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CITAPTER. L
5 THERE ANY CERTAIN ENOWLEDGE:?

Tms subject of life after daath iz one of great
interest to all of us wuol ooly because we gursclves
st eertainly one day die, but far more bicanse
Lhere ean sesrezly he any one amony is, except perhaps
the wvery young. who has not lost {as we c&lFitj by
death some one or more of those who are wnear and
dear to ue, S0 if thers be apy information availahle
with regard to the life aftey death, we are natwrally
vory suxious o have it

Eut the first thought which sefscs in the mind
of the men whe sces sueh a title as this §s oseally -
“Can wnything be cerfainly kaown as to Jile aftur
death ¥ We have pll hud various theores put
hefore s on the subjeet by the various religious
bodies, and yui even the wosl devoted followers of
these mecbs secum hawdly o Delicwe their fenchings
about thiz matter, for they shill speal: of death as
“the king of termare” and seem to regand the whnle
question as surrounded by myatery snd hotror,. They
may vee the term © Piling asleew o Jesis? buat they
gt employ the blaealk dresses and plomes, the horible
crape and the odicus MWack-sdged notepapor, they
shfl surround death with sll the trappinss of woe,
and with ewvorylhivg calenlated 1o make it seem
doker aud more {ernble, We hawe an evl] boeredity
Bohind s in Lz matter;. we have inherited these
funetesl horrors from oar forefathers, and S0 we arc
nged to Lthem, and do not see the sheurdity and mon-
afrosity of It oll. The ancients were in this respect
wiser than we, for [hey d3d not ossoeiale all fhese
nightmares of gloom wilh the death of the hody—
partly perhaps beenuse thewr kad 2 so mauch more
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THE LIFE AFTER DEATII,

voragal method "of dispesing of the body—a method
which was nol ondy infinitely bebter for the dead raan,
and more healthy for the living, Imt was also freo
from e groesome auggestions cormected with slow
desse. They lmew muleh more aboni death jn thoss
daws, and hesause they knew more they monrned legs,

The first thing that we must realise aboul desth Iz
that it is & perfectly nafurel ineldent i tho course of
aur Mle. Thal eught to be obwious to ws from the
fitst, beanse if we belive ab all in o God who s a
loving TFather we shoudd Fnow thab a lwte which,
file death, comes to 2l slike, cwmok have in il atght
of ¢vll to any, snd that whethor s are in this world
or the next we musl be egually sufc in TTs huaads,
Tuis consideration alone should have shown us that
death is not something to be dreaded, bof sunply s
recessaly step in oor evolation.  IE gquehi not o
be noeessary tor Theasopdy to come anwng Chrishian
natfouy Bnel tewsh fhat desth is 2 (riend and net an
emciny, and it would aet be necessary iF Chrstlanity
had nnt so largely forgotten its own best tradibions.
it hag come to megawl the mave ag * the bourne from
which no traveller refams” and the passage of it as
z lrap in the davk, into some awind nulmown vad,
On this point. 48 on many others, Theosophy has »
guspil [or the Western world ; 3t has 40 wanounce
that there iy no gloomy bnpenetrable abvse beyond
thry grave, bual instesd a wotld of 1aght and 1ife, whiel
vy be koown Lo us as elearly and fully and aeeurately
ws the gtrects of onr own city. We havo created the
glogm and the hoveor for ourselves, Hloe children who
Frighken themselves with ghastly stories, and wa have
only b0 ztudy the faets of the case, and all thoae
artificial clowds will ol away at enes. Death 15 no
darkseme king of teriers, no sheleton with a seypthe
Lo eut ghort the theead of Life, hut rather an angel
bearing o golden key, with which he unlocks for
us the deor into a fudler and higher life than this.

Bat men will naturally say © This is very besutiful
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5 THERE ANY CEETAIN ENOWLEDZE?

ahd poetical, but how cen we cortsinly know thatb
it s reslly 207" ¥Yon may know it in many ways ;
there is plenty of evidence Teady to the hand of any
one who will take the trouhls fn gather it togother
Shalespeste’s slafermenl i reolly a vowckable ooe
when we sonsider thab ewer zince Lhe dawn of his-
korie, ard in avery counkry of which we knowe anrthing,
travellers hase alwaye been refurning frome that
bourne, snl showing  therazelves o Lheir follow-
men, There js any amount of evidenes for anch
apparilions, sz Lhey have basn called. AL onc iime
il was fashionable to ridiepls ‘sl such stories ;. wow il
is 00 longer so, since soienfific men fike Sir William
Cronles, the discoverer of The metal thallium and
bhe fnventor of Croclkes’s radiometer, and Sir Oliver
Iodgs, the preat elzcfriclan, and eminent pnblic men
like Mr. BaHour, the lafa Tremier of England, bave
Joined wnd actively woThked wilh A soeieiv inslifuied
for the mwesligaiizn of such phenomena.  Read the
reports of the work of that Soaely for TPavehical
‘Regzareh, and vou will sec sumhhhmg of the festi-
mony which, cxists as to the retum of the dead. Bead
books Yle Mr. Stead’s = Beal Glost Stortes, ot Carmible
Flammarion's *° L'Toeonnu,” and - you will fnd there
plenty of acecuuts of appentioms, showing them-
gelves nof centuries syo In some far-oway land, but
hers and now sanding Dumlves, to porsons siill living,
who can he qu;:stmnel.{ znd can testify to the ceality
of their expericoees.

Another line of testimnny o the Ifc after doath
i the study ol Mederrn Spicitwealisn. T kuowee thet
rrany Ecoptc think that there is nothing & be found
along that lne but Praud snd deesptinn ; but [E can
myzelt bear pereomal witness that this iz oot eo. Fraud
and deception thers nrey hawe heen—nay, thore
has heen—Iir, eeThain cases ; bud nevertheless T fear-
lessly sasett [hat-there are great traths behind, which
may be discovered hy any man whe is willieg to
devote the neeessary time and patience o their
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THE LI¥E AFTEER DEATH.

mfolding, Here again there iz a vash literalure o
e sindied, o the men who prefers 3 may male hig
investigatioms for himself at fitst-hand sz Tdid. Many
men may nol he willing to take that trouble or fo
devote 50 maeeh time ;3 wery well, That iz their alladr,
bl vnless lhew will examine, ther have mo night o
seoff ab FHhose who have secn, wul {herefore bnow Lhat
these things are fme,

A hird Fos of ewvidenes, swhich 35 the cne most
conmending itself to Thensophies! ghudends,” s that
of Jireet invesHgativn., Ewvery man has within kim-
=elf latent Tasulties, undevoloped semses, by means of
which the wnseen world cap Te directly eognized,
end to any one whe will tsle the drouhle to evolve
thess powers the whole world besond the prave will
I open as the dav. A goed many Theosophical
students have alveady uefrdded these ey senses,
and it iz the evidence thos obtained that 1 wish to
Taw Biefore wou, T know wery well dhat this is a eon-
sideranls alaim w0 maks—a elaim which woudd not
be ade by sny mindader of any church when e gsve
vou his wersion of the slafes afler death,  Tle wall
say, * The Chureh (eaches this,”™ or “ The Bible tells
us =0, it he will never say, " T who speak to von,
I mysclf have sesn thiz and kmow it to be troe”
But m Theosophy we are able fo say to you goite
definitely that many of us Imow persomally that of
which we speal, for we are dealing with a dofinite
gevics of faets which we have investigaiod, and which,
¥oar yodrselves may investigabe in trom. We offer
¥ou what we koow, yet we say to vou * Tnless this
rommends Itselt f0 wou as witerdy reasonably, do nol
vest contented with our assertion ; look into £hesc
things for womsclves az fully as yon ean, and then
Fou will be in & position to spealk to others a8 authori-
tatively ag we dn”  But what are the fucty which are
disclosed to us By these Investigalions ?
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CHAPTER 1L
THE TRUE FACTS,

Tar skale of affairs found sz aotually cexisting
is rmeh mere rationel than mest ol the coroent
theories, It is not found thet any sudden change
takes place in man st death, or that be s spidtod
away ko somse heaven bewvond the stars, Qo the
cAttrary, MAn fomains affor death exactly what he
way before it- 4he same in intellect. the sszme n his
1E{J:J.ﬂ'i_il?l*f:s ard peswers ; and the eoudidons In wlhich by
inds himself are those which hiz ewn thoughts and
dedres bave alveady ercated lor hdme. There iz no
reward or puuishment from oudside, bt only the
setin] resutt of what the man himscelf Das done and
sl and thoupht while hew: on egeth.  In facl, the
man makes bix bed dudng earth e snd aflerwards
he has to Lic on it

This is the fst sod rwosh provginend Facl—Ehal
we have not here s stranen new Life, bl o conlinma-
Hon of the present one, W are noi geparaled o
the dead, for ther sve Dere abonl s all the iime,
The caly separataon 1a the limitalion of our conseioss-
uess, =0 thet we have dosh pol our Joved ones, Tog
the power o pee them, I fs quite pozsible for us o
Fedat OUr toMscIomaness, thal e man see them and
tadk witly ther as belore, and a2fl of us constantiy
do that, thonglr we oply tarely remember it fnlly, A
man 108y Jrarm to focirs his conamiousness in his aztral
bhody while hia phydicsl hody iz sl awale:, but that
neede special developroenl, amd in the ense of the
gverage man wondd fake muoeh time. PBut durng
the sleep of his phrsical body every man uses Lis
agkyal vehicle @0 8 greater or lesser vxient, and in that
way we arc daily with our departed friends. Soroe-
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THE LIFE AFTER DEATEL

fimes we have a paltial Temembiones of meefing
them, and then we say we have drestt of them
mere frequencly we have no roeolleetion of such
eneomriers end reynain ignorant that Lhey have talken
plaes, Yet it i5 a definile fact that the ties of affection
are still 2z strong as ever, and =0 the moment the man
is freed fvom the chaiis of hiz physical evesscment
bhe naburally seeks the company of those whom D
lowes, 3o that in truth the only change 15 that e
gpends the night with them inslead of the day, and
he iz ennseivns of them sstrally instead of physically,

The beinging through of the snersery from the
astrsl plome to the physieal s another snd guite
sepalate considersiion, which i we way affecl: our
eonaeicuanass on hat other rg:»lanc, nor our ability
fo fupeticn upon it wilh perfect ease and frecclom.
¥hethey wou recollech them or not they aae still
Hving thelr Nfe olose tn you, and Bhe mnly difference
iz that thev hawve taken ol this robe af flesh which
wa call the body. That males oo change in theaw.
a7 more thaw it makes a change in your personalify
when woo Mmote your overeoat.  Yon ove someiwhat
fresr, indeed, because you have less wrelghd Lo caor,
and precisely the ssme is the ease with them, The
man's passiony, affentionz, emofions, sl etelleet
are oot in the least aliecied whoeo he dies, foc none of
Ihese belong 10 ke physical body which Lo has laid
#side. He has dropped this vesture, and is living ix
anothor, but be is still able to think and to feel just
as hefore.

{ know how diffferlt it is for the svoerage mind ta
grasp the wality of that which we canpot see with
our physieal eyes. It iz very bord for us Lo realis:
hew wery partial our sight is-- o understend that wo
are bving In 2 wast would of which we see ondy a Hoy
part.  Yet setenee tell ui with uo onesitaln voiec
that this iz so, for 1. deseribos to us whole worlds of
minute Ufe of whowe very emistenes we should be
catirely ignozant as Is7 as our sonses are coneerncd.
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Nor are the creatures ol those worlds unfmportant
Lecanse maoute, for upon a koowledes of the oemdi-
lion and habits of some of those miercbes deponds
our ability to preseree health, and in viany enses life
itself. Put our scnses arc Emited in another direction.
We cannod sed the wery #ir that semounds s owe
senges would give us me indication of its existonce,
exgept that wien it 1s 1o mobon we gare awsre of it
by *tge genize Of touch. ¥t in it there 1y o fores bhat
can wreck our molghtiest vessels and thoow down our
slrongest buildings.  You see how all about us Lhes:
axe 1ighty forees which yef efede onr poor and partisl
gelses ;50 obviously we must beware of fulling into
tha fabodly comraon ceror of supposing Chat whai we
see 15 all there 15 1w see.

We are, as it were, shnt up i oa fower and our
yemses ate Liny windows openihg oul frecertain dives-
tiong, In manrt other direstions we sve entirely shot,
o, but ¢lairvwyence ot astral sioght opons for ws one
ot two additional windows, and &0 enlarges our pros-
pect, and apreads befors us o new snd wider world,
which iz vet parl of the old one. [hough before we Jid
vot know of it. )

Imaking out inte this new worl], wiab sheubd
e first see ¥ Supposing that one of vz transferred
hiz conseiousness to the astral Plane, what changes
weild be the first to strike him ¥ To the fivst glanes

. there would probobly be wery little differemec, and
he wonld suppose himsei to be lnoking tpon the saae
world as before, Let me explain to won why this 1s
so---partially at least, for to explain fully would necd
a whole treatisc upon astral physics.™  Just as we have
diffarent eonditions of maiter here, the solid, the
lguid, the gascons, so are there diffsrent condifions

ot deyrvevs of density of astral matter, and essh degres
is attrasted by and eorresponds to that which Is

¥ Toiwgr dewalls na thiz may e fhand In mF “Tee Ooer 2ide of
Trmewih.™
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sitnilar fo it on the physicel plame, S0 that vour
friend wwwld still see the walls and the fumitme fo
which he was accustomed. for though the phwvsical
watter of whieh they are eomposed would no Janger
be visible to him, the densest type of astral matfer
would still cutline them for him as cleariy as ever,
Trae, i he examined the ohject elosely he wonld
perceive that all the partfeles were wisibly in mpid
raation, instesd of only invisibly, ds iz the case on

‘this plane ; but very few ien do observe clegelr, and

g0 a4 man who dies often doss oot knew ot fivst thak
any change has coros over hin.

