

~~ i.he demiurgus of the urivcrfc, Of filif. i,ltdkd; alld Apo.lo,
iu the iutcllcciua l wor!d, is the fame \\':l~: ]~:pit,.'i, 3S \'< L<I"t'
{hewn in our tWtC3 to the Sun. i-i,.'llC« rlu: rca1'p:, is c:hi/,u's
\'.-1Iy Pan is called i:1 this Hymn, :dl-Lrti1.,; F;;::,::ll. And if ','.(;

~,-'mp:'r.re the Orphic fragmei,r., ;~;\'d) in tile LiJr":·t·:~ti(~:,, \\'ith
th~ prefent Hymn, we fhail find a nr;kirli~ rctcmblcucc : ;l.~ ti-c
}(;l<~::: and father of univcrfe, Protogcu.ns or ];lV:!r:\' j~ rherc
cctcbrntcd as b:i,;g all t.i"L;r;;:;s j and is rq.;:cknu< l.';~~,-."" c}:l:

ryn~hol of a d;YI~:C body, whofc mcmbc-s arc the ·;:.:·;"l:S j<:n~

of ~Ll' \':nr:d,
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Come, blefled Pan, whom rural haunts delight, 5

Come, leaping, agile, wand'ring, i1arry light;

The Hours and Seafons wait thy high command,

And round thy throne in graceful order Iland,

Goat-footed, horned, Bacchanalian Pan,
Fanatic pow'r, from whom the world began, J:)

vVhofe various parts by thee infpir'd, combine

In endlefs dance and melody divine.

In thee a refuge from our fears we find,
Thofe fears peculiar to the human kind.

Thee Ihcpherds, flreams of water, goats rejoice, I;
Thou lov'ft the chace, and Echo's fcc ret voice:
The fportive nymphs, thy ev'ry Ilcp attend,
And all thy works fulfill their dclliri'd end.
o all-producing pow'r, much-fam'd, divine,

The world', great ruler, rich incrcafc is thine. 20

All-fertile Pa-an, heav'nly fplcndor pure,
In fruits rejoicing, and in caves obfcure.

1~ " 1 ' '''".1..

Ver. ID.] Etl·/ J fieI'd 'Voice. Phurnutue informs us) that Pall
is reported to dwell ill folitary places, for the purpofc of C·..inc­
ing his unity. For the World is one, and only-begotten ..
Opulc. MythoJ. p, 203'

Vcr, Ii.] TlgfjlortinJe nymphs. This is bccaufe Pan rejoices
in the exhalations produced from humid fubilanccs : without
which the world cannot fubfifl, P,511rflltflu.

Ver.21.,J In caves olf:ure. A cave, as we learn from Por­
phyry, de Antro Nympharum, is an apt Cymbal of the material
world; fines it is agreeable a t its firft entrance on account of

K z iti



True ferpent-horned Jove, whofe dreadful rage

When rous'd, 'tis hard for mortals to aflwage,
By thee the earth wide-bofom'd deep and long, 25
Stands on a bafis permanent and i1:rong..

Th' unwearied waters of the rolling fea,

Profoundly fpreadil1g, yield to thy decree.

Old Ocean too reveres thy high command,

Wliofe liquid arms begirt the folid land. 30

The Ipacious air, whofe uutrimcnr.il fire,

And vivid blafls, the heat of life infpire ;

The lighter frame of fire, whore fparkling eye

Shines on the fummit of the azure fky,
~ubmit alike tv thee, whore general ';vay 35
All parts of matter, various forru'd, obey.

it-, participar ion of form) but. is involved in tht' dcepefl obfcurity
to the illteJh~(lual eye, which endeavours to difcern its dark
foundutiou. So that, like a cave, its exterior and fupcrficial
p:,ru, :,;'1.: plcafant : but its intericur rans are oufcure, and its
vc. y bottom, darknefs itfelf.

Vcr, 23' ] 'Tntt: .re1"/,tlJi~l'omd Jr-·vc. The r cafon wby Pan is
horned, is, becaufc Jove is the mingler of 311 things, accord­
il1g to Orpheus, as we [ear-n from .Tn. Diac. Allcgor. in Hcfiod.
op. 3°5; and the word x<e~"n; is as Gc iuer obfcrves, der-ived
[rum the verb :((;dH~·;1.W ro mingle: [0 that horns are au occult
fymhol of the l1lir,gling and tempering powa of th e demiurj.?;lls
of the wor-ld, But the Jiteralllleaniflg of the word x£;~rhc

is horned fcrpent ; and nne (If the heads of Protogonus is that
of a fer pent. Ws milY add that Pall coafidcrcd U~ the foul of
the world, is with grc"t propriety callcd jove ; fincc that ap~

pcllaticn is giveu by Orpheus to the mundane foul.

All
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All nature's change thro' thy protc:S'ting care,
And all mankind thy lib'ral bounties fhare :
For thefe wherc'cr difpers 'd thro' boundlcfs Ipace,

Stili find thy providence fupport their race. 40

Come, Bacchanalian, bleficd power draw near,
Fanatic Pan) thy humble fuppliaut hear,
Propitious to thefe holy rites attend,

And grant my life may meet a profp'rous end;

Drive panic Fury too, wherever found, 55
From human kind, to earth '5 remotefl: bound.

T 0

XI.

HER C U L E S.

The FUMIGATION from FRANKINCE"E.

H E AR, pow'rful, Hercules untam'd and flrong,

To whom vaft hands, and mighty works belong,

Almighty Titan, prudent and benign,
Of various forms, eternal and divine,

Father of Time, the theme of gen'ral praife, 5
Ineffable, ador'd in various ways.

M.tgnanimous, in divination Ikill'd,
And in the athletic labours of the field.

'Tis thine (hong archer, all thing:; to devour,
Supreme, all-helping, all-producing pow'r; 10

To thee mankind as their deliv'rer pray,

Whofe arm can chafe the favage tribes away:

K 3 Uuwearyd
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Unwc .ry'd, earth's beil: blofforn, offspring Iair,

'To whom calm peace, and peaceful works are dear.
sar.

Ver. I). J E.'l!'tY,r 611 bfofjQm. Since, according to the Or­
pl.ic dl(:o\ogy, there ;l1"C two worlds, the intelligible and the
fcnfihlc, the [MIner of which is the fc.urcc of the latter; fOl ae­
cfll'lij,·,g to the fame: theology, the £rft coutaius in a primary,
caulal, and intellectual manner, what the fccond comprehends
fccondarily and fenfibly. Hence it contains an intellectual hea­
ven and earth, not like the materia], c:x.ifiillg- in place) and ,lf~

fec1cd with the circulations of Time; but [uhfiilir·,g imrnate­
rially in the Hable cflence of eternity. In this divine world,
another fun, and moon, and ftars fhine with intelic&ual1ight;
for every thing there is perfectly lucid, light contiaually millgl~

ing with light. There, as Plotinus divinely obfervcs, every fral'
ia a fan: aud though all things are beheld in (.:ver~' thing, yet
fome things are more excellent than others. Now from this
iutcllcclual heaven and earth, refident in Phancs, the: king and
father of tbc univerfe, Orpheus.accordingto Procius, derives the
orders of the Gods, fubordinatc to this fenfible heaven and
earth : aud among theft: he relates the following pr0geny of
the intellcclual earth, as preferved by Pro cius in his excellent
Commentary en the T'imssus, p. 295, and by Athenagoraa
in A pol. ., She produced fcven beautiful pure virg-ins with
voluble eyes, and [even fOIlS, ;:111 of them kings, and covered
with downy hair j the daughters are Thcmie and prudent
Tethys, and fair-haired Mnemofyue, and bleffed Thea j ccge­
thcr wit h Dione, hnviug an illufh-ious Form, and Phcehe and
Rhea the mother of king Jupiter. But this illuflt-ious earth
ocucratcd cclcftia! fens, which arc alfo firnamed Titans, be­
~'all[e they took revenge on the great fiarry heaven j and thefe
arc C::C1l5 and great. Crreus, and r obufb Phcrcys, and Saturn, and
Ocean, and Hyperion, and Iapetus." Now Hercules is celebrat­
ed in this Hymn as the Sun, as the nineteenth and twentieth
lines particularly eViJ1Cl~ j and the Sun is the fame with Hype-

rion ;
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Self.born, with primogenial fire' you fhine, 15

And various names and l1:rcngth of heart arc thine.

Thy mighty hc.«l fu..porrs the morning light,

And bears untam'd, the filcnt gloomy night;

From call to wet] endu'd with ilrcngth divine,

Twelve glorious Lbours to abfolve is thine; 20

r ion j hence the l't aton is obvious why Her-cules is called
" earth's hdl bioffcm." And we finll fir.d thnt Saturn in the
fl)i:ovvitl[; hym:l is c~d;(:d " btotfom of the earth;" and Theruis,
ill Hymn 1'3, "Y()~I0:'('blon',):n (;1' the earth ." and the Titans, in
Hymn 30, " the ilhuir.ous prognl)' of hcuvcn and earth."

Vcr. I). J Witb pri!/I(j,~·t}li,d /"~''< j'fJllj];i l }<.'. Sine",' the i:ltelIigi~

ble worid, 'which, as v;:; have alr-eady obtcrvcd, was prcdnced
from lEther <trod Chaos, is llc~hi:lg: elfe than the eon:prchcn(ion
of all the d"nlllHgi..: i.lcas in the divine mind, which is, accord­
ing: to Orpheus, the Cud Pha1J(;~,,; it remains that the Icnfible
world, which is but the image 'r:J N~,~1'b' nu.e(J.'t.:y,ua.1'O~of an
intelligible paradigm, Ihou ttl be produced according to its fimif i,
tude, and filL':ll with its projlcr divinities. Now Phanes, the
author of the Icnfiblc world, is reprcfcnted by Orpheus (for the
purp.Tc of fymbolicnlly n:;)l'CD'::ltilq:; the caufal proouclioll of
the uuiverfe] as adorned with the heads of various animals. Ac,
cording to A tl.cnagcras, with the head of a dr:lgon, of a lion, and
the couutcnaucc of the God himfelf , but according to Proclus
and others, in the words of Orpheus, with the countenance of
a ram, a bull, a Icrpent, ,111(: a lion. And this Phanes Athcllago.

rue informs us is denominated by Orpheus, Hercules and Time.
Hence we fee the rcafon why Hercules is [aid to fhine with
primogeniai fires j fi..cc he is rIO other than Protogonus in the
intcll.gible , and the Su.i in the fe-ifible wor-ld. Hello; too the

rcafcn is apparent why Saturn who is the fame with Time, IS

culled ill the fol:owlng' hymn, 7lTd} L c. Titan, or the Sun.

K + Supremely
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Supremely !kill'd, thou reign'It in heav'n's abodes,

Thyfelf a God amid'fl th' immortal Gods.
With arms unihaken, infinite, divine,
Come, blefled pow'r, and to Our rites incline;
The mitigations of difeafe convey, 25
And drive difaflerous maladies away.
Come, fhake the branch with thy almighty arm,
Difmifs thy darts and noxious fate difarrn,

TO

XII.

SA T URN.

The FUMIGATION from STORAX.

E T H E R I AL father, mig-hty Titan, hear,
Great fire of Gods and men, whom all revere:

Endu'd with various council, pure and firvng,
To whom perfection and decreafe belong.

Confum'd by thee all forms that hourly die, 5

By thee reflor'd, their former place fupply;
The world immenfe in everlafiing chains,

Strong and ineffable thy pow'r contains;
Father of vall eternity, divine,

o mig-hty Saturn, various fpeeeh is thine: 10

Bloflorn of earth and of the flarry fkies,
Hufband of Rhea, and Prometheus wife.

Ver. r.] Might.y Titan. See the notes to the preceding
hymn.

Obfletric,
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Obfletric Nature, venerable root,

From which the various forms of being !hoot;

No parts peculiar can thy pow'r enclofe, '5
Diffus'd thro' all, from which the world arofe,

0, bell of beings, of a fubtle mind,

Propitious hear to holy pray'rs inclin'd;
The facred rites benevolent 'attend,

And cranr a blamclefs life, a blefled end.o

TO

XIII.

R H E A".

The FUMIGATION from AROMATIC'.

D AU G H T E R of great Protogonus, divine,
Illuftrious Rhea, to my pray 'r incline,

'Who

.. Rhea, according to the: Orphic and Platonic theology, is
one of the zoogenic or viviflc principles of the univerfe ; hav­
ing a maternal rank among the univerfal paternal orders, L e.
between Saturn and Jupiter. Hence fhe calls forth the caufes
latent in Saturn to the procreation of the univerfe j and definite­
ly unfolds all the genera of the Gods. So that {he is filled from
Saturn, with an intelligible and prolific power, which fhe im­
p',.rts to Jupiter the dcmiurgus of the univerfe j filling his cf­
fence with a vivific abundance. Since this Goddefs then is a.
medium between the two intellectual parents of the univerfe,
Saturn and jupiter, the former of which collects intellectual
multitude into one, but the other fcatters and divides it.
Hence fays proclus, in Theol.Plar. P' ·l-66. this Goddefs pro.
duces in herfelf the demiurgic caufes of the univerfe j hut Im­
puru her diffufive power abundantly to feccndary natures. Oa

thii



Who driv'fr thy holy car with fpeed along,

Drawn by fierce lions, terrible and ftrong.
Mother of Jove, whofe mighty arm can wield 5
Th' avenging bolt, and fhakc the dreadful fhield,
Drum-beating, frantic, of a fplendid mien,

Brafs-founding, honor'd, Saturn's l.leficd 'lueen.

Thou joy'll: in mountains and tumultuous figbt,

And mankind's horrid howlings, thee delight. IO

this account Plato affimilatcs her prolific abundance to the flow­
ing of waters j fignifying nothing more by the word Jla·willg,
than that Iontal power, hy which fhc fingularly contains the
divifible rivers of life. And, P' 267. Proclus informs us, that
this Gadders, according to Orpheus, when confidcrcd as united
te Saturn by the moll exalted part of he!' effcnce, is called Rhea:
but ccr.fidcrcd as producing Jupiter, and, together with Jove,
unfolding the univerfal and particular orders of the Gods, {he
is called Ceres.

Vel'. r.J Daughler of great Protogonus. In the note to Her­
cules it appears that Rhea is OTIC of the progeny of the in­
tellectual earth, refident in Phanes ; and from the note to Hymn
5, to Protogonus, we learn from Prcclus, that Phanes is to be
confidered in the intellgiblc as well as in the intellectual 01'.

ders. Hence Rhea is, with perfeS: agreement to the Orphic
theology, the daughter of Protcgonus, confidercd ns fuhftfl:.ing
among the intelligible Gods,

Vel', 4, ] Drfl'wIJ by fierce lions, Bee. I have here followed the
con-eel ion of Pierfon, who reads 'TlWeotWtVV hr 'Tltvgotogo\l: for
Rhea is thc fame with the mother of the Gods, who is celebrated
in the Hymn to her, as featcd in a car drawn hy lions.

Vel'. 7.J ])nmJ.bc'fJtillg, Rhea, in the Orphic theology, is
among the mundane divinities, the earth. Hence, according to
Varro, {he is rcprefcnted with a drum; bccaufe that inflrumeut
is a fymbol of the earth. Auguft. de Civitat. lib. vii.

\\Tar's
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War's parent, mighty, of majeflic frame,

Deceitful faviour, liberating dame.

Mother of Gods and men, from w hom the earth

And lofty heav'ns derive their glorious birth;

Th'retherial gales, the deeply fpreading fea '5

Goddefs serial form'd, proceed from thee.

Come, pleas'd with wand'rings, blefled and divine,

With peace attended on our labours fhine ,

Bring rich abundance, and wherever found

Drive dire difcafe, to earth's rernoteft bound. zo

T 0 J
XIV.
U PIT E R.

The FUMIGATION from Sronxx,

O Jove much-honor'd, Jove fuprcmely great,

To thee our holy rites we confecrare,

XIII Vcr. 12.J Dtccitful fa'l'£our. When Jupiter was born
(fays the fable) his mother Rhea in order to deceive Saturn, gave
him a Ilene wrapped in [waddling bands, in the place of Jove;
informing him that was her offspring. Saturn immediately
devoured the Ilene j and Jupiter who was privately educated,
at length obtained the government of the world. With great
propriety, therefore, i s fhe called by the poet a deceitful favi..
our. This Fable, according to Phurnutus, fignifics the creation
of the world. For at that time Nature (which among clement..
ai"Y eftences is the fame with Jupiter) was then nourifhed in
the world, and at length prevailed. The Ilene devoured by
Saturn is the earth, alluding to its firmly occupying the middle
place: for fays Phurnurus, beings could not abide without
fuch a foundation [or their fupport. From this all thir>gs are
produced, and derive their' proper aliment, Opufc. Mythol.
p. 147·

Our
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Our pray'rs and expiations, king divine,
For all things found thy head exalted fhine.
The earth is thine, and mountains fwelling high, 5
The fea profound, and all within the iky,
Saturnian king, defcending from above,
Magnanimous, commanding, fccprred Jove;
All-parent, principle and end of all,
Whore pow'r almighty, fhakes this earthly ball; 10

Ev'n Nature trembles at thy mighty nod,

Loud-founding, arm'd with light'ning,thund'ring God.

Source of abundance, purifying king,
o various-form'd from whom all natures fpring ;
propitious hear my pray'r, give blamelefs health, 15
With peace divine, and neceflary wealth.

TO

xv.
J U N O~.

The FUMIGATION from AROMATICS.

O Royal Juno of majei1:ic mien,
Aerial-form'd, divine, Jove's blelTed queen,

Thron'd in the bofom of c::erulean air,
'fhe race of mortals is thy conflant care•

.. Juno is called by the Orphic rbeolcgers, according to Pro;
clue Z(DQyonr; 3ed, or the vivific Goddefs: an epithet perfetl:ly
ag:'eeing with the attributes afcribed to her in this Hymn.
And in Theel. Plat. p. 483, he fays that Juno is the fource of
the foul's procreation.

The



The cooling gales thy pow'r alone infpires, 5
Which nourifh life, which ev'ry life defires,
Mother of clouds and winds, from thee alone
Producing all things, mortal life is known;
All natures (hare thy remp'ramenr divine,
And univerfal fway alone is thine. 10

With founding blafts of wind, the fwelling rea
And rolling rivers roar, when fhook by thee.
Come, blefled Goddefs, fam'd :>lmighty queen,
With afpect kind, rejoicing and fer-ne,

T 0

XVI.

N E P TUN E.

The FUMIGATiON from MYRRH.

H E A R, Neptune, ruler of the fea profound,
Whofc liquid gra(p begins theiolid ground,

Who, at the bottom of the Honny main,
Dark and dcep-bofom'd, hcld'Il thy wat'ry reign;
Thy awful hand the brazen trident bears 5
And ocean's utmoft bound, thy will reveres:
Thee I invoke, whofe Ilceds the foam divide,
From whofe dark locks the briny waters glide;

Whofe voice loud rounding thro' the roaring deep,
Drives all its billows, in a raging heap; to
When fiercely riding thro' the boilinz Iea,
Thy hoarfe command the trembling waves obey.

Earth
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Earth Ihaking, dark-hair'd God, the liquid plain.

(The third divifion) Fate to thee ordains,
'Tis thine, crerulian daemon, to furvey
'Veil pleas'd the monflers of the ocean play, '5
Confirm earth's bafis, and with profp'rous gales

Waft {hips along, and fwell the fpacious fails ,
Add gentle Peace, and fair-hair'd Health befide,

And pour abundance in a blamelefs tide. 20

TO

XVII.

P L U l' 0.

PL U T O, magnanimous, whofe realms profound

Are fix'd beneath the firm and folid ground,

In the Tartarian plains remote from fight,
And wrapt forever in the depths of night;
Terreflrial Jove, thy facrcd ear incline, 5
And, pleas'd, accept thy myflic's hymn divine.
Earth's keys to thee, illufbious king belong,

Its feeret gates unlocking, deep and f1:rong.
'Tis thine; abundant annual fruits to bear,
For needy mortals are thy confl:ant care. 10

Ver. 5.J TerreJIrial Jove. Pluto, fays Proclus in ThC'oI.
Plat. p. 368. is called tcrrcflrlal Jupiter, becaufc he geJverns
by his providence the earth, and all fhc contains.

Vcr. 7'] Eart//s hys. ·Paufanias informs us, that Pluto i ...
reported to have keys, as an illufh-ious dj{lindion ; in the fame
manner as a fceptre iii auributed to Jupiter, arid a trident to
Nejeu-e.

To
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To thee, great king, Avernus is afiign'd,
The feat of Gods, and bafis of mankind,
Thy throne is fix'd in Hade's difmal plains,

Diflant, unknown to rell, where darknefs reigns;

Where, dellitute of breath, pale fpeCtres dwell, '5
In endlefs, dire, inexorable hell;
And in dread Acheron , whofe depths obfcure,
Earth's Ituble roots eternally Iecure,
o mighty dsemon, whofe decificn dread,

The future fate determines of the dead, 20

With captive Proferpine, thro' graffy plains,
Drawn in a four-yok'd car with loofcn'd reins,

Rapt o'er the deep, impel1'd by love, you flew
'Till Eleufina's city role to view .

There, in a woncl'rous cave obfcure and deep, 25
The facred maid fecure from fearch you keep,

The cave of Atthis, whofe wide gates difplay
An entrance ro the kingdoms void of day.

Of unapparent works, thou art alone

The difpenfaror, vilible and known. 30

o pow'r all-ruling, holy, honor", light,
Thee facred poets and their hymns delight:
Propitious to thy myflic's works incline,

Rejoicing come, for holy rites arc thine,

XVI1I.
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XVIII.
TOT HUN D R I N G ] 0 V E.

The FUMIGATION from STORAX.

O Father jove, who fhak'ft with fiery light
The world deep-founding from thy loft)' height:

From thee, proceeds th' setherial lightning's blaze,

Flafhing'around intolerable rays.

Thy facred thunders fhake the blcfl abodes, 5
The Ihining regions of th' immortal Gods:
Thy pow'r divine, the flaming lightning Ihrouds,
With dark inveflirure, in fluid clouds.
'Tis thine to brandifh thunders Ihong and dire,
To fcatter Ilorrns, and dreadful darts of fire; 10

With roaring flames involving alI around,

And bolts of thunder of tremendous found.

Thy rapid dart can raife the hair upright,
And {hake the heart of man with wild afright.

Sudden, unconquer'd, holy, thund'ring God, '5
With noife unbounded, flying all abroad;
With all-devouring force, entire and frrong,
Horrid, untam'd, ,hou roll'i! the flames along.

Rapid, setherial bolt, defcending fire,
The earth all-parent, trembles at thy ire; 20

The fea all-fhining , and each beail that hears
The found terrific, with dread horror fears:
When Nature's face is bright with fla!hing fire,

And in the heavens refound thy thunders dire.
Thy
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'Thy thunders white, the azure garmertts tear,
And bud! the veil of all Iurrounding air.

o Jove, all-bleffed, may thy wrath fevcre,
Hurl''d in the boforn of the deep appear,
And on the tops of mountains be reveal'd,
For thy 1hong ann is not from us conceal'd, 30
Propitious to thefe facred rites incline,
And crown my wifhes with a life divine:

Add royal health, and gentle peace befide,

With equal reafon, fox my conliant guide.

XIX.

To JOVE, as the AUTHOR of LIGHTNING.

The FUMIGATION from FRANKINC&NSE and

lYLAN'NA.

I Call the mighty, holy, fplendid light,
Aerial, dreadful-fcundinj-, fiery-bright j

Flaming, aerial-light, with angry voice,
Lightning thro' lucid clouds with horrid noife,

Unram'd, to whom refentrnents dire belong,
Pure, holy pow'r, all-parent, great and flrong i

Come, and benevolent thefe rites attend,

And grant my days a peaceful, blefied end.

L xx,
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XX.

THE C LOU D S.

The FUMIGATION from MYRRH.

A Erial clouds, thro' heav'n's refplendent plains
Who wander, parents of proline rains;

Who nourifh fruits, whofe water'y frames are hurl'd,

By winds impetuous, round the mighty world;
All-rhund'ring, lion-roaring, fJafhing fire, ~

In Air', wide bofom, bearing thunders dire:
Impell'd by ev'ry Ilormy, founding gale,
With rapid courfe, along the fkics ye fail.

