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From goulies and ghosties and long-leggedy beasties
And things that go bump in the night
Good Lord, deliver us!


 

 

 

 

 


 

This work is dedicated to Robert C. Benoit, a man I’ve never had the pleasure of meeting. With his work and research, he inspired me to complete my own.

This work is also dedicated to the memory and remaining members of the 10 sleeping families of Louisiana and Texas.





Foreword

America is a Treasure House of Sick Images and Hungry Ghosts

There is ample evidence of cultures and civilizations that flourished in North America at the same time that the pyramids were being built in Egypt, or Stonehenge was erected in ancient England. Americans tend not to think of their country this way, as something eldritch and antique. We focus on our recent history, the revolution against Britain, Manifest Destiny and Westward, Ho! Like the housing development in the film Poltergeist, our country is built on a vast burial mound and every time we dig a ditch or drill a well or plant a flag on this dark and bloody ground we raise spectres, ghosts, and banshees. We wander oblivious through sites sacred to nameless gods; we picnic on graves. We build prisons over magic circles.

And we establish towns over ley lines that connect slaughterhouses and sacrificial altars.

Todd C. Elliott is fascinated with this aspect of American culture. Starting with a found reference to the Ax Man Murders in pre-World War One Louisiana he finds evidence of a cult of killers calling themselves the “Human 5.” Entire families are brutally slain in towns all over the South. Suspects are arrested, thrown in prison … and the killings continue. Ritual and race figure prominently in newspaper accounts and the popular imagination. Then word of another sect bubbles up through the swamps, that of a Sanctified Sect whose members, once initiated, can do no wrong and can be judged guilty of no sin. The murders continue.

There are strange preachers in this tale, elements of voodoo and ritual magic, hideous crimes in the name of either God, Satan or Eugenics … or all three. I’m not making this up, and neither is Todd Elliott.

The trail extends out from the Deep South and to other parts of the country. Murders eerily similar to those that took place in Louisiana and Texas crop up in Iowa and Colorado. There seemed to have been a network of crazed ax murderers at work, and there was always this insistent connection to religion, and to race.

The range of this story is rich and complex with many twists and turns and should provide inspiration for a television series or a feature film. Think True Detective. Think The Killing.

America (I always say) is a haunted house, and we insist on increasing our country’s store of restless ghosts and demented spirits without putting to rest the others. This book shows us how the police and the justice system of 1912 Louisiana and Texas were not up to the task of addressing the unthinkable: vicious homicides of entire families wrapped up in ritualism and race. This was before DNA evidence, before scientific forensics as we have come to understand it, before criminal profiling. Gruesome crime scenes and crazed suspects are always a challenge to any police force; but in the South of 1912 it was a replay of Salem in 1692, or a foretaste of Los Angeles in 1969.

Mr. Elliott’s prose takes us right along on this wild ride into America’s subconscious. He focuses on the facts of the case without editorializing. He realizes that the subject matter speaks for itself, that there is no need to gild the lily. Even more, he provides connections to other crimes that took place outside of the South and suggests there might have been a network of killers – perhaps murderers-for-hire, perhaps religiously-motivated, or both – that escaped the attention of early twentieth century police departments in the days before the Internet, before CODIS, before the BAU.

This is a thoroughly satisfying read and one that should provoke discussion on many levels. It is a forgotten episode of American crime but one that was screaming out for the attention that Todd C. Elliott was able to give it. Perhaps these particular ghosts can be laid to rest now.

But I doubt it.

– Peter Levenda, Winter 2014
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Introduction

Blood Atonement 
1911-1912

The crime is perhaps the most horrible that has ever been committed in Lake Charles …

– Lake Charles Daily-American Press, Jan. 22, 1912

I first became entranced with the “Ax-Man Murders” of Louisiana and Texas, when the crimes were less than a hundred years old. Thanks to a friend of mine who let me borrow a book, my mind had been reeling for years until finally arriving at these present pages. The crimes, now more than hundred years old, are still mystifying, and still unsolved.

The story of the original Ax-Man murders began to circulate through the United States in 1912, capturing the imagination of the people of Louisiana and readers of newspapers across the country. I maintain that the Ax-Man murders were big news and were widely read and followed until the sinking of the R.M.S. Titanic in April of 1912.

Back in late 1998 I was fixated on true crime stories and horror novels. The Ax-Man story satisfied both my appetites as the tale was both true crime and true horror. I relished the monsters of the 20th century, those serial killers that entered the mainstream and the subconscious mind of the American populous. The “American dream,” it seemed, was fast becoming an “American nightmare” with every new book that I read, peering into that desolation row of killers.

My friend, Jeremy, of Lake Charles, lent me a copy of Raising Hell: An Encyclopedia of Devil Worship and Satanic Crime by Michael Newton (1993). I started with the A’s. And there it was: “Ax” stood for the Ax-Man murders. The first thing that caught my eye about the Ax-Man passage in the book was that it referenced my hometown of Lake Charles, Louisiana.

The book described the grisly murder of the Felix Broussard family in Lake Charles in 1912. As I read on, I learned that more ax murders had occurred in other Louisiana small towns I was very familiar with: Lafayette, Crowley and Rayne.

To my disbelief, I had never heard of this true horror story. I fervently researched the Internet (which was limited in its use and applications in 1998 for me) and found sparse accounts of the Ax-Man murders. It seemed that very few people had heard about these macabre crimes.

What made the Lake Charles crime more significant than the Lafayette, Crowley and Rayne murders was that the killer, or killers, left behind a message. Make no mistake, there may have been many clues left behind, but the Lake Charles crime scene was the only one with a “message” from the Ax-Man. I imagined lettering scrawled in blood upon the back door of the murdered Felix Broussard family home in north Lake Charles. Armed with the fact that this mysterious killer, or killers, chose Lake Charles as the only place to leave a message behind, I thought it was a sign for me to investigate this little slice of dark history in my own backyard.

[image: ]

The Ax-Man’s message read: “When He maketh inquisition for blood, He forgetteth not the cry of the humble.” Over to the side of the inscription were the words: “Human Five.” All of the words, which were written in the presumed killer’s handwriting, were underscored.

Another strange element of the scrawled message were the words “Pearl Ort,” or “Pearl Art,” which were found underneath the inscription. But they appeared to be in another handwriting and possibly the work of the Felix Broussard children, who would be found hacked to death in their beds.

What or who was The Human Five? And what was this strange inscription left at one of the most horrendous crime scenes in Lake Charles history?

The message left behind was from the Bible. To be precise, the 12th verse of the Book of Psalms, Chapter 9. Certainly, while at first I thought that the message was ominous and added to the overall creepiness of the horrendous crime, years later I felt that a “Satanist” would not invoke the words of the Holy Bible by using “He” in reference to the name of God in the quote.

So, why was the Ax-Man murder spree listed in a book of “Satanic crime”? Certainly this crime was mistakenly categorized. The crimes struck me as some form of ritual murders. Was it possible that the “He” mentioned in the killers biblical message was referring to someone else, even a man. Perhaps the Ax-Man himself was the “He” referred to in the scripture quote and thusly the Ax-Man may have seen himself as an instrument of God’s wrath.

I found intriguing these tales of wholesale murder running rampant across southern Louisiana. There was mystery there, and it remains there today, bone-chilling and puzzling.

As the 20th Century was riddled with serial killers, it’s hard to imagine a number of serial killings, much less unsolved serial killings, pre-dating World War I. Society has identified with serial killers, it seems, to some degree through their victims as individuals and individual cases.

Even harder to imagine is a serial killer that did not prey upon individuals, but rather whole families. News reporters in 1912 were also shocked by what they called the “wholesale slaughters of the Ax-Man.”

When we identify our own family members and ourselves as one unit and then we identify that unit to be victim of a killer, or killers, the image of that killer becomes more terrifying than any Jeffrey Dahmer, John Wayne Gacy or Ed Gein. In other words, if the Ax-Man were around today, braining whole families with an ax in their sleep, there would be mass hysteria and sheer panic. The story of such bizarre serial killings happening today would certainly “go viral” across a sea of social media, news media and American neighborhoods. There would be a great unsettling fear across the land if the Ax-Man were re-introduced into modern North America.

The “axman murders” of 1910-1912 in southern Louisiana and Texas, left a total of 10 sleeping families, in the comfort of their own beds, victims of bizarre butchery. There were no individual murders; it was always an entire family. These murders tested the limits of law enforcement, and the public sanity: heads chopped or bashed by ax blows while the victims dreamt in their sleep, never to awaken.

The beginning of these horrific crimes was in the small town of Rayne, Louisiana, where a young mother and her three children were found “brained with an ax” in September of 1910. This terrible crime would be the blueprint of the murders to come: victims were found in their bed, axed to death while they slept.

Over a period of eighteen months, the killer perfected this dark craft, taking it on the road: Crowley, Louisiana – where a family of three were murdered; Lafayette, Louisiana – where a family of four were found slain; San Antonio, Texas – where a family of five were slaughtered; back to Lafayette, Louisiana – where the killer claimed a family of five; again on to Crowley, Louisiana – where the killer took a family of four in the night; Lake Charles – where Felix Broussard’s family of five were hacked to death; Beaumont, Texas – where a family of four fell under the Ax-Man; Glidden, Texas – where the killer snatched a family of six; then to descend on San Antonio – another family of five engulfed in bloody murder.

During these dark eighteen months, the murderer, or murderers, notched forty-five victims. Out of those forty-five, it should be grimly noted that twenty-five of the murder victims were small children.

The killing spree of the Ax-Man introduced newspaper readers to the possibility of being massacred in the night. The reports would continue, more families were reported to have fallen prey to the Ax-Man: a family of three in Hempstead, Texas and eight victims in the Moore family house in Villisca, Iowa without there ever being a parallel drawn to the unsolved killings that seemed to originate in Louisiana. Many today consider the Villisca ax murders to be the unknown chapter of horror in American History.

I have sought to explore a dark connection between the Villisca ax murders and the Ax-Man murders of Louisiana and Texas. If my theory is correct, then I figure it is possible that these murders and these victims are a part of the largest, unsolved serial killing in the history of the United States.

The Ax-Man could very well be the American version of the British serial killer, “Jack The Ripper,” whose name most people in the US during 1912 would have been familiar with. However, the story of the Ax-Man appears to have remained buried as far as history was concerned.

One would think that more Americans would have at least heard of “The American Jack The Ripper” before now. Unfortunately, no one saw the Ax-Man coming. Thus, no one saw him leaving. There was no capture, and the Ax-Man soon became the stuff of legend. Stories to tell around a campfire and scare the kids.

Actual documentation of the Ax-Man’s crimes could change things even for the casual reader. I wanted this book to be a historical collection of research, a “one-stop-shop” for all of the Ax-Man’s curiosities and case details. I also sought to capture the state of fear within the communities that were unfortunate enough to have the cold, eldritch hand of the Ax-Man upon them.

The mystery was there and it still is today. When the Ax-Man arrived, it was unlike anything anyone had ever heard of or imagined: wholesale murders of at least 10 reported sleeping families. These 10 sleeping Louisiana-Texas families are woven together by a common thread of similarity: all of the victims were murdered by means of a pole-ax (an ax with a blade side and a blunt side); all were given blows to the head; all were black families within black communities; all were typically “dirt poor” as robbery was never a motive; all lived within a stone’s throw of the Southern Pacific Railroad; all their neighbors reportedly claimed that the family seemed fine at bedtime before being found terribly murdered in or near their beds in the morning; and in most cases, the Ax-Man left the murder weapon at the scene of the crime.

Even by modern standards and our current communication technology, this type of murderous occurrence would promote panic, anxiety, widespread fear and pressure upon law enforcement. What played out in 1911 and 1912 could very well happen today. In the wake of the Ax-Man, there were also “accidental deaths” that could be attributed to the Ax-Man’s reign of terror. For example, one armed civilian on night watch thought that a small child, sleepwalking in the dark, was the dreaded Ax-Man. The child was mistakenly shot and the Ax-Man claimed another victim.

However, the arrival of the Ax-Man did bring about one of the first examples of “assisting other agency” measures within the law enforcement agencies in modern America. It was the lawmen consulting with one another that shone some light into the Ax-Man’s darkness. And it was during this dark time that the mystery of the Ax-Man was taking shape, flooding the land with uneasiness and blood. Law enforcement, police and sheriffs, working together helped gather clues of the Ax-Man’s murderous path, but never to his downfall. Regrettably, it was only after the the Broussard family in Lake Charles was murdered that the police and sheriff detectives began their coordinated efforts and shared information.

It was a strange and terrible time in the black communities along the Southern Pacific Railroad. The Ax-Man cloaked small towns with fear. Pandemonium gripped whole communities, giving way to a tidal wave of paranoia that touched all.

Lake Charles historian Robert C. Benoit: “During those times, no black person slept well at night and more for fear of being shot by others standing guard against the Ax-Man. And to make matters even worse, this was also the time that following each set of ax killings, came the ‘hoodoo doctors.’ Dozens of these ‘hoodoo doctors’ followed the murders, taking advantage of the gullible by selling them charms to keep away the Ax-Man.”

Such was the scene in Lake Charles in early January of 1912. Preachers of the “word of the Ax-Man”, there were “folk magicians” and mystic Negroes, draped in Voodoo talismans hawking sale-priced lightning rods, converged upon the town square in downtown Lake Charles.

With the arrival of the traveling black men and women, a circus-like atmosphere surrounded the Ax-Man’s killings. Word began to circulate amongst the town folk, in Lake Charles, that the Ax-Man was using a Voodoo charm, or “candja,” which gave him the power to do as he pleased … undetected.

Many were arrested as the nervous succumbed to the waves of paranoia and fear in the streets. There were reported street shootings and suspicious persons were jailed and interrogated as lawmen hoped to ensnare the dreaded murderer.

In Jennings, Louisiana, which is a smaller town some 30 miles to the east of Lake Charles, an arrest was made that soon induced havoc. It was being rumored on the streets that three people had been arrested, but also that the killer had been captured in Lafayette even further to the east.

The Ax-Man had not been captured. He was not captured in January of 1912, nor was the fiend or fiends ever captured.

The Ax-Man came on a winter night to Lake Charles. This is where the story started for me, but had ended for Felix Broussard (40), Matilda Broussard (37), Margaret Broussard (8), Louis Broussard (6), and Alberta “Sissie” Broussard (3).
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Chapter One

Lake Charles 
January 22, 1912

I hear the train a-coming, it’s rolling round the bend …

–Johnny Cash, Folsom Prison Blues

To believe in the “good old days” is to believe in fairy tales. Perhaps even those good old days in 1912 were just a dream to Felix Broussard, his wife and three kids, who had just moved to Lake Charles in mid-November of 1911. Some accounts indicated that Felix had been in Lake Charles for a couple of years before his family arrived. Could it be possible that Felix would travel to Lake Charles from an outlying parish to find work at home in Calcasieu Parish? What Felix would ultimately find would be a gruesome fate for him and his family … sealed by the hand of a blood-thirsty fiend.

Lake Charles should have seen it coming. The town, especially the black community and law enforcement, was already buzzing with macabre tales of the Ax-Man. The fiendish ax-wielding maniac was rumored to disappear within the folds of the night, a seeming shadow within the shadows. The Ax-Man and the murders left behind were the talk of the town.

The footprints of the Ax-Man are still visible today in Lake Charles, and all the other towns visited by the Ax-Man, in the form of the steel rails of the Southern Pacific Railroad. Felix Broussard and his family lived at 331 Rock Street in north Lake Charles. However, in the 1950s, the street name changed to North Bank Street.

It should be noted that the author believes he has found the Felix Broussard cabin, which could have held the address 331 in 1912 as he found it in 2011. Eerily enough, within the confines of the property lot, a curving railroad track winds, snake-like, through the backyard and close to the house as it would have on January 21, 1912.
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As described by Lake Charles historian and researcher Robert C. Benoit, the Broussard house was within several hundred yards of the Lake Charles Rice Mill and within fifty feet of the Kansas City Southern Railroad switch line leading to the mill section of Goosport, in north Lake Charles.

The cabin in which the Broussard family lived consisted of three rooms: a southwest room, a northwest room and a kitchen. Mr. and Mrs. Broussard, Felix and Matilda, slept in the southwest room. The Broussard children, all three of them, slept in one bed in the northwest room. It is believed that the killer, or killers, entered through the kitchen back door after trying to climb in through the window.

With their three children, the Broussards also had two grown, adult daughters who no longer lived at home. It was just the five of them in a three-room cabin in north Lake Charles.

The Daily Signal, of Crowley, would report later that Felix was a “hard working man” who had lived in Lake Charles and worked as a foreman at several of the saw mills in town. It appears that Felix Broussard had more than one job; one newspaper reported that he had worked at The Majestic Hotel. The hotel had been built in 1910 on the corner of Pujo Street and Bilbo Street in downtown Lake Charles. Mr. Broussard owned several pieces of furniture in his small home, and there were indications that he was a responsible man and a good father who was concerned about the future well-being of his family. The newspaper reported that he held life insurance policies, worth $20 a piece, on each of his three children.

The saw-mills back in 1911 were certainly abuzz with construction in Lake Charles. They were a huge area draw for workers, who labored to help rebuild and repair the city of Lake Charles, which had recently suffered the great city fire of 1910.

According to the March 14, 1912 edition of the El Paso Herald, Felix Broussard was a “good type of Negro” and further described him as “industrious and intelligent and lived happily with his wife and three children.” The paper also mentioned a remark that Felix had recently made to neighbors and friends on the day before the tragedy. Although no member of his family had taken ill, Felix had remarked to a friend about his family and how: “they were all going home to glory, and going mighty soon.” This alleged remark led some in Lake Charles to believe that Felix had been aware of his fate and the impending slaughter of his family. The paper also said that Felix, “either acquiesced in it or was too terror-stricken to avert it.”

Sometime shortly before midnight on Saturday night, the temperature in Lake Charles dipped down to below freezing temperatures. The Rice Belt Journal of January 26, 1912 reported that the cold weather had reached a low of 19 degrees. Colder still must have been the bone-chilling stories of the Ax-Man rampage as the Broussard children snuggled into their one bed for the last time as their father tended the wood-burning stove. If the Ax-Man were a deathly angel, then surely his pitch-black wings were fanning the cold, night-time air and making the frigidness colder.

As the near tropical climate of Southwest Louisiana resisted the frigid temperatures and while the climes clashed along the banks of Lake Charles, a fog might have descended upon Lake Charles on that night. This foggy veil would not shield the superstitious from the believe that, on this night, surely, the “Devil was in the house.”

After midnight, the only light in the tiny cabin of Felix Broussard may have been the dim, warm glow of coals as the Ax-Man crept in out of the cold, possibly warming his hands before the murder.

The Monday morning paper headline read: “ENTIRE FAMILY OF FIVE NEGROES MURDERED HERE SUNDAY MORING (sic).” So read the front page of the Lake Charles Daily American-Press, January 22, 1912.

At 10 o’clock Sunday morning, the Lake Charles police, acting on a tip from neighbors, found the Broussard family with their heads crushed amid body parts strewn among blood-soaked sheets and corn husk mattresses. Neighbors and authorities had found the family’s back door wide open, leaving the cold, dead remains of the Broussard family exposed to the winter morning air.

Newspaper readers soon learned that this latest crime in Lake Charles was very similar to the recent Thursday night slaughter of a family of four in Crowley. This butchery was reiterated in the first few paragraphs of the news story.

For the first time, Lake Charles readers may also have been shocked to learn that the Thursday ax murder had been the second one to occur in Crowley. Two families had been murdered in Lafayette last year, and before the Lafayette murders, another one had happened in Rayne, just to the east of Crowley. A shocking tale emerged.

Crime scenes in the respective cities were too similar to be a random series of killings. Law enforcement knew that something bigger, something of pure evil, might be at play.

At nearly every Ax-Man crime, an ax was left behind. At the Broussard murder scene, the ax was found under the bed of Felix and his wife Matilda.

Newspapers reported that families began sleeping with their family ax under their beds at night as the Ax-Man was not carrying his weapon while riding on trains, but rather using the family’s own ax against the oblivious, sleeping folks.

Axes in 1912 could be found near the woodpile behind any family home. Every family that wanted to stay warm during the winter months had to have an ax. That simple tool now haunted families. The very sight of their ax began to send shivers of fear throughout the black communities of Southwest Louisiana.

It should be noted that the head of the Broussard family ax was clean, save for the blunt end. The ax had been used, not for cutting or gouging, but rather smashing and crushing the heads of the victims.

The Broussards were found where they had been sleeping …still in their beds. They had been attacked so viciously that the remains were barely recognizable to neighbors brought in to identify the bodies.

On the west side of the house, police determined that the killer, or killers, tried to enter through the kitchen window as they had noticed a partially-broken pane of glass, and a fastening stick to prevent opening was found outside on the ground.

Detectives determined that the killer, or killers, had entered through the kitchen door and exited the same way, but not before leaving a message to announce that these crimes were something uglier than murder for profit. Burglary had almost always been ruled out, as the victims were poor families with nothing to rob except their lives.

The newspaper described it: “Gaping wounds in the heads and blood streaming over the bed clothing and floor beneath told the story.” However, this story was more than mere carnage alone. There was something more sinister at play.

Under the bed of the Broussard children, whose skulls had been bludgeoned by the blunt end of an ax, a bucket was found. The bucket had caught the dripping blood of the dead children, foreshadowing a certain foulness, even the possible ceremonial collection of blood for ritual use. This would lead Sheriff David John “Kinney” Reid, a five-time elected sheriff of the parish, to conclude that the work was done by a “religious fanatic.” Reid had noted many signs of a religious maniac at work.

The scripture quote that was pencil-written on the family’s back door, in Reid’s published opinion in the Daily Signal, was not written on the night of the gory murder of the Broussard family. Reid said that because the handwriting appeared to have been too legible and was underscored led him to believe someone had returned that morning and made the inscription.

It was the inscription on the door that further baffled police and haunted the author of this work for years. Perhaps it was because the newspaper’s account first implied that the Ax-Man was not just one murderer, rather “murderers.” The mind automatically recoils in horror trying to fathom images of a cult members, men and women hacking into brains of children as another of the cult holds a candle or a lantern, who is then later tasked with writing in pencil a biblical inscription on the back door of a family as they were being murdered.

The Lake Charles Daily American-Press reported:

An inscription upon the door, thought to have been written there by the murderers, is significant of something sinister and fanatic in the mind of one who took the lives of the five innocent colored people: “When He maketh the inquisition for blood, He forgetteth not the cry of the humble.”

Again, it was from the Holy Bible, book of Psalm 9:12, re-interpreted in pencil and each word underscored on the back door of the Broussard home.

Curiously, the words “Pearl Art” appeared to be written in another’s handwriting under the inscription. The author thought for years that “Pearl Art” (or “Pearl Ort” in some accounts) was written by one of the Broussard daughters. Perhaps, even one of their school friends was named “Pearl Ortego,” which is a name not uncommon in the region even to this day. It is possible that Felix had even scolded one of his children for writing on the door of their home.

Two days before the Broussard murders, the name of a young girl would resurface from the Crowley Ax-Man murders to the east of Lake Charles. The name of the young girl and victim was Pearl.

What is strange is that in the murders at Crowley, where the Ax-Man had just recently struck on Thursday, January 18, 1912, the oldest daughter in the Warner family extermination was a nine-year old named Pearl Warner. Then, within hours a similar horrific scene would occur in Lake Charles, a major city 40 miles to the west of Crowley, and the name “Pearl” is identified at a crime scene. However, this is likely to simply be a strange footnote in the Ax-Man lore.

The Lake Charles newspaper said that “over to the side of the inscription” were written the words “Human” and the written number “5.” So, at the crime scene were the words “Human 5” as if the vile acts committed were now claimed by five individuals.

I imagined a cult of five, mysterious figures cloaked in ceremonial robes acting out some ritual murder simultaneously. Perhaps each victim had a hooded or veiled figure in black looming over their bed ready to deliver their death at the stroke of midnight.

The Lake Charles murder site also revealed a new detail in the gore previously seen in the blood splatter and brain tissue scattered during the previous murders in Rayne, Lafayette and Crowley. The hands of the Broussard family had been forcibly outstretched in postmortem to form an open hand, possibly signaling “The Human 5.”

I had been familiar with this crime scene detail, which, to the best of my knowledge, has only ever been found on the Internet. However, I had always heard that it was pieces of wood shanks or kindling hammered into the webbing of the hand, in between the fingers of the victims.

In the El Paso Herald, this morbid item was covered for Texas readers in the newspaper’s March 14, 1912 edition on page 13.

Perhaps the strangest feature of this tragedy was the fact that the fingers of each hand of the victims were stretched apart by the murderers, those of the children being wedged open with paper and fastened with pins!
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The Ax-Man story was a horrific, true-crime story that “went viral,” in the parlance of the new millennium, and spread like wildfire among papers across the United States in 1912. It should be noted that none of these details appear in the records of any of the Louisiana papers. It is possible that the newspaper editors, who were covering and running the story from a distance, might have embellished some of the details. However, it is possible that the gory details about the hands were not released to the public to prevent more of an outbreak of paranoia and fear.

The local Lake Charles newspaper contributed a theory that the murderer, or murderers, had been inside the Broussard family home before, stating that the house had been selected or previously picked out by someone who had a knowledge of the conditions in and about the Broussard home. The Lake Charles paper deduced that the killer had to be a white man, which is an interesting theory that will resurface later.

The next-door neighbor, Victoria Northern, was perhaps the last to see any indication that the Broussards next door to her were still alive. Northern said that she was up late cooking when she took notice of the house next door.

“I live in Lake Charles, 329 Rock Street, next door south of the deceased family,” said Northern to the Lake Charles Daily American-Press of Monday, January 22, 1912. “I was up cooking until 1:30 o’clock last night. I saw the deceased family light a lamp about dark. Did not see them anymore.

“When I got up this morning, I noticed the back door open and did not see anyone moving around in the house. I thought that a little strange and asked my husband to go over and knock on their door and call them.

“He did, but no one answered,” said Northern. “He said he would go in the house. I told him, ‘No’; to get an officer.”

Northern said that a neighbor, a man by the name of J.C. Thibodeaux then came over to the house. Thibodeaux is credited as the man who first discovered the bodies of the Broussard family. His wife happened to visit Mrs. Northern to borrow some milk. As she took note of the open door, Mrs. Northern told Mrs. Thibodeaux of her “uneasiness for the Broussard family.”