He looks phont him, and sers the same wooms
with which he iz familiar, peopled still by thase whom
he kas known snd loved—for they alse have astrsl
bodies, which ate within the rauge of his new vision.
Ouly by degrecs docs he veslise that in sorne ways
theve is u difference.  Fovr oxample, he soon finds
that for him all pain and fatigue have passed away.
If you ean at all toshise what that means, you will
hegin to have eeme ldew of what the higher fife tndy
1z, Think of i, sou whio hawe sgecarecly cwer g ooim-
fortable moment. yoce who in tle stress of your busy
life ean bavdly remeernber when you lust felt free from
fatigue ; what would ik o t9 yue never agaln to loow
the meanine of the words woeariness sod pain ¥ We
heve =0 mismanaged our teaching in fhose Wesbern
gpunirisa on the subject of tonnorialily that usueily
a dead man finds 13 dilficalt to believe that T is dead,
simply heeanse he stifl seee and hesrs, thinks und feels,
“1 am wot dead,” be will olten say, "1 am zlive
s moech ax over, - and  hetfer then 1 cwor was
before.’”  Of course he 1z; bub that is exseily what
ite ought to have expeeted, i be had bery peoperly
taught. .

Reslisation may porhups coms tn him o this way.
He secs his friends about bim, but he sonn diseowvess
that he sanuot slways communieste with  lem,
Homefime: he speals to thenmt, and they do not secm
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THE TRUE FACTE,

to hear; be tries to toueh themn. and finds that he
can moake oo impression gpon themn. Even thew, dor
sume thoie, be persusdes himself that he (s dreaming,
ard will presently awske. for al obher times (when
they ate vwwhat we call adeep) his friends ave perfeatly
eatigeions of b, and tall with kim as of old. Bat
gradnally he discovers the fact that he i3 after all
dead, pndd (hen ke usunily beging to hecone measy,
Why 7 Apain beecgnse of the defeetive teaching which
be has rereived. He does net understand where he
iz, ot what has happened, sioes his situaiGon is not
what he czpected fiom the orthodox standpoint. As
s English Een&ml ones #aid on this oecsston, ** But
T am dead, where am I¢ T this is heaven I dun’t
$kink ronreh of i ; and if it is hell, it is better than
I expected : ™
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CHAPTER HEL "
PURGATORY,

A prEaT deal of toially ronecessary mmreasiness
and cven acuote suffering has been eaused by {hose
whio still eonbinue to teach the world =ity fables about
mon-cxistent bugbears inslead of using reason and
pommon sepze. o bwmselsss and blasphemnous hell-
firc theory has doac more harm than even its pro-
moters now, for 1t has worked evif bevond the geave
se will 2= on this side. Bnt peesently the * dead ™
rugn will meet with somee other dead person who has
been more wensibly instrzeted, and will learn toom
lim that tleve to we cewse for fear, and that there iz
w ralional Ll Lo be Hved In this new world, jush as
there was in the old cne,

He -wifl {ind by degrecs that there Is wery much
Ihat is aow a8 well as much that is a esunterpart
of that which he already Imows: for in this astral
world thoughls and desires cxpress themselves in
wsihle fonns, thongh these are somposed mostly of
the finet watfer of the plane.  As his astinl life pro-
ceeds, these beciime morc and more prominent, for
wie moisé Tememnber thal he {3 all the while steadily
withdrowing farther and further into himself,. The
entire perind of an Inearmstion is In reality vecapied
hy the ego in first puiting hhmsclf forth into matter,
and then i deawing buck again with the results of
tis effort. B the ordinary rasn woie asked to draw a
Une symbolical of life, he would probably make it a
straight one, begiuning at birth and ending ot death ;
but the Theosophical sbadent shoubd ruther represcnt
the hfe as a gveat ellipss, starting from the ego on
the higher menfal level snd meturming to hioe.  The
it weodld descend into the lower purt of the mental
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plaoe, aod then into the astenl, A very small portion,
snmparatively, ab the bottom of the ellipse, would be
vpon the physical plane, and bhe line would very soon
reasecnd Tode the astesl ang menlal planes, The
pliysical Life would therefre he reprasented omly by
that speull poriion of the enrve whieh ley below the
e which iodicated the boundary befwesn the astzal
and phrseal plancs, and birth and death would
sirnply Be the points at which the curve crossed that
linc—obviously by 0o mmeans the meost imporkant
points of the whole,

The Teat eentzal poinl would ceardy be that furthest
reed from the ego—the fardng Eint’ as It wer
—whal in agtronomy we shoold esll the aphclion.
That is nefther hind wor Jewth, but showld Be oa
middle poing in the dph}fsieai life, wheu the foves from
Ihe ego has expended s oubtward yush, snd turiw
to hepin the Tong E}[}rn#ﬂﬁs of witlulrswal, Gradually
hig thowghts shovnld torn vpssrd, boe ewres less and
Iess for merely physical matiers, and prosently be
drops the dense body altogether. Mis Ife on the
astra]l plane commences, bot during the whole of
it the proesss of withdrewal eontfoaes.  The eosalt
of this iz that ss time passes he pavs less and less
nitention fo the lower malfer of which ecwnter-
parts of physieal objects are composed, sod is more
and mowe oceppied with that higher makter of which
thenght-fomms are bubt--so fer, that fi as thought-
forrms appear on the astral plane ab all. So his life
beeomnes more and moze 2 life in o world of thonght.
and the countoypart of the world which he has left
fades from his view. not that he has changed his
Jovation in space, but that his interesl is shifting its
eeatr:.,  His desives sGll pergist, sand the forms sor-
oanding hiww will be wery largely the expression
of these desives, and whether his life is one of happiness
%ﬁﬂdismml’ort will depend chizfiy upon the nalure of

BiC. ' ’

A study of this astral life shows us very clesady
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the reasnm for many ethinal precepts.  Most men
recognise thet sins whish infnre others ore defnitely
and obviowsly wrong; but they sometimes wonder
why it ghould be gaid to e wrong for the to feel
jealonsy, or hatred, or ambition, w0 long as fhey do
nol allow themselves o manifest these feclings oot-
wardly in decd or in speeeh. A plivnpse at this after-
world shows us cxa-:atﬁ' how such feelings injure the
tnan who harbours fhem, and how they would cause
bimn suffering of the most acute chavacter after his
Jdeatls, We shall undersiand this better if wo cocamine
a few typiedl cuses of asiral life, snd sec what their
prineipal characteristics will e,

Lef usz think first of the ordinary eclouvless pioy,
who 13 neither specislly geod, nor specially bad, nor
indead spectally woythung in partienlar.  The man is
i no way changed. so eoloarlessness will remailn s

rincipal characteristic (i# we ean call it one) after his .
death, He will have o speeial suafierfog and no -
specigl joy, amd may very probably find asteal Jife
rather dull, beezuse he hes mot dnting his Yhme oo
eatth developed any eational intersals. Jf he heg had
no ideas beyomd podsip or what is ealled spore, or
notbing bevond his busieess ov his drvess, he is likely
to find time hang heuey on hiz hands when all sush
things are no longer possible,  Buk the case of a man
who has had strong desinsd of a low imaberial i,
seh as eould be satisfied by on the physiesd plane,
is an even worse ome. Think of the ssse of the dvomkand
or the stnsuslist. Fe has been the glave of over-
mrastering eraving daring carth-life, and ic still remaina
nndiminished after desth—sther, % I stropger
than ecwer, smes Tt wWhrations have ne longer the
heavy physieal particles to set in metion. DBut the
pessibility of pratifving this terdible thimt i for
ever removed, becagse the body, theough which
alene 1t could be satisfied, 1s gone. We see that the
fires of purgatery are no inapt symbals for the vibea-
tionz of sneh a torturing desire ag this. Tt may endure

: 12
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for quite s Iong time, sines it passes only by gradually.
weaTing iksedf otk snd the man's fate iz mdoubtedly
a terrible ope.  Yet dhere sre two points thet e
siwidd bear o omind it ecusidering it.  First, the
man bas wade b oabsolately For limself, and deter-
mived the exset degree of ite pover and I*s duration.
I ke had eontrolled £hai desine during life therc
wordd bave beery just 2o meeh the Tose of 1t fo trouble
hive after denth. Secondly, it iz the ondy way i
which he ean gel rd of the vice. II he edd pass
from & lifs of senmualiby snd dronwkenness dimcetly
mibn his newl wearnation, he wmild Le bory a slavs
o ks vlee—4t wondd dominate him frome the Begin-
ning, and there would be for him mo possibility of
escape. Bul now that the desite has womn iugelf oml,
he wil begin his new paresr withomt that buerden,
anud the sl Lhoving had a0 sovere a lessuz, will males
every poasible effort to restroin its lower vehicles from
repealing such o mistale,

Al £lus was known o the world cven gs fatelr os
olasgieal times. We see it cleady Imaged for oz in
the myth of Taptalus, who suffored alovevs with
raging thitst, v¢t was doomed for cvor 0 826 the water
repede just @3 i was abont bo touch his lips. Moy
auother sim producss its mosudt o 2 msnner t]:'I.J.st- a4
gruesonte, dthoueh cach is peculise fo itsell, S
hew the miset will suffer when he ean no Jonger hoard
hiz gold, when he perhaps koows that it 19 hetng spent
by alien. hends, Think how the Jealovus maen @il &on-
tinuae 6o sufler from his joalowsy, Knowing that he has
now D0 power to obedire wpon the g{q;sh:al platuz,
cvet fecling move strovely than ever, Remember Che
fatc of Sisyphus in Geeek myth—how he was con-
dommned for ever [o moll & heavy ek up to the sumimif
of & mowntain, only o ogee G orell down goain the
moment Lhal sugecss seemed within his reach. See
how exaclly this typifies he afferdife of the man
of worldly ambition, TIe has all his ife been In the
habit of forming selfish planz, and thersfore he oin-
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THE LIFE AFTER DEATH,

Hours to do so in the sstral world 3 be earetilly
builds up his plot kil @ s porlecl in Lis mind, and
andy then realises thai he has lost the physieol body
which is secessaty for ils achievemenl. Thown fall
iz hopes ; yeb @0 ingrained 18 the habit that he oon-
finues again and amafn to mil the same stome up
the zyme mounlam of ambtion, unil the viec 15 worn
put. Then at last he realizes that he need not rell
iz rock, and lets I rost in peace at the bottom of the
hill. .

We Loty eomsidered the esse of the ordinary man,
and of the man who differs £ the ordinary becauss
of hiz gross and selfish deslros, Wow ek ug examine
the ease of the man who differs from the ordinery in
. the other dfeection--srho has some mterests of a
rational nzture, In uvrder to understand bow the
after-life appears to him, we must bear in mind thut
the majorlly of men spend the greater part of. their
waking life and most of their strength: n work that
ther do ot mally Like, thst they would not de st oall
if it wore not neessssrr in obder to earn Bheir Lving,
or support those who are dependend upon them,
Bezlise tme covdition of the wan when all necessits
for thiz prinding toll is ever, when it iz no lonmer
peediid fo samm & Living, sinee the astral body tequirds
no food nor clothing nor lodging. Then for the first
time sinee carliest ehildhood that man 1= free to do

eisely what he likes and can devete his whole
time d6 wlwlever may be hiv chosen accupuation—
g0 lomg, dhat s, a5 It is of sueh sooalure s to be capable
of realization withoat I{:hysinai malker,  Snppose
thal. a man’s greatest delighi is in mnsic; apon the
astral planc he has.the opporiunity of lLstenisg fo
all the grandesi musice that carth cen produce, and
is even sble snder Hhese wow conditions to besr far
more o it than belove, snce kere other and faller
harmenizs than ooy dull esrs can grasp are wow within
his reack; The van whose delighl is in art, who
Toves heanty @I form and colonr, has all the Ioveliness
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of Ihiz higher world before him [rora which to choose,
If hiz debight is in braaty i Natore, he has uneguall=d
possibilities for indulging it; fer he can readily and
rapidly move frore place fo place, and enjoy in guick
suecession wonders of Natuze which lbe physical
man would need vears to visit,  If his fancy tuens
tosvards soelemce or Listery, the libratfes apd the
fabnragories of the world ace at his disposal, and his
eompichenzion of processes in chomistry asd biclegy
wcmfi e far fuller than ever hefore, far pow he
eonld gee the inner s well as the ouler workings,
and many of the causes as well as dhe effects, And n
all these cases there is ihe wonderful additional delight
that me fatigue iz possible. IMure we koow how eon-
stantly, when we are making simc progress I oar
stidivs or our experimeouts. we sre onable to carre
them on because ouc brain will not bear ravre than
4 certain amount af skradn ;. ootide of the physieal
no fatigue sceme to exisl Jor It i in mealily the braic
and not the mind thai fires,