"lith blowing winds your wat 'ry frames I calla
On mother Earth with fruitful fhow'rs to fall.

XXI.

TOT H ESE A, OR T E THY S".
•

The FUMIGATIGN from FRANKINCENSE and
MANNA.

T ET H YS I call, with eyes cserulean bright,
Hid in a veil obfcure from human fight;

Great Oc-nu's ernprefs, wand'ring thro' the deep,

And r1cas'd with gentle ~ales, the earth 1.0 fweep •

.. See the lafl note to Hymn v, for an explanation of the
Coddd' Tethys.

Whore
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Whofe blefled waves in fwift fucceffion go, ,;
And lafh the rocky fhore with endlefs flow:
Delighting in the Sea [erenc to play,
In Ihips exulting and the war'ry way.
Mother of Venus, and of clouds obfeure,
Great nurfe of beafls, and foureeof fountains pure. II)

o venerable Goddefs, hear my pray'r,

And make benevolent my life thy care;
Send, blefTed queen, to [hips a profp'rous breeze,
And waft them fafely o'er the flormy feas,

XXII.

TON ERE U S.

The FUMIGATION from MYRRH..

O Thou, who dofl the root. of Ocean keep
In feats crerulean, drernon of the deep,

With fifty nymphs (attending in thy train,
Fair virgin artifrs) glorying thro' the main:
The dark foundation of the rolling fea )
And Earth's wide bounds, belong much-fam'd to thee'
Great damon, fouree of all, whofe pow'r can make
The Earth's unrneafur'd, holy bafis Ihake,

When blull'ring winds in feeret caverns pent,

By thee excited, llruggle hard for vent: 10

Come, blefled Nereus, Ellen to my pray'r,
And ecafe to [hake the earth with wrath fevere ,

L z Send



Send on our facred rites abundant health,
With peace divine and necelfary wealth,

xxnr,

TOT HEN ERE IDS.

The FUM!GAT!ON from AROMA TIcs.

DAUG HT ER S of Ncreus, refidcnt in caves
Merg 'ddeepin Ocean, (portingthro' the waves;

fanatic fifty nymphs, who duo' the main
Delight to follow in the Triton's train,
Rejoicing clofe behind their cars to keep; 5
Whore forms half wild, are nourifh'd by the deep,
With other nymphs of different degree
Leaping and wand'rlng thro' the liquid fea :
Bright, wat'ry dolphins, fonorous and gay,
\Vell pleas'd to fport with bachanalian play; 10

Nymphs bcautcous-ey'd, whom facrifice delights.
Send rich abundance on our myilie rites;
For you at firll difclos'd the rites divine,
Of holy Bacchus and of Proferpine,
Of fair Calliope from whom I fprillg, 15
And of Apollo bright, the Mufe's king.

XXIV.
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XXIV.

TO PROTEUS".

The FUMIGATION from STORAX.

PR OT E US I call, whom Fate decree" to keep
The keys which lock the chambers of the deep;

Firfl-born, by whofe illuilrious pow'r alone
All Nature', principles are clearly {hewn:
Matter to change with various forms is thine, S
Matter unform'd, capacious, and divine.
All-honor'd, prudent, whofe iagaciolls mind
Knows all that was, and is, of ev'ry kind,
With all that Ihall be in .ucceeding time;
So vail thy wifdom, wond'rous , and fublime e 10

For all things Nature firfl to thee confign'd,
And in thy effence omniforrn confin'd.
Come, blefled father, to our rites attend,
And grant our happy lives a profp'rous end.

"" According to Proclus, in Plat. Repub. P' 97, Protem,
though inferior to the primary Gods, is immortal: and though
not a deity, is a certain angelic mind of the order of Neptune,
comprehending inhimfelf all the forms of things generated in
the univerfe,

L 3 XXV.
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XXV.

THE EAR T H -.
The FUMIGATION from every kind of SEED, except

BEANS and AROMA TICS.

O Goddefs, Earth, of Gods and men the fource,
Endu'd with fertile, all deftroying force;

All-parent, bounding, whofe prolific pow'rs,
Produce a Iiore of beauteous fruits and flow'rs,
All.various maid, th' eternal world's ilrong bafe 5
Immortal, bleffed, crown'd with ev'ry grace;
From whofe wide womb, as from an endlefs root,
Fruits, many-fornr'd, mature and grateful fhoor,
Deep bofom'd, bleffed, pleas'd with gralfy plains,
Sweet to the fmell, and with prolific rains. 10

All flow'ry d",mon, centre of the world,
Around thy orb, the beauteous ilars are h url'd
With rapid whirl, eternal and divine,
Whofe frames with matchlcfs /kill and wifdom fhine,
Come, blefled Goddefs, liflen to my pray'r, 15
And make increafe of fruits thy conllant care;
With fertile Seafons in thy train, draw near,
And with propitious mind thy fuppliant hear•

.. According to Orpheus, ~s related by Proclus, in Tim.
p. 29 1. Earth is the mother of every thing, of which Heaven
is the father. And the reader will pleafe to obfervc, that, in
the Orphic theology, Rhea, the mother of the Gods, the
Earth, and Vella, are all one and the fame divinity, confldered
according to her effenrial peculiarlties,
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XXVI.

TO THE MOTHER OF THE GODS.

The FUMIGATION from a Variety of ODOR:FEROUS
Su BST A NCES.

M Other of Gods, great nurfe of all, draw near,
Divinely honor'd, and regaTd my pray'r:

Thron'd on a car, by lions drawn along,
By bull-deilroying lions, fwift and ilrong,
Thou fway'il the fceprre of the pole divine,)
And the world's middle feat, much-farn'd, is thine.
Hence earth is thine, and needy mortals fhare

Their conflant food, from thy protecting care:
From thee at firil both Gods and men arofe ;
From thee, the fea and ev'ry river flows. 10

Vetla, and fource of good, thy name we find
To mortal men rejoicing to be kind;
For ev'ry good to give, they foul delights;
Come, mighty pow'r, propitious to our rites,
All-taming, blefled, Phrygian faviour, come, 1~

Saturn's great queen, rejoicing in the drum.

ver. S. ] We have already obfcrved, that the mother of tl}t

Gods is the fame with Rhea j and Proclus, in the fecund book
ef his Commentary on Euclid, informs us, that the pole of the
word Ie called by the Pythagorean, the teal of Ra ea,

CdcJ1ial.
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Celefrial, ancient, life-fupporting maid,

Fanatic Goddefs, give thy fuppliant aid;
With joyful afpeCt on our incenfe thine,

And, pleas'd, accept the facrifice divine.

XXVII.

TOM ERe U R Y.

The FUMIGATION from FRANKWCENSE.

H ERMES, draw near, and to lny pray'r incline,
Angel of jove, and Maia's Ion divine;

Studious of contefls, ruler of mankind,
'INi~h heart almighty, and a prudent mind.

Celeilia! rnefienger, of various Ikill, 5

Whofe pow'rfu! arts could watchful Argus kill ,
With winged feet, 'tis thine thro" air to courfe,

o friend of man, and prophet of difcourfe :
Great Iife-fupporter, to rejoice is thine,

In arts gymnailic, and in fraud divine: IO

With pow'r cndu'd all language to explain,
Of care the Iooa'ner, and the fource of gain.

'INhofe hand contains of blamelefs pcace the rod,
Corucian, blefled, profitable God:

Of various fpeech, whofe aid ill works we find, I5
And in necefiiries to mortals kind:

Dire
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Dire weapon of the tongue, which men revere,

Be prefent, Hermes, and thy Iuppliant hear;

Al1itl my works, conclude my life with peace,

Give graceful (pcech, and memory's Increafe, %i)

TO

XXVIII.

PROSERPINE.

A H Y M N.

D AU G H T E R of Jove., al:nighty and divine,

Come, blefled queen, ailcl to there rites incline ~

Only-begotten, Pluto's honor'd wi:c,
o venerable Goddefs, fourcc of life:

'Tis rhine ill earth's profundities to dwell, S
Fail: by the wide and difmal gates of hel l :

Jove's holy offspring, of a. beauteous mien,
Fatal, with lovely locks, infernal tjneen :

Source of the furies, whofe blefl frame proceeds

From Jove's ineffable and fccrcr fecds : rc
Mother of Bacchus, .onoroua, divine,

And many-forrn'd, the parent of the vine:

'The dancing Hours attend thee, cflence bright,

All-ruling virgin, bearing lieav'nly light:

vc-. J.J OIlIy-bekoUm. Ka: "d~ .) (-)f:CAOY)~ 'l'Y,Y KQ~nV MaYNO·.
rENEIAN ~I~$e 7Tg'1~al'0s<um. Proc. Tim. '2 extra. p. 139· 9.
i. c. "I fee that the theologiIl (meaning Orpheus) calls Prefer­
Fiuc) Only-begotten,"

Illuflrious
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Illuflrious, horned, of a bounteous mind, '3
Alone detir'd by thofe of mortal kind.
0, vernal queen, whom grafly plains delight,
Sweet to the fmell, and pleating to the light:
Whofe holy form in budding fruits we view,
Earth's vig'rous offspring of a various hue: 20

Efpous'd in Autumn: life and death alone
To wretched mortals from thy power is known:
For thine the talk according to thy will,
Life to produce, and all that Ii ves to kill.

Hear

Vcr. ::1.) Ffpou.r'd in Autumn. We have already obferved in
the Differratiou, that the Orphic theologers confidered a dif­
ference of Iex in the divinities; attributing the male to [<1111C,

and the female to others. Nnw the mutual commerce and en­
~rg)' fubfifiing between thdt: Gods aad Goddeffes, they dcnomi­
nared ll~ol rUtJ.OL, i. e. H holy marriages:" or according to
Proclus, on the Parmenides of Plato, as cited by Efchenbach,
in Epig. p. 59' they myfl:icaily called, the fimple kindred con­
junccion, and communion tlf divine caufce, a marriage. And
Profcrpine, or the animating part of the earth's foul, may he
confidered us relling in Autumn, from all farther productions]
her powers at that time having attained their full perfec9:ion.

Hence at this period may We not fay, that [he is wholly ah..
!traded from the animal life, and fecretly united with Pluto,
or the intellectual p:u·t of the earth's foul; from whom Ihe rc..
ceives the divine light of mind, and copious fl reams ef the
ncctur of divine knowledge.

Ycr-. 23') For' thine thetaJl:, &c. Proclus, in Theel. Plat. p.
37J. informs lIS, that, according to the Eleufinian myficries,
Prnferoine together with Pluto, govern.'> terrefb-ial concern.",
and the reccffes of the earth: that !he fUl)prics life to the ex-

treme
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Hear, blelfed Goddefs, fend a rich increafe 25
Of various fruits from earth, with lovely Peace;
Send Health with gentle hand, and crown my life
With blefl abundance, free from noify flrife;
Lafl in extreme old age the prey of Death,
Difmifs we willing to the realms beneath, 30
To thy fair palace, and the blifsful plains
Where happy fpirits dwell, and Pluto reigns.

T 0

XXIX.

B A C C H U S.

The FUMIGATION from STORAX.

BACCHU S I call, loud-founding and divine,
Fanatic God, a two-fold Ihape is thine:

Thy various names and attributes I ling,
0, fidl-born, thrice begotten, Bacchic king:
Rural, ineffable, two-form'd, obfcure, 5
Two-horn'd, with ivy crowrr'd, cuion, pure:
Bull-fac'd, and martial, bearer of the vine,
Endu'd with counfel prudent and divine:
Triennial, whom the leaves of vines adorn,
Of Jove and Proferpine, occultly born. 10

treme parts of the untverfe, and imparts foul to rhofe, who,
by her power, arc rendered inanimate and dead. This is per.
fc&ly agreeable to the 23d and following line.

Ver. 4,] 0, fll-6,rn. See the notes to Hymn v, to
Prcrogonue,

Immortal



Immortal dlMlM, hear my fupplianr voice,
Give me in blamelefs plenty to rejoice;
And lillen gracious to my myllic pray'r,
Surrounded with thy choir of nudes fair.

XXX.
TOT H E CUR E T E S.

A H Y M N.

L E API N G Curetes, who with dancing feet

And circling meafures, armed footlleps beat:
Whofe boforn's mad, fanatic tranfports fire,

Who move in rythm to the founding lyre:

Who traces deaf when lightly leaping tread, 5
Arm bearers, ihong defenders, rulers dread:
Propitious omens, guards of Proferpine",
Prcfcrving rites, myfterious and divine:
Come, and benevolent my words attend,

(In herds rejoicing), and my life defend. 10

XXXI.
TOP ALL A S.

A H Y M N.

ON LY.Eegotten , noble race of Jove,
Blefled and fierce, who joy'fr in caves to rove:

o warlike

":t Proclus calls the Curetes, guards of Proferpiue, lib. vi.
Thea\. Piat. p. 383.

XXXI. Vcr. 2.J YVhojn/fl in t:ava to YO'iU. Proclus, in Plat.
Theel. P' 372. informs us, that there are three zoogenic or vi ..

vific
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OJ warlike Pallas, whofe illuflrious kind,

Ineffable and effable we find:

lVLagnanimous and farn'd, the rocky height, )
And groves, and fhady mountains thee delight:

In arms rejoicing, who with Furies dire

And wild, the fouls of mortals dofl infpire,

Gymnailic virgin of terrific mind,

Dire Gorgons bane, unmarried, bleifed, kind: IQ

Mother of arts, impetuous; underflood,

Rage to the wicked, wifdom to the good:
'Female and male, the arts of War are thine,
fanatic, mucb-forrri'd dragonefs~ divine:
O'er the Ph1egrean giants, rous'd to ire, 1 S'
Thy courfers driving, with deftruction dire.

Sprung
vi fie monads, Diana, Proferpine, and Minerva j and that theft'
three divinities exil'i together. Hence the rcafon is obvious
why this Goddcfs is celebrated as living i11 caves, and delight...
ing in rocks and mountains, from her agreement with Diana:
and hence is appears, that Runkcnius was miflaken in imagin ,
ing thcfc epithets were mifplaccd. \Ve may -likcwife Ice the
reafen from honcc , why Minerva is called, in line 14, Female
and Male) as well as the Moon j and why the Moon is called
ill the Hymn to her 'lTdVIJ"C'l-'f ltJ?llj i. c. H all-wife virgin:'

Vcr. 14-] MucIJ,./orm'd dm,p;olllfs. It is eafy to perceive the
agreemerit between Minerva, who is the fame with divine
Wifdom and providence, and a Dragon; fince according to
Phurnutus, a dragon is of a vigilant and guardian nature.

VeT. 15.] O'er thc PMtgrd.'<ln gJilllf., &c. The fable of the
giants is common; hut its phik-fcphical explanation cs, I Icat-,
but little known and lets uudcrflood. For the fake of the libe~

ral, therefcre , die following account (If the battles of the Gods,
fr cm



Sprung from the head of Jove, of fplendid mien,
Purger of evils, all-victorious queen.

Hear

frem the excellent Commentary of Proclus, on Plato', Republic,
P: 373, is inferted, "The divifible progreffiona of all beinge,
and the divcrfities of fubftances, receive a fupernal origin,
from a divificn of unknown primitive eaufea, which <lore mutual­
ly at ftrife with principles, fubject to the univerfe. For fome
determine their effence about unity, on which they depend;
and others receive in thcmfelves a never-Failing power of in.
finiry J by which they generate univcrfals, and a caufe of mul­
ritude and prcgrcfflon, according to which they poffef& their
peculiar cffences. Hence, after the fame manner as the fidl
principles of beings, are mutually feparated from each other;
£0 all divine genera and true being,; have among themfelves a
progrefliou difiillguifilCd by order. In confequence of this,
fome infect ill things pcflcrlor the principle caufe of unity; but
others afford tho power of reparation. Some are the caufes of
couverflcn to iuferiors, and of collecting' the multitude of pro ...
grcffive natures to their proper prtnciples t while others pro­
mote their progrcffion and procreation, emanating from pr iuci­
ples, as their fcurce. Some fUl'Ply the power of generating to
Inferiors] and others exhibit a conftant and undefiled purity.
There are feme, aga,in, containing the caufe .of feparable goods;
and others, of Iuch goods as fubfiil together with their reclpi..
ents. Indeed, after this manner, the. various contrariety of
luch kinds appears in all the adminiitrations of true being.
Thus the ftatiou or quiet of things conflantly efiahlifuing be..
illg in themfelves, rdift.s efficacious aud vital powers of mouon,
So the communication of identity I on every fide fimilar to it..
felf (if theexpreflion mxy be allowed} is Ipecially cppofed to
the difcretiona of diverfity. Thua, too, fimilitude fights with
diffimilitudc, and eqn:.dity with inequality. Since this is the
care) can it be wonderful, that mythclogifts, perceiving a con..
turiety of this kind OI.rooPg the Gods, and the £irfi. principles

of
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Heal' me, 0 Gadders, when to thee I pray,
With fupplicaring voice both night and day, 20

And

of things, fhould reprefcnt it to their pupils by contentions and.
wars j for though the divine genera are always united with
each other, yet they prefidc as well over thofe who adminifter
to union, as over thole who machinate confufion, And this it
the fide rcafon of the wars of the Gods. But it is lawful to pro­
ducc another rcafcn, and to affirm that the Gods arc indeed
indivifibly conjoiuedy, and fubfifl. together in mutual uni­
formity: hut that their progreffions into the unlverfc, and par­
cicipaticns by recipient natures, become disjoined and divifibkJl

and by this means filled with contrariety. For things fubjett:
to the power ofthe Gods, cannot receive their diffufcd pOWtTSf

und multiform illuilratieus, without mixture and ccnfufiou,
Hence tha laft orders dependent on the Gods, fince they are pro ..
duced by a lnug interval from the firfi:. caufcs, but me coneigu ,
cus to the concerns they adrninlflcr, and adhere to matter, con..
tract contrar-iety, and an all-various divifion ; partially prefiding­
ovcr mate-rid affairs, and diminifhing and difperfing thcfe 1~~

parate powers, which before Iubfifled in a fuperior manner,
uniformly and iudivifibly, in their primitive caufcs. Since, rheu,
fuch and 1Q many are the ways, by which, according- to the
nryfterics of rheolcgiils, war is ufually referred to the G<>d~,;

other poets who, Ieized with fury, have interpreted divine con...
cerns, introduced the battles and wars of the Gods, according
to the firft reafona, i, e. fo far as the divine genera admit of
diverfity, according to the fide principles of all things. Far
Iahlcs, concealing truth under a veil, fhew that fucb things aarc­
cal to' priciples, oppofe and fight With the authors of gerJ~ration:
collc8.itlg with feparating natures, things unifying with fum
as multiply by the progrcfliou of hcitigs; and univerfal genera,
with Iuch as operate in a pnrtial and pa: ticular meaner. Hence
they relate, that the Tit,LtJS (or (hell1on~ffir;ft:rvicntto Nature)
fight with Bacchus, (or Nature) and the giants with Jo~'e.

for
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And in my larefl hour, give pc:tce and healtb,
Propitious times, and ncccfL:ty wealth,

And, ever prcfent, be thy vorrics <lid,

0, much implor'd, art's p<lfcnt, blue eyed.maid,.

T 0

XXXII.

V leT 0 R Y.

The FUMIGATION from l\IAl<':-.'A.

O Powerful Victory, by men dChr'd,

'With advcrfc brcafls to dreadful fury fi"'d,
'Thee I invoke, whofe might alone can quell
Contending rage, and moleflation fell ;

'Tis thine in battle to confer the crown, 5,
The victor's prize, the mark of fwcct renown;
For thou rul'fi all things, Victory divine!

And glorious Ilrife, and joyful Ihouts are thine.

Come, mighty Gadders, and thy fUPl'liant blefs,

'With fparkling eye, elated with fuccefs ; 10

May deeds illuflrious thy protection claim,

And find, led on by thee immortal Fame.

For union, and an icdivifiblc work, is proper to Bacchus and
Jupiter, as the demiurg-ic caufes of We wo-ld j but the Titans
and Giants produce the dcmiuryic powers into multitude;
partially adminiflcring the concerns of the univcrfe, and exitl­
ing as the proximate pnrent~ of material natures." Thus far
Proclus. for a farther account of Minerva, fcc the. note to
Hymn ix. to Nature.

xxxur,
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XXXIII.

A POL L O.

5

10

The FIlM!GATlON from MANNA.

BL EST Ptenn, come, propitious to my pray',-,
Illuflrious pow'r, whom Mernphian tribes revere,

Slayer of Tityus, and the God of health,
Lycorian Phcebus, fruitful fource of wealth:
Spermatic, golden-Iyr'd, the field from thee
Receives it's con tlant, rich fertility.
'Titanic, Grunian, Smynthian, thee I llng,
python-dellroying, hallow'd, Delphian king:
Rural, light-bearer, and the Mufc's head,
Noble and lovely, arm'd with arrows dread:
Far-darting, Bacchian, two-fold, and divine,
pow'r far diflufed, and courfe oblique is thine.
0, Delian king, whofe light-producing eye
Views all within, and all beneath the tky:

Vel'. '.J Grnnian, According to Scrabo, Jib. xiii. Uryn~ui

is a town of Myrinseus r like wife, a temple of Apollo, and a.
moft ancient oracle and temple, fumptuoufly built of white
ftone. Gyrald. Syntag. P: ::1-37.

Vel'. I I. ] Far~dartillg. kl(~Tl'lCsile'tll~. Proclus, on Plato's
Cratylus, informs us he is fo called, 871 x'0el'JI'C; cJ;, "ttl EtieO~'YO~

h'l '7l'IH-r"", 'lfOlEI 'rat;' HEe'Yeta~. i. e, v becaufe fince he is the
choragus or leader of the choir of the Mufes, he produces eft­

ergies in all t.hings."

Whofe
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IS

2"

3°
Th' im-

\Y"hofc locks nrc gold, whore oracles are fure,

'\Vho, omens go(;d revcal'fi, and precepts pure:

Ileal' me entreating for the human kind,

Hear, and be prcfcnr with benignant mind;

For thou fu rvcy '11: this bound1cfs rether all,

,\ad ev'ry pal't of this tcrrcfhial ball

Abundant, blefled , and thy piercing fight,

Extends beneath the gloomy, filent night;
Beyond the darkncfs, Ilarry-cy 'd, profound,

The fi:ablc roots, deep fix'd by thee are found.
The world's wide bounds, all-flou riihing are thine,

Thyiclf cf all the fource and end divine;

"Tis thine all Nature's mufic to infpire,
With various-founding, harmonifing lyre;

Now the Iafl 11:ring thou run'fl to fwcet accord,

Divinely warbling now the highe11: chord;

Vet. 29.J -,-VO'lV the l"fil,iJlg, &c. Gerner well obferves, in
his notes to this Hymn, that the comparifon and conjunction of
the mufical and afb'onomical clements arc moil ancient; being
derived from Orpheus and Pythagoras, to Plato. N0\Y, accord­
ing to the Orphic and Pythagoric doch-inc, the lyre of Apollo
is an image of the celefl.ial harmony, or the melody caufcd by
the order-ly revolutions of the ccleftial Fphcres. But I cannot
believe that Orpheus and Pythagoras confidcred tlus harmony as
attended with fcr1fiblc founds, according to the vulgar accepta;
tion of the word: for it is furcly more rational to fuppofe, that
they meant notbilJg more by the mufic of the fphercs, than
their harmonica! proportions to each other. Indeed there wife
men, to whom metaphors were familiar, lllay be ccti.y COI1-

f ceivcd
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Th' immortal golden lyre, now touclr'd by thee,
Rcfponfive yields a Dorian melody.

All

ceivcd by vulgar found and vulgar harmony to infinnate in­
ternal found, and harmony fubfifbing in its origin and caufc,
Hence we may confider the fouls of the ceteliia l Iphere», togc ..
ther with the foul of the world, as cornpofiug the choir of the
nine Mules j (who are called by the Platoniils nine Syrens}
and dancing in numerical order round Apollo the fun of the
intellectual. world. But thefe nine Mules arc far different
from the marine Syrens of the poets who, rcfidcnt as it were
in the fca of materia l dclights, draw Us afidc by their al!Ul'irw
melody, from the paths of rectitude. 1"01" tilde arc divine Sy:
rene inviting us to the proper end of cur nature; nud [arming
from the eight tones of the eight Iphcrea, one perfect and ever­
lat1inr, harmony.