The newspaper reported that when Thibodeaux showed up at the Broussard home he peered through the open back door and saw “the leg of a child protruding” from under some bed clothing in one of the bedrooms. Then, he called to an unidentified young boy and man walking down the railroad track. These three would enter the Broussard house of slaughter. As the three crossed the floor of the kitchen, they found their way to the small room in the house, the children’s room. The three Broussard children were found gruesomely murdered in their sleep with the bed covers still on them. A similiar blood-soaked scene revealed itself when they found Mr. and Mrs. Felix Broussard. The blood soaked sheets of the parents did not appear to absorb all of the blood-spill. The crimson gore of Mr. and Mrs. Broussard pooled and ran from underneath their bedroom door and into the kitchen area of the house. Gaping wounds in their crushed skulls caused a saturation of the bed covering. The bloody ax was found under their bed.

The Daily Signal reported on the crime scene: “the old couple (Felix and Matilda) looked as though they never struggled.” The bucket found in Felix and Matilda’s room was “half filled with blood that had run from the man.” The news story also mentioned how it appeared that Matilda’s arm was extended, or thrown upward, as if she may have been trying to physically protect herself from a blow. In regards to the children, the paper claimed that it looked as though the children “had struggled and had been thrown on the bed.” The paper also noted that the three children had also been “piled up” in the bed.

The ax was nearly always left behind. After all, the ax belonged to the family and the Ax-Man was no thief. To take the ax would have meant that the ax was stolen property giving the Ax-Man a motive for robbery. This was never the case. Did the fiend have the conscience and morals not to steal, but was powerless to resist murder?

As news of the crime spread, the horror attracted a large crowd. The papers noted that white people, many of whom would probably never have found themselves in front of the house of Felix Broussard, now gathered for a cheap thrill and a glimpse into the mystery of the infamous Ax-Man’s bloody work.

One eerie detail that emerged from that night was the testimony from an unknown woman who said that she had heard a man crawl under her house and sleep there. The woman said that she and her husband could hear the man snoring under the house. Police investigated the matter and found the imprint of the man’s body under the house the next day. Whoever had been sleeping under the crawl space of the pier and beam home had escaped.

The papers in Lake Charles also carried the news of an arrest that had occurred days before in Acadia Parish, where a family of four had been slaughtered in their sleep in the same horrific fashion as the Lake Charles victims. Months before, Lafayette Parish had also witnessed grisly murders in 1911. The Ax-Man appeared to be leaving a bloody trail to Lake Charles, and the papers were quick to catch the link. Lake Charles police are also often cited as making the connection with the Southern Pacific railroad, and how all of the crimes were in close proximity to the railway line.

Readers as far away as Utica, New York began to read tales of the fiendish work of the Ax-Man murder mystery thanks to a traveling, “boots-on-the-ground” type of journalist armed with a camera in 1912. The managing editor of the Utica Saturday Globe, Mr. A.M. Dickinson, should be credited with the first full, in-depth feature piece on the Ax-Man murders, as he appeared transfixed with solving the mystery and making sure that the killer be brought to jutice. Dickinson’s piece had photographs of the homes in Crowley, Lafayette and Lake Charles where the murders occurred. Dickinson’s reportage of the mania and fallout from the murders within these communities provides important details. His article included interviews and accounts of meeting the suspected killers while they were incarcerated.

Much like the Lake Charles and Lafayette papers, the Ax-Man’s murderous mayhem was prominently featured on the front page of the Utica Saturday Globe, February 17, 1912 edition.

While the local papers did touch on a “Sanctified Church” sect as being suspected of the heinous crimes, Dickinson introduced his readership to a “sanctified” preacher who was arrested in Jennings, Louisiana just days before the Felix Broussard murders in Lake Charles. And two other mysterious figures, also thought to be tied to the shady “Sanctified Church,” were arrested for the Lake Charles crimes in Lake Charles by police acting on a tip from Lafayette law officers. The two men were Ed Jiles, who was described in the March 1, 1912 edition of the Lake Charles American Press Weekly as a “big, crazy-acting negro,” and Dr. A.E. Anderson, who lived on Moss Street in Lake Charles at the time of his arrest.

Jiles was described as a “giant” who was captured by police officers following the Broussard family slaughter. When questioned by authorities, Jiles yielded very little information, if any, regarding the Sacrifice Church. Jiles ended up in a “sweat box” and had a little talk with the local coroner in Lake Charles, Dr. Fisher. It was Fisher’s conclusion after interviewing Jiles, that Jiles was insane. The coroner said that Jiles was making various “inexplicable signs” with his hands when he was asked about his affiliation with the church during their “sweat-box talk.” Dr. Fisher also noted that Jiles could speak normally on all general topics, except when the coroner pried into the subject matter of “religion or lodges.” Jiles clammed up and remained silent during the rest of his interview.

“Lots of people belong to churches or orders,” said Fisher to Jiles. “There should be no reason why one should be averse to mentioning the name of the order or the church that one was connected with.”

Jiles continued making strange hand signs and signals and remained silent. According to the newspaper, when the coroner asked Jiles if he belonged to a Church, Order, or Lodge, he would not talk about it, he simply nodded his head. This further baffled the coroner for he did not know if this was an affirmative answer or just another gesticulation or sign that Jiles was making. While nothing directly linked Jiles to the crimes, he was still incarcerated because he was considered too dangerous to be loose.

Jiles’ cellmate, “Dr.” A.E. Anderson, was arrested on the east end of Clarence Street in Lake Charles the day after Jiles’ arrest. Anderson was held because of his suspicious travels to and from Lake Charles and Lafayette and from Lafayette to New Iberia.

Anderson was verified as a member of the Sacrifice Church, according to the news story. The “Sanctified Church” and the “Sacrifice Church” appear to be the same church, according to various newspaper reports across the country, depending on the source of the information. Whatever the church, Sanctified or Sacrifice, Anderson was a suspect in the heinous crimes of the Ax-Man murders.

It was said that Anderson was traveling to Southern Louisiana towns “preaching the strange doctrine.” Anderson was said to have been making a living as a full-time preacher of the Sacrifice Church,and he did not have the habit of making strange hand signs like Jiles. Anderson had recently returned to Lake Charles and was back in town for only a day when the Lake Charles authorities seized him. It is said that Anderson had quite a flock of devout followers.

That cold winter in Southwest Louisiana became hot with a religious fever surrounding the Ax-Man. God and the Devil were a common thread in the talk of the towns along the Southern-Pacific Railroad. The black community, and the white community, were living in dread of the Ax-Man.

Before the arrest of Jiles and Anderson, the February 26, 1912 edition of the Lake Charles Daily American Press had made note of a group of “colored ministers, teachers, doctors and business men of Lake Charles,” who had a meeting at St. Paul’s A.M.E. church on a Friday evening in Lake Charles to discuss the Ax-Man. These civic leaders had met in an effort to help authorities capture the havoc-wreaking fiend. The meetings were presided over by a Reverend Clarke, who, like many others, had spoken out publicly against the ax murders, condemning the crime and calling for justice to be done.

The news of the meeting was made public thanks to E.H. Hamilton writing for the Lake Charles Daily American Press. Hamilton addressed the murders and the Ax-Man directly:

Whereas we appreciate the efforts of our own officers and of those cities, where the crimes have been committed, to protect their colored citizens against these blood-thirsty demons and bring the perpetrators to justice, we therefore feel that there ought to be some demonstration on our part to assist them.

Whereas the ax-man has paralyzed the domestic, industrial, social and religious life among the negroes here and in those sections where his viciousness has been displayed, we therefore solicit funds from every race lover, peace preserver and law abiding colored citizen of Lake Charles to assist in arresting this maniac.”

Hamilton, and possibly others, referred to the Ax-Man as “blood-thirsty demons” and not as a singular “blood-thirsty demon.” Thus the idea of conspiracy, or more than one Ax-Man, was on the loose in Louisiana. Hamilton’s writing is also noteworthy for the effect that the Ax-Man and his bloody trail had on the local towns. The Ax-Man was now seen as a paralyzer of domestic, industrial, social and religious life wherever the Southern-Pacific Railroad ran in Louisiana.

Another religious element came into play in the El Paso Herald account of the crimes. Dickinson failed to mention the gory details to Utica readers and cited the reason as an ethical one: to spare readers such carnage and turning the victims’ blood into ink for his paper. The El Paso Herald, which also had a traveling journalist in the area in late February or early March of 1912, gave a more horrific account of what might have happened inside the Broussard home on the night of the murders.

Even Dickinson noted that all of the crimes had occurred in heavily populated black neighborhoods with cabins only 20 feet away from each other. Dickinson also theorized that the ax fiend (or fiends) must have taken time to cover each window, every crack and any keyhole in all doors, stating that, “the murderer wished no ray of light to escape from the cabin while he was at his foul work.” As in the Lafayette murders, Dickinson mused, the same went for the Broussard family in Lake Charles. He also was the only reporter to have noted that the Lake Charles crimes were significant and unique from the previous Lafayette, Crowley and Rayne murders with the discovery that the killer (or killers) used a bucket to catch the pouring blood of the Broussard family.

The El Paso Herald invoked, “This outbreak is regarded as the worst in the whole history of voodooism.” The Texas paper laid the blame at the feet of the enigmatic “Sacrifice Sect,” which was a church with alleged ties to voodoo in New Orleans. Again, the Sacrifice Sect and the Sanctified Sect would be synonymously reported as the one tied with New Orleans and some mysterious Council of God therein. Of these voodoo worshipers, the Herald claimed that, “the symbol of the cross is used by attended worshipers.” However, the paper reported that a cross was not on display for any Christian significance, but only to use the cross, its four points and its center. Thus, the number five symbolizes the cross, according to the El Paso Herald reporter. The Human 5 theory began as the details of ritual murder started to emerge from Louisiana.

The article conjured up a gruesome ceremony that may or may not have taken place in the Broussard home on the night of their murder. The sacrifice of human flesh was not a public spectacle to be witnessed at any church; the real blood feast would be saved for the homes and killing floors of the victims. The significance of the buckets of blood found under the beds of the Lake Charles victims was a clue of ritual magic or perhaps some voodoo ritual. The reporter believed that more than likely a snake had been brought into the Broussard’s home before or after the murders. The voodoo faithful would enact the strange worship of their “snake-god,” which originated in the continent of Africa, though the El Paso Herald noted that a ritual involved with the murders was “doubtful, but it seems probable that the order of ceremonies is not very dissimilar.”

The paper then inferred that prior to or following the Broussard murders, a snake in a cage or basket was brought into the room where the bodies lay, either sleeping or dead, and placed into a box. The priest of the voodoo sect would then mount the box allowing the serpent to wind and slither. The reptile would climb up the leg of the candidate or priest from the box. The serpent was said to “ascend through the bare feet in the body of the candidate.” Prior to the strange ritual, the snake would then be prodded with a stick while in its cage or basket. As the ritual wore on, the serpent was then prodded again in the same manner while entwined around the candidate or voodoo priest or priestess, giving unusual and strange contortions for the visual delight of rabid worshipers during the ritual. The priest, of course, was believed to have been receiving some divine power.
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“Following this ceremony, atrocious vows are made and the final compact without the voodoo is ratified, when worshippers drink blood from a vase,” said the author of the El Paso Herald. “After the blood drinking, the assembly is ready for the culminating orgies. Between dances, white rum, mixed with blood, is served is [sic] gourds to the frenzied dancing multitude and in a few moments pandemonium reigns. In their paroxysms they tear off clothing bite, scratch and mutilate. Drinking and dancing continue until the participants fall about the arena senseless from exhaustion.”

Could all of this ritual mayhem have transpired before or after the Broussard family was murdered in their home? It can be theorized that the Broussard family members were active participants in the ritual. If not, then it was as the newspapers said: the Broussard family were merely victims unaware of their doom while asleep in their beds.

The El Paso Herald cited that the Louisiana murders were akin to ritual murders such as the sacrifice called the “goat without horns”–which was now theorized to include not the sacrifice of chickens or goats but now men, women and children whose blood would be trapped within a bucket under their beds. The voodoo practitioners were thought to bathe in the goat’s blood while mixing white rum with blood, and that enchanted spells of dancing would happen amongst the carnage. The rarity of human sacrifice in the United States was compared to the cultures of Cuba, Haiti and Africa where the belief in voodoo was stronger. The El Paso Herald reader could then be led to believe that the serpent of voodoo was on the rise in Louisiana and that following the murders of whole families, blood orgies of blood-drinking fanatics ensued. The El Paso Herald also perpetuated the rumor that families of five were particularly targeted: the Human Five were hell-bent on murdering five victims at a time.
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Dickinson with the Utica Saturday Globe was not as sensational about the Ax-Man murders, stating that in all the cases not one next-door neighbor ever heard the sound of any murder, much less ritual murder taking place. Dickinson reported the mysterious name or signature on the wall of the Broussard home as “Pearl Osot” as opposed to what was originally reported as “Pearl Ort” or “Pearl Art.” With his writing, Dickinson also captured the mood of Lake Charles in the wake of the Ax-Man murders.

“Every cabin door and window is locked and barred and no family sleeps without a guard,” said Dickinson in his Saturday Globe story. “Every ax, every piece of iron, everything which might be used as an instrument of murder, is picked up and carried inside.”

Home life in North Lake Charles had changed overnight. The same had happened for families in Lafayette some 74 miles to the east of Lake Charles and in Crowley, which was closer at only 52 miles to the east.

The third significant factor about the Lake Charles murders, was that it was one of the first to occur after a number of arrests had been made, and a confession as well in Lafayette. A suspect had admitted to axing families to death. But while the Lafayette Parish Sheriff’s Office were certain that they had ensnared the Ax-Man, he seemed to have struck again while the suspects were confined behind iron bars. Clearly, the Ax-Man roamed free.

Dickinson included interviews and accounts of his meeting with the suspected killers while they were incarcerated, the only documented interview of a Reverend King Harrison, who had been arrested by the Jennings Chief of Police on the Friday before the Broussard murders in Lake Charles. Harrison was the head of the “Sacrifice Church,” located in Jennings, and considered to be a part of the “Sanctified Sect.” When asked about the denomination of the church following his arrest, Harrison replied, “It’s something on the order of the Council of God sect in New Orleans.” Harrison offered no further explanation. The faithful of the Jennings church had been slated to relocate an old church building in Lake Charles in hopes of establishing another location for the church. The new church building was in the same neighborhood where the Broussards met their murderous fate. The “Sanctified Sect” was also reported to have been in town, practicing some sort of traveling revival.

It would seem the “Sacrifice Church” was always in the background on the nights of the horrible murders of families. Broussard’s wife, Matilda, was even reported to have attended one such revival in Lake Charles. The process of relocating and refurbishing the “Sacrifice Church” building was halted following the Broussard murders. A second suspect arrested was a Reverend J.W. Wilkins, whom not much was reported on in the papers.

Dickinson wrote of his meeting with the two preachers, Harrison and Wilkins, who were in a large Lafayette city jail cell with two other unknowns. Dickinson chatted with these ministers of God that were being held on suspicion of murder and handed them cigars through the bars of the slammer. Dickinson lamented that he did not have enough cigars for everyone in the cell to which Reverend King Harrison replied, “That’s all right. We’ll pass ’em roun’ and each smoke a little by turns.”

Harrison’s gratitude and cheerful attitude while in lock-up apparently impressed Dickinson. Dickinson slipped him a 25-cent piece so that Harrison and Wilkins could afford their own cigarettes. The reporter from Utica said he would never forget their gratitude, even if he were to hear later that the two preachers had been hanged.

It is believed that Reverend King Harrison was eventually released without any further arrests. Harrison’s story would intersect the tale of another suspect, which would forever link him to the ghastly homicides.

A third person of interest met by Dickinson in the Lafayette Parish jail, just a few iron bars down from the preachers cell, was Clementine Barnabet, of St. Martinville, Louisiana. While some accounts reported her to be 18 years of age, others 20, the very young Barnabet was apparently intimidating in her size and demeanor. Dickinson even compared her to the World Heavyweight Champion wrestler of 1912, Frank Gotch.

As Dickinson paced down the hall to the next large holding cell his footsteps reverberating on the brick walls of the Lafayette city jail were accompanied by another sound, that of a strange hymn being hummed from within the next prison cage. Dickinson was struck by the appearance of Clementine Barnabet, as she sat on the floor on an outstretched blanket. Dickinson more than likely believed that he was staring into the black eyes of some abyss as he noted Clementine, who was adorned in what Dickinson would later refer to as a “rather peculiar” headdress. It was probably the same headdress that Clementine would be photographed wearing for newspaper photos and mug shots. The headdress was possibly a “tignon,” which had been the height of fashion for young Creole women in Louisiana. The tignon, or tiyon, was a type of head-scarf with West African roots and is often associated with practitioners of voodoo. Clementine’s demeanor possibly shook Dickinson as she appeared to be far too comfortable with her surroundings. Clementine sat smiling on the unfurled quilt on the jail cell floor, then “stood to greet me with a grin of delighted anticipation.”

It is the author’s opinion that Clementine must have frightened Dickinson, as he did not reveal any exchange or perceptions about the infamous Clemetine Barnabet. She must have held an air much eerier than the two preachers in the adjoining cell. Being a man of 1912, Dickinson probably did not wish to publish his fear, especially that of a mere woman, to his readers in Utica. Dickinson did not quote Clementine, nor did he mention slipping her any such coin or gifts through the jail cell bars as he did with the male suspects, the preachers of The Sacrifice Church.

Through, perhaps, Dickinson’s own anxiety, a golden opportunity was missed in delving into the mind of the suspected Clementine and even perhaps the mind of the Ax-Man. But her bone-chilling tale would be recorded for history by the Lafayette Parish court reporter for the Lafayette Advertiser.

Clementine Baranabet is considered to be the first confessed female serial killer in modern history. Clementine claimed to have slaughtered four innocent families in Crowley and Lafayette. Her detailed accounts of the murders and the crime scene were so convincing that seemingly the dreaded “Ax-Man” was now the “Ax-Woman.” Whether she committed these crimes or not, Clementine would feel the crush of history.

However, it should be noted that the crimes of the Ax-Man persisted even after Clementine’s arrest. One can only wonder if Clementine was just one of that “Human 5” gang that the Lake Charles papers had written about. As her story unfolded in court, it would appear that Clementine was not alone in her alleged grim deeds that pooled blood in Southwest Louisiana.
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Chapter Two

Crowley
January 26, 1911-January 19, 1912

And this is the case of the slayer, which shall flee thither, that he may live: Whoso killeth his neighbour ignorantly, whom he hated not in time past; As when a man goeth into the wood with his neighbour to hew wood, and his hand fetcheth a stroke with the axe to cut down the tree, and the head slippeth from the helve, and lighteth upon his neighbour, that he die; he shall flee unto one of those cities, and live.

– Deuteronomy 19: 4-5

The Crowley murders on January 19, 1912, were the first of the Ax-Man murders to occur following the arrest of Clementine Barnabet on the morning of November 27, 1911. While Clementine would confess to participating in a wholesale murder of a family in Crowley, the slaughter continued while she was behind bars. Another Crowley family was axed to death in the same manner as Clementine had confessed.

This author has always believed that the 1912 murders in Crowley and Lake Charles were part of an effort to exonerate Clementine. The author believes that the rest of The Human Five were out for blood to save one of their own, thus confusing authorities, who would have no choice but to possibly declare a mistrial in the case against Clementine as it appeared that the Ax-Man was still on the loose.

Mangled bodies at a crime scene in Crowley, Louisiana were discovered on Friday, January 19, 2012 before the Sunday night Lake Charles murders. It is believed that the Crowley murders in 1912 occurred on the night of January 18, 1912 before their grim discovery. However, it is a possibility that the Warner murders occurred in the early morning hours, much like the case of the Broussard slaughter in Lake Charles just two days later. The Crowley papers refer to the Lake Charles’ murder of the Broussard family as “identical” to the Crowley murder even down to the minute detail of the victim’s family home being discovered with the back door left open.

These murders could have been a warning to Lake Charles that the Ax-Man was headed west, leaving a bloody trail of viscera in his wake. Riding the trains, horror began to spring up along the Southern Pacific railroad. Paranoia ran with the trains as the townsfolk began to set their watches by the whispered rumors of voodoo and human sacrifice. The west side of town in Crowley was referred to as “Coontown,” by the newspaper of the day, the Daily Signal. Coontown appears to have been a ripe hunting ground for the Ax-Man on the night of January 18, 1912.

The Warner mother, Marie Warner, 30, and her three children Pearl, 9, Garry, 7, and Harriet, 5, never stood a chance against the Ax-Man. They were doomed to their fate in a two-room cabin, or “hut” as the newspaper described it. The ramshackle duplex was located in between Sixth Street and Seventh Street, just two blocks west of Western Avenue, which was an area in Crowley’s Coontown known as the “Promised Land,” according to the newspaper.
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Like the Broussard family in Lake Charles, all of the Warner family members were found dead with the bloody ax left behind in the family home. In this case, it appeared that the Ax-Man murdered in one room and then dragged the mortal remains to another room where the bodies were found face-down on one mattress. This shows that, while there were similarities to the Broussard murder, the details of the Crowley murder some forty-eight hours before were not truly identical as reported.

Marie Warner’s mother, Harriet Crane must have known that something was amiss when she went over to her daughter’s home, knocked on the front door and there was no answer. Perhaps it struck her as out of the ordinary or did she assume that her daughter and her three grandchildren had merely left for some unexpected outing. Mrs. Crane must have thought that the neighbor across the street, Dorsey Berdsong, would have known something. When Mrs. Berdsong knew nothing or offered nothing, a fellow by the name of Ben Robinson was asked to go check on the family of four.

What Robinson discovered must have raised the hairs on the back of his neck, as the family of four, consisting of a woman and children only, was found on blood soaked bedding. The four Warners were said to have been placed “across the bed” but face down in a curious manner, according to the Daily Signal.

Had Mr. Warner been home, it would have been another family of five that fell under the ax of the Ax-Man or The Human Five. The newsprint indicated that the husband, only known by the (possible) last name of Warner, had been separated from Mrs. Warner for about four years. It was believed that Mr. Warner was then residing in Beaumont, Texas, which was another town that would later fall under the fearful cloak of the Ax-Man.

It should also be noted that the newspaper referred to the Warner family murder as “another horrible crime” to be discovered within the Coontown section of Crowley. The first such horrifying discovery would involve Clementine Barnabet, who at the time of the Warner murders discovery, was already locked up and set for further trial in a Lafayette courthouse, just 28 miles to the east.

On January 22, 1912, the day that the Broussard family murders had been splashed across the front page of the Lake Charles American Press, the Crowley paper also carried the story from Lake Charles. However, the Crowley paper reported more arrests than just the preachers or ministers of God in Jennings, Louisiana, which was a small city in-between Lake Charles and Crowley. After the Warner family murder, the Daily Signal reported that there had been two arrests made in connection with the ax-murders of Marie Warner and her three children: Joseph Wilkins, a black Baptist preacher man, and Eliza Richards, a black woman.

According to historian Robert C. Benoit, Eliza Richards was arrested in Crowley by Sheriff Louis Fontenot of Acadia Parish. Richards refused to discuss the case, and said that she “knew nothing.” Richards would be released three weeks later, back into the custody of Sheriff Fontenot and return to Crowley unscathed.

The “Baptist preacher” Wilkins was already mentioned in Chapter One as he had shared a cell with Reverend King Harrison. The two men smoked a cigar with the reporter and editor of the Utica newspaper. It should also be noted that Wilkins was considered to be affiliated with the “Sacrifice Church,” which could then link him to the “Sanctified Sect” of that church. The church always seemed to be brought up in connection with the story of the Ax-Man in the various news reports and arrests. At the same time that the Crowley and Lake Charles newspapers ran their story that Monday, both Harrison and Wilkins were arrested. Wilkins was detained in Crowley and “King” Harrison was picked up in Jennings. Both, of course, were members of the same church with Harrison being considered the “leader of a band of fanatic Negroes.” Harrison had been in Lafayette when a family of six was murdered in the same Ax-Man fashion.

The jailing of Wilkins and Richards came at a time when the section of West Crowley was becoming a veritable powder keg of fear. Sheriff deputies and police officers who had made the arrests of Wilkins and Richards, now found themselves attempting to protect the suspects from an angry mob of citizens who wanted to see justice for the murders of Marie Warner and her three children. Among much excitement and resentment, Wilkins and Richards were transported to a holding cell in Lake Charles for safekeeping until further investigations could be made and a trial be held.

The newspaper headlines that wintery day of January 22nd shouted that the inhabitants of West Crowley were in a “state of terror” and did not dare to sleep at night. The paper reported that a total of twenty-six victims had been slain within the past year. If anyone was keeping score, it was twenty-six for the Ax-Man and zero for law enforcement, who, literally, were clueless at the time. The arrests of the day seem to have hardly satisfied the public’s need for justice. Wilkins, who had for a few years been a preacher at St. Joseph’s Baptist Church in Crowley, and Richards, both hailed from Arnaudville, Louisiana. They were soon released by authorities as there was little evidence against them. However, when the arrests had first been made public, the arresting agencies noted that there was “strong evidence” to suggest that this man and woman had something to do with the awful butcheries in Crowley.

“In every Negro house in Crowley, lights are kept burning all night and adult family members remain awake during the night,” said the Daily Signal in a January 22, 1912 article.

In the same edition of the Daily Signal, a reporter claimed that the first of these ax-murders had happened in Rayne, Louisiana just “a few months ago.” Rayne, which was a small town to the east, between Crowley and Lafayette, was considered to be the place where the murders began. Of course, Rayne was along the Southern-Pacific Railroad corridor much like the other towns where the ax murders had occurred. The Daily Signal laid out a time-line of the Ax-Man’s trail of terror.

“The first of these killings occurred in Rayne a few months ago, when a mother and her four children were killed in their beds, each having been brained with an ax in their sleep. There was no clue to the assassin. Next came a killing at Lafayette when four persons were slaughtered under similar circumstances. Then a father and mother and one child were killed at Crowley, the details of the crime being similar to the first two. Then a family of five were brained in their beds with an ax in Lafayette. A negro and a negress have been arrested for this crime and the negro has been convicted, while the evidence against the negress is strong.”

The “negress” whom the paper referred to was none other than Clementine Barnabet. The negro male in question was her father, Raymond Barnabet. Clementine and her father’s connection to the grisly murder spree will be explored in the following chapter on the Lafayette murders.

It is thought by the author that newspaper reporters got it wrong in their initial assessment of the time line, with one Lafayette murder allegedly happening before the first Crowley killing. The Crowley killing of the Byers family is thought to have occurred before the Lafayette murders on January 24, 1911, according to the Lake Charles American Press of January 28, 1911. The Tuesday night ax-murdering of the Byers family in West Crowley resulted in an odor and stench of rotting corpses emanating from the Byers home. This led authorities to investigate it days later on Friday. Once the heinous discovery was finally made, the newspaper reported that the grisly crime scene was located in a “thickly populated” neighborhood.

