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AN OUTLINE OF
THEOSOPHY.

CHarTer .
INTRODUCTORY.

WHAT 1T I3

For many a yeir men have been

- discussing,  arguing,  enquiting  about

cjTaain gredt baec truthe—ahout the

existence and the pature of God, abaut
His relation to men, azd about the past

and future of bumanity. So radically

" have they differed upon these pomts, and
-s0 bitterly have they assailed and ridi-

gded ang another’s heliel, that there
has come to be a firmly-racted popular
opinign that with regard to all these
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watters (here 75 no certainty available—
nothing hot vagze speculation amid a
ceud of ungornd deductions drawn from
t-established pre-nses. And iz ia
spite of the very defirite, though [fre-
quently meredible, assertons mards on
these sabjects an achalf of the varigus
religions,

This popular opinion, though ot
unnatural uacder the circamslances,
i enthely matue.  Lherc are dehaie
facts available—ulenty of themn Thea-
sth}f grws them to us; but it offers
them not (as the religions do) as matters
of faith, frut as subjects for study. It is

ot itself a religion, bot it hears to the
%g‘mﬂﬁ the same refation_as did the
‘ancieat philusophies Tt daes mot cony,
tradict then, hut explainz them., What-
ever i asy of them is uworeasonable it
rejecis as mecessanly unworthy of the

-Deity and dercgatory ta Him ; whatever

is reasanable fn cacly gned all of them it

. takes up, explans and emphasizes, and

thiis combines all ks ane harmordens
whole:
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If holds That trueh on all these most
imporiant  pomlts  is  atfamasle—that
there s a great hody of lnowledge about
them already existing. It copziders all
the wasions religions as statcroenis of
that truth from different points of view;
stnee, theugh they differ mech as to
nowenclatare and as to avlicles of helief,
thev all agree as to the only moiters
which ara of real importance—the kind
of Lfe which o good man should lead,
the quslities which he must develope,
the vices which he must avold. O these
practical noints the teaching 1= adentical
1 Finduism and Buddhizm, in Zovoas-
tnaniem  and  Mobammadanizo, o
Judaisin and Christianity.

. ']hPDSGph'v ey e described to the
cutéide weorld as an intelligent theory of
the universe  Yel for those who have
Studied i, it i5 not theory, but fact; far
it 16 a definite sr:J.Fnr'E' ra_pa,ble -‘.}f _being
T:i}' m‘l;'es 1gd,L1trn zmd L:-zpenp_::gr_lt tox
‘those who are willing to tuke the trouble
lo quafify therselves For cuch enquiry.
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It is a statement of the great faeis oi
Nature so Zx as they are kaown a2

outline of (he scheme of our cormer of
the uriverse,

OV 1T 15 KENOWXN.

How did this schene become krown,
some may ask: by whom was it dm-
covered ¢ We cennet zpeak of v us €is-
covered, [or in 4 il has always heen
known to mankind, thowgh sometimes
temporarlly forpotten n certain parts of
the world, There has alwavs existed a
certain aody of highly-reveloped ren
~-men nat of sy cne natien, hut o7 all
the advanced natians—who have held i
in its fulness; and there have ulwavs
been papils of these men, who werg
specially  studying 31, while its  broad
priaeiples have always besn known in
the outer world, This body of highly-
developed men exisls now, as In past
ages, and Theoscphical teechmg is pub-
lished to the Weslem world at their
mshgation, apd throngh a few of their
Pupils
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These who sre wnorant have some-
limes clunorously insisted ihai, of this
be so, these truths ought to have been
tublished long ago; and most unjustly
they zccuse 1he possessors of such
mowledge of undue retioczee an with-
Raldimg them From the world al large.
Theyv forget that all who have really
sought these truths have alwezys been
able o [ind them, and that 1t 35 onls new
ithal we 13 the Western waodd are Lruahye
begmmung to seck.  For many cenluries
Europe was conient to live, for the mosk
part, m the grossest superstition; and
whun a reaction at last set m from the
Just a3 concsred and agoted w1 anoche: .

EREATUM.
Tage 7. loe 15, should read

ahzurdity and bigotry of those beliefs, it

——
Taough these reasonable enquirers :
are az yet but o small mincrity, the
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Theosophical Society kas been founded
i order to draw them towethes, and iis
becks are put before the public so that
thoze who will may read, mark, learn,
and mw:u‘dl}? digest these great {ruthsa.
Tts missicn 15 not to force its teaching
upnn reluctant munds, bt simply to offer
if, =o that those may take 1t who feel the
seed for il We are mot in {he least
nnder the delusion of the pogr arrogant
rmissionary, who dares Lo condemnns 1o an
unpleasant ateraly every one who will
Aot proacuace his Lille provigoic] shib-
boleth; we are perfectly aweare that all
will at las: he well for thrse who canneot
as yot seo their way to accept the truth,
a5 well az for those who receive it with
avidity,  Bui the knowledze of 1hl§
truth has, for us and for, thoussnds of
ULhErb, fiuis3 L].E life eazer o hear and Jeath
easier to face: and it is simply the wisl
o share thesr: benefirs with oar fellow-
men that urges us to devele ourselres to
wating and lechuring: on these subjects

The bwoad outlines of the great
- truths have heen widely knewn in the
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world for toousands of years, and are so
lenowen at the present day, 1015 coly we
in the West who, 10 our incredible self-
sufficiency, have remained lgnovant of
them, and scolled at asy fragment of
them which may have comae m our war
Asin the case of any oiher speace, so in
this science ol the zcul, full desols are
known only to those who devote thei:

lives to ibs pursuit,  The meo wha fully

Lkuow—Ilhose wio are called Adents—
have patiently developed within them-
gelves the powers neoessary for perfect
ohsarvatied. For in tluys respect there 15
g difference betwesn the methods of!
oocoult mvestipation and those af the
mare maders form of soence; this latier
devotes all ity energy fo the improve-
meni of iis instruwents, white the former
atrms rather at the dewvelopment of the
observer.

THE METHOD OF OQRSEEVATION.

The detail of this developmant wounld
take up maore space than can be devoted
to it in a prelininoy manual sueb as
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this. The whi'e scherme will be fqund
iully explained in otber Theosophicsl
works ;) for the moment let it siulffice to
say that it iz entively a question of vibra-
tion. All miormation wlich reaches a
rman from the wodd williond resches him
by mesns of yibration of some sort,
whether it be throngh the senses of sighs,
hearing, or touch Consequently, if a
man s able 1o tealee tumself senative 1o
additiomai  wibrations he will apguive
addrmonal information ) he will booome
what 1z commoaly called ™ clauréoyant,”
Thes word, as commonly used, means
noihing more than a shghs extension of
morrmal vision; bob it {3 posuble for a
o become more and meze sensitive
T'rn the subtler vibraticns, wniit his con-
wisness, achng through many deve-
Joped lavulues, [unctions freely m pew
knd higl’--ar ways He will then find naw
wrlds of subtler maiter opening up;
before him, thongh in reality they ars:
anly new porbons of the world he already:
knows. He leatns fu this way that al
vast ansern universe cxtsts roamnd hirn
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zelueing his whole life, and-that ir 15 con-
stanily. wTecivy him in mwany wavs, even

though he remams Blindly wacotiscions
of it. But when he develn:rpes faculiies
wheveby e cans sense thess other worlds
it. beromes possikie fou him fo cbserie
then scwentiically, to ropeat his cheerva-
ticns many times, to compare them willy
these of othess, to dzhalate themn and
deaw deductians from them

At thas has been dene—mot once,
Lot thousaxds of times. The Adepts of
whomn 1 speike have done ths o the
futlest possible extent, but many effors
alang the same line have been made by
UL WD Thmﬁnphm.l sitdenis,  The
resuit of our investigaticas has been oot
only tz verify much ol the loforcation
Tiven to us &t the outset by those
Adepts, bt alsa to cxplain and amplify
it very considerably. : :

The eight of this usuzlly imseen poE-
Lign of omr world at cace bozgs to our
wnowledge a vast body of entirely new
facts which are of the very decpest
mterest. It gradually sclves for uns



12 An Ontline of Theosophy.

many of the most difficuft problems of
life; i clears up for us many taysteries,
z0 thal we now see them ta have been
mystenes b as for so longs, ectly becauze

srelolore we saw 20 stmall o part of the
tacts, becanse we weore looking at Lhe
warws matters  feean helow, smd oas
isclated  and umeonoected  fragments,
mistead of dsing above thewn to 2 smandd-
poinl whenes hev are comprehensible
ws patts of a mizhty whole. Itsettles n
a moment many queslons which heve
becn mych disputed—such, for example,
as thai of the continmed exisience of
man after desth. B affords uz the {rue
expznation of all the wildly 1mpossible
statemenls made by the churches about
heaven, hell, end purgatory; it r,lu-:pe,lq
our [gnorance and removes cur fear of
the unknown by supplying us with a
rational and orderly scheme.  What this
scheme i3 1 will pow endeavowr to

explain,
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Crarrer I,
GENERAT. PRINCIPLES.

It 15 o d=sue to make this state.
ment of Theoaophy as clear zad readily
cornprehensible as possible, and for this
reason [ shall at every point give broad
princples only, mefuxing thase who wish
for detailed mbermation to larger bools,
or to reonographs upon parhoular sub-
jects. 1 hope at the end of each chapter
of this Fitle treatese to gove o lst of such
hnalzs as should he consuited by those
whe desiwe to go mere deeply into this
I]'lD'-'it fazcinatmg svstem.

I zhall bepus, then, by a staterment of
the most striting of the broz=d general
princinles which emerge ax a result of
Theosopmcal siudy., There may be
those who wil ind heve matter which is
merediBle to them, or matier whizh rups
entirtely eontrary Lo thels preconceived
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ideas. IF that be so, then I wauld
asle such men to remember tha: 1
am nol putting this foreard as a cheory
—:5 a meisphysical soecalation or a
piens npimon of miv own—but as 3 defi-
nite seieztific facl proved and examined
over annl over agaim, not only by mysclf,
but by maay othors alse,

Turthermmore, I claim that 1t is a fact
which may be verfied at first hand
by &ny persan who 1= walling  to
devore the time and oubls 2eces-
sary to fit Iumself for the mwvestiga-

~tion. 1 am nou offering to the reader a

creed b be swallowed like a pill; T am
trving to set before him a system to
stuey, and, above all, a life to live. 1
a5k re blind faith from him; T simply,
sugpesl to hin the consideration of the
Theasophica’ teaching as a hypothesis,
ithongh to me it is no hypothesis, but 2
Tiving fact.