The Ioltcwing quotacion fr cm the Platonic Nichom:tcllUS,
Harm. i. P' 6. illufiratcs the meaning (If the E)T~tC and Netc, Or

the highefb and loweft ftrirlg. From the motion of Saturn,
(fays he) "The moil remote of the planets, the <lFpdh:tioll of.
the gravdl: found, Hypate, is derived: but from the lunar mo­
tion, which is the lowell: of all, the moil: acute found is called
~.d·n), Netc, or the lowell.' But Gefuer obfervcs, that a more
ancient, and as it were archetypal appellation, is derived from.
the ancient triangular lyre, a copy of which vvas found among
the pictures lately dug out of the ruius of Herculancum ; where
the highcll chord next to the chin of the mufician is the longeD:,
and coufequently (fays he) the found is the mofl; grave. Gef­
ner proceeds in ocfcrving , that tile three fenfons of the year
are [0 compared together in <1. mufical ratio, that Hypate flgui ...
lies the Winter, Nete the Summer, and the Dorian meafure
reprefents the intermediate feutons, Sp1'inf; and Autumn. Now
the 1'<:31011 ·,.....hy the Dorian melody is affigm:d to the Spl"ir,g,
is cccaufe that mcafure wholly conlifl s in tempcrall'e..nt and mo...
deration, 0l.3 \VC lcarn from. Ptut. de MuL P' J L36. L and con-

!v.[}, Iequcnrly



All K ature', rribcs to thee their d;ff'rence owe,
A nd changing feafous from thy mufic flow:

Hence, mix'd by thee in equal parts, advance 35
Summer and 'Vinter in alternate dance;

This claims the highefl, that the lowell Ilring,

The Dorian mcafure tunes the lovely fpring :
Hence hy mankind, Pan-royal, two-horu'd nam'd,
Emitting whiffling winds thro' Syrinx fam'd; 4(j
Since to thy care, the figur'd feal's confign'd,

'Which Ilamps the world with forms of cv'ry kind.

Hear

fcquently is with great propriety attributed to the SpriIlg, con­
fidcr ed as placed between Summer and Winter; and gratefully
tempering the fervent heat of the one, and the intenfe cold of
the other.

Vel'. 39. J Pan-royal. Sec the notes to the Hymn to Pall,
to Hercules, and the Sun.

Ver, 40.] Emittillg .whiffing ,winds. johannes Diaconus, ifi
Allegorcis Theogonire Hcfiodi , quotes the following lines from
Orpheus.

ZEU; ~i ';'0 r.{'~WY Ed 3£0;', 'lrtIv1wv n 1{Ee/.t"n~1

nVfu,u.a.T1 Cl.!g:tXI'} 4JwV,,'iCI n dfeO,u.Ix.7CI~,

That is, "But Jupiter is the God of all, and the mingJer of
all things; wl.iflling with the breathing winds and aerial voices."
And this perfectly agrees with Apollo, confidered as Jupiter,
or the fun of the intelligible world.

V:':T, 41.J The ,fi!;lIr'd leal. Since Apollo in the intelligible
,...-orld is the demiurgus 1)[ the univerfc, and confequcntly com­
P!Chl~:1(hjn his eflcncc the archetypal ideas of all fcnfible forms,
he may with great propriety he [aid to poflcfs the figured ~eJ.J,

of which CW:,l-y viflble fpecics is nt.,thing more than an im­
F':!T....»i, Iti . however ncceflary to obferve, that inthe grc:at

feal
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Hear me, b!efl: pow'r, and in rhefe rites rejoice,
And fave thy myflics with a fuppliant voice.

T 0

XXXIV.

L A TON A.

The FUMIGATION from MYRRH.

D
~RK. veil'd. Lat(~na, much invoked qu.een,

fwm.beanng Goddcfs , at a noble mien;

Co-antis great, a mighty mind is thine,
Offspring prolific, bletl of Jove divine:
Phcebus proceeds from thee, the God of light, 5
And Dian fair, whom winged darts delight;

She in Orrygia's honor'd regions horn,
In Delos he, which mountains high adorn.
Hear me, 0 Goddefs, with propitious mind,
And end thefc holy rites, with afpeel: kind. 10

T 0

XXXV.

D I ANA.

The FUMIGATION from MANNA.

I
'-IE AR me, Jove's daughter, celebrated queen,
:-J.. Bacehian and Titan, of a noble mien:

[cal of ideas, all forms fuMiD: in indivifible uuien and immaterial
perfection : but ill their imitative imprcflions in bodies, they
ere found full of boundlcfs multitude, and materia: illlperft:Iv'l:ioll.

1\1 3 In
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In darts tcjoic~ng and on all to fhinc,
'torch-bearing Gadders, Dictynna divine 1

O'er births prciiding, and rhyfelf a maid, 5
~ro labour-pangs imj)artino- ready aid,,--, D ~ •

Diflolver of the zone and wrink l'd care,

Fierce huntrefs, glorying in the Sylvan war:

Sv/ift in the courfe, in dreadful arrows fkill'd,

Wandering by night, rejocing in the field: te
Of manly form, erect, of bounteous mind,

Hluflrious dXl11ol1" nurfc of human kind :

Immortal, earthly bane of monfiers fell,

'Tis thine, bieU maid, on woody hills to dwell :
Foe of the flag, whom woods and dogs delighr, 15

In cndlcfs ),outh who flourifh fair and bright.
0, univcrfal qutcn, augufr, divine,

A various form, Cydonian pow'r, is thine:
Dread guardi,Hl Goddcfs with benignant mind

Aufpicious, come to myfiic rites inc1in'd; 2'0

(:;i\re earth a !tore of beauteous fruirs to bear,

~oend gende Peace, and Health with lovely hair, J
And to the mountains drive Dife.uc and Care.

Vcr , s.] (rcr hirtZ's I~Yijid;flg. In the original, 'J\DXEI(J,: and
Proclus, in Plat. Theel. p. 403. obferves that this epithet is
given to Diana by theologians, becaufc fhe is the infpcctor of
natural progrcffion and generation.

:XXXVI.



TO

XXXVI.

THE TITANS'-,

The FUMIGATION from FRANKINCENSE.

O Mighty ~ritans, who fr0111 hcav'n an.l earth

Derive your noble and il lufhious birth,

Our fathers fires, in Tarr.uus profound
\Vho dwell, deep merg'd beneath the Iolid ground:
Fountains and principles, from whom began 5
Th ' arllicted, mifcrable, race of man:
Who not alone in earth's retreats abide,
But in the ocean and the air refidc ;

Since ev'ry Ipccies from your nature flows,

Which all prolific, nothing barren knows c 10

Avert your rage, if from. th' infernal fC:lts

One of YOllr tribe Ihould vifit our retreats,

XXXVII.

TO THE CURETESI-,

BR ,c\ SS· beating salians, minifters of 1\1a1'8,
Who guard his arms the inftruments of wars ;

\\O'hare

w. Sec note to Hymn xxxi. to Pallas.
XXX VII. t The Curctcs arc pbi:J!Y celebrated in this I-IY:~'11

as the winds; the rcafou of which is as follows. Sutur», wl:o ,
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\Vho[e blefled frames, heav'n, earth, and rea compofe,
And from whofe breath all animals arofe :
Who dwell in Samothracia"s faered ground, 5

Defending mortals thro' the fea profound.

Deathlefs Curetes, by your pow'r alone,

Initial rites to men at firfl: were [hewn:

'Who Ihake old Ocean thund'ring to the fky,

And itubbom oak' with branches waving high. to
, [is your's in glittering arms the earth to beat,

''lith lightly.leaping, rapid, founding feet;
Then every beaft the noire terrific flies,
And the loud tumult wanders thro' the Ikies :

The dull your feet excite, with marchlefs force, I)

Flies to the clouds amidft their whirling courfe ;

And ev'ry flower of variegated hue,
Grows in the dancing motion form'd by 'you.

Immortal da-mons, to your pow'rs cqp.fign'd
The talk to nourifh, and dellroy mankind. 20

cording to the Orphic theclopy as related by Proclus, is allotted
a fupercclcflial and Intellectual clfence produced Jupiter from
Rhea. And Jupiter, or the demiurgus of the univcrfe , filcnr ly
emerged into ljght from the three pr-inciples, lEtheI', Chaos,
and Night conflicting toget.her, and mutually concurring with,
and feparating from each other. Now there three principles
are interpreted by Julian, Drat. v. as the Corybantes : and
hence with perfeCl: agreement to the Orphic fymbolical thee­
logy, the mutual conflict of thefe principles, is reprefented by
the impetuous Fury of the winds.

When



When rufhing furious with loud tumult dire,
O'crwhelm'd, they perifh in your dreadful ire;
And live repleniflr'd with the balmy ail',
The food of life, committed to your care.
When fhook by you, the feas, with wild uproar, 25

Wide-fpreading, and profoundly whirling, roar:
The concave heav'ns, with Echo's voice refound,
When leaves with ru1l1ing noire bcflrew the ground.
Curctes, COl'ybantes, ruling kings,
Whole praife the land of Samothracia fings : 30
From Jove defcendcd; whofe immortal breath
Suflains the foul, and wafts her back from death:
Aerial-forrn'd, much ..fam'd, in heav'n yc fhine

Two-fold, in heav'n all-lucid and divine:
Blowing, fcrcnc, from whom abundance fprings, 35
Nurfes of feafons, fruit-producing kings.

'1' 0

XXXVITI.

COR Y BAS *.

The FUMIGATION from FRANKIl':CENSE.

T H E mighty ruler of this carthly ball,
For ever flowing, to thefe rites I call ;

Martial

~ The following curious paffagc is prcfervcd to us by Ache­
nagoras, in Legat, i. pro Chrifiianis; in which Orpheus dcfcribes
the generation of the celcfbial or intellectual earth. H But
Phones or Protogoaus. produced another din: offspring from his
holy womb; the dreadfulform of a dragon. It has hairs On its

head"
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Martial and blefl, unfecn by mortal fight,

Preventing fears, and pleas'd with gloomy night:
Hence, fancy's terrors are by thee allay'd, 5
All-various king, who lov'Il the defart fhade .
Each of thy brothers killing, blood is thine,
Two-fold Curere, many-form'd, divine.
By thee trammutcd Ceres' body pure,

Became a dragon's favage and obfcurc : 10

Avert thy anger, hear me when I pray,

And by fix'd fate, drive fancy', fears away.

head, ann a beautiful countenance, but the reft of its body is
that of a dragon, tren...indous to the view." N6)W from chis
paffage I conclude that Corybas, in the prcfcnt Hymn, is the
fame with Protogonus : for he is celebrated, v, 9, 10, as chang_
ing by his arts tilt. lh>ly body of Ceres (or the earth) into the
form of a 1dv<lgc ~l':JJ obfcure dragon. And as in- the above
lines the iutellcctua! earth is reprcfcntcd tinder the form of a
dragon with a beautiful countcnancc ; the feofible earth, which
is but the image (I; the intclleclual, may with perfect agrt.:c­
nient to this fragn;cnt be called au cbfcurc dragon, flncc ob­
fcur-ity is an ~pt I'ymbol of a materia! nature.

Corybas is likewifc [aid, v. 7. to kill his tWD brothers. Now
fince Corybas is Prot.1gvf!UI', his two brothers may he confidercd
as lEtha and Chaos, whole ow It union formed the archytypal
egg of the univcrfe : and Prorogonus burfrillg forth from this
egg, and by thismcans difperfing h:ther and Chaos, ma), be apt­
ly reprcfented under the Cymbal of Corybas defiroying his two
brothers. For, according to Proclus, it is cufiomary with divine
poets, to imitate the exalted powers of exemplars) by contrary
and ruofl remote adumbrations.

XXXIX.



T 0

XXXIX.

CERES.

10

The FUMIGATION from STORAX.

O Univerfal mother, Ceres farn'd

Auguft, the fourcc of wealth, and various
nam'd:

Great nurfc, all-bounteous, blefled and divine,
'Who joy'a in peace, to nourifh corn is thine:
Goddeis of feed, of fruits abundant, fair,
Harvefl and threfhing are thy conftanr care;
'Who dwell'Il in Eleufina's feats retir'd,
Lovely, delightful queen, by all defir 'd,

N uric of all mortals, whofe benignant mind,
Firft ploughing oxen to the yoke confin'd;

And gave to men, what nature's wants require,
'With plenteous means of blifs which all defire,
In verdure flourifhing, in honor bright,

Affeflor of great Bacchus, bearing light:

Vel'. z.J The fonrce of'loealtli, The following Orphic verfe
is prcfervcd to U5 by Diodorus Siculus, i. J2. which pcrfcc11y
agrees with the prefent Hymn.

That is, "Earth, mother of all things, Ceres, fouree of
wealth,"

Rejoicing
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Rejoicing in the reapers fickles, kind,

'Whofe nature lucid, earthly, pure, we find.
Prolific, venerable, Nurfe divine,

Thy daughter loving, holy Proferpine :
A car with dragonsyok'd, 'tis thine to guide,
And orgies finging round thy throne to ride:
Onlywbegotten, much-producing queen,
All flowers arc thine and fruits of lovely green.

Bright Goddefs, come, with Summer's rich increafe

Swelling and pregnant, leading fmiling Peace;
Come, with fair Concord and imperial Health,

And join wich thefe a needful Ilore of wealth.

XL.

TO THE CERALIAN MOTHEIC

The FUMIGATION from AROMATICS.

CE R AL IAN qucen, of celebrated name,

From whom both men, and Gods immortal

came;
'Who widely wand'ring once, opprefs'd with grief,

In Eleufina's valley found'it relict;

Ver. 19'] A car -nntb dragon! yok'd. Since, accccrding to our
notes Oil the preceding Hymn to Corybas, Ceres, or the Eartb,
is reprefcntcd by Orpheus under the form of an obfcurc
dragon, it is not wonderful that fhe fhould be drawn by
dragons.

Difcovering
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Difcovering Proferpine thy daughter pur~ S
In dread Avernus, difinal and obfcure ;
A facrcd youth while thro' the world you Iiray
Bacchus, attending leader of the way;

The holy marriage of rerreflrial Jove
Relating, while opprefs'd with grief you rove; 10

Come, much invok'd, and to thele rites inelin'd,
Thy myflic fuppliant blefs, with fav'ring mind.

T 0

XLI.

MIS E S.

The FUMIGATION from STORAX.

I Call Thefinophorus', fpermatic God,
Of various names, who bears the leafy rod:

Mifes, ineffable, pure, facred queen,

Two-fold Iacchus, male and female feen :

Illuilr'ous, whether to rejoice is thine
In incenfe offer'd, in the fane divine t;
Or if in Phrygia moil thy foul delights,
Performing with thy mother facred rites;
Or if the land of Cyprus is thy care,
Well pleas'd to dwell with Cytherea fail'; 10

., Or the Iegiflator,
t Of Eleufilla,

Or



( 174 )

Or if b.:llhing in the fertile plains

\rith thy dark mother Ifis, were fhc reigns,

With

Vcr. 11. J IVifb thY darl: moth~r lJis. According to Plutarch, in
hi", trcatife of His and Ofiris, HiB is the mother of Orus, who is.
called by the Greeks Apollo; and Jacchus it is well known is
a myfhc fir-name of Bacchus. Now Apollo is frequently called
in the Orphic writings Bacchus; as in the Hymn to that deity,
Bardi"l1 and Tsoo-fotd. Aud Apollo, as we have frequently o1J~

fcrved, is in the intelligible world, the ki,ng and father of the
univerfe, Prorozonus, or Ericapreus, and in the Ienfible world
the Sun. SI) that Miles or Bacchus is celebrated in this Hymn
by the fame appellations as are given to Protogonus and Apollo:
for he is called fpermatic, Iueffal.le, male and female, tee,
which bll appellation is gi \{CO to Protogonus in the Orphic
vcrfc prcfcrved by Proclus, Jib. ii. ill Tiuueum.

That is, "female and father (or male), Ilrong God Ed..
cnn.;:et:s, "

~l11dc.:;d it is common with the Orphic theologers, to celebrate
caufcs as the fame with their cfiects, and efTeCts 'with their
.;....,.Jfes; the fllpn:me as the Iubordinatc, and the fubordinate as

the fuprcmc. And this in confcqucncc of the myftcrrous union,
fllbGfling between all the divine orders, and through every part
of the uuivcrfc ; eyery thillb', c:-iccpr the fid'!: caufe, heing flamp­
ed as it were with the fame great feals of ideas, and cxifiing on
rhis ,H;COUl1t ill Fympathy and fimilitude with natures, both [11"'

pcrior and Iuaordiunte to its efience. And here I cannot hut
tC\I(<.' notice of the miflukc of Macrobius, who ;m:\giues that
all the GO(;.~ according to Orpheus, n1:1)' l-c reduced to the Sun;
rhc other diviuirics hcing but [0 111:1l1y different .rppcllatious of
rh.u d~,jfY : for it if, fuflicicntly evident to thoii' who arc {killed
ill thl' Orn:\:( thcolcrv, th,;t Orpheus was a I'olythcift as well
"-.\ I, HL}l:;: ri)i!.'t. r,~;' this miflakc of !,..'1:.1(;IO};iUS ill not wonder-

ful;
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With nurfes pure attended, ncar the flood

Of facred Egypt, thy divine abode:

Wherever

ful; as we may fay of him what Plot.inus faid, on reading the
book of 1..enginus cOlleemfllp; principles, 4IX5xc~.o? p.'Ev 0 Ao)')',~o;,

.:p11l.670t.l~ iJ'E tl~(/.fI-';;~, i , e. " Longinus is a philolcgifb, but by no
means a philofopher.' Similar to this is the miftake of modern
Mythologifls, who in conformity with the .fcfhionable philofo­
phy, call the material parts of nature, the Gods of the an..
cients : the folly and impiety of which tyftem, cannot be better
reprefented than in the words of Plutarch in his above mention­
ed curious Treatife of His and Ofiris, which I fhall give the
reader in the elegant Tranflation of Dr. Squire, P' 90. ,t W6
ought to take the greatefl; care (fays Plutarch) that we do not
explain away the very nature of the Gods, by refolving it as it
were into mere blafbs of wind, or Ilreams of rivers, into the
fowing and caring of corn, or into the changes of the earth
and fcafons, as thcfe pcrfons have actually done, who
make Bacchus to be Wine, and vulcan Fire. Jufi: as Cleanehes
fomewherc tells us, that by Profcrpine nothing elfe is meant..
but that ail' which pervading the fruits of the earth, is thereby
dcflroycd as it were, being deprived of its nutritive fpirit.i
and as a certain poet, fpeaking of reaping corn, fays,

Then, when the vigorous youth fhall Cere; cut.

For thofe who indulge themfelvcs in this manner of exprefllon,
at} jufl: as wifely as they would do, who fhould call the fails,
the cables, and the anchors of the fhip, the pilot; or the yarn
and web, the weaver; or the emulfion, the eafing draught,
and the ptifan, the phyfician. "And, P' 9I. he obicrvee, that
as the fun and the moon, and the heavens.. and the earth, and
the fea, though common to all maul, inti, have different names
given them by different people; 1'Q may the fame be affirmed,
likcwife, of that one fuprcrue rcafon, who framed this world.,
and cf that one providence which governs and watches oyer

the
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Whereverrefident, blefl pow'r attend; x:J
And with benignant mind rhefe labours end,

XLII.

TO THE SEA SON S.

The FUMIGATION from AROMATICS.

D AU GH T E RS of Jove and Themis, feafcns
bright,

juflice, and blefled peace, and lawful right,
Vernal and graffy·, vivid, holy pow'rs,
Whofe balmy breath exhales in lovely flow'rs :
All-colour'd feafons, rich increafe your care, 5
Circling, for ever flourifhing and fair:
Invefled with a veil of Ihining dew,
A fiow'ry veil delightful to the view:

tl1C whole, and of thofe f,1,-'rc!"'l1aJ~ miny1ring }O'lvcrJ tbot arc Jd
()';;t/' tht If!!i'Ut,/,> that the)' Ul'C the very fame every where, though
the honors which arc paid them, as well as the appellations
which arc given them, arc different in different places, accord­
ing to the laws of each country, as are Iikcwifc thofc fymbols,
under which the myflics endeavour to lead their votaries to the
knowk'dge of divine truths: and though feme of there are more
clear a;'(, explicit than others, yet arc they not any of them
without hazurd j for whiifr fame perfons, by wholly miflaking
their meaning and appellation, have thereby plunged them­
Ielvcs into j,!c;:i1i,lhn, others, that they might avoid [0 {arid a
quagmire, have unuvvurcs, dafhcd thcmfclves upon the rock of
utf,tijm,"

Attendin g
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Attending Proferpiuc, when back from night,
'The Fates and Graces lead her up to light; 10

When in a band-harmonious they advance,

And joyful round her, form the folcrnn dance:

With Ceres triumphing, and Jove divine;

Propitious come, and 011 our incenfe fhine ,

Gi ve earth a blamelefs Ilore of fruits to bear, 15

And make a novel myflic's life your care.

T 0

XLIII.

S E 1'1 E L E.

The FUMIGATI.ON from STORAX.

CAD1\1E AN Goddet5, univerfal queen,

Thee, Semele I cail, of beauteous mien;

Dcep-bofom'd, lovely flowing locks <ire thine,

Mother of Bacchus, joyful and divine,
The mighty offspring, whom Jove's thunder bright, 5
Forc'd immature, and fright'ncd into light:

Bora from the dcathlcfs counfcls, [cerct, high,

Of Jove Saturnian , regent of the fky;

\Vhom Proferpine permits to view the light,

And vifit mortals from the realms of night: 10

Conflant attending on the [acted rites,

And fcaft triennial, which thy foul delights;

,Vhen thy Ion's wond'rous birth mankind relate,
And fccrcts deep, and holy celebrate.

~T ~...ow
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Now I invoke thee, great Cadmean queen, 15
To blefs thefe rites with countenance ferene,

XLIV.

TO DIONYSIUS BASSAREUS TRIENNALIS ....

A H Y M N,

COME, bleifed Dionyfius, various-naiu'd,
Bull-fac'd, begot from Thunder, Bacchus fam'd ,

Baflarian God, of univerfal might,
Whom fwords, and blood, and facred rage delight:
In heav'n rejoicing, mad, loud-founding God, 5
Furious infpirer, bearer of the rod :

By Gods rever'd, who dwell'fl with human kind,
Propitious come, with much-rejoicing mind.

XLV.

TO L I K N I 'I' U s 1" B ACe H U S.

The FUMIGA1'lON from Ms xx«,

L IKNI T AN Bacch us, bearer of the vine,
Thee I invoke to blcfs thefe rites divine:

.. So called becaufe his rites were performed every third
year.

XLV. t Or the Fan-bearer,
Concerning Liknitus and the following Bacchufcs, fee the

laiC fccliou of the Differtation,

Florid



( J 79 )

florid and gay, of nymphs the bloffom bright,
And of fair Venus, Goddefs of delight,
'Tis thine mad foorfteps with mad nymphs to beat, 5
Dancing rhro' groves with lightly leaping feet:
From Jove's high counfels nurll by Proferpine,
And born the dread of all the pow'rs divine:

Come, blefled pow'r, regard thy fuppliant's voice,
Propitious come, and in thefe rites rejoice. 1Q

XLVI.
TO BACCHUS PERICIONIUS*.

The FUMIGATION from AROMATICS.

BACCH U S Pcricionius, hear my pray'r,
Who mad'i1 the houfe of Cadmus once thy care,

With matchlefs force, his pillars twining round,
(When burning thunders fhook the folid ground,
In flaming, founding torrents borne along), .5
l'ropt by thy grafl' indiffolubly ftrong.
Come mighty Bacch us to thefe rites inclin'd,
And blefs thy fuppliants with rejoicing mind.

XLVII.

T 0 S A BAS IUS.

The FUMIGATION from AROMATICS

H EAR me, illui1rious father, dremon fam'd,
Great Saturn's offspring, and Sabafius nam'd;

e So called from 'lrf~l and 1(,~1111 o little pillar.

N 7. Infertinr-..
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Inferring Bacchus, bearer of the vine,

And founding God, within thy thigh divine,

That when mature, the Dionyfran God 5

Might burfl the bands of his conceal'd abode,

And come to facrcd Trnolus, his dclig"hr,
Where fppa dwells, all beautiful and bright.