Both current researchers and some news reporters of 1911 believe that both the first Crowley and Lafayette killings, which claimed the lives of four members of the Andrus family, occurred within “a few days” of one another, according to the Daily Signal of Saturday, September 2, 1911. And the Daily Signal of Saturday, February 25, 1911, reports that the first Lafayette murder occurred on Friday night, February 24, and said that the crimes were “similar to the ones committed here (Crowley) a few weeks ago.”

As Rayne and Crowley are both part of Acadia Parish, this meant that as with the Warner case, Sheriff Fontenot had now seen a third such crime scene in his parish. The first of these repugnant crimes came in Rayne only a couple of months before the Warner murders, when Sheriff Fontenot was called out for a similar case, the second Ax-Man murder in Crowley.

So, some two months before the Warner case, the first of the ax-murders in Crowley had left Sheriff Fontenot “noticeably upset and alarmed by what he saw,” according to historian Benoit. An ax-murderer had claimed the lives of the Byers family. The Byers family consisted of a husband, wife and one small child. The Byers lived in the same West Crowley section of town where Marie Warner lived. Sheriff Fontenot had a full-fledged crime wave of homicide on his hands, prompting a huge public safety concern of alarming proportions in Acadia Parish.

The Byers family crime scene in 1911 was typical of the Ax-Man’s handiwork. The murder weapon found at the crime scene was a pole-ax. The murder was a “mishmash of blood, brains and bodies smeared across bed and floor,” according to the notes of historian Benoit. Blood spatter was heavily visible on the Byers’ bed headboard and on the walls. It was believed Mr. Byers, Mrs. Byers and their young son were killed “within seconds” of one another … never rousing from sleep.

Sheriff Fontenot reasoned that these crimes were connected. He was partially correct, but his theory proved wrong. Sheriff Fontenot sought to prove a theory of a “love triangle” between the murdered Byers, Warner and an unidentified family, which is believed to be the Wexford family of Rayne. The sheriff was hoping to find the estranged Mr. Warner, who was the husband of Marie Warner, and now believed to be residing in Beaumont, Texas. Fontenot surely hoped that he had a good suspect in Mr. Warner; however, his theory failed when Texas authorities said Mr. Warner was deceased. But it seemed that the crimes of homicide against the Byers, the Warners and the Wexfords of Acadia Parish were, in fact, connected by the grim specter of the Ax-Man.

In regards to the Crowley investigation, it was later learned that the investigation into the first ax-murdered family in Coontown, the Byers family, saw the arrest of an unnamed individual who was reportedly set free due to lack of evidence. In the then six unsolved cases of the Ax-Man murderer, most of the victims were women and children, with only two men killed in the bloodbath.

While much of the population became panic-stricken with fear, the newspaper tried to lay the blame on religion. With what little details were unearthed by the paper, the reporters of the Daily Signal seemed confident enough to put in print that there was something of a dark, spiritual nature at work within these crimes.

“Many believe that religious mania is responsible for the killings, some features of the crime indicating something of that character.”

“Negro servants in Crowley are in a panic and few of them dare be found on the streets after dark. The more superstitious believe that some supernatural agency is at work. Few adults among them sleep at night.”

While the paper did not go into any details, it was nearly the same conclusion that Sheriff Reid in Lake Charles had come up with: some “religious fanatic” was on the loose. What had been found at the scene that was not being reported? Obviously there was some detail or details found at the crime scene that were leading law enforcement officials to apprehend and arrest preachers and ministers. Did the newspapers seek to not perpetuate the mania and fear because they knew that matters of the spiritual realm were a common denominator amongst the people for solace in dark times? Was the Ax-Man a religious fanatic, a cold-blooded psychopath or both?

Curious facts would emerge from the Crowley murders. The Daily Signal pointed out that at no point did the killer, or killers, ever attempt to conceal their gruesome crimes by setting fire to the homes of the victims. The fire could act as a cover for the ax-wielding maniac, who then later might read about the tragic loss of a family in a house fire. In the case of the “first Crowley killing,” which happened some time after the last Lafayette murders in November of 1911, it was reported that the killer, or killers, had attempted to “wash bloodstains from the floor,” but did not disturb the bodies of the victims, the Byers family. In the case of the Warner murders evidence showed that the murderer was moving bodies, stacking them face down together in a bed. In no case was there ever any real indication of a struggle or the victims having any forewarning of their doom. Again, the back door had been found open, and much like the Broussard family in Lake Charles, investigators noted there was evidence of heavy foot traffic near the back door. It seemed that the authorities thought that more than one person may have been involved in nearly every case of the Ax-Man murders.

Typically, a number of witness, or family members, would arrive on the scene before law enforcement, leaving hand and foot prints at the crime scene. Thus loved ones and gawkers may have inadvertently compromised multiple crime scenes. However, more details of the case would be revealed that seemed to center around Clementine Barnabet. In the following chapter, we will investigate how the Lafayette and Crowley murders were closely connected.
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Another significant result of the murder of the Warner family came in the form of the first public reward offered for the capture and arrest of the Ax-Man. The notable thirty-fifth Governor of Louisiana, Jared Young Sanders, wired the Acadia Parish District Attorney in Crowley. Governor Sanders, who was up for re-election in 1912, stated that he had authorized a reward of $500. The newspaper reported the reward was being offered for “the arrest and conviction of the parties guilty of the murder of the Warner family in Crowley last Thursday night.”

It was reported on January 22, 1912 after the Broussard family butchery in Lake Charles that law enforcement of three parishes had begun to work full-time, and in co-operation with one another, to handle the investigation of the Ax-Man murders. News had been spreading throughout the state that even the governor of Louisiana had become aware of the Ax-Man’s murderous rampage. As an anxious newspaper readership awaited the details of the capture of the fiendish Ax-Man, there would come more details that would shock and appall the public. The first wave of shock began as readers were reading about a “capture” of the mysterious Ax-Man.

The alarming news came out of the courtroom case of Clementine Barnabet. Even more shocking was the confession from Clementine that she was indeed the dreaded ax-fiend, but then the crimes would continue … in Texas and beyond.

While researchers like Robert C. Benoit have provided an outline of interviews and archives over the years, the date for the murder of the Byers family in Crowley has never been verified. Nor have the accounts of the Rayne murders, except after the advent of the Ax-Man’s arrival in the larger city of Crowley. Only by newspaper articles, of which there were very few when the crimes first started, was there any real inkling of a time line of these gruesome events of 1911. It is very possible that the newspapers of 1911 and 1912 may not have reported on every crime, especially if it originated from within the black community. What is known is that there were two Ax-Man murders in Crowley within a year. Some of the confusion may be laid at the feet of those early reporters, who confused a Crowley murder that had occurred within days of a Lafayette massacre. While references have been made to the Byers killing in the Crowley paper and other newspapers across the country, there are no verified or documented reports carried initially by the Daily Signal on the said Byers murders. The Daily Signal appears not to have covered the Byers carnage until the Ax-Man became a real epidemic within Acadia Parish. It is only then, in follow-up stories, where they refer back to the Byers butchering, and then, only in reference to the first and second Lafayette murders.
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What was it that Sheriff Fontenot viewed at the crime scene of the Byers family horror that moved him to become “noticeably upset and alarmed by what he saw”? Whatever it was, it has never been publicly revealed. Whether Fontenot even spoke of it at all is unknown. It would be the words of Clementine Barnabet that offered the public the lurid details of the Byers family murders.
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Chapter Three

Lafayette
February 24, 1911-November 27, 1911

And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

– Matthew 3:10

… you are lost and gone forever, dreadful sorry, Clementine.

– traditional folk song

Before the slaughters in Lake Charles and Crowley, the Norbert Randall family murder had been considered to be one of the most cold-blooded murders ever committed in the history of Southwest Louisiana. Perhaps it was the most horrific of the Ax-Man crimes in Louisiana, rivaling the Broussard family murder of five victims in Lake Charles. In numbers alone, the Lafayette murder scene surpassed the others, as it saw six slain family members at one house; a husband and wife and four small children, ranging in age from three to seven years-old. One child was a visiting niece, only two and a half years-old. The newspaper said that all who were unfortunate enough to be in the house on that fateful night “had their brains knocked out with an ax.” At the time of the newspaper reports, there was a rumor circulating that the Randall family had recently attended a Sacrifice Church service near their home in Lafayette.

Even more terrible was the way the discovery of the Randall family crime scene was made. There was indeed a fourth Randall child, the eldest, a nine-year old, who returned home on the rainy morning of Monday, November 27, 1911. She had been away for the night, spending the night at a friend’s house. The sight that she beheld was frightening, her entire family weltering in their own blood. Blood splatter on the inside of the windows made a stark contrast to the rain drops on the outside of the panes of glass as the young girl reeled from her shock. The girl fled her home in panic, her screams acting as an alarm for the authorities.

Officers in Lafayette were soon at work on the case of these morbid murders. Shortly, law enforcement made an arrest. It was reported just before noon that Clementine Barnabet had been arrested. Details of her arrest yielded clues such as the bloody clothes that Clementine had worn during the murderous act.

The Lafayette Advertiser and the Daily Signal, of Crowley, both rehashed the story of Clementine Barnabet’s father Raymond, who had been on trial in the spring of 2011 for another such Ax-Man murder. Clementine testified against her father in 2011 stating that Raymond had confided in her and her brother after returning home one night, covered in blood. Clementine testified that when her father came home in such a state, he asked his children to conceal the bloody evidence. So, the 20 year-old Clementine had seen her father convicted just two months prior, largely due to her testimony against him. Subsequently, the newspaper reports began to indicate that certainly Clementine knew more about the ax-murders in the spring of 2011 than was originally believed.

Shortly after Sheriff Fontenot of Acadia Parish was dealing with the murders of the Wexford family in Rayne and the Byers family in Crowley, the first of the Ax-Man’s presence in Lafayette was felt.

On a night in February 1911, the Ax-Man struck, butchering four young members of a Lafayette family during the night or early morning hours.

Word of the carnage spread throughout the all-black district, the poorest part of the community, and finally reached Lafayette Parish Sheriff Louis Lacoste shortly after 7 a.m. on Saturday morning. Lacoste summoned several of his deputies on the morning of February 25, 1911. He and his men swaggered across the neighborhood to the murdered family’s small home just beyond where the railroad tracks would cross Vermillion Street. When Lacoste arrived, he found that the Deputy Coroner, Dr. L.O. Clark, had already arrived at the family’s home along with several other sheriff’s deputies. The doctor began to show Sheriff Lacoste around the home of the savagely murdered Alexander Andrus, his wife Mimi, their three year-old son Joachim and their 11 month-old baby daughter Agnes.
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“The rooms, beds and floors were a bloody mess,” said historian Robert C. Benoit in his writings of this particular crime scene in Lafayette. “But they were merely projected artistic background for what some diabolical mind must have dreamed up as his masterpiece. How could this be anything but the work of a depraved lunatic?”

Lacoste witnessed a spectacle of gore that assuredly haunted him for the rest of his days. The Ax-Man had made some “adjustments” to his victims corpses after all of the bloodletting and brain spattering. On the floor beside the Andrus’ one bed, the Ax-Man had arranged the bodies of Alexander and Mimi Andrus in a position of kneeling at the bedside, as if praying over the dead bodies of their toddler son and baby girl, Agnes, with the dead mother’s hand resting upon her murdered husband’s shoulder.

Did Sheriff Reid in Calcasieu Parish and Sheriff Fontenot in Acadia Parish witness similar crime scenes in Lake Charles, Crowley and Rayne? If so, had such lurid, crime-scene details led to the sheriffs’ deduction that there was some “religious fanatic” at work?

As details emerged, the people of Lafayette began to murmur about the fate of Alexander Andrus and his young family. It had been Mimi Andrus’ brother, Lezime Felix, who discovered the result of the Ax-Man’s first bloodletting in Lafayette. Alexander Andrus was considered by many of his community in 1911 to be a “hard working” man, who was well respected in the community. The last time anyone recalled seeing the family alive had been Tuesday night.

Lacoste ruled out robbery as the motive for the killings as the Andrus family was extremely poor, owning only one bed and nothing appeared to have been missing or stolen according to witnesses. Upon hearing details of the ax-murdered families in Acadia Parish, Lacoste made a new discovery: the calling card pole-ax of the Ax-Man was not found at the crime scene. Lacoste relied heavily on his Deputy Coroner Clark, who told the sheriff that the bodies of the Andrus family remained slightly warm when he and the deputies arrived on the very cold February morning. Lacoste then deduced that the murder must have taken place after midnight and in the early hours of Sunday morning. Based on his report of the scene, and what he had witnessed, Lacoste assumed that shortly after midnight an unknown person, or persons, entered the house by way of the unlocked kitchen door and used an ax to brain the parents and the little boy as they slept in their family bed. After that, Lacoste determined that the 11 month-old baby was slaughtered last as it lay in it’s nearby cradle. It was then that Lacoste assumed that this person, or persons, arranged the bodies in their premeditated, prayerful poses bedside before exiting through the back, kitchen door.

According to historian Benoit, weeks after the Andrus murder the Sheriff still had made no arrest or had any real clues in the case. Then came several Lafayette citizens informing Sheriff Lacoste that a Texas newspaper was reporting on a San Antonio family murdered in their sleep.

As Lacoste read the articles from the Texas newspapers, he found that the San Antonio slaying was indeed very similar to the crime scenes discovered in Lafayette and Rayne. The Texas articles said that a family of five of a “nearly white” Negro family by the name of Casaway had been found slaughtered in their home in San Antonio on Thursday, February 23, 1911. All members of the family in Texas had been taken out in the Ax-Man’s trademark fashion, ax-blows to the head while sleeping.

In the San Antonio case, however, their was no ghastly posing of the bodies. This time, the Ax-Man had placed all of the family members in one bed in descending family order. The Ax-Man for some reason arranged the Casaway family, from biggest to smallest, with the father on one end of the bed and the youngest child or baby on the far end. The newspaper said that for some reason the killer then covered them up with their blankets as if to send them off to sleep. As Lacoste read the news, he must have been mortified because the killer that he thought he was looking for had been at large in San Antonio and killed again. Lacoste believed that the crimes were connected. He struggled with the logistics of a killer on the move and the motive. He was said to have been perplexed at how and why these crimes were connected with one another. Lacoste must have wondered how the killer had managed to travel more than 450 miles to San Antonio in such a short period of time.

While there were some discrepancies in Benoit’s time line with days of the week not corresponding to dates in his collected research, one thing is clear. There is a contentious connection between the Lafayette murders of the Andrus family and the San Antonio murders of the Casaway family. It has been shown that either the Casaway murders occurred on the Thursday, February 23, 1911 as they were reported by the Texas newspapers and then the Lafayette Andrus family murders happened on Friday night, February 24, 1911. But according to Benoit’s research the date of the Andrus family murder was on February 22, and he refers to Saturday night which was February 25, 1911 while stating that the Casaway family was murdered in San Antonio on a Monday, February 23. Monday is the incorrect day of the week as February 23, 1911 was a Thursday.

What is clear in his notes is that the news of these two murders, in two different cities hundreds of miles apart, were reported within two days of one another regardless of the exact days or dates. This author believes that the Casaway murders in San Antonio occurred first, on Thursday night, and then the Ax-Man covered hundreds of miles by rail to Lafayette to kill the Andrus family on the following night. It is believed that Lacoste caught wind of the story a few weeks after, when locals brought him a copy of the February 23, 1911 edition of a San Antonio newspaper. This was the first clue that the Ax-Man traveled by rail and crossed state lines to carry out his butchery. Was it possible, Lacoste must have asked himself, that the killer could have traveled such a great distance in a 24-hour span?

As Lacoste convinced himself that these crimes occurred within 24 hours of each other, he sent a telegram to the chief of police in San Antonio, seeking details from the crime scene of the terrible murders. Lacoste asked for the particulars and also began to share his collected information about the crime in Lafayette. Lafayette and San Antonio law enforcement began to pool together information along with some details from the Crowley and Rayne Ax-Man murders. Perhaps Lacoste was the first law enforcement investigator to theorize that the Ax-Man could be traveling by train, which was a theory that would soon be held by Louisiana and Texas lawmen of the day.

After contacting the Texas authorities, Lacoste must have thought that he had caught a break in the case. His Lafayette Parish deputies had tracked down an escaped lunatic by the name Gaeron Godfry at the home of his mother in Maurice, Louisiana. Gaeron had a mean look about him and a bad reputation for violent flare-ups. Though he looked like an ax-murder to Lacoste’s deputies, Gaeron had an alibi and numerous witness accounts. He was a memorable character. But Lacoste and his men still had a duty to return Gaeron to the Louisiana state asylum in Pineville. If Lacoste doubted the witnesses and suspected Gaeron, his mind would change after it became clear that even with Gaeron locked up in the state asylum in Pineville, the Ax-Man was still roaming free and murdering in Lafayette Parish later that year in November.

The cold month of February 1911 became even colder for Lacoste and the case of the slaughtered, innocent Andrus family. The only clue that Sheriff Lacoste really had was a San Antonio newspaper article about a similar crime.

After six months, Lacoste had yet to make an arrest in the case. Something had to give. Sheriff Lacoste became immersed in the Ax-Man case.

Enter Raymond Barnabet, a black man with a reputation for being a drunk and a generally worthless human being, according to Benoit’s research. Raymond, who was the father of then-19 year-old Clementine Barnabet, was living with a woman known only to researchers as “Diana.” Raymond and Diana had a falling out, some sort of domestic dispute at a sharecropper cabin on a cotton plantation between Crowley and Rayne. Allegedly, Diana then moved in with a friend to whom she moaned about many a tale about the awful Raymond Barnabet. Diana had even said that Raymond told her some frightening things about the ax-murders. Whatever Raymond told Diana, it caused her to believe that Raymond was the ax-murderer. A friend of Diana then passed this information on to the proper authorities, and Sheriff Lacoste and his boys went out to arrest Raymond while he was at work, picking cotton in the fields.

Lacoste knew that he had no other warm leads in the case of the ax murders. So, he began to intently grill Raymond about the murders. The questioning proved fruitless for the sheriff as Raymond insisted that he was not the murderer and knew nothing about the case. According to Benoit’s research, Sheriff Lacoste then interrogated Diana about details of the ax murder case and asked her what had she told her friend about Raymond’s involvement. She allegedly spoke a great deal about Raymond, but declined to implicate him directly when questioned by the sheriff. Diana then claimed that her friend mistook what she had told her, and that Raymond had been drunk at the time he rambled on about the ax murders. Diana defended Raymond by suggesting that he didn’t even know what he was saying in his inebriated state.

Lacoste, losing patience with the questionable interview, then set out to question the estranged wife, daughter and son of Raymond Barnabet. The three family members, Mrs. Barnabet, Clementine Barnabet and Zepherin Barnabet, had no anxiety about implicating Raymond as the Ax-Man. For a period of two days, Lacoste had various interview sessions with all three of Raymond’s estranged family members.

By the second day, Lacoste determined the trio had confirmed the initial stories about Raymond, who allegedly had said “very definitely” that he was the slayer of the Andrus family in Lafayette. Raymond’s family members even provided the sheriff with details that showed Raymond was the killer. However, the family members claimed that all they knew was what Raymond had told to them. They maintained that they knew nothing else.

As their stories seemed to line up, one thing troubled Lacoste. He asked the trio of Barnabets what was their motive for turning on their old man. The Barnabet threesome had nearly the same answers: while they did resent Raymond for abandoning them, their only motivation was to spare other innocents from the atrocity that was visited upon the Andrus family. As Lacoste took this answer in, he must have eyed each of the Barnabets with a squinted eye of suspicion. While their stories, demeanor, sincerity and knowledge of the crime scene came together as a wonderfully wrapped package for the sheriff who had toiled for six months on the case, Lacoste must have wondered if this family’s tale was one to be believed. All family members claimed to have no knowledge of any other crimes, or the Ax-Man murder scenes, in nearby Rayne and Crowley.

The sheriff had to establish Raymond’s motive for murdering Alexander Andrus, of Lafayette, and his entire family. Mrs. Barnabet, Clementine Barnabet and Zepherin Barnabet all told the sheriff that Raymond had an on-going feud with Alexander Andrus, and that Raymond considered Andrus to be his enemy. The family suggested that Raymond, over petty jealousy, axed the man, his wife and children in their sleep one night. Paired with Raymond’s strange and drunken antics, the testimony of the Barnabets proved to be all that Lacoste needed to hear in regard to the case.

Near the end of his second day of questioning the Barnabet trio, Sheriff Lacoste decided to take a stroll over to Lafayette Parish District Attorney John J. Robira’s office. Lacoste asked the D.A. how strong the state’s case would be against Raymond Barnabet if it were based solely on the three confessions of the man’s estranged family members. Robira entertained the idea. Sheriff Lacoste had raised D.A. Robira’s interest in pinning the foul case of the Ax-Man on one man thus bringing the murderous scourge of Louisiana to justice. Robira, according to Benoit’s research, said that if the state could show probability of motive and opportunity and the confession to several credible witnesses of good community standing who would, indeed, testify in court, then, yes, he thought the chances of landing a conviction were great.

While the news of the San Antonio murders must have haunted Sheriff Lacoste, he was six months away from giving it much thought. It was unknown if Lacoste even disclosed to D.A. Robira the details of the the Ax-Man’s slaughter in San Antonio, and Lacoste’s theory of a killer riding the rails.

The next day, District Attorney Robira, himself, interviewed the three Barnabets. The D.A. found their credibility and statements very convincing. Robira then told those around him that all three of Raymond Barnabet’s family members had agreed to testify against him. Robira was very encouraged with the prospect of putting the 19 year-old Clementine Barnabet on the witness stand before a jury.

With that, Sheriff Lacoste filed four first-degree murder charges against Raymond Barnabet. Robira, of course, accepted the charges. As District Attorney, he began to prepare to present the case before a grand jury. Lacoste had Raymond Barnabet in custody, and worried that Raymond might wag his tongue in jail and get himself killed, or somehow compromise the state’s case against Raymond, Lacoste asked Sheriff Fontenot in Acadia Parish to temporarily house Raymond Barnabet until his trial in Lafayette.

On the day that Raymond was brought to the Acadia Parish Jail, the Daily Signal ran a story on the the reported murderer of the Andrus family. The Crowley newspaper said that Raymond Barnabet and Alexander Andrus had once worked together at the Southern Pacific coal chutes, and some disagreement between the men led to the unholy bloodletting in Lafayette.

The trial of Raymond Barnabet was heavily attended by both blacks and whites. The crowd that gathered to attend possibly wanted to see if Raymond’s court-appointed attorney, a man by the name of George P. Lessley, could pull a rabbit out of his judicial hat and spare his client the hangman’s noose. Barnabet, who appeared unkempt and disinterested in the proceedings, presented a great challenge for public defender Lessley.

Appearance may have been all that was needed for the all-white jury when it came to Raymond Barnabet. He was an unsavory character to begin with. While Raymond presented his challenges to his attorney, the District Attorney presented witnesses: Dr. L.O. Clark, the deputy coroner of the parish, and Clementine Barnabet, the defendant’s daughter, turned-state’s witness against Raymond.

Both of Robira’s star witnesses unleashed powerful performances before the jury. Dr. Clark gave jaw-dropping accounts of the hideous crime scene. Details of the doctor’s assessment had spectators in the courtroom gasping in shock and hypnotic fascination. Some of the women wiped their eyes as the doctor recalled the infant-victim, Agnes, and the condition of her head and face. The men in the court room swallowed hard trying to stomach the devilish gore that unfolded in the witness testimony. Then Clementine took the stand and finished off her father to the delight of every man and woman in the Lafayette courtroom.

It began to look ominous for Raymond Barnabet as his daughter held nothing back. Clementine’s testimony was graphic and compelling, perhaps even more than the doctor’s, twice backed-up and verified for the jurors by her brother, Zepherin, and her mother; it soon became clear to everyone in the courtroom that Raymond Barnabet was on the verge of the gallows.

Sheriff Lacoste would have his murderer brought to justice. As far as the sheriff was concerned, the Ax-Man would hang in Lafayette.

With no surprise ending, the jury returned guilty verdicts against Raymond Barnabet. “Guilty on all counts,” rang the pronouncement as the judge banged his gavel, calling for a short recess before the sentencing. After the return from recess, the public defender, Lessley, threw the judge and district attorney a curve ball by asking that his client, Raymond Barnabet, be granted a new trial. Lessley stated that his client had not been able to testify on his own behalf because he was drunk.

Lesssley bought Raymond some time when he told the judge that he had only just realized that his client had come to court under the influence of alcohol. This, Lessley claimed, was the reason he did not call his client to the witness stand at the last minute. The judge became furious, lashing out at the bailiff, the jailer and the sheriff. When the judge received no satisfaction, he said that he would take Lessley’s motion into consideration, postponing his decision until the next morning. The following day the judge stated that Raymond Barnabet would be granted a new trial in the next term of court. The current term of the court was over, and so was the trial of the Ax-Man … for now.

All of this courtroom drama soon passed. With it, too, passed the summer into the autumn months. With the autumn air came a little girl one morning, returning home to greet her parents on a fateful Monday, all while Raymond Barnabet was sitting behind bars, convicted as the result of his new trial. The killing of the Norbert Randall family signaled the return of the Ax-Man in Lafayette.

The details of the crimes were similiar. The confession by Clementine Barnabet to the Norbert Randall family ax-murders in Lafayette would be something for the criminal annals of Louisiana history.

The sextuple murder in Lafayette sang out on the front page of the Lafayette Advertiser, Monday, November 27, 1911. The initial reports of the crime seemed to mark a change in the way that the Ax-Man performed his gruesome business. Apparently, Norbert Randall, the senior member and father of the household, had been shot through the head with a pistol, and then was axed in the brain.

The rest of the five in the house, the wife and children, were “all murdered with the same ax, each head being beaten into a jelly.” The November article recalled Raymond Barnabet, who was tried and convicted for that murder. This time, however, Clemetine Barnabet was the one being charged: in the Randall family murders.

Sheriff Lacoste snatched Clementine into custody around noon on Monday, November 27, 1911. Lacoste commented to the newspaper reporters:

“(I have) sufficient evidence to convict her,” said Lacoste. “ (But I am) satisfied that the fiendish acts were not committed by one person alone and (I am) now on the trail of her alleged accomplices.”