All this tme T have been spealdng of mere sellish
wratification, sven though it be of the ratfonal and
intelleatios] kind,  But there ave those among us who
wonlhd notb be satisfiod without somethiog higher than
this-——whozy grestost joy du any Hle woull consiet in
servmg thelr follow-maen. What has the asbral Life in
gtore for them ¥ "Fhey will pumsue their philanthropy
mor: vIgoeron:ly than ever, sud under bet{er condi-
tiows than on this fower pline. There are [Tousands
whurn they can help, and with far greater seriainiy
of really being able io do good thaw we usually attein
in this life.  Seme desote themselees thus too the
general good @ oavrne aTe especeisly occupled with onces
among their own famnily o frends, either lving or
dend. Jkiza strange nversion of the facts, this employ-
ment of Chose words living awd dead; for surely’
we: mre the dead, we who ore bured ia these gross,
eramping physical bodies; and they are tmly the
Mwing, who are so much Preer qod more cxpadble,
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berause fess hampered. Often the mother who has
passed mfo that higher Jife will still wateh over hes
ehild, and he to him s veritable guardian angel ; often
the “dead ™ bushand 233l remains within reach, and
in touch with bis sorrowing wife, thaolkful if ewn
now and then he 35 able to meke her fool that he
Iwes in steongih and love beside her as of yore,

If ail thiz be s, yon may think, then surcly the
gocner we dic Ve belter ; sueh Imowledge zeome almost
to place: a prerediom on suicide ! IE you are thinling
solely o wowreelf sud of vour pleasure, them em-
phatically thet wonld be se. But if you think of
wour doly dowards God and fowerds sour fellows,
then you will sl once see that this consideration iz
muegaidved. You are here for o purpose o porpouse
which ¢sn caly he affained apon this ph}'sicﬂf Marus
The sonl has fo rake mnueh krouble, to go througk
muoeh Boilafiom, in order to gein this earthly imesr-
pation, angd therefore its offorts must not be thrgwa
awsy unnece:sofily. The Instimet of seli-presatvation
iz divinely mmplanted In our breasts, and i6 % ooer
doty to makes the most of thiz sarthly life which i
olzs, and to Tetain it as lony 8s cireumestanoes perit,
There are lessins to be lsarnt on this plane whick
canniot be learnt anywhers else, zod the soomer wce
learn them the sconer we shall he free for ever from
Cthe need of return 20 thiz lower and more longied Jife,

&0 none muss dare t9 diz until his time eomes, though

whin it docs come he may well rejoice, for indeed
he 1y about to puss fom labour to refreshment. Yot
all this which [ hawe told youu now is fnsignificant
beside the glory of the life which follows if—Lhe Life
of the lieaven-world. This is the pergntory—ithat is
the endless hliss of which monks ER'T'E_ dreamed and
poets sung--4ot u dresm after all, but 2 Being and
glorioms reality. The astral life is happy for soune,
urhappy for olbers, woeonding to the preparation they
have made for ity but what follows it is pexfeet
hag-ﬂ;:hless for all, end exactly suited to the needs of
each,
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PLRGATORY,

Eofor: elosing this chapter lel us considor tme o
two questione which a2 perpeloally reurring  to
the minds of those whe sedk informaiion about the
next Hfe. Shall we be able to maks prosmess there,
sorne wilk ask ¥ Uodoubtedly, for progress iz the
male of the Divine Schemmc. 1t iz possible £0 us just
in propostion to our dovelopment. Tho man who is &
slavre to desire con only piogress by wearing out his
desire 3 stilf, that is the %L‘-St thesl: Ts wossible at bis
gtarre. But the man whe is kindly and belpful learns
much In osny ways thvough the seovk which he is
ahl: to do in that astoal Hfe ; he will Tedum do eartn
with maty addibonal powers and gueiiides heeanse
of e praelice he hes had boungelfish elTorl.  Ho we
need zve no fear as o Chis qeestion of progress,
© Ancdbey point often ralsed 45, shall we tecognise
our loved owes whe have sged on beofore wg?
Agonedly we shalf, for neiler Lhey nor wo shall
be chenged ; why, then, should we ol recognise
thete 7 Uhe stfraction fy still there, and il ack ps
A magnel 1o draw hogether thoze who feel it more
oadily and more sorely there than hers. True, that
il the lowved one hos Jeft this carth wery long ago. he
mwy have alveady passced bevend the astral plane,
and entered the heaver-life ; n that ease we must weit
uniil we also regeh tkat lovel boforc we esn rejoin
bim, bul wken that is guiued we shall posscs: our
friecnd more perfeetly thon in this prdzou-house we
CHDl CWET IE‘HE'B(‘. But of this ke suve, that those
whom vou bave loved wre nod losl ;i they have died
reecntly, then you will find thom on the sstiul plaee ;
it they hawe died long apn, vou will find fhem Ta the
heaven-life, bul i any case the yeupion iz sure whers
the affection cxbsts,  For love is one of dhe mighiiest
puwurs of the wnivezge, whelher ji be jn life o1 in
death. .

There is an Infinity of inderesting nformoedicn o
by given gplbout this hegher Tlife,  ¥ou should resd
the literginre @ read Mrs, Besenf's ¥ Death and AfeT,”’
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and my own books oo ‘Y The Astml Plaoe ™ and
“The Other 8ide of Desth.,” 1t s wory well worth
‘woir whil: fo study this subject, for the knowledge
. of #he truth takes awar all fear of death, and makes
Ide easier to lwe, becanse wr mnderstand its object
inel its end.  Death bringe mo suffering, bot onle joy,
fior these who [ive the true, the vnselfish Iife, The old
Latin saying is Llterally true—Mors jania wite—
death iz the gnte of life, That is cxactly what It 1s--.
a gate inte a fuller and higher life, On the othes
side of the geave, as well a3 op 2his, Prevuﬂs the greeat
law of Ihvine Justice, and we can trust as noplicitly
thoee asz here to the sction of that Inw, with regerd
butk to ourselves sand to those we love.

L
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CHAPTER 1V.
THE HEAVEN-WORLD.

Aip religions sgree in declaring the cudslence of
hesven aud in sksling that the epinyvinent of its bliss
follows upnn & wellspent earthly e Christianiss
wod Mohanmedanism speak of if as u veward assignoed
by God Lo ihoze wio hawve pleased Him, but inost
other failhs desoribe it rather os the necessaTy result
of the zood life, exactly as wo shoudd from the Theoso-
phienl paint of wiew. Yot taomgh all religtons apree
m painting this bhappy 1 io glowing terms, none
of lhem have saceccded in produeing un impression
of readity Do their descriptions, Al that iz written
ghond heaven i oso ghsolulely unlike anithing that
we hawe koowan, that many of the descriptions scom
almost grotasgue to s, We shondd hesitate to admit
thiz with regard to the legends fawmiliar to w Lo
our mfuncy, but I’ the stordes of one of thr other
greai religions were road 10 ns, woe shonld =ee it Tewdily
veonph,  En Baddbist or Hindo books wou will Hnd
magniloquent aceowrts of nterminable gurdens, in
which the frecs are wll of gold and silver, and their
Frails of wardous kinds of jewsds, and yos might fe
temnpted fo sneile, unless the Theughl econceed to
wou thot after afl, to the Buddhist or Thnde our
talez of strests of gold and gntes of pearl rmight in
truth seem fuite as impmbable. The fael iz thal
the ridictlous eleynent iz imported into these seponnts
only when we tale: them fitevally, and fafl to realise
that each serbe is tyying the sarse task fiom his
poink of wiew, and thab wll alilke are lalliog because
the great truth bekiod it 8l is atterly indescribahbie.
The Hindu wiiter had no douldl scen somce of the
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errgecus gnrdens of she Iodisn kings, where just
such Aesooations as he desoribes arc mmqnl},' -
ploved,  The Juwish seribe hud no fzmiliarity with
sich Lhings, but he dwelt in a greal and maguifieint
city—probably Alogandris ; aud s0 his eonecption of
sp.'[-;and-:uur was a oity, bul made unlike anything on
- carth by the costbness of its materizl and s decora-
tiomny, o each is teying fo paint 4 fruth which is
w0 grand for words Ly emploving such similes as are
tamiliar ie his mind.

Thete have bheen those sinee thet day who have
suen the glory of henven, and bave tried in thei feeble
way to degeribe it Some of eur own studenfs have
hern smong thess, aud in the Theosophical Manual
Ko. & yorr may find an offort of my own in that
dircekia,  ¥We do not speak now of gold and silver,
of bl and dimnoeds, when we wisit to ounvey
the s of the greatest possible refmement and beanty
of aolonr and fomm;  we drmve our giojies rather
Eroo twe enlonrs of U sunsct, and from all Lhe gloTies
ol wun and sky, becorsc to us these sre the more
hegvenly, Vet those of us who have seepn the truih
Torw well Vhat I all our atbempts at deseripiion wo
huve fafled as utterly as the Oricntal seribes 1o convey
any idea of a reality which no words can wvir picture,
ihough every man one day shall see it and koow it
oy himzelf,

For this heaven 1z oot a dreamr; 1t 1s a Ttadiant
reality : bot to comprehund anvthing uf it we st
first change one of cur jeitisl idess on the subject.
Heaven i3 not o place, but a state of eonstinusness,
K vou ask me ‘" Where is heaven * 7 1 must angwer
you that it 18 here~-—round you alb thiz very morment.
near to you as the air you breathe, The [ght iz all
ahout you, as the Baddha said so long ago ; vou have
oaly 0 cast the handage from your eyes and Iook,
Hut what is this casting awey of « bandage ? Of -
whal i it symbolical ¥ Tt is simply a queskon of

-M;““"h:ﬂ Thewvacaoms [Muos, arbhe Benven- Werdd "
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raising the conseiousness o a higher lewel, of Teamning
to feens it in the vehicle of finer masier, 1 have
alesady spoken of the possibabity of doing Lhis with
regard o ihe astral body, therebr seeing The astvul
world ; thiz needs simply a further stage of the same
process, the Teising of the sonsciousness to the mental
plane, for man has a hody fur that lavel also, E,hmugh
which he ingy reesive ibs wibrations, and se Hve In
the glowing splendony of hessen while still possessing
a phesieal body—though indeed after sueh an exye-
Il‘i'il':l'lf.e he will have liftle velish for the return Eo the
aiber.

1 crdinary man reaches this ghate of blizs only
aflor dealh, and ot immediately adter It exeepl in
veTy male pasex, I have explainet Iow afier death
lhe Ego steadile withdrew miv himseif. The whole
aatirn] %‘]?Fc 15 10 faed » conslant. process of withiraarel,
aind whern In coprge of e the seul reaches [he Nt
of that planz, he diss to i o just the same way as
he did {0 the physical plame. That is 1o sav, he casts
off the body of that ne rnd leawes 1t behind him
while he pissez on to higher and st fuller life. No

pin or mffermg of any kand precedes thiz second
deatly, bui just as with the [fvst, there is uanally
o period of tmeonscivusness, from which the mmn
wwakes gradually, Somc years age F wrote s book
callad * The Duvachanie Plans,™ wm which || cndea-
voured to some caxtent to describe what he would
gee, and to tobulate zs Bar oas T ocould the saciows
subdivigivns of this glorious Land of Light, giving
instanecs which had betn obscrved o the course of
our invoskHmatieons in eonnection with this heaven-
life. Fur the moment [ shall try t0 put the metter
before wou from another point of view, wod these
who wish may suppleraent the mmlernation by resding
the ook as well

Peshaps the mos enmprchonsive opening  skate-
ment is that this is the 153.:1& af the Divine Bd,
that heve we are o the very teale of thought iteelf,
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and that cwerything that man possidly ennld think
iw here 1 vivid living reslity, We lubowr wmider g
aveg b disadvantags: from nur habit of regirding mrstorhd
things a3 real, and those wideh are not malerial u.
dicamn-lke and theredore unreeal ;. swhercas the [act
s that cvervlhing which is malerinl i3 buvied and
kidden in this roatter, and w0 whatewor of reality
it may possess i Lar less obvious arud peenguisable
then it would be when vegarded from a bhoyrher stand.
point. So that when we hear of a world of thoenght,
we fmmediately think of an vuaregl world, bulli out
of ¥ anch stoff as dreams are made ol a8 1he poct
SHAE,

‘:J_‘ry to realise Lhat when o anan Eeawey Lo ]11}13‘:;1{.';11
body and opsns Lis consgiomsnes: Lo oasteal dde, his
frzl sensalwn §s oof the intonse vividovss and reality
oif that fifz, o dhat he hinks % Now for the first Fme
T know whul ik i lo live”  Tutb whoen u tom he
leavis that Life for the highsr one, e scactly ropests
the smmee expevicnee, for this 1ifs iz in luin so paueh
fuller and wider und more intensc tho e asteal
that once more uo eommparizon (s possibln  And vet
fhere is another e wot, boyond all £his, unle wlach
vven this iv but as moonlipht unio sanlight ; but it is
useless ot preseat o tlank of that.