Come bleflcd Phrygian God, the kin.;' of all,

And aid thy myflics, when on thee they call. 10

XLVIII.

T 0 I P l' A·".

The F....Ii\fIGATJOi.\" from STORAX.

G'REAT Jl~ll"~C of Ba.cchus, to my p.l';lY'r incline,
for holy Sabus ' {;.'C!'Ct rites arc rhine,

T'hc myllic rites of Bacchus' l';i,gbtly choirs,

Compos'd. of [1.Cl'cJ, lO\ld~refol111diJlg fires:
Ileal' me, rcrreitri.rl !110"{hCf, mighty queen, 5

Whether on Phrygi:L's holy mountain +fceu,
Or if to dwell in 'Imol us thee delights,

·With holy c.fpeel come, and blcfs thefe rites.

e Jppa according to Proclus is the [im::::: with Juno,

t Ida.

XLIX.
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XLIX.
L Y S IUS LEN 1E U S.

A 11 Y M N.

5

10

15

H EAR me, Jove's [on, bIeft Bacchus, God of wine,
_. __ Born of two mothers, honor'd and divine;
Lyfian, Euior!"';- .Hacchus, various-nani'd,
Of Gods the oS:spring fccrcr, holy, fam'd :
Fertile and nourithing, whoi~' liberal care

Earth's fr uirs incrcafes, Houriihing- and fair;

Sounding, magnanimous, LC.:.1x'll1 pow't·
o various form'd, medic'nal, holy flow'r:
!v1ortals in thee, rcpofc from labour find,

Delightful charm, deGr'd by all mankind:
Fair-hair'd Euion, Bromian, joyful God,

Lyfian, inveflcd with the leafy rod.

To there our rites, bel'lignant pow'r incline,

When fav'ring men, or when on Gods you fhine ,
Be prcfent to thy myflic's [upl'liant pray'r,

Rejoicing come, and fruits abundant bear.

T a
L.

THE N Y MPH S.
The FUMIGATION from AROMATICS.

NY M P H S, who from Ocean's I1ream derive YO\ll

birth,
Who dwell in liquid caverns of the earth;

• Euion in~cmiuat, repar.rbilis affonnt Echo,

N3

Ptt}lIl. ,

N urfes
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5

20

ro

15

Nurfes of Bacchus fecret.courfinj- pow'r,
''1ho fruits fuflain, and nournh ev'ry flow'r :
Earthly, rejoicing, who in meadows dwell,
And caves and dens, whofe depths extend to hell:
Holy, oblique, who fwiftly foal' thro' air,
Fountains and dews, and mazy ftreams your care:
Seen and unfeen, who joy with wand'rings wide
And gentle courfe, thro' flow'ry vales to glide;
Vlith Pan exnlting on the mountains height,
Loud-founding, mad, whom rocks and woods delight:

Nymphs od'rous rob'd ill white, whofe Itrearns

exhale
The breeze refrefhing, and the balmy g,le;
With goats and paftures pleas'd, and beafls of

prey,
Nurfes of fruits, unconfcious of decay:
In cold rejoicing, and to cattle kind,
Sportive thro' ocean wand'ring unconfin'd:
Nyfian, fanatic Nymphs, whom oaks delight,
Lovers of Spring, Pseonian virgins bright.

With Bacchus, and with Ceres, hear my pray'r,
And to mankind abundant favour bcar;
Propitious liileu to yonr fuppliants voice,
Come, and benignant in thefe rites rejoice;
Give plenteous Seafons, and fufficient wealth,
And pour, in Iafling flreams, continued Health.

L1.
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LI.

T R lET E RIC U S.

The FUMIGATION from AROMATICS.

BACCHUS f.anatic, much-nam'd, blefl, divine,
Bull-fac'd. :::~Cll<".ean, bearer of the vine;

From fire defcendcd, raging, Nyfian king,
From whom initial ceremonies fpring :
Likniran Bacchus, pure and fiery bright, 5
Prudent, crown-bearer, wandering in the night;
Pupil of Proferpine, myilerious pow'r,
Triple, ineffable, Jove's fecret flow'r:
Ericapseus, firfiMbcgotten nam'd,
Of Gods the father, and the offspring fam'd : 10

Bearing a fceptre, leader of the choir, }
Whofe dancing feet, fanatic Furies fire,
When the triennial band thou daft infpire,
Loud-founding, Tages, of a fiery light,
Born of two mothers, Amphietus bright: 15

Vel'. 10.] OJ Gods the fatber, &c. Acording to the fragment
prefervcd by Ficinus, and tranflated in our Differtation, Trie­
tericua is the nofbic power, or intellect of the Sun; and the
Sun is in the fenflblc world, what Protogonus or Phanes is in the
intelligible world: or, in other words, the Sun is the Phanea
of the material world, for Trictericus is exprefsly called in
this Hymn Protogonus. With perfect agreement, therefore,
to the Orphic theology, Protogonus, confldercd as the firfi: of
the fecret genera of the Gods, is the father of the Gods; but
confidered <1S the Sun of the material world, he is the offspring
'J£ the God"

N4 Wand'ring



'V"nd'ring on mountains, cloth'd with fkins of deer,
/\.po110 goldcn~ray'd, 'whom all revere.
God of the grape with leaves of ivy crowu'd,
n.dt:'1rian, lovely, virgin-like, renown 'd :

Come blefled pow'r, regard thy myftics voice, .:0

Propitious come, and in thefe rites rejoice.

LI1.

T 0 A flIP HIE T USB ACe H U S.

'The FUMIGATION fr0111 every AROMATIC except
FRANKINCENSE~

T ER REST RI AL Dionyfius, hear my pray 'r,
Awak'ned rife with nymphs of lovely hair:

Great Amphietus Bacchus, annual God,
'Who laid aflcep in Proferpine.'s abode,

Did'fl lull to drowfy and oblivious reft,

The rites triennial, and the facrcd feail:;

'Which rous'd again by thee, in graceful ring,
'Thy nurfes round thee myflic anthems fing ;
When brifkly dancing with rejoicing pow 'rs,
'Thou 1110V'0: in concert with the circling hou'rs. ]0

Come, blefled, fruitful, horned, and divine,
And on thefe rites with joyful afpect fhine;
Accept the general incenfe and the pray'r,

And make prolific holy fruits thy care.

LIII.
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LIlI.

To S I LEN U S, SAT Y R U S, and the

J' R I EST E SSE S of B A C C H U S.

The FUMIGATION from MANNA.

G R E AT nurfe of Bacchus, to my pray'r incline,
Silenus, honor'd by the pow 'rs divine;

And by mankind at the triennial feafl
Hluftrious daemon, revercne'd as the bcfl:
Holy, augufr, the fource of lawful rites, 5
Rejoicing pow'r, 'whom vigilance delights;
'With Sylvana dancing ever young and fair,
Head of the Bacchic Nymphs, who ivy bear.
'With all thy Satyrs on our inccnfe fhine,

Dsemons wild fcnri'd, and blefs the rites divine; 10

Come, roufe to facred joy thy pupil king '*,
And Brumal Nymphs with rites Lens-an bring;
Our orgies fhining thro' the night infpire,
And blefs triumphant pow'r the facred choir.

T 0

LIY.

V E NUS.

A H Y M N.

H E AY'N L Y , illufrrious, laughter-loving queen,

Sea-born, night. loving, of an awful mien;

.. Becaufe he was the nurfe of Bacchus.

Crafty,
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Crafty, from whom neccffity firll came,
Producing, nightly, all-conneCting dame:
'Tis thine the world with harmony to join, 5
For all things fpring from thee, 0 pow'r divine.
The triple Fates arc rul'd by thy decree,
And all productions yield alike to thee:
Whate'er the heav'ns, encircling all contain,

Earth fruit-producing, and the Ilormy main, 10

Thy fway confeiles, and obeys thy noel,
Awful attendant of the brumal God:
Goddefs of marriage, charming to the figllt,
Mother of Loves, whom banquetings delight;
Source of perfuafion, fecret, fav'ring queen, 15
Illuilrious born, apparent and unfeen :
Spoufal, lupercal, and to men inclin'd,
Prolific, moft-defir'd, life-giving., kind:
Great fceptre. bearer of the Gods, 'tis thine,
Mortals in neceJTary bands to join; ,20

And ev'ry tribe of favage monflers dire
In magic chains to bind, thro' mad defire,

Ver, 5.] "Tis thine th~ -rcorld 'with harmony to join. According
to the Orphic theology as related by Proclus, and from him by
Efchenbach, in Epig, P: 52. Venus is the caufe of all the har­
mony and analogy in the unlvcrfc, and of the union of form.
with matter j connecting and comprehending the powers of all
the: mundane elements. And although this Gadders ranks a­
mong the fupermundanc divinities; yet her principal employ­
ment conflfts, in beautifully iiluminating the order, harmony,
and communion of all mundane concerns.

Come,



( 187 )

Come, Cyprus-born, and to my pray'!' incline,

Whether exalted in the hcav 'ns you Ihine,

Or pleas'd in Syria's temple to prefide ,
Or o'er th' Egyptian plains thy car to guide,

Fafhion'd of gold; and near its facred flood,

Fertile and fam'd to fix thy blefl abode;

Or if rejoicing in the azure fhorcs,

Ncar where the rea with foaming billows roars,

The circling choirs of mortals, thy delight,

Or beauteous nymphs, with eyes cerulean bright,
Pleas'd by the dufly banks renowu'd of old,
To drive thy rapid, two-yok'd car of gold;

Or if in Cyprus with thy mother fair,

Where married females praife thee ev'ry year,

And beauteous virgins in the chorus join,
Adonis pure to f1ng and thee divine;
Come, all-attractive to my pray'r inclin'd,

for thee, I call, with holy, reverent mind.

z;

3°

35

+0

T 0

LV.

ADO N I S.

The FUMIGATION from AROMATICS.

M U C H -nam'd , and befl of dzemons, hear
pray"r,

The defart-loving, deek'd with tender hair;

Joy todiffufe, by all defir'd is thine,
Much forrn'd, Eubulus, aliment divine:

my

Female
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Female and Male, all channing to the fight, 5
Adonis ever flourifhing and bright;
At flared periods doom'd to fer and rife,
'With Iplcndid lamp, the glory of the fkics,

'Two-horn'd and lovely, revercnc'd with tears,

Of beauteous form, adorri'd with copious hairs. t o
Rejoicing in the chace, alJMgl'aceful pow'r,

Sweet plant of Venus, Love's delightful flow'!':
Defcended from the feeret bed divine,

Of Iovely-hair'd, infernal Proferpinc.

'Tis thine to fink in Tarrarus profound, 15
And fhinc again thro' heav 'ns ilfufirious round,

"\Vith beauteous temp'ral orb rcftor'd to fisht;
Come, with earth '5 fruits, and in thcfe flumes delight.

LVI.

TO THE TERRESTRIAL HERMES.

The FUMIGATION from STORAX.

FIERMES I call, whom Fate decrees to dwell

In the dire path which leads to deepeft hell ;

o Bacchic Hennes, progeny divine

Of Dionyfius, parent of the vine,

Vel'. 8.] IIT;t!, !/J!oll/ld lam}, &c. Proclus , in his elegant
Hymn to the Sun, celebrates him as frequently called Adonis;
and this perfectly agrees with the prefent epithet, and with
many others in the Hymn.

And
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And of ccleflial Venus Paphian queen,

Dark eve-lalh'd Godclcfs of a lovely mien:

Who conftant wand'refl thro' the facred feats

"INhere hell's dread cmprcfs l'roferpine, retreats;

To wretched fouls the leader of the way

'Vhcn ::Fate decrees, to regions void of da:r :
Thine is the wand which cnufcs Ilccp to tly ,
Or lulls to fiumb'rous reft the weary eye;

For Proferpine thro' Tart'rus dark and wide
Gave thee forever flmving fouls to guide.

Come, blefled pow'r the firerifiee attend,
A nd grant our my Iiic works a happy end,

5

T:::

I .
)

TO

LVII.

C U l' I D, OR L 0 V Eo

'The FUl\lIGATIO~ from AROM,'\TICS.

I Call great Cupid, fource of Iwcct delight,

, Holy and pure, and lovely to the light;
Darting, and wing'd, impetuous fierce dcfire,
With Gods and mortals playing, wand'ring fire:
Cautious, and two-fold, keeper' of the keys 5
Of heav'n and earth, the air, and fpreading feas;
Of all that Ceres' fertile realms contains,
By which til' all-parent Goddefs life fuflains,
Or difmal T'artarus is dooni'd to keep,

Widely extended, or the founding deep; 10

S For



for thee, all Nature's various realms obey,
Who rul'!t alone, with univerfal fway,

Come, bleffed pow'r, regard thefe myflic fires,
And far avert, unlawful mad defires,

LVIII.

T 0 THE FAT E S.

The FUMIGATION from AROMATICS.

D AU G H T E R S of darkling night, much-nam'd,
draw ncar

Infinite Fates, and liflen to my pray'r;
\Vho in the heav'nly lake (where waters white
Eurft from a fountain hid in depths of night,
And thro' a dark and !tony cavern glide, 5
A cave profound, invifible) abide;

Vel', 3.J Wbo ill tbe hca~J'n~y lake, &c. Gerner coofcffcs he i.
~gnorrmt 'what the poet means by the A:f'~Y! 'OV~M{rL, or heavenly
Jake j as likcvvifc of the dark cavern in which he places the
Fates. At firIl:: fight indeed the whole feems impenetrably ob­
[cure, but on compar-ing this Hymn with the 68th, to the
Fur-ies, we {hall find that the poet cxprcfsly calls them the
Fates j and places them in an obfeure cavern by the holy water
0f StY"" And. [rom hence it :::.ppcars, that the Heavenly Lake
is the fame with the Stygian Pool; which is called heavenly
perhaps, bccaufe the Gods [wear by it. But it is not wonder..
ful that the vvater is called white; fincc Hefiod, in Theog. v ,
791. fpcaks of the Stygian vvoters as falling into the fea with
filvcry whir-ls. And what Ilrengthcns the iilulbration frill more,
l"'uigentim places the Fates with Pluto.

From
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From whence, wide couding round the boundlefs
earth,

Your pow'c extends to thofe of mortal birth;
To men with hope elated, trifling, gay,
A race prefumptuous, born but to decay; 10

Whofe life 'tis your's in darknefs to conceal
To fenfe impervious, in a purple veil,
When thro' the fatal plain they joyful ride
In one great car, Opinion for their guide;
'Till each completes his heav'n-appointed round '5
At Jullice, Hope, and Care's concluding bound,
The terms abfolv'd, prefcrib'd by ancient law
Of pow'r immenfe, and jullwithout a flaw;
For Fate alone with vifion unconfin'd,

Surveys the conduct of the mortal kind. 20

Fate is jove's perfect and eternal eye,
For Jove and Fate our cv'ry deed dcfcry.
Come, gentle pow'rs, well born, benignant, fum'd,

Atropos, Lachefis, and Clotho nam'd:
Unchang'd, aerial, wand'ring in the night, 25
Reillefs, invifible to mortal fIght;
Fates all-producing, all-dellroying hear,
Regard the incenfc and the holy pray'r;
Propitious liilen to thcfe rites inclin'd,
And far avert diflrefs with placid mind. 30

LIX.
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T 0 THE G R ACE S.

The FU'dIGATION from STORAX.

H E AR me, illuflrious Graces, mighty nam'd,
_ From Jove defcended and Eunomia fam'd;

Thalia, and Aglai;t fair and bright,
And b1cl1 Euphrofync whom joys delight:
Mothers of mirth, all lovely to the view, 5
I'leafure abundant pure belongs to you:

Various, forever BOll ri!hing and fair,

Defir'd by mortals, much invok'd in pray'r:

Circling, dark-cy 'd, delightful to mankind,
Come, and your myl1ics blefs with bounteous mind.

T 0

LX.

N E 1\1 E SIS.

A H Y M N.

T r-1E E , Nemcfis I call, almighry queen;
By whom the deeds of mortal life are fcen :

Eternal, much rcver'd, of boundlefs fight,

Alone rejoicing in the jul1 and right:

Ch.nging the counfels of the human breafl 5

For ever various, rolling without rell.

To
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To every 1110,'ta1 is thy influence known,

And men beneath thy righteous bondage groan;
Yd'r ev'ry thought within the mind conccal'd

Is to thy light perfpicuouily reveal'd,
The foul unwilling reafon to obey
By lawlcfs paffion rul'd, thy eyes furvey,
All to fee, heal', and rule, 0 pow'r divine
Whofe nature Equity contains, is thine.
Come, bleficd, holy Goddefs, heal' my pray 'r,
And make thy myi1ie's life, thy conflant care:

Give aid benignant in the needful hour,

And i1rength "bundant to the reas'ning 1'0',1"1';

And far avert the dire, unfriendly race

Of counfels impious, arrogant, and bafe,

10

1 -.>

:.;0

T 0

LXI.

JUSTICE

Perceiving

The FUI\HGATION from FRANKINCEKSE.

T H E piercing eye of Juaice bright, I jlng,
Plac'd by the throne of heav'n's almight}

king,

Ver. 1'.) Tht pL"'cing ey:, &c. This Hymn is cited by
Demeflhcncs in his firtt Ipccch againfl: Ariftogiton, as follows
\, Let us, 'fays the orator overlooking all cullom, judge right('~

tins judgment; let us reverence Euriomia that loves equity,
and prefcrvcs Ilarc s; and inexorable 6lJ!r, (right or jutlicc)

o wl!o~
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Perceiving thence, with vifion uncorrfiu'd,

The life and conduct of the human kind:

To thee, revenge and punifhmcnt belong, iI;
Ch"fiiling ev'ry deed, unjuft and wrong;

Whofe pow'r alone, diffimilars can join,
And from th' equality of truth combine:

For all the ill, perfuafion can infpire,
When urging bad defigns, with counfel dire, Hi
'Tis thine alone to puniih , with the race
Of lawlefs paflions, and incentives bafc ;
For thou art ever to the good inclin'd,
And hoflile to the men of evil mind.

Come, all-propitious, and thy fuppliant hear, r 5
lVhcn Fate's prcdeftin'd, final hour draws ncar.

T 0

LXII.

E Q.. U I T Y.

The F1J!'>nc.~.. TION from FRANKn"cENsE<t

O BleiTcd Equity, mankind's delight,
Th' eternal friend of conduct jufl and right:

Abundant, venerable, honor'd maid,
'1'0 judgments pure, difpcnfing conftanc aid,

whom Orpheus, our inflruclor, in the molt holy initiations,
7sAOnil, places by the throne of Jove, in[peding the affairs of
men. Let each of us imagine her piercing-eye is now u})on US 1
and think and vote fa as not to diihoncur [:1" from whom ~vcry

1uuZ": has his name;"

A Ilable
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A flablc confcience, and an upright mind; 5
For men unjufl, by thee are undermin'd,
Whofe fouls perverfe thy bondage ne'er defire,
But more untam'd decline thy fcourges dire;

Harmonious, friendly power, avcrfe to Ilrifc,
In peace rejoicing", and a flable life; 1Gl

Lovely, loquacious, of a gentle mind,
Hating cxcefs, to equal deeds inclin'd ;
\Vifdom, and virtue of whatc'cr degree,
Receive their proper bound alone in thee.
Hear, Goddcfs Equity, the deeds defrroy ! 5
Of evil men, which human life annoy;

That aU may yield to thee of mortal birth,

Whether fupported by the fruits of earth,
Or in her kindly fertile bofom found,

Or in the depths of Marine Jove profound, 20

T 0

LXII[.

LAW.

A H Y M N.

T H E holy king of Gods and men I call,
. Celeftial Law, the righteous feal of all ;

The feal which Ilamps whntc'cr the earth contains,
Nature's tirrn bafis, and the liquid plains;
Stable, and flarry, of harmonious frame, S
Prcfcrving laws eternally the fame ,

o z Til;



Thy all-compofing pow'r in hcavn appc.us,

Connects its frame, and props the Ilarry fphcrcs ;

And fhakes weak Envy with tremendous found,

Tofsd by thy arm in giddy whirls around, r o
'Tis thine, the life of mortals to defend,

And crown exifrence with a bleflcd end;
For thy command alone, of all that lives
Order and rule to cv'ry dwelling gives:

Ever obfcrvant of the upright mind, is
And of juil actions the companion kind;
Foe to the lawlefs, with avenging ire,
Their i1eps involving in dcflrudion dire.
Come, blcft, abundant pow'r, whom all revere,

By all dcfir'd, with fav'ring mind draw ncar; 20

Give me thro' life, on thee to fix my fight,

And ne'er forfakc the equal paths of right.

T 0

LXIV.
MAR S ·x·,. .

The }<U:-,H(;ATION from FRA~KDiCENS£ ..

M Agnanimous, unconquer'd, boiflrous Mars,

.I In darts rejoicing, and in bloody wars:

)c, This deity, according to Proclos, in Rcpub. p, 32'3. per.,
petunlly difcerns and nourifhcs, and confl:lllti)' excites the con­
traricties of the univerfc, that the world m<iY cxifl perfect and
entire: from all its pans. But he requires the afliflance of
Venus, that he may iufcrt order end h;m11011Y into things can..
trary antidifcordaat.

Fierce
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Fierce and untam'd, whofe mighty pow'r can make
The ihongefl wall. from their foundations fhake :

Mortal defrroying king, dcfil'd with gore, 5
Plcas'd with war's dreadful and tumultuous roar:
Thee, human blood, and fwords , and fpears delight,
And the dire ruin of mati lavage fight.

Stay, furious contcfls, and avenging" ilrifc,

Whofe works with woe, embitter human life; 10

To lovely Venus, and to Bacchus yield,
To Ceres gi ve the weapons of the field;
Encourage peace, to gentle works incliu'd,
And give abundance, with benignant mind.

LXV.

T 0 V U L CAN »,

The FUMIGATiON from FRANK lNCE~SE and
MANNA.

ST R O N G, mighty V ulcan, bearing fplcndid light,
Unweary'd fire, with flaming torrents bright:

Strong-handed, dcathlcfs, and of art divine,
Pure element, a portion of the world is thine:

~ This deity, according to Proclus, in Rcpnb. p. 383. adorn;
I.)y his artifice, the fenfiblc machine of the univerfe, which he
fills with cer-tain rcafons, proportions, and powers of N<'.tllrc.
But he requires the atfiilancc of Venus, that he may invcfl Icnfi.,
blc effects with beauty, and by th.s means caufe the pulchritude
of the world.

o 3 xn.
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All-taming artiil, all-diffufive pow'r, S
'ris thine fupreme, all fubflance to devour:
.lEther, Sun, Moon, and Stars; light pure and clear,
For there thy lucid parts to men "ppear.
To thee, all dwellings, cities, tribes belong,
Diffus'd thro ' mortal bodies bl'ight and ilwng. IQ

Hear, bleifed power, to holy rites incline,
And all propitious on the incenfe fhine :

Supprefs the rage of fires unweary'd frame,
And Ilill preferve our nature's vital flame.

T 0

LXVI.

ESCULAPIUS.

The FUMIGATION from MANNA.

G R EAT Efculapius, lkill'd to heal mankind,
All-ruling Psaan, and phyfieian kind;

Whofe arts medie'naJ, can alone a«uage
Difeafcs dire, and 1101' their dreadful rage:
Strong lenient God, regard my fuppliant pray']', 5
Bring gentle Health, adorrr'd with lovely hair;
Convey the means of mitigating pain,
And raging, deadly peftilcnce reflrain,

o pow'r all-fiourifhing, abundant, bright,
Apollo's honor'd offspring, God of light; 10

Hufband of blamclefs Health, the conflant foe
Of dread Difeafe the minuter of woe;

Come,
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Come, blefled faviour, and my health defend,
And to my life afford a profp'rous end.

T 0

LXVII.

H E A L T IT

LXVIII.

The FUM!GATION from MANNA.