The sheriff’s evidence on Clementine came in the form of bloody clothes found in her backyard. The blood-soaked clothes were identified by a white lady named “Mrs. James Guidry,” or “Mrs. ‘Jim’ Guidry,” of Lafayette. According to the news reports, Mrs. Guidry was an employer of Clemetine Barnabet. It was Mrs. Guidry who identified the clothes as being garments that she had given to Clementine. In another curious turn, the news also indicated that Norbert Randall and Alexander Andrus were brothers-in-law.

Clementine at first denied her guilt, but eventually made a confession that no one would forget.
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While Clementine was being held, the murders picked up again in 1912 with the murder of Marie Warner’s family in Crowley on January 19, 1912 and again with the murder of Felix Broussard and his family in Lake Charles on January 22, 1912.

By April of 1912, the world would have more confessions from Clementine, who was now being re-branded as “the Ax-Woman.” She maintained that she was not alone in her bloody work, which she now called her “midnight assassinations” numbering 17 in total. However, by the time Clementine had confessed, 18 more murders went down in Louisiana and into Texas.

With no apparent remorse for her crimes, Clementine claimed to have killed four members of the Randall family in Lafayette, four members of the Andrus family, five in Rayne and four at Crowley. By the numbers alone, one thing was clear: Clementine was not working alone.

Refusing to offer up any names of her accomplices, Clementine did state that the “ax gang” consisted of two black males and two other black females including herself. Could this have been the total membership of the “Human Five”?

As the murders had begun in Rayne, Louisiana, Clementine said that the five members of her gang drew lots to see which of the Human 5 would murder the Wexford family, and the shortest straw fell to her. She then disguised herself as a man, secured an ax, entered the darkened house at night and brained the mother and four children.

When it came time for the Human 5 to venture to Crowley to find the Byers family, Clementine said that she murdered the family with the assistance of two other women in her “ax gang.” Clementine may have begun to distinguish herself as a leader within the gang, instructing these other women in how to properly brain an entire family to death by ax. Clemetine maintained that the other two women stood by and merely watched her kill the mother and father both in the same bed.

“It was an easy matter to get rid of the two small children,” said Clementine in the April 2, 1912 edition of an Associated Press story out of Lafayette. “We thought it was better to kill them than to leave them as orphans as they would suffer.”

The eerily-posed remains of the Andrus family in Lafayette were recalled by Clementine in the same newspaper story.

“We took the man and woman, placed them in a kneeling position beside the bed and left the house,” said Clementine. “I was one of the first to aid the relatives the next day and helped prepare the bodies for burial. These families were not selected particularly. We started out not know who the victims would be (sic).”

According to her own account, on the night of November 26, 1911, Clementine found herself in Lafayette at the home of Mrs. Guidry, who had employed Clementine as a live-in servant or maid. Mrs. Guidry’s home was about one block away from the Norbert Randall home. Clementine said that she left her bedroom shortly before midnight to meet up with a woman by the name of Irene, who many investigators of 1912 believed to be a mythical person.

After killing Norbert Randall and his family, Clementine came in contact with Reverend King Harrison, of Jennings and the Sacrifice Church. Harrison was in town holding one of his infamous revival meetings that seemed to follow the Ax-Man murders from town to town. Clementine said she warned Reverend Harrison, who was arrested and later discharged after the Marie Warner crimes, to stay away from the house of Norbert Randall as it was the home of man who had just been killed. Rev. Harrison would confirm this portion of Clementine’s story when he was brought in for questioning.

Clementine had gained entrance into the Norbert Randall cabin through the kitchen door at the rear of the house and found the family asleep in the dark. Clementine, or one her gang members, claimed the use of an arc lamp, which illuminated the family in their dreaming slumber. Clementine had also secured the keyholes on the front and back doors of the cabin by stuffing the keyholes with rags, as noted at the crime scenes by detectives. This was done to allow no light to escape the home.
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As the arc light hummed, Clementine paced liked creeping death towards the sleeping family, which were all now in her view. Clementine approached the bed ever so quietly where Norbert Randall and his wife lay with their baby girl beside them. With a swift and terrible swing of the ax, Clementine slew both the man and wife within seconds of one another, then laid to waste the baby and the three other children in the house. During her confession, Clementine claimed that one of the children tried to escape after being roused from sleep. The child actually got out of bed and took one or two steps before Clementine’s ax took it’s life.

After her gruesome work was done, Clementine returned to her bedroom at Mrs. Guidry’s home. Her clothes, spattered with blood and brain, were left in the backyard as Clementine entered through the gate, in some trance-like state. Blood from her hands left small traces of evidence. In Clementine’s own hand, supposedly, the fastening rope of Mrs. Guidry’s gate latch was tainted with the blood of the Randall family.

In her confession in April 1912, Clementine openly boasted that the next morning, when she saw folks converging on the Randall crime scene, she stood in front of the home, and then chuckled and laughed out loud at the commotion that she had created. This behavior aroused the suspicions of Lafayette Police Chief Chargois and Sheriff Lacoste, who were both on the scene. Their suspicions of Clementine lead to their discovery of the bloody clothes and the blood on the Guidry gate latch.

In order to provide more damning proof, a chemist from New Orleans, a Mr. Metz, was brought in to test the blood and brain spatter found at the murder scene. Metz was able to determine that the brain and blood matter found on Clementine’s clothes were the same as that found on the bedsheets and pillows of the murdered Randall family. This would be the strongest piece of evidence in the case against Clementine and possibly led to her confession.

It should be noted that many doubted the story of Clementine as her “confession” came after she had been incarcerated for more than five months. Clementine also retracted her testimony against her father Raymond, and claimed her own complicity in the murder of the Andrus family. With the evidence of only the bloody clothes, even members of the press began to grow skeptical of Clementine’s “confession,” as she had shifted her story … and the Ax-Man murders did not cease.

An interesting fact about Clementine’s confession is that it overlapped into the world of the Sacrifice Church, and particularly pointed to the leader of that fanatical house of God, Reverend King Harrison. Somehow, this “man of God,” Harrison, never reported to the authorities what Clementine confessed to him on the night of the Randall family murders. Harrison never corroborated any of Clementine’s story until he had been arrested in Jennings, and the pair had spent time in jail together.

In the April 5, 1912, Daily Signal, the Crowley paper reported that Clementine was now issuing warnings that other families would be murdered by “her friends.” A delay in her arraignment allowed Clementine to comment to reporters, whose papers announced that three other families in the Lafayette area were next on the chopping block. The newspaper story reported that Clementine claimed that thirteen members had been decided upon as the next victims of the “Sacrifice Church.” It was also revealed that a black woman by the name of “Irene” was brought in for questioning by police to see if she was the same Irene in Clementine’s confession.

Why now was Clementine claiming that the “Sacrifice Church” would be preying upon victims in the community? Was Clementine making up details, telling lies, to lay the blame elsewhere? Could anything she said after that have been taken seriously by the fixated authorities and general public?

A week later, following Clementine’s public threat, another family in San Antonio, Texas became victim to the Ax-Man’s foul butchery. It was on the night of April 10 and reported in the Crowley newspaper on Saturday, April 13, 1912. The newspaper stated that the “axe fiend” had struck again in a set of similar crimes to those in Louisiana. However, this time the murderer, or murderers, used a butcher knife on the father of the family of five in San Antonio, William Burton. The news expounded on the theory of the “Sacrifice Church,” stating that religious fanaticism was running rampant and the number five had something to do with it. The next move for Louisiana law enforcement was to arrest as many members of the Barnabet family as possible, it seemed. Soon three of the Barnabets were behind bars. But even with three or four members of the possible “Human 5” gang behind bars, the murderous spree of the Ax-Man continued undaunted.

The Lake Charles Daily Times reported on April 9, 1912 that another “Sanctified” preacher was questioned in the ax murders. The Sanctified Sect of the Sacrifice Church was converting members of the black community in droves. The preacher being questioned by Lake Charles authorities was known only as “Thompson.” Preacher Thompson was said to have converted many blacks to the “Sacrifice Sect” of some mysterious Christian church. Preacher Thompson was asked by authorities to make public the names of some of his converts. Thompson’s memory became faulty and he knew no names. According to the news story, Thompson explained the measure of the members of his order, who believed that as soon as they were “sanctified,” they could no longer sin against God, no matter what crimes they had committed. Upon further investigation, Lake Charles authorities noticed that a passage was underlined in Thompson’s bible. The passage from the Book of Matthew read: And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

Also on this date of April 9, 1912, there was news out of New Orleans. A man claimed to have seen the dread figure of the Ax-Man in the Crescent City, the headline shouted: “AXE-MAN SCARE.”

Allegedly, a New Orleans representative-elect by the name of Howard Koppel, of Algiers, arrived home shortly after midnight on a Sunday night, “just in time to route a huge mulatto negro, armed with an axe, entering through a kitchen window,” according to the news report. This “huge mulatto negro” was said to have broken into the kitchen window using a file. Koppel said that the would-be Ax-Man had raised the kitchen window a few inches as he prepared to climb through, but first removed his shoes. Koppel said that he saw the ax clenched in the perpetrator’s hand, secretly about to enter the home when he surprised the would-be assassin.

“I was just entering a door opening on a side gallery, when a huge black form disengaged itself from a high hedge against the partition fence across the lawn and started for the back part of the yard. I thought it was a large dog at first, but as the man straightened up I saw he carried an axe in his hand. I shouted at him and dashed upstairs to my room to get my revolver. The man in his haste ran into some supports for a vine and must have been knocked down, losing his hat and ax,” said Mr. Koppel in a story reprinted in the Crowley Daily Signal.

Koppel reportedly fired a shot at the fleeing figure, who was pursued by some local neighbors and then was lost in the ward sawmill, leaving behind his shoes, hat and ax. The Ax-Man appeared to have been thwarted, and the lives of Koppel’s wife and daughters were spared by the husband’s early return home that evening.

This account was the first time that the word mulatto was used by a journalist in Louisiana. Many out-of-state newspapers used the word “mulatto” to describe a half-black and half-white, or mixed race Negro, but to the people and the newspapermen in the South, “blacks” were “blacks” no matter the skin tone. The significance of the lighter-skinned black may be important in the tale of the Ax-Man. A case may be made that Clementine and her devout followers were bent on killing off light-skinned blacks, or mixed-race families. The reasons for their mulatto assassination mission was that the trees (people) that were bringing forth bad fruit (mixed-race children) needed to be “hewn down” as the chapter and verse from the Book of Matthew “commanded.” The Ax-Man’s bizarre exterminations could be attributed to a biblical misinterpretation of a man such as Reverend Harrison, who then misled his congregation down a murderous path.

If this is accurate, then it may be the first time black people systematically killed other “light-skinned” blacks based on some form of final solution for the “racially impure,” predating the National Socialist’s (Nazis) effort in Germany. Were the Ax-Man killings a part of some “black genocide” of mulattoes in North America? Perhaps the ax-murders and the exterminations of entire families were done, not out of a misinterpretation of the Holy Bible, but rather, out of a misinterpretation of eugenics in America. This is pire speculation.

In 1912, the first International Eugenics Conference was held in London that year. However, eugenic policies had already been introduced and implemented in the United States during the early1900s. Perhaps it is simply a coincidence that the long-branded image associated with the logo of Eugenics is that of a tree.

It should also be noted that Clementine Barnabet was often described as a “Creole” woman. “Creole” can mean that she may have been of a mixed-race background, which is not uncommon then or today in Louisiana. Clementine was rumored to have an “alabaster” skin tone, however, photographic evidence shows that, while her skin was not alabaster in tone, Clementine may have been a lighter-skinned black woman. If so, then the theory of the dark, racially-pure blacks killing the lighter-skinned blacks does not hold up. And, again, none of the Louisiana papers in Lake Charles, Crowley, Lafayette or Rayne had ever used the terms “creole,” “mulatto” or “near-white” when describing the victims. The local, Louisiana papers always reported the victims as “Negroes.”

Shedding light on the details of Koppel’s “Axe-Man” account in New Orleans is interesting because it begs certain questions. Is it possible that the person that Koppel saw, the “axe-man,” was a white person in the dark? Koppel said that the person was “huge.” However, when Koppel saw the figure crossing his yard, he said that it looked like a “large dog.” Could a large dog have been mistaken for a small human? There was no indication of any shoe size in the news reports, which could have helped to determine the size of the mystery man.

Clementine’s brother, Zepherin, told another tale in the weeks that followed. Zepherin introduced the idea that Clementine and a black man by the name of “Mac Thomas” and a black woman who went by the name of “Duce” were involved in the ax-killings. Zepherin Barnabet said that his sister and her friends, Mac Thomas and Duce, were supposed to be leaving Lafayette for New Iberia, where they were set to purchase voodoo candjas (charms). According to the news report, Zepherin said that his sister and her friends had stayed behind in Lafayette to murder the Andrus family. The young Barnabet boy also said that the next morning, following the Andrus family murders, his father Raymond roused him from sleep and demanded that his son return to the scene of the crime where Raymond had left his tobacco pipe. Zepherin told authorities that he refused to retrieve his father’s pipe from the crime scene.

At this point, after retracting her testimony against her father for the Andrus family killings, Clementine once again accused her father of butchering the families in Rayne and Crowley. It seemed that Clementine only claimed the ten murdered in Lafayette as hers. This led to more public confusion.

As the Ax-Man murders continued on in Texas, lawmakers in Lafayette became baffled. It seemed as if Clementine, through her morbid confession, placed a spell upon the authorities. The newspapers even said that by her confession, Clementine had “caused considerable excitement and uneasiness” in the communities where the murders took place. Clementine also indicated that her “ax gang” were believers in the voodoo charms. As she claimed that she was one of five, the number grew to a hundred-and-five “who had banded together,” according to some news reports. Police and jurors, simply bewildered by the headlines and Clementine’s yarns, deliberated over things like how much the new reward amount should be so that a more thorough investigation into the Ax-Man’s horror could be called.

By February 13, 1912, the newspapers were reporting attempted break-ins of two homes in the same Lafayette neighborhood, where the Andrus and Randall families lived, as possible sightings of the Ax-Man. Alarm among the black community was at a fever pitch with sensational tales abounding. Guards were sitting up all hours of the night to defend their lives from the evil Ax-Man. About 150 men in Lafayette gathered one night at the Good Hope Baptist Church in Lafayette for the purpose of drafting a resolution, which was then drawn up by Judge William Campbell, to pledge assistance and furnish information to the community. The drafting of the resolution was more or less a stunt to quell the fears of the public who had grown restless and uneasy with the unsolved murders. Tales of some sort of “voodoo conspiracy” traveled from Lafayette to Lake Charles, spreading fear from Cajun Country to East Texas. This was possibly the peak of the “Ax-Mania” in Southwest Louisiana.

It was apparent that the suspects in the killings engaged in the practice of folk magic. This type of superstitious practical magic mixed with religion, which in this case was Christianity, had become infused with African and Caribbean voodoo beliefs. Whatever it was, it had apparently attracted Clementine Barnabet. And Clementine was not alone in these beliefs, nor did she attempt to hide them from the public.

After her arrest in November of 1911, the Mahoning Dispatch, a newspaper in Canfield, Ohio, carried a December 1, 1911 news story from Lafayette about the now infamous Clementine Barnabet. The news report indicated that Clementine, with “screams of hysterical laughter,” rocked back and forth in the witness chair of a Lafayette courtroom. Her eyes reportedly rolled back into her head so that barely any of her pupils were showing. She claimed that the Randall family was killed because “they had refused to obey church orders.” Clementine continued rocking back and forth in her chair as she then spoke about the Andrus family murder. She said that the Andrus family had also refused to “obey the message from God,” which was reported to be the mutterings of a voodoo doctor. Clementine had allegedly been seen with this reported voodoo doctor and the other “religiously crazed Negro fanatics,” who had gone into the Andrus’ cabin, hacked the family to pieces and ended with “weird prayers and incantations.”

A Kentucky newspaper, the Hartford Herald, ran a story on Clementine in their April 10, 1912 edition. In the piece, Clementine said she was the one directing the killings and that the she was the head of the cult known as the “Church of Sacrifice.” Clementine believed that by taking human life, she and her followers were able to obtain immortality with no regard for the law of man.

“We weren’t afraid of being arrested,” said Clementine. “Because I carried a ‘voodoo’, which protected us from all punishment.”

Clementine said that as many women belonged to the cult as men, equally sharing in the rituals of human sacrifice. She alluded to the fact that most of the murders would occur on a night when the blacks in the Sacrifice Church would have some sort of traveling revival in various communities, where the followers would be worked up into a religious frenzy. She said usually the head of a family would be marked for slaughter. Soon afterwards members of the cult would descend upon the house. Once “heads and limbs were separated from torsos and strewn over the house,” then the faithful members of the Sacrifice Church would arrive and begin some sort of “sacrificial ceremony,” according to the Kentucky paper.

The story also indicated that law enforcement officials hoped to arrest fifty individuals associated with the cult and that Barnabet was aiding in their investigation.

One of the possible fifty involved with the crimes was a hoodoo doctor from New Iberia by the name of Joseph Thibodeaux. He was arrested, but soon discharged after he claimed to be only a “yerb (herb)” man and folk remedy doctor who was well known even to white folks in the area. Clementine claimed that she had traveled to New Iberia to purchase the protection of “the hoodoo” that was believed to protect her and her murderous cult members from detection by authorities. At first Thibodeaux denied that he was a hoodoo doctor, but finally admitted that he did give Clementine and her friends some “papers for different things.” When Thibodeaux was brought to the jail by Sheriff Lacoste, Clementine recognized him at once. The hoodoo doctor denied her allegations. Clementine then went on to describe Thibodeaux’s house and began yelling at him. As he was made a prisoner in a cell near Clementine, Thibodeaux continued to deny her.

“Yes, you said that I wouldn’t be arrested,” Clementine reportedly yelled at Thibodeaux. “But you see here I am in jail.”
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Clementine, being armed with the hoodoo charm, or candja, to ward off capture by law enforcement, said that she wanted to test the power of the hoodoo that she had allegedly purchased from Thibodeaux to see if it truly worked. She initially claimed that this was her motive for slaying the Andrus family, and others, in their sleep. Faith wasn’t enough for Clementine, it seemed, as she sought to test the power of these hoodoo candjas.

Arrests continued in Lafayette. Those associated with Clementine were being arrested and questioned. These included Clementine’s half-sister, Pauline, and a woman by the name of Valena Mabry.

The arrest of Mabry was said to have occurred on a plantation near the town of Lafayette. Suspected of being Clementine’s “Irene” accomplice, Mabry claimed to hail from Sunset, Louisiana and denied any involvement in the crimes. She reportedly worked on the farm of Dr. P.M. Girard at Bayou Vermillion.

Nearly a month after Clementine’s confession, Sheriff Lacoste of Lafayette reported receiving a letter on May 15, 1912 concerning the Ax-Man murders. The writer of the letter claimed to be one of the “105” who were banded together to kill Negro families by the ax. The basis for this was religious. The writer, while condemning the vile acts of the murders, also confessed to taking part in them. The author of the letter claimed that the victims were chosen in advance, “marked” by a man who would travel into towns and makes the necessary selections. After the victims were marked, the writer claimed that the “others” were then dispatched to those towns with orders to kill based on the authority cited in the “Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses.”

Strangely enough, the Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses are not in the Holy Bible. They are, instead, a piece of a “magical text” allegedly written by Moses, which, however, did not surface until the late 18th or early 19th Century.

If the writer of the aforementioned letter was truly an active participant in the ax-murders, it is unclear how the murder of entire families by an ax is a part of this “Christian magic.” It is possible that the letter was the work of a crank. However, the Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses are not a prank and some take them very seriously.

The Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses contain symbols and magic spells used to instruct Israelites in the “Laws of Magic.” These books are considered to be the “lost books of Moses,” separated from the original five books, or Pentateuch, and considered to be a grimoire which reveals hidden ancient magic incantations, spells and symbols: to instruct Christians or Jews in how to create those miracles mentioned in the Old and New Testament. The book was reportedly popularized by German immigrants, before finding an audience among the black community in the southern U.S. who utilized the Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses in their mostly West African conjuring practice known as “Hoodoo” and the Louisiana Voodoo practices. This could explain how the book became referenced to the Ax-Man murders, and the possible connection with the Sacrifice Church, which was formerly known as the Flame of God Church as newspapers in April and May of 1912 reported.

Another interesting fact about the “magic” practiced by Clementine and her supposed cult of the Human Five, was that the believers in the Voodoo, or even Hoodoo, “candjas” or charms, were sure that nothing could stop them, or that they were somehow magically protected by the spell, and thus could get away with ax-murder. This isn’t an outdated concept for faithful, willing members of any cult regardless of the era.

I can recall an unnerving time living in Houston, Texas in 1989 when news reports were starting to cover a series of horrific, ritual murders. Though the terrifying news came out of Mexico a ripple of fear hit close to home. Thanks to reports of a missing college student, Mark Kilroy, who had visited Matamoros, Mexico during a fateful Spring break, I learned of another serial killer and cult leader by the name of Adolfo Constanzo, the Witch Doctor, or the Godfather of Matamoros.

As Kilroy became one of around sixty missing people in the Matamoros-Brownsville area from 1986 to 1989, Constanzo, who was a known drug dealer and cartel leader, was using human sacrifice and black magic to help with the shipping of his illegal narcotics. Constanzo believed that the blood sacrifices and the ritual magic that he was performing would enable his drugs to pass undetected and reach their destination without any trouble from the authorities.

Much like Clementine and her followers, Constanzo’s cult members believed that they were impervious to the elements of law enforcement and would evade capture. They believed these things because Constanzo told them so after performing ritual murders of rival drug gangs and innocent strangers. Their belief or faith in this magic actually led to their capture and the discovery of a sacrificial shack in the desert, which was filled with human remains and evidence of ritual magic.

Thinking that he was immune to capture, a 20 year-old by the name of Serafin Hernandez Garcia blew past a police checkpoint outside of Matamoros, driving at high speed. A tail of Mexican police followed him back to the crime scene. When Garcia and others were arrested, police thought that they appeared too calm and collected.

Mexican police grew concerned when their prisoners began to tell them that they were “protected” by some greater power, some force that superceded man’s laws. It was then that the police were told of the human sacrifices commited to secure some occult power to insure their drug deals.

“It’s our religion,” Garcia was quoted after his arrest on April 1, 1989. “Our voodoo.”

It was a form of Mexican voodoo know as Palo Mayombe, possibly very similar to what Clementine and her devout believed. It was reported that Constanzo was a high priest and master practitioner of this African magic.

The Miami-born Constanzo ordered killings in Mexico 90 years later, perhaps in the same way that Clementine, or others, had ordered and seen to the killing of innocents. However, Constanzo buried his bodies, while harvesting organs for his ritual cauldron and favored a machete over a pole-ax.

Back in late 1911 and early 1912, it seemed clear this Clementine woman was a lunatic, authorities and newspaper readers must have assumed. Surely, it was a case of too much religion and a broken mind. Near the end of her trial in Lafayette, the question of Clementine’s mental health did become an issue. Clementine had been in custody for nearly a year before her trial in October 1912. Headlines read: “Axe Woman Is Sane Declare The Physicians.”

While the Doctors E.M. Hummel, of New Orleans, R.D. Voorhies and John Tolson reported that Clementine was “morally depraved, ignorant and of a low-grade of mentality,” no signs of insanity were discovered. Clemetine could have her trial, which didn’t take long.

The star witness for the state was the renowned chemist from New Orleans, Professor Metz, who testified that the brain and tissue sample from clothing thought to be Clementine’s was a match for the gore of the Randall family. Metz had taken blood and tissue samples from the Randall bed and with the aid of his microscope, found evidence that the state needed to stop the Ax-Woman, while the murders continued in Texas and into the annals of unsolved crimes.

Was Clementine lying? If so, then why? She claimed to have killed 17 people, women and children mostly, with her own hands. She told her story in her own words to a New Orleans reporter as printed in the April 5, 1912 edition of the Lafayette Advertiser.

“My name is Clementine Bernabet{sic}, I was born and partly raised near the town of St. Martinville, (La.,) and moved to Lafayette about three years ago when I began to lead a life of degradation,” she said to reporter R.H. Broussard, of the New Orleans Item. “I have never been married. It was while in the company of two other women and two men, while in New Iberia, (La.,) that we met an old Negro who told us that he could sell us ‘candjas’ with which we could do as we pleased and we would never be detected and would be protected from the hands of the law by the mere fact of these ‘candjas’ being in our possession. We bought them and paid $3 each for them and left New Iberia the same night, returning to Lafayette, when we began to plan our actions. We had not yet decided on committing any murders, but it was while we were discussing our future plans that the question came up as to whether we could kill and be protected by the hoodoos.

“One of the gang was instructed to go to New Iberia and interview the hoodoo man, who said we were safe in any and all actions which we might do. Our lives would at all times be fully protected by the power of the hoodoos.”

The sub-heading in the article indicated that Clementine and her gang of five drew lots for the first murder. Clementine’s account recalled a time just two years prior, of the first murder in Rayne, Louisiana in 1910.

“It was sometime during the year 1910, I believe in the fall, that I went to Rayne with my companions, and we drew lots to know who would make the first attempt of the hoodoos in committing murders,” said Clementine. “The lot fell to me, and accordingly, I (put it) to work that night. I went to my sister, who lived in Rayne, near the O.G. Railroad depot, and later that night went to town, disguised as a man, and securing an ax in a yard near the cabin where I killed the mother and four children.”

When asked how she gained admission into the house, Clementine told the reporter that she noticed that the interior lamp was lit.

“I saw that the light was burning and by that I could easily see inside … I saw the mother sleeping in her bed, then I decided that I would enter that house and there begin the work which we had planned,” said Clementine in her account. “Upon entering the house I struck the woman on the right temple and killed her instantly. One of the children was awakened by the noise, and before he could raise his head from the pillow, I struck him a blow somewhere near the left ear, then I struck the other two. I left the man’s clothes, which I wore in the house and left the house in woman’s clothes, returned to my sister’s house and later during the same night, I boarded a night-train for Lafayette arriving here (in Lafayette) about midnight. It was about 9 (o’clock) when I killed them.”

Clementine’s arrival back in Lafayette proved to her gang members that she was protected by the hoodoo power of the candjas.

“On my return to Lafayette I reported the matter to the other members of the ‘gang’ and we watched the development in the case with great interest,” said Clementine to the reporter as she awaited trial in 1912. “When we saw that we had not been detected we decided that the hoodoos had done their part and we were safe.”