Tf ke finds it more salisfuclory than
others which have bheen presented
to hirp, I 1t aeems to him  io
solve more of {he problems of life, to
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answer a greater number of the quesdons
which inevitably arise for the thinking
ruart, then he will pursue its stedy
further, and will fingd i1 4l, I hope and
believe, the same ever-imcreasing satis-
taction and jov that T have mysell [oand.
If, oo the other hand, he thinks some
sother systetn preferable, no lammn i
done s he has simply leamt sareethiag of
the tenets of a body of men with wham
he is as yet unable to agree [ have
suficient faith in it myseld to believe
thtay, soonsr or later, o fime wiil rosnc
when he @il agrec with thon—when he
also will know what we lmow,

THE THEEE GREAT TRUTHS

LIn one of cur earliest Theosophical
bocks it was written that there are threc

traihs which are absclute and cannot be
Tost, bu.t vet “fay rémain’ silent for
Tack of speech. They are as great as
life itself, and yek as simple as the
sicplest mind of man. I cun hardly do
better than paraphress lhese for the
greatest of my gezcral principes.
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T will then give stme comollaries
which fol'ow naturally from them, and
then, thirdly, some of the mare promi-
neat of the advantageows results which
sevassarly avlend s delinte Xnowe
ledze Having thus outlined the scheme
in tabular form, I will take it up point
by pomt, and endeavoar to ollsr such
elementary explatations a3 come within
the scope of this Itile mtroductory hoals,

. Qod exizie, and He s good. He
1a the grear lfegiver who dwells within
us and wilhoul as, is mdying and erer
“nally beneficent. He is not bes-d, ner
-geen, nor toached, yel s perceived by
. the men who desires perception.
oo Man s wrnmertal, and his futuee
Tm oie whose plory and splendowr hawe
. ;nn Hone,

3. A Divine Taw of absolte ]Uatiﬂﬂ
. rides - the world, so that each man is in
!Lruth ‘his own udgr, the dispenser of
ighey ar gloom 1o lomself, the decreer af
ihis Iife, his rewayd, his pupishmen:,
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COROLLARIES.

To each cf thess great truths are
attached certaln others, subsidiary aned
exalaatory

From the fzst of them it fallows:-—

1. That, inspile of sppearances, all
things are definite’y fad nielligently
moving together for goad; that ait cir-
cusisfances, bierarerer tnteward they may
sccm, arc o T-E‘E_l..}' exaclly v.‘ut are.
mecded; Bt ever vihing  arouad s
tends, not to hunder us, but o help s,
if iv 15 anly vuoderstood

2. That since the whole schemns
thus tedds to man's benehbi, clearly 1t s
his duly to learn to understand it

7. That when he thas wnderstands
i it 15 also s dugy mnlelbgenily to
co-operate m Lhis scheme

Trom the second great tonth it
[olaws . —
1. That the tme mon s a soul, and
that this body s oely an eppunage.
2. Thar he mmst, therelore, regard
B .
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everything from the standpeint of the
soul, and that in every case when an
‘mternad stroggle takes place he muse
rezlize his Jdentity with the higher and
not with the lower

3. That what we commonly call his
life 15 orly ane day it tus troe asd larger
hfe,

4. That death is 2 matter of fur less
mportance than is uwsually  sopposcd,
smce 1f 15 by no means the end of Life

bt merely the passage froam one stape
of it 0 angsher,

3. That man has an immense svoli-
tica behend hirn, the study of which i=
mnat fascinating, interestiuy, and insbae-
Hve

. That he has alsn a splendid
evolution before him, the study of which
will be even more fascinaliag and in-
strictive,

) . That there {5 an sbheolute cer-
Ctamty of final atfainment for every
; bzman somb, no matter kow {ar he may
"seem to have strayed fromn the path of

‘evolstion,

.
PP T YN

A .
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From the third great truth it fol-
lanws . —

I. That every thoughy word, or
gcticn produces its definite result—mat
a rewurd or o punishment imposed from
withnif, it a resft inherant o the
action tkaslf, denmtely coznected with it
in the rvalation ol cause and effecd, Lhess
being really but Sao inzeparable paris af
ane whsls

2. That it is bath the daly and
interast of man to study thiz divine law
closehy, so that he may be able to adapt
hitaself to b and to use i, a5 we use
ather great laws of nature

3. That it is necessary for sman tof
atbwin perdect conlrol over Inmsell, so
1.11;11 he may guide his life inleligently
m agoordance with this law

ADVANTAGES GAINED FROM THIZ
ENOWLEDGE.

When this kuvowledge is fully assbmi-
lated, W changes the aspect of Lfc so
comepletely that it wouwld be impossible
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for me to tabulate all the advanitages
which flow from it I can only mention
a few of the principal lines along which
this change is procfuced, and the reader's
owm thongit will, so doubt, supply :0me
of the endless xamnfications which are
thair necessary COTEEGUENCE.

Eut it mnst be wndersteod that no
vague Jmowledge weiil be  sufhoeat
Spncr belief as most men  acoord
to the azsertions of their religions
will he guite useless, sinee it pie-
duces ne practival efect mo ther dves
But if wo believe m ihese truths s we
da m he other laws of natore-—as we
belisve that fire bhums and that water
drowrs--then the eftect ital 1hey pro-
- dune in our lives 1= enormoes. For g
belief in the laws of pature 15 sufficiently
real 1o mduce us to meder omr lives in
accordowee with 0 Believing that fre
tuime, we teke every precaution to avoid
fre; believmg that waler drowns, we
avord going dute water too deep for s
urtlesz we can swim,

Wow these heliefz are so definite and
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real to vs because they ave fouaded on
knowledge and dlushated by  daily
experience;  angd the helisls of the
Theosoprical student ave equally real
and delnite to him for exactly the same
reason,  And st s why we And Fellow-
g fram ther the results now o be
dezcribed |

I. Wz gaim a zationzl comprehension

of life—we know how we should e and

“why, and we learm that life i worth
lvwing wuen propesly understnod,

2. We leamn hew to govern our-
setwviees, and iherefore how to develops
ourselves.

3. Wc lezrs how best to help thase
whom we love, how to mele ovraelves
useil toall wilh whom we come mto
contact, and Wtimalely 1o t*e whole
braman race.

e

4 We lemm to view everything
from the wider phiozophical standpednt
—never from the petty and jpurely pes-
somal sde
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Consequently -

§- The tonbles of life are no longer
so large [ur us

6. We have no sense of imjustics in
CUﬂﬂﬁrtIUn Wit auy Smﬂundﬂlﬂ"ﬁ O OIF
destiny.

. We are altogeither freed from the
fear of death.

5. Owur grief in connection with the
death of those whore we love s very
greatly miligated. ’

g. We gain a totally different wiew
of the Wle after death, and we under-
stand its placs I our evolulion

100 We are altogetacr free from
religious [ears or worry, ether for our-
selves or wor our nends—Tfears as 10 the
salvation of <he soul, for examplc.

11. We are no longer troubled by
uneertatity as to our Iutore fate, but hive
in perfect zetenity and perfect fearless.
ness. ’

Now let us lake these points in detail,
and endeavour brefly to explain them.

L BV
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THE DEITY.

When we oy dowa the exizience of
Crod as the first a-d preatest of our prin-
ciples, 1 batomes necessary for s 4o
define the sense v which we emaploy that
much-abused, yat mighty word.  We
try Lo redeem 1t from the norraw Himsts
mmpased omoi6 by the ignoraace of on-
developed men, and to restcre to ik the
splendid conception—splendid, thaugh
so infnitely below the reality— given to
it by the founders of relions.  And
wi distingussh between God as  the
Infimite Existence, and the manifestation
of this Suprerne Fxistence as a revealed
God, cvolving and guiding a universe
Ouly  bo this Hmited manifestation
ghould the term “a personal God " he
applied.  God iz Himself is hevond the
bounds of persemality, 1= “mm all and
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throvgh all® and indeed & all; and of
the Ipacite, the Absslule, the All, we
can dmly savy " He =7

For all prectical purpozes we need
ok go Jurther than that marvellous and
glorions manifestation of Hin {a little
leea eatirely heyord our comprehension’
the preat Quiding Force or Deity of car
owz solar system, whom philosophers
have called the Logos. Of him is trme
all that we have eves heard predicated
of Cod—all that = good, 1hat ise.reor
the blasphemous conceptions someiimes
put  forward, asoibing to Hinm Buman
wices, Bub =1l that has ever been sald
ol the lore, te wisden, the pawer, the
putience enid  comapassion, the omni-
soitnece, tae omnipresesce, the orsni-
potefice—all of this, and mach wore, 13
true of the Logos of our system,  Verlly
“ir Him we live and reove and have our
beng,” ot as a poedeal expression, bt
istrange as it may seer’ as a definile
seientific fact; and so when we speak of
the Deity our frst thought is naturally
of -the Logos.

¥y
E— .-

..‘H;L
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We do not vaguely hope that He may
be: we do oot even belicve 2= a matter
of faich thao He 53 we sireply now it
a5 we knovw that the sen shnes, for e
the trained and developed clafrvayant
investigator this Mightv Existence is a
defirute cerbamiy, Net that any meTeiy
huraan deve]om'ﬂent can enalle  ws
direetly to see ¥luwm, but that un-
mistakable evidence of Hi: action a-d
His purpese sunounds vs on every side
aa we study the e of ~he unseen world,
waich 12 reality only the higher part
of this

Here we inesl the explanution of a
dugrta which 13 commien to all religioas
—ibat of the Tonity, Incomaprehensitle
as many of the statemenis snade on this
subJect n car creeds may seemn 1o ihe
ordinary reader, thev become sigaificant
and luminces whea ibe tnwh s wnder-
stood,  As Fle shows Himself to us in
His work, the Solar Lopos s on-
donbtedly triple—three and wet one, as
teliglon has long ame toid us; “and as
muach of the explazation of his apparent
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reystery as the intellect of man af its
present stage can grasp wiit be found 12
the books preszntly t6 be rentioned,

That Fleis wilhin uz as well as with-
ont wme, ar, in other words, that man
himsel? iz in esmsance diving, 1s another
great trith which, though those whe are
alind to all bar ke ouler and Jower
world army il argme gbgut it iz an
abaclule certanty to the studezt of the
hizher side of life. Of the constitution
alf maxy sl and ©is warovs vebicles we
shall speak nnder the heading of the
" second of the tralhs; soffce o for tke
mnmert ta nofe that the inherent divinity
iz a fact, and that in it resides the
azzurance of the nitimate renen of every
humnan being to the divine level

THE DIVINE SCHERE.

Perhaps none of ovr postulates will
present greater diflicully to ihe average
mund than the first corollary to this first
great tnth  Looldng round nsin daily
lile we ses so much of the storma and
stress, the sorrew and the suffesing, =so
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much that looks Lke the triwnph of evil
over good, that it seams almost imoos-
zible to suppase that all this apparent
comfpzion 13 m reality past ol an ordered
progress,  Yel this 13 Loe treth, and can
be seen to he the truth so soon as we
escape from the dust-cicud radsed by the
strigggle in Lrg ower workd, and laok
upon it all from the wvantage ground of
the fuller keowledge and the ner peace.