O Much-ddir'd, prolific, gen'ral queen,

Hear me, lire-bearing Health, of be'lUtcOllS

mien,
Mother of all; by thee difeafes dire,

Of blifs deflructivc, from our life retire;
And ev'ry houfc is flourifhing and fair, 5
If with rejoicing afpect thou art there:
Each dredal art, thy vig'rous force infpires,

And all the world thy helping hand delires;
Pluto life's bane alone refifl s thy will,

And ever hates thy all-preferving fkill, 10

o fertile queen, from thee forever flows

To mortal life from agony repofe;

And men without thy all-fuflaining cafe,

Find nothing ufeful, nothing form'd to plcafe ;
Without thy aid, not Plutus ' felf can thrive, J 5

Nor mall to much afflicted age arrive;

For thou alone of countenance ferene,

Doll govern all things, univerfal queen.
Affill thy myllics with propitious mind,

And far avert difeafe of ev 'ry kind.

04
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LXVIII.

THE FURIES"

The FUI\UGATION from ARo.:VIATICS.

V O CI FE ROU C, Bacchanalian Furies, hear!
Ye, I invoke) dread p-,N'rs, whom all revere;

Nightly, profound, il~ .ccrct who retire,
Tifiphonc, Aleuo,."d Mcgara dire:

Deep in a cavern merg 'd, involv'd in night, 10

Near where Styx liows impervious to the l1ght;
Ever attendant on myficrious rites,
Furious and fierce, whom Fate's dread law delights;
Revenge and farrows dire to you be1011g,

Hid in a favage veil, fevere and i1:rong~ rc
Terrific virgins, who forever dwell

Endu'd with various forms, in dcepcflhell ;
Aerial, and unfeen by human kind,
And fwiftly courling, rapid as the mind.
In vain the Sun with wing'd refulgence bright, 15-
In vain the Moon, far darting milder light,
Wifdom and Virtue may attempt in vain,

And plcaf!!lg Art, our rranfporr to obtain;
Unlefs with rhcfe you readily confpire,
And far avert your all-dctlruciivc ire. 20

-<j Sec the note to Hymn lviii, to the Fates.

The
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The boundlefs tri bes of mortals you defcry,

And juftly rule with Right's impartial eye.
Come, fuaky-hair'd, Fates mauyform'd, divine,
Supprefs your rage, and to our rites incline.

T 0

LXIX.

'I' H E FUR I E S.

5

10

IS

The FU1iIGATION from AROMATICS.

I
~lEAR.. me, illuitrious Furies, mighty nam'd,
~ Terrific pow'rs, tor pruccnr ccuntcl fam'd;

Holy and pure, from Jove terre ltrial burn

And Proferpinc, whom lovely leeks adorn:

Whofe piercing fight, with vifion uneonfin'd,

Surveys the deeds of all the impious kind:

On Fate attendant, punifhing the race

(\Vith wrath fcvcre) of deeds unjufl and bafe.

Dark.colour'd queens, whofe glittering eyes, are

bright
vVith dreadful, radiant, life-deflroying light;
Eternal rulers, terrible and {hong,
"1'0 whom revenge, and tortures dire belong;
Fatal and horrid to the human fight,

'With fnaky rreflcs wand'ring in the night;

Hither approach, ane! in there rites rejoice,

1'0,' ye, I call, with holy, fuppliant voice,

LXX.
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LXX.

MEL I N 0 E.

The FUMIGATION from AROMATICS.

I Call Melinoe, faffron-vcil'd, terrene,
Who from infernal Pluto's facrcd queen,

Mixt with Sarurnian Jupiter, arofe,
Neal' where Cocytus' mournful river nowa ,

When under Pluto's femblance, Jove divine 5
Decciv'd with guileful arts dark Proferpine.

Hence, partly black tby limbs and partly white,
:From Pluto dark, from Jove etherial, bright
Thy colour'd members, men by night infpire
'When feen in fpeclcr'd forms with terrors dire; r o
Now darkly vifible, involv'd in night,
Peripicuous now they meet the fearful fight.
'Terreflrial queen expel wherever found
The foul's mad fears to earth's remorcft bound;
'With holy afpcct on our incenfe fhine, 15

And blcfs thy myfiics, and the rites divine.

T 0

LXXI.

FOR TUN E.

The FU'''GATION from FRANKINCENSE.

A Pproach f1rong Fortune, with propitious mind

And rich abundance, to my pray'r inclin'd :

PlaciJ.
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i']odd and gentle Trivia, mighty nam'd,

Imperial Dian, born of Pluto fam'd ;
Mankind', unconquer'd, endlefs praifeis thine, S
Sepulch'ral, widely-wand'ring pow'r divine!
In thee, our various mortal life is found,

And fame from thee in copious wealth abound;
While others mourn thy hand averfe to blefs

In all the bitrernefs of deep diftrefs, 10

Ile prefcnr, Gadders, to thy vot'ry kind,
And give abundance with benignant mind.

LXXII.

TOT HE DIEM 0 N, OR G E N I US.

The FUMIGATION from FRANKINCENSE.

T HEE, mighty ruling, Dremon dread, I call,
Mild Jove, life.giving, and the fource of all;

Great Jove, much-wand'ring, terrible and Ilrong,
To whom revenge and tortures dire belong.
Mankind from thee, in plenteous wealth abound, 5
When in their dwellings joyful thou art found;

Or pafs thro' life afflicted and diil:refs'd,
The needful mean, ofblifs by thee fupprefl,
'Tis thine alone endu'd with boundlefs might,
To keep the keys of farrow and delight. 10

Ver, 3.J Placidand gu}lle Tn',.,ia. See the note to the lotto­
c.\'.l.:1.ion to Mufeus.

o holy,
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o holy, bleffed father, hear my pray'r,
Difperfe the feeds of life-confuming care;
'Vith fav'ring mind the facred rites attend,

And grant my days a glorious, bleffed end.

T 0

LXXIII.

LEU COT H E A.

The FUMIGATiON from AROMATICS.

I Call Leucothea, of great Cadmus born,
And Bacchus' nurfe, whom ivy leaves adorn.

Hear, pow'rful Goddefs, in the mighty deep
'Vide and profound, thy lI:ation doom'd to keep:
In waves rejoicing, guardian of mankind; :;
Jar fhips from thee alone dcliv'rance find
Arnidft the fury of th' unliable main,
When art no more avail, and ftrength is vain;

When ruihing billows with tempcil:uous ire
O'erwhc1m the mariner in ruin dire, 10

Thou hear'fl, with pity touch'd, his fuppliant pray'r,
Rcfolv'd his life to fuccour and to Ipare,
Be ever prcfent, Goddefs! in diflrefs,
'Vaft fhips along with profperous fuccefs :
Thy myi1ics thro' the lI:ormy rea defend, 15
And fafe conduct them to their deflin'd end.

LXXIV.
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LXXIV.

PAL JE lVI 0 N.

The FUMIGATION from ~1ANNA.

O Nurs'd with Dionyiius, doom'd to keel'
Thy dwelling in the widely-Ipreading deep;

With joyful afpect to my pray'r incline,
Propitious come, and blefs the rites divine:
Thro' earth and fea thy minifiers attend, 5
And from old Ocean's Qormy waves defend:
For [hips their fafety ever owe to thee,
Who wand'reft with them thro' the raging fea,
Come, guardian pow"r, whom mortal tribes defire,
And far avert the deep's dcflructive ire. IQ

LXXV.

T 0 THE MUS E S.

The FUMIGATION from FRANKINCENSE.

DAughters of Jove, dire-founding and divine,
Rcnowri'd, Pieri an, fwcetly fpeaking Nine;

To

Vet". I.] ])augbttrs of ']07)(, Proclus, in fome manufctipt
commentary, cited by Gyraldua, in Syntag. de Mufis. P' 534­
fays that the Mufes are called the daughters of Jove and
Mnemofync, becaufe to thole who de fire to poflcfs difciplines
andfciences, intellect and the power of memory an: neceffary

1 ~~
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To thofe whofe breafls your facrcd furies fire
Much-form'd, the objcds of fuprcmc defire :

Source.

as the firfi: requifites t the latter of which the Greeks call
P.VIlP.()VjP'~;, the former VOIlTIXO;. But as the befl explanation of
the nature of the Mufea is given by Prcclus, in his Commentary
en Plato's Republic, P' 399, accompanied with all that philofc­
phical elegance and fubtilty which he poffcfled in fo remarkable
a degree, I perfuade nryfelf the following- Paraphrafe on his
difcourfe concerning the different kinds of poets, will be highly
acceptable to the liberal reader j and that its great excellence
will amply compenfate for its length.

" In the firft place then, there arc three poetic forms corre­
fponding to the three different powers of the foul, Intellect,
Reafon, and Opinion. Thefc we fhall explain according to the
opinion ef Plato ; and produce from Homer examples of each.
The firfl kind of poetry then, is fimilar to intellect. But Intel­
leel: is the bcft, mofb perfect, and moft divine power of the
feul : it is the mort firnilar to a divine life, in the contempla­
tion of which it is wholly employed, and is Iwallowed up us it
were in the offence of divinity; fo that it enkindles its 0\\'11

light from the fplendor of tl~e Gods, and conjoins its own nv,fl
fimple effence with fupcrnarural unity. In like manner the
mort excellent kind of poetry, gives beatitude to the foul, from
divinity, and places it among the Gods; participating by an
ineffable union with the participated deities, and conjoining
that which is filled with good, with its rcplcuifhing fource,
Hence it nbfb-accs the foul from all material connections, illu­
-minates it with celcfl.ial light, inflames it with a divine fire;
and compels the. whole inferior confkitutiou of the foul, to be
obedient to intellect alone. Indeed, a Fury of this kind is more
excellent than any temperance j fincc it furnifhcs the foul with
fuch a i'ymmetry and proportion of divinity, that the very
words burfting forth as its laft effects, appear to be adorned
with the beautiful band, of mcafurc and number. For as pro-

photic
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Sources of blamelefs virtue to mankind, 5
Who form to excellence the youthful mind;

Who

phetic fury arifes from truth, and the amatorial from beauty;
19 the poetic proceeds from divine fymmetr y, by means of
which it moO; intimately unites the poets with the Gods. Plato,
in the Phredrus, fpeaking of this Fury, fays that it is an occupA­
tiou {If the Mufes j and a Fury fenc from above on tender and
untouched fouls. That its employment is to fufcitnte and in­
fplrc the poet, according to odes and the other kinds of pocn-, .
hut its end, the inflruction of poftcrity by celebrating the infi­
nite deeds of antiquity. From rhefc words it is plain, that Plato,
in the firfl;place, afcribee divinity to this kind of poetry, as bc~

iag derived from the Mufcs : who fill as well intelligible as
fcnfible work" with paternal harmony, and cllegant motion.
But he calls it an occupation, becaufe the whole illuflratcd
foul, refigns itfclf to the prcfent effecl of Illuminating divini­
ty: and a Fury, becaufe it rclinquifhcs its 0\\'11 proper il~gelH:i_

ty, and is carried according to the vigorous irnpulfc of a illP'"
r.or power. Again. in the Iccond place he dcfcribcs the habit
of the foul thus occupied: for, he fays, it ought to be tender and
untouched : not rigid, hard, and filled with many and various
opinions, foreign from infpiring diviniiy : but it Ihould be
foft and tender, that it may cafily admit divine infpiration j and
untouched, that it may be finccre and empty of all other ccn.,
ccrns. In the third place, he adds its common employrncnt ,
that it is perfected by the afflatus of the 1\-11.1fes, and by the foul
properly difpofcd for its reception Indeed fufcitanon is an ele­
vation of the foul, an operation but little depraved, and a v ig01'~

ousconverfion to the deity, from a lapfc into the whirls of g'~~

ncratiou, But an afflatus is a divine motion, and an unwearied
ruufical dance towards the infpiting deity. Laftly, he teilifics
that human concerns fraken from a divine mouth, become more
l)crft:CI:, illuflrious, and more convenient for the delivery of
true doctrine to the hearers. Not that this kind of poetry is ac-,

commcdated
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Who nurfe the foul, and give her to defcry
The paths of right with Rcafon's fleady eye.

commodatcd to juvenile tuition, hut is the moil: convenient of
all for the inflruction of thole who are perfect in politic difci­
pltne, and who earneftiy defire the rnyftlcal tradition of di..
vine concerns. On this account, Plato defervedly prefers it to
all human arts. But he who (as he writes in the fame place)
approaches to the poetic gates, without the Fury of the Mufes,
trufiing that he may become a good poet by a certain art, will
be himfelf empty, as well as his poetry, in rcfpeCl of that
which proceeds from Fury; before whofe prefence, the poetry
vauiflies 'which is dictated by prudence: alone." Thus far from
the Pheadrus.

Again, not diffimilar tothefc, are the words of Socrates in
the 10. For when the rbapfodift affirms, that he abounds with a
copioufnefs of difcourfe on Homer, but not upon the other
poets, Socrates afcribes the caufe of this to his being moved by
divine force, and not by art, For unlcfs he was peculiarly in ..
dined to Homer by a divine inflinct, he would be equally as
copious on all other poet;; as upon Homer. But the firfr mover
fays he is a Cod or a Mufc, that is a divine caufe ; from thence
the poet is excited, and from him again the rhapfodifb. Hence
poetic Fury is a medium between a divine principle and the
rhapfcditle, moving, and at the fame time moved, and dillri ..
buting fupernal gifts to inferiors, hy a certain Iatcnt con­
fent; by means of which, thefc degrees cohere among them­
Ielves IJHhe fame manner- as many iron rings depending from a
magnet; each of which communicates in gra(latioi11 its alluring
and attractive power to the other. So in the poetic chain, it is
requifite there Ihould be Iomcthir.g divine, which, through pro ..
per mediums, n.1ay COlIP.C~ the Iafl; to the firfl monad. This
Fury Horuer , as well <15 Plato, calls at one time in the plural
"lumber Mufes, and at another time in the fingular number a
MuCc; in the firft cafe having rcfpccl to the multitude of the

chain



( 2°9 )

Commanding queens who lead to facred light

The intellect refin'd from Error's night; 10

And

chain of the Mufes ; but In the fecond to the coherent union of
all things, which is infer-ted from the firfr caufe in iuferior na­
HIres. For indeed poetry fubfiils in a fccret and uniform man­
ner in the firil mover, and afterwards in poets excited by that
unity, like the revolution or a thread from its bottom clew
;;'~':"A!y(..dyw~, but in the rhapfodifi's, according to the Iowcft and
miuifbrnut degree. And thus much it is fufficicnt for the pre­
fent to have alledged from Plato's 10. He who defires more,
mull: ccnfult that dialogue, where he will fiud many things
commending this firD: and divine kind of pods.

We fhail farther add the teftimorry of the Athenian gu~Il and
of Timscus. For he exhorts us to follow poets fcizcd with the
Fury (If Apollo, fuch being the Consof the Gods, and knowing
in the bcfl; manner the concerns of their progenitors, although
they deliver them without the affifbance of arguments and de­
monftrations. And PJ~t(), in tho third book of his Laws, thus
writes : " This genus of pocts is divine, it is agitated by the
Gods, compotes facred hymns, and every where embraces
Truth attended with the Graces and Mufcs.' To which may he
added, that in the firft.Alcibiadcs, he fays, the nature of poetry
is xnigmatical, and is not mauifeft to every undcrfianding,

Indeed, you will find in Homer an kinds of poetry j but he
has lefs of imagination and imitation, and excels in the fide,
concerning which we are now difcuurfing. For, Jnfpircd by
the MUles and full of fury, he propofca myftical fcnfcs of divi­
nhy , fucb as coucern ing demiurgical unity, the triple divifion
of the univerfe, the chains of Vulcan, and the connection of
Jupiter with Juno. BUt Horner fpeaking of Demodocus (under
whore perfou he wifhes to fignify himfclf, and on this aCCOIlTJt
reports he was blind) fays that he was a divine bard, loved by
the Mules and their leader Apollo.

p And



( 210 )

And to mankind each holy rite difclofe,
For myllic knowledge from your nature flows,

Clio,

Aud thus much for the firfl kind of poets and poetry, accord­
ing to Pl'OcJUS j among which it is evident thefe Hymns muft
be ranked j as all facred poetical compofition belongs to this
highcfl order. He then proceeds to the fecond kind of poetry,
which the Greeks call ~ld~!iJa, or rational, as follows. Reafon
then is inferior to intellect in dignity and power, yet it follows
intellect as the leader of its energies, between which, and opi­
nion, it is the cOllncL'ling medium. And as foul by intellect is
conjoined with the divinities ; fa by the afliftance of reafon
it is converted into itfelf. Hence it revolves the multitude of
arguments, confiders the various differences of forms, collects
intellect and the intelligent into one; and imitates in its opera­
tions an intelligible offence. But fince prudence is the employ­
mcnt of rcafon, we attribute to it the fecond kind of poetry?
which is a medium between the preceding, and the third
which we fha.ll next explain. This rational poetry, undcrftanda
the eflences of things, and is freely converfant about what is
honefb and good, as well in words as in actions, which arc
likcwife the (lhjc& of its contemplation. It produces cvay
particnlar invcflvd with elegant numbers and rythms j propofcs
moral Ientcnces, the bcfl: counfcls, intelligible moderation, and
every virtue. Befides this, it teaches the circuits of the {nul,
its [mmcrtality and various powers; explains to mortals many
names of an incorporeal nature, and produces ,-nany proba­
ble Dogmata refpeCling corporeal flubftauce. The Athenian
gudl (in Plato, lib. i. De Legibua) teftifies, that the
poetry of Thecgnia is of this hind, which, becaufe it teaches
and commends every virtue, is juflly to be preferred to the
poetry of Tyrtrcus, which exhorts to fortitude alone. But
Homer rcprefcnts this fpccies of poetry, when he dcfcribea the;
Iife of the foul, the different offences of her parts, the differ­
cnce between the image and the ufl\l'ping foul, the variety Iub-

1lHitq;
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~lio, and Erato, who charms the Gght,
With thee Euterpe minift'ring delight:

fining- in nature, the order of the clements of the univcrfc, ci­
vii offices, and the like. But HOl(,CY himfclf, appears to have
made Phcmiua the Iyrifl fkillcd in this bud uf poetry, 'where
Penelope rap; to him, lib. i.

t' Alluring arts thou kuow'fb, and 'what of old
" Of Gods and heroes, facred bards have told."

After the two fuperior kiuds of poetry, that iufpired by
Fury, and the ra-ional : it remains to fpcak of the imitative.
This Jaft kind uf pocn-y, then, is far difkaut from the excellence
of the others; fince it employs imaginations, opinions, and the
irrational fcnfcn ; from wheller it contracts many vices, eipcci­
ally in that lurt of it, which is called phantaftic, For it great­
ly ruifcs moderate affl'C1011S, diilurbs the hearers, and, together
with words, various harmonies, and numbers, changes the
afieclions of the foul. It fhadows OVC1' the nature of things
not fucli as they are, but filch as they al':war to vul--ar infpec­
tiou ; and explains them not according to ,HI exaCt kuowledge,
but [rom a dclufivc imagination. Befidcs this, it propcfes as its
end the delight of its auditors; and particularly regards that
part of the foul, which is obnoxious to the paflions of joy and
grid'. rue it is fubdivided into tWI/ other kinds, one of whiah
is conjcclural or afflmilatory, aud the other phautaftic. The
latter of tilde reprcfenrs only the apparent imitation and Iimi­
Iit ude, not that which is true; and confiders its end accompllfh..
cd, if it produces in the hearers pleafurc and delight, bclongillf~

to the phantafy alone. But the other docs not fo much fl.ucly
the gratiflcatiouof the popular ear, as <'. pruper imitnnon, thA:
it may exprcls the things rhcmfclves, and exhibit to till; eyes <\11

cxquiiitc image: of that, concerning which it t rent-, alld may
as ncar <1.$ poh:,k, cxprefs die exemplars \",'h:<:11 it imitates.
But Plato himlcif, uncia tl.e perfon of the Elcatcnn gu:.fl:

1) Z (in
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Thalia flourifhing, Polymina fam'd,

Melpomene from ikill in mufic nam'd:

Terpfichorc,

(in Sophifia) dcfcribes the differences of each of thcfe as follows.
" I now appear to difcern two fpccies of imitation, (me con­
jcctural, or the art of aflimilutiug, whore bufinefs is to fabricate
an image cmulons of its exemplar, as Iar as pertains to length,
breadth, depth, and convenient colours. Thcret, Do Bot

thole who imitate fomething, perform this to the utmofl of
their ab!l it}' ? Oucfl. Not thofe who fafhion or paint any great
work. Fur if they befbowcd on the refemblnnces the true com­
menfuration of beautiful thi:1gS, the fuperior members would
appeal" lefs than is proper, and the inferior larger: bccaufe the
(me is beheld by us at a diilance, the other near at hand.
'Theccr. Iutircly fo, Gueft. Hence art.ifts neglecting truth, do
not accommodate to refemblances fuch conuuenfurations as
are really beautiful, but only fuch as appear [0." From thcfe
words it is plain that Plato diilinguiihes each kind of imitation,
not only in painting and ilntuary, but alfo in poetry; which he
ccn-p.trr-s wlth thofc imitative arts, Again, the Athenian gudl
!i;~'..:.:~'·; tcpnrately of the conjectural kind, where he treats of
that muiic ·w11:(;\ docs not propofe to itfclf plcafurc, but a
true and r.lo!} fim;;;,1' imitation of its exemplar, as in the fccond
book of Laws. Indeed, Socrates [peaks of the phantaffic kind
in the tenth book cf the Republic, comparing it to a piCture
which docs not reprcfcnt the works of nature, but of art.ifl.s;
and rhefe not fuch as they arc, but fuch as they appear, 110t

imit:ltillg their reality, but only their phantafbic reprcfentation,
He likcwifc dcmonflrntes that this kiud of poetry is phantaflic,
and is in the third degree from truth. But each kind of iurita­
tinn is found in Homer. For he: is then to be cflccmed pharr­
taflic when he affirms any thing according to vulgar opinion ;
fuch as when dcfcrib:l:g the rifing and f,.'ttirJg of the fun, JH't

from true fituations, hut from fuch as "'ppear fa to the fcnfes,
which are deceived by diilancc of place. nut where he Pl'C~

6 ferves



( 21 3 )

Terpifchore, Urania heav'nly bright,

With thee '. who gav'll me to behold the light.
Come, venerable, various, pow'rs divine,
With fav'ring afpcct on your myllics fhine , 20

Bring glorious, ardent, lovely, fam'd defire,
And Warm my bofom with your facred fire,

fcrves types of imitation convenient to perfona and things, as
when he imitates heroes fighting, confulring, and fpcaking ,
framing deeds and difcourfes adapted to the life and purfuits of
each, he ought to be called a conjectural poet. And of this
kind perhaps is the lyriH. of Clytcmncilru, who fo learnedly
imitated examples of temperance by right opinion, that Cly­
temnefh-a was free from fault, while he rcfidcd with her. But
it is lawful to call the tuufician Thamyris, phantafflc, who,
Inflead of the ancient and fimplc mufic, endeavoured to intro-,
ducc one more plcafaut, diverfificd in many ways, and calcu­
lated to pleafe the tcufcs and the vulgar. Hence he is feigned
to have contended with the Mufcs themfelvcs, by whom, hav­
ing raifcd their anger, he was blinded j not that in reality the
Mufes arc affected with anger, but becaufe he was incapable of
the true, fimple, and ancient mufic , and laboured only to
move the affectons and imagination) not following right upi.
nion, or the fciencc of imitation•

• Calliope.

LXXVI.
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LXXVI.

To l\1NEMOSYNE, or the GODDESS or
MEMORY*.