Clementine then told about the Crowley murder scene in vivid detail. According to Clementine’s account, the gang split up, with one of the women going to Rayne and the others, possibly two other men, bound for Lafayette. Two of the other women who made up the Human Five went with Clementine, one to observe how to properly ax-murder a family in their sleep, and one to keep a lookout.

“In Crowley,” said Clementine,“I entered the house with one of the women, while the other kept watch, and as I had the ax in my hand I committed the murders. I struck the man first and just as I did, so the woman woke up. I struck her a blow in the face with the butt end of the ax and felled her. I then struck her once or twice to be sure that she was dead. Once this was done, it was an easy matter to get rid of the two small children. We thought it was better to kill them than to just leave orphans, as they would suffer.

“From Crowley we came back as far as Rayne together, one of the three stopping in Rayne and the other two, thyself and another came to Lafayette. Later we were joined by a third, who told us how the officers had searched for the murderers all around her. We never spoke of committing any more murders until some time in February. The night before an election we knew that all the officers would be busy ‘politicking’ we went to the refinery and there we laid our plans, not knowing who would be the victim or victims.

“When we reached the railroad crossing, we saw a light in a cabin near Ramagosa’s store. We decided that was a good place, so we went there.”

Much of the detail that Clementine told in the first Rayne and Crowley murders were identical, as were the latter crime scenes in her accounts. With Clementine and her gang picking out whichever cabin had a light on to transform into a bloody crime scene, the question of motive came into play. This made some skeptical about Clementine’s confession. It could have been the reason her confession was received with varying shades of belief amongst Lafayette lawyers and newspaper reporters. The newspapers often cited Clementine as fabricating accomplices and stories. Then there was also the matter of her credibility being impugned after swearing an oath and testifying against her father only a year before.
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Was it possible that Clementine gave a “confession” under duress? Was it a forced confession, or a fabrication? If it was a fabrication, then why would Clementine lie? Was she enjoying her new celebrity status as the Axe-Woman? Was she only seeking attention and infamy?

During Clementine’s trial, several of the state’s star witnesses, who included Sheriff Lacoste, testified that Clementine gave several variations of her story, and that her confession lost credibility as proof of her lies were revealed in witness testimony. However, the greatest detraction to Clementine’s story was the fact that the murders persisted while Clementine was incarcerated. Even shortly after her arraignment in April of 1912, Texas received the brunt of the Ax-Man’s murderous fury. Another, who was believed to be Mrs. James Guidry of Lafayette, claimed that Clementine was very light on her feet and would tread quietly so as to sneak up on her employers, as she went about her housekeeping duties. It was said that Clementine would laugh out loud with some perverse pleasure when startling her employer and landlord, scaring them with her undetected presence in a room.

On October 25, 1912, Clementine was found guilty of murder in the Lafayette court-house. She was sentenced to life in prison for the confession of 17 murders, even though it was reported that testimony during her trial reflected that Clementine was responsible for the slaying of 22 individuals. Newspapers, from the Lacrosse Tribune in Wisconsin to the Fort Wayne News in Indiana, carried a story that was notorious all over Louisiana and the South at large. One newspaper even reported that it was believed that 300 people had been slain by the “sacrifice sect” within the last six years.

It should also be noted that during Clementine’s confession, she admitted to picking up the freshly axed dead children and caressing them. This would account for the blood and brain matter found on her clothes.

Her last words in the Lafayette court-room held a cryptic clue to the possible “true confession” of Clementine Barnabet. “I am the axe-woman of the sacrifice sect,” shouted Clementine from the prisoner’s stand in the courtroom, where she was guarded by three deputies. “I killed them all, men, women and babies, and I hugged the babies to my breast. But I am not guilty of murder.”

After these words were spoken, Clementine was swept away into the penal system. Perhaps notoriety was all that she ever wanted.
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Chapter Four

The Strange Case of Marie Santo

The Bible is clear: amnesia produces apostasy.

– Dale Ralph Davis, Judges: Such a Great Salvation

As the Ax-Man murders began to erupt in Texas in 1912, Louisiana was spared for most of that year. While townsfolk across Louisiana were reading and hearing stories of the “Ax-Woman,” Clementine Barnabet, another woman entered the story.

Marie Santo appeared out of nowhere in Southwest Louisiana in a way that caused many in the area to suspect her of being the Ax-Man. It is possible also to see her as yet another victim of the Ax-Man … and a victim of circumstances.

Santo was far away from home when she landed in the wrong place at the wrong time. A native of the Azores Islands in the eastern Atlantic Ocean, she had been bound for California aboard the Southern Pacific Railroad. She spoke only Portuguese, the predominant language of the Azores. Santo hit the ground in an uninhabited area of Southwest Louisiana. The fall apparently knocked her unconscious.

When Santo awoke, she allegedly suffered from amnesia, and could not remember anything about the train, or her fall from the rail car. Santo started wandering and eventually arrived on the edge of a village, the tiny hamlet of Welsh, Louisiana. Arriving just before sunset, Santo found herself near the home of a woman known as “Big Emma.”

According to researcher Benoit, Santo stole a jacket from a nearby clothes-line. Santo then ate and filled her pockets full of raw beans from the garden of Big Emma, whose family, like many people in Southwest Louisiana, had been taking turns on a night watch against the Ax-Man, who had stricken towns to the east (Crowley) and west (Lake Charles) just a few months before. The terror of the Ax-Man had not abandoned the black communities of Louisiana by a long shot.

The barometric pressure of fear caused by the Ax-Man made Louisiana ripe for cases of mistaken identity and mass hysteria/paranoia. Being on guard, Big Emma’s eldest son heard Marie scurrying in the garden. He fired a warning shotgun blast, and Marie darted away from the house and sought other homes with gardens to forage for food. Watch-dogs began to bark and Marie decided to go back into the woods near the village of Welsh.

According to Benoit’s research, Marie slept in the woods for “a day or two” until she finally emerged looking like some sort of wild fiend. It was reported that Santo was not in the best of health at this point. She approached the village of Welsh again at sunset and happened upon the property of an individual that the newspaper and Benoit both refered to as an impulsive, reactionary, “Negro hothead.” It is unclear how, but this hothead trapped Marie Santo near his home. Santo then tried to flee and scrambled away to hide in a nearby woodpile. The hot-head closed in on Santo after sounding an alarm to his neighbors, who joined in the chase after Santo carriying pitchforks, guns, lamps and torches. They found Santo, “wide-eyed and cowering” in the a woodpile and shone their lights on her. The illuminated scene revealed an ax, which was lodged in a stump near the woodpile, making Santo the dreaded Ax-Man in their eyes. Santo was slated to be the victim of vigilante justice as the mob pulled her off the ground near the wood-pile, tied her hands to her side, placed a thick rope around her neck and dragged her off to be lynched.

[image: ]

As this maniacal farce was unfolding, Big Emma and her sons arrived on the scene. Big Emma saw the jacket that the strange woman was wearing, and recognized it as one that had gone missing from her clothes-line a few days before. Big Emma then began to go through the pockets of the jacket worn by Marie, finding bits and pieces of raw green beans. She began to question Santo, who responded in Portuguese. Members of the mob stepped forward to try to communicate with Santo in French, Spanish and English. All attempts failed. Santo’s strange Portuguese, coupled with her intuition, led Big Emma to conclude that this woman was possibly crazy, but probably harmless. She then stopped Marie from being hanged by the angry mob. In a stunning move, and against the hothead’s wishes, Big Emma even requested that the crazy woman be allowed to stay at her home over the next few weeks.

Now in the care of Big Emma, her grown son and two small children, Santo made five in the household, which would have made a perfect number for the Ax-Man to come and pay a visit.

Santo’s health improved dramatically after staying with Big Emma. Over the next few days, Big Emma allowed Marie Santo to walk in the yard and neighborhood, but discouraged her from going too far into the village of Welsh for fear that she would again become a victim of the Ax-Man paranoia. Santo, of course, could not understand the warnings of Big Emma, but must have known that something, or she, was out of place in some way. Every time Santo heard the distant whistle of trains passing in the distance, she would become increasingly restless, possibly longing to reconnect with her forgotten life, abandoned on a train car somewhere.

One morning, while Big Emma and her family were busy doing their chores, Santo simply walked away from Big Emma’s house to another town nearby, where she was stared at and shunned by the townsfolk. Once more homeless and hungry, she again approached a house after sunset. Santo was again shot at and chased, which led her to hide near the edge of a bayou next to a cypress tree. The mob that came after her this time did not seek to dispense their own brand of justice, but called for the law to intervene. The locals and the sheriff’s deputy found Santo cowering like a wild and abused animal in the dark.

The deputies on the scene determined that Santo posed no threat to herself or others, thus making her a candidate for safe-keeping in a jail cell. It is unclear what parish Santo was taken to, but there is research to indicate that she shared some jail time with Clementine Barnabet. The exact location where Clementine was being held was not published in the papers in May of 1912. It is thought that a parish adjacent to Acadia Parish would have been a better place to hold Clementine in light of death threats after the confession of “the Ax-Woman.”

If it were possible that Clementine and Marie Santo shared some time in adjoining cells, what strange things would Clementine speak to Santo through the jail cell bars, only to fall on uncomprehending Portuguese ears?

After her stay in jail, Santo was turned over to a group of nuns at the St. Patrick Hospital in Lake Charles. Santo was fed, housed and treated with care for another couple of weeks or so, until someone finally came looking for her.

A man named Ed Noble, a Southern Pacific Railroad agent and interpreter from the Immigration Service in New Orleans, arrived one day, having heard the wild rumors that a woman found near the railroad was believed to be the Ax-murderer.After interviewing her, Noble determined that Santo was the 35 year-old woman that he was looking for, who was reported missing from a Southern Pacific train about two months earlier.

After the arrival of U.S. Immigration Bureau official, J.G. Denis, the identity of the mystery woman was solved. It was determined that Santo became missing on April 22, 1912 as she was traveling with Tony Serpa, a 13 year-old boy that claimed Santo jumped from the train somewhere between Houston and Los Angeles. Serpa told his story to authorities in Bakersfield, California, and Southern Pacific officials searched the 2,000-mile range from Houston to L.A. After finding no trace of Santo, the officials acted upon a strange tale of a mysterious woman who appeared near Welsh, Louisiana.

What is known is that Santo departed from New Orleans on April 19, 1912, according to the stamp on her ticket. Santo was found on May 30, 1912 with noticeable traces of a rope or cord having been around her neck. No other visible marks, other than scrapes on her arms and legs from scrambling through underbrush, were seen. Santo told the rail and immigration authorities that she had been mistreated. She said her husband lived in Hanford, California and that was the reason that she had left the Azores.

However, agent Denis claimed that Santo would succumb to brief spells of dementia. While at times Santo spoke plainly and in good Portuguese, often she would stare blankly at anyone who spoke to her.

For a short time she was a suspect in the Ax-Man murders.What was never made clear in the case of Marie Santo is why she jumped from the train in the first place. Could it be that she was, as the author has supposed, pushed from the train?

Whatever it was that made Marie Santos bail out of a moving train car was taken with her to Hanford, California. The world would never know the reason behind her brief appearance in the bloody saga of the Ax-Man.
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Chapter Five

TEXAS
1911-1912

It is a foregone conclusion that if the “ax man” makes another visit to Beaumont just now, he will get a warm reception.

– United Press, Beaumont, Texas February 27, 1912

By the time the Ax-Man returned to Texas in 1912, the Beaumont Enterprise reported that the phantom figure had slain twenty-nine individuals from Louisiana to Texas. The newspaper was incorrect. The reporter for the Beaumont Enterprise indicated that the tally of the Ax-Man’s death toll was based on five murdered in Rayne, four in Lafayette, three in Crowley, another four in Lafayette, another four in Crowley, five in Lake Charles and four in Beaumont. While this did add up to twenty-nine, the reporter had some bad information on the number of victims in the second Lafayette slaying, which was a total of six at the Norbert Randall house. Adjusting for the forgotten two in Lafayette, the reporter’s count should have been thirty-one. However, thirty-one was also incorrect if my theory of the Ax-Man is proven.

Unknown to the Beaumont Enterprise reporter of 1912, the first Texas murder, which was covered in the previous chapter, actually occurred before the first Lafayette murder. The Casaway murder in San Antonio, which raised the suspicions of Sheriff Lacoste of Lafayette Parish, would have notched the Ax-Man’s victims’ number at thirty-six victims by the end of February of 1912.

While Clementine Barnabet was locked up and awaiting her arraignment, thirteen victims fell under the blade of the Ax-Man by the end of February alone. The Ax-Man would soon make others fall while Clementine awaited a jury’s verdict.

As the Texas murders opened with the Casaway family, my theory begins to take shape. It is a theory that crosses state lines from Louisiana into Texas, and a theory of the racial pure blacks “hewing down” the bad fruit of interracial marriages or offspring.

According to noted author and researcher Marilyn Hudson, the Casaway family was a mixed marriage of Louis Casaway, a black man, and Elizabeth Castalow, a divorced white woman. The two had married in Mexico as Texas law forbade such unions at the time. They had been married twenty years and had three children by the time the Ax-Man came sniffing at their doorstep.

In Hudson’s theory of the Ax-Man’s trail of dead, she surmised something greater than religious fanaticism was at play in the Texas-Louisiana murders. Here are her thoughts from an email:

As to theories, I suspect the killer in the Louisiana-Texas murders to have been an African-American, stepping into an area largely inhabited by African-American’s in that period. A white man would have been noticed. I suspect both the reporting and the investigations covered up something else. The crazy religion aspect is just too convenient, in my opinion, and feeds off of biases on both sides of the racial/economic divide.

There is enough similarities between murders in locations distant from one another that something was going on or they were being used by parties unknown to generate fear. Fear controls; so looking into the issues at play, follow the money. So many of these were near rail lands as competing railroads fought for supremacy. To my knowledge, no one has really looked into who received the land where many of these murders occurred.

While it is an interesting theory as to the reason for the murders or the identity of the killer, this author differs with Hudson. Many of the lots of the Louisiana and Texas residential land located near the railroads seemed to have remained as such since 1911 and 1912.

The first Texas killing had occurred in 1911 with the murders of the Casaway family, whose mortal remains were arranged, or posed, by the Ax-Man as if they’d been tucked in for a long winter’s nap, while 1912 saw the Ax-Man pay a bloodstained visit to the city of Beaumont, Texas.

Hattie Dove, 30, of Beaumont, and her three children; Ernest, 14, Ethel, 16, and Jessie, 18, met their fate at 1428 Cable Street, on February 19, 1912. Like the earlier Louisiana crimes, blood and brains were scattered over the family’s beds and walls. The murdering ax was found at the scene along with bloody hand marks on a cloth also left at the crime scene. Again, a family perished under the swinging blade of the Ax-Man without the slightest indication of a struggle having taken place. Hattie Dove and family were found where they slept in the comfort of their beds, at home in the northern end of Beaumont.

While there were only four victims in this slaying, a possible fifth victim indicated that the killer had possibly selected this address in an effort to kill five, the Ax-Man’s favorite number. There was a lodger, a black man who worked nights. He was out of the house. Was it possible that the Ax-Man had watched his victims first and assumed that the male lodger was either the husband of Hattie Dove, or one of her sons? Is it possible that, to the Ax-Man’s chagrin, only four were slaughtered when the intended number of victims was five?

The Beaumont crime is interesting because it is a tale of two axes, so to speak. The murder weapon found at the scene belonged to a neighbor, who lived some two blocks away. In a bizarre turn of events, the Ax-Man had allegedly taken this ax from the neighbor located down the street and left another ax in its place. The owner of the Ax-Man’s first ax was not discovered. Apparently, the Ax-Man was becoming more brazen with his criminal blood lust, walking a distance of over two city blocks, ax in hand. After thirty-two murders, was the Ax-Man that much more confident while making his way to the Dove residence to raise the number of his kills to thirty-six?

Another difference presented at the Beaumont crime scene was the fact that near the ax was a bloody cloth. The discovery of this crimson rag, which the Ax-Man had apparently used to wipe blood from his hands afterwards, was a clue not mentioned at other sites in Louisiana. This was the first time any indication of the Ax-Man’s concern for his own cleanliness came into a crime report.

The Beaumont Enterprise made a stunning announcement that could have helped to exonerate Clementine Barnabet, who was still in jail in Lafayette at the time of the Dove murders. The February 20, 1912 edition of the newspaper stated in regards to the Louisiana crimes:

The similarity of the elemental circumstances leaves no doubt but all the murders were committed by the same person and that there is some eccentric motive for the crimes.

The paper also reported that “thousands and thousands” of Negroes had filed past the dead bodies of Hattie Dove and family as they were lying in the morgue. Many of the wild-eyed spectators moaned that “the Lord has deserted them” and some were heard to murmur that, “a curse had fallen upon the race.”

Following the murder of the Dove family, hardware stores in Beaumont began to see overcrowding as blacks bought shotguns and pistols. There was talk amongst the black community in Beaumont at the time that armed guards would be placed outside of homes and in the streets at night.

“Frenzied with fright and excitement” members of the black community began to treat unknown Negroes, or any strangers in Beaumont, with a heightened sense of paranoia. Suspicion ruled the day and night in Beaumont as strangers were asked to leave town on suspicion that they might be the ax-fiend.

One such report in April of 1912 indicated that a member of the Sacrifice Church was in Beaumont and was then exiled from the city. Clearly, word of the Sacrifice Church had made its way to Texas. Such was life in any town in the Ax-Man’s bloody wake.

Following the Beaumont massacre, law officers from Louisiana came together with Texas lawmen for a conference on the Ax-Man and his murderous spree across the two states. The meeting, which convened in Beaumont, welcomed the Lake Charles chief of police as well as the sheriffs of Acadia and Lafayette parishes to discuss an “organized and systematic conspiracy”. While law enforcement personnel did not issue any formal statement from the conference, it was a widely held belief that the Ax-Man was more than one person operating along the Southern-Pacific railroad line.

When the Ax-Man entered the Lone Star state, there were also a series of indirect victims who suffered or died due to the spreading fear. Max Warren, a young black boy prone to sleepwalking, was shot by his neighbor in Smithville, Texas. West Duval, who was guarding his house in the night, fearful of the Ax-Man, saw the boy near his home, and when the boy bolted, Duval shot and killed him.

In Gonzales, Texas the word had spread within the black community that a “strange Negro woman missionary” suddenly appeared in the town. Rumor was that this strange woman was with the Sacrifice Church. The unidentified woman was then forced to leave town by a mob of angry Negroes in Gonzales.

Meanwhile, back in Lake Charles, stranger things began to happen. Apparently many of the “hoodoo doctors,” who had been selling charms to ward off visitations from the Ax-Man, began to head west for Texas.

Mounted officer Ira E. Barker, of the Lake Charles Police Department, shot and killed a traveling lightning-rod salesman, A.E. Johnson, of Opelousas, who was bound for Texas. Barker had attempted to question the drunken and belligerent Johnson, and then shot the man three times. The third and final shot went through Johnson’s head, just above his left eye. Johnson had been selling the lightning rods to help his customers ward off evil spirits and thus became another indirect victim of the Ax-Man.

The coroner found Johnson to be a verified “hoodoo doctor,” who was well dressed and had $18.44 in his pockets at the time of his death. About this time, many began to express concern over a “voodoo conspiracy” in Lake Charles, and that the murders were part of the larger conspiracy allowing the voodoo doctors to sell charms after the murders.

A week later in Lake Charles, a black preacher by the name of J.F. Anderson was arrested and sentenced to 30 days in jail for selling charms and powders. Anderson claimed that his charms and powders would “ward off diseases of all kinds” and “make the purchasers immune from the visits of the Ax-Man.” Anderson was found to have in his possession a wide array of home remedies and appliances, which he claimed would “destroy all fears and dangers originating from the horrible murders.”

Another strange thing that took place in Lake Charles following the murders of Hattie Dove and her children was reported from Goosport (an area just north of Lake Charles). It was about a week after the Dove murders that members of the black community reportedly began to use wet rags to seal their doors and windows. The rags were thought to prevent fumes from getting into homes after rumors that the Ax-Man had been drilling holes into victim’s homes and pouring in chloroform. If this were so, it would explain why no family ever seemed to be awakened during the Ax-Man’s home invasions and butchering. It was quite possible that the Ax-Man implemented religion and science to murder his victims with the aid of a chemical weapon.

If this was the case, more than likely the murderer would be wearing a cloth or a mask to cover his mouth and nose, careful not to breathe in any of the toxins. Perhaps this was why the back door of the victims’ homes was always left open, so that the trace of chloroform would air out and be undetected by investigating police. If this mention of chloroform has any truth, it adds to my theory, and the report from Goosport is a significant one that gives insight into the serial killer that was the Ax-Man.

Before anyone could investigate further and connect some dots, the Ax-Man struck again in Glidden, Texas on March 26, 1912. This time another six were snuffed out of existence. The victims were Lyle Finucane, 37, Ellen Monroe, 46, Alberta Monroe, 8, Jessie Monroe, 11, Dewey Lee Monroe, 12, and Willie Monroe, 16.

The story and fate of the Glidden family was preserved by Bill Stein, and documented and published by the Archives of the Nesbitt Memorial Library in Columbus, Texas. The original publication featured a photograph, which depicted the murdered family’s neighbors gathered outside of the crime scene, but that picture failed to capture the real story of what happened in Glidden.

It was known that Lyle Finucane lived with Ellen Monroe, a mother of 14 children. Ellen was separated from her spouse as was Lyle. Coincidentally, Lyle was employed by the Galveston, Harrisburg and San Antonio Railroad. Ellen and Lyle had begun to start their lives over, together, in the quiet town of Glidden.

The fact that Lyle was employed by a railroad company begs the question: Was this how the Ax-Man first came to see or meet Lyle? If the Ax-Man indeed traveled by rail, then was it possible that he had simply picked Lyle randomly as the train pulled into the station?

The Glidden murder-scape was not much different from those in Louisiana. Both Lyle and Ellen were in bed. Apparently, Lyle fell on the floor near his bed after being struck; Ellen rose up and was reported to have collapsed in the middle of the room, brained by an ax.

Sheriff Bruce Mayes arrived on the scene and was able to determine that the murder weapon used was the family’s ax from their own woodpile behind the house. The Ax-Man it appears had entered through the back door in his typical fashion. Finding footprints in the backyard, the sheriff motioned for his pack of bloodhounds to sniff around and follow the trail of the murderer. The bloodhounds led him to a nearby house that belonged to a black man by the name of Jim Fields.

Could Jim Fields have been the infamous Ax-Man? Was it possible that the fiend had been living in Glidden, Texas the whole time, committing vile atrocities upon families in the night only to return to the Lone Star state for some semblance of a “normal life”? Did Jim Fields stand wide-eyed in the doorway of his Glidden home and watch as law enforcement descended upon his sanctuary, finally catching up to him for all of his ax-wielding homicides?

Mr. Fields had, just some three weeks prior to the murders, married a woman by the name of Ida Booker on March 6, 1912. Newly married, Mr. Fields had sought employment at a place called Buckholts just outside of Colorado County. He reportedly left his new bride in Glidden, at her mother’s home. Then, after gaining employment with Buckholts, Mr. Fields traveled back to Glidden to collect his new wife while planning to return to start work on March 27. As coincidence would have it, on the morning that the bodies of Finucane, Monroe and children were found, Mr. Fields had made a trip to the railroad depot and purchased tickets for Flatonia, Texas. This raised the suspicions of local law enforcement officials, who then arrested Mr. Fields and his wife Ida.

Things added up for the local sheriff: the bloodhounds followed their nose to Jim Fields’ home; Fields bought tickets to leave town; Fields had $30 cash on him (which was considered by historians as an “exorbitant amount of money for a black man to be carrying around” at the time); and Fields was allegedly discovered to be in possession of a jacket, stained with fresh blood. It was also reported that Fields’ shoes were taken to the crime scene and matched the tracks outside of the Finucane-Monroe home.

A few days later, Justice of the Peace Aubrey Gregory came to a dramatic conclusion based on the statement of a former landlord of the new Mrs. Fields. This testimony, which was allegedly given by Ida Fields to her former landlord, C.M. Bailey, seems to me like second-hand information. According to the testimony of Ida Fields, her new husband had acted suspiciously towards the Ax-Man’s latest victims Lyle Finucane and Ellen Monroe. Ida was making her husband Jim sound like the Ax-Man that everyone was talking about.

“Jim came home and we were married on March 6, 1912,” said Ida, according to her dictated statement to C.M. Bailey.

He then left and a few days later, returned. On the night of March 26, we were at Charlie Fields’ house waiting for the train to go to Flatonia. About 12 o’clock we started to the train in a wagon, with Charley(sic) Fields and his wife, for Glidden. They were taking us to the early morning train No. 9.

When we reached Glidden, we found out the night train would not stop, so we left our trunk in the depot and started back home with Charlie and his wife. When we came to a house, I asked Jim who lived there and he told me that this is the house where Lyle Finucane and Ellen Monroe live. Then Jim said that we would get out, he and I, and the others would go on. We took our grips with us. After we were out of the wagon, I asked Jim what we were going to do and he asked, “Will you stand by me in anything?” I told him that I would so long as it was right. Jim said, “Come on, then.”

We went in the front gate. I stood by a post and Jim went around the back of the house. From where I was, I could not see Jim go in the back door. He was gone about twenty minutes and during that time I heard something that sounded like licks. When Jim came out of the house, I asked him what he had been doing and he said that I wanted to know everything. We then went over to a house near by to leave our grips. After we left the house, Jim asked me again if I would stand by him in everything, and I told him that I would so long as it was right.

Was it possible that Ida Fields had unwittingly married the Ax-Man? Was the Ax-Man starting to “settle down” by finding a new job and becoming a newlywed? If the judicial authorities at the time were to be believed, then, yes. Apparently Jim Fields was the killer.

Ida Fields was released on bail by authorities. As for her husband, he was now considered the murderer of the Finucane-Monroe family, and was so decreed by Justice of the Peace Gregory.

A black-on-black murder sent the black community of Glidden into an uproar. Even though the murder was considered to be the eighth in a line of identical murders of slaughtered families, locals became even more frenzied when they found out that the Ax-Man was possibly living in their town.

One fear remained constant in Glidden and the surrounding areas: the latest murder would not be the last. Even with the arrest of Jim Fields, many doubted that the Ax-Man would be brought to a halt. The popular story of a lone, crazed, religious fanatic began to form like a shadow within communities along the rail lines.