Then the real motion of the complex
machinery ecomes apparent. Then it
B scen that what have seamed 1o Le
coupter - curents  of  evil  prevailing
agamst ihe stream of progress  are
meraly trifing eddies into which for the
moraent g, little water may twrm aside, or
tiny whirlpoels on the sarface, in which
part of the water appears for the moreat
tz be running baclowards.  Boet all the
time the mighty nver i1s sweeping
steadiny on its appointed course, bearing
the superfiaal whitlpoals alomg with it
Just 5o the great sleear of evolution iz
maving evenly oo its way, and what
seems to us 5o tendble a teropest 1s the
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merest ruffling of itd smface.  Anothoer
analogy, very beautifully worked out, 13
given in KMr . H Hintow's Serestife
Homancer vol 1, pp. 18 to 24,

Truly, as owr thivd great troth t2]l=
ns, absolute jusiice iz reled cut to all,
aned g0, in Whalerar cocumslances & man
finda l'l.l]].laE]f Lia knnws tha’r he himsgel[
and none slher has prunded ikota ) hut
Le may also know much mare than thas,
He imay rest assured thot under the
acion of evolubonmary law foailers are
so arracged as to give him the Dbest
possthle eppoctmrty for developing with-
in himzell those gaualiues which he mast
needs. Hiz circvmstances are by ne
mean: hecossarily those that he would
:hawe chosen for himeelf, bot they are
iexactly what he has deserved ; and, sub-
ject anly to tha: comsiderstion of his
deseris (which frequantly impose serious
limijtaltens), they are those bes; adapled
for hiy progress. They may provide bifa
with afl serts of dificultias, but these are -
offered only ih order <het he may learn
1o surmonnt them, and heseby develope
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within hitegelf coursge, deltermmnation,
patience, perseverance, oo whatever other
guality he muy lack, MMen often speak
as though the forces of Nature were
cotepirng against thern, wherces as a
raalter of fact, if taey would but vnder-
stand it, everything abouc Them i3 care-
fully caleulafed to assist them o their
upwarcl way.

Thay, smce there s 3 Divo: scheme,
itizman's pars to uy to understand 1, is
e propositicn which saraly needs no argu-
ment. Even woerg It only from maotives
of eelf-nterest, thosze who have ter live
undar 3 certain zet of conditions wonld
do wrll to faimbanze themselves with
thesm; zhed when a man's oojects ia lile
pecane altrnstls 15 i still mgore neces-
sary {or hun to cumprehend, inoosder
ihat Iie may help the more electnally.

It i apdonbtedly past of this plan
for mens evcloticn that he himsel
shorld mielligenity co-operale in %k as
soon a3 he has developed sufficient nlel-
ligence to grasp 1t and sofficicnt good
{eecbng to wish to aud. Bul ndeed this

r'.h-.i. FE A TERY)
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Divite echeme is g0 wonderfnl and so
besnnfal that whes once 2 man sees it
noibing £lse 5 possible for him than 1o
throw all his encreies mto the elfort o
hecorne 4 worker m it, no matier how
hmmble may be the part which he has
Lo suslam,

Far fuller information on the subjects
of this chapter the readar is referred to
BIrs. Besant's Erafase Chedsifantiy and
Ancient Wisdom, and to my own Jittle
baok on ke Cheicfign Creed. Much
light is also thrown on these concoptions
from the Greek stendpoint i Mr G
R 8 Muoads Gophews, and itom the
Cnwstic-Christian in his Fragmenis of a
Faith Fevgoitan
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I know, as my hfie grows older
And mine oves dave clearer sizht,
That wadsr cach tank wrong somewhcre
P 1 There lies the root of ‘-"-"hL
That exch sorrow Las Ies parposi,
Ty the scrrowing ol anognessed ;
Thut, &5 scre a8 e sun brings mm‘ning,
. Wlarewer iz, is hest,

T know that each sinful action,
Ag gare as the might Tinngs shacs,
Is semewhers, ome Ume pundshed,
Themgh the hour be long delayed.
I know that the soul 12 aided
Somerimes by the haart's unres:,
And to grow means oft oo sutfer
But whatewsy is, iz best

S TARe T

:
]

T knevw thar chers Zve fin errors
Iy the greal eterna] plat,

And rhat :11[1*11115}# work togothes
For the fnal geod of rman.

And T ke wher fiy el speeds amward
In its yrand eleroa? gquest

I shall say, a8 T lovk hack emthward,
Whatevar 16, 15 best,

IThe zbave appeared avonymouely o an Awsyican
LERRpaper, |




CHsrree TV,

THE CONSTITUTION
0O BAN,

The astounding practical matodslism
to which wa have been reduced in this
comnty czn hardly be mose  clearly
shrown 1hey 1l is by the exprescions thaot
we cmploy in corimon Jife, We spes®
quite owlinarily of man as having a =oul,
of “saving” oir somds, and =0 om,
evidenily regarding the physical body a3
the real wwwm znd the sondl as & mere
appanage, A vague something to be con-
sidercd as the property of ithe body
With an ides zo Iirtle defined as ths, it
can bardly be 2 matter of smeprise that
many peaple go 8 little furiher along the
sarge hirees, and doubt whether this vagoe
something exists at all  So it would
wem that the ordinary man is very often

L
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quite uncertain whether he possesses a
soul of not; sl less does he kmeow chat
that soal is immortal.  Thas he shoald
remain It this pitlable condition  of
ignorance seems strange, for there is a
very greal dea. of evidence avaltuble,
even 1n the ecuter world, to show shat
man has an existence quite apart from
his boidy, capable of being rarmed on ot
a distance from it while 1 1z Tving, and
entircly withoat it wien it 15 dead
Uneil we heve entively vid owrselves
of this extraordinas=y delusion thal the
bedy 15 the man, il 15 quile impossible
that we shovld at all aporaciate the reel
facts of the case A hitle investigation
nmediately shows ts that ihe body 15
oy a vehicle by mesns of which the
man masifests himaelf 10 cormection with
this parfiedlzr type of gross matler oul
of which our wsible worid is bault
- Furthermore, it shows shat other and
subtler fypes of malter emist—uot only
the eiher admitted by modern sclence
as interpenetrating all kmown substances,’
but other types of malter which inter--
C

"
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penatrate ether m tuen, and ave as wmuch
finer than ether as it 15 than sclid matter.

The guestion will naturally occur te
the reader az Lo how it will be possible
for man to become conscions of the
existence of types of maiter so wonder-
fully fine. a0 minutely subdivided. The
answer 1= that he can become conscons-
of them n the same way as he
becomes  conscions  of  the  lower
matter—hy  receiving  vibratichs Fom
them  And he iz enabled fo0 receive
wihrations frem them hy reason o
ihe fact that he posscsses matter of
tirese finer types as pact of himself—that
just &3 bis hody of dense mmtter 15 his
vehicle for perceiving and communi-
cating witlh the wor’d of dense matter,
z0 does the finer matter within him con-
sutute for him a vehicle by means of
which he ean percerve and commarnicate
with the waorld of fmer matter which i3
tmpercentible ta the gmsaer physical
SELSES,

Ths 15 by ne means a new 1dea,, It
will' be remambered that 5t Paul

CRSEETY
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remparks that “there is a natural body,
and there iz a spmitual biody,” and dhat
ke furthermore tefers to hoth the scul
and the spirit 11 man, by no means
emploang the two words synonyinoushy,
as 8 50 oftowe ignorantly done at the
present  day. It speedily  becomes
sevident that rpag iz o far more complax
heing than is erdinarily supposed: that
not only is he a spivit within 2 soul, but
that this soul has various vehicles of
different degrees of density, the physical
body being ¢nly one, and the lowest of
them, These various vehicles may all
be described as bodies in relation o
their respective levels of matter. It
mipht be sgid that there exdst around wa
a serres of worlds one within the othes
(by interpenecation), and that man
possesses a body for each of these worlds,
by means of which he may ohserve it
and hve in it
Ha learns by degrees how to nse
these warious bhodies, and o that way
zains a much more complete idea of, the
greal cemples world in which he lives ;
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for all these other inper worlds are ia
resiity siill part of it In this way he
rames to understand very many things
which before secmed mysienous to him ;
he ceazes to wdentily lomself with his
bodies, and learns that they are omly
vestures which he mav put off and resnne
or change withowt being bimsclt m thes
lcast affectsd thereby, Onoe more we
romst repeat that all this 5 by bo
means metaphysival specufalinn or plonos
" opivion,  buf definite scientific  fact,
thoroughly well known experimentally
te those whe have studed Thecsophy.
Siranpe a3 it may seem to many to ind
precise statements taling the place of
bypothesis upon questions such as these,
I am speaking here of nothing that is
cnat knowa by digect and eonstantly.
repeated observation to a large numbex
of  students.  Assuredly “we Lnow
wheeeaf we speak,” not by faith but by
" experirent, and therefore we speak with
eothdence.

To these mmer worlds or diferent
Yevols-of nature we wsually give the name
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ol H_la_nts W speale of e visible world
“lhe phyzical plane” thoogh under
tha.t axzme we include alsa the gases and
the various grades of ether  To the
next stege of materialicy the same of
“the asial plane” was given by the
medizval alchermists (wha were  well
*ayare of iz existence), ond we [ave
adopred Their tifle.  Within this exists
vt acothes world of ztill finer matter, of
which we speale as © the meptal plane,”
becanse of its matter 15 co: npos.ad whal
is commanly called the mind in mamn.
Thexe are other still higher planes, bt I
need not trouhle the veader with desig-
naliors For them, since we are at present
tfleating cnly with man's manifestation in
the lower worlds.

Tt must always be borne in mind that
all these worlds soe I no way removed
froin us i space,  En fact, they all oconpy
exactly the same space, and are all
equaily ahout s always. Al the moment
our consciousness s focussed in and
woalang through our physical beain, and
thus we are copscious only of the
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physical world, and not even of the
whote of thal, But we have ouly to
learn to focus that consdoushess in ane
of theze higher wehicles, znd at ance the
phyzical fades frum our view, and we
gser mstead the world of matter which
correspouds to the vehicle usaed.

. Recollect that all matter iz in essence
Whe same,  Astral matter does not differ
in it matwre from physical matker any
mare than foe differs o its nature from
steam,  [tis simply the same thing in a
idifferent  condition  Physical atter
may become astral, o astral may become
mental, if only it be sufficdently sub-
divided. and caused w vibrate with the
propes degrec of vapidity.

THE TRUOE MaK.

Wihat, then, iz the tue man 7 Haids
m truth an emanation from the Logos, a
spark of the Divine fre.  The spirt
il i iz of the very essence of the
13y, 2nd that SPiril wewrs ki soml gz a
estue—-a vestwre which encloses and
indivdualizes it, and seems to our Liroit=d

Bl e

At
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vision to separate it for a tirme frorn the
rest of the fThmne Life. The story ol
the seiginal formation of tae soul of man,
and of 1bhe enfolding of the spint within
tt, 15 & braunful and [nieresting one, buk
too long [or dnclusion 1a & merely
clementary work like this. It may be
afound 1in Al demil in these of our hoolas
which deal with :his part of the doctrine,
Suffice it here to a2y that all three aspects
of the Divine Life have their part in its
inception, and that its formation is_the -
cilmination of that mughty sacnhee of
the Yogos in descendmg into matter,
which has been called the Incarmation.
Thus the baby soul 15 bom ; and just
as it is “made in the hmage of God"—
threefold in aspect, as He is and three-
fold in menieatation, as He is alsa—an
i5 itz method of evolution also a re-
flection of His descent mto matter. The:
Divine Spark contains within it all
Pﬂtentia.llt}r, b 1t 18 only through long
ages of evalution that all its possibibbies
can be reabised. The ap‘pomted method
for the evoludon of the man's latent
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gualities seemz to bhe by learnming to
whrate in resnonse to impacts Crewn with-
ot Bur at the level where he fixds
himzelf (thet of the hirher mental plene)
the vibzations are far oo fme to ewaloen
this respanse ab piesent; De masi bhegin
with these that are coarser and swonger,
end hawing awaleencd his dvermust sensi-

Tailities by their means he will gradually

grow move and mare sensitve unul he
15 capable of perfest rosponse ar all

Jevels to ell possible mates of wibration.