The FUMIGATION from FRANKINCENSE.

r,rIHE confort I invoke of Jove divine,
1. Source of the holy, fweetly-fpcaking Nine;

Free

'" Memory, according to the Platonic philofophy, is that
powa by which the feu! is enabled to prefer in fome future
period, lome former energy: and the enagy of this power is
reminifccnfc. NOYi the very cllcucc of intcllccl is energy, and
ail its perceptions arc nothing more than vifions of itfelf : but
al l the energies of foul arc derived from intellectual ifhnuina­
tion. Hence W~ may comp;\rc intellt'()l to light, the foul to .1.0

eye, and Memory to that power by which the foul is converted
to the light, and acluail y perceives. But the vifions of the
foul partiepate of greater or Icfs reality> in proportion as fhe
is more or lcfs intimately couvcrrcd to the divine light of in­
t ehcct. In the multitude of maulcind, indeed, the eye of the
foul perceives with hut a glimmcring light, btil~g accuflomed
to look coufcantly abroad into the dark and l1ucluating regions
of fcnfc, and to contemplate [oldy the fhadowy forms of
imi1g:ir:.atiolJ j in confequencc of which, their memory is folcly
employed on objects obfcurc, external, and Jow. But in t11C

few who have purified that organ of the foul, by which truth
can alone be perceived, and which, as Plato fays, is better
..vor th raving than ten rhoufand (;yes of fenfe , who have dif­
~ngagcd this eye From that barbaric clay with which it was
buried, and have by this means turned it as from fome benight­
ed day, to bright and real viflon : in thefc, Souls, Memor-y,

and
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Free from th' oblivion of the fallen mind,
By whom the foul with intellect is join'd :

Reafon's increafc, and thought to thee belong, ~

All-powerful, plcafant, vigilant, and lhong :
'Tis thine, to waken from lethargic refl
All thoughts depofitcd with.n the brcafl ,

And nought negleCting, vigorous to excite

The mental eye from dark oblivion's night. 10

Come, bleflcd polI'er, thy myflie's mem'ry wake
To holy rites, and Lethe's fetters break.

and Rcminifccnfe, arc entirely convcrfant with thofe divine
ideal forms, [0 familiar ce the foul before her immcrfion in
body. Hence, fincc we were formerly intellectual natures, we
ought, as Porphyry obfcrves, not only to think carueftly of the
way, however long aud laborious, by 'which we may return
to things truly our own; but that we may meet with a more
favourable reception fr01H our proper kindred, we fhould rue­
ditate in what 111,1I111C1' we may divefl ourfclves of every thiIlg
foreign from our true country, and recall to our memory
thole difpofiticns and habits, without which, we cannot he ad­
mitted by our own, and which frorn long difufc, have departed
from our fouls. For Ihis purpofe (frys he) we ruuft lny afide
whatever we have affociatcd to ourfclvee hom a mortal nature;
and haflen our return to the contemplation of the fimple and
immutable light of good. We mull dive It curfclves of the
vm-ious garments of mortality, hy which our true beauty is
concealed , and enter the place of conteft naked, and without.
the incumbrance of drcfs, [hiving for the moll glorious of all
prizes, the Olympiad of the fonl. Thus far Porphyry: and
thus it appears, that the poet, with great pliilofophical pro~
priety, celebrates Memory as uniting the foul with Intellect,

LXXVII,
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LXXVII.

T 0 A U R 0 R A.

The FUMIGATION from MANNA.

I__TEAR me, 0 Goddefs! whofe emen"ing ray

rt Leads on the broad refulgence of~hc day;
Hlua-ling Aurora, whore _.'c1cfrid light
Beams on the world wit'] red'ning fplcndours bright:

Angel of Titan, whom with confianr round, 5
Thy orient beams recall from night profound:
Labour of cv'ry kil;d to lead is thine,
Of morral life the mini.ler divine.

Mankind in thee eternally delight,
And none prefumcs to fhun thy beauteous figh~. 10

Soon as thy fplcndours break the bands of I efl,

And eyes unclofe with plcaGng flecp opprcfs'd ;

Men, reptiles, birds, and beafls, with gcn'ral voice,

And all the naticr.s of the deep, rejoice;

For all the culture of our life is thine. 15

Come, blcifcd pow'r! and to thefe rites incline :
Thy holy light increafe, and unconfiu'd

Diffufe its radiance on thy myflic's mind.

LXXVIII.
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LXXVIII.

T 0 T II E 1\1 I S.

The FU!\HGATION from .FJ,U,l'rKINCEl'JSE.

I L L U ST R I OU S Themis, of celcfrial birth,
Thee I invoke, young bloflom of the earth:

Beauteous-eyed virgin; firfl from thee alone,

Prophetic oracles to men were known,
Giv'n from the deep l'C'cdfe., of the fane 5

In facred Pyrho, where rcnowrr'd you reign;

1'1'0111 thee, Apollo's oracles arofe,

And from thy pow'r his infpirarion flows.

Honour'c! by all, of form divinely bright,

Mnjeftic virgin, w;ll~d\ing in the night: lO

Mankind from thee iirf] learnt initial rites,
And Bacchus' nightly choirs thy foul delights;
"For holy honours to difcloic is thine,

·With all the culture of the pow'rs divine.

Be prcfcnr, Goddefs, to my 1',·oy'1" inclin'd, 15
And blefs the myftic rites with fav'ring mind.

Vcr. 2.J Yeung M?!J~m of tbe eartlr, Sec the note to Hymn
xi. to Hercules.

LXXIX.
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TOT HEN 0 R T H WIN D,

The FUl\HGATION from FRANKINCENSE.

'UOREA5, who:c wint'ry biaas, terrific, tear

.i..J The bofom of the deep furrounding air;
Cold icy pow'r, approach, and fav'ring blow,

And Thrace a while defert expoa'd to fnow :
The miil:y ftation of the air diffolve, 5

\Vith pregnant cloud" whofe frames in fhow'rs rc-
folve :

Serenely temper all within the lky,

And wipe from moitlure, }Ether's beauteous eye.

TO THE

LXXX.

WE S T WIN D.

The FUMIGATION from FRANKINCENCE.

SE A.born , aerial, blowing from the weft,

Sweet gales, who give to weary'd labour refi :
Vernal and gratry, and of gentle found,
To fhips delightful, thro' the fea profouud ,

For thefe, impcll'd by you with p;entlc force, 5
Purfue with profp'rous Fate their dcl1:in'd courfe,

''lith blamelefs gaic, regard my fuppliant pray'r,
Zephyrs unfccn, light-wing'd, and form'd from air.

LXXXI.



TOT H E

( 219 )

LXXXI.

SOU T H WI IND.

The FUMIGATION from FRANKINCENSE.

W IDE c.oUrfing galcs, whole lightly lcaping
feet

Vlith rapid wings the air's wet bofom heat,

Approach benevolent, fwift-whirling pow'rs,

'Vith humid clouds the principles of fhow'rs ,
Forihow'ry clouds are portion'd to your care, S
To fend on earth from all furrounding air.

Hear, blcfled pow'rs, thefe holy rites attend,
And fruitful rains on earth all-parent fend.

'1' 0
LXXXII.

o C E A N.

The Fu M IGA 1 ION from AROIvIATIC3

OCEAN I call, whotc nature ever flows,

From whom at firfl both Gods and men arofe ;
Sire incorruptible, whofe waves Iurronnd,

And earth's concluding mighty circle bound:

LXXXII. Vcr. 3.J W/.;ofi 't.va';.Je~·Jllrr(}/(!/d, Sec. Gefner well
obfcrves, that this opinion of the ocean furrouuciing the earth,
is exceeding ancient. See his Prrel, i , de Naviguticnihus
vet. § r-

Henes
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Hence every river, hence the fprcading fC1, 5
And earth's pure bubhling fountains [pring from thee:

Hcar, mighty {ire, for boundlcfs blifs is thine)

\Vhofe waters purify tile pow'rs divine:

Earth's friendly limit, fountain of the pole,
\Vho{c waves wide fpreading, and circumfluent

roll.
Approach benevolent, with placid mind,

And be for ever to thy myftics kind.

T 0

LXXXIII.

V EST A.

'The FUMIGA1'ION from ARO!'l'fATICS ..

n.AUCHTER of Saturn, venerable dame,
U The feat containing of unweary'd flame;

In

xx XI; 1. Vcr. z.J 'J'l". CC;:f"ii:.\c: 0f :t/l"l['C'~"1)1'd.fldlJ/C. Vefta
is c\:\;;hratl'd ;", rhi, Fi;H'11 'J.::; the earth, and is the fame with
the mother of the Gods ; as i» cvidct.r frorn the Hymn td that
diviuiry, in w]'lc.~·; i:l~', is c"(prc,'sly called Vcfta. Now this per­
fcclly 'a5':rc~:; with the [~':~:_:m(':it of Philr.iaus the J?)'th,lg()r~an,

pr ..Javed by Stolxcus, iii Ec!og. Phyf P. sr. "l)hiJolaus
(favs he) places E;'(: in t:~;; middle at the centre, which he calls
rbe Vd.1.:c of the ur-i-..-crfc, the houfe of jupiter, the mother of
the Gods, und the bails, ':',"~,L;-;"-:;1CI;" and mcafbre of nann-c."
Froru whence it ;~P1'cars, that they are grcntly miflalccn who
fuppofe the Pythagcrcans meant the fun, by the fire <It.' the
centre: and this is H:iq 1".;O:"C evident, from the following \VOrd5

of Simpiiclus de Cc.lo, lib. il, o: ~e YPi71E;"Egov dVTWV

0E...xO'"XOY75,~,
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In facred rites there miniftcrs arc thine,

Myllics much-blcflcd, holy, and divine.
In thee, the Cods have fix'J tlwirdwc·!,l;n'· place

~. [) ~, ,
Strong, liable b.uis of the mortal race:
Eternal, much-formd, eyer florid queen,

Laughing and bleiicd, and of lovely mien;

5

Accept

(/.-c7'C!.!J'x)~n:;, -r-~ ,I./.,'i1 'i:'ii; b 'l'~) f/.{~q) ?'I 7~ 7~' 2';-;t/-:b'~,..;xnv i}~'~~i-tlV, f~

7'W p.§:r:3 8'f,;;~ 711/' j'llY '1'~€i'H:1'aY, :u...\ 7"'; "';'IJX::',v..\,)y dU7;J; (l';~?il;;1!:1'a.Y.

·:5i B 01 (),f.V, Z!-l~02: nyprON du-r,j )'~~},~:rI1'. cfJ; dVi"Q; J:r 7\1i';

nV8ftY~;Eiw; h:j/,~:"""I). 01 :Ss .D,I02 (VtIl.AKHN ,,; Jy ,nl7cl;.

0; 6~, AI02 epONO,~> w; J"A"AOI 9::<7":", X,r\,~OY (fie h.'g',; ct non

aV'igov) ~~ 7Y,Y 1';;'1 SAE;,OV, w; C;I'~:I'~V ;ta; a.;:,};y 7[; X(IJI';;

~0'€gw'l ra~ k;'J <YO,I)1 y'1J,1 YVX"WV, "h';,,~. That is, rc But thole
who more cJe:tr\ perceive there affairs, cal! the nrc in the
middle a dcmiurgic power, !1nuri{hing the whole earth from
the midfb, a\~d c"citiilg anti cIlliverJ\;,g whatever it COI:tajns of
a Iru-id nature: on \\ hich account fon-c ca:\ it the tower of
Jupit~r, a" he (i. c. Ariflotle ) l'CI:::.tt::" in his Pyth;Ig:~)rie~, But
others, t::c 1,,:'::'+0:;" 01- g'!!:\nF<ln of jove j as ih~ relates in there
{i. e, his b::,01-::5 de Crc'o ). But according to others, it is the
throne of Jupiter. But they called the earth <1. centre, ;\5 being
itfclf an orgHl'J 01' inftrumcnt of time: fur it: is the caufc of
thy and night,"

Vcr. F.] L!w.:.J,illg an.] Miff'll. Pror-lus, in f'kt. Repub. r­
334.. obfcrves, that we ought to interpret the laughter of the
Gods as an exuberant operation ill the univcrfc j and the glad­
nels of mundane CPI!Ct:r/jS, under the providence of a divine
caufc. But fince [nell a providence, fuys he, is incomprehcn­
fib!c, and is a never failing comn-unicancn lJj' ~,U divine goo,ls;

WG mull allow th:tt HOllier juf'r.\l' oils the bt:;~l:t;;r of the G\I(!"
;':,(;2;-';; 0:' i;;e.':ti!lguii1L~b:e, He adds, tInt L'.::!cS do loot l'("pn:~

L:;Jt the Gods as always wccl'in:.;·, but aflir m that \1::-;.)' i:nJ~~'h

v.t-hcut
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Accept thefe rites, accord each jufr defire,
And gentle health, and needful good infpirc,

T 0

LXXXIV.

S LEE P.

The FUMIGATION from a POppy.

SLEEl), king of Gods, and men of mortal birth,
Sov'reign of all fuflaiu'd by mother Earth;

without ceafiug j becaufe tears arc fymbols of their providence
in mortal C01~CCrns, which are continually Iubjecc to exiflcncc
and deeay : hut laughter is a fign of their eff':515 in the uni­
verfc, and of it's principal parts, which are ever moved in one
and the fame orderly manner. Hence, fiucc we divide dcmi ..
urgicsl VJw~n; between Gods and men, we affign laughter to
the generation of the Gods, but tears to the formation of men
or animals. Hence, the poet fings in his Hymn to the Sun, 0
Aj;ella, ]":'C »mrta] race~f men is tbe JlfbjG'fl ofthy tcors ; bill tbc cr:!iflia!
race of Ge/.) ./flings from laugbter. But ilnce we divide the
works of divu.iry into things cclcflial, and thcfc fubjccl to tl,e
moon; after the fame manner, we attribute laughter to the
fnft, and grief to the fccond. Laftlv, when we rcafon Con­
cerning the generations and corruptions of things below the
n':OOIl, we refer the one to the weeping, and the other- to the
laughter of the Gods. And hence in out' ruyflcrics, the
minirers of facred rites, at a certain time order each of rbcfe
to be celebrated. He then concludes with an excd/eut o!!avatioll,

that men of flmple underflandings are unable to comprehend
intelleltua\ly ruyflica! ceremonies and fables of this kind; flnce
jlich 7)WI deftitute of fcience, produce nothing but abfurd can ..
fufion about the religion of the Gods.

For
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For thy dominion is fupreme alone,
Ocr all extended, and by all things known.
'Tis thine all bodies with benignant mind 5

In other bands than thofe of brafs to oind :

Tamer of cares, to weary toil repofe,

From whom fwcet folace in afiliction flows.

Thy pleafing, gentle chains preferve the foul,

And e'en the dreadful cares of death eontroul; 10

For death and Lethe with oblivious Ilrcam,
Mankind thy genuine brothers juiUy deem.

'With fav'ring afpeEt to my pray'r incline,

And fave thy myflics ill their works divine.

LXXXV.

TO THE DIVINITY OF DREAMS.

The FUMIGATION from AR<)MATICS.

T H E E I invoke, blefl: pow'r of dreams divine,

Angel of future fates, fwifr wings arc thine:

Oreat fource of oracles to human kind,

When fl:ealing fofr, and whifp'ring to the mind,

'Thro' flceps fweet fileuce and the gloom of night, 5
Thy pcw'r awakes th' intellectual fight;
To filcnt fouls the will of hcav'n relates,
And Iilcnrly reveals their future fates,

For ever friendly to the upright mind

Sacred and pure, to holy rites incliu'd j 10

roc
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7' l' <' , e h 1 d . r',i'oi' n.crc w.tn p,c~nn2' 0FC, t 1y teams 1l1lplre,

Bli.s to anticipate, which all dcfire.

'Thy vifionc 111 aui-c it of fate difclofe,

What !llCth•. 'Ch bcil may mitigate Our woes;

Reveal what rites the God, immortal plcafe, 15

And what the means their anger to appcafe :

For ever tranquil is the good man's end,
1Vhofe life, thy dreams admcnifh and defend,
But frcm the wicked turn'd averfe to blcfs,

'J'hy form unfcen, the angel of dithefs ; .20

No mean. to check ,-'}Jproaching ill they find,

Penfive with fears, and to the future blind ..

Come, bleficd pow 'r, the fig-natures reveal

,\Vhich hcav'n's decrees myflerioufly conceal,

Signs only prcfent to the worthy mind, 25

Nor omens ill difcloic of 11101111'ro1.15 kind.

LXXXVI.

T 0 D EAT H.

The FUMIGATION From MANNA.

T_T EAR me, 0 Death, whofe empire unconfiri'd,

...Cl Extends to mortal tribes of ev'ry kind.

On thee, the portion of our time depends,

Whofe abfcnce lengthens life, whofe pretence ends.

Thy
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Thy Ileep perpetual burfls the vivid folds,
By which the foul, attracting body holds;

5

Common

Ver. 6.] By 'UJhich the Joul, &c. This is beft explained hy
Porphyry in his excellent work enritcled ·A4i()g,r..utl ""';~'T~

NUl7"a.. 8. ali Follows H Whatever nature binds, nature again
diflolves ; and that which the foul conciliates into union, the
f~ul difperfes and diffulvee, Nature, indeed, bound the body to
the foul ; but the foul ties herfelf to the body. Hence, nature
frees the body from the foul, but the foul by the excercife of
philofophy, feparatcs hcrfclf from the deadly bands of the
body." And aga,n, in the next fcntencc, "Death is of two
kinds, the one equally known to all men, when the body iii fe­
parated from the foul j but the other peculiar to philofcphers,
when the foul is Ieparatcd frem the body: nor does the One
always attend the ether." Now this two-fold death we mufc
underfland in the following manner : that though fome particu..
Jar body may be Ioofened fr-om the tcul, yet while material
paflions and affections rcfide in the foul, the foul will can...
tinually verge to another body, and as 10111; as this in..
clination continues, rernaiu connected with the body. But
wheu from the dominion of an intcllcctuul nature, the foul is.
Jcparatcd from material affections, it is truly liberated.from the
body j though the body at the fame t.mc verges and chugs to
the foul) as tu the immediate caufe of its fuppcrr. And thus.
much for a Conuueutarv on the Hymns or Initiations ot
Or-pheus. But before 1 conclude the prefent work, I beg leave
to addrefs a few words to the liberal and philofophical part of
PlY readers. You then, as the: votaries of truth, will, I d'Ollht
not, uuirc with me ill moll ~:.trndl wifhcs, that every valuable
work 011 the Pvatenic philofophy was well tranflated into OUr

native to;:g'uc; L1at we might no longer be Iubject to the toil
(If ieamiug the ancient language~. The mifchicf, indeed, rc­
[Ultillg: from the fiudy of word" is alrnolt too apparent to ncei
Any iHuitratlOh: as the unL1crihr!ding is gt:a<.:rally ;;(fr.tr~,~
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Common to all of ev'ry fcx and age"
For nought cfcapes thy all-dcfiructive rage;

Nor

its vigour cxhaufbcd ; and the gellins fettered to verbal cru..
eifm, and gramm:l.ticu: trifles. Hence all opinion is gradllally
formed, that the Greek philofophy can alone he underflcod
ill the Greek tongue and thus the books (:()tlta~ulng the wif­
dom of antiquity, ~: e For (he mcfl; part dcpofitcd in' the hands
or men, incapable of comprehending their contents. While an
opinion f,., fordid prevails, amidil all our refinements in arts,
and increafing mars of experiments, we mufl remain cvith rc­
fpeel to philofophy in a Ilate of barbarous ignorance. \\Te
may flourifh, indeed, as a commercial people j and flretch the
rod of empire over nations as yet unknown. The waters of
'1'hames, heavy laden with the wealth of merchandize, andfonor­
«us with the din of trade, may devolve abundance in a golden
tide; but we muft remember that the Dremon of commerce
is at the fame time advancing with giant [hides, to trample on
the man: liberal purfuits, and is preparing with his extended
favage arm, to crufh the votaries of truth, and depopulate the
divine retreats of philofophy. Rife then )'e liberal few, and
vindicate the dignity of ancient wifdom. Bring truth from
her filcnt and fucrcd concealments, and vigoroufly repel the
growing empire of barbaric tafb: ; which bids fair to extuiguifh
the cc ilia! fire of pbilofophy in the frigid embraces of philo­
logy, and to bury the divine light of mind, ill the fordid
gloom of fenfe. But if your labours fhould prove abortive;
if the period is yet at a diilauce, when truth Ihall alice more
dbblif'rl her k.ingdom ; when another fiream like that of
Iii11us, fh'd.\i become turvful with the mufic of phiroiophy j and
ou:":' cttics Jikc t aofc of Athens and Alexandria) be filled with
the Iacred haunts of philofophers : there yet remains an inhcr-i­
1.,U)C(: f01' the lovers of wifdom in the regions of intellect, thofe
rcrtunare iflands of truth, where all is tranquil and fcrcne,
beyond the power or Ch311r"", and the reach of change. Let us
then fly from hence my friends, to thofc delightful realms: for

there,
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Not youth itfelf thy clemency Can gain,
Vig'rou, and lhong, by thee untimely tlain, 10

In thee, the end of nature's works is known,
In thee, all judgment is abfolv 'd alone:
No fupplianr arts thy dreadful rageeontroul,
No vows revoke the purpofe of thy foul;
o blettcd pow'r regard. my ardent pray 'r, 15

And human life to age abundant fpare.

there, while connected with body, We may find a retreat from
the Ilorrns and tempeils of a corporeal life. Let us build for
ourfelves the raft of virtue, and departing from this region (If

Ienfe, like Ulyffei from the charms of Calypfo, direel our
courfc by the light of ideas, thofe brigh t intellectual flats,
through the dark ocean of a material nature, until we arrive
at our father's land. For there having- diverted ourfelvcs of
the torn garments of mortality, as much as om union with
bocly will permit, we may refume our natural appcarance ;
and may each of us at length, recover the ruined empire of
his foul.

THE END.
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The Reader is requefled to correct the following
Errors.

Introduction. page 1. line 9. for it o'Wn/ale. read its

o'Wll/ake. P. 37. J. 5' for and 'Wbat meass, read
and by 'Wbot means, P. 38. in the note, for tb,

godd,!!s iffinfi. read tbe godd;ft ifilllJgination.



I N T ROD U C T ION.

I T may feern wonderful that lan­

guage, which is the only method

of conveying our conceptions, ihould,

at the fame time, be a hindrance to our

advancement in philofophy: but the

wonder ceafes when we confider, that
it is feldorn il:udied as the vehicle of

truth, but is too frequently efleemed
for it own fake, independent of its

connection with things. This obferv­

ation is .. remarkably verified in the

Greek Language; which as it is the

only repofitory of ancient wifdom, has,

A 2 unfor-
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unfortunately for us, been the means
of concealing, in Ihameful obfcurity,

the mofl profound refearches and the

fublimefls truths. That words, in­

deed, are no otherwife valuable than

as fubfervicnt to things, muft furely

be acknowledged by every liberal

mind, and will alone be difputed by

him who has fpent the prime of his

life, and confumed the vigour of his

underil:anding, in verbal criticifms and

grammatical trifles. And, if this is

the cafe, every lover of truth will only

fludy a language for the purpofe of

procuring the wildom it contains;

,U1d will doubtlefs wifh to make his

native language the vehicle of it to

others. For, fince all truth is eternal,

its nature can never be altered by

tranfpofition, though, by this means,

5 its
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its drefs may be varied, and become

lefs elegant and refined. Perhaps,

even this inconvenience nuy be reme­

died by Iedulous cultivation; at leafl,

the particular inability of ferne, ought

not to difcourage the well-meant en­

deavours of others. Whoever reads

the lives of the ancient Heroes of Phi­

lofophy, mufl be convinced that they

fludied things more than words, and

that Truth alone was the ultimate ob­

ject of their fearch : and, he who

willies to emulate their glory, and

participate their wifdom, will il:udy

their doctrines more than their language,

and value the depth of their under­

ftandings far beyond the elegance of

their cornpofition. The native charms

of Truth will ever be 'fufficient to al­

lure the truly pnilofophic mind; and

a he
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he who has once difcovered her re­

treats, will furely endeavour to fix a

mark by which they may be detected

by others.