The Ax-Man spread this disease further on April 12, 1912, when he murdered a black family of five in San Antonio. He swung his blade again the following day of April 13th, claiming three more blacks in Hempstead. Hysteria became the law in Texas, as black families abandoned their homes to seek comfort and shelter with neighbors. It was said that many of the black women who worked as domestics for white families began sleeping in their employer’s kitchens. Men stockpiled weapons, guns and ammunition. Black family members were reportedly creating their own alarm systems with fishing line, which ran from their big toe to their doorknobs in case the Ax-Man attempted to pay a deadly visit.

The white community in Texas, on the other hand, began to tell blacks that the Ax-Man was just a figment of their overactive imaginations. This was documented on April 17, 1912 at a meeting attended by Sheriff Mayes and Justice of the Peace Gregory of Colorado County. After all, Mayes and Gregory had arrested Jim Fields. There was nothing to fear, even though identical “Ax-Man murders” continued in San Antonio and Hempstead. At the behest of the riled blacks in the community, a resolution was drafted to request that Texas Governor Oscar B. Colquitt offer a reward for the arrest and capture of the Ax-Man.

Much like Clementine Barnabet, Jim Fields was locked up in jail and the ax-murders continued. Fields was indicted on May 17, 1912 for the Glidden murders. On that particular day, Jim Fields met with his legal counsel for the first time since he had been arrested and held in jail. Fields had two attorneys, Chris Grobe and Gus Miller, appointed to represent him. They had the difficult task of representing a black man accused of being the Ax-Man, who was considered a figment of the imagination by a noted sheriff and Justice of the Peace of that county. Much of the contention of the case seemed to center around the $30 that was found in Fields’ possession. The two attorneys began to seek witnesses who could testify as to how Fields came into so much money.

On May 20, Jim Fields began a surreal courtroom experience Lawyer Gus Miller notified his client that this was only his second case, and Chris Grobe was deathly ill. As things began to look grim for the accused Jim Fields, another lawyer, Charles K. Quin, was appointed to his defense on the first day of trial. Both black and white ladies of the community filed into the courthouse, filling the court-room in an effort to glean details of the possible Ax-Man of Glidden.

The second day of Jim Fields’ trial, the afflicted Grobe returned to court, where a couch had been brought in for him to lie down due to his woozy state. It was reported that the attorney listened to the legal proceedings from the comfort of the couch. In Fields’ defense, several outstanding members of the white community testified that Fields was a man of good character. The prosecution did not submit the alleged statement of Ida Fields into their case due to the fact that it was second-hand, circumstantial evidence.

On a warm Texas afternoon on May 27, the case against Jim Fields went to the jury, who returned with a verdict of “not guilty.” It was reported that many of the spectators in the court-room cheered on hearing the verdict. However, Fields was returned to jail to await trial for the other ax-murders in Glidden.

Finally, on September 23, the last of the charges against Jim Fields were dismissed, and he was released from the state’s custody. Not another soul was ever arrested or investigated for the Ax-Man murders of Glidden.

According to historians, Jim and Ida Fields never lived together following the trial. In 1915, Ida filed for divorce on the grounds that Jim had abandoned her on March 27, 1912, which was the day that he was arrested. With the divorce granted, it could be argued that the marriage of Jim and Ida Fields was yet another casualty of the Ax-Man.

As for the other slayings in Texas while the innocent Jim Fields was awaiting trial, a family of five murdered in San Antonio was reported as “nearly white.” The bodies of William Burton, his wife, two children and a brother-in-law became another family of victims fallen prey to the Ax-Man. A new detail emerged at the crime scene on 724 Center Street in San Antonio: butcher knives were left in the remains of only the male victims. Though police reportedly found no evidence at the crime scene, two “hoodoo doctors” were arrested shortly after the discovery of the Burton family bloodbath. No charges against any individuals were ever filed, according to the Benoit research.

Days later, the Ax-Man got sloppy in Hempstead, Texas. He entered the darkened home of Alice Marshall on the night of April 15, 1912, intent on murdering six. However, the Ax-Man only claimed three family members, with only one murdered outright and two that slowly died.

Perhaps the deck was stacked against the Ax-Man that night as the Marshall family only kept a small ax or hatchet. He allegedly entered the house through the front door and into the room of Ike and Carrie Burney. The Ax-Man belted the two without killing them, waking an unidentified third person, who then screamed and rolled under a bed at the sight of the Ax-Man attacking. Three escaped with their lives that night as the murderer turned and fled the Marshall home, leaving behind a clue in the form of rags, once again. Police believed that the rags were used by the Ax-Man to muffle his feet.

The arch-fiend appeared to take a break following the botched attempt in Hempstead. There were allegations of his having penned letters that were delivered to preachers and sheriffs, warning of his coming visit to various communities. These visits, detailed in the “Ax-Man letters” never came to the people and places mentioned in the Jack The Ripper-styled and sensationalized clues. The Ax-Man made no more carnage in Texas for the month of May in 1912.

It seemed to be a quiet spring for most of Texas that year. Did something distract the Ax-Man from his hideous deeds?

The last documented case in Texas was reported on August 16, 1912. According to Robert C. Benoit’s work, the spree ended with another botched invasion. It was reported that the Ax-Man made a second attempt on the James Dashiel family in San Antonio. Very little was known about the first assault, but it seems unlikely that the Ax-Man would fail twice in a row.

It is the belief of the author that the facts of the Dashiel family in San Antonio do not add up to the Ax-Man’s modus operandi. The Ax-Man never terrorized a family twice: once was all it had taken. Another factor was that for the first time, the Ax-Man failed to kill anyone in the Dashiel home at 114 Gibbs Street. It should be noted that this failure to kill happened not once, but supposedly twice. It is my believe that this was a copycat crime attempting to pin a murder on the Ax-Man, making the last real attack on April 15, 1912 in Hempstead, Texas with the attempted murder of six in the Alice Marshall home.

According to Benoit’s last entry on the Ax-Man timeline of crimes, he crept into the darkened bedroom of Mr. and Mrs. Dashiel and struck the sleeping wife in her arm with an ax, who then lunged awake and screamed. The Ax-Man then chopped her in the foot, causing her to scream out even louder. Mr Dashiel was alerted and began firing gunshots in the darkness of his bedroom. It was believed that Mr. Dashiel’s bullets wounded him, and then he fled into the night to suffer and die; but, with no body ever recovered, many in San Antonio still believed that the Ax-Man roamed free.
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If April to August of 1912 were the final days of the Ax-Man in Texas, then what happened in those four months? If there were no crimes during that time period, what then was he up to for the duration? How did a serial killer pass the time as the seasons changed? Was it possible that the Ax-Man took a spring vacation?

The ax murders were hushed as the summer of 1912 approached. From April into the first weeks of June, no reports of any ax-murders circulated. As the temperatures increased, the cases and murders went cold. Then, far to the north, something terrible happened.

Though it was never reported to be the work of the “Ax-Man,” a family of six people along with two house guests were murdered on June 14, 1912, in the town of Villisca, Iowa. The total if eight dead surpassed the previous record of six in the Randall family massacre.
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Chapter Six

A Villain of Villisca, Iowa 
June, 10, 1912

One hundred years ago this week, a family of six were murdered by ax in the little town of Villisca, Iowa. Might those killings be linked to as many as nine other multiple ax murders that occurred across the North-West and Midwest in 1911-12?

– Mike Dash, Smithsonian.com, June 8, 2012.

The following chapter and a majority of the previous chapter could not have been possible without the input of Dr. Ed Epperly, who is considered the expert on the Villisca ax-murders. Epperly’s research, which began in 1955, is well known worldwide. In his own lore, Epperly has had a fascination with the Villisca ax-murders ever since his childhood when he once traded a box of chocolate-covered cherries for what he believed was the actual ax of the unknown Villisca ax-murderer. From there he went on to college, writing a research paper on the Iowa ax-murders after researching and conducting interviews in 1955 with those then living who still recalled the gruesome murder of eight in the small town.

Joe and Sarah Moore, along with their four children and two child house guests, were found murdered in much the same manner as the Ax-Man’s victims in Louisiana and Texas. The gratuitous phrases that became synonymously linked to the Ax-Man in Louisiana and Texas also applied to the Villisca murders: “shortly after midnight … entering through the back door … sleeping family murdered in their beds … heads crushed to a bloody pulp … neighbors discovered murder scene in the morning … lone ax left behind at crime scene … possible transient killer traveling by rail.”
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There has been much written on the subject of the Villisca ax-man and very little written on the Louisiana-Texas ax-murders. The author believes that the “Ax-Man” traveled to the state of Iowa to continue his fiendish work. There is even a religious element to the Villisca ax murders.

The author believes that the “religious fanatic,” who was at the core of the Louisiana-Texas gore was a Presbyterian preacher by the name of Lyn George Jacklin Kelly.

Kelly was an immigrant, born in England and appeared to travel the United States extensively by rail, often with his wife, Laura. Kelly was an impish man at a height of 5’2” who departed the train at the small depot in Villisca and may have taken notice of the Moore children on Sunday evening. As the Moore children, Herman, 11, Katherine, 10, Boyd, 7, and Paul, 5, gave a recitation at a Children’s Day Presbyterian service, Reverend Kelly could have easily spied them from across the crowded church. The Children’s Day function, which was organized by the children’s mother, Sarah Moore, found them dressed in their Sunday best. The image of these children may have stayed with Reverend Kelly.

It should be noted that, if this murder at the Moore house was committed by the Ax-Man, the Moore family was a white family of Scottish-Irish descent. If Kelly was the Ax-Man, it would have been his largest murder scene, and his first in a two-story home.

Why the shift? Why would the Ax-Man now target a white family? Was it due to the close call that he reportedly had in Hempstead, Texas? Were black families murdered in the night becoming the obvious calling card for a serial killer who now decided, for safety and to remain undetected, to target a white well-to-do family? The Ax-Man was already fully rehearsed in slaying. Was he “practicing” or just “perfecting” his evil craft of murder?

Reverend Kelly was also known to be a sexual deviant and suffer from mental issues. He was in Villisca on the night of the infamous ax-murders, and he openly admitted that he left town on a dawn train, minutes prior to the discovery of the Moore house corpses. He was left-handed, and the Villisca coroner determined that the killer was more than likely left handed due to blood spatter evidence. Kelly was allegedly obsessed with sex and had been caught peeping into windows in Villisca a mere forty-eight hours before the murders.
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The fact that Reverend Kelly was a sexual deviant may have played heavily into the motive for the Villisca ax murders and perhaps the trail of dead left behind in Texas and Louisiana. Dr. Epperly said that he believed the murders were of a sexual nature. When speaking of Villisca, Epperly mentions other towns that are often connected to crime scenes committed by the same perpetrator.

“There are three theories behind the Villisca murder,” said Epperly in a 2013 telephone interview. “One, it was a traveling serial killer probably riding the railroads and it was the same person who killed the people in these other towns (Colorado Springs, Colorado, Monmouth, Kansas, Ellsworth, Kansas and Paola, Kansas). And that’s a viable theory, you could make a strong case for that.”

Epperly’s second theory delved into the marital misdoings of Joe Moore, who was murdered instantly in his sleep with an ax along with the rest of his family in their beds in true Ax-Man style. Epperly said that many in Villisca today believe that Moore’s affair with the daughter-in-law of a banker and elected state senator was the reason that eight people, which included six children, were murdered in Villisca. While the story serves a purpose with it’s moral and harbors resentment towards politicians and bankers, it seems a stretch of the imagination to think that those in power would risk losing it all, while murdering children only to satisfy some social insult such as an affair.

How is it that this unpopular banker-politician came to hire a murderer who performed a nearly identical crime of butchery upon a sleeping family? Was there such a motive behind any of the seemingly senseless murders across Louisiana and Texas? Was the Ax-Man a paid assassin?

Due to the convincing of the townsfolk that the powerful, wealthy politician and banker had committed or paid to inflict the heinous ax murders upon the Moore family, the Reverend Kelly was given a pass as the prime suspect. It was a popular belief amongst the townspeople that Rev. Kelly was framed and merely a victim of the evil banker and politician.

Epperly’s third theory was that of a sexual murder stemming from the discovery of one of the two children who were house guests and friends of the Moore children, Lena and Ina Stillinger. The Stillinger sisters slept downstairs as the Moore family slept upstairs. Allegedly, the killer took such caution in his ax-murdering of six people upstairs that the little Stillinger girls were never roused from sleep. But as the killer lumbered with ax in hand towards the girls in the lower bedroom of the Moore house, it was believed that one of them, Lena, 12, did awaken to the sight of her ax-wielding murderer. Lena was found with her bedclothes pulled back leaving the young girl exposed below the waist, according to Epperly.

“The killer went to great trouble to spend some time in the house,” said Epperly. “He pulled down all of the shades. He had a lamp setting at the foot of the (Lena Stillinger) bed. He covered the glass and the windows on the front door with clothing that he had taken out of a closet, pinned it up. The authorities felt that what happened was that the killer came in, killed everybody and then he spent a fair amount of time in the rooms, in the house. And the suggestion was that he was probably masturbating in one thing or another. But they (authorities) didn’t collect any fluids or hair samples. They tried to take fingerprints, but there had been too many people in the house, and the scene had been contaminated.”

Suspiciously enough, one of the many spectators that gawked at the carnage during the time of the investigation at the Moore home was Reverend Kelly. Was it possible that the old adage of “a criminal always returns to the scene of the crime” was true in the case of Reverend Kelly?

“Kelly was a preacher and he had been a preacher since he came to the United States in 1904 from England,” said Epperly. “And he and his wife, he preached all over the Midwest. He never stayed anywhere very long. He was very unstable, mentally unstable and financially unstable. He had finally given up. He’d been a Methodist preacher, and he decided to join the Presbyterian Church. And to get certified as a Presbyterian minister, he had to go to a seminary. He enrolled in the Omaha Presbyterian seminary in the spring of 1912. To get him money to afford this, and to support him, the president of that seminary had arranged a Presbyterian calling for him, a pulpit, that summer. And it was in a little town named Macedonia, which is about 45 miles northwest of Villisca. And it also, with that assignment, had Kelly come every two weeks and preach in two little country churches outside of Villisca. This was his first trip.

“The weekend of the murder, he came to Villisca to preach in those churches. And then on the night of the murder, Kelly stayed overnight with a Presbyterian minister, who lived about three blocks from where the murder occurred. In the morning he left on a train, he left at 5:19 in the morning. Nobody suspected him at all. But he came back in two weeks later for his regular, assigned preaching. Kelly stayed with the minister again. And on Monday morning, Kelly wasn’t scheduled to go back on Monday morning early. And so Kelly and the minister walked down to the murder house. And just as they were walking there, the state investigator... and the county attorney … and the city marshal were all getting ready to go through the house. So, Kelly and this Presbyterian minister kind of attached themselves to these three investigators. And Kelly went through the house. Kelly found a vial laying under the bed, no one else had seen it. Kelly thought that was a big clue. And then they talked about fingerprints and there was a smudge of a thumb print and then Kelly put his own thumb up against it to see if it matched.”

Reverend Kelly spent less time in the Moore house-turned-crime scene than a team of police and investigators after two weeks of detective work and yet he found something that no detective noticed: a vial under the bed of one of the murder victims. Perhaps Reverend Kelly was only trying to help, but it seems suspiciously convenient, as though he knew just what to look for. Was Kelly trying to cover his own tracks, by possibly planting evidence at the scene? Was it an attempt at some sort of plausible denial in that Kelly could not have been the murderer because he could testify that he had assisted the investigators?

Epperly claimed that people suspected Kelly carried the vial in his pocket and brought it into the house. Epperly also said that Reverend Kelly had become obsessed with the murder of the Moore family. He wrote letters to friends about the murders, and claimed to be a former detective who worked for Scotland Yard before coming to America. He also seemed to be overly enthusiastic about volunteering to help detectives and investigators and even gave the authorities a profile of who the possible killer might have been.

If Kelly was the Ax-Man down south in Louisiana and Texas, then why was he now arriving on the scene to help authorities. Perhaps in Kelly’s mind, the Negro families that he had murdered were sub-human. Did Kelly harbor the mind of a racist as well? Or was Kelly worried because it was the first time that he had killed a white family and the investigation didn’t close quite as quickly as they had in the black community?

“Kelly was delusional,” said Epperly. “In those letters that he had written to people, he did make some incriminating statements. I mean, he talked about that the killer was disturbed by somebody walking by (outside of the house), and he said that the killer heard that and stopped … he said that the killer had heard someone walking by. (Kelly mentioned) Things that the authorities wondered how anyone else would know about that.”

Besides the obvious differences of the victims racial make-up in Kelly’s alleged crime and the Ax-Man’s horror show in Louisiana and Texas, another clue surfaced in the Villisca case in the form of a piece of bacon. This piece of bacon, which was some four to six inches wide, was assumed to have been cut from a 10 to 12 pound slab of bacon found in the Moore house pantry. However, investigators did not try to match the piece of bacon to the Moore slab.

The detached piece of bacon was estimated to weigh two to three pounds and was found wrapped in cloth and leaning up against the wall. It had to have been an odd sight: the cheesecloth-wrapped bacon, which appeared ready for travel, near the bloody ax, in the downstairs bedroom where the Stillinger girls were murdered.

Was the killer packing bacon? Why? If so, then the bacon was accidentally left behind by the killer.

Epperly stated that many of the folks of Villisca shared the suspicion that the Moore family was drugged. The possibility of the sleeping families, who seemed to never rouse while the Ax-Man hacked away, being victims of a poison or a sedative drug was theorized, according to Epperly.

Could the killer have used the bacon to administer sedatives to the family who would ingest the pork? Would it not be a simple act of injecting the travel-sized bacon with a syringe full of narcotics?

“Some people have said that maybe the Moores got drugged by something that they ate,” said Epperly. “There is some evidence that the Moore’s had cookies and milk after church. You see, the two Stillinger girls were killed inadvertently in a sense. Nobody knew that (the Stillinger girls) were going to be there. If the killer had planned to kill the Moore’s, he hadn’t planned on killing the Stillingers. They had come to town and were friends of one of the Moore children, and the Stillinger girls persuaded the Moore’s to keep them over night. When they got home from church, they did have cookies and milk as kind of a treat for the kids after the evening service. And it was because they left dishes in the sink that people figured that out. Some people have speculated that maybe the murderer drugged the milk.”

Epperly said that only a calculating killer, who knew the Moores better than most, would know if the Moore family even had milk on a Sunday evening following church. Unless the Moores disclosed their Sunday evening ritual with someone at the Presbyterian Church, how would anyone know to poison the milk or the cookies?

Epperly eerily described details of the Moore murders, identical to the Ax-Man victims in Louisiana. Epperly spoke as to how it was thought that Mrs. Moore had been awakened after her husband had been dealt a fatal blow to his head, next to her in their bed. As she lunged forward, she was then knocked back down into the bed much like many murdered wives in Texas and Louisiana.

But how did the Ax-Man even know when a family would be asleep? Clementine Barnabet, herself, said that she would often peek through holes in walls and doors and peer through windows at night.

Reverend Kelly, unlike the other suspects in Villisca, had a record of being a “peeping tom” or “voyeur,” having been arrested in two different communities, just weeks before the murders.

Epperly said that Kelly had a long, sordid history of trying to persuade young women to disrobe for him. One damning piece of evidence against Kelly was used in a court of law, following his arrest as a suspect in the Villisca slaying in early 1914. According to Epperly’s blog dated February 8, 2010, Reverend Kelly was indicted by an investigating officer two years later.

“In those days, seeing naked women was a good deal harder than it is today,” said Epperly in a 2013 phone interview. “Kelly ran ads in the newspaper. And he got women to answer the ads. You see, he was looking for a stenographer, which is usually what he advertised for. Then when they would answer, Kelly would explain that he was writing a book on human passions and that he wanted them to type in the nude. He got in trouble over that, as you might expect. Also, when he was preaching in a town called Carroll, Iowa, he had two of his parishioners, young girls, 13, who came individually to his house. Kelly lived upstairs in a house and he was going to teach them shorthand. Kelly was a shorthand writer, typist and did secretarial work at times when he needed money. He got the girls up to his room and then he showed them photographs and drawings of nude and semi-nude women. He tried to encourage the girls to pose naked for him so that he could paint them. He went to great risk to see women without their clothes on. He was in prison for it, in fact. He went to prison for a while. He actually went to a national mental hospital. Kelly actually went to St. Elizabeth’s National Mental Hospital because he was judged schizophrenic at the time.”

Epperly painted a picture of the night of the Villisca murders and possibly a peek into the mind of the Ax-Man himself based on Kelly’s own confession. It happened on a night, probably not unlike many other nights, that Kelly found himself struggling to sleep.

On the evening of June 10, 1912, the Reverend Kelly found himself wide-awake in the upstairs bedroom of his host, the local minister of Villisca Presbyterian Church. Though there was very little moonlight in the night sky that night, Kelly found it all too bright as he stared out of his guest bedroom window. Kelly was 119-pounds of nerves that night as he could hear the sounds of the minister and the minister’s family outside on the front lawn of the house, in a tent outside that warm night in Villisca.

Kelly knew that the minister of the parish had a throat or sinus condition that caused him to seek the comfort of fresh air. When he heard the minister’s family go quiet in the yard, Kelly knew that it was time. While the sweetness of sleep had overcome the Presbyterian minister and his family in the tent, Kelly was not blessed.

Was it images or voices that kept Kelly awake at night? Was it his worrisome financial situation?

Whatever it was that kept Kelly awake, alone in the house, caused him to take a walking tour of Villisca on that particular night. As Kelly shuffled eastbound in the dark, he came upon the Moore house, which was just a three-block walk away from the minster’s home on the same street as the Moore house.

Kelly stopped walking when he got to the Moore house. From the lighted windows of the Moore house, the Reverend could easily see the children, obliviously getting ready to say their prayers and go to bed. At that moment upon glimpsing the children, Kelly heard a commanding voice. Kelly identified the voice as that of The Lord’s voice.

“Suffer the little children to come unto me,” said the voice upon the night-time air.

Kelly answered the Lord. His shifty eyes peered into the darkness of the backyard, seeking out the family’s woodpile or coal shed.

“Yea, Lord, thy servant heareth,” said Kelly to the blackness.

“Slay utterly,” was the only reply to Kelly from the nothingness.

Kelly’s hands fumbled around the pole of the family’s ax from the backyard. He marched up the steps and entered the house, which would for the next 100-plus years be known as “the murder house.”
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When Kelly would stand trial five years later, newspapers revealed that he saw, from his guest bedroom window, a shadow out on the lawn that night of the Moore house slaughter. Kelly said that a voice emanated from the shadow and told to him to “slay utterly.” Kelly took the shadow and the voice to be that of God and so Kelly said that he followed the shadow as it lead him to the church. The voice then told him to “go further” and so the shadow lead Kelly to the front door of the Moore home. The voice spoke again, telling Kelly to “go further, go up.” Once inside the room of the four sleeping children in the Moore house, the voice told Kelly “Suffer little children to come unto me” to which Kelly replied “They’re coming quick. Yes, Lord. They’re coming now.”

“It wasn’t always an ax,” said Epperly about the chosen instrument of death in the Midwest Ax-Man murders. “It was an ax in three cases. It was a length of pipe in one case. And it was a murder in Paola, Kansas, which I’ve always included in the set because it was very similar, in that one where the murdered used either a coal pick or a mason’s hammer. The murder weapon made like a punch, it wasn’t a blade.”

By Dr. Epperly’s own assumption, as the expert in the Villisca ax-murders, Kelly was the prime suspect in the case of the Moore murders. He said that it was very difficult to read about the other Midwest murders and not think that this string of murders were committed by the same person.

“People always ask me if the murder could be solved,” said Epperly. “Of course, it could never legally be solved. There’s not going to be an opening of the case and a trial of somebody. I mean, obviously the person is dead by now. But one of the things that would solve it for me was if I could demonstrate that Kelly was in any of these other communities at the time of these other murders.”
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Epperly said that if Kelly did commit the ax-murders of the Moore family, he did some strange things in the house before or afterwards. A black skirt was taken from a dresser drawer or closet and used to cover a large mirror in the home. After leaving the family bludgeoned and unrecognizable, Kelly then covered the heads of Joe and Sarah Moore with their own bed-clothes, and wrapped gauze over the face of the Moore’s young son Herman. In fact, the killer in Villisca covered all of the children in a similar manner. Katherine Moore was found with a dress over her face, while Boyd and Paul Moore were covered up much like the Casaway family crime scene in Texas. The killer washed his hands in a bowl of water, extinguished a lamp at the top of the stairwell, locked the doors behind him and walked out into the near dawn of Sunday morning.

Two clues that favor Reverend Kelly as the killer, or even as the original Ax-Man, were as follows: Kelly sent bloody clothing to a laundry service in Macedonia upon his arrival from Villisca and allegedly told an elderly couple, who were at the train depot at approximately 5:19 a.m., about the massacre in town that was not discovered until some three hours later.

The Reverend Kelly was arrested in the spring of 1914 for “sending obscene material through the mail” while he was living in Winner, South Dakota, according to Epperly. Kelly’s dirty little ad seeking a “girl stenographer” to do “confidential work” ran in the Omaha World-Herald. When Kelly received a reply from a 28 year-old woman, he specified that she must be willing to pose nude as a model, and typing in the nude would be a necessity in her role as a stenographer. The letter was turned over to the woman’s preacher as she sought the advice of her spiritual counselor. When police and postal authorities got involved, they enacted a sting operation on Kelly. The good reverend was later arrested as a result.

Kelly was convicted easily as the evidence was stacked against him. The court sentenced him to Leavenworth federal penitentiary in Kansas, but then ordered that Kelly be remanded to six months in St. Elizabeth’s National Mental Hospital in Washington, D.C. as a paranoid schizophrenic. Kelly was then “cured” and released from the hospital by the autumn of 1914.

“After the crime in Villisca, Kelly drifted around,” said Epperly. “Most people think that he went back to England, but he didn’t. He was interviewed in a newspaper and stated that he was going back to England. But, he didn’t have any resources. Kelly was absolutely destitute, he and his wife. And he ended up in New York State. He was at Howells, NY in 1921 or 1922. Then he took a job in Chester, New Jersey.

“When he was in Chester, Kelly was the state chaplain for the New Jersey Ku Klux Klan,” said Epperly. “There was a revival in the Klan in the 1920s. Particularly, the Klan was very big in the North, in certain states like Indiana had a strong element. And New Jersey did as well. It was anti-black. But more than that, it was anti-Catholic, anti-immigrant, anti-Jewish and kind of a ‘nativist’ movement. Now, Kelly was preaching at a Congregational Church in Chester, New Jersey, and then he ended up in a town in Connecticut. He was in a small town, a smaller community, outside of Hartford, Connecticut. He got into some trouble there. He got into trouble in Chester, New Jersey. He fled town in the middle of the night. He and his wife went to New York City. I think that he got caught peeking in windows in Connecticut and New Jersey because there was some kind of a stigma associated with whatever it was.”