Tlat ia rhe maerin]l aspect of his
Drogress: bat separded” subijectivedy, o
be able to respond to sl wibraions
meants to be perlect e sympaihy and
comyczsion.  And thay s exacdy the

condition of the developed man—the

adept, the spiritmal teacher, the Christ
1t needs the development within hin of
all the gualimies which go to make up

work of bis lang lile ia matter.

In this chapter we have broshed the
suffare of many subjects of extreme
unpormance.  Those who wish to study

the perfect man; and thiz 15 i9e oeal
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them further will find many Theo.
sophical baoolis <o help them On the
cotstitition of man we would refer
readers to Mres Besant's works, Man
cirned feid Boules, The Sl ened vi5 Slrew2hs,
and Tie Sever Frincgtles of Man, and
aleo o my ven booly, Afar Fansl awd
wiwueidy, B which will be found many
dlnatiations of the diferent vehicles of
man as they apoear o claimvorand sight.

21 the use of the inner faculties refer
to Cfelruoyance.

On the formation and evelution of
the soul to Mrs, Besant's Boedd and

. BEuslutren  of e Somd, Mro Sinnett's
Crowdd of the Somed and my  own
Chrriten Crecdl and am, Freddle and
Imeisidle,

Om the spiiteal evelution of mamn,
Llrs. Besants Jw e Owdfer Coprr and
The Bath of Diseipleship, and the con-
cliling chapters of my own little hagk,
Invisible Helpers.



CHarTER V.
REINCARNATION,

Since the Aner movernents cannot at
first affect the soul, he has ta dvaw round
him vestures of grosser matter threugh
which the heavier wibiralions can play;
and =0 he akes upon himself succes-
mvely the menial body, the astral body,
and the physical body. This 38 2 barth
or meariation—Lhe conunencenent of a
phyzical Lfe.  During that Hfe all lkinds
of experiences come to lim through his
physical body, asd from ihew he should
lesen some lesson: and develope some
gualities within kunself

- After a time he begmns to withdraw
. again into himself, and puts off by
" degrees the vestures which be has
" wesmurned. The first of these o deop 33

>
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the phy=ieal body, and his withdrawsa!
from that & what we call death
It 15 mot the end of Lis actinmues,
as we o igmoranily seppose: nothing
could be further from the fact He 3
simply withdrawing from ogne effort
keatng back with hmr ibs resalts ) and
safter a certain period of comparative
repose he will make another effort of
the mamae ol

Thos, as ha= been said, what we
ordinarily call his Jifa is caly gne day in
ihe real apd wider afe—.a day ar schoo,
curing which he learns certzin lessons.
But inasmuch as onc short life of seventy
or eighly vears 3l most s nol eocugh to
rve him an opportunity of lesrmmg &l
the lessons which this wooderfll and
beanbfal world has  to teach, and
inaamuch as God means hom to learn
them all m EHis own good s 2 5
necessary that be shoodd come back
agein many brmes, awd bve lhrough many,
of these schooldays that we call bives, b}
different classes and under different:

.
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learnt: snd then this lower schoolowarlk
will e aver, azd be will pass to come-
thing higher and more gleoous-the
frue divine Ufe-wordis for which all this
earthly schooi-life iz fitting him

This is what = called the doctzize of
rincarnmation or rebiibh—a  doclzme
which was widely known in the anclente
civilizations, and is cven to-day keld by
the majority of the bhuman race. Of 1t
Hume hss wrillen —

“*What 15 meormptibie must alse he
ungenerable.  The soul, thercfore, if
anmortz], csted befoee our bacth.

The metempsichosis 5, therefore, ihe
only system of this kind that Fhilosophy
catt heatken <0™*

Witing of the thesries of metem-
psychosis in ladia and Creede, Max
Muller  suvs: =" There 15 sonething
underlving them which, if expressed in
less - mythological - language, may stand
“the severest test of phalosoplical exarpt-

* Hume, Eraay an Tinecealiny,™ Toogon, 1525,
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naton.” * I his last aod posthumous
work tais greal Onsntelist again refers
to thiz dnotrine, and ewpresses his per-
gonal helief in it
And ITuxler worites:—" Like the
docirine  of  evalulinn  iteglf, et of
tracsmigimtion has its roots in the
wiwosld of realily ; ahd it sy olaim such
sappors as fhe great argument from
amalogy 15 capable of aupplying™t
So it will be seen that modern as

well as amclenl wniors recogmize this
Lypolhesis as one deserving of the most
strions consideration,

L It musl neot for & moment bo cone-,
ifounded with o theory held by the’
hgﬂﬂrant that it was pussibie for » sl
i"whtdl had resched bursanity 1o its evoln-:
"t o rebecome that of an ankmal. Ne'
such retrooression is within the limite of
possibiiity ; when once man comes mto
2K stenne—a human soul, mha}:utng

* ".-Iax Maller, " Theosophy ar F_-qrchu]rgiml
Feelirion,” 3 2z, 1895 edidon

* Auxley, * Evolutien 203 Efies,™ 1 B, 18535
odits
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what we call in our books a causal body
—T¥re can never again fall back into what
fo in truth a lower kingdom of nature,
‘whatever mistakes he may make or how-
ever he may fall to take zdvantage of
his opportunites. If he w5 idle in the
echool of life, he mav.need o mke the
sarme lesson over and ever apam beforte
he bas really Jeamt if, bni still on the
whede progress i steady, even ihonghb
may ofien be slow. A few years ago
the cssenee of this docigne was poettily
put thus in ane of the magazines . —
“A bov owent to scliogl. He was
very litele.  All that he knew he had
digwn in with hiz mother's milic Hiz
teacher fwho was God) placed him m
the lowest class, and gave him these
lessons to leatn: Thom shalt not ldll
Thou shalt do oo hort to any lviog
thing. Thou shalt not steal So the
man did not Joll; but be was crusl, and
he siple. At the end cf the day (when
his beard was gray—when the might was
come) s pacher (who war God) said :
Thow hast karned oot to kil Bab the
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other lessons thon hazf not legrmed.
Ceome hacl: fo-morpom

“On the roorrow he came bacls, a
litile boy.  And his tescher (who was
God) put i in a class a fittle higher,
and gave lim lhess lessons to learmn
Thew shalt de no hurt to any lving
athimg.  Tkon shalt not steal  Thaon
shalt nat cheat,  So the mazn did ne Burk
o any living thing; but he stole and he
cheated, And at the end of the day
(when iz beard was gray—when the
night was come’ s weacher {who wwas
God} satd: Thou bast learned 1o be
mercifnt. But the other lessoms thao
hast not learned. Comie back to-meorromer,

" Again, on the morrow, he came
baek, a fittle Loy, And his teacher {wiho
was God) put him in a class vet a little
higher, and zave hum these Jessons- to
lewart - Thou shalt not steal Thouw shali
not cheat. Thoo shalt not coverl. Sa
the man did not steat: but be cheated,
and Le moveted.  And ar the end of the
_day {when his beard was gray—when .
the night was coine) his beacher (who
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was {(30d) said - Thou hast fearned mot
te steall  Bui the other leszons theou
frast ool laemed.  Come back, my chdd,
lo-tnormow.

“This 1z what | zave read in tkhe
facos of men and womesn, in the book of
the world, and in the scroli of the
heavens, which 1= writ with stars -
fBetry Benson, in The Centrry Mapa-
srrte, Maw, 18040

I wnust ned 101 my pages with the
many uranswerable arpuments o favour
al ihiz doctrine of reincarnzilon; they
are set lorth very [ully i our hlerzoure
hy a far abler nan than reime. Fere 1
will zar oniy thls.  Lifc pressntz os
with many problems which, on any other
Fypothesis than this of reincamation,
seem utterly msoluble: this great truth
does explun Ehem, anid therefore helds
‘the feld wehl apother and more satis-
factory hypathesis can be found Like
the rest of the teaching, this s nat &
hypothesis, bat 2 matter of dizect now-
Yedge for meny of v5; bub nzturally our .
knomledpe i= oot proof to others,
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Vet good men and true heve bheen
sorrowhully Zorced to admut that they
weye unable t0 reconcile the state of
: affairs which exisis m the world around
us with the thecry thet Gad was hoth
almghty and el-leving.  They felg
when they locked wpon all the heart:
Jreaking  sorrow  and  suffering, that
either He was rcot  almighty, and
could not prevent i, or He was noc all-
loving, and did not care.  In Thecsophy
we hold with delerzmned conviction that
He is hoth alwighty and all-loving, and
we 1econcile with that certainty the
existing facts of Lfe by means of this
1 basic doclroe of reincacnation.  Surely

the only hypothasis which allows us
reasonably to recognise the perfection

of power and lore in the Deity iz one
which 1= worthy of careful examination

.. 4" For we understand that our presend
1.0 T life is not our first, hut that we each
bhave behind us a long line of hves, by
mmeans of the awperiences of which we
have evnlved frovi the conditiom of
primitive man to our preseot posio,

D
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Assuredly in these past Iives we shail
bave done bath mood and evil, and from
every one of our actiens a definite pro-
portion of resolt mouwst have followed
uncder the mexorable law of justice
Trom the good follows always happiness
and husther opporiuaity ; from the evil
follows always sormow and Bm'tation

Seif we find ourselves limited in an}'r!
vway, the luoitaton is of our ow malang,
ur i merely dwe to the youth of the
soal ; If we have sormow and suffering to
endure, we ontselves alene are respon-
sible.  The mamifold and complex
deslinies of men answer with rigid
exacitnds to the balance between the
good und evil of their previous actions ;
and all is moving onward wnder the
divine order towards the final consnm-
mation of glary.

There 15, perhaps, no Theosophical
teaching to which more violent oljection
iz made than this great bath of
" reincamalion ; yet it iz 1o reality a owst
. mferting doctrine  For' it gives us
fwis for the progress which lies before—

+
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lirne apd opportunity to become ™ par-
fect, even as our Faiber m Heaven 13
perfect”  Objectors chiefly found their
profest on Lhe [aeb (kat thes have had
so much tronble and sovow in this life
thal  they il zot lster to any
sugpesion that it may be aecessary to

ko thoough 1 oall again. But this s

obviously no: argument; we are in
search of trith, 2od when il is fomnd we
myet not shrnls from it whether if be
pleasant or unpleasant, though, as =
matter of fact, a5 sad above, remcar-

. mation mghtly enderstood is profoundly

cotforting.
Aguin, people often inquive why, & «
we have had =o many previous Hves, we
do pot remember any of them  Pat
very Driefly, the answer to this is that
same people do remember them; and
the reason why the majonty do net is
becanse  their CONSCIOUSTEss i atill
forussed v one ov other of the lower
sheathz  That sheath capnoi be ex-}
pcu:*ed ta recollect previous mcam.ﬂmm,%
because it has not had any; and the:
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“moul, which &zs is not wet fully conzcious
coreals own plane,. Bl the marmory of all
the past 15 slored within that saul, and
expresses itself here in the innate guali-
ties with which the child is born; aznd
whep the ren bas evolved sallicienily
Lo be able to fogue lus copsciousness
there mstead of ooly in lower wvehicles #
the entire history of that real and wider
lfe wid be open before him like a book.
The whale of tlus question s fully
and beauirfully worked cut @ Mos
Besant’s manua.  on  Keiscarsarion,
Dr. Jerowe Andersun's Refwcaraation,
and i the chapiets on that sebject in
The Anctemt Wisdom, to which the
actention ~af the veader iz specially
directed.

