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entangled in the linee and go wondering frem drcle to circie
like: lmsl sowls ameagst the stacs,

Thig dane he hegan Lhe sereine

Aok rilnal,

AGRELL'S "' MAGICO-NUMERICAL "™ THEORY
0OF THE RUWES

A criTigue of Professor Sipard Agreell's ' magieo-nimerical
theory of the mines can most convemenlly be espressed m the
form of a review of hiz Senanfll svserieaTzion velr Rovdisk
ranmari® He haz elaboraled his thoory soveral Himes clsewlue 2
but nowhere soexplicilly as in this beok, The book iz admittedly
semd-popular and this entails certain dizadvantages (notably
the tather inadegoat: decumentation).

Hefore v uttemnpt any estimate of the pesbabiliry af 1he
rheory it will he aceccszary to ldicate very bieelly Lha present.
stute ol munologion] stodiss,

The onigin of the Germanic runic wlphaet—an alphabat of
vlvieonsly  LPuropean type armanped in oo order strikingly
different to that of any other—ulfords o problem still unzelved.

1 itpokbelm [oonier], 1937 ; pp. a7

¢ Mnoummas Galmystik ool dess antdka farobild,” Sheifter sigitne
et Tetenskepe-Soctsteton 3 Lund, val. ¥1 {ro23) 1 ™ Tur Fruae nach (leny
Uraprung der luncanamen,™ i, vol. X [1gai) 0 ' Stnlier | semonlite
bolsstavEmyscil,” Erwh, sevi o deozd}:  Rdlatenena ohl fergilor
och andra runologiska problem,” Kusgl Rusoesidishe welenskesysams
Fumder § Lued, desleritielse rgz-30, LD " Thie spditantike Alphabot
mypatik und die Bogenpsihe' id, 3e-ge, V) Laeppireemsor ook
vurstdgl, Tgaq an wldch it ia also sugpestsd that the mesic signs on the
Lappish divination-drama ara due b runde influomee) .
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Thric chief subjects arize for dizcussion: [I) the letter-forms,
(2} the charactermstiic order, (3] the rune-names.

There are to-day Lhres main Lheoties as to the origin of the
rune-forms - TAY that Lhe runes aeiginated from the Latin
lapidary alphatel ® {H) 1hal they srimnated among the Goths
round the Black Sei from o maxture of Greck st Taelin leltess
forma gither lapidary* or cursive® (2] thal they orimnated
ameong the 3onth Germons from the Alpine-Celtic alphabets,
wlicll may concizely be deacribed as Morth [iruscan slphabels
undergoing gradual Letimisation ® To all these three thoorivs
there are both advantages and disadvantages and it s safc to
sy Lhat, to-day, anyone whe ventores to form bis own opinicn
a5 bo the relative merits of the three must be a zpecialist in the
four celuvant epigeaphies—-Runie, Latin, Errusean and Greek.

Much more weark has been dons an the eune-forms than on the
ather two problems, the order and the names. Mamsltander, it s
true, haz attempled an esplenatino (e git) Lol it is so little
planzible thal wo prand purpase cun e servad Ly swonmarising
it here.

The chisef muent of Agrell's runolegical worle is that, whatever
we tay [hink of his conclusions, he has elaborated [with a preat
dexl ol luaraing] = line of approach to the problem which, intlat
it conceniratos on the order and the names rather than on the
rute-lorms, ia atrikingly new.

After u short introductory chapter Agrell praceeds, in Chaplar
O of the book under review, to an account af the cults ol the
late antique.  Ile describes thoze of the Magua MWater, Tsls (wirh
zeme accnunt of magic of the late Fereprian 1ype, particnlarly
the Sathic Wuck magic), the Dea Syrda, Tupiter Dolichen s, and
the Baalim, 1lc devotes considerable space Lo Milthraizm ami
suggests Lhal the Germans came into contact with the Qeurisling

TL. V. A, Wimnmer, Lie fluwenscheift: Bl Podotacn, dasbeger foy
nordick (Ndbyndighed og 1fistoris, 1oz, po 37

LS Bogge, Norges indshrifter med de widre vener.