According to Epperly, Reverend Kelly is listed in the 1930 U.S. Census records for Manhattan in New York City, after which the trail goes cold. Epperly said that he identified the census record as the final piece in the Reverend Kelly paper trail. To this day, it is unknown what became of Kelly or where his final remains are buried.

“I got some fairly reliable information that Kelly died in a mental hospital in New York,” said Epperly. “I got it, second-hand, from someone who got it from England. New York is very sticky about releasing information on mentally ill people. So, it’s been very difficult to verify if that is true.”

Epperly said that many historians have claimed that Kelly was admitted into the Willard Psychiatric Centre in Western New York shortly after the 1930 census. While making that claim, researchers have unearthed more clues about the suspected villain of Villisca such as a draft card that placed Reverend Kelly at the Bowery Mission in 1942. Epperly said that the information on the draft was verified as true and that Kelly, indeed, was still alive and preaching in New York, NY as late as 1942. Kelly would have been 64 years of age. Allegedly, Reverend Kelly was believed to have lived into his 70’s and died in the 1950’s with a date of death that has been unverified.

If Kelly was the Ax-Man was he still killing in New York? Did Kelly’s involvement with the New Jersey KKK make him a prime suspect as the Ax-Man in the South, slaughtering black families with extreme prejudice?

However, the Moore family and the two Stillinger girls were not of any ethnicity against whom a KKK chaplain of Chester, New Jersey would harbor prejudice. The Moores were a Presbyterian family of European descent. If Kelly was the Ax-Man, is it possible that he was merely an insatiable murderer of children with a blood lust for ax-swinging carnage?

Perhaps it was the sight of the Moore children at the Villisca Presbyterian Church on the night of June 9, 1912 that triggered something in his treacherous, sinister mind. Considering the fact that the Ax-Man had already slain twenty-five children in Louisiana and Texas, perhaps Kelly now had an acquired taste for “suffering the children to come unto the Lord.”

More than twenty-five children were murdered under the Ax-Man’s blows. A theory behind it all begins to take shape. It is a theory that connects the Reverend Kelly to perhaps the largest unsolved serial killings in the history of the United States and would make him the leading murderer of young children as well.

Though Reverend Kelly was arrested in 1917 for the Moore house murders in Villisca, he beat the charge. It should be noted that, incredibly, Kelly confessed twice to the Villisca ax-murders before the trial even began. He even signed a confession, which it was argued later that Kelly had signed under duress. The elderly couple at the early morning train depot in Villisca had changed their original story, or had seemed unsure of their original deposition against Kelly. Kelly, after confessing, recanted before going to court. A first jury convened and was hung, 11-1. A second jury acquitted the good Reverend. The killer in the crimes, for which Kelly was charged and confessed, was never found. The case of the Villisca ax-murders and the Ax-Man murders in Louisiana and Texas are unsolved. They remain so to this very day.

In 1917 during Kelly’s trial for his involvement in the Villisca ax murders, it was reported that Kelly preached “blood sacrifice” in many of his sermons. This sheds light on the Sacrifice Church in Louisiana. The “human sacrifice” being practiced in Louisiana amid characters like Reverend King Harrison and Clementine Barnabet, could link back to Kelly. The theory of Kelly being possibly networked with, or the leader of, a band of crazed, religious folks in Louisiana and Texas only appears more plausible when there is witness testimony referring to Kelly as a “religious fanatic” preaching human blood sacrifice.
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Chapter Seven

Before-and-After 
Theories, Clues, Legacy

Havner: “You got the ax in the back yard, didn’t you?”
Kelly: “I don’t know. I cannot remember.”
Havner: “You know you were there. You know you did. I have been looking into this matter for years. Now tell me. Don’t sob that way.”
Kelly: “I was insane. What did I do that for?”
Havner: “Don’t ask me. Which did you kill first?”
Kelly: “I suppose I killed the children first.”

– from a printed portion of Reverend Kelly’s 1917 confession

In many ways I felt like Iowa Attorney General Horace Havner of 1917. I had been looking into the matter of a series of horrific ax-murders for years in my spare time, as if trying to solve a 100 year-old murder mystery for fun.

When I first discovered Reverend George Lyn Jacklin Kelly and the Villisca ax murders, I felt something in my bones. I knew that Villisca was the missing link in the Ax-Man murders of Louisiana and Texas. Perusing documents, the facts and the blood-soaked history and theories of Villisca and the Moore murders, I discovered more ax-murders across the country. Villisca led me to Colorado Springs, which led me to the Pacific Northwest in Oregon and back to the Midwest. Each section of the country was touched by a series of death-dealing “Ax-Men” it seemed. Then when I noticed that the murder dates in Villisca never overlapped the Louisiana and Texas crimes and those national dates never overlapped and seemed to correspond with all of the other nearly identical ax-murders in small towns that were all linked by railroad, I was floored. This alarming fact pointed to an unknown epidemic in American history. The whole of my developed theory caused a sensational emotion that felt as if a bubble had burst in my mind. I was enlightened to the darkness of the killer himself. The killer that I knew “down here” in Louisiana was the Ax-Man.

In Villisca, the killer was a Presbyterian minister. In my mind (and possibly Havner’s) and beyond a shadow of a doubt, the murderer of the ten sleeping families in my home state and the neighboring state, in which I had a number of relatives, was Reverend Kelly. Upon first sight of Kelly’s visage in an old photograph or two, I knew that I had my man. With the biblical quote left behind at the Lake Charles crime scene, the extensive travel by rail across the country, the morbid confession and the affiliation with the KKK, Kelly struck me as the most plausible suspect in all of the murders. The fact that Kelly was destitute and constantly on the run, from state to state, revealed a man who had nothing to lose. Ultimately he lost nothing and probably lived longer than he should have … longer than his victims did.

Further research indicated that Kelly could have well been killing from the year of his arrival in 1905 or shortly thereafter. While most historians try to encapsulate, or relegate, the Ax-Man murders to the years of 1911 to 1912, there are “before and after” murders. It is very possible, according to my research, that Lake Charles was one of the first places where Kelly may have started in Louisiana.

As early as February 11, 1910, there were reports of the Ax-Man style murders in Lake Charles; Minnie Hodge, a black woman, and her two year-old son on Jackson Street in the Goosport section of Lake Charles. Jackson Street, which was a block to the east from Rock Street, is still there today. Rock Street, of course, was where some two years later Felix Broussard and family would be axed to death in their beds. It should be noted that the neighborhood of the two sites in North Lake Charles is well within walking distance of the train station. In 1910, however, there were no printed reports of religious fanatics and voodoo or even of the Ax-Man.

On the other side of the murder time-line, there was perhaps the last documented crime of the Ax-Man, which could have very well been Reverend Kelly’s last swing of the ax in 1914. It was April 3, 1914 in Arkadelphia, Arkansas when the reported news of another sordid ax-murder came through the wire. The Lake Charles American Press ran the story that recalled the gruesome crimes in Louisiana and Texas in 1911 and 1912. The Arkadelphia murders saw the brutal killing of Mrs. Elijah Francis and two of her children in their home on the night of April 2, 1914. One child, Francis, escaped with his life.

Shortly after that early spring date, Kelly was arrested for his mailbox solicitations and sentenced to six months. If he had been sentenced or even arrested in May, he would have still been out and released by the autumn of that year, which would fit perfectly with Epperly’s timeline of Kelly’s history.

In his book, Inquisition For Blood: An Outbreak of Ritual Murder in Louisiana, Georgia and Texas, 1911-1912, William Ivy Hair, of Florida State University’s History Department, introduced the Peach State of Georgia as a killing ground for the Ax-Man. According to Hair, during the same months of the Ax-Man’s first visit to Texas similar murders occurred in Georgia. Hair wrote that from April to November of 1911, some 13 Negroes were hacked to death with ritualistic overtones in Atlanta. While details varied slightly, knives were found to be the weapons and young, solitary ladies were mutilated outdoors and not in bed. In one instance in Atlanta, it was reported that a woman’s heart had been carved out of her body and placed beside her, left to be discovered by authorities. A black Atlanta newspaper, the Washington Bee, said that authorities were unsure if one of more Negro men had committed the vile atrocities upon the women in the night, yet the mainstream press dubbed the serial killings as the “Black Jack the Ripper” murders. However, by November of 1911 the Georgia killings stopped. The killings resumed that same month in Lafayette, Louisiana.

In the opinion of this author, it was the same killer traveling by rail. Fleeing town in the middle of the night or with early dawn train departures as he was known to do, Reverend Kelly comes to mind. Furthermore, it is very possible that Kelly knew, or at least met, Clementine Barnabet. Quite possibly, yet without proof, a traveling Presbyterian minister or preacher might have attended various congregations across the small towns in the South. Clementine was clearly a young girl in 1911, who possibly sought out religious ceremonial events as an antidote to boredom and some form of entertainment. It is quite possible that with his history of soliciting young women, Kelly may have met and propositioned Clementine one day near a train depot in Lafayette or at a Church of The Sacrifice gathering. When he placed the ads in the Omaha paper seeking a stenographer to type and pose for him in the nude, perhaps Kelly once had this in Clementine.

The confession of Clementine is an interesting one that flags many indications of a serial killer. The fact that Clementine claimed to “dress like a man” and wear men’s clothes while murdering could be an indication that she was lying to protect a man who was the real murderer; something not uncommon in many serial killers: transformation.

The transformation theory that was proposed by The Silence of the Lambs author, Thomas Harris, is one that could have played a part in Clementine’s account of the murders. Combined with religion and/or magic and ritual, the belief in the attainment of transformation can be a lethal concoction.

Peter Levenda wrote of serial killers in his Sinister Forces series. Levenda also touched on a word synonymous with the serial killer, “insanity.”

“Just as Freud sought to understand the human mind by examining its pathologies, we come to understand not only the substance of our own souls by studying the serial killer but – as authors of serial killer fiction such a Thomas Harris have implied – also the possibilities of our transformation,” wrote Levenda in Sinister Forces-Book Three: The Manson Secret. “We seek, in the blood and madness and gore of the serial killer’s frenzied occupation, the rites of a shaman, the illumination of the magician, the ecstatic trance of the medium, the possession by a god.”

While it should be noted that the part on transformation and magic and ritual pertains to Clementine, she was deemed “sane” during her trial. Perhaps Clementine’s diagnosis was only to get the trial underway and result in a speedy verdict. Then there is Kelly who was found to be “mentally ill” or “insane” by the courts.

“Readers may be forgiven if they believe that ‘insanity’ is a clinical term, a medical designation,” said Levenda in his book. “It is not. It is a legal term, and pretends to describe a state of mind in which the accused is unaware of the difference between right and wrong and therefore incapable of making moral choices.”

It is quite possible too that Reverend Kelly knew Reverend Harrison of the Sacrifice Church, as men of the cloth might flock together. Kelly had a perfect disguise to infiltrate the religious, black community.

It is also interesting to note that the Ax-Man, or Reverend Kelly, may have been a stereotypical “snow bird,” which is a term for one (usually of European descent) that travels south in the winter months and returns north during the summer months of southern heat and humidity. It should be noted that nearly all of the horrific Louisiana and Texas murders occurred in the late fall and winter months, while murders like the one in Villisca happened in the summer time, or near summertime, months. The Ax-Man knew how to ride the rails and when to ride them.

As my theories of Kelly grew, I wondered how he accomplished his devilish crimes. How did he murder dozens in their sleep without waking them? The theory of “drugged” bacon being found in the Moore home in Villisca comes into play and could be a plausible, fascinating clue in the horrid ax-murders.

As most of the Ax-Man’s victims were considered to be “dirt poor,” who then could be a trusting figure within 1911 and 1912 society to give alms unto the poor in the form of food? A traveling preacher, especially a white preacher from England, could have picked out a poor, Negro family and knocked upon their door bearing gifts of bread, beans and bacon. A slab of bacon injected with morphine or other narcotics could have lured a family to an early bed-time and a sound sleep.

Would anyone have thought it suspicious of a priest to give food to the poor? Would the scene of the crowd-gathering, growing Church of the Sacrifice not have been a good one for a villain such as Kelly to hunt for victims?

The theory of the Moore family possibly being poisoned originated in Villisca, which was the place where Reverend Kelly with his keen eye at the crime scene discovered a vial that possibly contained some narcotic concoction or possibly chloroform. The bacon that was found near the murder weapon in the room of the murdered Stillinger girls was found to have a large cut or gash in the bottom of it. This very well could have been the point of injection or lacing to put a family to sleep. However, Epperly’s prevailing theory is that the bacon was used as a hand-held masturbation device. That theory may fit Epperly’s belief that the murder inflicted upon the Moore’s and the Stillinger girls was a sexual crime.

Could Kelly have committed the crimes in every region of the United States alone? The author believes so even though it is yet to be proven. If Kelly did not act alone, then it is more horrifying to think that there were, for some reason or another, a great number of Ax-Men working the railroad line communities. There were too many, neatly organized ax-murders of families in their homes in bed committed between the years of 1910 to 1914 to be a renegade band of killers loosed upon the night-time world. If there were a Human 5 in Lake Charles, there would have been more than one set of clues whereas there were none. One meticulous killer could have taken the time and carefully cleaned up a crime scene and performed his ritual. More than person at a crime scene would have been noticed by detectives and there would have been a sloppiness and inattention to minute details like window curtains drawn, shades pulled down, furniture in place and the locking of the door to the Moore house behind the killer after finishing the deed and taking the house keys.

Particularly in 1912, if Kelly was not acting alone there may have been dozens of other Ax-Men working in concert, committing nearly identical crimes across the country with no apparent motive. If there were a group of killers riding the rails, could this then explain why there were so many ax-murders in 1912?

For me, it was too many similar crime scenes to be believed that more than one person was the Ax-Man as one single ax was always left behind as the identified murder weapon, with the exception of the crime scene in Beaumont, Texas which saw two. Even in Beaumont, only one ax appeared to have been used in the crime. Even in the case of the Human 5 theory, which hypothesized that five killers may have been working together in one house at night, doesn’t hold up to the fact that one solitary murder weapon was ever found. Occasionally knives might have been found, but it is possible that the knifing of victims occurred post mortem as investigators were led to believe that even the bashing of the victim’s heads continued after death. In the case of the Moore killings in Villisca, investigators believe that Joe Moore, the father of the Moore family, was struck in the head about 30 times with an ax. They also believed that a majority of the blows happened post mortem.

The theory that all the crimes were committed by the same individuals is not a new one. A modern-era blogger simply known as “Inspector Winship” is very well versed in the criminology of Villisca and all of the serial ax-murders across the country during the early part of the 20th century. Winship claimed on his website, which is www.gettingtheaxe.blogspot.com, that he believed all of the Midwest murders were indeed connected and possibly done by the same lunatic. Winship also addressed the Louisiana ax-murders and dispelled the theories of the Ax-Man and “the Axe-Man of New Orleans” or the “Jazz Axe-Man of New Orleans.” The jazz-loving ax-murderer of The Big Easy was real, but only comes across as a copycat arriving several years later than the Ax-Man murders of Louisiana-Texas featured in this book. While the Axe-Man of New Orleans showed up late for the party, in 1918, the fear of the original Ax-Man was still playing heavily in the minds of Louisiana inhabitants. The Ax-Man, the author believes, was killing long before 1918 and possibly before 1910.

Winship wrote of The New Orleans Ax-Man and his theory around the murders. He analyzed the Jack the Ripper-styled letters to the New Orleans newspaper the Times-Picayune and noted obvious similarities to the Jack the Ripper murders. Among other things, Winship said this pointed to nothing more than a desperate attempt at copycat killings.

As if the Axeman was some kind of toe-tapping “Angel of Death” on Passover, the letter demanded the citizens of to play jazz music in their homes on the night of March 19th in order to avoid a visit from the Axeman. This letter lead to the writing of the song “Axeman’s Jazz.” The majority of questions about the Axeman of New Orleans naturally are of the “Do you think they are related” variety.  So, do I think they are related? No, I do not.

Winship claimed that the New Orleans ax-murders, which have been the subject of the television series “American Horror Story,” were nothing more than a Mafia war of sorts between two Italian immigrant families in New Orleans: the Matrangas and the Provenzanos. The two families were fighting over control of the grocery store industry in New Orleans, and the murders helped to facilitate extortion and fear in the city. Though not really a mystical basis for a horror story, the tale takes on a gangster feel. It should be noted that voodoo or witchcraft or black magic theories were never really a part of The New Orleans Axe-Man lore.

Winship paints a picture of another sordid, but real-life character, “The Shotgun Man” of Chicago. Winship drew a parallel between Mafia tactics and the New Orleans Axe-Man murders in his blog.

In Chicago, the Shotgun Man rampaged through “Little Italy” in 1910 and 1911, killing people whether they were business owners or not. In New York, Black Hand organizations would blow up a business without warning then send letters to other business owners in the neighborhood demanding money lest they become victims of the same crime. I believe the Axeman of New Orleans was one of the last episodes of Black Hand activity in New Orleans. The end of the Axeman’s reign of terror coincided with retirement of Matranga Family boss Charles Matranga and the rise of Prohibition era Organized Crime and a more subtle Racket.

Getting back to the Ax-Man profiled in this book, there are obvious questions that readers may ask: Couldn’t the Ax-Man murders in Louisiana and Texas have just as easily been perpetuated by hate groups like The KKK?

It’s not very plausible for KKK members, or wannabe-racists, not to have announced their presence in the South when it came to fear-mongering and the murder of blacks. The real revival of the KKK came in the 1920s as was pointed out by Epperly. It should be noted that D.W. Griffith’s film The Birth of a Nation, which heralded the Klansmen in the mindset of the illiterate as avenging heroes fighting against the degenerate black race, was not released until 1915. And as mentioned earlier, the murder of black women and children began in Lake Charles as early as 1910.

Not once in any crime scene detail or newspaper report of the Ax-Man murders was there any evidence of KKK propaganda or materials such as a burning cross on the lawn of a murdered family. The Ax-Man was far more sinister and calculating, preferring shadowy fear rather than blatant fear-mongering and rabble-rousing. The only connection to the KKK was via Reverend Kelly, who (as mentioned previously) became the state chaplain for the New Jersey chapter following the release of The Birth of a Nation.

As things often lead back to Kelly, many have questioned how he could have murdered so many with his small stature. It has been dismissed by critics and researchers (and possibly even jurors) on the grounds that Kelly was physically too small to heft a large pole-ax and murder a family in their sleep. To those critics and skeptics who do not believe that Kelly possessed the physical strength to murder with an ax, I offer two words: Lizzie Borden.

Perhaps the centerpiece of the most famous of all unsolved American ax-murders, Lizzie Borden was acquitted of the 1892 murder of her parents. Coincidentally, Borden and Kelly were roughly at the same age when they became suspects in ax-murders. There are differences, however, between Borden and Kelly in popular perception. It is interesting to see that while many might perceive a 32 year-old woman as capable of ax-murder, many historians of the Villisca ax-murders dismissed the idea that a 32-year old man of the cloth could be capable of wielding an ax for murder.

As I discovered and compiled the evidence against Reverend Kelly, much like the Attorney General for the State of Iowa did many years after the Villisca murders, I believed in his guilt. What I could not fathom was that, with Kelly’s confessions amid evidence and witnesses’ testimony, he walked away a free man. How could Kelly have beaten the charge against him?

I suspected that as a young lad growing up in England, Kelly may have reveled in the tales of Jack the Ripper. Certainly, England’s most notorious serial killer was something that a young George Lyn Jacklin Kelly might have fixated on in his youth, as he seemed enthralled with the Villisca ax murders during his time in America.

Growing up in England, Kelly would have been well aware of the act of covering mirrors in the home of a deceased person with dark cloth or blankets, as was a part of a British tradition practiced by some in the 19th Century and the early 1900s. This traditional superstition would appear in more than one crime scene of ax-murdered families, but famously it would appear in the form of a clue at the Moore house crime scene in Villisca.

Did the tales and legends of Jack the Ripper awaken something dark within Reverend Kelly while he was in England? Did this darkness lead him to hide behind the collar of a priest and the Holy Bible, possibly even to curb his inner demon?

While there is no direct proof of Kelly having an obsession, the evidence and the lore of Jack the Ripper became front-page news in England, gaining popularity worldwide. For all of the evidence and yarns of Jack the Ripper’s unsolved crimes, there was one group that was explored and theorized upon having some connection with England’s serial killings. This particular global organization, who is no stranger to conspiracy theories, just happened to be one to which the Reverend Kelly belonged.

Reverend Kelly joined the brotherhood of the Free & Accepted Masons at a Masonic lodge in Galva, Kansas in 1909. As it turned out, Kelly had been preaching in Galva at the time when he was made a Freemason. The city of Galva, which was located in McPherson County in Eastern Kansas, existed along a main railroad line in that state. Moreover, looking at a 1915 railroad map of McPherson County it is easy to see that the area was an epicenter of rail travel, a hub connecting Chicago to the West and East Coasts. There were so many railroads listed on the 1915 maps, the lines take on a coiling, serpentine nesting ground of iron, coal, railroad workers and railroad tycoons of the day. Then there was Reverend Kelly, who in the midst of all of this, became a brother, speculative Mason.

What contacts could Kelly have made in Galva? What bonds could have been forged with his newly found brothers in the Freemasons? Did the timing of Kelly’s induction into Freemasonry in 1909 coincide with the earliest of ax-murders, which began in 1910? If not, and if Kelly was the Ax-Man, was the good reverend ax-murdering before becoming a Freemason?

Joining the brotherhood meant that Kelly was on equal footing or “on the level,” with aany judge, railroad tycoon or politician that was also a member of the fraternal organization. According to Epperly, who confirmed my suspicions of Kelly’s Freemasonry, Reverend Kelly was not a Catholic and grew up in Ireland, living in the Ulster region. Living in Ulster and not being Catholic, Kelly was free to join the Masons.

Kelly made the comment that he was happy that he had been raised … in that part of Ireland where he could join The Masons. Again, he was born in England but his family was living in Ireland … his father and grandfather had both been non-conformist preachers in England. They weren’t Church of England, but they were preachers.

According to Epperly, Kelly even published a book entitled, The Divine Art of Teaching. Epperly said that he knows of only one copy of this book in the United States, shelved in a seminary in Texas. Epperly said that he did not recall the name of the Texas town whose seminary housed the only copy of the only book penned by the man who possibly committed the largest set of unsolved serial killings in U.S. history. Epperly, who has researched the book and was able to have it loaned to him temporarily, said that the near 120-page volume written by Kelly deals with the importance of teaching, and how it is an art form that must be used. Epperly said that in the work Kelly did not make any reference to sacrificing.

Thinking on Kelly’s book and what he termed “the divine art of teaching,” I though of Clementine Barnabet again. If Kelly had met Clementine, was it possible that he was teaching young Clementine about ax-murdering? It should be noted that Clementine, herself, stated in her testimony that she had others watch how to do in a family with an ax. Was it possible that she was once a student in training, observing as Kelly taught his divine art of murdering families in their sleep?

If Clementine and Reverend Kelly did ever meet, it was more than likely during a church or religious setting. Kelly would have been attracted to her sexually and impressed by her fervent religious and spiritual beliefs. Could Clementine have been the perfect distraction for Kelly and his dirty work? Did Clementine give up her own father on the word of the preacher man, Reverend Kelly?

It always struck me that Clementine was lying on the stand, especially as the murders continued during her trial. Furthermore, her testimony seemed like she was covering for someone else, as she never did reveal any names of those involved in the Human 5.

Whatever Clementine knew of Kelly she took it with her to prison as she was sentenced to life for the murder of seventeen people. It is believed that Clementine died in prison in Louisiana. It is also believed that upon her conviction, the charges against her father, Raymond Barnabet, were dropped.

The one thing that Kelly and Clementine had in common was that they were both charged suspects in horrific ax-murders. The pair also made their confessions to the murder charges. Yet, Kelly walked away, a free man. How could this have happened?

Being a Freemason, Kelly could have, at any time during his trial, made a signal or hand gesture that could have been received by a Freemason judge, who then could have sentenced him to a mental facility rather than prison. Kelly’s use of the “secret Masonic gesture” could have been received by a Freemason juror, who was a part of the hung jury that voted 11-1 in Kelly’s murder case, thus freeing the good reverend (and brother) Kelly.

Does this mean that Kelly was part of a conspiracy to kill as commanded by his Grandmaster Mason? No, it doesn’t (though some would argue against that theoretical question). Could Kelly’s affiliation with the Freemasons have made it possible for him to evade justice or conviction? Yes, it is very plausible that in the world that was the United States in 1917, a brother Mason might have gotten away with a lot more than he could today (though some would argue against that theoretical answer).

The idea that a conspiracy was behind the Ax-Man murders is not very likely. That a group of psychopaths could have orchestrated a spree of nearly identical crimes across the country with none of the dates overlapping, was a stretch for my imagination. Theories persist that a massive industrial-corporate conspiracy, which centered around the railroad lines, was at work in the murders. Within the bounds of this conspiracy theory, it has been suggested that political motivation was behind the Ax-Man murders. As author Marilyn Hudson suggested (covered in chapter five of this work), perhaps the murders were the stepping-stone to “land grabs” and fear-mongering for the sake of real estate/financial gain by railroad companies or regional governments. Epperly mentioned a similar theory, which was projected by Phillip Jenkins in his book, Using Murder: The Social Construction of Serial Homicide. Jenkins’ book posited the numerous ax-murders across the country from 1910 to 1920 as a way of implementing some social change based on special interests’ agenda by causing “moral panic” within communities.

When it came to the matter of railroads and finances, many would argue that Kelly did not have the economic means to travel by rail. It is possible that Kelly was given some sort of “ministerial pass” via the church or the rail company and allowed to travel the rails at a discounted rate. Perhaps Kelly could have even acquired a pass from some of the murdered rail worker victims. No matter, for Kelly did spend a great deal of time traveling and moving from place to place across the country. Lack of money did not seem to stop the destitute Kelly and his wife from traveling the country. One can almost picture the dwarfish Kelly, asking for a donation as a clergyman sent to travel the railroad lines to preach the word of God, bound for glory.