% -
3
1
d
3
3
3
3
. :;?I

4
@



CrsrTER VI
THE WIDFER OQUTLOCGK.

A Dittle thought will soon show us
»whal a rvadical change iz introduced into
the life of the man who realizes that his
phwsical 4fe = wolling but @ day at
schosl, and that his phyacal body is
merely 2 temporary veshure zssumed for
the purpese of learning through it He
sees at once that fhis purpase of “ leam-
ing the lesson " 15 the only one of any
importartes, and that the man wha allows
bimself to be diverted from that purpose
hy any consideratics 1= aching  with
inconceivahle .:utupuhl.'-

To him whe knows the troth, the
hfe of the ordinaxy persen  devoted
exclusively  to  phvsical  ebjects,  &o
the pursmit of wealth or fame, appears
the merest child’s play--a senseless
sacrifice of all that i really worth
having for a few moments’ gratfication



LT} An Ooflioe of Thessophy.

of the lower part of men's nature. The
smdent “sevs his affection on things
above, and not on things of the earth”
tiot ondy becausc he sees this to be the
right course of action, b becavse he
realises vory clearly the valuelessness of
thege things of earth. He alwzys {ries
to takee the higher point of view, for he®
sees that the lower 15 uttovly unrelable
-~that the lower desites and feelings
gather rownd him like a2 denze fom, and
make 1t impossible for him to see any-
thing clearly from that level

Wel even when he 1= theroughly con-
vincod that the gher cturse i alwavs
the righl ope, and wher he iz fuolly
detrrmained to follow it, he will never-
Lheless sometimes encoutiter very strong
temptaticns to lake the lower course,
and will be sensible of a great shuggle
within him  Ele will discover that there

N 5 "a law of the members warriag against

*he Taw of the mind," 35 5t Panl says, 50
that ™ thaose things that I wesdd I do nof,
and the thimg whicth T would not, that
A

-1
&

-

P TR




The Wider Outlnak, 55

Now good religious peapls often
make the mest sericn: mistakes about
this inierior simggle whicth we have all
falt v a greater or less extent  They
msuglly sccept one of two ibeories on
‘the subject. Either they suppose that
the lowey promptings come from exterior
iempfing dersons, or else they. mown

over the terrible wickedness and hlack-
ness of their hearts, m that suck fathom-
less evil sl exists  within  them
Tndeed, many of the best of men and
women go throngh & vast amount of
totally uhnecessary suffering oo thas
acronm.

The frst pomt to have clearly in
mmd I one wishes to uoderstasd this
matter iz that the lower desire iz not m
truth exw desive at all. ™or iz is the
work of some demon frying to destray
aur souls, [t 13 e that there some-
times are evil entittes which arc attracted
by the base thought i man, and intensify
it by their action; bul such enuties are
man-made, everyome of them, and
impernanest.  They are merely the
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artificial torms called mto esstente by
the thought of other evil men, and they
hawe a period of whal seems almost like
life, picportoned to the stresgth of the
thought thut created them.,

But the undesirable prompting within
us usvally comes from quite another
source, 1t has been mentioned howe
mat) draws round hite vestures of matter
at differen: levels, in order thar he may
descend  mto wearnabon,  But o this
rparter i not dead matter Jndeed, occult
sence tesches s that there is no such
thing as dead marter anywhere), bt it
15 instinc: with life ; thongh it i= life at
a stawe of evolution much earher than
our owil---50 1puch euwrlier that 1 is still
reovang on A dowmward course mbo lower
moatter, instead o) rising again ouk of
lower matter into higher.  Consequently
its tendency iz always io press down-
wards toward the grosser material and
the ooarser’ vibrations which mean pro-
prese for it but retrogression [or bs;
and o it happens that the nterest of

the true mdn sometimmes . comes into
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collision with that of the living matter
in some of b vehicles,

That is o very rough outline of the
explanatinn af the surfous internal strife
that we sometimes feel—a strite whick
has seggested to poetc minds the idea
of good and evil angels in conflice aver
she. sonl of map. A more detailed
account will be found in Fhe Astwad
Plape, p g0, But in the meantime &
is moportant that the mon showld realize
that ke is the higher force, slways moving
ttn*.v-alds and battlng for geod, while this
Towver force is nol he ak all, tul anly an
fincontralled fragment of one of his
lower vehicles. He must learn to contral
i, to dominate it ahsclutely, and to keep
1t 11 order ) bat e shomld net, therefore,
thunk of it az evil, but as an ouipouring
of the Divine powsr moving on its
orderly course, thaugh thas course in this
imstance bappens to be downwards mto
matter, instead of upwards and away
from it, a= purs 1=




CHAPTEE VI

DEATH,

One of the most important practical
resulis of a thoreugh comprehension of
Theosophical truth 15 the extire change
which it necessazily bongs about T our
atlitede towards death. Tt s impossible
for us to calendrte the vast amoun: of
utre.rl:,r mNnREccRsATY  SoIrow and terron
and misery which mankind in the aggre-
gate has suflered sunply fom its
ipoorance and swperstigon with repard
to this ane matter of death. There i3
among s a rmass of false and foolish
belief along this line which has worked
untold evil in the past and & cousme
indescribable suffering i the present,
and its eradication would be one of the
greatest benefits that could be conferred
-tipon the hitnan race. _

This benefit the Theosophical teach-

ing at omce confers on those whe, from
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their study of philosopby m past Dives,
now fnd themselves able to accept it
It robs death forthwith of all {ts terror
and muck of its swrrow, and enables s
tn see 1t in its rue propostdons and o
underziand 15 place 1o the schome of
our evolution.

*  Whike deash is considered 25 the end
of life, as a galeway wto a dim but
fearful onknown coumtey, it s not
nnnaourally regarded with much mis-
giving, if not with posidwe terror.  Since,
mm spite of all rebgions teaching to the
contrary, this has been the view univer-
sally taken n the wesiern world, many
grisly horrors have sprung up aroumnd it
amd bave becomes matiers of omston,
theughstessly obeved by many whe
skonld kneow better. Al the ghastly
paraphernzila of woe—the muies, the
plumes, the black welvet, the crape, the
mowming  garments, the black-edged
netepaper—all these are nothing more
than acdvertiserrents of ignomnce on the
part of those who employ Lhem.  The
man whe begins o uaderstand what
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death 13 al once puts aside all this
masquerarle as childish folly, seemng that
to mwtn over the good fortune of his
friend merely becanse it mvolves for
himself the pain of an apparest separa.-
timn from that Eriend, hecomes, oz soon
as it s recognired, a display of selfish-
ness.  He canmot avoid feeling  the
wrench of thic temporaty separation, but
he can avoid aBlowing his own pain to
. become & hizdrance to the friend whe
has passed oo
Fie knews that there can be no need
w fear or to coumn over dessh, whether
it cornes ta himeelf ar tn those whem he
Ioves. Tt hes come to them all oflen
before, =0 tbat thers 15 nothing
wnfarniliar abooi it Instead of repre-
scmting it as a ghastly long of tereors, it
would be more accurate and more sems
isible to symbolize it as an aigel bearing
la- polden key to admi® us to the glclncu:-‘
alins of the higher life.
. He realises very definitely that Life
C s g mnh_nunus and that the loss of The
;th.r:-mal hm‘]y it nothmg more than the
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Etgsting aside of a garment, which in ne

way changes the real man who is the

'wr_arer af the garment He sees thust
dnaﬂ:n s simply & promotion from a life
Which is wore than halt- -phivsizal fo ooc
which i5 whelly asaal, and therefore
very much superion, 5o for furiself he
wnfeipnedly weleomes i, and when it
vornes to those whom ke laves he recog-
mees at once the greai advantage for
them, even thongh he cannot but feel a
cartain amount of seifish regret that Ae
should be temporarily sepammted from

thean. Bt he lmows also that thes
separation is iz face only apparent, aad -

not peal He knows hal the so-catled
dead are near hin still, and rhat he has
anly to cast off tempararily his physicat
body m sleep, o arder to stand side by
eide with them and comrmeune with them
as befors

He sees clearly that the world 15 one,
and that the same Divine laws mie the
whole of 11, whether it oe sizble or
invimble to  phyzical sight  Cense-
quently he bas no fechng of nervousness

o

N
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o Btrangeness in passing from ane part
of il to the cther, and no sort of uneer-
lalnty as to what he will find on the
other side of the weil The whole of
the vuseen world i= so clearly and fully
mapped out for him through the worle
of the Theosopaical invesligalors that
it is a5 well known to him as the physicgt
life, and thus he is prepared -i0 enter
upont it without hesitation whenever it
may be vest for his evaoluticn, .

For Ml details of the various stages
of thiz hicher lifr wr mmst refer ihe
reader to the beoks specially devoted to
this subject. Tt s sufficient here to say
thet the conditionms mto wluch the man
pastes are precizely those which he has
made tor himsell | The thoughts and
tdesives which he has encowraged within
‘himself during earth-life take form as
definite living entilies hovering round
- him and reacting vpon him until the
energy which he poured intoe them is
£zhausted.  When such thoughts-and
_desires have heen powerful and per-
sastently evil, the companions so created
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may indesd be ermble: hut happdy
such cases fortn a very small mwinosity
a.mfmg the dwellers in the zstral world.
The worst that {5e crdinary mwn of he
world usrally provides for himnsell alter
dearh 1 a wseless and navtterably wear!.
some  ewiztence, void of all rational
1nter,_st5w-the ratural seguence of a lite
wested i self- ndulgence, triviality, snd
gossip hare an sarth

To this weariness | active suffering
may uncer cerlam conditons be added.
If a man duripg earth-life has allowed
strong physical desixe to obtain o mastery,
over hun—il, for c_x-_.‘nplc he hzs becorre
a slave to such a wica as avavice een-’

suahty, of domlennesse-ze hos loid wp®
(or himsel! junch purgatorsal suffermg

after death. Fov in losing the ph}ralc.ﬂ
hody he in no way lozes these
and passiong ﬂl:}j, remsi Vivid as
gier—tuy, They saevefiion _J;_rmrc active
T have no longer (he heavy
particles of dense matter to set in'motion.
What he does lase is the power to gratify
these passions; =0 thai they rewain as

h. - ——
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torturing, gnawing cdesires, ansatished
and onsatisfiable. Tt will be ceen that
this mekes a very real hell for the unfor-
tunate ‘man, though of course only’a
tempurary one, since jn process of time
such, desires must burn themsclves out,
expending  their energy im the Vﬁr}-f
suffering which they produce.