0, won Tiriesen, M sumsbriftens bivkowst aoud geaion Aride for
wordindt fifolesi, 1931, p. Ao A,

€ BTarzlrrulor, Morsk tidzskvift for Rprogridenskap, |, By F.; llanmar-
stetiny, Ffudier i novdish fileingd, wol, XX, a0, I
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Mithraism of Tfacia‘and Meesio. He further callz attention to
same peints of Eddaie oy lthalogy which he would azeribe (not
very sdansiblyd to Mitheale intloence

His thied chapter is devoted s description of he astendogy
of the late antique which influerced Mithieaism coosideralsly,
[e attemptz to show {again not very plausibly) (it che Eddiie
poemn Gelmnismdl, which recoucnts the heawvenly soits of the
pods, betrays the infuenee of Lhis jeenology,

The next twe elaplers dew] with olphabelic magie. An
exanple will serve bo moke Agrell’a method clear,

Thore iz a catacomb-inzscription reading :

+ + + X

PaXx A
ALBCOFGKTLIMN I ABCLIE S

if wo give to cach letrer ita ordinal pumber in Ul alphabet
(g=1, =3, rtc) and add up the walues [oimel for each group
of letters we find: PAX<13+1—21=37; =imilarly,
ADCDEGRILMN = p4=2x37; TS=37; AUCDE, A, X
: 37, The whole tetal 185 —g5x37. Accurding to Agecll Ui
repeated corurrences of the number 37 {=PAX) are striking
{ci. wlso the Gresk mapiv iormols XMI which aiso * adds up "
to 373 ¢ the number 5 i important in Cheistasn magic {ef. the
¥ e wounds of Christ '),

in Chupter 1V a new {and plausible) =olution of the famius
numerical cryprograms in the Apocalype: is offercd and in
Cliupler ¥ & nurnber of Latin and Greek exwmples of alphatelis
magic {ximilar to the ene given above bol in general not so
eomvinging} wre deidt with, Some of these ure of Mithraic and
Serhic eharacter,

Chapter ¥1 deals with e " Porgamun-Bawl™  This is a
divinatien-bowl of ¢ 200 An. Tt consiats of 2 dise vaverod with
magic signa.  Towards its outer edye are three concentric circles
divided by cight symmetrical radi, Uwy giving twenty-four
enmpartments, while its central portien s Jivided info eight
seclors. | ach compartment of the dizse is filled with a2 oumber
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of wmagic sighs aod maoy of these are obvioualy Grock lettera,
We now come te a control point in Aprell’s tleory : on the
Ferpamnum-Bowl we have a divizion of the twenly-frur lelters
uf the Greek alphabet into thres zets of eiglit for purposes which
are chvicusly magical and we alse hase this same divisien of
twenty-four letters into three sets of eight (i) in the Ger-
roanic ronic alphabet.  Asrell suppests that thiz similarity is net
due 1o clance, but to the fact that the disrupted order apparent
i e rynie alphabet is doe oooa rearranperment of Lhe leliers for
magieal purposes moedelled oo semcthing wery like the er-
gamum-bowl,  Ile then procveds to correlate the contenta of
the individual compartments of toc dize with the Germanic
tunes, talen in order.  One exaunple must sufice to illnsteate his
melhod.  In the second compartinent there appears a Nsh,
Mauny of the mapic sipns o the disge resemble delazed Feyptian
hivtoplyphs and Agrell suppests that this Geh iz oltunately (e
ligraglypl meaning " disgust ™', a Nsh was used 10 Lke lale
antiquy wership of Isis to indivaty sviocthing demonic, evil
Mew in Agrell’s runic alphabet the second rone (the thipd
according to the normal arranpement—-—see below) iz the thprs-
rune ol Anple-Saxen pires * demen M) rmorecver, the namber
2 iz connected in Germanic folklore, in late antiguo miysticiam
aud i oriental magic with something demonie,