But, though the mifchief ariiing

from the fludy of words is prodigious,

we muft not confider it as the only•
caufe of darkening the fplendors of

truth, and obflructing the free difiufion

of her light. Different manners and

philofophies have equally contributed

to banifh the goddefs from our realms,

and to render our eyes offended with

her celeflial light. Hence we muft

not wonder, that, being indignant at

the change, and perceiving the empire

of ignorance riiing to unbounded do­

minion, Ihe has retired from the

fpreading darknefs, and concealed her­

felf in the tranquil and divinely lucid

rtglOn8
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regions of mind. For, we need but

barely furvey modern purfuits to be

convinced, how little they are con­

necred with wifdom. Since, to de­

fcribe the nature of fome particular

place, the form, fituation, and magni•.

tude of a certain city; to trace the

windings of a river to its fource, or

delineate the afpeCtof a pleafant moun­

tain; to calculate the finenefs of the

filk-worm's threads, and arrange the

gaudy colours of butterflies; in (hort,

to purfue matter, through its infinite

divifions, and wander in its dark laby­

rinths, is the employment of the phi..

lofophy in vogue. But furely the

energies of intellect are more worthy

our concern than the operations of
fenfe , and the fcience of univerfals,

permanent and fixt, muft be fuperior

a 2 to
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to the knowledge of particulars, fleet­

ing and frail. Where is a fenfible ob­

jeer to be found, which abides for a

moment the [arne; which is not either

rifing to perfection, or verging to de­

cay; which is not mixed and confufed

with its contrary; whofe flowing na­

ture no refiftance can fiop, nor any art

confine? Where is the Chernift, who,

by the moft accurate analyfation, can

arrive at the principles of bodies; or

who, though he might be [0 lucky in

his fearch as to detect the atoms of

Democritus, could by this means give

refpite to mental inveftigation? For

every atom, fince endued with figure,

muft confifl of parts, though indiflo­

lubly cemented together; and the im­

mediate caufe of this cement muft be

fornething incorporeal, or knowledge

can
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can have no il:ability, and enguiry no

end. Vi/here, fays Mr. Harris, is the
microfcope which can difcern what is

finallefl in nature? Where the tele­

fcope, which can fee at what point in

the univerfe wifdorn firf'e began? Since

then there is no portion of matter

which may not be the fubject of expe­

riments without end, let us betake our­

felves to the regions of mind, where

all things are bounded in intellectual

meafure , where every thing is perma­

nent and beautiful, eternal and divine.

Let us quit the il:udy of particulars,

for that which is general and com­

prehenfive, and, through this, learn to

fee and recognize whatever exiil:s.

With a view to this defirable end,

I have prefented the reader with a fpe­

cimen of that fublime wifdom which

a 3 firft
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firfi arofe in the colleges of the Egyp_

tian priefts, and flouriihed afterwards

in Greece. Which was there culti­

vated by Pythagoras, under the rnyfte­

rious veil of numbers; by Plato, in

the graceful drefs of poetry; and was

fYftematized by Arifiotle, as far as it

could be reduced into fcientific order.

Which, after becoming in a manner

extinct, fhone again with its prifiine

fplendor, among the philofophers of

the Alexandrian fchool , was learnedly

illuitrated, with Afiatic luxuriancy of

flyle by Proclus , was divinely explain­

ed by Iarnblichus, and profoundly

delivered in the writings of Plotinus,

Indeed, the works of this laft phi­

lofopher are particularly valuable to all

who defire to penetrate into the depths

of this divine wifdom, From the ex-

alted
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alted nature of his genius, he was

called Intellect, by his contemporaries;

and is faid to have compofed his books
under the influence of divine illumi­

nation. Porphyry relates, in his Life,

that he was four times united, by an

ineffable energy, with the divinity;

which, however fuch an account may

be ridiculed in the prefent age, will

be credited by everyone who has pro­

perly explored the profundity of his
mind. The facility and vehemence

of his cornpofition was fuch, that when

he had once conceived a fubject, he

wrote as from an internal pattern,

without paying much attention to the
orthography, or reviewing what he

had written: for, the celeiiial vigour
of his intellect rendered him incapa­

ble of trifling concerns; and, in this

a 4 refpect
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fcfpeCt, inferior to common under­

ilandings , as the eaglc, which, in its

bold fight, pierces the clouds, Ikims

the furface of the earth with Iefs ra­

pidity than the fwallow. Indeed, a

a minute attention to trifles is ineon­

fiflent with great genius of every kind;

and it is 0,1 this acccunt, that retire­

ment is fa abfolute1y neceflary to the

difcovery of truths of the firft digni­

ty and importance; for how is it pof­

fible to mix much with the world,

without imbibing the Ialfe and puerile

conceptions of the multitude; and,

without lding that true elevation of

foul, which comparatively defpifes

every mortal concern. Plotinus,

therefore, confcious of the incorrect­

nefs of his writings, arifing from the

rapidity, exuberance, and daring fubli-

mity
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miry of his thoughts, committed their

reviiion to his difciple Porphyry; who,

though inferior in depth of thO'lght to

his mailer, was, on account of his ex­

traordinary abilities, called by w;,y of

eminence, the Philofopher,

The defign of the following dif­

COUlIe is to bring us to the perception

of the beautiful itfclf, even while con­

nected with a 'corporeal nature, which

mufl be the great end of all true phi­

lofophy, and which Plotinus happily

obtained. To a genius, indeed, truly

modern, with whom the crucible and

the air-pump are .alcne the Ilandards

of truth, fuch an attempt mufl appear

ridiculous in the extreme. With thefe,

nothing is real but what the hand can

grafp, or the corporeal eye perceive:

and nothing ufeful but what p:llnpers

the
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the appetite, or fills the purfe: but,

unfortunately their perceptions, like

Homer's frail dreams, pafs through the

ivory gate; and are, confequently,

empty and fallacious, and contain no­

thing belonging to the vigilant foul.

To fuch as thefe, a treatife on the

Beautiful cannot be addrefled : fince

its object is too exalted to be ap­
proached by thofe engaged in the im­

purities of fenfe , and too bright to be

feen by the eye accuilomed to the ob­

fcurity of corporeal vifion, But it is

alone proper to him, who is fenfible

that his foul is fl:rongly marked with

ruin by its union with body; who

confiders himfclf in the language of

Empedocles, as

Heaven's exile, flraying from the orb of light;

and who [0 ardently longs for a re­

turn
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turn to his true country, that to him,

as to Ulyfles, when iighing for Ithaca,

• Slow fcems the fun to move, the hour, to roll;

His native home deep-imag'd in his foul.

But here it is requiiite to obferve,

that our afcent to this region of Beau­
ty muft be made by gradual advances:
for, from our affociation with matter,

it is impoffible to pars directly, and

without a medium, to fuch tranfcendent
perfection; hut we mufl proceed in
a manner fimilar to thofe who pars
from darknefs to the brighteft light,

by advancing from places moderately

enlightened, to fuch as are the moft

luminous of all. It is necefiary, there­

fore, that we fhould become very fa­
miliar with the moft abfiract contern-

.. Pope's Homer's Odyffey, bookxiii , ver. 37-

plations ,
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plations , and that our intellectual eye

ihould be ftrongly irradiated with the

light of ideas which precedes the

fplendors of the beautiful itfelf, like

the brightnefs which is feen on the

furnmit of mountains, previous to the

riling of the fun. For ought it to Ieem

itrange, if it Ihould be fame time be­

fore even the liberal foul can recognize

the beautiful progeny of intellect as

its kindred and allies: for, from its

union with boJy, it has drank deep

of the cup of oblivion, and all its

energetic powcrs are itllpined by the

intoxicating draught. So that the

intelligible world, all its nrit appear­

ance, is utterly unknown by us, and

our recollection of its inhabitants, en­

tirely loft: and we become firnilar to

UlyiTes
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Ulyfies on his firi1: entrance into Itha­

ca, of whom Horner fays,

• Yet had his mind, thro' tedious abfence, loll

The dear remembrance of his native coafl ,

For,
Now all the land another profpcct bore,

Another port appcar'd, another fhore,

And long continued \vays, and winding floods,
And unknown mountains crowr.'d with unknown.

woods:

until the goddefs of wifdom purges

our eyes from the mifts of Ienfe, and

fays to each of us, as {he did to U­

lyKes,
Now lift thy long'l11g eyes, while I reflore ..

The pleafing profpe8: of tby ua.ive Ihorc,

For then will
_______ the profpect clear,

The mifls difperfe, and all the coafl appear.

Let us then humbly fupplicate the

irradiations of wifdom, and follow Plo-

tinus
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tin us as our divine guide to the bea­

tific vifion of the Beautiful itfdf: for,

in this alone can we find perfect re­

pofe, and repair thofe deftrucrive clefts

and chinks of the foul, which its de­

parture from the light of good, and its

Iapfe into a corporeal nature have intro­

duced.

But, before I conclude, I think it

neceifary to caution the reader, not to

mix any modern enthufiaflic opinions

with the doctrines contained in the

following difcourfe : for there is not

a greater difference between fubflance

and fhade than between ancient and

modern enthufiafin, The object of

the former was the higheD: good and

the fupreme beauty; but that of the

latter is nothing more than a phantom

raifed by bewildered imaginations,

5 floating
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floating on the unflable ocean of opi­

nion, the fport of the waves of preju­

dice, and blown about by the breath

of factious p~rty. Like fubflance and

111ade, indeed, they pofiefs a fimili­

tude in outward appearance, but in

reality they are perfect contraries;

for the one fills the mind with folid

and durable good; but the other with

empty delufions , which, like the ever

running waters of the Danaides, glide

away as faft as they enter, and leave

nothing behind but the ruinous paf­
[ages through which they flowed.

I only add, that the enfuing trea..

rife is c1efigned as a fpecimen (if it

Ihould meet with encouragement) of

try intended mode of publifhing all

the works of Plotinus. The under­

t;:king is, I am fenfible, arduous in the

extreme;
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extreme; and the difciples of wifdom

are unfortunately few: but, as I defire

no other reward of my labour, than to
have the expence of printing defrayed,

and to fee Truth propagated in my
native tongue; I hope thofe few will

enable me to obtain the completion of

my defires.
For then, to adopt the words of U-

lyfles,

.. That view vouchfaf'd, ler inflant death furprire,

With ever-during fhade thefe happy eyes!

... Odyffey, book vii. ver. 303.

CON-



CONCERNING

T ff E

BEAUTIFUL.

B E A U TY *, for the moil part,

eonfifls in objects of fight: but

it is alfo received through the ears, by
the

* It is nece/fary to inform the Platonical reader,
that the Beautiful, in the prefeur difcourfe, is confi­
dered according to its moll general acceptation, as
the fame with the Good: though, according to a
more accurate dlflincfion, as Plctinus himfelf in­
forms us, the Good is confidered as the fountain
and principle of the Beautiful. I think it likewife
proper to obferve, that as lbave endeavoured, by
my paraphrafe, to render as much as poflible the ob­
fcure parts evident, and to expand thofe fentences
which are fo very much contracted in the original,
I {hall be (paring of notes; for my defign is not to
accommodate the fublimefl truths to the meaneil \I11-'

B derflandings,
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the fkilful cornpofitions of words, and

the confonant proportions of founds)

for in every fpecies of harmony, beauty

is to be found. And if we rife: from

fenfe into the regions of foul, we

{hall there perceive il:udies and offices,

actions and habits, fciences and vir­

tues, invefled with a much larger por­

tion of beauty. But whether there is,

above thefe, a il:ill higher beauty, will

appear as we advance in its inveil:igation.

What is it then, which caufes bodies

to appear fair to the fight, founds

beautiful to the ear, and fcience and

dcrtlandings (as this would be a contemptible and
ufelefs proflirution), but to render them perfpicu­
ous to truly liberal and philofophic minds. My
reafons for adopting this mode of paraphrafe, may be
feen in the preface to my trantlarion of Orpheus's
Hymns.

virtue
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virtue lovely to the mind? May we

not enquire after what manner they

all partake of beauty? Whether beau­
tv is one and the fame in all ? Or,•
whether the beauty of bodies is of one

kind, and the beauty of fouls of an­

other? And again! what thefe are,
if they are two? Or, what beauty is,

if perfectly fimple, and one? For
fome things, as bodies, are doubtlefs
beautiful, not from the nature of the

fubjects in which they refide, but ra­

ther by fome kind of participation:
but others again appear to be eKen­

tially beautiful, or beauties themfelves,

and fuch is the nature of virtue. For,
with refpect to the fame bodies, they

appear beautiful to one perfon, and the
reverie of beauty to another; as if
the eflence of body were a thing differ-

B 2 ent
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ent from the eiience of beauty. In

the firft place, then, what is that,

which, by its pretence, caufes the

beauty of bodies? Let us reflect, what

moft powerfully attracts the eyes of

l1eholders, and feizes the Ipectaror with

rapturous delight: for if we can find

what this is, we may perhaps ufe it as

a ladder, enabling us to afcend into

the region of beauty, and furvey its

immeafurable extent.

It is the general opinion, that a cer­

tain commenfuration of parts to each

other, and to the whole, with the ad­
dition of colour, generates that beauty

which is the object of fight; and that;

in the cornmenfurate and the mode­

rate alone, the beauty of every thing

corififls. But from fuch an opinion,

the compound only, and not the fim...
pie,
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pIe, can be beautiful; the lingle parts

will have no peculiar beauty; and will

only merit that appellation, by confer­

ring to the beauty of the whole. But it

is furely neceiTary, that a lovely whole,

Ihould confif]; of beautiful parts; for

the fair can never rife out of the de­

formed. But from fuch a definition,
it follows, that beautiful colours, and
the light of the fun, fince they are

fimple, and do not receive their beau.
ty from comrnenfuration, muil: be ex­
cluded the regions of beauty. Betides,

how, from fuch an hypothefis, can
gold be beautiful? Or the glittering

of night, and the glorious fpccracle of

the flars ? In like manner the moil:

fimple mufical founds, will be foreign

from beauty; though, in a fong wholly

beautiful, every note rnufl be beauti-

B 3 ful,
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ful, as neceflary to the being of the
whole. Again, fince the fame pro~

portion 'remaining, the fame face is to

one perfon beautiful, and to another. '

the reverfe, is it not neceflary, to call

the beauty of the cornmenfurate one

kind of beauty, and the cornmenfiira­
tion another kind; and that the C0111-,

menfurate is fair, by means of fome­

thing elfe ? But, if transferring them­

[elves to beautiful il:udies, and fair dif­

courfes they {hall affign as the caufe

of beauty in thefe, the proportion of
meafure, what is that which, in beau­

ful fciences, laws, or difciplines, is
called commenfurate proportion? Or,

in what manner can fpeculations them­

[elves be called mutually comrnenfu­

rate? If it be [aid, becaufe of the in­

herent concord; we reply, t.hat there

~s
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is a certain concord and confent in

evil fouls, a conformity of fentiment,

in believing (as it is faid) that temper­

ance is folly, and juftice generous ig­

norance. It appears, therefore, that

the beauty of the foul is every virtue s
and this fpecies of the beautiful pof­
[elfes far greater reality than any of the

fuperior we have mentioned. But,

after what manner in this, is commen­

furation to be found? For it is neither

like the [ymmetry in magnitude, or in

numbers. And fince the parts of the

foul are many, in what proportion and

[ynthefis, in what temperament of

parts, or concord of [peculations, does

beauty confifl ] Lailly, Of what kind

is the beauty of in tellect irfelf, ab­

Ilracted from every corporeal concern,

And intimately converfing with itfelf

alone r
B of We
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We frill, therefore, repeat the quef­

tion, What is the beauty of bodies?
It is fomething, which, at firfr view,

prefents inelf to fenfe , and which the
foul familiarly apprehends, and eagerly
embraces, as if it were allied to itfelf ,

But when it meets with the deformed,

it haftily i1:arts from the view, and

retires abhorrent from its difcordant, • • < .\

nature. For fince the foul in its pJo-

per i1:ate, ranks according to the moil:

excellent effence in the order of things,
when it perceives any object related

to itfelf, or the mere vei1:ige of a rela­

tion, it conzratulates itfelf on the
. 0

pleaiing event, and aftoniihed with the.

ihiking refemblance, '* enters deep in-
tG

.. Enters deep into ils dfeliCC, &c. 'TIre Platonic
philofophy iniifrs much on the necefliry of retiring

I into
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to its efience, and, by l'oufing its dor­
mant powers, at length perfectly re­

collects

into ourfelves in ordpr to the difcovery of truth: and
on this account, Socrates, in the firfl Alcibiades,
fays, that the foul entering into herfelf will con­
template whatever fxios, and the divinity himfelf.
Upon whichProclus thus comments, with his ufual
elegance~nd depth, (in Theol, Plat. P: 7,) "For
the foul «(1YS he) contracting herfelf wholly into
a union with herfelf, and into the centre of univer-,
fallife, and removing the m~ltitude and variety of
all-various powers, afcends into the highefr (mglw".)
place of fpeculation, from whence Ihe will furvey
the nature of beings. For if fhe looks back upon
~hings poflcrior to her eflence, fhe will perceive no­
thing but the fhadows and refemblances of beings:
but if Ihc returns into herfelf, fhe will evolve her
own eflence, and th~ reafons file contains, And at
firfr indeed fhe will as it were only beheld hcrfelf ,
but when by her knowledge Ole penetrates more
profoundly in her invefligations, Ihe will find intel­
ieEt feared in her efience, and the nniverfal orders of
beings: but when fhe advances into the more inte­
rior recefles of herfelf, and as it were into the faQClu.
ary of the foul, file. will be enabled to contemplate,
with her eyes clofcd to corporeal vifion, the genu.
of the gods, ~nd the unities of beings. For all
~hings refide in us, (,),vx.y.w,) after a manner corre­
[pondent to the nature of the foul: and on this ac­
count we are naturally enabled to know all things,

by
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collects its kindred and allies. What

is the fimilitude then between the

beauties of fenfe, and that beauty whieh

is divine? For if there be any fimi­

Iitude, the refpective objects muft be
fimilar. But after what manner are

the two beautiful? For it is by parti­

cipation of {pecies that we call every
:fenfible object beautiful. Thus, fince

every thing void of form is by na­

ture fitted for its reception, as far as

it is deflitute of reafon and form, it

is bare, and feparate from the divine

reafon, the great fountain of forms;

and whatever is entirely remote from

this immortal fource, is perfectly bafe,

and deformed. * And fuch is mat-
ter,

by exciting our .inherent powers, and images of
whatever exifls."

'" Alid fllcb is matter, &c. There is nothing
affords more wonderful fpeculation than matter,

which
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ter, which by its nature is ever averfe
from the fupervening irradiations of

form.

which ranks as the lall among the univerfality of
things, and has the fame relation to being, as fhade
to fubllance. For, as in an afcending feries of caufes,
it is neceflary to arrive at fOllldhing, which is the
firfl caufe of all, and to which no perfection is want.
ing : fo ill a defcending Ieries of fubjeCls, it is
equally neceflary we Ihouid flop at lome general
fubject, the lowcft in the order of things, and to
which every perfection of being is denied. But let
us hear the profound and admirable defcription,
which Plotinus gives us of matter. lib. vi. Ennead. 3'
and of which the following is a paraphrafe. "Since
matter, fays he, is neither foul nor intejldt, nor
life, nor form, nor rcafon, nor bound, but a certain
indefinitcnefs , nor yet cap.icity, for what .can it
produce! . Since it is foreign from all thefe, it can­
not merit the appellation of being, but is dcfervedly
called non-entity, Nor yet is it non- entity in the
manner as motion, or Ilaticn : but it is true non ..en ...
riry, the mere fhadow and imagination of bulk, and
the delire of fubfitlence . abiding without iiation,
of itfelf invifible, and avoiding the dcfire of him
who wifhcs to perceive its nature. Hence, when no
onc perceives it, it is then in a manner prelent : bur
cannot be viewed by him who Drives intently to be­
hold it. Again, in itfelfconrraries always appear, the
finall and the grear, the lefs and the more, deficience
and cxcefs. So that it is a phantom, neither abid-

ing
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form. Whenever, therefore, form ac­
cedes, it conciliates in amicable unity,

the parts which are about to compofe

a whole: for being itfelf one, it is not

ing, nor yet able to flyaway: callable of no one de.
nomination, and polfelling no power from inrellect ,
but conflitutcd in the defect, and fhade as it were of
all real being. Hence, too, in eachof its v~mi{hing

appellations, it eludes our feareh: for if we think

of it as fomrthing great, it is in the mean time fmall;
if as fomcthing more, it becomes lcfs; and the ap~

parent being which we meet with in 'its image, is
"on-being, and as it were a flying mockery. So that
the forms which appeal" in matter, are merely ludi ..
crous j fhaclows falling upon fhadow, as in a mirror,
where the pofirion of a thing, is different from its real
fituation , and which, though apparently full of
forms, poffcffcs nothing real and true. But the
things which enter and depart from matter, are no..
thing but imitations of being, and fernblances, flow­
ing about a formlefs fcm'il.mce, They appear, in.
deed, to affect fomcthing in the fubjcct-rnatrer, but
in reality produce n thing: from their debile and
flowing nature, being endued with no folidiry, and
no rcboHwding power. And fince mattel", likewife,
has no folidiry, they penetrate it without divifion,
like images ill water, or as ifan)' one ikouJd fill "
vacuum with forms."

wonder-
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wonderful that the fubject of its power

fhould tend to unity, as far as the na­

ture of a compound will admit. Hence

beauty is eftablifhed in multitude,

when the many is reduced into one;

and in this cafe it communicates itfelf

both to the parts, and to the whole.

But when a particular one, compofed

from fimilar parts, is received, it gives

itfelf to the whole, without departing

from the famenefs and integrity of its
nature. Thus at one and the [arne

time, it communicates itfelf to the
whole building, and its feveraI parts;

and at another time confines itfelf to
a lingle ftone: and then the firf]; par­

ticipation arifes from the operations of

art, but the fecond from the forma­

tion of nature. And hence body be­

comes beautiful, through the cornmu-
mall
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man fupernally-proceeding from di..

vinity.
But the foul, by her innate power,

than which· nothing more powerful,

in judging its proper concerns, when

another foul concur,') in the decifion,

acknowledges the beauty of forms.
And, perhaps, its knowledge in this cafe

arifes from its accommodating its in~

ternal ray of beauty to form, and trufl­
ing to this in its judgment; in the

fame manner as a rule is employed, in
the decifion of what is flrait. But
how can that which is inherent in
body, accord with that which is above

body? Let us reply by a£king how
the architect pronounces the building
beautiful, by accommodating the ex­
ternal flructure to the fabric in his
foul? Perhaps, becaufe the outward

building,
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building, when entirely deprived of

the Ilones, i3 no other than the intrin­

fie form, divided by the external mafs
of matter. but indivilibly exifting.

though appearing in the many. When,

therefore, fenfe beholds the form in
bodies, at ihife with matter, binding
and vanquiiliing its contrary nature,
and fees form gracefully ihining forth
in other forms, it collects together

the fcattered whole, and introduces it
to itfelf, and to the indivifible form
within; and renders it confonant, con­
gruous and friendly to its own inti­
mate form. Thus, to the good man,
virtue ihining forth in youth is lovely,

becaufe confonant to the true virtue.

which lies deep in the foul. But the

fimple beauty of colour arifes, when

light, which is fomething incorporeal.

and
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and reafon and form, entering the ob­

[cure involutions of matter, irradiates

and forms its dark and formlefs nature.

It is on this account that fire furpafies
other bodies in beauty, becaufe, com­

pared with the other elements, it ob­

tains the order of form: for it is more

eminent than the refl, and is the

moil: fubtle of all, bordering as it were

on an incorporeal nature. Add too;

that though impervious itfelf, it is in­

timately received by others; for it im­

parts heat, but admits no cold. Hence

it is the firil: nature which is orna­
mented with colour, and is the Iource
of it to others: and on this. account

it beams forth exalted like [orne im­

material form, But when it cannot

vanquith its fubject, as participating

but a flender light; it is no longer beau-

tiful:
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tiful: becaufe it does not receive the

whole form of colour; Again, the

mufic of the voice roufes the har­

mony latent in the foul, and opens

her eye to the perception of beauty,

exifting in many the fame. But it is

the property of the harmony perceived

by fenfe, to be meafured by numbers,

yet not in every proportion of num­

ber or voice; but in that alone which

is obedient to the production, and con­

quefl of its [pedes. And thus much

for the beauties of fenfe, which, like

images and fhadows flowing into mat­

ter, adorn with fpectacles of beauty'

its formlefs being, and flrike the re­

fpective fenfes with wonder and de­

light.

But it is. now time, leaving every

object of fenfe far behind, to contem-

C plate.
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plate, by a certain afcent, a beauty of
a much higher order: a beauty not
vifible to the corporeal eye, but alone

manifeJl: to the brighter eye of the foul,

independent ofall corporeal aid. How­

ever, fince,. without fome previous
perception of beauty, it is impoilible
to exprefs by words the beauties of
fenfe, but we muft remain in the flare

of the blind; [0 neither can we ever

fpeak of the beauty of offices and fci­
ences, and whatever is allied to thefe,

if deprived of their intimate poifeffion.