A temvle fate, truly,, yet there are
two pounts which we shotld hear in mind
with tegard o it Lirst, that the man
bias zot only bmuguﬁ on hmﬂf-?g;
hE,E determined i Lis intensity and its durg-
Hor for himself. He has allowed this
desire to reach a cortain strength durmg
zarth-life, and now he has to meet 1t and
control it It dering physical lite he has
made effarts to repress or checl i, he
will have jiast 50 wucd the less difficulty

O Tmpening il now.,  He has oeated
for hiroselr it ~=rnster with which now

he has to strogple; 2 eng-th
his antagonst possasses 15 just w

rhas given it Therefore, hiz fate is ﬂqt-.."—"'-'"

imposed upon him from without, but ia
simply of his own making.,
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Sccondly, the suffering whick he thus
brings Opon himsel is the auly way of
ezcape for him. I it were possible for
him to avoid it and 15 pass throngh the
astral Lia withoat this gradual wesrng
awey of the lower desires, what would
he the reanlt ! (OOhwicasly that he would
ehfer upon bis next physicat life entively
snder the domivation of these passions.
Ile would be a bora Adwmnkarmd, =
sensueiist, @ miser; and long before it
would he possible to tezch him that he
vught to lry o wootzol such passioas
they would have grown far too strong
for conbral - they would harve ensluved

mlﬁsm-—bady‘-ﬂnﬂ goatl,-and =0 another T8

womld be thrown away, anothey eppor-
tunity wold he Inzt  He would enter

thus upon & viclees arcle from which
theve appears ho escape, and his evolu-:

ticn woitld be indefimitely defayed
The Dhiwins scheme iz not thes
defective.  The passion exbausts felf
doring the astral life, and the wman
returns to physical existence withont it
Trpe, the weakness of 13_1'2_11:1 which
E

———— e
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allowed passion to dominate him is still
there; tue alse, he has made for him-
self for lhis nmew life an asteal body
capable of expreszsing exactly the same
passions s before, so that it would not
be difficidt for Inm Lo resume his old evil
life. But the ego, the real man, has had
a lernble lesson, and assuredly he wall
wake every effort to prevent s lower
marnticstation from repealmy ihat ims-
fake, from fallieg again under the ey
of Lhat passion. He bas still the germe
af it within lim, et if he has deserved
good and wise pareats they wall Lelp to
devalupe the goad m Rim and creck the
avil, the gernd WTETRET walEtiEed.
arrd will atrephy, and so in the next life
afrer that they will not appear at 3-1.1'
160 by slow cegrees fan COTQLErS his
levil nualities, snd evolves wirlues to
:repla,-::;! thzm, .
'On the gther hand, the man who I3
intelligent and helpful, who uﬂderﬁta{'ldﬂ
the conditions of this nan-physiczl
existence and takes the trouble to adapt
himself te them and make the most of
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them, finds opening befors him a
splended wista of cpportunities hath for
acguiring fresh knowledge and for doing
wseful work,  He discovers that life
away Irom thiz depse body has a wiviels
nese and oelliancy to woich all earthiv
enjoyment 18 35 raoonhight ante simbght,
wel that through his clesr knowledge
ond calmr confdence the power of tre
edicltess hle zhines oat wpon all thosce
aroiead him. He may become 4 centee.
of peace mnd  joy unspeakahle fo
hundreds of his fellow-men, and may do
tpore gocd (A fow years of that astral
exirtence than evet Bevo
in the longest physical hfe

H= 15 well aware, tco, thzt there Tres
belore him another and stifl pranden
stage of this wonderlal porsmrorton life,
Just as Yy his desires and his lower
thoughts he has rmade for himself the
surroundings of his astral Lfe, 50 has he
by ks higher thonght and Tns nobler
aspirations marde for limself a %fe in the
heaven-world  For heaven is net &
dream, but 2 living and glorigns reality,

e TP
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Not a city far away heyond the stars,
with gates of pearl and sirests of gald,
reserved for the hakitation of a favanred
few, but a stale of conscionsness into
which every man will pass duting the
ipterval helween his lives on earth, Not
an eternal ahidingplece truly, bt a
ronditton of blss tndesaibable lastings
through many cenfudes. Mot even that
alene, for although it contzing the reality
which underiies all the best and most
spivitnzl ideas of [Heaven which have
been propounded in vonous religioms,
yel it must by no mesns he pongiderad
f%ﬁi"l}';m_‘fjoint of view only.

Ti ‘s 2 realm of nature which is of
exceediry fmportance to us—a  vast
and splendid wodd  of  vivid life
in wheh we are living now, as
well as m the perinds Etﬁn::ning
betwern paysical incamstions. Tt 3
only o lack of development, only the
Limitation imposed upan us by this robe
of flesh, that prevenss us from fully
realimng that all the glory of the highes!
hewven is zhout ns here and now, 4nd
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that mfluences fowing [rom that warld
are ever playmg upon us, if we will only
“anderstand and receive them, Tmpos-
sibla as this mesy seem to the man of the
warld, 1t is the planest of realities to the
comtlist ; and to thoge who have not el
grasped this fundamental truth we can
&t pepeat the advice given By the
Buddhist teacher :—" Do not womplam
and cty and pray, but open your eves
atd gzee. The light is all about you, if
wou wodd ondy cast the bandage Irom
wour eves and looln It 1 20 wonder{ul,
50 beautiful, so far beyond what aoy
man has dreamt of or praved for, and it
is for ever and for ever” [ The Soud of
a Pegple) p 1625

Wher the astval bady, which i the
vehicle of the lower thoughl and desire,
has gradeally been worn away and left
bebind, the mae Onds temsell mhabating
that higher vehicle of finer watier which
we have called the mental bedy. In
this velacle he 1 able to respond to Lhe
vibrations which reach him ifrom the
carresponding  matwer in the extonal
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world—the mailer of the meatal plage
= ume of purgatory is over, the lowes
part of lis nature has bunt iftseif away,
and now there remain only the higher
thoaghts and aspirations which he has
povted ferth dunng earth-life.  These
clusler round him, and make a sort of
sheli about him, through the medium i#

“which he is able to respand to certain

types of vibratien in this refined matfer.
These thoughls which suzroend lnm are
the powers by which he draws upon the
wealth of the heaven-world.  Thas
mental place 15 a reflection of the Divine

- I\Imd - storehouse of iofimite extens
Hrom which the peraat enjoving heaven
A5 able w demw just according to the

power of his pwn thouphts and aspiva-
tions generated during the physical amd
rastral life.

All veligivas hasva spoken of the blizs
of Heaven, yet few of them have put
befove s with =sofficdent clearness this
leading  dea which  alone mcpl:ajns
rakiorzally how [or all adike such bliss s

if;g ‘possible—which is, indeed, the keynate
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of the concepion—the fact that each
man makes his own heaven by selectian
from the ielfable splendours of the
Thought of God Himself, A man
Cerides for himself hoth the lengih and
the character of his heaven-Iife by the
rauyses  which he hiosell geperales
«luring  his  earth-life; therefore, he
cannot but have exactdly the amount
whirh he bas dezerved and cxacly the
pumality af joy which = best sated 2 m5
idiosyaceasies,  This 13 a world m which’

every being rust, from the very fact of

his comzcionsness thers, be enjoying the

highest spudtual bliss of which he is
capable—a  workl whose power  off

respons tu his aspiradons is limited
anly by Lis Cdpav:lt_,r to aspive.

Further details as to the ashal life
will be found in Phe Astrad Plame ;
the heaven-ife is described in T4é
Devackanic Plane, and informaticn about
both iz also given in Leadh and Al
and in FThe Oeker Side of Death,

ettt




Croarten VI,
LIAN'S PAST AND FUTURE.

When we have once grasped the faol
that man has reached his present posi-
tion through o [opg and vaned senes of
Hves, a guestien neourally ad=es m our
minds as to how far we can obtain any
1nformadon ahout this earlier evolutios,
which would obviously be of absorbing
inderest o us. Fortumalely such in-
formation 1s awvatlable, not only by
tradition, bat alsc in snother and much
more cerain way., I have no space here
to dilate npor the marvels of psy-
chometry, but must simply say that therc
1t ambundant evidence to show that
Jothime can happen  withoyl indelibly
recording ieel[—thar there existz a kind
of memgry of N'],tu‘rF fram which can be
rectversd wAith absclute accuracy a triwe,
full, and perfect piotire of aty scene or

T TN T

pEee s m e g

_:‘i""".t-*-'&ﬁ,:-"—'ﬂ AR eas

T

Fir s, =

i :..'=:ﬁ_?g§#%&'-r_’ﬁv.'*--".

c T NONRCTRU
d Bt




Mants Tast and Fatore. i

evenl surce the world began.  Those to
whotn this subiject is entiraly new, and
who conzaquently seel for ewidence,
should consuit Dr. Buchanans Fgy-
ehmpstry o Profassor Denton's Jeed of
Fhimgw; but ali ocenlt "students are
faruliar with the poasivlily, and most of
ihem with the method, of reading these
vecards of the past

In eszence this memoty of MNatare
must be the Divine Memory, far away
beyond bunres reach ; but 1t is assoredly
reflected mto lower planes so chal, as far
as events on thege lower planes ate o
cerned, it is recoverabls by the trainad
mucllizence of man, Al chat passes’
‘nefgre a mirrgy, fov instance, s roflecued
on its smface, aod to otr dim oves it
scems that the images oake o o
pressiog apon thal surlace, but that each
passes away =und leaves no trace. Yet
thav tnay not be so; 11 not difhicult te
imagios that an impression may ba lef,
somewhat as the Impression of every
soannd 13 leit upon the sensitive oyiinder
of & phanograph ; end it mey be possible
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to Tecover the impressiﬂn from  the
mirror just as it Js recoverabie from the
phonsgraph.

The higher psyczomelry shows us
that this unt cnly may ba &0, but & so;
antd thet not a mbror only, bub any
“phrysical object, retains the impression of
all that has happened  within itz might, w
W owere, We have thus at our disposa’
2 fautlessly  accurzle  methed  of
armiving gt the earlisr histery of our
world and of mankind, and m this way
much {Aat s of the most enirancing
mtercat can he abserved in every detall,
as though the scenes were being specially
rehearsed for our benefit.  {(Ses Clade
vepaRes, o B3

livestigations into the past cone
ducted by these metheds shaw a long
provess of pradual evolution, slow but
never-ceasing.  They show the develap-
ment of mwan under the action of
fwo great lows—fiest the law of evoly-

_Lagn,_ whith stf_adil?:': presses him onward

an&‘ uﬁv.a:d and secondly the law of
fh‘l.-mﬂ Jusiive, or caude anr_l effect, which
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brings hime mevitably the resull of his
every action, and thiws gradually teachses
himn 1o live mtelligently in harmony with
the Orst law.