O this link in the Pheory i oy b sadd that it depends on the
strenpth of the individual correlations ; on the whole these wre
not very convincing {scv {urther below), Moreover, the woin-
cidence that stoikes Agrell as s0 surprising—that o bodl: 1y
tergamum-bowl aned Fhe ronie alphabet we hove o division
o 24 betlers inge 3 sels of B—iy surcly not at all surprising ;
there are wnly Lwe cotvenient wayy of dividing 34 3=8 or
4 x4 {lur 3 = 12 would give log large. groupsh

Lo chy, W, WIHI and 1%, the author devotes himseli more
particularly to the runes thenselees, diccussing their origin
and pames, and, in moch grealer detadl, Uwir magical implica.
tion. In ch, ¥1l, at considerable lengel, he mives hiz reasons for
dizagreving with the so-called * western " thoodes of Mamstron-
der aod Uedersen, [t will, of course, be obvious tv the reader
that Agrell's * magical " theery is incompatible with them both.
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That vue of the chief purzoses of the ranie alphabet was Lo
cast zpells, bringing geed fortune or ovil to the person against
whom thoy were directed, s an acecpred fuct, Wlen the ranes
are tnentioned in Old MNorsc ltersbure, it nearly always
sbresses their magical propeorties.  [6 i, for insiance, by the
power of runes, cut in a piece of deift-woodd, thal death comes to
Crrertir the Strong on the island of Thangey, and equally by their
power Ehat Epill Skallagrfmesnn heals a dyiog woman in YViaom.
land. Even e word ringy, Lbesides omeaning " ronie letters”
iz freely uszed Lo nply ' ornvslenes,™ 'eecrets Y 0 meaning
whieh i well sopperted Ly toer Grermmanie dialectz.

It s wull known, boe, that numoburs played a sipnificant part
i the apmplivation of mugic during heathen tiines in Seandinavia,
though the walue of individuol putibers tomadns obacore.
Zome of them were undoubtedly believed to be suered, or, wl
least, cndowed with pecoliae power. We read that the pre-
phetezs, to wham Fplesps i attnbuted, remembered nine
worlds, and that Onn learned nine magic #mes feom the son
of Holfar.

Similar cxamples vould be multiplicd, amwd o parlicolarly
interustiog feature of Drof. Aprell's book is thul bu mukes w
scholarly attempt o unite the runes with numericul megic,
In addition, however, to the examples whick he oives of the use
of runes and nombers, we may mention anether which shows
how closely the two were related.  In the Hdoamdl {T38-150), we
riad that Gfinn huos for nine nights an the tree Yggdrasill or
* (finn's horse," and, at the end of that time, he peered dowm
and discowvered runes. In this pagsaee, more clearly than in any
other, we see Bowr clogely (he runes were bannd ap with oomesical
tieagie, and il is enlnrianate that to: aukhor el ool Lake iU inin
acvaunt in the work which we disenss,

Muny of the cxtant runic inscriptions, it s true, spell words,
whicl pive an cusily saluble meaning, but there nes skhees, for
which no philclegical explatation @ peesiide. They tay consiat
af s reesr shall we say, of elght o-runes, ar of apparently meaning-
lass words ke @bosmrs or dursatmea, B s in such cascs as these

-that Agrell 2 Lest able 1o appdy hiz theodss of numerical magic,
and, it will be agreed, his tesulic are aften rematkalile.
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[ Ehwe gutlior's "[JiTI'iﬁIII runin Ir1;4.|:_:1'|‘. i nul‘hiﬂg mere Lhan a
Germanic development ol the alphabetical and numerical cults,
which were derived from the east, and practised w0 ardunlly
during the Tnkc anlique periad,  lach rune is, thereforg, suid o
havy w nemeneal value seeording to 14 position inthe alphabel,
and its mvstical sigmificance corresponds to the labe aobigue
bolicfs, I their names, all of which ore substantival, Agrefl
gees symbolz of relisious veneration.

It Is unfortunate, howesrer, that the conyventirnal order of the
Jupark, o cunic wlphabuet, provides no satisfoctery clue, It is,
therefore, neecssary bo maice stme alteration,  Ooly Ly e
moving the initial f-runc to the end of the alphabet, is it found
possible to achieve positive results, and it is on this sugmestion
that o great part of Agrellz theory ozt stand. Thos, the
tunee w-F-a are put in the order of 1-2-3, 2id cn this basia their
maicu] meaning iz discossed.