There may be mowy to whem it sounds abanrd
that & realmn of thought shoold ke moore real than
the physenl wozld ; weell, it must repaain so for them
unfl they have some experiznoe of g life Ligher fhan
this, and then o one meomeal, Lhey will kneew far more
than any wirds can ever fell Chers,

On this plane, then, we [od existing the nfinile
fuloess of the Divine Mivd, open in all s Emitloss
affluenec o evory soul, just in propovtinn as that soul
has qualified himself to reecive. T muan hael aleeady
corpleted  his desiined evolution, iF he had fully
wabged wnd mmfoelded rhe divinity whosr perm 13
within him, the whole of this glory would be within®
hiy vesch; but since rone of uws has web done that,
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sinee we are enly wradually rising towasds that splendid
ecnsurnration, it comes thal pome as yet can grasp
that entively. hut cach draws o it snd cugnises only
20 rmmch as he hus by previens efiost proparcd hirpeelt
to tako.  Dhifierent individvals bring very different
copabilities ; s bhe Eastemp stmile has il coch mun
brings his own cup, and some of the cups am latze
and some avz small, but, small or latge. every cup s
filled to its utmost capacity; the =ea of bisz lwilds
far mare than enongh for all,

Afl vebigions have spolen of this bliss of heaveu,
veb few of thom howve put before us wish =nlfeicnd
clearnesy avd precidon this leading iden which alone
expilaing rulions]ly how for bl alile such blis is pogdble
which s, indeed, ths keyawote of the eonception—-
the fact Lhat each man mekes his e beaven by
sripetion from the neffable splondours of the Thowgkt
of God Himself, A man decides for himsclf both
ihe length and- character of hizs heavenbife by Lhe
eanues which he himself generates during hiz earth-
Iife ; thercfore be conmot but bave exactly the smount
whick he hus desorved, sod exactiy the guality of
joy whieh 5 hest swibed to his idwswneresies, for
this is a woeld in which every heing mustk, from the
vorw faet of his consciousness there, e cojoying the
liighest spiritoel hliss of which he iz capablr—a world
whose power of response 0 his aspivations is limiled
oaly b hiv capscity o asplse,

Hz had reade himeelf s astral body by his desices
and passiong during earth-life, and he had o Hve
in it during his asteol evizience, awd fhat tiws was
beppy or miserable for Bim aceording to iz characler,
Now this time of purgatery is over, for Ehat lower
part of his natnse mﬁgbul'm', itgelf awey: now there
temain only Hae higher aod mors mefined thoughls,
the ooble awd unselish aspirations thet he ponrad oot
dnring carih-life,  Thewse oluster rownd him, amd
make & sorl of shell abozt him, theoegh the mediom
of whidh he iz ahle to respond to certain tpes of vibra-
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THE LIFE AFTER DEATH.

tion i this refined matter. These Lhoughis which
surround hine are the powers by which be draws upon
the wenlth of the hessen-world, and he dods i 40 he
a storehouse of infinite cxbont wpon which he i uble
fo draw just aocording to the power of those thonghts
amd mapirations which he genersted in the physicsl
and aslral Lfe.  All the highest of his sdleclion and
his devolion is now producing its xesults, [or there
is nothing clee loft; sl that was sclfish or grasping
hos been lefi behind in the plane of desire.

For there are twn kinda of affeafon,  Thero is
one, haxdly worthy of sp seblinke & nsme, which
thinks slways of how moel love it ix roceiving. n
reinm Jor ifs mmvestment of atfachmonf. which 1s
evel warrying s bo the exoct amount of wffection
which tho obher person i showing for it, and so is
conslanily eniangled in the evll moshes of jralousy
and suspieion.  Snch feeling, goasping and fwil of
grecd, will work oui its resglls of doubt and misesy
upin the plane of desite, 0 which it 50 clearly helongs,
But there iz another Kud of love, wiich never slays
to think bow maeeh it i3 loved, but las ondy the one
obicet of powring itsslf out unroserveadly af the lect
of the vhjeet of it afuction, snd considers ondy how
brest it emm express in action the ooling which fills
itz heert so, uiterly. Here these v no limdbation,
begause there is no grosping, no drawing towards
the =, nu thought of return, and just becauss of
that thers s 8 tremendous cutpouring of foree, which
t0 mstyal matter conld express, vor conid the dimen-
sions of the astral plane contain it. It peeds the
finer matter and the wider space of the higher level,
and 0 the cnecgy genr;ratenf belongs to the rmental
wirld,  Just wo there is & religious devodion which
thinks mainly of what it will pet for its pravers, and
Jeweers Ite worship into a species of bargaining : while
there iz alw a pemuine devotion, which forgels itself
chaolmicly i the contemplation of its. deity. Wea
all knew well that in our highest devotion Lhers
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i romecthing whieh hay never pet been calisfied, that
our grandest aspiratings heve never yet been realisad,
that when we really love unseMishly, oor fecknyg is
far beyond all power of expression on this physical
plare. that the profonnd emotion stirred within oar
hearts by the ooblest musie vr the wosi purfect aw
reaches v Leighls and depths unbuown 1o thiy dull
earth. Yet of thiz iz a wopdrmes [ree of power
beyond oot calenlation, and it mnss produce ks resulf
gomewlere, somehow, tor the Tew of the conscrvas-
tior. of emerge lolds gl open the higher planes
of thought and aspivaticn jost as surely as in otdinary
miechanies.  Hut sinee It muost meect wpon him who
50t iF 1o modon. wnd wet it capnod work upon Lhe
physical plane hecanse of itz narrowness end com-
paralive grossness of matber, bow and when can it
prodnce 15 inevilable resslt % I shnply waits for
the man unfil it reaches ita [evel; it remains as so
rauch stored-up eneqry wskil L cpporbunity armves.
While his conscinmsncss 13 focnssed upon the physicsl
and astral planes i canoot react upom Dim, bk as
sorm as he transters himseld entively to ke menlal il
s remdy tor him, i Hoodgates aee opened, and s
aclion commencss, 5o perfoct jusfice 1s dene, and
roching 18 ever Jost, even though ko us in this dower
wordd it oseems to have missed 1h5 aim and eomd to
nothing,
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CHAPTER V.
FANY MANSIONS,

Trk key-node of the conecpiion is Lhe comprochension
ol how man makes his own acaven.  Here dpon this
plane of the Tisine Aind cxosts, as woe bhawe said,
#] benuty and glery ocenceivalle ; but the man
van ook out wpon i all only through the sindows
Lhe hirmzelf Las wmade. Every one of hiz thoughl-
totmas is such & windew, throngh which respovss may
cowne to himn frora Phe forees without. IT he Los
ehiefly regarded physiesl things during his earth-
Fle, then he hes yneds for hiraself bt few windows
throngh which this higher glory san shine o upon,
him, Yet cvery man will have had some touch of

we, wnsellish felivg, even it were but onee m all
bis life, and thut will be 4 window [Or him now,  Every
man, cxerpt the whier savage at a very warly stage,
will surely hawe scemething of Uiz wonderful time
of blizz. Instead of saying, as orthodoxy docs, that
somme men Wil go w0 heaven aud some to holl, It wouid
be far move estrect to suy that all mesn will have
their sharve of both states {IF woe wie to coll even the
Towest asteal Hle by 20 Loerible a name as hell), and
it iz only their rclative propordons which differ. IS
must o borne inomind that the soul of the ordinaty
mat 15 &5 veb but akb su carly stage of his devddop-
ek, FEe has Jearot tooose his plyysical vebicls with
compsrsbive ease, and he can alse function tolerakbly
freely in his agtral bods, though he 1z varcly able to
carri throngh the memory of its activitics to his
phireieal braim ; but his meotal body 1s not et in any
true menee o vehiele at all, sinee he esanot ntlise i
as he does those lower bodics cannot travel shout
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in it, noT craploy its semses for the reception of nfornra-
fion in the normal way.

We moust not think of him, therefore, #5 in o eon-
dition of any great activits, or as able to move shoult
fracly, as he did wpon the asteal lovels. i eons
diiiea here 1s chicfly recoptivw:, and his commummication
with the world outside him is only throogh his ewn
windows, and  thercfore oXecsdingly loited,  The
man whoe can put ferbh full setiviby there is already
almest meze fhan tman, for ke mmsh b s giecified
spivit. a geeak endd highly-evolved ensity, e would
here tull consclousness Lhers, apd wonld pee hiz ments)
vohicle s freely as the ordinary man emplovs his

bysiesl body, and thoough & vast fields of higher
Eumrledguc. wold liz oper to hine.

But we are thinking of ene as yot less develvped
Lham [lis—ome who has his windows, and scos only
[hrough duere. Tn order o wadevstand his heawen
s mush consider two polnts @ His relation to the plaos:
Tisell, el bis relution to hiz Iepends,  The question
of his relaiion to his surrermdings upon the plane
diddes iks2if mbo fwn parts, for e have o think
first of the malier of he plene z5 monlded by his
thonght, and secondly of the forees of the plane as
evoked in snswer bo nis aspiveiicons.

I have mentivned hoew man suevomeds  lbsoself
with thought-fuorms; here op 4lds plane we are in
fhe very home of thooght, so natorally thoze forms
are all-important In copzmeciion with both these con-
giderations:,  Theoe s living forees aboet Mm. moghtw
angelic whabients of the plans, and many of their
oodcts ate veTy fensitive to certain aspivationeg of
msan, and readily respond to them, Bot oatorly
hotl his Thoughts and iy wspirations sve onply abong
the: limes woich he has alvosdy prepared dnring earth-
lif~. T might scom that when he was transferved
o o plane of such trangeendent foree ond vitelity
he mipht well be slirred up to entirely new activi-
tes alomp hithurke unwonted lines§ but this s oot
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phasible.  Mhs mind-body is nok m by any means the
sarme ordeT as hiz Iower velicles, and is by ne moans
so Tully under his control. AR Lhooigh o past of
many livea it has becn accustemad o receice its
nnpressions and mcitcmenats €0 action from below,
through the lower wohicles, chiefly [rom, the phovsical
body, and semetimes foom the astral; % hes done
vty Jittle In Lhe wer of mooiving divect menta] vibra-
tiema ak its owm fevel, and it cannnd snddenly hegin to
weeeph and respond to them.  Practically, lhen, the
msn doeg nob indtiate any pow Lhoughls, hud those
whick he has slvendy foorn the windows thuough
which be Tooks out on his rew warld.

With regazd. to these windows there ave two possi-
hilities of wvaratlon—the dhecilon W which they
Iock, apd the lond of glazs of which they are com-
posed, There are very many diveclions which the
higher thought may tale. Some of bhess, such as
afferiion and dewonion, are g0 gencrally of o poesonal
character fhek it is porthaps boettor (@ cousider them
in conpectivn with the man’s rdalion to olher people 5
let us zother toke firgt an exsraple whoee that olement
does not come m—whone we bave 1o desl enly with the
infinence of his wnroundium, Slillppﬂz%& thal ons of
his windows into heaven s that of maesic. Here we
hawe o verw michty fores @ vou know how wondoerfully
rmuogie can oplift a rean. an make him for the time
A new belng moa new woodd s i von Bmve aver expe-
riemeed its efect you will yealise that here wre ave In the
proscuce of a stupondous powst, The man that hay
oo tmmsic in his seul hay po window opem in fhat
direetion @ but a man whe hag g mousical window will
receive Ehrongh it three entirely distinet sets of 1orpres-
ddons, wll of wlich, howsver, will be modified by
The kind of zlass e has in his window, Tt iz obwions
Lhat his gliss may be o great Tmitation to his view :
it may ke eolonved, and so admit ondy certain roea
of light, or it may be of pont material, and so distort
and darken all 1he rays as lhey enfer. For examaple,
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one man may have been nlle while on earth lo appre-
clati: nuly one oiazs of musie, aod 0 on. Bog supipse
his mnsical windaw o be & good one, what wﬂ? he
receive throngh 2

Firsi, he w‘iTI sense lhak musie which is the expression
of the ordered movernent of the forces of the plane,
There waz o definiie fael bchind the peetic ides of
the muosic of the spheres, for en these higher plancs
2M movement and achion of any nd produses glorions
harmunnies bolh of zound end cobour. Al thoughi
expressas iteelf in this way—his own as well as that
of others—in a lovely yet indescribable series of
evar-changing chonds, as of 2 thousand olian barps.
This mousical manifestation of the vivid snd glowing
life of heawven would be for him = kind of cver-
present awd ever-delightful background to all his other
EXPLTICIICCE,

Secondly, there i3 swong the inhabitants of the
plonc onc clase of entitica—one greas order of angels,
az our Christisn friends wouldd esll theri, who are
spetiully devoted to mausie, and hebilually express
thomsclves by 1% moans bo g far foller axbeal than the
rest. Thes ave spaken of in old Tlindn books aonder
the name of Gandbhareag, The man whese soul is o
tarre with muosic will eertainly atiract their atfenlion,
amred 3ill drae himself inbo eonpeciion with some of
thern, smd sv will learn with evardnerensing enjoy-
eni 211 Fhe marvellons new cornhinations which Lhey
empley. Thirdly, he will be a keenly appreciative
listener to the music made v his fellow-men in the
beaven-world. Think how many great composers
hawe preceded him s Bach, Beethoven, Moendelssolm,
Handel, Mozart, Bossini—all are there, not dead Int
full of vigovons lifi:, and ever punring furth far grander
strainz, fal rooye glorious hatmonics, than aoy which
- they Iaaew oo catth, Bsch of these is inderd a fomtain
of wondrogs melody, wond rmany an inspirstion of
var carthly musiclans s i realiby bot s faint and
tuy-off echo of the sweetness of their song,  YVeTy kar
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mnte than we realise of the genius of this lower world
1s nauglt but o reflection of the untrummeled pomwers
of {hoze who have gone betore ns; oftener than we
think the man who is recepiive hore can caleh some
thought from thern, and reprodioce It, o0 far as may
e possible, in this Jower sphure. Great masters of
wusic have told us how fthey someidrnes bear the
whole of zomc grand oraforio, =surne stately earch,
some noble chosas in one rescunding chovd ;  hew
it i m thiz way thal e inspiration eomes to themn,
throrglt when they v to noite # down in notes,
many pages OF mmsic may e necessary 1o reis
it. That exactly expresses Lhe manner in which the
Lznven iy murde diffors From, that which we know here ;
ong righty choed there wall eonvey what here woydd