This long process of evolution has
been carmaed our not only on this earth,
Lut on other glohes connected with it
wut the subject is much: too vast to oe
fully treated in 2a elementary bool such
as this,  1i forros the proepal theme of |
Madame Blavatsky's tponumental srork
Fhe Gecrer Decteine; but before com-
meneing that siwdents ave advised to
read the chapters oo this sublsct in
Mrs Besant's Amfens Hiinder: amd By,
Siurclt's Gromdek af he Sl

The books quat mentionad will aford
the fuliest availahle information not only
as to man's past, but as fo his futere;
and though the glory that awaiis him is
such as no tongue can tell, something at
least may be uwnderstood of the earlier
siages which lead towards i That man
iz divine even now, and that he wid
presently  uanfold  widon humsell  the
notentialities of Givinity, is an idea which

s
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appears to shock =ome good people, and
to be copsideped by them to savour of
hlasphemy. Why it should be so is aot
easy tn see, for Jesns himsci vemirds
the Jews 'm:rurnd Him of the saying m
their Sooptroes, "1 said, e are Gods™
and the doctrine of Lhe dedficabion of
man was guite cammonly held by the
Fathers, of the Church  But in these
. Jaier dais much of the eariier and purer
dectrine has been fﬂrgnt‘rﬁn and mis-
Cwmderstood ;. and the trt'th How seems to
be held 1 105 fulness mﬂy b’v the student
of ocoultiape oy,
Somretimes men ask wh}r. if man was
ai the hrst o spark of the Diviag #t
& should be necessary for him to go

L Aladn D T AT

T

through afll these moas of evolutiow,
involving a¢ mmch sorrow and suffermgs,
only in order to be sl Divine at the
cend of it all. Pur those whe make this
objection have not wet comprehended
“the scheme,  That which came forth
trom the Divine was not yet man—mnol
vet. even a sparky, for there was no
developed  individualization = it It
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was Eimply & great- cloud of Divineg
essence, though capable of condensing:
eventually inte many sparks.

The differsnce between its condition
when issuing forth and when returning
is exactly like that between a preai mass
of shimng nebulous matter, and the solar
systen which 1s eventusily formed out
of il.  The eebala 1s besutful, po doubt,
It vague and vseless ; ths suns formed
Irom it by slow evoluticn pour hife and
heat and lighs upon many workds and
thelr inhabitanis.

the we may take anolher analogsy. .
The human body is eomposed of coung-
less millions of tiny particles, and scme
al them are constantly being tarown off
from it. Suppose that it were possible
for each of theee parficles to go theough
some kind of evelution by means of
which it would in time become a kuman
bemg, we should not sy that berauze
it had been i o certasn sense human at
the beginnng of that evolution it had,
therafore, not gained anything when 1t
reached the end. The essence comes§

T
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forth Az a ters putpouring of force, ever
thougk it be Diviae farce; it retums in
tthe form of thousands of millions of
lrighty adepts, each capable of himsel
ifevelopg into a Logos

o Thuz it will be gcon that we are
abundantly justihed & the statement
that the future of man is a fotere te
whose glory and spleadonr there s no
limir. And a most wmpotrtzal poink - Lo
temetcher iz that this magnificent future
15 for all without exception. He whom
we rall the good man—that 35, the man
wansr Wwill moves with the Diving Will,
whaze actions srxe such as Lo help the
roacct of evaliion—makes eepid pro-
gresz on the unpwared path; while the
ran whao unintellipently opproses himself
to the great cwrent by striving to pursue
setfish aime matead of werking for the
gnad of the whale, will be able to pro-
gress only very slowly and eceatically.
Bat the Divine Will #2 infimitely stronger
than any Buman will, ad the worling of
the great scheme js perfect. The man
“who does zot lenen his lesson the first

A O, e et e T &
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dtne [:as sbnply ¢ try over and over
again anhl he does leam it ; the Divine
patienca i3 infinte, and scenér or later
every human beirg attains the goal
appomted for im  There is ‘ng fear
and ne wncertainty, bat ocoly perfect
pease tor thoze wha know The Taw and
the Wil




L HAFPTER 1.
CAUSE AND EFFLECT.

‘In previous chaplers we bave cont
stantly had to take into consiceration
this migh'y law of action and reaction
under whith™ every man necessarily
receives s Jusi desert; for withont this
law the rast of the Divice schewe would
be incomprehensible to us. It iz well
warth ocur while to trv to obtoin o tue
appreciation of this Iaw, and the fiest
step towards doing that is to disabuze
our minds enbrely of the ecclezinsiical
ides of reward and punmishment as follow-
ing wpon hnman action. It iz inevitable
that we should connect wilh that ades
the thought of a judge administering
such reward or penishment, and then at
once follows the further possibility that
the judge may be more lenicnt in one
cage than in another, that he may oe
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swayed Ly clrounsiarces, itk an appeal
may ke made to him, and that in that
way the sncidence of the low may be
racdified ar even escaped altogether.
Frvery one af these suggestionz is in
e tighest degree misleadig, aud the
whole body of thowght o which they
welong must be exorcised and slerly
cast out before we cun arnve al any real
azderstanding of the facts. If a man
put his hand wpon a bar of red-het iron,

utder ordinary ciroumstances he woul d

ke, badly '|:|'JI_'.]L vet it wonld dot oconr
16 him 1o =iy that ‘God had pmished him
for putbtmg Ws hand on the kar. He
would realise that what had happened
was precisely what might bave heen
expected under the action of the laws of
Maturs, and that ane who wuderstood
what heat 5 anel how it acts could
explain F‘{E.{}tl}- the producticn of the
brrr.

It iz to be obeerred that the man's
infention in no way affccts the physical
fesnlt; whether he scized that bar 1n
arder Lo do some harm with it or in oeder

F
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to save somecae else [rom njuwy, he
wanld be burnt jusl lhe same  Of
rourse, in other and higher ways the
reslts would be qrize differest: in the
cne rase he would Lave done o nobis
deed, and would bave the approval of
Wiz conscience, while v 1Lz other he
counid fecl only remorse Bot  the
physical burn wauld be there in one case
~just s moch as In the other.

Te obtain a trve conceptivn of “the
working of this law of cauze znd elfect
we mrst think of il as acting awo-
mstically in exactly the same way. If
we have a heavy weighl haaging from
the cealing by a tope, and 1 exert 2
cextain  amount of force in pushing
against that -weight, we know by the
laws of mechanics that that weight wili

- press Mack against my hand with exactly
the masme amovnt of foree; and this
reaction will operate without the shght-
t‘s-t yeference to toy reazon lor disturbing

ni}t'ba'mm. Similarly the man who
gmmmﬂﬂ sn evil action dishmbs the
q.!;':qml-ﬂ'lrru.mn of the great current, of evolo-

Y. P T
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Lty amd that mighty current invarably!
acjasts that equilibrinm av Ins expense.

It must not be rherefore supposed
for a moment that the intention of the
action maies no difference; on <he con-
frary it is the most impartant fagior
conmected with it, even though it does
wot affec: ihe resuil upon the physical
izlane Ve are apt to forpet that the
imtention is itzelf a Joroe, and & force
'acunn* upan ihe mental plaus, where the!?
tnalier is 50 much fner asd wibrates soo
wmuch more rapidly than on onr lower:
lewvel, that the same amoun of f'nF'Ig'}’
will profduce encemooisly greater va'ﬂni'vl:a..g
The phvsiczl actior will produce it
rosulk on the physical plane, bt thE‘-
menial energy of the intestion will worky
ot its own resu sunubiapesusly in thes
water o the mental plane, totally e«
spective of the other; and its effeet is,
cerfain e be vey much the more:
muporzan: of the two. In this way it .
will be seen that an ahsalutely perfect
ardjustment 15 always achieved ; for how-
ever mixed the molives may be, and
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however good and evil may e mingled
in the physical resu'ts, the equilioru
will gl be perfectsy readiusted, and
ulongr vvery line perect justice mmust be
dona

Wo must not forget that it is the man
‘hinsed and no otner whe badids his
iu_ure cuarar:mr as wcll as produces hae
J.'['I.L‘i'li"?' Cm1maé'lﬂ'3\_,5 bl]'&&k] g wery
gtuﬁra by, it may be sud that, o 'ule his
articiks in one life orodace his environ-
tuenl in the nexy bis thonghis in the one
life ate the chaef facters in the evolution
of his characler for the nexz  The
method by whici all this works is an
exceednely  uiterestng  szudwy, bat i
woild take us far wo Jong to detail it
heve: i apay he found wery fally
claburaed m 3rs. Besanl's wanaal on

. Barma, and also in the chapter refes

ricg “to this subiect e her Adaciesi
Wiselamr, and in Mo Sinnett's EM.-:‘:'“?‘
Buddhizer to which the reader ma}'
referrod

It & obvicus that al‘i these  facrs
furnish us with exceedingiy good reasons
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for many of our athical precepts. TE
thowghi be a mighty power capable of
Froducing upon its own plane yeeults far
inGre impotlanl than acy thal wn be
El{::hievﬁd in phy=icel life, then the neces-
1ty that tfmav should conlrel that force
IInmaediztely hecomes apparent.  Neof
S1ly is the man bulding ks own future
chavacter by mesns of his thought, but
he i also constamtly ard itevitably
afecting those wronnd him by its means.
Ilence there bLics wpwm lem a wery
SETroRs responsiballiy ws-bu-khe nse whice
‘Liz anakes of this power  If the ieeling
"of  anmovinee of oabfod anses In the
heart of the ordingry man, his naarsd
Impelze is to express 1 wrosome way
cither du word or o actien,  The
ordinary roles of rivilized society, how-
exver, forbid him to do that, amd dictate
itz he shonld 25 far as possible repress
all outward sign ol his feelings. I ke
shcoeeds in deing this he m apl to con-
syafilate kimsclf, 226 io conaider thal
he has done the whole of his duty.  The
gocult student, however, kmows thal i@
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iz necessary [or him to carry hus self-
contrel o great doal further than ckad,
and that he musi absoluledy repress the
thangfer of irritation as well as iks out-
ward expression.  For he lmows that
his feoelings set 1in motion tremendous
foreas wpon the astral plane, that these
will art against the object of his irrite-
ton yust as aurely as 2 blow stoacle upon
the physical plane, and thad in many
rases the resalts produced will be far
more serious and lastmg

Iy 3 true 0 3 very real sense that
lhuugixts are things. Lo clurvovant
sight rhuughtﬁ td.]ﬂ:_: defimte form and
colnur, the latter, of course. clf-penr]mg
upon the mbe of wibration connecked
with them. The study of these iorms
and colours is of great ioterest A
desctiplion  of 1.11em Mhast-aled  with
colowred drawings will he found in an
artele in Lacdfer for September, 18g4.

These copsiderations open up to s
}mhh.twq it various duecooms - Smee
%]-t t= rmsily possthle to do harm by

ithowrhit, 1t 15 also posmble to de good
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by it Currents may bz set in motion'’
which will carry mental belp and com-
fort to many a suffering fmspd, and in
ihis way a whole new warld o wseful-
ness opens before us, Many a gratefn)
soud has heen oppressed by a feeling
that for wanl of ph}'sical wealth he was
wanle ‘o do anything in return [or the
lemdness la.wshed uprm him by another
bt here 1s o method by which he can be
ol the greatest service to himn in a realmy
where physical wealth or s absence!
makes no difference.

Al who can tlink can help u::ther ;
and Bl who . can help others n::-ughl
tn help.  In'this case, as in every®
cther, kaowledge i3 power, and
those who understand the law rfun
use the law.  Kpowing what effeers
upiz themselves and wpon others will
he pradiced bar certain thewghts, they
can debherately amange o produce
these resvits,  In this way a man can net
orty” steadily mnuld his character i his
present life, but can decide ewactly
what 1t shall be in the next, TFor a
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‘thonght is o vibration m the metter of
e mental body, and the same theught
prratstently TFp&ﬂlE"{l gvokes correspond-
g whmtmnq (an octave highaer, as it
were 1o the matter of the causal body

I this way qualities are gracually bl

into the soul itself, and ey will zer
;ainly eappear as pare of the slack-is

vade with which he commences his nest
Hocmrmation. It s n this way, by work-
(o drom below upwards, that  The
Jfaculiles zad gqualities of the soul are
sgradually evalved, and thus man takes
" his evolution largely into his own kands
;and beging o co-operate ipteiirgently n
- the great scheme of the Dety.