It will e aticed khat the aatnor Ands it hard to 2ubetantiate
hizs theory of wpark, as cpposed to fufark for it can haedly be
said that any direct evidence iz available.  Sueh evidence as
the runes themselves provvide is found oo the Kylver sweog,
which was discovered in Goitlandd, aod is said Lo dule (rom the
beginting al the Ofth century.  This inscription, then, gives the
surlicet tumie alphabel which Is in any way complete,

Lnlike pther inacriptions of tiie same nature, however, it deoes
not hegin in the vsual woy with an feune. Instead, the fese
ruae corgists of & perpendictlar line, which, Cormally, can be ng
othur than §- although - recurs in its established place in the
alpshabet.  Atter this initial sign, the inscriglioo continues
w-fr-a-r-, ale., aod though there are slight ircegularities, bath
of order aml Catmn, it Iz enly the last rune of the zerfes which
rEmaing nasndverl.

This iz a conplux wig-rune of the fir-tree type, and is com-
poserd of a perpendicular stroke, with six twigs on the lefl and
gight en the right.  Accerdingly, it should be the eighth rune
ot the sixth eetf or groap of eight. Since, however, the original
runic alphabot consists of only z4 sions, which were commoenly
divided dnlta Lhrey @tiv, it s hard to decipher this final symbol,
The anther, Lheodfory, soppests the following solution.  The



Cotlectanea 200

runic alphabet was: comanly weitten in the order beginning
FruePrae-r-f s L by with shght medification oo the Vadstena
bracleal, the Thames sword, aod i the ruoie poems,  In
addition, hgwever, 11 0s sugguesled that Loere wis anether arder,
paed [or magical purposes, aomd therciore knewn only to the
Initfated. I bl ooder, Lhe serics beson w-Fogr-f, owrd tie
rune F, whicl was normally writton first, neew vame wl the end,
and had the numencal value of 24,

The final rune oo e Kylver stone @5, thercfore, said ko be
Jeryplically expressed,  [For the magician, who was acquainted
with both orders of the alphobet, wishing to use the whark
order, would count first the three mfiir of the fupark, piviep
throe sirokes on the left,  Subzequently he would give che ot
to which his rune belonged aceording Lo Lhe spark sequence hy
adding further strokes on Lhe el Arcardinghy, the first three
strokez on the lell apply culy Lo the three @il of the fubark,
but every acdiional stroke on that side indicates an e ac-
cordding 1o e whark order.  Therefore, the eiphth rune of the
sixth @t eon be po other than f-.

Aparl Irom uny epigraphical problems which (he Hylver
slane may present, it roust be felt that, on Lhis point, the theory
hias been extremely hard pressed.  For, twugh there need be
little doubt that the firat rune is £, there dz only strained evidence
to show that the magician intended [ to be read in this cryptic
cypher at the encl

It, however, we ar: proparcd to accept the author's numerical
theories, aml willing to associate the runes with thy numerical
and alphaletical magic of the [ast, we will finel that Lhe Kylver
inseription afleras of striking interpretation.

Frepared fora gravy, it {a indeed appropriate that Ui alphaobet
should be preceded Ly {4 fur the rune 7 is number ten of the
whark, and el numbsr s said to imply death, Tis name fss

"y

{* foe ") Is readily associabed with 1Iel and with the cold of
Mitlheim, We are reminded Loo, that when Egill Skallagrimasan
came to Ll sick woman in Varmland (Epdesags, ch, LXXT}, he
discovered thal lier failure to recuver was due 10 a2 whale-bone,
¥ing in her bed, an which few runes were inscribed. e argu-

ment 15 mchly supporied with cxomples drawn bath frem
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Standinaviz and the east [see also the anthor's Lappirummor,
pp. 30 L.