_take hours to render oy less offectively,

Very aimibar would be Fhe experiences of the nup
whrge winduw was wil.  Ile also would have the samo
three possibilitics of delight, for the ovrder of the
plene expresses itsedl o codowr ws well as in sound,
and gall Theosophieal students are familinr with the
Fael that there = a colour language of the Devas—-
an order of sphils whose vevy cOmmunicatisn one
with another is by fashings of apleadid eolour. Again,
all Ehe great artists of mediavel thmes are working
glill -not with brush and canvas, bat with the far
eacier. yveb infnitely woore sutisfactory, moulding of
mental matter by the power of thought, Every srtist
knows how Bsr below the eanception in his mind is
[lie most suecessful exprossion of it upon papey or
canvas ; bu here b0 think i to realise, and disappoint-
ment 15 impossible,  The swne thing is Lme of all
directions of thought, s that there is in trulh an
intinity to cnjoy snd t9 learn, far beyond all fhat oo
Lmitcd minds ean grasp down here.
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Bur Iek uz |urn to the second part ol ouc subject,
the questieon of the man™s refations with persans whom
ko lowes, or with theoso for whom he feels devotion or
adoration,  Again snd again people agk us whether
Fhey will mest acd Euosy theit loved nnes in this
grander Bfe, whether amid all this onhmagimahble
gplendmar they wili ook fn vain for the familiar faees
without whick all would for them seem vanity., Hap-
pily 10 this qresion the ansvwer iz clear and ungalifed ;
the frtends will be there withoot the st E}IHJ.IU"FI" of
doeuhbt, and far more fully, far more really, fhan ever
they have been with us wet,

Yet again, men often ask ¥ what of onr friends
already I the enjoyreent of the heaven-life ; can they
srE 18 here below T Are they watching us and waiting
for ug?® Hardlv; fur there would be dilfieelties
in 1he way of either of these theodces, How eould
the dead be happy if e looked buek and saw thioe
whom he loved i soveow o saffering, or, far worse
stillk. n the sommission of sin ¥ And if we adapi
the othear allermalive, that he docs nok see, Bt is
‘walting, the case iz scareely better. For then ihe
man wiil bave a Inng and wearisome potiod of waiting,
a panful time of suspense, often extroding ower
many years, while the foend would In many cases

arvive g0 much changed s to be no longer sympathetic. -

On Lhe svstom so wisely provided for us by Nature
o]l {hese difficultes are avwolded ; those whom Lhe
man loves most ke has ever with him, and always al
their noblest and best, while no shedow of discord
or change can ever come between them, sines he
recelves from them all the fas exsctly what he
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THE LIFE AFTER DEATH,

wishey.  The amanpement iz nfinilely agperior to
anvtling which lhe hwagmation of man has heen
able tn offer us in its place—as indeed we miphi havs
sepreted --fo1 21l those speedaticns were man’s ides
of what is best, bus the tmth s God's idea. Let me
iy bo explain 1t

Whenever we love o peson vory deeply we form
a stwopg mental imnage of hink. and he is often presenl
fro onr mind,  luevitably w¢ taks his irenisl ioage
into the hesven-world with =, bocnnse 1% is 4o fhaf
level of mgtier that it vaturelly balongs. TSut Ehe
lowe which fermis and motains such an image is a very
J;__..:.werfu}_ {oree—a force which fs strovg enongl 1c
vegoh and ach wpon the soul of thal friemd, the red
fien whottn we love. Thai soul al ones and eagedy
res.yund_s._ and pours hiresalf into the thowghh-form
which we have made for hinn and in that way e
find cur friend truly peesent with vs, mors siidly
than ever before, Hemember, il is the zonl we Tove,
ank the hody o and it s the sou] fhat wo have wikl g
heze. It may be sadd, @ Ves, ktnal wondd be g0 if the
friend were also deqd ; bt suppoos he iz stfl] o)fwe
he canmot be in two plancs ol onee,”  The faet Is Lt

cas far ws this I8 concerned, he can e i two places
‘ot onmes, and offen roany more than two 1 and whekhe)

hie 15 what we eommonkr eall Tiving, or what we eomn-
monly ¢all dead. makes mot the slightest ditfsrencs
Iet ug gry fo wwdersband whas o soul really g, anc
we shull see hetler how this may be.

- The soul helongs to a higher plane, and i= 2 mget
groaket and graneder thing thah any manifealadio
of it ¢an be. Ifs relation o its vaanifedtations is {has
of ope dimension to aolher—that of a fne {o -
$QuaTs, or & square to a eube. Wo mmmber of squar:
eould eveT make a cobe, Decause the square has oply
twn dimensions, while The cube has theee, S0 onc
munber of expressions on any lower Gooan eV
exhaust £he fuloess of the soul sines he stands npor
wn altogether higher level. He pubs down a smsl
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pestion of Mms=lf nte a physical boedy in erder ta
sequin: experience which ecan oply be had on this
Hane ; ke con fake oaly one suel body st u Hme,
[or {hat is the law; Put if ke contd take a thonsaad,
they would not be suflicient to express what he reaily
15, He may have oniy one physeal body, bat i he
Irae evoled such love from o friend, thui that fitend
buy o stromg mental jmage of hite alwavs present in
his thoughs, then he is able to respomd to that love
by pourng nfe that thougat-form his own Yife, and
80 vIvifring it inte a renl expression of hing on this
lewel, which is two whole plancs bighet than the phvsical,
wnd theoefore wo moch the tbetter able to express his
guadilics, :

It 31, stilf seerns difliowlt o realise low bis eonscions-
uess eau Be aetive in that menifestation as well as
i this, entapase with this an ordinary physical cape-
rienee, Fask of ug sz he sts in his ehaie, is cosacdons
at the swne mstaut of scveral piwsical corizets,
He tonclies the seat of the chair, Bis Ject rest on Lhe
ground, lds hands feel the arees of the cheir, or perhaps
hold o book; snd yet his braim had so diffienity
realising ol these contucts uf ones ) why, Lhen, shouhd
it be bavder for the soul, widell 5 a0 mich gresfer
than the mers E-hjf;d{:ﬂ_en‘nscinusnﬁﬂs, [0 be conscions
simultapeonsty 1 more than ope of these manifesta-
thens on planes se entively below him ¥ It is really
the oot man who feels ail thoge different oonbacts
t 15 really the one mon who feels ol these differant
thonghi-images, and is real, Uving and loving in all
of lhem. Yuou hsve hima there alwars at his best,
for this is o far fulicr cxpression than the physical
plane eonld ever give, cwen wader the best of
clreune:banees, )

Will [Lis afierk the evolution of the frizsnd in any
way, it may be asked ¥ Certaiody 8 will, for il allows
him  an  additionul r:-pguriunity of manifestation,
It he has a phesical hody he is already learning physical
fezwone thoomgh it, bet this cnables hioe ot the very

53



B T T T P

R
4

He ey Sl BT AT e TR N

THE LIFE AFTER DEATH.

garae Hre to develop the guality of affeclion mueh
mors tapidly through the form on the mental plan
which 00 have given hip.  So your lowe for him
I3 doing gresk |hings for him. As we hawe said, the
soul mey manifest 1o many images if be is fortr-
nate rnongh to have them made for hom, One who
is mneh loved by many people may bawe part in
many Lheawens simultanecisly, and so may evolye
with [ar gresder rapidity ; but this vast odditiopal
appertinlity is the direet Tesull end reward of those
lowable qualitics which' drew towards him Ehe aflec-
tionate regard of s0 many of his fellow-men. 8o not
caly dees he rocelve Iove from all these, bt throvgh
that recciving he himself grows in Jeve, whelher 1hese
Ficads e Tivine or dead,

- We ghonld abserve, howewvar, ihat there ame two
posaible limdtations to the perfection of this inter-
eovrae,  Irst, wour Dosgs of vour fricod may be
puriial snd imperfoet, a0 that sany of his birher
qualities may not be represenled, and may there-
fore be unalide to show themiselves forth through it
Then, secomdly, there may be sore dilieolty from
your friend’s side. ¥ou may have formed a concep-
tlen somewhat maccurstely ;s iF wour friend bwe as
et ot & highly evolved eomld, it ig pozsible that won
may even have overrated him in seme direetion, and
in that caee there mighl be sorne wspeet of your thowght
image which ke could a0t completcly &l Tiis,
hosrever, s unlikelv, and eould only take place when
o quite unworthy object had boen unwisely idelised,
Even then the man who made the iage would not
[md snr change or lack In hés Briend, for the latter
14 at least betier able {o fulfi]l his ldeal than he bas
ever heen during physiesl fife,  Teing nodeveloped,
he may wot be perfeet, bat &¢ least he is better than
ever hefore, so nothing is wanting to the joy of the
deeller im heaven., Your friend caw 4l huodreds of
images with those qoolities which he poascsses, but
when & gquality is as yet ondeveloped in hito, he docs
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st suddenly esolve if because yom have suppised him
alrcady b3 have aiteined il How iz the cnomous
ddvantage which those have who form images only of
1kose who cannel disappoint them—or, sioec there
eonld  lwe po dissppeintment. we should rabher sav,
of those capable of Tising above even the highest
eoneeption that the lower mind can form of them.
The Theosophist who forms in his mind the fnage
of the Master knows that zll the inadequacy will

o s 0wk @ide, for he Iv dowwing there upon 3 depth
of lovi and prwer whinh his mental plummet can
nevey stund.

But, i mavw be scked. sinee {he sonl spends so
large & propertion of hiz Hme in the enjoyment of
the bizs of thizs heaven-world, whal ave hiz oppor-
tunities of development during his stay there § They
may be divided inte threc classes, thouvgh of cach
there muy he many varetes. First, througr ecrtain
gualies In himself he bas opened eortaio windews
into this heaven-world ; hy the continned exeveise
ot those quelities throngh so long o time he will greotly
strengthen ther, and will rebum to earth for his next
inearmation wery richly dowezed in that respect.
All thoughts are Intensificd by reldermfion, aod tle
man who spunds a thousand wears principally in
pouTing forth unselfish affeetion will assuredly  at
the end of thut peried keow how Lo love strongly
and well,

Secondly, if through his window Le pouts forth
on aspiution whizh brnge hiw into conbash wilb
one of the great ordsrs of spinits, he will ceTrainiy
aequire mach from s Inforeourse with them: -In
musio they will use a1 kinds of overtones and variants
whick were previousty unlmown to him ; i art they
are [mpiliar with a thousand types of which he las
Lad no cooceptivn, But all of these will gradoslly
iimpress themselves wpon him, wnd in £his way also
he will come out of thet slorions heaven-life richer
far than he entered it.
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Thirdly, he will gain additions] information theangh
the mental images which he bas made, if these people
thumeslves are suflidently developed to ke able to
fearh hirm.  Opnec more, the Thuﬂsaphis{; who hzs
mads the imagre of 3 Master will obtam vety dofinite
teaching and belp throvgh it, and in s lessor degaee
thiz 15 possible with lesser people. )

Ateve and buyond all this comes the Life of the
sl T eFo in his own cansal body - the yehiele wiich
b carries on with his fromPlife to {ife, crchanging
egeept for ils gradwsl evolution. There comes an
end ewen to that glotons heaven-lifs, wod thew the
mental body In its torn drops awoy ss the others
hawe done, and the 1 in ihe canssl begins, Her
ik gonl needs no windows, ¥for this is Tis troe home,
and here &ll his walls have fallen avway, The majority
of men have as yet bol very It]e eonseionsness at
guch o height as this: they Tesi, dreamnily unobservant
amd searesly awalks, bub such vigion as they bave i
i ime, howetver limited by ther lack of developroent,
; Stll, every Hme they reluen thesc lmitalions will
; be smaller, snd they themselves will be graatey, so
! thai this truest life will be wider aad Hdler for them,
: As the Enprovement coutinies, $his cavsal life grows
; mger and Bngrer, assumng an ovor larour propdr-
: tivn, s& compared to the cxisiehes at lower levels,
1 And ss he grows the man becomes capable not only
: of reemdving, Dbut of giving  Then, mdeed, is hi
! triwnph approaching, for he fs lesining the lesson of
the Christ, leerming the crowsing glocy of sacritice,
: the goprerne delight of pouring out sl his life for the
3 befping of iz follow-men, the devotion of the s&lf to
g the all, of oudestial sbrencth to human sevyviee, of
all these aplondid heavenly forecs fo the add of
s stongpling sonsof earth. Tlat is paxt of the life that

. lies befors s ¢ these aTe some of tﬁe gtepe which even
we, Wwhi ate as Fel ad the very hottom of the goldea
ladder, maz see vising above 1, 50 that we may report
thern to you wlho have ot acep thon yot, In onder
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that yan, too, may opon FOUr €725 to the unimaginshle
splendoizr which soryoamds vou here snd mow in
this dufl daily iife. Tlis is part of the pospcl which
Thenzophy Lrings to you—the certainty of this sublmme
future foy all. I= Is cotiain becsuss it is hese zlready,

hecause 4o lulovt #: we Thawve only to fit curselves
loe it,
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CHAPTER VL
GUARDIAN ANGELS.