Thus we ihall never be able to tell of

virtue's brightnefs, unlefs by looking

inward we perceive the fair counte­
nance of juflice and temperance, and
are convinced that neither the even­
ing nor rnorning-flar, are half [0 beau­

tiful and bright. But it is requifite

to
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to perceive objects of this kind with

that eye by which the foul beholds

fuch real beauties. Betides, it is necef­

fary that whoever perceives this fpe'"

cies of beauty, fhould be feized with

much greater delight; and more vehe­

ment admiration, than any corporeal

beauty can excite; as now embracing

beauty real and fubflantial, Such af..;.
fections, I fay, ought to be excited

about true * beauty, as admiration and

fweet aflonifhment , defire, alfo and

love, and a pleafant trepidation. For

all fouls; as I may fay, are affeCl:ed in

this manner about invifible objects,

but thofe the moil: who have the

• crrue beauty_ Inflead of 9r'*~} 1'6" g 'T~ :,~ ~ ,,«:>.6,.
it fhould doubtlefs be read .",gl T6v """e"ov .«A6V,
which fenf': is adopted in the paraphrafe; and
which I wonder Ficinua did not obferve,

C .2 flrongefl;
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ftrong€ft propenfity to their love; as

it likewife happens about corporeal

beauty: for all equally perceive beau­

tiful corporeal forms, yet all are not

equally excited, but lovers in the

greateft degree.

But it may be allowable to interro­

~te thofe who rife above fenfe, con­

cerning the effeB:s of love in this .man­

ner: of fuch we enquire, what do

you fuffer reipecting fair Itudies, and

beautiful manners, virtuous works, af-

fections, and habits, and the beauty of

fouls? What do you experience on

perceiving yourfelves lovely within?

After what manner are you roufed as

it were to a Bacchanalian fury j Tlriv«

irig to converfe with yourfelves, and

collecting yourfelves feparate from the

impediments of body? For thus arc

true
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true lovers enraptured. But what is

the caufe of thefe wonderful effects ?
It is neither figure, nor colour, nor

m.agnitude; but foul herfelf, fair

through temperance, and not with the

falfe glofs of colour, and bright with

the fplendours of virtue herfelf. And

this you experience as often as you
turn your eye inwards; or contem­
plate the amplitude of another foul t

the ju!l: manners, the pure temper­

ance; fortitude venerable by her noble

countenance; and modefiy and ho­

nefry walking with an intrepid ftep,

and a tranquil and fteady afpect; and,

what crowns the beauty of them all,

conftantly receiving the irradiations of
a divine intellect.

In what refpect then, (hall we call

thefe beautiful? For they are fu~h as

C 3 Uler
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they appear, nor did ever anyone be­

hold them, and not pronounce them
realities. But as yet reafon defires to
know how they caufe the lovelinefs of

the foul; and what that grace is in
every virtue which beams forth to
view like light? Are you then willing
we fhould aifume the contrary part,

and confider what in the foul appears

deforrned ] for, perhaps it will facili­
tate our fearch, if we can thus find

what is bafe in the foul, and from
whence it derives its original.

Let us fuppofe a foul deformed, to

be one intemperate and unjuil:, filled
with a multitude of defires, a prey to
foolifh hopes, and vexed with idle

fears; through its diminutive and ava­
ricious nature the fubject of envy.;

employed Iolely in thought of what is

moral
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mortal and low; bound in the fetters

of impure delights; living the life,

whatever it may be, peculiar to the
paflion of body; and fo totally merged

in fenfualityas to efleem the bafe plea­

fant, and the deformed beautiful and

fair. But may we not fay, that this

bafenefs approaches the foul as an ad­

ventitious evil, under the pretext of

adventitious beauty; which, with
great detrimenr, renders it impure, and

pollutes it with much depravity; fo

that it neither poiTeiTes true life, nor

true fenfe, but is endued with a ilender

life through its mixture of evil, and

this worn out by the continual de­

predations of death: no longer per­

ceiving the objects of mental vifion,
nor permitted any more to dwell with

itfelf, becaufe ever hurried away to

C 4- things
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things obfcure, external, and low?

Renee, becoming impure, and being

on all fides fnatched in the unceafing

whirl of fenfible forms, it is covered

with corporeal Ilains, and wholly given

to matter, contracts deeply its nature,

lofes all it original (plendor, and al­

mofl changes its own {pecies into that

of aaother : jufi as the prifiine beauty

of the moft lovely form would be de­

ftroyed by its total immerfion in mire

and clay. But the deformity of the

firft arifes from inward filth, of its own

contracting; of the fecond, from the

acceffion of fome foreign nature. If

fuch a one then defires to recover his

former beauty, it is neceflary to cleanfe

the infected parts, and thus by a

thorough purgation to refume his ori­

ginal form. Hence, then, if we aifert

that
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that the foul, by her mixture, confu­
fion and commerce with body and

matter, becomes thus bafe, our affertion
will, I think, be right. For the bafe­
nefs of the foul confifls in not being

pure and fincere. And as the gold is
deformed by the adherence of earthly

clods, which are no fooner removed

than on a fudden the gold {hines forth

with its native purity; and then be­

comes beautiful when feparated from
natures foreign from its own, and

when it is content with its own puri­

ty for the poifeffion of beauty: fa the
foul, when Ieparated from the fordid

defires engendered, by its too great im­
median in body; and liberated from
the dominion of every perturbation,

can thus and thus only, blot out the

bafe f1:ains imbibed from its umon

with
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with body; and thus becoming alone,

will doubtlefs expel all the turpitude

contracted from a nature fo oppofite
to its own.

Indeed, as the ancient oracle de­

clares, temperance and fortitude, pru­

dence and every virtue, are certain pur­
gatives of the foul; and hence the fa­

cred my£l:eries prophefy obfcure1y, yet
with truth, that the foul not purified
lies in Tartarus, irnmerfed in filth.
Since the impure is, from his depravity,

the friend of filth; as fwine, from their

fordid body, delight in mire alone.

"* For what elfe is true temperance

than not to indulge in corporeal de_
lights, but to fly from their connection,

,*' F4r ttvhat clfe is true ttmperancc, &c. For a
full account of the divifion and nature of the vir.

fee Pornhvrv' \\\ lrues, iee orp yry s Ay'gp"u, "'g'~ TU !:IonT«, P: '35.

as
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as things which are neither pure1 nor

the offspring of purity? And true for­

titude is not to fear death; for death

is nothing more than a certain fepara­

tion of foul from body; and .this he

will not fear, who defires to be alone.

Again, magnanimity is the contempt of
every mortal concern; it is the wing
by which we fly into the regions of

intellect, And laflly, prudence is no
other than intelligence, declining fub­

ordinate objects; and directing the eye
of the foul to that which is immortal

and divine. The foul, thus refined,

becomes form and reafon, is altoge­
ther incorporeal and intellectual; and
wholly participates of that divine na­

ture, which is the fountain of love­

linefs, and of whatever is allied to the
beautifUl and fair, Hence, the foul,

reduced
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reduced to intellect, becomes aftoniih,

ingly beautiful; for as the lambent

flame which appears detached from

the burning wood, enlightens its dark

and fmoky parts, fa intellect irradiates

and adorns the inferior powers of the

foul, which, without its aid, would be

buried in the gloom of forrnlefs In..t­

ter. But intellect, and whatever e­

manates from intellect, is not the fo­

reign, but the proper ornament of

the foul: for the being of the foul,

when abforbed in intellect, is then

alone real and true. It is, therefore,

rightly faid, that the beauty and good

of the foul confifls in her fimilitude

to the Deity; for from hence flows all

her beauty, and her allotment of a

better being. But the beautiful itfelf

is that which is called beings; and

turpitude
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turpitude is of a different nature, anl

partie.pates more of non-entity than

being.

But, perhaps, the good and the

beautiful are the fame, and mufl be

inveil:igated by one and the fame pro­

cefs , and in like manner the bafe and

the evil. And in the firft rank we

muil: place the beautiful, and confider

it as the fame with the gcod; from

which immediately emanates intelle2

as beautiful. Next to this, we muft

confider the foul receiving its beauty

from intellect; and every inferior

beauty deriving its origin from the

forming power of the foul, whether

converfant in fair actions and offices,

or fciences and arts. Laftly, bodies

themfelves participate of beauty from

the foul, which, as fomething divine,

and
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and a portion of the beautiful itfelf,

renders whatever it fiipervenes and

fubdues, beautiful, as far as its natural

capacity will admit.

Let us, therefore, reafcend to the

good itfelf, which every foul defires ,
and in which it can alone find per­

feet repofe. For, if anyone ihall be...
come acquainted with this fource of

beauty, he will then know what I fly,

and after what manner he is beautiful.

Indeed, whatever is defirable is a kind

of good, fince to this defire tends.

But they alone purfue true good, who

rife. to intelligible beauty; and fo. far

only tend to good itfelf, as far as they

lay afide the deformed veflrnenrs of

matter, with which they became con­

nectcd in their defcent, Juil: as thofe

who penetrate into the holy retseats

3 of
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of facred myfleries, are firfl purified,

and then divefi thernfelves .of their

garments, until fome one, by fuch a

procefs, having difmilTed every thing

foreign from the God, by himfelf

alone, beholds the folitary principle

of the univerfe, fincere, fimple, and

pure, from which all things depend,

and to whofe tranfcendent perfections

the eyes of all intelligent natures are

directed, as the proper caufe of being,

life, and intelligence. With what ar­
dent love, with what {hong defire will

he who enjoys this tranfporting vi­

110n be inflamed, while vehemently af­

fecting to become one with this fu­
preme beauty? For thus it is ordain­

ed, that he who does not yet perceive

him, yet defires him as good: but he
who
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who enjoys the vilion, is enraptured

with his beauty; and is equally filled
with admiration and delight. Hence,

fuch a one is agitated with a falutary

afl:oniihment; is affected with the

higheft and truefl love; derides vehe­
ment affections, and inferior loves,
and defpifcs the beauty which he once
approved. Such, too, is the condition
of thofe, who, on perceiving the forms

of gods or darnons, no longer efteern

the fairefl: of corporeal forms. What

then muft be the condition of that
being, who beholds the beautiful itfelf?
~ In itfelf perfectly pure, not confined

by

• In itji:lf perfcHb pure. This is analogous to
the dcfcription of the beautiful in the latter part of
Diotima's Speech in the Banquet; a Ipecch which
is furely unequalled, both for elegance of cornpofi­
lion and fublimiry of fentiment. Indeed, all the

dlfclples
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by any corporeal bond, neither exifl­
ing in the heavens, nor in the earth,
nor to be imaged by the moil: lovely

form imagination can conceive; fince
thefe are all adventitious and mixt,

and mere fecondary beauties, proceed­

ing from the beautiful itfe1f. If,
then, anyone fhould ever behold

that which is the fource of munifi­
cence to others, remaining in itfelf,

while it communicates to all, and re­

ceiving nothing, becaufe poifeffing an

inexhauflible fulnefs , and Ihould fo
abide in the intuition, as to be­
come fimilar to his nature, what more

difciples of Plato are remarkable for nothing fo much
as their profound and exalted conceptions of the
Deity; and he who Can read the works of Plotinus
and Proclus in particular, and afterwards pity the
weaknefs and erroneoufnefs of their opinions on this
fubjecr, may be fairly prefumed to be himfelfequal.
ly an object of pity and contempt.

D of
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of beautv can fuch a one defire ] For
J

fuch beauty, fince it is fupreme in

dignity and excellence, cannot fail of

rendering its votaries lovely and fair.

Add too, that fince the object of con­

tef]; to fouls, is the higheft beauty.
we Ihould flrive for its acquifition with

unabated ardor, left we fhould be de.

ferted of that blifsful contemplation,

which whoever purfues in the right

way, becomes blefied from the happy

vifion , and which he who does not

obtain, is unavoidably unhappy. For

the miferable man, is not he who ne­

glects to purfue fair colours, and beau.

tiful corporeal forms, who is deprived

of power, and falls from dominion and

empire; but he alone who is deftitute

of this divine poffefflon, for which the

ample dominion of the earth and rea,

:2 and
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and the fiill more extended empire of

the heavens, mufb be relinquifhed and

forgot, if, defpiiing and leaving thefe

far behind, we ever intend to arrive

at fubflantial felicity, by beholding the
beautiful itfelf.

What meafures, then, fhall we

adopt? What machine employ, or

what reafon confult, by means of

which we may contemplate this in­

effable beauty: a beauty abiding in

the moil divine fanctuary, without

ever proceeding from its facred re­

treats, lea it Ihould be beheld by the

profane and vulgar eye ? We muft

enter deep into ourfeIves, and, leaving

behind the objects of corporeal fight,

no longer look back after any of the

accuflomed ipectacles of fenfe, For,
it is neceflary that whoever beholds

D 2 this



this beauty, ihould withdraw his view

from the faireft corporeal forms; and,

convinced that thefe are nothing more

than images, veitiges, and fhadows of

beauty, (hould eagerly {oar to the fair

original from which they are derived.

For he who ruihes to thefe lower

beauties, as if grafping realities, when

they are only like beautiful images

appearing in water, will, doubtlefs,

like him in the fable, by ftretching

after the Ihadow, fink into the lake,

and difappear. For, by thus embrac­

ing and adhering to corporeal forms,

he is precipitated, not fo much in his
body, as in his foul, into profound

and horrid darknefs , and thus blind,

like rhofe in the infernal regions, COl1­

verfes only with phantoms, deprived

of the perception of what is real and

true.
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true. It is here, then, we may more

truly exclaim, *" Let us depart from
" hence, and fly to our father's delight­

" ful land." But, by what leading
ibm {hall we direct our Bight, and

what means avoid the magic power of

Circe, and the detaining charms of

Calypfo? t For thus the fable of U-

lyfles
* Let 1t5 depart, &c. Vide Hom. Iliad. lib. ii,

140' er lib. ix, 27.
CPE~'Y;;·(J.H O'UII IIHIO" q;;"""I)) e' t 'lro::r;,S'c£ 'Ya.~JI.

t Porphyry inform us, in his excellent rrearife,
De Antra Nymph. "that it was the opinion of
Numenius, the Pythagorean, (to which he alia af.
fents) that the perfon of Ulyfles, in the Odyfl'ey, re­

prefcnts to us a man, who pafies in a regular man­
ner, over the dark and florllly fea of generation;
and thus, at length, arrives at that region where
rempefls and lea, are nnkn.iwn, and finds a nation,
who

Ne'er knew fait, or heard the billows,roar."

Indeed, he who is confcious of the delufions of the
prefent life, and the enchantments of this material
houfe, in which his foul is detained, like Ulyfles in
the irriguous cavern of Calypfo, will, like him.

D 3 con.
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lyiTes obfcurely fignifies, which feigns

him abiding an unwilling exile, though
pleafant Ipectacles were continually
prefented to his fight; and every thing
was promifed to invite his ftay which
can delight the fenfes, and captivate

continually bewail his captivity, and inly pine for a
return to his native country. Of fuch a one it
may be faid as of Ulyfles (in the excellent arid pa­
thetic tranl1ation of M,', Pope.)

... But fad Ulyfles by hirnfelf apart,
Pour'd the big farrows of his fwelling heart;
All on the lonely 1110re he fate to weep,
And roll'd his eyes around the refllefs deep;
Tow'rd the lov'd c0a11, he roll'd his eyes in vain,
Till, dimm'd with riling grief, they flream'd

again."

Such a one, too, like Ulyfles, will not always wifh
in vain for a palfage over the dark ocean of a corpo­
reallife, but by the affi11ance of Mercury, who may
be confidered as the emblem of reafon, he will at
length be enabled to quit the magic embraces of Ca­
Iy!,i", the goddefs of Senfe, and to return again
into the arms of Penelope, or Philofophy, the long
1011: and proper object of his love.

• Odflfcy. book v, '03'
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the heart. But our true country, like

that of Ulyfies, is from whence we

came, and where our father lives. But
where is the {hip to be found, by
which we can accompliih our flight?
For our feet are unequal to the tafk,
fince they only take us from one part
of the earth to another. May we not
each of us fay,

'* 'What (hips have I, what failors to convey,

What oars to cut the long laborious way I

But it is in vain that we prepare
horfes to draw, or (hips to tranfport

us to our native land. On the con­
trary, neglecting all thefe, as unequal
to the talk, and excluding them en­

tirelyfrom our view, having now clofed

• See Pope'. Homer', Odyffey, Book v, r8r.
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the corporeal eye, * we mufb ftir up,

and aifume a purer eye within, which

• lVi: mr';/l jlir up and ai1ume a purer ~yc CLvz'thi!1.
This inward eye, is no other than intellect, which
contxins in its mofl inward recefles, a certain ray of
light, participated from the fun of Beauty and Good,
by which the foul is enabled to behold and become
united with her divinely folirary original. This di­
"inc ray, or, as Prcclus calls it <T!.-'v91ip,&., a mark or
impretliou, is thus beautifully dcfcribed by that phi­
lofopl.er, (Theel. Plat. p. 105)' "The Author of
the univerfe, (fays he) has planted in all beings im­
preilions of his own perfeCt excellence, and through
thefe, he has placed all beings about himfelf, and is
prefent with them in an ineffable manner, exempt
from the univerfality of thin~s. Hence, every be­
ing entering into the ineffable fanctuary of its
Own nature, finds there a fymhol of the Father of all.
And by this myfiical impreflion, which correfponds
to his nature, ihey become united with their origi­
nal, diveiling themfelves of their own cfience, and
hal7ening to become his imprefiion alone; and,
tl.rough a defirc of his unknown nature, and of the
fountain of good, to participate hill) alone. And
when they have afccndcd as far as to this caufe, they
enjoy perfect nnnq uility, and arc convcrfant in the
perception of his divine progeny, and of the love
IV ich all things narurally poflefs of goodnefs, un­
known, ineffahle, without participation, and tran­
fcendeutly full."
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all men poffefs, but which is alone

ufed by a few. What is it then this
inward eye beholds? Indeed, fudden­

ly raifed to intellectual vifion, it can­

not perceive an object exceeding bright.
The foul muil: therefore be firil: accuf...

tomed to contemplate fair il:udies, and

then beautiful works; not fuch as

arife from the operations of art, but

fuch as are the offspring of worthy

men: and next to this, it is neceKary

to view the foul which is the parent
of this lovely race. But you will a£k,

after what manner is this beauty of a

worthy foul to be perceived? It is
thus. Recall your thoughts inward,
and if, wbile contemplating yourfelf,

you do not perceive yourfelf beautiful,

imitate the fiatuary; who, when he

defires a beautiful flatue, cuts away

what
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what is futperlluous, finooths and po~

lliJnes what is rough, and never defifts
until he has given it all the beauty his

art is able to 'effect. In this manner
mila: you proceed, by lopping what is

luxuriant, directing what is oblique.
and, .by purgation, illuJ1:rating what is

ebfcure., and thus .continue to poliih

and beautifyyourftatue, until the di­
vine fplendor of Virtue ihines upon
you, and Temperance, feared in pure
and holy majefi:y, rifes to your view.
Ifyou become thus purified, refiding in

yourfelf, and having nothing any long­
er to impede this unity of mind, and

no farther mixture to be found within,
but perceiving your whole felf to be

a true light, and light alone; a. light

which, though imrnenfe, is not mea­

fured by any magnitude, nor limited

by
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by any circumfcribing figure, but i$
every where immeaferable, as being
greater than every meafure, and more
excellent than every quantity: if,

perceiving yourfelf thus improved,

and truiting folely to yourfe1f, as no
longer requiring a guide, fix now fred­

fail:1y your mental view, for with the
intellectual eye alone, can fuch immenfe
beauty be perceived. But, if your eye
is yet infected with any fordid can..
cern, and not thoroughly refined, while

it is on the itretch to behold this moft

ihining fpectac1e, it will be immedi­
ately darkened and incapable of intui..

tion, though fame one fhould declare

the Ipedacle prefent, which it might be
otherwife able to difcern. For, it is

here necefiary, that the perceiver and

the thing perceived, fhould be firnilar

to
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to each other, before true vifion can

exifb. Thus the feniitive eye, can
never be able to furvey the orb of the

fun, unlefs ftrongly endued with folar

fire, and participating largely of the

vivid ray. Everyone, therefore, mui1:
become divine, and of godlike beauty,

.before he can gaze upon a god, and

the beautiful itfelf. Thus proceeding

in the righ t way of beauty, he will
fir{\: afcend into the region of intellect,

contemplating every fair fpecies, the

beauty of which he will perceive
to be no other than ideas thernfelves ,

for all things are beautiful by the Iu­

pervening irradiations of thefe, becaufe

they are the offspring and efience of
intellect, But that which is fupe..
rior to thefe, is no other than the

fountain of good, every where widely

diffuf-
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difTuGng around the Ilreams of beauty,

and hence, in difcourfe, called the

beautiful itfelf; becaufe, beauty is its

immediate offspring. BJt, if you ac­

curately difiinguifh the intelligible

objects, you will c211 the beautiful

the receptacle of ideas; but the good

itfelf, which is fuperior, the fountain

and principle of the beautifu l , or,
you may place the firfr beautiful and

the good in the fame principle, inde­
pendent of the beauty which there

fubfifts *.
• But before I take my leave of Plctinus I can­

not refrain from addretling a few words to-the Plat.
nical part of my readers. If fuch, then, is the wi(.
dom contained in the works of this philofopher, as
we may conclude from the prefenr fpccimen, is it fit
fa divine a trcafure fhould be concealed in fharneful
oblivion ? With refpeCt to true philofaphy, yo,>
mutt be fcnfible that all modern feels are in a flare
of barbarous ignorance: for Marerialifm, and ;[$

attendant Senfuality, have darkened the eyes of the
man)', with the mills of error; and ace continually

ftrength-



f1tengthening their corporeal tie. And can any
thing more effectually diffipare this inereafing gloom
than difcourfes eompofed by fo fublime a genius,
pregnant with the moll profound conceptions, and
every where full of intellectual light? Can any
thing fo thoroughly dellroy the phantom of falfe
enrhufiafm, as eflablifhing the real objet! of the true ?
Let us then boldly enlift ourfclves under the banners
of Plotinus, and, by his affiilance, vigorouily repel
the encroachments of error, plunge her dominions
into the abyfs of forgetfulnefs, and difperfe the dark­
ncfs of her baneful night. For, indeed, there never
was a period which required fo much philofophic
exertion; or fuch vehement contention from the
lovers of Truth. On all fides, nothing of philofo­
phy remains but the name, and this is become the
fubjed of the vileft prollirution : fincc it is not only
.mgroflcd by the Naruralifl, Chernifl, and Anatomifl,
but is ufurped by the Mechanic, in every trifling
invention, and made fubfervient to the lucre of t, af­
fie and merchandize. There cannot furely be a
greater proof of the degeneracy of the times than
fa unparalleled a d.egqdation,and fo barbarous a
perverlion. of terrns , For, the wordphilofophy,
which implies the love .of wifdorn, is now become
~he ornament of folly. In the times of irs inven­
~or, and for many fuccecding ages, it Was expref­
~"i: of modefty and worth: in our days, it is the
badge of impudence and vain pretenfions, -It was
formerly.the fymbol of the profound and contem­
plative genius; it is now the mark of the fuperficial
-aad unthinking practitioner. It was once rever-

enced
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enced by kings, and clothed in the robes of nobility;
it is now (according to its true acceptation) aban­
doned and defpifed, and ridiculed by the vilefl Ple­
beian. Permit me, then, my friends, to addrefs you
in the words of Achilles to Hector.

Roufe, then, your forces. this important hour,
Collect your frrength, and call forth all your pow'r.

Since, to adopt the animate-d language of Neptune
to the Greeks,

________on daflards, dead to fame,

I wafle no anger, for they feel no fhame ,
Em you, the pride, the flower of all our hofl,
My heart weeps blood, to fee your glory lolt.

N or deem the exhortation impertinent, and the dan­
ger groundlefs.

For lo l the fated time, th' appointed fhore ;
Hark! the gates burfl, the brazen barriers roar.

Impetuous ignorance is thundering at the bulwarks
of philofophy, and her facred retreats are in danger
of being demolifhed, through our feeble refiflance,
Rife, then, my friends, and the victory will be ours.
The foe is indeed numerous, but, at the fame time,
feeble: and the weapons of truth, in the hands of
vigorous union, defcend with irrefiilible force, awl
are fatal wherever they fall.

FIN I S.
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