It added together, the 24 runes which follow the initial i
amount to 300, and, thecelore, the tatal af Lhe whole saries s
300, or 31 <0 I Tallewing Ageell's svstemn, we add up Lhe s
runes on Lhe right, spelling the aneolved word selius, we find
.that. Llwir vahe 1 62, which again is 31 2. The total aumber
of Tumes on the ztone is 25 pluz $ or 31, This numkber 31, being
a pome naumber, iz sald to hove anti-demonic properties.
Accordingly, the predominating numbers of the whole inserip-
tivn are the anti-demonic 3r and the death number 1o, Tt iy,
“therefore, said to have had the dual puepose of binding the dead
man to his grave, and keeping demons ot boy,

It iz on s prineiple thot Frof, Agrell attempts both to inter
pecl Che inscriptions and to explain the rune names.  The firse
rune of the alphabet, aceording Lo the anlhor's spark theary, isu.
[n the Old Englizh runieproenn, 1his rany b5 ealled @ or ' aurochs"';
‘a name which olfers stoking anolegy to the. Greek alpha,
derived [rom w Sumitic word meaning *ox ' (of. Helrew
dlephl.  Aveording both to Mithralsm and ta the religion of
Loreaster, the bull was said to be the first in organic ercation,
and by the lgyptians, the bull's horns were waed as a symbel
of the beginning.

The zeconel rune is eulled in QUL forw {" thorn '™y, and in
(LA pures, 2 ward menning ™ trol],” ' demon”  In this cass, it
18 maintaimel, the Seandinavian name is Lhe more original, for,
arcording both to weatern and orlental suparstition, 2 is the
evil number,  Attention iz deawn Lo e exprossion den andre
ot the sceond,” meaning ' the evel oue™ said to be stil current.
in Skdne, and te the philosaphy of Zoroaster, which said that 1
secund was the evil, or unreal principle of Life. In addition to
the exwinples he gives, the author will, ne doubt, hove naoticed
the foilowiny words of Skirnir, as he utters theeats against
I'reyr's reluctant lover Grerdir ;

" pury izt gk pér ok prid staf,
wrgi ok edi ok dpala,™
These lines way be rendered : ¥ I shall engrave purs far thes
and theee cyne-staves, lewdness and rape and impatience.”
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Although this staternont iz obscure, weo may, at any tate, suggest
that the frst half-line supparts Agrell’s opinion,

Armong the most interesting of the auther's explanatian: of
runc-names is dss or "' god.”®  The number 4 iz readily wasomated
with the Christian trinity, and alze with ' The Three-tigured,”
@ name for Mithraz. Tt iz alse reminiscent of the three mani-
Fustations of Obinn in Guifarinning, called fdrr, Fafnharr and
fridi ar " Iligh," " Yqually High " and ¥ Third,™

The 11th or j-rune = called, in Felandic, &, which probably
mean: " harvest,” and, therefore, that rune and numier may
be zaid to symbolise feryility, and are associated with the god
Freve. We gre reaninded that on betialf of Breyr, Skirnir offers
Crerow 07 pelden apples,

The 13th rune, in QLE. Zok * yew, " is naturally assvelated with
Ullr, wha dwelt in Fduli ' ¥ewadalez '), and wasz anid te bo
s skilled in archeory.

Muminating as these dizcussions are, the sceptical reader may
aften feel cavsc for disguiet. Az an example, let uz take the
Toth rune of the paré, Asits MNorze name 860 would supgest, it
i« nayaciated with the sun Examples from oriental religions,
hawewer, to show that the number 15 was particularly sasred
to the sun, are few and indefinite.  Accordingly, we are shown
a picture of Heliee tn his chariot, with g crcle of NDfteen ravs
arownd hiz head.  From Old Norse sources, the evidenee would
seem to be alill less convineing, su our attention is drown to the
15Lh of Ofinn’s magic songs (2.6, Hévamal strophe 160). In thal
stroplie, winong other cryptic expressions, we find wne *' befare
Dwliings door,” For which the Interpretalion
been suggested. In other respecks b would seem remarkablc
that the author se rarely alludes 10 Ofinn's 1% =ongs, und that
they should so seldomn support. Lis theary. B will T agreed,
howewer, that as Aprell shows, Lhelr total number, 18, & ot
_unrf-aslrrrl.a.hi}r asspriated with Ofinn.