For fustier informat’sn on this sub-
ject tire best book o sudy i Blra
Besant's upon Thsugdd FPecver, s (" pUR
eral and Cielture,

|
|
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CrarTER X,
WHAT THEQSOPHY DOES
* roR TS

It must alreadwv be abvious to the
carefnl reader how oberly lhese Theo-
sophiral conceptions changs the roan's
etiire view of life when he ococe
bechntes fully convinced of them; and
the directrony of Inany ol Lhese changes,
zitd the reasons on which they are based,
wili have been seen from what has
alteady been wrolten

We gain from T il_e,efuph}-' a ratronal
comprenensionr  of  thar  life  whseh
Was before for so many of us a
mere  ungalved problem—a  riddle
withgn: an  answer From it we
kng¥ why we are here, what we are
expected to do, and how we ought to
szt ko vl to do B We see that, b

LT}
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ever bitle lite snay seem worth living for
the soke of any pleaswzes or prohis
pelonging  excliusively to the plysical
plane, it is wery emphatically worlh
liing when rega-ded merely as a schosl
to prepare us for the indescribable
gloties and the infmite possibilities of
tne higrer planas. -
In the light of the mformation which
we zoguirs, we see ol coly how
ta evolve oueselves, buf alsa hove
ta kel others o evelre—how by
thonght. and action to male ourselves
most uscful, fivst of all to the stall circle
of those most closely associated with us
or those whom we especially love, amd
ihen gradually by degrecs, as cur power
increases, to the enire hutman race. By
‘feelmegs and thoughls such as fhese we
find ourselves kfted aliagether a2
higher platfarre, and we sae how mamow
and despicable iz the petty and persnaal
theught which has o0 often occupied us
in the past.  We inevitably begin to
regard everything nwot mersly as it
afects our infinitesimal selves, but from

-
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tne wider standpoint of s influence
upon hummanity az a whole

The wanoas troubles and sorrows
which eome o uws ae 50 offen
seen ot of all proportion  because
they are so near o us) they zcem
i obscure the whele honson, a5 &
whate held near the eves will shut out
the sun, so0 thet we oftcn forget tha:
“the hesck of bemyg s relestial rest™
But Thecsophicel teaching brings ali
these things inlo dac perspeciive, and
cuibies us to rise above these clonds, to-
Iwk down and sew things as they are,’
and not merely as they appear when!
looked at from below by very kimted:
vigion. We Jeam to sk altogether the’
lower personality, with its mass of detu-
signs and prejndicss and lis inahility to
see auyihing truiy; we learn o e w
an impersona’ and wnseliish standponnd,
where to do right for right’s sake seems
to us the only thle of Yfe, and to help
our fellow-man the greatest of our joys

Fror it fy a life of jov that now Opes
Lefore sz, Sz the man evolves, his
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symparhy and compassion increass, so
that ke becomes more and more sen-
gittve o the smn and soTow  ond
suffering of the world,  ¥et at the same
tice he sees more and mure dearly the
cunse af thal suffermg, and understands
eyer mpore and mors fnlly that, in spite
of it all, all things are worling togethgr
for the firal good of all  And so theare
oHnes Lo tua not oaly the deep contens
and absolute security whith s born o
the certainty that all is well, but also the
defnite and radiand joy derived from
the contemplation of rthe resgnifieent
plan of the Logos, and of ihe steady
unfailing saccess witly which that mighty
scheme maves to ite appointed end, He
tezres that God rmeans us to be happy,
and that it 13 delmitely our duty <o be
son in prder that we wray spread around
us wvibrations of happiness ppon others,
smce that is one of the methods by
which we may-lighten the sovrow of the
world .

- In ordirary life a great part of the
aundyance which rsen [eel in comuection
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with  thelr vanous frowhles 1= often
taused by 3 feeling that they come to
them unjusthy. A man will say: “ Why
should ail this come 0 me 7 There is
riy aghbour, who is i no way a better
man than T, vel fe does nei suffer frum
. mickness, from loss of friends, or loss of
- wzalih s why then shoald 127
' ThE'CISU]JhV saves 145 sledentz from
this mistalee, since it makes 1= absalutely
olear &0 Chero that no undeserved suffer-
ing CAT EVer n,n".nf' to any  Imnen.
-"rTL' Mzisvdy Honble wo' may encounior i
sinply of the nature of a Jdebl that we
. hawe ncurred; singe it has to be paid,
the sooncr 3t iz cleared off the better.
Nor i this all; for every such trouble
15 an opportuaity for development.  If
we hear I patiently and -bravely, nolb
Towing 1€ to crash ws, but mectng it
and meking the best of i, we therghw
evobve withm pucselves the valuable
qualides of courags, perseverance, :leter-
mindticn; and se ot of t1e result of ow
sins of long ago we bring good mslend
af avil=
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As has before teen stated, all fear
of death is entirely removed for the
Thegsenhiral student, becmuse he nnder-
stands fully what death j5.  Te no
lenger wowns for those who have gone
betore, becanse they are still present
with him, and he lnows that to give
wiy to selfish grisf would be to cange
cadness and depression to e, Zince
they are verv near to him, and since the
sympathy between themn and himsell s
cluoser than ever before, he 15 well aware
that uwncontrofled grief i him  will
assuredly reflect iteelfl vpon them

Nez that Theosopby counsels him
to forget the dead; om the con-
‘rary, 't encourages him to remernber
them as olten as possible, bub oever
will:  selfsh  =greow, never wih @
longing . to bring  the=m back to
earth, never with thought of Ao
appavent loss, but only of their grear
‘gain [t assures him that a stoong

" lovmg thought will be a potent factor

"B their evolntion, and TH4F 1 e wil ot

thinl _ri]gﬁﬁ"ﬂnd rEﬂsl::-rla.El}r aboft them
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e may  render e the greatest
assistance iz theiy upward progriess.

A cazeful study of the Tife of man =
the perind berween hiv  incornationg
shows how small & proportion  this
physical its bears 10 the whole,  In the
vasz of the average edeoated and
aiitured man of aty of the higher races,
the petiod of one Lile—that 18 to say of
one day in the real life——would average
ghout Ofteen hendred years,  OF vus
pecind perhaps seveniv or elghty years
wiould he spent in phyzical life, some
ffteen or twenty upon the sslral plane,
and =1l the rest 1 the heaven-warld,.
which 13 therefore by very fur the most
impostant part of mar's  sxistence.
Naturally these propordons vary con
siderably for diffcrent types of men, and
when we come to congdder the yomnger
souls, born esher in jnforior taces or m
ihe Jower ranks of cur wwn, we find that
these proportions are entively changed,
{or* the astral life is 3Skely 0 be muchi
Tanger and the Reaven-bfe mmch shorter !
Iu thescase of the absolule savage thers



bl an Cotline of Theosaphy,

is scarcely any heaven-hfe at all, becanse
he has not yet developed willm himsell
the qualities which alone enable the
man to attain that life

The hknowledge of all these lacls
gives a cleaspess and certainty to our
anticipations of the future which is a
vwelcome relief [rom the vaguensss ang
indecision of crdizary thought on these
sabjects. It would be fmposuble for a
Thenosophist to heve any fears ahont bis
“zalvation," for he knows that there is
nothing for man to be saved from
exeept hiz cen ipnorance, and he wonld
comsider 1t the prossest blasphemy to
dault that the =il of Lhe Logas will
ascuredly be fulfilled 1o the case af
every oe of his chuldren

Nio vague " efernal hope ™ s his, bt
witer cerieinty, borm of his koowledge
of the elzmmal law. He rcanmot
fear the foture, bLecanse Jie lmows
- e foiwve; =o Ms only suxety s
“te make himeed worthy o bear
: illhif. part in the wmighty work of
“evolotion.  §t may well he that there is
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vary hittle that he can do ogs yet; wet
there is none bit caz do something:, Just
where he stands, in the circle around
i, hewever Towly that mair he

Evemy wnan has 2i5 opportnities. for
every  sonnection s :n Dppn:\rtUﬂit]r’- :
Every one with whom we are Brought
wito contact 15 A soul who ey be heiped
—uwhether it ke a child bom no the
family, a friemd .who cumes mto oy
circle, 2 serveat who joins amr hoosehold
—OVErvomE glves in spme way or oiber
an opporlsmty. I = net fuwe o moment
suggested that we should make owr-
selvies  nmosaaces by thoosting our
apizions and ideas upon every one with

whom we come Intoe contack, as the more

ienorsmt and  taciless of our religious

friends sometimes do: but we. should

e in an attude of continual readiness
to help
Tndeed, we should ever be engerly

watching [or an opportumity to  lelp:

elvler with materint ®d, so Tar  2s
that may be wilthin our power, or with’
the bemsfit of owr advice oo cur know-
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ledge, whenever lhose may be asieed for.
ften cases arise in which help by word
or deed iz impossible for nz; bui there
cast aever be a casc mowhich friendly
and welafel theoght cannet be poured
forth, and nooe whko uwnderstands the
‘power of thought will doubl 2s to its
“result, even though it may not be imme s
Aiately visible upon the '_phvsu'al plane.
The student of Thedsophy should
Le distieguis hable from the rest of the
warld, oy hus perenaial cheerfuloess, his
vodmmted coimage under ditcnlties,
and his ready sympzthy and helpfulness,
©Assaredly, o ospile of e cheerfulness,
“he wil he coe who lakes lfe seriously-—
one why reslises that there is much for
eachto do n e world, and ne time to
waste,  He will see the necessity for
paing perfect contol of himself ad
his vanous vehicles, because oniy ia that
 way can ke be thoroughly tled to help
‘othars when the opportunmiy comes 1o
:]'ttﬂ‘t He 'Imll - vange limself aver on The
side qithe ohef Filher than the lower

thc;;lghL ifie nobler rather th¥n the

im0 mEE -

C o mmr — m— e



What Theesophy Joes for ag, 9%

baser; his toleration will be perfect,
becaus.e be sees the good in all He

will dEl!bE‘:"ELtcl}r talee  the D’pﬂmisﬁc
rather than the pessinistic view of svene-
Uung, the hopeful  rarher than the
cymical, becanse he knows that to be
afways fundamentally  the tree view—
she evil in everything being necessarly
the impermanent part, since m the end
only the good can endure.

Thus he witt ook ever for the gond
ia everyihmy, that he may endeavowr
to strepgthen ) be will waich for the
il of. the great Tow of cvoluton, in
iwder thatl he may range himself oo #s
side apd contrhute to ¥ enerpy b
- ttay stream of force.  In ths way, by
shiaving always to help, and never o
hinder, he will becoms, B smﬂi .
sphere of influence. o of the hentficont
powers of Natgre; in however owly &
nmnwer, at  however umbikable a
distance, ke s ver a fellow-worker
tofether with God—-and that is the
highest honour and the greatest povi-
Tege that can ever falf so the fot of man.