To mwy wind il 15 ong of the most beantiful poinig
about one Theosophies] tezehing thet it gives hack
lo & man ald the maosk wseful and helpful belicls of
fhe religions which e hsz oufgrown,  There smc
many who, though they feel fhat they esnnot bripg
themaslves tu socenpt rauch Lhal they used Lo {ake so o
matter of ecurse, bevenihelsss ook bacls with o eertuln
arnommt of ropret fo same of The predbier ideus of their
mentodl whildhood,  Thoy have eoms uwp out of the
Ewilight info futler Lizhi, end they avce thankful for
the fart and they eoodd ool rebvren inle tlwdr former
atfitude 1F they would 3 wed sooe of the dveams of the
twilight were {’ﬁ-‘t:l_v, and the fuller Yoht seems some-
tirnes o Liftle hard in comparison with its softer tints.
Theosophy commes to theyr reseue hers, sud shows
thern that =l the slovy aod the Teauty and the poetor,
glirnpacs af sehich they used dimly to cateh in theis
trilirht, <xists as a liwlg teality, and thaf iustead
uf disappturing bofore the naosnday glow, s splendous
wil b only fhe mere wividly displaved  therchy.
But oor teweling gives thew Pauck thelr poctey on
quite & now basis—a hasis of selenitfie fuet mstead
of omeertain traditien, A very gond exumple of

©aeh belef s e ke fonad undere our title of * Gueondisn

Angels” There ave many  graceful fraditioms of
spiridansl guardisoship snd aogclie ity rveitive which
we sheuld all very mueh like o belicve i we could
anly see ont way to acceept them wafivoally, wnd
% hipe to explsin that to a very latge extent wo way
45E] LEN

The belief in gueh inlervention Is s very old anc,
Among the eazlicsi Tndian legends we hnd acecunts
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of the oceasivnal appecrances of minor Jdelfies at
erifinal points i humaw affaiw ; fhe Greelk epics are
full of sirailar stones, and o the history of Tloame
itglf we rend lhow the heovenly (wing, Castor and
Polho, led the armniez of the infant repoblic al Lhe
battle of Lake Regillas, In wmedizval dass St Janes
is recorded to have led 1he Spanish froaps Lo victory,
omed there are yaany tales of angels who walched ower
the plons wavfarer, or inlarfered af the nghi moment
to proteet. him from hawn, ** Merely a popular super-
stition,” {he seperior person will sov ; perkaps, hub
wherever we encounter a popular supsrstition which
ie widely-spread and persistent, we ost jnvarinbly
find summe kernet of truth behind it—distorted and
examrarated often, yet a troth still,  And this i= a cage
in point,

Iost religions speak to mean of guardian angels,
who stand by them o ey of sormow angd trouble @
piud Christianify wos no exeeption to this role. Puat
fer its sins there came wpon Christendorm the blight
which by an extravrdinary inversion of truth was
called the Helormation, and in that ghastly upheawval
wery mwch was lost that for the majority of ns has
oot even yet boen regwined.  That terrible abuscs
extated, mnd that a reforon was needed 1o the ehurch
I should be the lust to deny @ yet survely the Relorns-
tion wwg A wory heavy judgment for the aing which
had preceded i, What 5 called Droteskantisin bas
ewplicd and darkeped the wo1ld for ifa votarigs, for
among many shrange and plocny falsshoads it has
endeavoured to propugste the theory that nothmg
exists tu veeupy the infinity of stages between the
Thivine and the human, Tt offers us the amazing con-
ceptivn of a cuustant capricivus interferenee by the
Ruler of the universe with the working of HHs owo
laws and the result of His emm deerces, and this
usually ai the request of His creofurcs, who are appe-
remtly supposed to know betiur than He what is
pood for them. It would be impossible, I owe eould
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THE LIFE AWTER DEATIH.

ever aume b3 beliewe this, to divest ome’s rind of

. the iden thatb smeh mfsrferewce might be and ndeed

must be, parlisl snd mjust.  To Theosophy wer have
no sueh hought, for we hedd the belief in puerfect
Divige Juslics, and thersfore we recognize that there
e b Ao jplervention waless the pevson involved has
degerved sich help.  Hwen then, i would come fo
him throngh agenls, and never by divect Divine inter-
position. W Enow from our stedy, und muny of us
from our expevience also, that many intcrmediate
stagez exfsl belween the human aod the Yhvine, The
old belief in sngels and oschangels 1s Justified by the
facts, for just ax there sre various kingdoms below
humanity, &6 there are slso kdinrdoms above It o
cvodntinn,  We find next abowe us, helding muanh the
swmne posiidon with regard to ns that we m tora hald
30 the animal kingdom, the great kimgdom of the
devis o wngels, and above them again an evolulion
which has besn called that of the Dhyan Chohans, ot
srcheugels (theugh the names prven to these ordors
ragilier Libdel, and »o onward and upward to Lhe verne
fort of Thvinity, ANl is ome grodusted life, from God
iraself €0 Lhe very dust henesth our feel—ons long
ldder, of which humamty uecuples only one of the
stepa,  Thers are many steps helow and above e, wnd
every ene of them is Gecupled, LD would dudeed be
absurd for us to suppose that we ceasttute the highest
posaible form of developmeni--the ullimart sebhicve-
reent of eTulufion. Fhe coeosional APPEAFATH ATLOLRT
humanity of men much forther adwenced shows us
our next stame, and furnishes us with an exaaple to
follow., Men such as the Buddha and the Chrish, and
many other lesscr tcachers, exdlilit before owr cves
g grend idesl towards whieh we may worl, howeyer
far from its abtainmont we may find ourselves at Lhe
preaent ottt )

IL specis] indorveniioes in humen offnirs ceeasionelly
Luke place, is it #hoo to the angelic hosts that we
nesy book aw the probuble sgents employed in thews ?
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GUARDIATN ANGELS.

Perbsps sometimes, but verv razely, fer these Tgher
beings have their own work to do, conbeeted with
their place In the mighty seheme of Uknes, snd Lhev
gre BLAG likely gither t0 mofies or to interfere swith
us. Men is uncopscicusly so extraordinarily conceiled
that he 13 prone to thmk that all the sreater poswery
in the uniserse ought &0 be watching over him, and
ready to help him whenewer he saflers flinagk his own
{olly origeonance. e fovgels Lhab he is nob curaged
in acting 2z a bepelicent providence fo the kinsdoms
below Wim, or soing ouf of his way to ook aiter and
help the wld animals.  Sometimes he plays to them
the pars of the orthodox devil, end hwaks nta theiv
innoeens and harmless lives with torhae and wanton
destruction, mersly to gratifr hiz own degraded Tuss
of cruclty, which he ehooses to denoninats ™ sport
sornetines he holds anbnuls In bondage, snd {akes
a eertafn amonat of cgre of them, bt il i anly thak
they may work {or him—maet thot he wmay fhrward
thiit evoluton i Mhe abstract. How ran he expect
frore thost above T a type of suparvizion which
he ia so very far from giving to those Lelow kim §
It may well be thet the angelic kinsdom gues aboot
ilz own business, taking [istle more rofice of 15 than
we tele of the spattows i the irees. I mayr now
and then happen that sn oangel becumes awere of
some noman sotrew or diffienlty which mowes his
nity, awd he may try bo help us, just as we migh
iry to aseist an amamal In distress ; bub eevisinly his
widetr wigion womld recognize the facl that at the
present stages of evolution sueh interpositions would,
1 Hhe vast magonty of casss be productive of infinitely
more harm than gnod, Tn the far-disfant past man
whs frequentle ssgisted by thesce non-kumsn sgencies
benmuse then there were none ag vof song aur infynk
humenily capabie of taking the lead as tecclers;
bt oo That we arme attairiug onr adolezrence, we are
auppoced to have areived at o stoge when we can provide
leudevs amd helpers From among our own ranks.
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Ther: is anether kingdom of Natare of whick [ittls
is koown—that of Nature-zpivita o7 faivics.  Hers
again popilar tradition has presereed 4 leaee of the
cristenes of an order of beings wnknown W scionees,
Thay have been spoken of wnder msny¥ varoes—pixies,
mocaes, kobodds, brownies, svlphs, wndines, good

wople, ete., and there are fow lands in whose folk-
F;Tc. [Ley do not plar a purt.  They are brinus pos-
sousin g either agtral o7 ethevie bodics, and eonscquentTy
th 15 ondy rarely and wmder porubar citcumstomoss
thal. they heeome visible to mas.  They nsnally
avild lds neighbouthood, for they dishke his wild
cutbursts of passion and desire. 90 that when they
ayr scen if i3 generally in some lonely spoty, and hy
zomee (ooinlaineer or shepherd whose wok lakes
I lar {mom the busy hauntz of the ewowd., It has
starsiioues happened that one of these créatures has
boeome atbzehed to some human leing and devoted
Bimas=lf b his serviee as will be found In storics of
the Beoltish Highlands; but as a rule intelligent
assistence is hardly to be expected from enfities of
Lhis class.

Then there ave the grest Adepts, the Masterg of
Wisdorm—men hke ourselvaz, yet =0 much rore
highly evolved that fo us they seem as gods in puwer,
in wisdom: ond In compassion. Their whole e is
deveted o the work of helping evolution ; would they
therefore bo likely tu Intervens sumetimes in noman
nffairs T Pousibly ceessionally, bt oniy very reeody,
becanszz they have other and far greater work to do.
The irnovent somacfimes have suguested that the
Adepts vupght v come down into ofr great towns
and succoly the povr-—the ignorant, I sav, because
only onc whe is cxoeedingly ignorant and inceedibly
presunphemis el yentares to eriticiss thus the aetion
of those so infnibely wiser and greator than himself
The semaible and modest man resliscs that what thew
do they must have good reason for deing, and that for
Iira to blarse Che would be the height of stepidity
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GUARDIAN AWNGELE,

and ingrsditude,  They have their own work on
planes far higher thae we can teach ; they deal divectly
with the seals of Meen, and shine upon them sg st-
bght upon & fower, drawing them wpwards and
onwards, and [lbng themwr with powor and life ; and
thet Is a prandev work b far thun healing or earing
for ow feeding their hodics, good thongh this also moay
he inoats pluce. Toerwpdoy themw in morking on the
physieal plane would be a waste of force infinficly
greater than it would be in st onr mest leayned
men of seience io Lhe labour of breaking stones wpon
the voad, wpan the ﬂ}ﬂna that that wus a physical wotk
fur the good of all, while sricniific work waz nol
irpracdiately profitacle to the peor! Ji is not from
the sdept Fhat physieal nbezvenlion s lkely o come,
tox he is far more usefudly ernplosod.
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TrEes ate Iwoe clozses Tom wherm Intereention
in buman sffairs may eome, snd in hoth csses thew
are men hke ourselves, sod ned far meraoved frum
ont own kevel. The first elaay eonsiste of those whora
we ozl the desd, We think of Them sz dar awaw,
. bart that is & delusion ; they e cery nealb vs, and
though o their new 1ife they cannot venalby see cur
physieat bodics, they ean and do see our astral wihickes,
and therefore they Imow all our feelings aud crzotions,
So fhey know when we are In tronble, snd when we
need belp, and it gomelmes heppens that they are
ahls ta give it. Hers, then, we huve an enomoous
number of poasible helpers, whe may ocensiomally
intervene in kuvens affairs.  Occasionalby, but nol
very often ;. for the dead man is all the whils steadily
withdrawing Info  himself, 'and  therefore pogsing
rapidly out of toweh with carthlv things; and Uhe
mrosh, Lighly developed, and thersfore the mest helpfal
of men, are precisely those who must pass away
{rom earth most quickle, Still thers are undonbied
eases m which $he dead have mtervened in human
affalts ; mdeed, Perhaps Euch Omses are IN0re TN ETond
thar. w¢ imagine, for m vory many of them the work
done Iz only Lhe poitng of a saggestion into the
raind of simne person still iving on the physical plome,
gnd ke often remamg uncopscious of the souree of
Lis happy inﬂpimﬁml. Sometimes it is necessary for
the dead ran’s purpose thaf be should show himmself,
and it 15 ondy-then that we who ave s0 blind are aware
of hiz loving thought for ws. Besides, he punnot
elsrass show himgelf at wil; there mny b2 many
fimes when he tries to kelp, but is unable to do so,







HUMAN WOREERS N THE UNSEEN,

and we all the lims koow nothing of his offer.  Still
Ehere are such cases, and some of them will be foynd
recoimyied in oy book om “The (ther Side of
Deaih™

The gecond elass among which helpors may be found
consiats of theose who are able 10 fMmaction conseiously
upon the astral plane while still Bving—or poerbops we
had ‘witer say, while 8l in the physies] body, for the
words *F living * and “ dead ™ are in reality ludiczousiy
misapplicd in vidinery parlance.