A quick visit to the Ax-Man’s former killing grounds, the neighborhoods of today, where the murders occurred more than 100 years ago, would shoot holes in that theory. Most of the neighborhoods today where the Ax-Man struck seem to be in a state of blight as if they are suffering some curse of the Ax-Man to this day. Within earshot of all of the neighborhoods that I visited during my research, the sound of trains could be heard whistling like they did more than 100 years ago. The neighborhoods are usually within view of a railroad line or within walking distance to the tracks. The tracks were in place when the Ax-Man visited these neighborhoods and they remain today, an eerie reminder and facilitator of sorts, delivering and providing the getaway for a harbinger of death.
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The Crowley, Louisiana neighborhood was the poorest of these old neighborhoods plagued by the Ax-Man. The homes and the feel of the Crowley streets looked untouched by time.

In Crowley, I discovered the home of Perry Joseph Yokum, 51, and Alrena Solomon, 68, where the couple had lived for about 25 years on a street once called “Short Street” and possibly described in the murder accounts of Marie Warner in her children, who reportedly lived between 6th Street and 7th Street. Short street was the only one that fit the description, though it is now re-named “Lennie Johnson Street.”

Upon my inquiring of family names mentioned in the 1912 newspapers, Mr. Yokum said that the Berdsong family once lived across the street as he claimed to remember from his childhood, stating that all of the Berdsong family were now deceased. This was the right place, I thought, as Mrs. Berdsong was the neighbor who lived across the street from Marie Warner and her children in 1912.

The modern day house, where Yokum and Solomon live, looked as if it were a “morphed house.” These types of houses were once small cabins that were later pieced together to make a larger home. As the empty lot next to their home might suggest, at least half of their home, I believe, was the Ax-Man murder cabin of Marie Warner and her kids. The exterior of the house, which was now coated with pink paint, appeared to be at least 100 years old.

Eerily enough the house also still rests as the last house on the street and probably less than 25 yards from the railroad tracks. Eerier still, Yokum took me to the side of his home which faces the tracks and showed me something in the ground. It was a large headstone overgrown with grass and soil. There were no visible markings or chiseled etchings on the large slab. With the absence of markings, it was safe to assume that the Louisiana rain had worn away the name or names on the stone. I presumed then that this mystery grave-stone must have been more than 100 years old. At that moment, squatting close to the ground over the headstone, I imagined the plausibility of Marie Warner and her children entombed in the ground beneath me as the result of some pauper burial in a place that was once the Warner front yard.

The Lafayette neighborhood, where Clementine Barnabet lived and where the fates of the Andrus and Randall families were sealed, is perhaps the nicest neighborhood of all of the Ax-Man’s 100 year-old crime scenes that I visited. While the area of Madison Street near downtown Lafayette appeared blight free, there is some superstition that remains on the block.

Sonya LaComb, of the Historic Preservation Commission of Lafayette, said that she had two intriguing encounters when it came to a certain house on Madison Street. Known as “The Blue House,” which is on Madison Street in Lafayette, this turn-of-the-20th century home has rattled some members of the black and white community. LaComb said that the mystery surrounding the home has never been solved. However, it is believed that the block of Madison Street once housed the Guidry home, which saw Clementine Barnabet come and go as a domestic employee of Mrs. Guidry. If it is the location of the Guidry house, then it is in one the backyards near the “Blue House” where Clemetine’s bloody clothes were discovered in 1911 within sight of the railroad tracks to the east.
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LaComb said in a 2014 interview that of the two individuals that she knew personally in regard to the house, one was a white woman (whose name shall remain anonymous) who claimed to have grown up in the house. When LaComb, who was interested in the property for historical significance, questioned this elderly white woman about her childhood in the home she would shut down. Various members of the black community in the neighborhood had implied that something bad went down in the one-block area of the Blue House, something that none will speak of to this day.

LaComb said that another anonymous elderly woman, now deceased, mentioned something about the block of Madison Street some 10 years ago. The woman was an active member of the Catholic Church and a minister to the homeless, who would often walk down Madison while blessing each side of the street with holy water.

“The woman told me that she could bless both sides of the street, she just could not bless the whole street,” said LaComb. “She said that she couldn’t do anything for the middle block of the street. Someone warned me about the 500 block of Madison. And the only warning was the houses had been blessed, but that the streets and the sidewalk was off limits. I thought it was hocus-pocus. But when I asked about the blue house, I couldn’t get anything out of anyone or anywhere with anyone. All I was able to get was that a family had vacated the blue house. No elaborations, nothing at all. And that made me wonder what was so bad about the blue house.”

Could some of Clementine’s dark magic have been performed in the house while she was a live-in domestic? Did the Ax-Man himself pay a visit or take an ax from the blue house on Madison Street? Could the restless spirit of Clementine Barnabet still be performing some of her house-keeping duties, which included sneaking up and frightening the owners of the house as disclosed in the testimony against her, in the house today?

If this were a ghost story, then I found the ghost of a house one afternoon after driving westbound on Interstate 10. I passed through my hometown of Lake Charles and headed for Beaumont, Texas to find the murder house of Hattie Dove. The house at 1428 Cable Street was gone; nothing remained save for skeletal plumbing that protruded like bony fingers from the overgrown grass on the grounds of the empty lot. A year after the murder, a church was established nearby. The signaling horn of a train seemed to engulf the neighborhood as it did more than 100 years ago. The neighborhood still remains predominantly occupied by members of the black community and is riddled with various public displays of Christian crosses apparently to ward off evil, perhaps the evil of the Ax-Man.

Leaving Beaumont, I set my course back to my home-town of Lake Charles, to look for the Felix Broussard home, which I believed that I had discovered in 2011. I wanted to take in the old North Lake Charles neighborhood one last time. I also wanted to find a neighborhood elder to interview, as it was my custom to find the oldest living person in the neighborhoods once visited by the Ax-Man.

During my drive back to Louisiana, I thought about what Peter Levenda had written on serial killers and their connections with the priests or shamans of our society. Levenda theorized in Sinister Forces Book Three: The Manson Secret, that if adult abusers were merely “acting out” what they had experienced as a child, then what of the serial killers? Was it possible that serial killers were acting out a different reality and experience altogether? Was it spiritual or physical? I wondered.

I recalled that Levenda had a take on Mircea Eliade’s theory that the mentally ill “became shamans” because they had “succeeded in becoming cured.” Levenda put forth the idea that “those who were mentally ill (like Dahmer, like Gein), became serial killers precisely because they had not succeeded in becoming cured.”

With all of the voodoo fanaticism and a suspected holy man as a mass murderer that surrounded the Ax-Man murders, Levenda was right in his assertion that “shamanic impulses” have not died out in our modern day society. Levenda wanted to clarify that he did not suggest that serial killers could be holy or spiritual beings, stating that the “call to become a shaman is not necessarily divine; it could as easily be demonic.”

I thought about Levenda’s words as I drove into North Lake Charles, taking note of all of the church advertisements on billboards and the churches that seem to be growing in number along the highways of Louisiana. I thought of how it was obvious that society was hungry for some “spiritual impulse to celebrate, to worship life in all its forms, to experience spiritual ecstasy” as Levenda put it. However, the serial killer, Levenda said, makes up the “dark side of that force.”

I came to Jackson Street in North Lake Charles, the street where Minnie Hodge and child met their fate. I was a block away from where the Broussard family was slain. I wondered what the family looked like. Were the Broussards mulatto, or light-skinned, as one theory suggested that the Ax-Man, or Clementine Barnabet, were targeting mixed-race blacks?

I thought of William Ivy Hair’s summation of the Ax-Man murders. Hair was of the belief that it was a black on mixed-black crime from the beginning. I also believe that Hair posed good questions in his writing on the theory.

“It seems reasonable to hypothesize that in the mind of the violence-prone black of the early twentieth century,” said Hair in Inquisition For Blood,“ the mulatto would make a convenient surrogate for the hated white man. Even the many murders of 1911-12 received scant notice at the time, and no commentary since. Were these ritual slayings a relatively isolated phenomenon, signifying nothing more than the madness of a few individuals? Or were they a spectacular manifestation of something deeper within the Afro-American experience?”

In North Lake Charles, signs of the Ax-Man’s visit to the old neighborhood are evident to this day: the blight, the hopelessness, the fear and crime. It seemed that in this neighborhood and all neighborhoods where the Ax-Man had been, the night seemed darker. Even during the day in these neighborhoods, there was a darkness that was ever-present.

I took photographs of the house that I believed was the Broussard family’s. On the other side of the street, I saw a man washing his car in his front yard. I walked over and quizzed him about his neighborhood’s history. I asked him about the murders, the Broussard family, the Ax-Man and The Sacrifice Church. He knew nothing. The only thing that did get a reaction was when I asked about a Reverend King Harrison, of The Sacrifice Church. He did say that when he was a small boy, growing up in the neighborhood, he remembered a Reverend King, a really old man, who would walk a donkey up and down the streets. He said that kids would flock to the donkey, and Reverend King would give the children rides on the donkey. If it was the Reverend King from the the Ax-Man lore, he would have been about 85-90 years-old at the time.
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Upon a tip from the same fellow, I arrived a the doorstep of a lifelong resident named Marian Jackson. Being on Jackson Street, I wondered as to the location of the house where the Minnie Hodge murderstook place. Was Mrs. Jackson’s house the Hodge house in 1910?

Mrs. Jackson, who was sweet as apple pie, opened her door to me after I told her why I had come. I daid I was a reporter working on a story about the Ax-Man and the murders of 1910 and 1912 in her neighborhood. Mrs. Jackson told me me that she was born in 1929. Her mother gave birth to her in the very same house where we sat on this day and talked about the Ax-Man. She gave me a brief interview.

“Oh Lord, yes, I surely do remember hearing about the Ax-Man when I was just six years-old,” said Mrs. Jackson. “It was 1935, you know, but people were still talking about it even then. People were still scared. Parents used to tell their children about the Ax-Man so that kids would make sure to lock the doors and windows at night. I remember hearing that some parents used to stay up in shifts, where a mother would stay up until midnight and then the father would wake up and stay up while she slept.”

From the interview with Mrs. Jackson, I was able to gauge that, in 1935 in Lake Charles, some 23 years after the last reported Ax-Man attack, folks still lived in fear in the black neighborhoods. As if it were a hereditary thing or a family heirloom, fear of the Ax-Man remained. The real fear may possibly have been instilled due to the fact that no one was ever captured as the Ax-Man. If anyone had heard about a conclusion or closure to the horrifying tale, it would have been the black community. As the Ax-Man slowly faded from the headlines and into obscure and unearthed history, the fear settled in the neighborhoods and took root it seemed. The Ax-Man stories may have fallen on deaf ears of a younger generation who simply relegated them to some urban legend, a myth or the “boogey man.”

As I watched Mrs. Jackson fix me a cup of coffee with her massive German Shepherd at her feet, I wondered if the Ax-Man was the reason that Mrs. Jackson kept the large dog in her home every night. More than 100 years later, she would lock her doors and double-check the windows before she went to bed at night. I wondered if Mrs. Jackson’s parents were the first generation to start locking the doors and barring the windows at night in North Lake Charles, after the mythological “good ole days” that I’d heard about as a kid, when no one in Lake Charles had to lock their doors at night. Watching her smile as she brought me coffee, I was certain that she did her nightly security check as her parents probably did ever since the Ax-Man came to town.

Mrs. Jackson, who probably knew nothing of a Reverend Kelly or unsolved murders in Villisca, Iowa, took her first sip of coffee and sat in silence.

“It was so long ago,” she said. “But it really happened.”

“What’s that?” I replied.

She smiled. Then she repeated,

“He was real, you know?” she said, grinning. “The Ax-Man, he was real.”

 

.

 

 


The Ax-Man: Time Line Of A Killer

1909

12/04/1909 – Cleveland, Ohio – woman and two children slain by apparent knife or ax murderer.

12/1909 (unconfirmed date but after the above) – Cleveland, Ohio – woman found murdered near RR tracks.

1910

1/ 1910 – Rayne, La. – unconfirmed family thought to be Wexford family were allegedly ax-murdered.

2/11/ 1910 – Lake Charles, La. – Minnie Hodge ax-murdered in Lake Charles, two blocks from where the Broussard family would meet their fate some two years later.

10/1910 – Cinncinati, Ohio – body of Mary Hockney found alongside a Canal Ridge railroad with head crushed from possible ax-wounds.

1911

January 26 1911 – Crowley, La. – a family thought to be the Byers family, which included a father, mother and child were murdered. This was the first Crowley family to be murdered by The Ax-Man.

February 23, 1911 – San Antonio, Tx. – Cassaway family murdered in their sleep and arranged by the killer post-mortem. While many dates state that the Cassaway murders happened in March and April of 1911, articles reporting on the matter indicated that the Cassaway murder happened before the first Lafayette murder.

Feburuary 24, 1911 – Lafayette, La. – The Andrus family becomes the first Lafayette family to fall victim to The Ax-Man.

March 1911 – reports from San Antonio begin to surface in newspapers across the country in regards to the Cassaway murders.

August 1911 – Booneville, Indiana – Lee family axed to death in their sleep.

September 1911 – Colorado Springs, Colorado reports of two families (six people) murdered in one night, the Burnham family and the Wayne family. One victim was to be Blanche Wayne, who was found murdered in her sleep by ax-wielding assailant who left the weapon at the scene and allegedly washed his hands. Mrs. Wayne was found with her head covered with bed clothes, believed to have been covered by killer.

October 4, 1911 – Monmouth, Illinois – William Dawson family reported as having been axed to death.

October 19, 1911 – Ellsworth, Kansas – Showman family of five are reported murdered. The family’s telephone was found covered with clothing much like the Villisca murder where the Moore’s mirrors were covered with bed clothing.

November 27, 1911 – Lafayette , La. – The Norbert Randall family becomes the largest slaughter of The Ax-Man under one roof to the date with the murder of six family members.

1912

January 19, 1912 – Crowley, La. – Marie Warner and her three children are murdered in their sleep.

January 22, 1912 – Lake Charles, La. – The Broussard family is found murdered at the height of The Ax-Mania.

February 19, 1912 – Beaumont, Texas – Hattie Dove and her three children died at the hand of The Ax-Man.

March 26, 1912 – Glidden, Texas – Monroe family murdered.

April 12, 1912 – San Antonio, Texas – an unidentified family of five murdered by The Ax-Man.

April 13, 1912 – Hempstead, Texas – an unidentified family of three were found murdered.

June 10, 1912 – Villisca, Iowa – The Moore family and two houseguests are murdered.

June 14, 1912 – Paola, Kansas – Rollin Hudson and his wife are reported murdered just days after the Moore family in Villisca, Iowa. The crime scene is nearly identical to Villisca and robbery was reportedly not the motive in this crime scene as was in the Louisiana crimes.

December 19, 1912 – Columbia, Missouri – Mary Wilson and her daughter Georgia Moore are reported murdered with an ax.

1913

June 10, 1913 – Harrisville, Missouri – The Arthur Kellar family is reported as victim of an ax murderer. The wife, who survived the attack, was placed on trial and thought to have committed the murder. Curiously, Arthur Kellar was a railroad worker at the time at the time of his murder.

In the opinion of the author, this is possibly the last of the true Ax-Man murders as committed by killer known as The Ax-Man.

November 1913 – Muskogee, Oklahoma – B.F. Richardson and C.S. Everett are just a couple of victims in the “hatchet fiend” cases that began in November to January of 1914, when a A.H. Orcutt survived the midnight attack of a double-axe wielding assailant.

With the popularity of Villisca and the Texas and Louisiana murders, Oklahoma sees perhaps the first “copycat” killer known as The Hatchet Fiend.

1914

April 3, 1914 – Arkadelphia, Arkansas – Perhaps the first Ax-Man “copycat” killing occurs in Arkadelphia where Mrs. Elijah Francis and two children are reported murdered in their home as one of the children, a young son, escaped the unknown killer.

July 6, 1914 – Blue Island (Chicago), Illinois – The Mansfield-Mislich family was murdered at night in their home. However, Epperly said that he believed this to be an isolated incident not connected with Villisca or the Gulf Coast murders as the case saw a confession from an immigrant by the name of Casimer Arezewski, who turned himself in to New York authorities shortly after the murders.

Reverend Kelly is tried and sentenced to six months in mental hospital in Washington, D.C. for a federal postal charge. During his stint at St. Elizabeth’s in Washington, D.C., not one family is reported as being ax-murdered in their sleep.

1915

Following his release from the federal mental hospital in late 1914, Reverend Kelly spends a bulk of 1915 , on probation, and under close scrutiny of officials in Sioux City, Iowa. That same year there are no reported ax murders in the United States.

Kelly was also arrested for the Moore-Villisca murders in the Spring of 1916, which also saw no families murdered with an ax in their sleep that year.

1917

Reverend Kelly is put on trial for the Villisca-Moore Ax-Murders.
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Thisisa 1912 phulugraph of the Warner home in Crowley taken by A.M. Dickin-
on and used in his Utica Saturday Globe feature story.
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NEGRO WOMAN AND BABY FOUND

- MURDERED-IN BED TODAY

_ Munale Hodge, a negress, and her
wo year old boy, wero found dead
I bed about 10:30 o'glock this fore-
“noon; haviug been butchered with an
ike at thelr home in-Jackson mear
Rofic strests; Goosport.

Elijah Hodge, husband Gf-the mur-
dered. oman and fatherof. the boy.
and’a negro named Abrahain Potter
are belng held at the parish Jail to
awalt the action of - the coroher's
Jury and further Investigation.

From ail Indlcations, _thé _crime
WaS COmmIET Weanesaay BIEhL. 1
‘Was—tho—opinion-of —Coroner W, L.
Fishér that the, megress and the
baby had besn dead quite a while,
and.that such was. fhe case was evi-
dent from the ‘condition’ of the bod-
tes. . i :
_The coroner’s jury was empannell-
&d ‘end viewed the bidy;. but no fa-
vestigation. was made because of the
peculiar conditions_surroundiag the
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Pending  Investigation.:

téstimony ‘might throw turther Jight
upon: the mafter fs the opfalon of
the oficers.at work on the,case,
over, and It Is ot unlikely at least
ote and perhaps more will be tn fall
bofore the mrecting of the coroners
Jury ‘tonlght, L
Sherift D. J. Reld and Deputy
Sherilts- Spatks, _Gauthfer, ~ Porkiis
and’ Reeyes arc™on the case, having
goné to-the-house immodiately upon
being iaformed olh¥*affalr. They
placed the two negroes under arrest

at the house after g hurried lnvestl-
gatlon. .

The.bodies ~Or G~ Woman and
the child were terribly mhngled. The
woman's head was split open and her|
bods. was, one-great open wound, the
murderer having evidently hacked at
it time after time. The child was
ot so Badly mutilated, bt its head
4nd face were terribly crushed, while|
its body was ‘also’covered with mfa-
or wounds. ~The-bed-was a pool ‘of

NURDERED AS
THEY SLUNBER
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S Persms.
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NEGRO WONAN AND

FOUR GHILDREN

MURDERED I CRONLEY LAST NIHT

GHASTLY CRIME DISCOVERED IN

A HUT IN WESTERN PART OF

THE CITY TODAY—FAMILY OF FOUR HAD BEEN BRAINED
WITH AN AX—CORONEW'S JURY IN 8ESSION BUT

THERE i8 NO CLUE

TO THE MURDERER

Another borriblo crime In the coom
town section of the city was discover.
ed at noon today when the dead
bodles Gt Marlo Warner, a. colored
woman sbout thirty years old, and
her throo children were found In |
hut 1n the “Promised Lend® All
four had been siain with an ax ani
the bloody Implement was fousd fn
tho houso but no cluo to the mur.
dorer bas so-far beon found.

‘Marlo Warner and bor childron Ye-
sided In a two room hut botween|
Siath and Boventh atreets, sbout twol
blocks west of Westorn avente. Tho
children woro Pearl, & il aged nice|
years; Garey,.a boy aged soven, asd
Harrlet, a gifl aged fve. Tho wo,
min bad been separated from het
husband about four years aud 1t 3
underatood o 1s lving o Besumont.

Tho hut In which the family lived
s divided Into two apartments, ong
In the front facing on the stroef and
the other In the back. There is an
ontrance both [ the tront and n
the back, and from the latter it Is
\upposed @ho murderer gained pd-
ittance, a3 the back door was found|

the Investigation was

open ”then
made_today.
It was o litle before noon today
when tho dlscovers of the crime W
Tunde.  Harrlet Crane, mother of tho
or womin, called at her housol
nd the cottago _apparently|
empty. She crossed the stroet 10
the hiome or & negro named Dorse
‘Bordsong to inqulre whero-her daus!
ter was, but Berdsons was unedl
1o give hor amy iaformation. They
went back to tho but togethr and

on & bed In the front room:

From the appearasce of tho hous
1t ¥oulddoem that ‘at east some of
ho"Gecudats wero Killod (o tho back|
room and: thelr bodles moved o the
tront 'A1l Tour waro found 1y

dication of
posed thioy wero killod I their sieor.
A Dloodatatnod ax, found In_the
réom whore thet dead bodios lay, 18
tho_only evidence that has so far
beon discovered. Dr. M. L. Holfpaulr,
deputy cotoner, 18 boWling an Inquest
this attornoon aad has empannelled
a jury_composed of L. B. Cornett,
. A. Hdrmon, A O. Sigur, T. O.
Guldry ‘aadl Joft Fristo. Tho shorlt
force atd tho police department are
also actively st work on tho case.

Uu to 3:30 this afternoon nelther
the coroners jury mor the officers
bad boen able to find the siightest
clue to the murderor or murderers
1t Is belloved the crime was commit
ted last nlght after the faully had
s0n to sleep. Tracks In the back
yard lead 1o the belfef tht more than
ope porson was implicated In_tbe
orlme, but this Ju merely a matter £
conjoéture. Tho promises are being
carefully guarded and it fs stated
that tho offcors wiil sond for & pack
o blopdhounds to put on the trall
In the hope of running down the mur.
dorert;
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Negro Cult Performed the Rites of
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Lafayette, La,, April 3.—In a most
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‘The infamous Moore house in Villisca, lowa still stands as a bed-and-
breakfast type of tourist attraction in modern day Villisca.
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AXES OF EVIL

The True Story of the Ax-Man Murders

Th ax-man murders of 1912 in Louisiana and Texas left a bloody trail of evidence

that points to the largest, unsolved serial killing in the history of the United States.
1’ a tale of ritual murder, voodoo mayhem, and wholesale killings that leads the
reader o

hocking train ride across two states and into the chapters of a real American
horror story. The fiendish slayings of 10 sleeping families nestled in their beds s only the
beginning of the terrifying account of a true crime that remains unsolved. Axes of Evil sheds
light on an unwritten part of American history and uncovers the American “Jack the Ripper.”

Todd . Ellottis a Louisiana native and author of A Rose By Many Other Names:
Rose Cherami & The JFK Assassination. He Is the morning radio show host on
WUUU-FM in Covington, Louisiana, and has been a freelance writer for more than
20 years with his work appearing in such publications as Jambalaya News (of
Lake Charles), Lagniappe Magazine (of Lake Charles), American Press (of Lake
Charles), Crowley Post-Signal (of Crowey, La,) and The Abbeville Meridional (of
Abbeville, La). He is also a reguiar columst for LakeCharles.com, where he
publishes short story fiction.
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An interior shot of the Warner cabin following the murder of Marie Warner and
her three children, taken by A.M. Dickinson for use in his story featured in the
Utica Saturday Globe in 1912.
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Dickinsoris photograph of the Andrus home, where five were shain by The Ax-
Man in Lafayette in 1912. The photo was used in a February 1912 edition of the
Utica Saturday Globe.
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A 2014 photo of Perey Joseph Yokum, Alrena Solomon and Donald Joseph

Solomon of Crowley, La. The house pictured here i believed to be part of the

‘Warner family home, complete with a weathered combstone in che front yard.
“The family has lived here since 1988.
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A church in Crowley, Louisiana still stands
today in the neighborhood where the Ax-
Man attacked more than 100 years ago.
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a Back shot of the former Broussard home as it stood in 2011 with an eerie
# reminder ofchecrime scene and a broker window near the back door
where the Ax-Man was believed to have inseribed
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Featured in the February 17, 1912 edition
of the Utica Saturday Globe, an illustration
by Dickinson to capture the sense of height-
ened security during the time of The Ax-Man
murders in Louisiana and Texas.
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‘The Randall house as photographed by Dickinson. As it was noted in the 1912 fea-
ture story, the building in the background had occupants which heard no outery of
the six murders. Not pictured was a building used by members of “The Sanctified
Sect?” who held a “religious service” in Lafayette on the night of the murders.
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He was woring An a sermon on tne
theme. “Slay Utterly.” He had heard
Gypey Smith deliver & sermon on that
subject and had been greatly impressed
by ft. When he could not sleep, he said
he ot up and sat on the bed.

“I heard a noise that sounded like a
windmill and went out on the balcony,”
the confession reads, “but when I ot
out there the nois> ceased. I went
into the house azan, but still I could
not sleep, and then I dressed and
arted for a walk. still studying my
sermon. It was ther a quarter of 1
o'clock.

“I went down tn the Presbyterian
church and stepped there, but 1 heard
a voice sa I went on
to the end of t¥

“As T came up to the Moore house
I saw a shadow. and I heard the voice
say, ‘follow the shadow.’ 1 follow=d
back of the Mosre house, 1 saw an ax|
Iying on & heap of cubblah. I picked
up the ax by the handle, and again the
voice sald, ‘'R0 on! Slay utterly! Fol-
low the shado

“The shudow led to the front door
of the houre and went in. 1 followel
it. Again the volce said, ‘o further—
go up!' I thought I was climbinz
Jacob's ladder.

“[ went into a room where four chil
dren were slorping.

“Then the voice of ()1 sald, ‘S.av
utterly! Suffer little childien to come
unto Me!*

“I answered. ‘they're coming quick.
Yes. Lord. they're coming now!’

“I took hold of the end of tne ax
handle and killed all of the children 1
Kiiled the children firat because chil-
dren have bothered me all my life.”
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A CHURCH OF THE “BLOOD ATONEMENT.”
RUILDING AT LAKE CIARLES, L4, GIVEN TO SANCTIFIED SECT TOR HOUSE OF WORSITY

[The. stricturs was (0 have been moved (o snother slte and made ready for |ta new we whea the
shockirg Luchery of fie meambers of the Eroussard tmily checked the plan.]

Photo taken by A.M. Dickinson featured in the February 17, 1912 edition of the

Utica Saturday Globe. The photo was taken in North Lake Charles near the crime
scene shortly after the murders in that town.
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In Lafayette, ‘the blue house” stil stands today as a subject of local lore
and mystery that could touch on the morbid murders of the Ax-Man It is [
believed that chis home could have been the house occupied by Clementine |
| Barnabec a che cime of the murders.