In the final chapter, Agrell applics his alphabetical magn: ]
pumerous unsolved inscriplivns, As an example, let us con-
sider his iowvestigation of the Tindtedm wmulet from Skine.
O ity we read the apparently meandiyless tunes ;

aaaaaaaaRl R REuunf bumtubain

1%

At sunmse ™ has
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The 18th =zign is damaged and illegible, and accordingly, Prof.
Aprall supplies a fourth w, which supports his wan thenry,
The pumencal vulue of the 8 g-rumes at the begioning 15 24
{3 =4, while Lhe last Lheee rumes, which spell ale and form a
separala graup, alse zmaunt L9 240 The secaned pranp froo the
end, comprising three 5, has the value af 48, which iz 2 x24.
If the live dots are counted, each az one, the total valte of the
inzeriplion s 286 or g = 24.

It is mondodained, accardingly, thal Lha nomber g, Lo which
mapieal properlies are H1WH}"H asetibwel, s cornlnoed with 24,
represeoting the st runc of the alphabet or £, Thia nme s
called f# or = woulth,” umd the inscription s, therofore, suid e
imply the fulfilment of a wish for wealth. in addition, it is
pointed cut that the nomber of runic sipns on the whole in-
seriprion, exeluding Lhe 3 dots, is again 24

Muore coonplicated and yot morestriking are Agrells conclusions
an the runic horn from {(allchus. This well-known inscription
rcads :

chhlowapastill | hollijald i ora {tawido §

Although the words may be simply rendered : ' I HlewapastiB
from Halt made thiz lern,™ the author sees do Lhem a magcal
maityg as well, U will be notieed thal the iest pros ek
Hivwegedil consizl: of thirteen runes whose numenical total is
143 or 11 xI3. The sccond group amounts to 104 which is
8x13, and, if the 16 dots are counted wth it, the whole in-
seription has a total of 300 or 30 = 13

The number 13 woulil seem Lo precdomingts in the inscriptian,
and this number, as we wera Lold 10w provious chapter, belongs
to the bow-god Tlly, for the 13500 tume 12 called Solt ar b vew "

In his investigaticn of the Liaen, the anthar does nol confine
himaelf to the ranez alene, but considers Like drawingz on it az
well. In ity uppormest scction are 7 sharply drawn fgurcs,
of which 4 are men and 3 brases, Ereattored umeng them ane 7
fainter fipures of beasts, ane among the 25 stars are 7, with
7 puinks, W rcmember that the 7ib rune has Lthe (OCE. name
Wy or oy, :

W ure unee more reoliaded of Tle by a Agure oo the second

"
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secticn of Ele horn, depicting an archer standing benezth 3 stars.
The {total runber of their poiots is 20 gr 2213 This figure
pethaps cantaing an wlusicn to Ulle's pozitian as an astral
deity,

Lt iz certninly remarkakle that, on entirely differcnt grounds,
the Zwedish runologist lvar Lindguoist alse arrived at the con-
clusion that the Gallehuz: horn was to be assoeciated with Ullr
fsoe Mamn och Hyed, 1928, pp. 82 foll.), MNewverthelesz, it may
be stated that the engraving includes many other pointz, both
of frieze and of starz, besides numeravs Apures which might
dezerve to e connted and added un.

The zame chapter of Lhe present work contains 2 detailed
discussian af the Thames sword., Tl four oew runes, peculiac
to 0ld English, are given Lhe value of 25-28, and the predominat-
ing number on thiz inseriplion 15 fanod o be 17, This oummber
is said te correzpond to the frune, called darken in Peclandie,
which is suppased to symbaliee Lhe birch-tree and fertility,

Summarising, we may suy that the underlving idea of Aprell's
Lheory—that the distorted order of the runic alphabel s
primarily magical, and that cectnin rondc inseciptwos are of
marely mugical significance—is wery plausible,  The details of
the ke antique cannection, hosever, as worked out by him,
2till remain rather unconyvineng,

E (3. G. TORVILLE-FLTRE.
AR G Hass,