I§ is we, ipumeshed AS we are in this physical matter,
baried i {he dark and wsdsowne mist of enzib-NEe,
blinded by the heavy wveil that shuts out from es
so mueh of the light wad the glory that arc shinmg
armd us--—t i gurely we who are (he dead ; not
these who, Lhaving cuat off for the. time the bnxden
of the Hesh, afgrad amemgst uws radiant, rejoicmg,
strung, so much Treer, a0 much more capable than
we.
These whe, while stil In the physical world, have
lesrnt to Tse their astral bodive, snd o sume cases
their mental bodies also, are wswally the pupils of
the great Adepts lelfove-mentioned.  They canoot
do the work whick the Master does, for their powers
arz mot developed ; they eannot yet funetion freely on
those Iofly planes where He can produes such magni-
ftecnt remdds ; but they can do seraething at lower
lewels, and they ate thunkfol to serve iy whatover wal-,:
He thinks best fou them, sud Lo ondertake sueh work
g5 is within their power. 3o sometimes it happens
lhat they see sxne human troobile or suffering whish
they are shle (o alleviate, and they gladly tor to do
what they ¢an. They ave often ahle to help both the
livizp amd Ehe deacl, Tt it mnsi always TETFETL-
Jered that they work woder conditions, When soeh
power and such training are given io a man, they are
oven 1o him ender resirictions. He must pever use
them, selfishly, never display them o gratify cutiosity,
aeveremplay them to pry into the Wisiness of olhers,

4l 3



THE LIFE AVTER DEATH.

never wive what al Spirttualistic scances are aallsd
feate—thul ks 10 say, b mnst never do anyihing whick
can be proved ag o phenomencn O the physieal plan..
He miohd 31 he ehose tele 2 message to o dead man.
bui it would be bevend his provinee to Dring back
a veply Toont The dead 10 the Mvieg, unless 1€ were
ender direed instroctions from the Master, Thos e
band of invisible helperx docs ool constitute izelf into
a detecHve offtiee, nor inde aw astTal nfovmeiion
boreasr, but it stmply aad guielly &oes sl work as
is miven o it fo da, o2 58 comes in s way,

Let 15 ree how o man iz sble 1o do szeh work and
gire such halp ns we hove deseribad so thub we mav
wdersiond what are Uhe limits of this power, and
gee how we vopeelves ey 1o somwe exfenl allain it
We must first think how 2 man leaves This Body i
sleep. He abandons [he physieal body, in ordev that
il ey have vomplele rest ; bl he himesstl, he soul,
needs no rvost, for he feels no fntipne, I is only the
paTaical Ldy Ihak ever beromes Hred,  When e
ﬁ'pes\k of menkal fatipne It iz o reality o rodstormeT,
for it i1s the brain and 06t the mind That js tirad.
In sleep, then, the man 15 sonply using his aciral
hody ielend of his phyaical, and it i only that body.
that is asleep. mot the man hims=W. IF we examine
a sieepinp savars with elalrveowvant sipht, indeed
wi sha wbably find that hr i3 nearly as mueh
asleop as his bodv—that he has verr Lttle definite
cougcionaness in the astral vehicle whish he 15 Inhabit-
ing. Tie is umable to move awar fwom the immediate
neighbourhood of the sleeping physiesl body, and iF
an attenpt were made o draw him away he would
wake i ferror.

I we exzamine & move eivilised muan, as 0T egarnple
ore of ourselves, we shall find 3 very groal dillarence,
In s ease the man in his asteal body is By no anesns
meonecions, bul gqride aciively thinking, Newver
theless, he may be taking very NiGe more notice of
Lis surtoundiogs than the savage, though not at all
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for the pamee reqsen. The satvage s ineapalle of
seeing 3 the civilsed man is a0 wrapped up in his
owll thongnlz that he does not ses, tﬁnugﬁ he comlid.
Hz has belind him 1he imrmenwrial customn of & long
gerics of lives in which the astral feculties haxe nab
becan uwsed, for bhese facnltics have been sraduelly
ommwheg Ioside a shell, aomelhing as 4 chieken grows
ingide the cgr. The shell iz composed of the me=at
mass of self-ventred thought I wlich he ordimgre
man is w0 hopelissly tntombed.  Whatever way bhave
brom the thoughts chicfiy crgsging his mind deries
the pasi daw, Le wsuadly cowlinmes thon when falling
azieen, and ba is thus surraimded By g0 dense a wall
of Wis own making Lhaf he practically knows neothing
of what 1= poingr on oufsids.  Oceasionally somee
vislent mpact from without, or some strong deaire of
hiz own from within, may tear aside €his ez of
mist for the mument sund permit him 0 receive same
detinite Impression ;. but cven thew the fogr eloses i
araln almost lowedialely, and e dewesmys on wnob-
servantly ag before,

Can be be awakened, vou wiEl ser?  Yes, that
may happen (o him in four different ways, Tist,
in the far-distent future the slow, but sure, svoiviion
of the man will undoubtzdly gredually dissmpate the
ouTtsin of the mdst,  Seeonudly, the tuﬂﬂ%ims&ﬂi‘, heving
Jearnt, the facts of the case, mar by sleady aod per-
sizgtent effurt clear away the mist froem within, and by
degress ovareome the Inertis resultingr from sgoes
of nsctvity, Fe may resolve before polng fo sle
to iry wlee he leaves his body to awaken hu‘n?ﬁ?l
gnd see sorpelhing.  This i ppeocly s hustening of
the maturzl process. and there will be 16 have in i
if the man has previously doveloped eomunon sense
and the rooral qualities. H these are defective, he
may come very sadly o griaf, for he vuns the daudle
donger of missing soch potrers as he may acquive,
and of bemg overwhelmed by foar in the presenes
of forees which he ean neither wederstaud nor control
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THE LIiFE AFTER DEATH.

Thirdly, it has semetiaes happened that some acei-
dent, or some unlawinl use of megies] cercmonisg,
hay a0 ment the vead that it can never wholly b olosed
vrain.  In suck o cage the man may be lefd in the
terrible  condition &0 well  described by Madame
Blovatsky ix her siory of © A Bewitched Lifiy’” or
by Lopd Liviton fn his powerfud noved, ™ Zapomi™
Fourthly, some friced who knows the man thorooghly,
ond heldicwes Bin sapable of facing the danerrs of
the asstal plune and dving pood, wiscllish work [hers,
may act upon this coud-shell from without and
pradually srouse the man 0 hig higher possibilities,
But he will never do this wodess he {vels absolutely
sude of hing, of hiz eovrage and devotion, and of hs
poseession of the necessery gqualificelivus for good
work., If In all these wavs Lo is judzed satisfactory,
he may thus be uvited and enshled to join the band
ot helpers.

New, as to the werk such helpers con do. T have
given many ilusirations of this W the [ittle book
which I have wrtten, bearng the fitle of © Invisihle
Helpers,” so X will oot 1'::]{-.511: Lhos: sharies -now,
hut rather give you o fow leading ideus az to the
Aifferent typws of work which ate most vsnally done,
Naturplly it s of varied londs, and most of it ic wes
in any way physient ; perhups it may best be divided
into work with the lving and woll with the dead,

The giving of comfor: und eonaolstion in socrow
or sickness at onec suggests iteld as a comparatively
essy lask, and one thut can eonstuntly be performed
witheut any one mowing who docs it

Often efforts are meade to patchk up quartclseto
effeet o Teconeilintlon between thouwe who lomy have
bren separated by some difference of opinions or of
interests.  Sometimes it has besn possibie 0 wam
men of some preat donger which impended ower
their heads, and thus to avert san accident. Thore
howve been cases im which this has been done even
with regard toa purely physical matter, though mews
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generally it is agwinst moral danger that such warnings
are given. Oecasivnally it has been permdssible to
offer o solumn waming i0 ope who was leading an
immoral life, and a0 to help him back info fhe path
of veetiinde.  Jf the helpers happen to koow of a time
of apecial trouble for & frend, they will endeavour
o stewod by hite through it, and fo give him strength
aad eopn forl., ) :

In great calagtrophes, too, there is offen mach
thak man be done by those whoss wock i unreoognised
by Ihe outer world, Sometimes it may bho pernutted
that scme one or tws persons may bo saved ; and a0
it eomes that in accormts of trrrdhle wholesale destrTe-
fion we hear oow and then of cscapes which e
cstoemed mitactdews,  Bus this is only whon among
these whe are in danger there is ons whoe is not to
dic in thal way—ona who owsg Lo the Divine Law no
debf that can be peid b thak {ashion, To the great
majority of rases 21 thot eon be done Is Lo make sonme
effort to impart strength and eowmags to faec what
must happen, and then afferwards to meet the souls
us they arrve upon the astral plane, and weleame and
apslst them there.
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HELPING THE DEAD,

Tors brings us to the eonsideration of what is by
far the greases! and most Inpovtant part of the wotk
—the helping of the desd.  Dofors we can under-
stand this we st throw uside sltogether the ordinary
clupisy and erromcous ideas shout death and the
condition of the dead. They avwe ool far away from
us, they ars not suddeuly catiredy changed, they
have not become sngels or demons. They are just
turnan . bejngs, czactly soch as they were before,
neilber better nor worse, and they stand elose by us
il seasitive to eur fBeelings and our thoughts ceen
mor: than of yorve. Thal iz why uncontrolfed grief
for the decd is en wrong as well 25 g0 wolfish,  The
dead mman fecls cvery emotion whichh passes through
the heart of hiz loved ones, snd i they uncompre-
hendingly wive wey ko sortow, Lhab thvows a coTre-
sponding clond of depressivn ower Wim. and males
hts way bardeT thon it need be if his feiends had been
hitter takglht,

S0 thete s much help that may be given o the
dead in very muny ways. First of a]l, mawy of them
—indeed, most of them-—need muech sxplansiion with
regard to the new world iIn which they find them-
gefves.  Their refigion eught te have taughl them
what to expect, and how to Lve amid these new con-
difigng 3 but in most cuses 1 has oot done ony Lhing of
the kind., 3o it comes that verr many of them are
in a eondition of considerable mneasiness, and others
of poeilive terror. They need to be sonthed sand eong-
torped, for when they sweounter the dreadful thoughi-
torrms which they sand their kind have been making:
far centures—thourhts of o personal devil aud an
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angry aud erae] Deifr—lhey sre ofice. reduced to g
pitinble state of fear, which is rot only cxeeedmply
unpleasent, bot very bad for Lheir cvolidiom ; and it
often costs the kelpar much fimes and trouble to bring
them nte a rrore reasenable frame of mind. .

There pxe men w whem this eniry ndo & new life
seemas te give for the fiest time on opporfunity to
ser themselves as they wealy are, and some of them
are thoedore flled with wmeose,  Heee spain the
helper's sorviees are weoded 1o cxplain that what i
pash 15 pest, and that the only eff2clive repsntance
15 the reznlve to Jo this thing no move—shat whatever
the desd mere may have done, he i8 nol & lost =oud,
Luf, that he must simpdy begin fropn whew he finds
hirogelf, and try to Hwe the troe life for Fhe {utieres.
Seme of them oling passionately fo eartl, where zll
theiv thuughts and nferests have been fixed, and
they suffer mnch when they Fnd themsclves losing
hold and eght of £ Others ar carth-bound T
the thoughts of etimes that they have carpmnited, o
dutics dhat they have lefh nndone, whilc othors in
toen are worried aboul the condilion of those whom
they howve It behind. All these nre onses which necd
viplonaiion, and stmedmes it is also necesssty o7
the helper to tuke sfeps on the physieal plane in
arder to eavry ik the wishes of the dead man, oned
50 leave him Iree and untroubled to pass on to higher
meatters,  Poople are inclimad to ook al e dark side
of Spiviluslisim ; But we rawst never forget thak i6 haa
dope: an encrmons amounl of good i this sert of
wolk—im giving fo the dead an cpporfunify fo
artange iheir affaies affer a sudden and umexpected
departure.

1t is surcly a hoppy thousls thet the G of much-
needed tepose foi the body 1y nob recessarily & peried
of inaciivily for (e trme man wilhin, L oased ab
one timg to feel thot the time given to gleep was
wadly warted fime; now I understand thot Natore
shoes mot a0 mismanage her affsirs as to losc one-
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THE LIFE AFTER DEATIS,

third of the man's life, 0Ff course there are quelii-
cations requited foo Phis work ¢ but I have piven them
so cereflly and af length in my litlde book on the
subject™ !.%mt I need only just mwention themn here,
Firgt, Fe must be ene-pointed, and the work of holpiag
olhere must be ever the firet and highest duty for hirg,
Beorndly, he most have pertect self-rontrol—oontoof
nver hiz femper and hie perves.  He mush tever
sllow Lis emetions to ingerfers with his work in the
slightest degree ; he moust be above anger, end above
[ear, Thirdly, be mnst have perfect calmnegs, serenity
and joyousness, Men subjeet to depression snd worey
are wgeless, for one sreat part of the work is Lo soothe
gnd to ecalm others, and how can they do thaf it
they ate all the timg in a whirl of excitement or warry
fhemselves ¥ Fourthly, the man must have mow-
ledge ; he inuet have alrcady lewmt Jown here on
this plance all that he ean ahout the other, for be
sanniet expeet thad wen Here will waste valuable tine
in teachipy hirn what he might have veqered {or
himsel. Tifthiy, he moust be perfectly unsclfish, He
muzt be ghove Lhe foolishness of wounded feclings -
and muost think not of himssli bot of the work that
he has to do. g0 thal he will be glad (o take the
bumblest: duely or the greatesl duty without covy
o the one hand or conceit on the other,  Sixthly, he
muzt have & heart filled with love—nof sentimenislizm,
it the ntense desive 0 seTve, fo berome a chonpel
for that love of God which, Hle the peacs of God,
pasacth man's onderstanding.

¥ou muay think thet this = an impussible standsard ;
on the contrarey, i iz athamable by every man, Tt
will Lake ftime to rench it bt assopredlyt it will be
tine well apemt. Do not turn away dishesrtemed,.
but. et to wurk here and now, nnd strive to become
il for Lhis glotious task, and while wo am striving,
do wef let us wait idly, but toy 80 vudertaks some

- little piece of work along the same lines. Ewvery ome

¥ & Tnvisible Helpers,™
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HELPING THEI DEAT

lenorers somé ease of sorrow or distress, whethor amony
Lt Living or lhe dead doss not matfer; of yon know
gueh & case, take it intu vour mind wlen }-JT.I lie dovm
o sleep, and restlve as snon as ¥ ule free Erot This
hady to E“ ta that perzon. and codesvour g0 comlort
him. You may not be emscious of the result, wom
Ay hat repnemhor ariything of it in ihe momning;
i b owell assured 1hal vour resolve wil nel be
fritless, and Bhat whelher you remember what you
hzve dore or nol. yau wijl b2 gquite sure to have done
sopething,  Some day, soener or kater, you will find
evidenes that you have bren successful. Remember
1het ag wo belp, we can he helped ;) wmembor that
fraom the Iowest to the highest we ste bound tomether
by one long chain of mukal seivioe, and that aithﬂugh
we starud un the lower steps of the ladder, it reaches

abovi theee cartlily wmists 10 whern the Oght of
G{:d is ahvrwys shindng,
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CHAFPTER .
THOUGHTS ARE THINGS.

Lrrerrnc: has been made 10 the faet thal thoasglat
and ermotion, beddes the effect wiich they Il'll‘gd]i.:‘_‘:
apian the physicel body, couse vibraticn o the sabtfar
hodies spproprizte to thern—the astral and menta}

- podics By which ench hurman Belur s curromded,
The fnllowing pagsazes fromn gn.articl: by Mrs. Bosant,
which sppeared m 18546, will help to make the metter
alearor, when read n covdunetion with the illvstrations
reprodiresd in Ehig booldet,®

The pictures of thonghiforms herewith proscnted
wery obtajnod ma follows @ ten elodrvorant Thenan-
phists ohsereed the foomy euveed by definite thoughts
fhrowt onl B onge of thom, and slso wakched the
forms projecked by othet pexsons under the [nfuenes
of wanons emolions,  They described fhese as fulky
and wectEtately s they eculd to anoartist won sa with
them, apd be made sketeliws and mised celours, Hl
some sppreximation o the objzets was made,  Thfor
tunately the clairvoyants could not draw and the
artist eonbl net sce, s0 the arrsngement was o Nt
like that of the blnd aud leme men—rhe Tlind men
bhaving good legs ezxricd the lame ones, and tho laou
men having good eves jpuided the Blind, The artis
at his leisure paintzd the forms, and fhen anothe
pommnister wos held apd sat npon the paintinge, snf
in the Lght of the eriticisms then made our Jong
sulfering Eb‘rDthuT! painted an alenos eniirely new ge
—4he most seeewsstul atterapt that has hitherbo e
made B0 present these clusdve shapes in the Jdull pig
ments of earth.

b

Lor o Fuller aovaimnt o Vet sesoeiios foc Eb;;gﬁ-%;rk:
br Anpiz Tesant sod 2 W, Leachenzer, with 33 fell.pase soloars
platcs,  Frics 108, 64, net,
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THOUGHTS ARE THIMNGS.

Al strdents know that what iz called the Anra,
of may iz the coter part of the clowd-like substone:
of his Ligher bodies, mtsypooctrating each other, and
extending beyond the eondines of his physical body,
the smallest aoff all, They know also that fwo of these
bodies, the menlal and desgre hodies, see those chislly
peneerned wilh {he appearsnce of whet urc callod
thoughi-formns, But in order that the matier may b
maide clear for all, and not only for studends almady
acguainted with Theosophical teachings, 2 recapitn-
latron of the mein focts will not be out of place,

Man, the Thinker, is elothed in a bodw composed
© of maumershle combnations of the subile matter of
the mentst plane, this body being more or less refined
in ils constitiuhts and argavized mure or less fully
for its fanelions, scoording to the stope of intelleptnal
developtnent at which the man hinself has arrived.
The menfal body iz un objaet of geeat beauty, the
delicncy end rapid metion of its paiticles givin% it am
ezpect of living iridescont lipht, aond this Deauty
becomres an extraordinsrily radiamt and entoupeing
leweliness as the infelleclt beentnes move higly cwodved
and iz emploved ehicly aa pure and sublinee toples,
Hvery thought mives rise fo o sel of coreclated vilbia-
tions in the maticr of this hody, secompsnicd with
a mareelloms play of culour. fike that in the spraw
of & walorfall s the sunlight strikes 11, rafsed fo The
wh degres of colowr and wivid delicacy. The body
npder this impalse thvows off o vibraling portion
of it=zelf, shaped by the nature of the wibratfons—
as figures are made by sand on a disk vwibrating o a
musieal note- -and this gathers from ke surresmding
atmosphere matler ke itsclf in finencss fron the
elemontal essenee of the mentsl world. We bhove
then a thonglit-forrn pure and simpls, and it 15 a
living entity of ntense activily animated Ly the one
ides Lhat genepated it TF made of the finer knds of
malfer, it will be of greal power snd cnerey, and may
be used =g a most potent agenl when dirceted by o
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THE LIFE AFTER DEAMATEL

skrong and steady will. Inte tho details of such v
e will endler later. Such a thenght-domm, if diveelcd
to afleel, ooy olject ov perzom on the ggtral world, will
taks to ftself & covering of astral materials, of fineness
vorrelated to 3tw ows, froen ihe elemenlul essence of
the astzal workd. :

When the man's energy flows oulwsrds towards
externnl oljeets of desire, or i oeeupied in passiona)
and emotional activities, Mis eperey works In a less
sabile order of wuber hon [he menial, in that of the
aotral world,  Wist is called ke desie-body i2 som-
pused of this matter, ond it forms the mosl prominent
- parl of the aura in the undeveloped man, Where the

Tz 18 of & gross t;;][:e._ the dewre-kody is of the denser
matter of the astral plane, and i= dell in hoe, browns
sned dirty greeng and reds pluying o great T oin it
Thirough this will flash various characterisiic colowrs
a5 his passiohs st exeited. A man of higher type
hus s dzsive-body composed of the finer gquelitizs of
waleal matier, wilh the colvurs rippling over and fush-
ing through 1 fine and elear ju ans, While less delicale
and less radianl than the mental hody it forms o
beautful ohijecl, and as seHialoess is eliminated afl
the duller and heavier shades disapposr.

Three geners] prineiples wundeadic the production
of all thowghi-formns :

1. Guabty of thought determines enlour.

2, Noture of Lhought detetmines nrot. -

8, Definitensse of thought determines clearness of

outline, :

Cplonr.  Colours depend oo the unnbeee of vibrations
that take place n a second, and this is £rue in the
agfral and seenta]l wozlds s well us in the physical.
TP the astval and mentsl hodics gve wibrating under
the influenes of devotion, the sma wiil be snffused
with e, rmuore or less intense, beaubiful and pure
aeeerding to the depth, clevation and punty of the
feeling, Tn s church, such thonght-forms may b
peen rising, fox the most payi nob very definitely
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THOUSHTS ARE THINGS,

oallised, bul volling masses of blue clouds (Fig. 2.
Too often the colowr {3 dulled by the intermoixture of
selfish feelings, when the blue iz mived wilh Brownos,
smd thus loges ils pare brillianey. Batl: (he devofaoral
thomgrbt of an wnselfish heart is vary lovely In eolour,
likw the deep blus of & semmer sky. Throngh such
vlowds of bluz will often shine out golden stars of
great brilkaney, darting upwrards ke a showor of
sparks.,

Anprr mives ris: toe red, of all shsdes from lodd
brickered bo brilliant sesrlet @ hoagal aonger will show
as Aashes of urid doll red frome durk-Brows clouds,
while the enger of “mnobl: mdignadon ¥ ig a wivid
searlet, by no means mbezolifal 4o lnak al, Ll
it givies an wopleaszant £hreill,

Aftection, love, zends out «lovds of mogy hue verying
frowy, dull erimson, where the love is animsl o iis
nagrre, rosc-led mingded with brown when  selfish,
oT with doll grocn when jealous, to the most exquisite
shades of deliculs rowe like the eady fushes of the
dawning, e= the low: beeomes more purified from ol
sclish elernents, and Jows oud in wider and wider
cireles of genmerous Impersoaial tendevosss and com-
passion to all who are fo nesd, .

Intellect produces wellow thought-fonms {Fig. 6,
the pure Teasun directed to spimitual ends giving rise
1o & very besutiful delicate wellow, while nsad for ror
selfish ends or mingled with ambition I viddds derp
shades of crange, clear and intense [Fig, 7.

Form.  Aeentding to the nature of the thonghi
will he the fomn it goueretes, In the thought-formas
uf devotion the flower which s figured was a thought
of pure devolion offered to One worshipped by the
E:E‘unk{él:l, e thought of scH-suivender, of sacrifice

lg' " '

Such th(:u%)]:;ts coengbantly assume dower-like forms,
cxceedingly beautiful, verving much in outlne bur
characterised by curved upward-pointing petals 1ike
azure Hurngs. 1t is thia ﬁ%wer—li_kﬁ characteristic of

¥
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THE LIFE AFTER DEATH.

devolinn thet may have led to the direcliou, by these
whit saw, of effering Howoers s past of relionys wor-
ship, fipuringr io soggestive matenol fomns that whieh
wa: vizible in the astral world, binting af thing
ensect Ty things scen, aod influencimng Bhe mind by
an sppropeizte synbolegy. 4 beam of bioe light,
Hke o penedl of rays, shot upwards tovwards the sky,
was 4 Lhooght of loving devotion fo (ke Christ Pum
the mind of a Christian. The five-poiniad star (Fig 1,
Froptispierel was a thought direcked Jowards the
Duity, @ devotional aspiraficen to be in hiarmony with
eosaic law, as the expreasion of His nstuse, end it
was these latter elzments which gasve b e geormetyions]
forme, whils The mental comstituents added the yoliow
rays. Thoughts which assume geornetvical shapes,
sueli us the eirdle, enhe, prramid, friangle, pentacts,
double triangle, and the Lke, are thoughts coneerned
with vosmie crder, or they are mefaphysical coneopts,
Thus if (his star were yellow, it woull be a thogght
dirzeted infellectnally to the working of law, in con-
reotion with the Deily or wilh ralional mao.

Among the houghtforma of affection, Fip, 4 i
wery pood—a theaght of Jowe, elearly defined ang
defimitely dircctod towards its ohjoet. Fip. 5 i9 a
thougkt which is loving bnl approprate, seeking 1o
draw to ftsell and fo hold.

Tig. 7 is o characteriztic fomm of a strong and smbi.
tious thowghi ; i1 wag talen foom the aura of a mar
of keen intellect and woble charseter, who was arnhi
linus fand worlhy) to widd power, and whese thoughts
ware twened 1o the public sood.  The ambittouw
glement condributes the hooked extonsfons just as
the grasping Iove jo Xig b causes similay protrusions

Clearness qf owtline. Thie depends entirely om the
definiteness of the thowght, and iz 2 comparativels
rare thing, Conbuast Figs 1, 2 and 3. Vapue, disam)
devotion yieldes the coudy mass of Figp 2 and com
paratively fow worshippors show anything but this
%o the graat majority of poople when thinking sea
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ot such deuds ns Fig, 6. The crestor of ¥Fig, § kmew
jusk what he meant, and so did the creator of Flg. 1.
Thete wae no Difting, no  wobblingn® olewr, pre
and strenyr were the thoushts of these devotoos, Bo
poain the person who gencrated the form vopresenfed
by Fiz. 4 kad o very clear acd dofinite love diverled
towarts = gpoeific onjoct, and the maker of Fig ¥
meant fe carry ot the thought there oullined,

A fhought of [ove and ol desirs o proteel directed
srongly towands some belnved object cmeatos a form
which goes o Llke person thought of and remeims in
biz aure as a shielding cnd proteeting ouvent ; it will
seck all nppottunities fo serve; and all opportenitics
o defend, ot by a conselons and delibesute action,
Tt by o blind following out of iho wpulse impressed
upch fl.oand oyl strengthen riendly forees that
mmphnge ot the aurs and wesken anfviendly ones.
Thus may we ereale and maivbain veritable ersvdian
angels tound thoss we love, and meoy s swother's
prayer for a distanf child 1lus eiccles Tound i
though =he koows ot the method Ly which her
opaver Ig mlswered,™

THT WATTHFR A HA U2EA3, 2770, LOMES o SENHLIDRR.



